Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


4o- 


n,g,t,.i.dM,.GOO'       L 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


M,Googlc 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


M,Googlc 


SPEECHES 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

RICHARD    BRINSLEY    SHERIDAN. 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


jM,Googlc 


"'4 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


s  p  :■  :  t  ;• 

Ri.  i.-r  -  ■  \ 

RiniAKr  BRIASli'V 


I\  TiI!li:K  VOl  TMi: 

vol.  J. 


IIKNTITY  G.  BOIIN,  TOUK  STflKJ:!-.  I'  VF.NT  CAROLN. 


■)„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


25<S4 


SPEECHES 

RIGHT  HONOUOABLE 

RICEAED  BRINSLEY  SHERIDAN. 
aattt  <  stxut  of  Hi*  *ue. 

EDITED  BY 
A  CONSTITUTIONAL  FRIEND. 


IS  THREE  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  L 


LONDON; 
HEUKT  G.  BOHN,  TOBK  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN. 

184«. 

D„;,I,.<.JM,  Google 


M,Googlc 


CONTENTS  OP  VOL.  I. 

NorxiuEK  »,  178a— Id  ibe  Oeaertl  Election  of  1780,  Hr.  Sheridan  «m 
returned  fbr  StaSbrd,  upon  vbicfa  occuion  ■  Fetition  «u  presented  to 
the  House,  eoaipUining  of  an  undue  Election,  uid  containing  ■  cbujm 
of  Briberj  and  Corruption  against  th^ritUng  Members  for  that  Borou^      1 

27.— Thanks  to  Earl  Comwallia,  and  General  Sir  Henr?  Clinton....      8 

FxsxuAKT  28,  1781.— Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Better  Rc^pilatioi) 
of  hisMqestjr'i  GtH  List  Rerenue;  and  for  Abolishing  sereral  Use> 
leat,  EnicnaiTe,  and  Inconvenient  Places  j  and  for  Appling  the  Uo- 
nlea  arinng  therefrom  to  the  Public  Serrice S 

Haigb  6.~ib.  ^Mddan'a  Motkns  for  the  Better  Begulstion  of  the  Police 
ofWertminfter 6 

IS.— Ur.  Bthi^*  Motion  on  IheLoan  of  this  Year,  17S1    14 

Uat  is.— Farther  Debate  on  the  Bill  for  Preventing  Abuses  and  Pro&na- 

tiooi  «i  the  Sabbath  Dajr 15 

17^-On  Hie  Second  Biding  of  the  Bill  for  Frevenling  Desertion  in 

the  Navy ii. 

JnvB  90 — On  the  Bill  to  Explain  and  Amend  the  Marriage  Act 18 

No*KiiBK>27— Prosecution  of  the  American  War 17 

DKCsmEK  4 — Mr.  Buriie's  Motion  to  Inquire  into  the  Confiscation  and 
Disposal  of  the  Effects,  &c  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  EusUtiut,  Cap- 
tured by  Admiral  Sir  Georae  Bodney  and  General  Tsughan 18 

pB»KriiT7.  1782 —Naval  Affairs  ofl781 *4. 

SO.— Mr.  Fox's  MoUon,  "  That  it  appeara  to  this  House  that  there 

has  been  great  Mismanafcement  in  his  Majesty's  Naval  Affain  in  the 

Year  1781." 20 

rj. — General  Conwav's  Modon  for  Putting  an  End  to  ofiensive  War 

inAmerica  21 

MtwcB  8. — Motion,  by  ZiordJobn  Cavendish,  of  Censure  on  his  Ui^tj's 
Mintsten ii. 

IS. — Beport  Itom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — Duties  on  the 

Carriage  of  Goods  and  Insurance 24 

ApBii.8. — Mr.Eden's Motion  toBepealsomuchof  theActof  Georgel.  as 
Asserted  a  Bij^t  to  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Biitaiu  to  make 
Laws  to  Bindtbe  Kjngdom  of  Ireland 25 

Hat  7. — Mr.  Pitt's  Motion,  "That  a  Committee  be  Appointed  to  Inquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Bepreaeutation  in  Parliament,  and  to  Beport  to 
the  Houae  their  ObaerratiasiB  thereon."    28 

Jdnx  96.— Beport  from  the  Committee  of  the  E  O  Bill 27 

I>Ec»uiK  II.— On  the  Vote  of  Supply  for  the  Navy. «. 

18 — Mr.  Fos's  Motion  for  a  Copy  of  the  Provisional  Treaty  with 


Febkhaxt  14, 17B3.— Mr.  Sheridan's  Motion  for  such  Parts  of  the  Treaty 
Fendii^  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  as  related  to  Cessions  to 
benadeby  the  former  to  the  latter 39 

17— .Conalderttion  of  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace,  between 

Gieat  Britun,  and  France,  and  Spain,  and  of  the  Proviuonal  Treaty 
with  the  UnUod  SUtea  of  Arnica 30 

MiBi-n  3. — Amy  Eatimatea 38 

Ar  Kit  16.— Loan 40 

17— Mr.  BoUe'iUotioafbraCopyof  tfaelistof  Subscriberato  the 

New  Loan it.. 

23,— Loan « 

30. — BiU  for  Taldng-up  and  Imprisoning  such  Persons  as  should  be 

found  in  the  night  wtth  Pick-lock  leys,  or  other  Implements  for  break- 
ing into  HouBCe tt. 

Mats.- DebMerelativeteMessn.PowelIandB«mbridge  4^|c 


CONTENTS. 

PMre 

Mat7- — FarUmmeDtarj    Eefbnn 44 

12. — Afenn,  Powell  and  Bembndge    46 

19 — Mewn.  Powell  and  Bembri^ ii. 

26.— Budf^t  Taxes 4« 

2?.— Wiys  and  Means 47 

JttHE  3. — Receipts  to  Stamp  Duties U. 

fi. — Tax  on  Bills  of  Exchanf^,  &c.  and  B«ceipU 48 

1 1.~Report  of  Uie  Committee  upon  the  Tax  Kll ii. 

16.~Heceipt  Tax 4ft 

IS._RepoTt  of  the  SlRlt  Committee  to  Tax  Prirate  Brewers  SO 

17.— Bill  for  the  Abolishinff  Fees ,■...  ib. 

July  1 Lord  Surrey's  Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  expUin  the 

Thirt^-ftrst  of  Elizabeth,  called  "  An  Act  for  r^uUttng  the  Election 

of  Scholais,  and  PreaenUtion  to  Office"    fil 

3— Bill  Ait  a  Tax  on  R^^terinc  Births  and  Deaths   63 

4.— BUI  for  Reguktinft  certain  OfBces  in  the  F.ichequer  ii. 

10. — Mr.  Pitt's  Motion  for  tax  Address  concerning  the  Public  Ac- 
countants   M 

Ndteubxs  20. — Lord  John  CsTendish's  Motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  ■ 

Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  Receipt  Tax 66 

DEciMBEa.  4 — Alderman  Newnham'a  Motion  fbr  a  Repeal  of  the  Stamp 

Duty  on  Receipts  06 

&— Third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  vesting  the  a^rs  of  the  East  India 

Companj  in  the  hands  of  certain  Commissioners,  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Proprietors  and  Public 69 

jAMrAnx  12,  1764— Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation    SI 

16.— CommitteeontheStateof'tbe  Nation    <6 

23.— On  Mr.  Pitt's  Rejection  of  the  India  Bill SB 

FsBRTTART  3 Cetisure  on  Ministers 67 

20 — Mr.iPowjs's  Motion  that  the  King  will  comply  with  the  wishes 

of  his  Commona  ... 71 

JuxE  S.— Farther  Consideration  of  the  Wettminster  Election 73 

IB.— Parliamentarj  Eetbrm  7' 

SI. ^-Report  from  the  Committee  on  Smuggliiw 76 

Jdlt  1.— Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Wajsand  Means.    Cod  Tax  •*. 
1 Holders  of  Navy  Bills 77 

1.— Bill  for  the  Better  Government  of  India    tt. 

13.— Election  Writs 78 

18— East  India  Bill    ii. 

19.- East  IndisBill    7» 

JniT  20.— Ways  and  Means.— Horse  Dealers    , .  Bl 

21  .—East-India  Bill U. 

First  Clause  on  the  Subject  of  the  New  Judicature  t«  be  insti- 
tuted under  the  authority  of  the  Bill 8S 

Artear  of  the  Cinl  List   ...••  83 

Ways  and  Means. — Tax  on  Qualifications,  Raster  and  IJ' 

. Postage  of  Letten SB 

26. Amendments  upon  India  Bills 8tl 

AoonsT  2.'-Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  Dividend  Bill    90 

.  6 Petition  from  Navy  Bill  Holders 91 

12. — Duty  on  Ijccnaes  to  people  for  r^iitering  thrir  QurilfltaUons  to 

kill  Game W 

IS.—Game  Qualifications  96 

19— Civil  List 96 

Fbbritabt  9,  1786.— WesUninster  ScruUny  99 

17.— Public  Accounts 106 

18.— Westminster  Scrutiny 107 

21. — Westminster  Scrutiny   108 

Makch  4.— Office  Reform  BiU 109 

a— Office  Reform  Bill    110 

9_ Westminster  Scrutiny 113 

14.— Irish  lUsolutions 116 

Awi.ll.— Taxes 121 

80.— Tax  on  Cottons,  Cattaii-8tuA,A«.    \}n 


CDHTBNTS. 

Mat  9.— Tu  on  Fenula  SerrutB , 1ft 

]<l._W«j«  and  Mmbb W7 

23 triih  Pnipodtioni    138 

30.~Iruh  Piopodtioiii    IM 

Pbb«dart8,  1786 Armj  Eitinute* IM 

10.— Army  EBtim»tes IH 

— JiUtinate  of  the  Expente  of  Erecting  Fonlfications  for  tha  Pro. 

Uction  and  Securitj  of  the  Dock  Vardi lU 

le.— Hr.  Sheridan's  Motion  that  Mr.  Joaeph  PeMami  be  called  In  and 

ezatnined,  in  relation  to  delivering  B«lbt  Llita 1S6 

Foitificationt  for  the  Protection  of  Dock- jarda  ISS 

S7— FoTtiflcatioDifarCbeFrotectiDDofOcick.yardi    let 

Makgh  6 ProceediDoi Boainat  Mr.  Hastings 174 

. 16.— India  Bill... 178 

17.— Proceedingt  aniost  Mr.lHastiiip 179 

. 24. — Gavemment  Hindis IBS 

97.— National  Debt I8S 

28.- National  Debt 186 

30. — Mr.  Manhun'a  Bill  for  Dufrancliisii^  all  Voter*  employed  by 

the  NavTUid  Ordnance  Board    1B7 

ArniL  3.— East  India  Affairs 188 

6.-~SuppIy  to  be  granted  toHiaBbieny      180 

6._B«iortIrain  the  Committee  of  Supply 191 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars    193 

10.— Berenue    Ul 

11 — Claims  of  American  IiOjalista .' 193 

26..— Proceedings  aninst  Hr.  Hutingi 194 

3&— Mr.  Powyi's  Motion  for  leare  lo  hring'ln  a  Bill  to  explain  and 

ameid  the  Act  of  1776,  commonly  called  the  Quebec  Bill    „  196 

Hat  4.— NaUonal  Debt  ii. 

8_Nation«lDebt   207 

28.— Tax  Bill* 308 

25.— Whale  Fishery SIO 

JuMB  a— Militia  Bill U. 

8.— Petition  of  the  East  India  Company 311 

IX— Petition  of  the  Fjiat  India  Comptuiy SIS 

"*     'Proceeding!  ajninst  Mr.  Hasting*    • SIS 


itlodUBiU 21J 

jAVVAkr  84,  1787. — Proceedings  against  Mr.  Hastings SSO 

Fbbkhabt?-— FroceedinKBaoauuLMr.  Haitinga 2S1 

8.— ProceedinnagalnttMr.  HasUiia*    941 

12. — Petition  trom  the  Chamber  ofCommerce,  fin  Airther  time  to 

.  conaider  tile  tendency  of  the  Treaty  with  France    944 

lA.—CotnmerciAl  Treaty  with  Fiance 240 

16. — Proceedinffs  against  Mr.  Hastings 146 

Commercial  Treaty  wiUi  France 947 

lg.--Conimerci«l  Treaty  with  France 349 

31.— Commercial  Treaty  with  France 9ftS 

Masob  7.— Commercial  Treaty  with  France 356 

13.~Coinmerdal  Treaty  with  France SB8 

East-India  Affitirs 868 

Afkil  2. — Proceeding*  against  Mr.  Hastings 381 

3- — Proceedings aninst  Mr.  Hasting* , 988 

4 ConsolidsUon  Duty  Bill 886 

19.~Paper*  relating  to  Public  Account* 387 

30.— WaT*  and  Means 388 

33.— Way*  and  Means S»0 

36. — Tax  on  Post  Horses   297 

37.— Bill  fbr  more  effectutlly  Manning  the  British  Navy 898 

37— AfiUrs  of  the  Prince  of  Wale* 299 

30.— AKir*  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 306 

Hat  4,~A^irsofthe  Prince  of  Wale* 306 

Tax  upon  Post  Hones 310 

1ft.— Abuses  in  the  Post  Office ib.  , 

3S.— Abuse*  in  the  Post  Office ^l^MC 


COKTSJITS. 

Mat  2a— R«f<inn  of  theBojd  BoroiuthBin  Scotlind 317 

Becekbek  II,— FroceedingBBgunit  Mr.  Haatings 318 

18 — Ordnance  EatiicMet   390 

Febbdarv  11,  17S8. — Proceeding!  agwnit  Elijah  Impej 324 

16.  Libel  on  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  to  manage  the 

Froaecution  of  Mr.  Hastings   837 

Mabch  6.— Dedaratorv  EasU^dii  Bill SIS 

7— BecUratorj  East  India  Bill  331 

10.— A»iment(  sent  and  destined  for  the  Estt  Indie*    337 

11. — Bill  to  entble  bia  Majeatj  to  IJcanae  the  Perfbnnancei  at  Sadler'i 

Well*    SS8 

MotinTBill    ■•■• 341 

IS-^Mutiny  BiU..... 349 

Keport  on  the  Declantmr  East  India  Bill it. 

13.— Mutiny  Bill 847 

14.— Declaratory  EMtlndU  Bill 348 

Apbil  18.— Conduct  of  the  Adminltj  relative  to  tiie  Promotion  of  Adminli  3B1 

May  ».— Wayiand  Meana 3M 

14 — County  Election  Bill '. 360 

Commutation  Act 800 

IS. — Commutation  Act   , ii. 

Petition  relative  to  the  Ooremment  of  Canada  361 

SO.—Proceedinga  af[aiDSt  Mr.  Hutiogs 863 

■  30.— PraceediDSB^atngtMr.  HaaUnfc*  SIM 

JtiMi  3  — Speech  on  Summing-up  the  Evidence  on  the  Begum  Charge  . .  867 
■ 6.— Speecb  Reaujned 884 

10.— Speech  Returned 400 

13. — Speech  returned  4W 

17.— Royal  Bonnigfat  of  Scotland     4S5 

2S.— The  Interlude  adulation  BUI    43S 

DecEMSERlS.— King'tlUDesi— R^ency  430 

33.— Rwncy   : 433 

Jaxifabt  6,  I78B.— Regency  BeatiicUotia   43» 

16.— Regency  Reitrictiona 490 

19.— R^ncy  ReatiicUona 446 

26.— Regency  lUstrictioiw 44? 

37 — Regency  Reatriction* 448 

39.— R^ency  BeatrictiODa 4S2 

FEBBDAa.T  3.— B^[nicy  RMtrictumt 463 

7.— B«^ency  RettrictioOB 4H 

0.— Regoicy  RettricUon 438 

10.— R^ency  Keetrlctiona 464 

11 — R»eacy  Beatrictiona 46ft 

12.— Rcsency  BeatricUon  Bill 468 

Makcb  10^— Ordtiattce  Eatimatei 470 

Mat  4.— Petition  of  Mr.  Haatings 473 

6.— County  Election  Bill   474 

30. — Motion  made  by  Mr.  HsiawuiDe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  BiU  to 

explain  and  amend  the  Act  of  6  Geo.  IIL,  cap.  S6,  relative  to  Treea, 

Shrubt,  PlanU,  fa: 47fi 

JVKE  10. — Ways  and  Meana ii. 

ll.-Ways  and  Means 478 

10. — Revolution  Commemoration  Bill...'. 483 

34.— Tobacco  Regulation  BUI    484 

2B.— Reform  of  lUyal  Scotch  Bui]^ 486 

Revolution  Comluetnoration  Bill    487 

36 — Bill  for  Regulating  Rfiyal  Scotch  Borougha 48B 

Tobacco  R^ulation  Bul  it. 

JDLT  3.— Newspaper  Duty  Bill 480 

6 Reform  of  the  R^ScotchBuTgfaa 400 

10.— UotioD  for  a  Committee  of  Finance 496 

16.— Tobacco  Regulation  BUI    M4 

Febkuajit  0,  1700. — Army  Eatimatet.— Fi«nch  Revolutim 616 

Makcb  8.— EsdaeDutiet  on  Tobacco 621 

ArxiL  16. — Exdte  Duties  on  Tobacco 6>G 


MEMOIR 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

RICHARD    BRINSLEY    SHERIDAN. 


Trb  subject  of  this  memoir  was  bora  in  Dublin,  in  September, 
1751,  being  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan,  an  aclor 
aad  teacher  of  ehicution  in  that  city ;  and  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Frances  Sheridan,  had  distinguished  herself  as  the  author  of 
"  Sidney  Biddulph,"  a  novel ;  "  Nouijahad,"  an  oriental  tale, 
and  two  comedies.  For  the  early  development  of  his  talents, 
RiCHAED  Bkisbley  Shekidak  was  indebted  to  the  instructions 
<^  his  accompli^ed  mother,  and  he  was  afterwards  placed  at  a 
grammar  school  at  Dublin,  whence,  in  'i^B\),  he  was  removed,  in 
consequence  of  his  parents  leaving  Ireland.  When  eleven  years 
of  age  he  was  sent  to  Harrow  school,  where  he  acquired  the  love 
of  bis  schoolfellows  by  his  sprightliness,  but  exposed  himself  to 
the  censure  of  his  tutors  by  his  indolence.  But  though  young 
Sheridan  was  destitute  of  emulation,  and  infinitely  preferred 
being  the  leader  in  a  sportive  game,  or  the  contriver  of  a  mis- 
chievous frolic,  to  becoming  the  head  of  his  class,  his  masters  ap- 
pear to  have  thought  that  he  possessed  abilities  which,  by  culti- 
-vatioD,  might  be  rendered  splendid ;  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
when  he  quitted  this  establishment,  he  is  described  as  having  ac- 
quired a  competent  knowledge  of  the  principal  Latin  authors, 
and,  according  to  Dr.  Parr,  "  read  Homer's  Iliad  now  and  then  ; 
not  as  a  professed  scholar  would  do,  critically,  but  with  all  the 
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Btmng  sympathies  of  a  poet  reading  a  poet."  The  scanty  for- 
tunes of  his  father  denied  him  the  advantage  of  finishing  his 
studies  at  the  univeruty ;  and  we  find  him,  in  'i■'J^O,  making 
some  abortive  attempts  to  establish  a  literary  periodical,  in  con- 
junction with  his  old  schoolfellow,  Nathaniel  Hslhed,  afterwards 
an  Indian  judge. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  Sheridan  wrote  some  amatory 
addresses  to  the  beautiful  Miss  Linley,  the  Cecilia  of  her  day, 
whose  family  lived  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  his  own.  Halhed, 
Sheridan,  and  his  elder  brother  Charles,  all  entertained,  at  the 
same  time,  a  passion  for  this  young  lady  ;  but  his  friendly  rivals, 
wisely  taking  a  hint  from  the  signs  of  mutual  attachment  be- 
tween her  and  Richard  Brinsley,  gave  way  to  the  favoured  lover. 
The  biographers  of  Sheridan  affirm,  that  the  infamous  solicita- 
tions of  one  Captain  Matthews,  a  married  roui,  were  the  means 
of  ripening  this  love  affair  into  a  marriage.  This  accomplished 
scoundrel  having  fruitlessly  employed  the  common  means  of  se- 
duction, at  length  endeavoured  to  blacken,  by  insidious  reports, 
the  reputation  he  could  not  sully  in  deed.  Thus  harasadd  and 
persecuted,  Miss  Linley  quitted  her  father's  roof,  and  surren- 
dered herself  to  the  protecting  care  of  one  whom  she  had  pro- 
mised to  accept  as  her  husband.  Accompanied  hy  a  respectable 
woman,  whose  presence  obviated  the  imputation  of  impropriety, 
they  crossed  the  Channel ;  and  after  a  series  of  adventures  not 
sufficiently  interesting  for  us  to  record,  they  were  married  at  a 
village  near  Calais,  in  March,  177^- 

This  important  step  being  concluded,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
bridegroom  being  far  from  flattering,  it  was  arranged  that  tfae 
bride  should  for  a  time  become  the  inmate  of  a  convent,  and  she 
was  subsequently  recaved  into  the  house  ot  an  English  physi- 
cian. The  father  of  Miss  Linley,  who  was  incensed  at  the 
flight  of  his  daughter,  pursued  and  soon  overtook  the  wedded 
pair ;  but,  after  some  explanatory  statements,  they  returned 
with  him  to  England,  and  in  April,  1773)  ^^7  *^^  re-married 
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according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England.  We  must  not, 
however,  forget  to  mention  that  two  duels  were  fought  between 
Sheridan  and  Matthews,  and  in  the  latter  the  champion  of  a 
wife's  honour  received  such  severe  wounds,  thai  his  life  was  for 
some  timeconndered  in  danger. 

Not  long  before  his  marriage,  Sheridan  had  entered  himself  a 
student  of  the  Middle  Temple ;  but  the  close  application  and  in- 
dustry requisite  for  success  as  a  lawyer,  were  incompatible  with 
his  vdatile  disposition,  and  he  relinquished  all  thoughts  of  being 
called  to  the  bar,  for  politics  and  the  drama.  The  only  fortune 
they  possessed  was  one  moiety  of  30002.,  which  had  been  settled 
upon  Hiss  Linley  by  an  old  gentleman,  who,  having  ineffectu- 
ally tried  to  gain  her  hand,  generously  gave  her  this  sum  as  a 
proof  of  his  esteem,  while  he  as  generously  desisted  from  urging 
a  matrimonial  alliance  which  her  father  had  not  merely  sanc- 
tioned but  used  all  his  means  to  promote.  The  oUier  moiety 
Linley  retained  as  a  compensation  for  the  valuable  services  of 
his  talented  daughter.  It  is  true  she  might  have  earned  a  most 
respectable  income  by  the  use  of  her  professional  acquirements ; 
but  her  husband  revolted  at  the  idea  of  seeing  the  idol  of  his 
heart  a  servant  of  the  public ;  and  they  retired  to  a  cottage  at 
East  Bumham,  where,  delighted  with  each  other's  society,  the 
happiest  days  of  thdr  lives  were  passed. 

The  moderate  property  with  which  he  set  out  in  the  world 
being  soon  gone,  he  applied  himself  to  dramatic  composition  with 
an  ardour  which  showed  that  want  and  wedded  love  had  stimu- 
lated him  to  unwonted  industry.  His  first  effort  was  the  comedy 
of  "The  Rivals."  This  was  ftJlowed  by  the  comic  opera  of  "  The 
Duenna-,'"  for  which  bin  father-in-law,  Linley  (by  this  time 
reconciled),  composed  ^e  music.  It  was  performed  seventy- 
6ve  times  during  the  season  in  which  it  was  first  produced ;  and 
while  it  added  to  his  fame,  it  greatly  increased  his  income.  But 
frugality  and  economy  were  known  to  Sheridan  only  by  name, 
and  his  expenses  continued  to  outrun  his  receipts.   Yet,  by  some 
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means,  in  conjunction  with  Linlcy  and  Dr.  Ford,  tie  contrived 
to  obtain  Garrick's  share  of  Drury-laoe  Theatre ;  in  which,  two 
years  afterwards,  be  purchased  the  whole  of  Lacy's  interest  fw 
4S,000/.  and  gave  bis  fath^  the  appointment  of  manager.  Having 
produced  "The  School  for  Scandal,"  and  "The  Critic,"  and 
being  in  a  manner  satiated  with  dramatic  fame,  be  endeavoured 
to  form  such  connexions  as  might  be  conducive  to  hie  views  of 
getting  into  parliament. 

By  means  of  Mr.,  subsequently  Lord  John  Townsend,  be 
became  acquainted  with  Fox.  "  I  made  the  first  dinner  party," 
says  bis  lordship,  "  at  which  they  met ;  having  told  Fox  that 
all  the  notions  he  might  have  conceived  of  Sheridan's  talents  and 
genius,  from  the  comedy  of  '*  The  Rivals,"^  &c.  would  fall  infi- 
nitely short  of  the  admiration  of  his  astonishing  powers,  which  I 
was  sure  he  would  entertain  at  the  first  interview.  The  first 
interview  between  them  (thwe  were  very  few  present,  only 
Tickell  and  myself,  and  one  or  two  more)  I  shall  never  forget ; 
Fox  told  roe,  after  breaking  up  from  dinner,  that  hd  had  always 
thought  Hare,  after  my  uncle  Charles  Townsend,  the  wittiest 
man  he  bad  ever  met  with,  but  that  SheridaD  surpassed  them 
both  infinitely."  Sheridan's  admiration  of  Fox  was  equally 
great ;  and  the  congeniality  of  their  minds  soon  produced  a  close 
friendship.  With  Windham  he  had  been  previously  intimate; 
and  his  acquaintance  with  Burke  speedily  followed. 

Having  thus  become  attached  to  the  leaders  of  the  opposition, 
he  endeavoured  to  signalize  himself  as  a  partizan,  by  abusing  the 
ministers,  in  a  periodical  publication,  called  the  "  Fngliahman;" 
which  was,  however,  soon  discontinued,  either  on  account  of  its 
unpopularity,  or  his  own  habitual  negligence.  Early  in  1 780, 
he  signed  the  report  of  a  society,  termed  the  Westminster  Sub- 
committee, by  which  it  was  insisted  that  English  people  had  a 
positive  right  to  annual  parliaments.  Shortly  afterwards  he  be- 
came  representative  for  Stafford,  for  which  he  secured  his  seat, 
during  the  next  five  or  six  years,  at  the  expense  of  only  £2000. 
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His  first  speech  was  relative  to  a  petition  presented  against  his 
return;  the  house  heard  him  with  particular  attrition,  but  his 
success  does  not  appear  to  have  equalled  the  expectation  of  his 
(n«ids.  After  he  had  spoken  he  went  into  the  gallery,  and 
aaked  Wood/kll,  the  reporter,  vith  great  anxiety,  what  he 
thought  ot  his  first  essay.  Woodfall  replied,  "  Oratory  is  not 
in  your  line  ;  you  had  better  cleave  to  your  literary  pursuits." 
Sheridan  was  dumb-foundered  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  ex- 
claimed with  great  energy,  "  It  is  in  me,  however,  Woodfall, 
and  by  Heaven  I'll  have  it  out" 

The  employment  of  the  military  during  the  riots,  and  Fox's 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  marriage  act,  were  the  earliest  topics  of 
general  interest  on  which  he  spoke.  At  this  period,  although 
firmly  attached  to  his  party,  he  did  not  often  join  in  the  debates. 
His  modesty  or  supineness,  during  the  numberless  discussions  on 
that  inexhaustible  subject,  the  American  war,  is  of  itself,  perhaps, 
sufficient  to  rebut  the  assertion,  although,  "  coming,"  as  Moore 
states,  "from  an  authority,  worthy  in  every  respect  of  the  most 
implicit  bdief,"  that  towards  the  close  of  her  struggle  with  her 
mother  country,  the  government  of  America  offered  him  a  sum 
of  £20,000,  as  a  tribute  of  esteem  for  his  services  in  the  cause 
of  liberty.  Sheridan  is  said  to  have  declined  the  ofier ;  and  his 
elegant  biogra|Aer  pertinently  remarks  that,  "  with  respect  to 
the  credibility  of  the  transaction  altogether,  it  is  far  less  easy  to 
believe  that  the  Americans  had  so  much  money  to  give,  than  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  should  have  been  sufficiently  high-minded  to  re- 
fuse it-" 

On  the  downfal  of  Lord  North's  administration,  and  the  acees- 
Bi<H\  to  power  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  his  friends,  She- 
ridan was  appointed  under  secretary  of  state  for  the  war  depart- 
ment. While  in  office  he  spoke  indignantly  against  the  measures 
pursued  by  England  towards  the  sister  kingdom,  and  supported 
Pitt's  motion  for  an  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  representation. 
The  new  ministry  was  speedily  dissolved,  by  the  sudden  death 

,  Coot^lc 


VI  MEMOIR    OF    THE 

of  its  leader,  and  the  elevation  of  Lord  Shelbunie  to  the  pre- 
miership. Sheridan  resigned  with  his  friends,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  act,  although  be  highly  disapproved  of  the  coali- 
tion of  Fox  and  Lord  North ;  and,  gradually  increaung  in 
power  as  a  speaker,  at  length  became  one  of  the  most  formidable 
members  on  the  opposition  side  of  the  house.  He  bore  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  attack  of  his  party  on  Pitt,  then  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  who  in  return  took  occa^n  to  reflect,  with 
some  severity,  on  Sheridan's  theatrical  pursuits,  '*  No  man," 
said  Pitt,  "  admires  more  than  I  do  the  abilities  of  that  right 
honourable  gentleman ;  the  el^ant  sallies  of  his  thought,  the 
gay  effusions  of  his  fancy,  his  dramatic  turns,  and  his  epigram- 
matic point ;  and  if  they  wa%  reserved  for  the  proper  stage, 
they  would,' no  doubt,  receive  the  plaudits  of  the  audience ;  and 
it  would  be  the  fortune  of  the  right  hiMiourable  gentleman, '  aui 
plauau  gaudere  theairi.'  But  parliament  was  not  the  proper 
scene  for  the  exhibitioDS  of  those  elegancies."  Sheridan,  in 
reply,  said,  "  On  the  particular  sort  of  personality  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  make  use  of, 
I  need  not  make  any  comment.  The  propriety,  the  taste,  the 
gentlemanly  point  of  it  must  have  been  obvious  to  the  house. 
But  let  me  assure  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  I  do 
now,  and  will,  at  any  time  he  chooses  to  repeat  this  sort  of  allu- 
sion, meet  it  with  the  most  sincere  good  humour.  Nay,  I  will 
say  more — flattered  and  encouraged  by  the  right  hcHiourable 
gentleman's  panegyric  on  my  talents,  if  ever  I  again  engage  in 
the  composition  be  alludes  to,  I  may  be  tempted  to  an  act  of  pre- 
sumption, and  attempt  an  improvement  on  one  of  Ben  JohnsonV 
best  characters,^ — the  character  of  the  At^ry  Boy  in  the  <  Al- 
chymist' " 

The  coalition  having  gained  an  ascendancy,  at  length  entered 
into  administration,  and  Shendan  became  secretary  to  the  trea- 
sury ;  but  the  failure  of  Fox's  Indian  bill,  in  the  house  of  Itvds, 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  abrupt  dismissal  of  his  party ; 

;,  Google 


BIGBT  BON.  K.   B.    SHERIDAN.  VU 

and  Pitt  was  recalled  to  office,  sb  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and 
cJancdlor  of  the  exchequer.  The  oppositiou  having  b  majority 
in  the  faouae  of  commons,  for  some  time  impeded  the  progress  of 
public  business;  but  af^  a  severe  contest,  which  was  equally 
discreditable  to  Fox  and  his  friends,  and  honourable  to  the  ta- 
lents and  firmness  of  Pitt,  the  latter  achieved  a  complete  triumph. 
Sheridan,  during  this  celebrated  session,  exposed  the  minister's 
■chemefor  the  redemption  of  the  national  debt,  as  well  as  his  more 
ordinary  measures  of  finance ;  to  qualify  himself  for  the  discussion 
of  which,  he  had,  it  is  said,  imposed  upon  himself  the  task  of 
studying  arithmetic  for  more  than  a  fortnight !  He  also  took  an 
opportunity  to  contradict  the  rumour,  that  he  bad  written  part 
of  the  Rolliad  and  Probationary  Odes;  warmly  advocated  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  dearest  interests  of  his  mother-country, 
during  a  debate  on  the  Irish  commennal  proposidtHiB  t  and  se- 
verdy  ridiculed  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  for  the  fortification 
of  dock>yards. 

Od  the  7th  of  February,  1787>  >d  «  committee  of  the  whole 
bouse,  he  presented  the  charge  against  Wairen  Hastings,  relative 
to  the  B^^m  Princesses  of  Oude,  in  so  powerful  a  speech,  that, 
at  its  coodusian,  the  whole  of  the  assembly  joined  in  a  loud  and 
GwatiDued  tumult  of  applause.  Of  this  sstonishing  oration,  Pitt 
said  that  it  surpassed  all  the  eloquence  of  ancient  and  modem 
times, — that  it  possessed  everything  that  genius  or  art  could  fur^ 
nish,  to  a^tate  and  control  the  human  mind.  Fox  declared, 
that  all  he  had  ever  heard, — all  he  had  ever  read, — when  com- 
pared with  it,  dwindled  into  nothing,  and  vanished  like  vapour 
before  the  sun ;  and  Burke  pronounced  it  to  be  the  mmt  asto- 
nishing effort  of  eloquence,  argument,  and  wit,  of  which  there 
was  any  record  or  tradition.  8ir  William  Dolden,  as  the  "  Annual 
Register"  states,  immediately  moved  an  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate, acknowledging,  that  in  the  state  of  mind  Sheridan's  speech 
had  left  him,  it  was  imposuble  for  him  to  give  a  detaminatc 
opinion.  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  seconded  the  motion,  observed,  that 
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when  be  had  entered  the  bouse,  bis  opinion  was  inclined  to  the 
side  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  but  such  bad  been  the  wonderful  efficacy 
of  Sheridan's  convincing  detail  of  facts,  and  irresistible  eloquence, 
that  be  could  not  but  say  that  bis  sentiments  were  materially 
changed :  nothing,  indeed,  but  information  altntjst  equal  to  a  mi* 
racle,  could  determine  bim  not  to  vote  for  the  charge ;  but  he 
had  just  telt  the  influence  of  such  a  miracle,  and  he  could  not 
but  ardently  desire  to  avoid  an  immediate  decision. 

His  triumph  on  the  above  occasion  has  been  celebrated  by 
Lord  Byron  in  the  following  lines  :^ 

"  When  the  loud  er^  of  trocapled  Hindoetao 
Arose  to  Heaven  in  her  appeal  to  man. 
His  was  the  thunder,  hU  the  aveDging  rod. 
The  wrath— the  delegated  voice  of  God  ! 
Which  shook  the  nations  through  his  lips,  and  blaied. 
Till  vaoquished  senates  trembled  as  the f  praised." 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  pecuniary  embarrasstneots  of  the 
Prince  of  Whales  gave  rise  to  so  much  discussion  in  Parliament ; 
and  Sheridan  having  become  the  frequent  associate  and  principal 
adviser  of  His  Boyal  Highness,  be  naturally  took  a  prominent 
and  animated  part  in  defending  his  royal  patron.  He  also 
zealously  advocated  the  heir-apparent's  claims  to  an  unrestricted 
regency ;  but  the  sudden  recovery  of  the  king  marred  the  flat- 
tering prospects  of  the  Whigs,  who  had  fully  relied  on  bmng 
called  to  office  by  the  Prince,  as  soon  as  the  Regency  bill,  then  in 
progress,  should  have  passed. 

At  the  election  for  Westminster,  in  1790,  Sheridan  who  had 
been  returned  again  for  Stafibrd,  having  assisted  Fox  on  the 
hustings,  Home  Tooke  termed  him  a  merry-andrew,  who  at- 
tempted to  cajole  the  mob,  when  the  quack  doctor,  Fox,  bad 
left  the  platform.  The  interference  of  England  between  Russia 
and  the  Porte,  and  the  state  of  the  Scotch  representation,  were 
the  main  topics  on  which  Sheridan  spoke  during  the  next  session. 
In  1792,  he  was  visited  with  a  heavy  domestic  calamity.  Mrs. 
Sheridan  died  in  that  year,  at  Bristol,  of  a  decline,  at  the  esrly 
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age  of  thirty-eight.  In  her  was  united  extraordinary  talent  to 
surpassing  beauty,  and  the  moat  intense  perception  of  the  enjoy- 
ments of  home.  For  domestic  privacy  she  gladly  abandoned  the 
feverish  but  flattering  excitement  of  a  splendid  professional 
career;  preening  the  a[^robatton  of  her  husband  to  the  ap- 
plause and  admiration  of  thousands.  In  all  the  employments  of 
private  life  she  displayed  a  romantic,  yet  exquisite  taste ;  as  a 
iDOther  and  a  wife,  she  could  not  possibly  be  surpassed ;  and  it 
may  safely  be  said  of  her,  that  in  manners,  virtues,  temper,  ac- 
complishments, and  loveliness,  but  few  have  approached  so  near 
to  the  ideal  standard  of  feminine  perfection.  It  was  happy  for 
her  that  she  did  not  live  to  witness  the  decline  and  distress  of  her 
beloved,  and  admired,  but  imprudent  husband. 

In  May,  ^'i9i,  Sheridan  had  to  make  his  reply  on  the  Begum 
charge ;  and  previously  to  its  delivery,  he  passed  two  or  three 
days  alone  at  Wanstead,  so  occupied  in  writing  and  in  reeding 
papers,  as  to  render  him  fearful  he  should  be  quite  unequal  to 
the  task.  This  mixture  of  real  labour,  observes  his  biographer, 
with  apparent  carelessness,  was  one  of  the  most  curious  features 
of  his  life  and  character.  On  each  of  the  four  days  of  his  reply, 
Sheridan  was  assisted,  as  is  the  custom  on  such  occasions,  by  one 
of  his  brother  managers  of  the  impeachment,  whose  business  it 
was  (o  read  whatever  paper  might  be  necessary.  Mr.  Michael 
Angelo  Taylor,  who  undertook  this  office,  asked  Sheridan,  one 
morning,  for  the  bag  containing  the  documents.  Sheridan 
replied,  that  he  had  neither  bag  nor  papers,  and  that  they  must 
contrive,  by  management  and  effrontery,  to  do  without  them. 
He  had  not  proceeded  far  in  his  speech,  when  the  lord  chancellor 
requested  that  the  minutes  of  the  evidence,  to  which  Sheridan 
had  just  referred,  might  be  read.  Mr.  Taylor,  on  this,  pretend- 
ed to  send  for  the  bag ;  and  the  undaunted  orator  continued  his 
address,  in  order,  as  he  said,  not  to  waste  time.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  papers  were  again  called  for,  and  messengers  were 
dispatched  in  all  directions  fur  the  bag,  which  Sheridan  aSected 
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to  suppose  had  been  mislud.  In  the  midst  of  the  outcry.  Fox 
ran  up  to  Taylor,  and  anxiously  inquired  what  had  become  of 
the  bag :  "  Sir,"  replied  Taylor,  in  a  whisper,  "  the  man  has  no 
bag !"  In  the  meantime,  Sheridan  proceeded  triumphantly  with 
his  speech;  and,  at  length,  in  answer  to  another  interruption, 
accompanied  by  rather  a  severe  expoatulaticm  on  his  inattention 
and  irregularity,  from  the  chancellor,  he  indignantly  observed, 
"  that  as  manager  of  the  impeocbraeDt,  on  behalf  of  the  house  of 
commons,  he  should  conduct  his  case  as  he  thought  fit ;  that  it 
was  his  most  ardent  desire  to  he  perfectly  cwrect  in  what  he 
stated ;  and  that  should  he  fall  into  error,  the  printed  miuutes  of 
evidence  would  correct  him." 

In  1796  he  married  Miss  Ogle,  daughter  of  the  Dean  of  Win- 
chester :  the  lady's  fortune  was  ^5000,  to  which  he  contrived 
to  add  thrice  that  amount,  and  the  entire  sum  being  vested  in 
trustees,  they  laid  it  out  in  purchasing  the  estate  of  Polesden,  in 
Surrey.  At  this  period,  during  the  debates  on  the  treason  and 
sedition  bills,  Sheridan,  following  the  example  of  Fox  who 
preached  popular  resistance  to  the  measures  of  government,  was 
betrayed  into  utterance  of  much  violent  and  unconstitutional 
language.  The  suspension  of  the  h^>eas  corpus  act,  and  the 
inveatigatioD  of  the  Prince''s  debts,  were  the  next  events  of  con- 
sequence in  which  he  stood  conspicuously  forward.  His  conduct 
during  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore  was  eminently  patriotic :  discard- 
ing all  party  feelings  and  private  views,  he  zealously  supported 
ministers ;  and  nobly  declared,  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
the  king  had  an  undoubted  right  to  call  od  all  classes  of  his  sub- 
jects to  maintain  the  laws,  and  give  effect  to  the  measures  of 
government  Immediately  att^  Mr.  Grey's  motion  fat  reform 
had  been  r^ected  by  tbe  bouse,  he  seceded,  with  Fox  and  his 
adheraits,  from  parliament ;  but  had  the  mortification  to  per- 
ceive, that  this  manoeuvre  created  no  srasation,  and  was  pro- 
ductive of  no  benefit.  The  Irish  rebellion,  in  1798,  furnished 
an  inexhaustible  topic  for  his  eloquence,  and  he  repeatedly  im- 
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puted  to  the  critninal  mi^ovenimeat  of  the  "  wicked  miniiten," 
all  tbe  horrors  which  were  then  raging  in  his  unhappy  country. 
Sheridan  cootinued  to  adhere  pertinaciously  to  his  party ;  re- 
fuaDg  a  lucrative  situatioa  offered  by  government  to  his  son,  and 
meeting  with  coldness  a  message  from  the  kttig,  ■*  expresidTe  of 
tbe  ^^robatioaof  which  he  regarded  his  public  conduct,  and  the 
pleasure  he  should  feel  in  conferring  upon  him  some  mark  of  his 
royal  favour.  In  1804,  he  received  a  welcome  accessitHi  to  his 
income^  by  a  grant  from  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  the  receivership 
of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  "  as  a  trifling  proof  of  that  sincere 
friendship  his  Royal  Highness  had  always  professed  and  felt  for 
him  during  a  long  series  of  years."  The  wishes  of  tbe  prince 
deterred  Sheridan  from  uniting  himself  to  the  Addington  admi- 
nistration, although  he  supported  it  with  a  view  to  prevent  tbe 
return  of  Pitt  to  the  helm  of  state.  The  latter,  however,  was 
aoaa  recalled  to  office,  in  which  he  continued  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1806.  The  Fox  and  Grenville  parties 
then  coalesced,  and  succeeded  to  power.  Sheridan,  sharing  in  tbe 
triumph  of  bis  friends,  obtained  tbe  treasureship  of  the  navy ; 
which,  however,  be  considered  totally  inadequate  to  bis  merits, 
although  his  necesades,  the  result  of  constant  imprudence,  ren- 
dered it  highly  acceptable.  On  the  death  of  Fox,  which  soon 
'  afterwards  occurred,  Sheridan  felt  anxious  to  offer  himself  as  a 
candidate  to  the  electors  of  Westminster ;  but  was  deterred  by 
an  intimation  from  Lord  Granville,  who  is  said  to  have  looked 
with  no  favourable  eye  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  that  go- 
vernment bad  promised  its  influence  to  £arl  Perey.  Parliament 
being  socm  afterwards  dissolved,  and  Earl  Percy  having  declined 
to  offer  bimsdf  again  for  Westminster,  Sheridan  was  proposed 
as  one  of  the  candidates,  and,  after  a  tumultuous  contest,  was 
triumphantly  elected.  With  bitter  regret  he  beheld  his  col- 
leagues ru^  into  those  measures  which  drove  him,  with  them, 
from  office ;  and,  stripped  of  emolument  and  power,  be  once 
more  returned  to  tbe  ranks  of  opposition,  a  disappointed  man, 
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but  an  unchanged  and  unchangeable  Whig.  On  the  sudden  dis- 
solution of  parliament,  in  1807i  he  again  became  a  candidate  for 
Westminster,  but,  on  this  occasion,  met  with  a  defeat,  and  sat, 
in  the  two  following  parliaments,'  as  member  for  Ilchester. 

On  the  34th  of  February,  1809,  a  fire  broke  out  in  Brury- 
lane  Theatre,  while  Sheridan  was  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  was  suddenly  illuminated  by  a  blaze  of  light.  Some  of 
the  members  immediatdy,  out  of  respect,  proposed  on  adjourn- 
ment; but,  though  he  was  evidently  much  affected,  Sheridan 
calmly  said,  that  he  did  not  think  the  misfortune,  however  heavy 
it  might  be  to  himself,  was  of  so  much  consequence  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislature  should  he  thereby  suspended.  He 
soon  afterwards  quitted  the  house  and  proceeded  to  the  theatre. 
Finding  on  his  arrival  that  all  exertions  were  useless,  he  returned 
to  the  Piazza  coffee-house,  where  he  is  said  to  have  displayed 
great  fortitude  in  his  remarks  upon  the  event.  A  friend  having 
remarked  that  be  bore  his  misfortune  with  all  the  calmness  of  a 
philosopher,  Sheridan,  who  was  taking  some  refreshment,  re- 
plied, "A  man  may  surely  drink  a  glass  of  wine  by  his  own 
fireside." 

The  proposed  erection  of  a  third  great  theatre,  threatened 
to  complete  the  destruction,  which  mismanagement  and  extra- 
vagance had  brought  on  Drury-lane.  Sheridan,  elastic  under  the 
pressure  of  misfortune,  still  buoyed  himself  up  with  hope :  he  de- 
feated the  plan  for  erecting  a  new  theatre,  and  exerted  himself  to 
find  means  for  rebuilding  his  own.  In  the  month  of  July,  in  the 
same  year,  he  attended  at  the  installation  of  Lord  Grenville  as 
chancellor  of  Oxford ;  and  it  was  expected  that  he  would  have 
been  one  of  those  who  obtained,  on  that  occasion,  honorary  de- 
grees. Two  masters,  however,  objected  to  his  nomination,  and 
all  attempts  to  win  ihem  over  proved  fruitless.  On  his  appear- 
ance in  the  theatre,  he  was,  in  some  measure,  consoled  for  his 
rejection,  by  an  unanimous  cry  of  ''Slieridan  among  the  doc- 
tors I"  in  compliance  with  which  he  was  passed  to  the  seat  c*ccu- 
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jneil  by  tbe  honorary  graduates,  and  sat,  in  unrobed  distinction 
among  them,  during  the  whole  of  the  ceremoDial. 

Like  that  of  his  great  political  rival,  Pitt,  his  eloquence  re- 
quired the  sdmulus  of  the  bottle.  Wine,  he  said,  quickened  his 
circulation  and  the  fancy  together ;  adding,  that  he  seldom 
spoke  to  bis  own  satisfaction  until  after  he  had  taken  a  couple  of 
bottles.  Arthur  Q'Leary  used  to  remark  tliat,  like  a  porter,  he 
never  was  steady  unless  he  had  a  load  on  his  head.  Watkins 
relates,  that  one  evening  a  person  who  was  sitting  in  the  Ex> 
chequer  coflee-house,  observed,  with  surprise,  a  gentleman,  who 
had  a  number  of  papers  before  him,  af^er  taking  tea,  emptying 
a  decanter  of  brandy  into  a  large  glass,  and  swallow  the  contents 
without  dilution,  at  a  draught.  He  then  gathered  up  his  papers 
and  hurried  away.  The  spectator  soon  afterwards  went  into  the 
gallery  of  tlie  House  of  Commons,  where,  to  bis  amazemrat,  he 
heard  the  brandy-drinker — who  was  Sheridan — deliver  a  long 
and  remarkably  brilliant  oration.  He  also  needed  the  excite- 
ment of  wine  when  engaged  in  composition.  If  an  idea  be  re- 
luctant, he  would  sometimes  say  a  glass  of  port  ripens  it,  and  it 
bursts  forth ;  if  it  comes  freely,  a  glass  of  port  is  a  glorious  re< 
ward  for  it !  He  usually  arose  at  night,  with  several  candles 
burning  around  him. 

Amid  the  struggles  of  party,  and  all  the  feverish,  but  to  him, 
delectable  excitement  of  political  life,  the  drama  still  possessed 
some  of  its  original  fascination.  He  shamefully  neglected  but 
would  not,  until  compelled  by  circumstances,  altogether  abandon 
his  theatrical  pursuits,  incompatible  as  they  were  with  his  poli- 
tical avocations.  His  finances  were  suffered  to  fall  into  ruinous 
confudon,  while,  in  return  for  the  devotion  of  his  talents  and 
time  to  public  affairs,  he  obtained  little  but  fame;  his  party, 
though  able  and  energetic,  having  but  rarely  enjoyed  the  sweets 
of  office.  His  debts  rapidly  accumulated  ;  his  intellectual  pow. 
CTs  gradually  diminished  ;  and  tbe  more  nearly  he  approached 
towards  poverty,  the  more  grossly  did  he  abandtm  himself  to  sen- 
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sual  indulgences.  In  the  course  of  bis  career  he  had  made 
numerous  eoemies,  and  many  admirers,  but  few  friends ;  and,  at 
length,  he  found  biuiself  not  only  destitute  of  health — partly 
it  must  be  confessed  by  calamity,  but  principally  through  his 
own  imprudence— of  credit,  inSuence,  reputation,  and  almost  the 
means  of  existence. 

In  the  spring  of  1816,  it  became  evident  that  he  was  bank- 
rupt in  health,  as  well  as  in  fortune.  The  partial  relief  he  ex- 
perienced from  a  few  friends,  and  the  loan  (in  other  words,  the 
gift)  of  ^100  from  Mr.  Canning,  afforded  him  but  a  momentary 
respite  from  distress.  Writs  and  executions,  out  of  number, 
were  issued  against  him,  and  he  had  the  greatest  difficulty  to 
avoid  capture.  At  length,  a  aheriff*s  officer  obtained  access  to 
his  chamber,  and,  but  for  the  interference  of  Dr.  Blain,  would 
have  carried  off  the  dying  orator  in  hia  blankets.  Had  be  been 
removed,  he  would  in  all  probability,  as  Dr.  Blain  told  the  offi- 
cer, have  expired  before  they  reached  the  spunging-bouse.  Lord 
Holland,  the  poet  Moore,  Peter  Moore,  Rogers,  and  a  few  others 
of  his  private  friends,  did  not  desert  him  ;  but  the  great  mass  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  been  on  the  most  intimate  terms  when 
in  the  zenith  of  his  fortune  and  fame,  neither  consoled  him  with 
their  presence,  nor  assisted  him  with  their  purses,  although  it 
was  known  that  he  lay  dying  and  almost  destitute.  Still  his 
sanguine  disposition  did  not  desert  him ;  the  phantom,  hope, 
hovered  round  his  couch,  and  cheered  his  departing  spirit. 

Moore,  the  poet,  relates  that  one  morning,  when  he  took 
Sberidan  a  check  for  ^IffO,  from  Rogers,  he  found  him  in  good 
spirits,  though  his  hour  was  almost  at  hand.  He  spoke  of  the 
price  he  expected  for  his  dramatic  works,  and  said  that  be  felt 
certain  of  being  able  to  get  out  of  his  difficulties,  if  he  had  the 
power  to  leave  bis  bed.  The  prince  proposed,  through  one  of  his 
agents,  to  present  him  with  ^200;  but  this  tardy,  and,  as  it 
was  deemed,  paltry  offer,  appears  to  have  been  rather  indig- 
nantly declined. 
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At  leigth  a  ooble-minded  iodividual,  wbo,  though  bj  no 
means  cm  good  terms  with  Sheridan,  forgot  in  hta  fallen  state 
that  he  bad  ever  offended  him,  and  aroused  the  public  sympathy 
in  his  favour  by  a  powerful  appeal  in  the  Morning  Pott,  which 
contained  this  animated  passage : — '*  Oh  !  delay  not  to  draw 
ande  the  curtain  within  which  that  proud  spirit  hides  its  suffer- 
ingB.  Prefer  ministering  in  the  chamber  of  sickness  to  mustering 
at  the  splendid  sorrows  that  adorn  the  hearse !— I  say,  life  and 
succour  against  Westminster  Abbey  and  a  funeral  '.^  Royal 
'  and  noble  visitors  now  called  at  his  door.  The  Bishop  of 
London  read  prayers  by  his  hed-side,  and  a  general  disposition 
was  exhibited  to  offer  him  relief,  but  no  assistance  could  now 
avail  him.  On  the  7th  of  July,  1816,  he  breathed  his  last,  His 
remains  were  deposited,  with  great  solemnity,  in  the  only  un- 
occupied spot  of  Poet's  comer  in  Westminster  Abbey.  His 
second  wife  and  two  sons  by  his  first  survived  him. 

The  source  of  Sheridan's  misfortunes  was  ambition,  or  an 
insatiable  appetite  for  display.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  he 
adopted  a  style  of  living,  the  expenses  of  which  far  exceeded  his 
limited  means ;  and  he  plunged  headlong  into  debt  to  keep  up 
ao  appearance  equal  to  that  of  his  opuloit  associates.  His  pride, 
and  increasiDg  desire  to  shine  in  superior  society,  prevented  him 
from  attempting  to  retrieve  bis  independence  by  abandoning  the 
course  which  he  had  thus  rashly  adopted  :  had  he  done  so  when 
he  began  to  discover  his  manifold  inconvoiiences,  his  future  pro- 
gress in  life  would,  perhaps,  have  been  more  happy  and  more 
honourable,  but,  in  all  probability,  much  less  brilliant ;  for  the 
same  vice  which  ultimately  led  to  his  ruin,  was  also  the  cause  of 
his  cdebri^. 

Sh^dan's  first  dramatic  production  was  the  comedy  of  "  The 
Rivals,"  acted  at  Govent-garden  in  January,  l'J^5,  with  moderate 
success ;  but  "  The  Duenna,"  a  musical  entertainment  which 
followed,  was  received  with  universal  admiration ;  and  his 
"  School  for  Scandal,'"  gained  him  the  highest  reputation  as  a 
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writer  whose  knowledge  of  the  manners,  tastes,  foibles,  and 
vices  of  the  age  were  unrivalled.  Besides  these,  Hr.  Sheridan 
was  the  author  of  *'  St  Patrick's  Day,  or  the  Scheming  X<ieu< 
tenant,'"  a  ferce;"  "The  Critic,  or  the  Tragedy  Rehearsed;" 
*'  Robinson  Crusoe,  or  Harlequin  Friday,"  a  pantomtme,  and 
**  Pizarro,''  a  popular  and  showy  play,  from  the  German  of 
Kotzebue.  He  also  wrote  "  Verses  to  the  Memory  of  David 
Garrick,"  1779>  ***>.;  and  "A  ComparaUve  Statement ^f  the 
two  Bills  for  the  better  Government  of  the  British  Possessions 
in  India,"  1788,  4to. 
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NOTBHBBB  20,   1780. 
Js  the  Oaeral  Eteeliitit  of  L780,  Mr.  Shtridmt  tea*  rttmnudfor  ai^ffbrd,  tipM 
whieh  oeeatum  a  PeHlioii  matpruailed  to  tht  Hmae,  eomplaimig  of  on  wmAm 
Eketio*,  and  contairtaig  a  ekargt  nf  Briber]/  aid  Com^tion  agMtut  the  lil- 
ting Mmbtnfor  that  Borough. 

Mft.  Shekidan  rose  and  complained,  that  it  was  in  the  power 
of  way  petitioner  to  hriog  a  charge  of  crimes  and  misdemeaDours 
against  any  member  of  that  house  with  impunity.  Where  it  is 
allied  that  an  election  ia  undue  on  account  of  informalities, 
or  upon  certain  points  of  law  or  custom,  the  character  and  feelings 
of  the  member  ^;ainst  whom  such  a  pedtion  is  brought,  receive 
no  hurt;  but  the  case  is  otherwise  where  an  accusation  is  brought 
of  bribery  and  corruption  ;  crimes  so  high  in  the  eye  of  the  laws 
aod  constitution  of  this  couatry.  He  therefore  expressed  a 
wish  that  some  gentleman,  of  greater  experieoce  in  parliament 
and  consequence  than  himKlf,  would  devise  some  method  of 
preventing  frivolous  and  malicious  petitiotu ;  and  of  punishing 
their  authors  suitably  to  the  nature  <^  their  offences.  It  was 
very  hard  that  a  gentleman  should  lie  under  the  imputation  of 
crimes  of  which  be  was  innocent,  for  a  whole  year,  perhaps  for 
8  longer  period.  He  observed  also,  that  under  such  circum- 
stances, every  member  who  had  been  fairly  and  independently 
elected,  must  feel  equally  for  the  credit  of  his  cMistituents, 
from  whom  he  derived  bis  trust,  and  whose  character,  as  well 
vol..  I.  B.  ^--  I 
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as  interest,  it  was  his  duty  to  defend :  that  it  certainly  was  a 
most  serious  hardship,  that  upon  the  accusation  of  a  few  of  the 
lowest  and  most  unprincipled  Toters  in  any  borough,  a  numerous 
and  respectable  body  should  remain  traduced  and  stigmatized 
in  the  eyes  of  that  house,  for  the  space  of  a  year,  in  a  petition 
which  should  at  last  be  proved  a  gross  and  groundless  libel.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  some  gentleman  of  more  experience  than 
himself,  would  turn  their  thoughts  towards  providing  some  just 
and  adequate  remedy  to  this  evil,  and  some  exemplary  penalties, 
whenever  charges  of  so  gross  a  nature  are  preferred  on  frivolous 
grounds,  and  with  unfair  purposes.  [He  was  heard  with  parti- 
cular attention,  the  house  being  uncommonly  still  while  he  was 
speaking.] 

Mr.  Rigby  agreed  with  the  honourable-  gentleman  in  the 
justness  of  his  complaint  He  afterwards,  however,  thought 
proper  to  attempt  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  any  memberls  being 
concerned  for  the  character  of  his  constituents ;  and  to  throw 
out  some  insinuations  agunst  the  burgesses  of  Stafford. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  though  these  ministerial  members, 
who  chiefly  robbed  and  plundered  their  constituents,  might 
afterwards  affect  to  despise  them,  yet  gentlemen,  who  fdt 
properly  the  nature  of  the  trust  allotted  to  then),  would  always 
treat  them  and  speak  of  them  with  respect.  He  then  alluded  to 
the  late  member  for  Stafford,  Mr.  W.  and  drew  a  comparison 
between  him  and  bis  honourable  friend  S.  not  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  former,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Rigby  thought,  that  all  such  matters  were  to  be  judged 
of  in  the  committees.  It  was  very  hard  to  Ue  under  the  8u»- 
picioQ  of  such  enormities  as  bribery  and  corruption.  He  pitied 
poor  Stafford ;  but  poor  Stafford  must  endure  suspicion,  and 
even  imputation,  for  a  time ! 

Mr.  Fox  supported  Mr.  Sheridan ;  and  at  length  the  Speaker 
reminded  the  bouse  that  thwe  was  no  question  before  them. 


NOVBHBBK  27. 

THANKS   TO   EAXL    CORNWALLIS.    ANO    OENEBAL    SIR   HEKRY 

CLINTOS. 

Mx.  Shbeidam  observed,  that  Mr  Coke  had  expressed  an 
earaest  deaire  that  his  motion  might  pass  unanimou^y,  thougfi 
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he  knew  that  there  were  in  that  house  different  descriptions  of 
men,  who  could  not  assent  to  a  vote  that  would  imply  a  recog- 
nition or  approbation  of  the  American  war.  If  so  many  were  to 
be  included  in  this  vote  of  th^ks,  why  exclude  any  who  had  an 
equal  title  to  the  applause  of  the  house,  with  those  particularised 
in  the  nmtiuaP  AVTiy  not  thank  General  Prevost,  for  example, 
for  his  victory  over  the  enemy  at  Savannah  ?  a  victory  that  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  success  at  Charles  Town,  and  which 
led  the  way  to  that  at  Camden  P 

He  hoped  that  a  motion  would  not  be  objected  to,  to  thank 
Oen^ral  Preroat,  that  the  victory  gained  by  him  was  a  victory 
only  over  the  French.  Mr.  Sheridan  asked  farther,  why  the 
thanks  of  the  bouse  had  not  been  voted  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  success  at  Charles  Town  f  And 
what  must  be  the  feelings  of  diat  general  officer,  when  he  reflected 
that  the  thanks  of  the  house  were  voted  to  him  only  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resdution  to  thank  Earl  ComwallisF 

Mr.  Sheridan  apoto^sed  to  Mr.  Rigby  for  not  answering  some 
things  that  had  fallen  from  bim,  in  the  same  ludicrous  strain, 
in  which  he  chose  to  view  everything,  excepting  what  related 
immediately  to  his  own  interest.  In  his  own  opinion  there  were 
some  things  too  serious  for  ridicule,  and  the  question  before 
them,  if  ever  any  question  did,  merited  a  serious  and  grave 
diicuBSJon.  He  acknowledged  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
a  fund  of  drollery  and  humour  ;  but  he  liked  his  ingenuity,  his 
humour,  and  his  counsels,  better  than  his  political  arguments. 

n«  MotiMi  wai  earned  wilhtnl  a  dwitkm. 


^BBOABT  36. 
SECOND  BEADING  OF  THE  BILL  FOB  TUB  BETTER  XEGDLATION 
OF  HIS  UAJESTt'e  CIVIL  LIST  BEVKNDE  ;  AND  FOa  ABOLIBH- 
IHfi  SEVEBAL  DSELESS,  EXPENSIVE,  AND  INCONVENIENT 
places;  and  FOU  applying  the  monies  ABISING  THEKE' 
FBOU  TO  THE  FITBLIC  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Coartnay  having  ridiculed  the  etmduet  of  tht  oppotitioti  memberi,  in  a 
tpewk  of  time  length,  and  in  xhick  he  obirrvtd  that  0  libertg  !  0  rjrfiie  t  Ong 
eouMtrj  I  hat  bet»  the  i»cena»t  pathetic,  hut  /iJiasiota  erg  of  former  oppotitiom  ; 
lie  pretrtU,  he  tea*  nire,  acted  ok  purer  Mofnw*.  7%cjr  wtpl  over  their  bletding 
ttmnlrg;  gel  the  "patriot  fgt,in  afint  phrena/  roliing,"  deigned lo  eati  a  WJmI- 
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ful  iqHint  on  ricliei  and  Aonort  enjojied  by  the  minjtfer  and  Atf  vraol  npporler*. 
Jfhe  atre  not  apprthaintje  ofhtuardrng  a  ludieroti*  atttmtM Cieluch  kekaemieaa 
alwayi  intpropar  on  a  terioui  sahject)  Ae  vHndd  cnmpare  their  etmdnct  to  the  im- 
tinental  Merman'a  in  one  of  Hogarth't  prntti,  ako,  toAm  hU  daughter  it  expir- 
ing,  torarf  indted  a  parental /ace  of  grief  and  lolicitude,  but  it  it  to  nenre  her 
diamond  ring  ahich  he  itdrauing  gently  from  her  finger. 

Mb.  Shebidan  rose  and  reprehended  Mr.  CourteDay  for 
'  turning  everything  that  passed  into  ridicule ;  and  for  having 
introduced  into  the  house  a  style  of  reasoning,  in  his  opinion, 
every  way  unsuitable  to  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  sub- 
jects that  came  under  their  discussion.  If  they  could  not  act 
with  dignity,  he  thought  they  might  at  least  debate  with 
decency.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  would  not  attempt  to  answer 
Mr.  Courtenay's  arguments,  for  it  was  impossible  seriously  to 
reply  to  what,  in  every  part,  had  an  infusion  of  ridicule  in  it. 
Two  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  similies,  however,  he  must 
take  notice  of.  The  one  was,  his  having  insinuated  that  oppo- 
sition was  envious  of  those  who  basked  in  court  sunshine ;  and 
desirous  merely  to  get  into  their  places.  He  begged  leave  to 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  though  the  sun  afforded  a 
gmial  warmth,  it  also  occasioned  an  intemperate  heat,  that 
tainted  and  infected  everything  it  reflected  on.  That  this  ex- 
cessive heat  tended  to  corrupt  as  welt  as  to  cherish ;  to  putrify 
as  well  as  to  animate ;  to  dry  and  soak  up  the  wholesome  juices 
of  the  body  politic ;  and  turn  the  whole  of  it  into  one  mass  of 
corruption.  If  those  therefore,  who  sat  near  him,  did  not  enjoy  bo 
genial  a  warmth  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  those  who  like 
him  kept  close  to  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  he  was  certain 
they  breathed  a  purer  air,  an  air  less  infected  and  less  corrupt. 
Another  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  allusions  was  not  quite  a 
new  one — he  had  talked  of  the  machine  of  state,  and  of  the  drag- 
chain  of  opposition.  He  would  only  observe  upon  this,  that  a 
drag-chain  was  never  applied  but  wh«i  a  machine  was  going 
down  hill,  and  then  it  was  applied  wisely.  As  to  anything  else 
the  gentleman  had  said,  he  should  not  offer  a  reply ;  but  should 
sit  down  with  assuring  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  most 
serious  part  of  his  argument  appeai-ed  to  him  to  be  the  most 
ludicrous. 
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MX.   BHKBIOAN  S    MOTIONS    POK   THE    B£TTEK    REGDLATIOI^  OF 
THE  POLICK  OF  WEITUINSTKB. 

Mb.  Shbbiqav  aow  rose,  agreeably  to  his  iotimatioD,  to  offer 
his  propositions  respecting  the  police  of  Westminster.  He  began 
with  saying,  that  if  he  had  presumed  to  offer  his  sentiments  to  the 
house  oD  this  subject  at  the  openiog  of  parliament,  he  should 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  apologising  for  the  presumption  of 
taking  up  the  matter ;  since  after  the  recollection  of  the  dreadful 
tumults  which  ravaged  and  disgraced  the  metropolis  in  the 
month  of  June  last,  he  should  have  naturally  conceived  that 
some  gentleman,  of  more  experience  and  more  weight  than 
himself,  would  have  thought  it  worthy  his  own  attention,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  house.  But  as  so  long  a  time  had  dapsed,  and  no 
gentleman  undertaken  the  important  consideratioa,  he  thought 
himself  both  justified  and  called  upon  to  the  task.  The  police 
of  every  country  was  an  object  of  importance.  (Gentlemen 
would  understand  what  he  meant  by  the  term  police ;  it  was  not 
.  an  expression  of  our  law,  or  of  our  language ;  but  was  perfectly 
understood).  In  a  despotic  country,  where  the  laws  were  regu- 
lated by  the  will  of  the  sovereign,  the  view  and  purpose  of  the 
police  is  to  give  comfort  and  security  to  the  subject,  and,  per- 
haps, to  furnish  secret  information  to  the  rulers.  In  a  con- 
stitution of  liberty,  like  that  of  Britain,  it  was  the  duty  and  the 
object  of  the  people  to  prefer  the  essentials  of  freedom,  to  the 
comforts  of  ease ;  and  they  were  not  to  purchase  internal  pro- 
tection at  the  expense  of  slavery.  It  is  not  a  dead  and  slavish 
quiet;  it  is  not  a  passive  calm  and  submission,  that  is  the  ultimate 
object  of  police  in  such  a  state ;  but  as  much  good  order  as  is 
consistent  with  the  busy  bustling  genius  of  liberty.  They  were 
not  to  be  awed  into  submiEsion  by  a  military,  dependent  on  the 
will  of  one  man,  to  whom  they  delegated  their  power ;  nor  to 
constitute  a  police  which  only  could  derive  maintenance  and 
effect  by  the  intervention  of  arms.  It  was  for  this  purpose,  that 
the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  prudently  and  wisely  established 
a  military  power  only  for  the  duration  of  one  year;  or  rather 
they  suspended  the  illegality  of  the  military  power  for  a  year. 
It  was  for  this,  that  they  would  intrust  no  permanent  and 
durable  military  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ;  but  preserved  to 
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themeclves  the  security  of  escape,  whenever  that  military  should 
be  miBapplied  to  objects  for  which  it  was  oot  designed.  The 
police  of  WesttninHter,  in  its  present  condition,  was  wretched 
and  miserable.  Its  state  was  too  well  known  to  every  g^itleman 
who  heard  him,  to  require  description:  its  weakness  and  in- 
efficacy  were  too  severely  felt  at  the  late  dreadful  period,  to  be 
depended  upon  in  future.  To  that  we  were  to  ascribe  the  riots 
and  the  outrages  that  had  broke  forth  in  June  last ;  and  which 
had  raged  without  control  fw  many  days.  To  that  we  were  to 
ascribe  the  order  which  had  been  issued  to  the  military,  to  act 
without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  the  civil  power.  To  that  we 
were  to  ascribe  the  establishment  of  military  power  in  this 
country  for  four  mouths,  and  its  being  extended  to  every  part  of 
the  counrry.  It  was  the  police  of  Westminster  that  had  given 
rise  to  all  these  calamities  and  alarms ;  and  yet  not  one  measure 
had  been  taken,  or  attempt  made,  to  correct  that  police,  or  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  same  dangers. 

He  was  aware,  that  it  might  be  said,  that  if  the  n^ligence 
and  the  incapacity  of  the  civil  power  of  Westminster  had  con- 
tributed BO  much  to  these  evils,  the  same  imputation  ought  to  be  , 
thrown  upon  the  magistracy  of  the  city  of  London  ;  since  the 
tumults  had  reigned  with  equal  impunity  in  that  city,  and  with 
equal  consequences.  To  this  he  could  only  say,  that  he  could 
not  forget  for  a  moment,  that  the  tumults  began  in  the  city  of 
Westminster ;  that  there  they  had  their  small  beginnings ;  and 
that  there  they  might  have  been  checked  with  less  exertion  than 
in  the  subsequent  progress  of  their  accumulating  force.  But  the 
success  of  the  riots  in  the  city  of  London,  had  been  ascribed  to 
the  watit  of  conduct  and  courage  in  the  chief  magistrate.  It  was 
to  him,  and  not  to  the  civil  power  in  general  of  that  city  that  the 
blame  was  given.  By  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  be  would  be 
permitted  to  say,  that  if  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  of 
London  was  condemned  for  not  having  animated  and  directed 
the  resistance ;  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Middlesex 
ought  also  to  be  charged  with  inattention  and  inactivity  in  these 
scenes.  If  responsibility  was  to  be  proportioned  to  trust,  which 
certainly  was  the  rule  and  measure  of  justice,  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex  was  infinitely  more  criminal  and 
guilty  than  any  other  man ;  because  bis  obligation  and  his  powers 
were  greater.     Invested  with  the  important  trust  of  appointing 
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and  regulating;  the  civil  power,  it  was  his  duty  to  tee  that  the 
magistrat«B  and  the  officers  which  he  had  put  into  the  commiwion, 
did  their  duty  to  their  country ;  and  if  they  did  not,  he  ought 
to  have  collected  them  together,  to  have  appointed  them  to  their 
stations,  and  to  have  put  them  into  active  employment.  If  it 
should  be  said  that  the  noble  duke  could  have  done  no  service 
to  the  kingdom  by  such  a  measure  at  that  moment,  because  the 
magistrates  were  such  that  they  would  have  disobeyed  his  orders; 
then  he  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  why  were  such  magistrates  put 
into  the  commission  P  The  crime  was  equally  enormous  in  either 
case.  If  it  should  be  said,  that  the  office  of  a  magistrate  in  this 
dty  was  so  exceedingly  troublesome  and  offensive,  that  geptlemen 
of  character  and  fortune  could  not  be  found  to  enter  on  it,  then  he 
would  ask;  why  had  no  measures  been  taken  to  put  the  police  on  a. 
more  respectable  footing  ?  and  "  after  the  melancholy  experience" 
that  you  have  had,  how  comes  it  nothing  has  been  done  since  ? 
This  is  the  material  question ;  for  after  the  fatal  experience  which 
we  have  had,  it  became  an  indispensable  duty  of  the  officers  of  the 
crown  to  whom  the  regulatioD  of  the  police  of  Middlesex  was  in- 
trusted, to  prevent  the  necessity  of  recurring  again  to  the  alarming 
expedient  that  had  been  used  in  June  last.  Was  not  the  conduct 
of  that  manor  men,  criminal,  who  had  permitted  those  justices  to 
continue  in  the  commission  ?  Men  of  tried  inability  and  con- 
victed depravity  (  Had  no  attempt  been  made  to  establish  some 
more  effectual  system  of  police,  in  order  that  we  might  still  de- 
pend  upon  the  remedy  of  the  bayonet ;  and  that  the  military 
might  be  called  in  to  the  aid  of  contrived  weakness,  and  deli- 
berate inattention  P  It  might,  perhaps,  be  the  wish  of  some  that 
the  subject  might  be  familiarised  to  the  use  of  the  soldier;  and 
that,  upon  occasions  less  alarming  than  the  last,  they  might  resort 
again  to  the  same  remedy.  It  was  a  matter  pretty  well  known, 
that  orders  of  a  nature  not  dissimiUur  to  those  of  June  last,  were 
given  to  the  military  on  the  acquittal  of  Lord  George  Cktrdon. 
Orderly  serjeants  were  attending  in  Westminster  Hall; — the 
courts  of  Justice  were  beset  with  soldiers ;— and  the  guards  were 
all  in  readiness  to  act  in  case  of  necessity.  He  did  not  assert  this  as 
an  imputation  upon  government;  he  did  not  say  that  they  ought 
to  have  stood  by,  tame  spectators,  and  beheld  the  city  set  on  fire 
ere  they  began  to  act.  He  only  wished  to  show,  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  weakness  of  the  civil  power  was  recognised 
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by  goTemmeiit ;  that  they  acknowledged  the  incapacity,  and 
applied  again  to  the  same  remedy,  iincMistitutional  as  it  was, 
before  the  necessity  was  ascertaiDed. 

There  were  only  two  reasonable  excuses  that  could  be  assigned 
for  the  conduct  of  the  government,  in  issuing  the  orders  that 
they  did  to  the  military  power.  The  first  was,  they  conceived 
that  the  riots  were  not  produced  by  t^ose  men  who  had  assembled 
around  the  house,  instigated  by  religious  enthusiasm,  and  im- 
pelled by  the  frenzy  of  apprehensive  zeal ;  nor  yet  by  a  set  of  va- 
grants and  abandoned  characters,  who  bad  industriously  mingled 
with  the  original  multitude,  and  taken  advantage  of  the  occasion 
to  commit  hostilities  and  depredations  on  the  metropolis ;  but  that 
they  were  the  effect  of  a  deliberate  and  deep-laid  scheme ;  a 
conspiracy,  contrived  by  the  enemieB  of  this  country,  with  the 
intention  of  spreading  plague,  pestilence,  and  famine  over  this 
kingdom  ;  to  lay  the  metropolis  in  ashes,  and  to  strike  at  the 
very  foundation  of  our  wealth  and  credit  as  a  nation.  If  Such 
was  the  sentiment  of  government,  they  might  be  justified  in 
applying  the  means  which  were  in  their  power  for  destroying  the 
diabolical  scheme.  If  such  was  the  truth,  we  should  have  re- 
course to  every  expedient :  we  should  have  regiments  planted  in 
our  churches,  picquet  guards  in  our  squares,  and  sentinels, 
instead  of  watchmen,  in  our  streets.  This  was  the  sentiment  and 
the  opinion  which  had  been  propagated  by  government,  as  thdr 
excuse  and  their  commendation.  A  grave  and  venerable  chief 
justice  had  pronounced  this  assertion  in  the  house  of  peers;  and 
another  chief  justice  had  delivered  it  from  the  brach  ;  and  on 
this  respectable  authority,  the  world  are  desired  to  believe,  that 
the  whole  was  a  systematic  conspiracy  of  the  enemy,  levelled  at 
the  being  and  existence  of  the  empire.  This  was  an  opioicm  which, 
if  it  was  true,  would  justify  the  exertions  which  had  been  made: 
it  was  at  the  same  time  a  doctrine  which  he,  for  his  part,  could 
not  consider  as  just  or  well  founded.  Let  them  search  for  its 
truth  in  the  circumstances  and  probability  of  the  case  What 
was  the  conduct  of  the  two  houses  of  parliament  on  the  occaaoaP 
Not  having  been  a  member  of  the  house  at  that  time,  he  might 
for  a  moment  conceive  himself  to  be  ignorant  of  their  proceedings. 
It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  if  there  was  an  active  con- 
spiracy in  the  metropolis,  and  war  was  actually  levied  against 
the  person  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  two  houses  surely  sat 
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from  day  to  day,  and  day  and  nigfat,  in  anxious  delibontion ; 
that  there  were  coDferences  between  the  two  houses,  and  com- 
mittees ^pointed  to  fathom  the  plot,  and  contrive  and  direct  the 
means  of  national  salvation.  Was  this  the  cbse  P  No:  on  the  con- 
trary, the  parliament  did  not  meet ;  or  if  they  did,  met  in 
numbers  unfit  for  the  study  of  any  national  question.  They 
adjourned  their  Iwuses; — they  went  into  the  country,  and  left 
the  conspiracy  and  the  conspirators  to  the  fugitive  justices  of 
Middlesex : — tfaey  abandoned  tlieir  country  in  the  moment  of 
danger ;  even  in  the  hour  of  attack  they  flew  from  their  stations 
and  delivered  over  the  kingdom  to  the  care  of  those  very  men, 
whose  criminal  aegUgaice  and  timidity  had  given  strength  to  the 
iasurrectioQ  in  its  first  movements.  He  would  not  beheve  then 
that  parliament  concurred  with  the  chief  justice  in  this  sentiment ; 
he  would  not  libel  them  with  the  accusation,  since  he  could  not 
believe  it  possible  that  the  house  could  continue  so  remiss,  bo  inat- 
tentive, and  seemingly  so  ignorant  or  bo  careless  of  the  danger,  if  it 
had  existed.  In  the  house  of  lords  a  noble  duke  hod  at  that  time 
brought  forward  a  proposition  of  the  utmost  importance,  es- 
pecially at  such  a  mranait ;  and  there  were  but  nineteen  of  the 
hereditary  counsellors  of  the  realm  to  support  the  right  of  the 
subject  to  carry  arms  in  his  own  defence.  Was  this  a  proof  that 
the  empire  was  threatened  with  dissolution,  by  the  hostile  scheme 
of  the  enemy  ?  If  the  house  would  peruse  the  whole  of  the 
trials,  from  that  of  the  first  unhappy  man  who  had  been  brought 
to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  the  noble  lord  who  had  been 
tried  in  the  King's  Bench,  they  would  find,  that  the  noble  lord 
was  the  only  person  who  had  been  charged  with  high  treason- 
He  was  both  the  leader  and  the  army ;  not  one  of  bis  subalterns 
had  risen  above  the  humble  charge  of  felony  ;  and  he  was  the 
leader  and  the  army  in  this  groat  machination  against  the  being 
and  the  dignity  of  the  state.  Forty  thousand  people  were  desired 
by  public  advertisement  to  assemble ;  and  in  the  same  adver- 
tisement, the  civil  officers  were  also  d£sired  to  attend  to  keep  the 
peace.  The  forty  thousand  people  obeyed  the  invitation ;  but 
the  justices  and  the  constables  did  not.  Though  it  could  hardly 
be  believed  that  so  many  people  could  assemble,  however  pious 
in  their  intentions,  however  orderly  in  their  demeanour,  without 
giving  rise  to  some  disturbance,  by  the  interposition  of  vagabonds, 
wlto  would  take  advantage  of  the  occasion ;  yet  the  civil  officers 
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took  no  notice  of  the  advertisement.  They  assembled ;  and  as 
it  wss  suspected,  a  multitude  of  the  most  abandoned  wretches 
mingled  with  them,  and  they  pulled  down  a  chapel  that  night. 
So  weak  and  untrenlfendous  was  that  mob,  that  the  very  chief 
justice  who  declared  afterwards  from  the  bench,  that  it  was  an 
army  levying  war  against  the  person  and  majesty  of  the  crown, 
took  fire  or  six  of  them  with  his  own  hand.  Several  were  taken, 
and  afterwards  expiated  their  offences  at  the  gallows.  The  day 
after  they  were  silent  and  harmless; — a  very  significant  proof  of 
its  being  no  conspiracy ;  for  it  was  not  the  nature  of  a  plot  to 
admit  of  intervals  and  cessation ;  its  success  depended  on  its 
rapidity  :  it  would  give  no  leisure  for  detection  and  defence— 
but  with  closeness  it  would  connect  dispatch.  When  they  rose 
again,  they  demolished  the  bouse  of  a  gentleman,  whom  he  could 
not  better  describe  than  by  saying,  it  was  a  house  that  should 
have  fallen  by  any  other  storm  than  that  of  popular  fury.  It 
was  then,  and  not  before,  that  their  rage  burst  out ;  and  they 
went  to  pull  down  and  destroy  the  prisons,  as  if  conscious  of 
their  guilt,  and  knowing  that  they  could  find  no  fit  associates  for 
men  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  a  deed,  but  in  the  cells  and 
dungeons,  among  those  wretches  who  bod  forfeited  their  lives  to 
the  laws  of  their  country.  In  all  the  trials,  in  all  the  proceedings, 
gentlemen  would  find  no  solid  and  convincing  proof  of  there 
having  been  any  deep-laid  scheme — any  regular  machination,^ 
any  plot  against  the  country  in  these  riots. 

The  other  reason  which  might  justify  government  for  the 
orders  which  they  issued,  was,  that  they  believed  the  substitutioo 
of  the  military  to  be  a  safe,  easy,  and  constitutional  measure,  in 
all  cases  of  tumult  and  riot.  He  would  not  attempt  to  go  into 
any  serious  investigation  of  this  argument ;  but  only  assert,  if  it 
were  true,  that  in  cases  of  extreme  danger,  such  a  remedy  might 
be  safe,  easy,  and  constitutional.  Still  it  would  be  improper  to 
be  acknowledged  by  parliament ;  for  what  might  bel^ally  done, 
would  be  done  oftener.  He  wished  to  see  a  bill  of  indemnity 
pass,  by  which  the  question  would  be  established  on  its  proper 
basis ;  and  the  people  would  have  the  confidence  of  knowing,  that 
though  the  late  interference  was  salutary,  it  was  unconstitutional. 
If  he  wanted  any  additional  reason  to  convince  him  of  the  danger 
of  leaving  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  a  circumstance 
which  occurred  in  tlie  other  house  on  the  opening  of  the  session. 
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would  give  him  the  most  convindng  pfoof  of  the  necessity  of 
decidiog  on  the  doctrine.  This  vas,  that  His  Majesty  was  pndsed 
and  exalted,  for  not  having  acted,  in  that  hour  of  terror  and  con- 
fusion, like  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  directing  his  arms  against  the 
liberties  of  the  country.  This  was  an  expression  so  alarming  in  its 
nature ;  so  threatening  and  so  formidable,  that  be  could  not  help 
thinking  it  incumbent  on  the  bouse  to  rescue  the  country  from  a 
suspicion  so  dreadful.  What!' was  it  in  His  Majesty's  power,  at 
that  moment  to  have  trampled  on  the  libertiesof  the  country,  and 
to  have  introduced  military  government  in  the  place  of  the  present 
constitution  ?  Was  that  the  crids  when  this  might  have  been 
established,  when  the  minds  of  the  people  were  lost  in  terror  and 
confusionP  No, that wasnotthemomentof danger;  thecrisiswas, 
when,  after  the  interference  of  the  military  power,  the  chief  justice 
of  England  said  that  it  was  legal ;  and  asserted,  that  the  military 
acted  not  as  soldiers,  but  as  citizens;  and  when  this  decWation  was 
not  objected  to  by  a  specific  resolution  of  parliament,  but  bore  the 
testimony  of  general  acquiescence.  That  was  the  momait  when 
the  liberties  of  the  people  were  in  danger ;  and  if  it  did  give  the 
opportunity  to  the  crown,  the  opportunity  still  existed.  It  had 
been  asserted,  in  some  instances  at  least,  without  a  cause,  the 
dangei  was  confined  to  the  metropolis ;  then  why  was  the  order 
extended  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ?  On  granting  that  it 
was  oecesary  to  extend  it,  why  continue  it  for  four  months  P  If 
this  doctrine  was  to  be  laid  down,  that  the  crown  could  give  orders 
tp  the  military  to  interfere,  when,  where,  and  for  what  length  of 
time  it  pleases,  then  we  might  bid  farewell  to  freedom.  If  this 
was  the  law,  we  should  then  be  reduced  to  a  military  gouemment 
of  the  very  worst  species,  in  which  we  should  bave  all  the  evils 
of  a  despotic  state,  without  the  discipline  or  the  security.  But 
we  were  given  to  understand  that  we  had  the  best  protection 
against  this  evil  in  the  virtue,  the  moderaticHi,  and  the  consti- 
tutional principles  of  the  sovereign.  No  man  upon  earth  thought 
with  more  reverence  than  himself  of  tbe  virtues  and  moderation 
of  tbe  sovereign ;  but  this  was  a  species  of  liberty  which  he 
trusted  would  never  disgrace  an  English  soil.  The  liberty  that 
rested  on  the  virtuous  inclinations  of  any  one  man,  was  but  sus- 
pended despotism  ;  the  sword  was  not  indeed  upon  their  necks, 
but  it  hung  by  the  small  and  brittle  thread  of  human  will.  He 
adverted  to  His  Majesty's  speech  from  the  throne  after  the  riots, 
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which  had  been  peculiarly  called  His  Majesty's  owd  speech  ;  he 
deared  it  to  be  read  from  the  table. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  first  part  of  His  Hajesty^s  speech  on 
the  19th  of  June  last,  viz. 

"  The  outrages  committed  by  bands  of  desperate  and  aban> 
d<Mied  men  in  various  parts  of  this  metropolis,  broke  forth  with 
such  violence  into  acts  of  felony  and  treason, — had  so  far  over- 
borne all  civil  authority — and  threatened  so  directly  the  im- 
mediate Bubveffiioo  of  all  legal  power,  the  destruction  of  all 
property,  and  the  confusion  of  every  order  in  the  state ;  that  1 
found  myself  obliged,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  affection  to  my 
people,  to  suppress,  in  every  part,  those  rebellious  insurrections ; 
and  to  provide  for  the  public  safety,  by  the  most  effectual  and 
immediate  application  of  the  force  intrusted  to  me  by  parliament." 

Here,  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  His  Majesty  takes  the  whole  upon 
himself — and  rests  the  issuing  of  the  order  on  its  true  ground^ 
the  necessity  of  the  case.  If  His  Majesty's  ministers  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  Sover«gn,  and  come  down  to  parliament 
desiring  a  bill  of  indemnity,  the  house  would  have  added  pane- 
gjrric  to  their  consent  i  and  would  have  praised  their  mode- 
ration in  the  second  instance,  while  they  extolled  their  exertion 
in  the  first.  He  entreated  the  house  to  forgive  him  for  having 
dwelt  so  long  on  these  excesses,  which  were  all  that  could  be 
urged  in  favour  of  ministers  for  acUng  as  they  did  on  that  occa- 
Bioa.  Either  they  must  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  outrages 
was  the  result  of  a  deliberate  plot  and  machination,  contrived  by 
the  enemies  of  this  country,  and  aiming  at  the  overthrow  of  the 
empire ;  or  that  the  substitution  of  the  military  was  a  safe,  easy, 
and  proper  remedy,  in  all  cases  of  riot  and  tumult.  These  were 
the  only  arguments  which  could  justify  ministers  in  the  orders 
they  bad  given.  He  would  trouble  them  no  farther  than  by 
offering  to  them  the  propositions  which  he  held  in  his  baud,  as 
the  ground  of  a  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  he  had  complained. 
He  carried  his  ideas  much  farther  than  he  had  brought  them 
forward  to  the  house,  but  he  had  been  restrained  by  the  opinions 
of  men  for  whom  he  entertained  much  respect.  He  now  read 
his  motions,  the  purport  of  which  were  as  follows : — 

1.  "  That  the  military  force  intrusted  to  His  Majesty  by  par- 
liament, cannot  justifiably  be  applied  to  the  dispersing  ill^al 
and  tumultuous  assemblies  of  the  people,  without  waiting  for 
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directions  from  the  civil  magistrates,  but  vhere  the  outrages 
have  broke  forth  with  such  violeoce  that  all  civil  authority  is 
overborne,  and  the  immediate  subversioo  of  all  legal  goveroment 
directly  threatened," 

2.  "  That  the  necessity  of  issuing  that  unpredecented  order  to 
the  military,  on  the  7th  of  June  last,  to  act  without  waiting  for 
directions  &om  the  civil  magistrates,  affords  a  strong  presumption 
of  the  defective  state  of  the  magistracy  of-  Westminster,  where 
the  riots  began.'" 

3.  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  magistracy  and  civil  power  of  the  city  of  SVestminster, 
with  respect  to  the  riots  in  June  last ;  and  to  examine  and  report 
lo  the  house,  the  present  state  of  the  magistracy  and  government 
of  the  said  dty." 

He  concluded  with  moving  the  first  of  those  propositions, 
which,  he  said,  as  it  was  altogether  declaratory,  he  trusted  would 
not  be  opposed.  At  the  same  time  it  was  not  essential  to  the 
subsequent  motions,  which  were  specific,  and  went  to  the  purpose 
for  which  he  had  presumed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house. 

The  Honourable  Geiteral,  then  Mr.  Fllzpalricli,  teconded  the  motion.  1^ 
Earl  of  Surrey  ol^ected  to  tht  latter  part  of  it  "  at  making  the  purport  of  llu 
•niolr  eague  aud  indelerminaie.  OvertArowixg  the  civil  power  wat  a  mallwt,"  he 
eberrved,  "  wAieA  tc»«U  admii  of  oorioiu  aeetplatiotu  ;  and  if  a  ditereiion  wu 
gieem  to  government  to  interpret  tkat  charge,  it  might  be  applied  to  euerg  riototu 
att  tphattver.' 

To  this  Ma.  Shekidan  replied,  the  noble  lord  had  not  accu^ 
mtely  attended  to  the  words  of  his  motion  ;  for  he  had  himself 
adverted  to  the  latitude  which  might  be  taken  in  interpreting  the 
exception ;  and  therefore,  instead  of  stating  the  order  for  the 
military  even  in  such  casesto  be  l^al,  had  only  called  it  justi> 
fiable ;  leaving  the  specific  justification,  as  now,  open  to  the 
review  of  parliament  in  every  particular  case.  He  had,  however, 
no  objection,  he  said,  to  leave  out  that  clause,  and  advised  it  to 
be  done ;  but  was  informed  by  the  speaker,  that  as  the  motion 
had  been  made  and  seconded,  it  could  now  only  be  altered  by 
another  motion  for  an  amendment. 

Mr,  Sheridan  withdrew  the  first  motion ;  and  the  house  divided 
on  the  second  proposition. 

Fbr  the  motion  94 :  agaimt  it  17  i-     The  third  motion  toot  negatived  icifhott 
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Mabch  12. 

MK.  BTNg's  motion  ON  THE  LOAN  OF  THIS  y£AR,  17S1. 

The  objtct  of  Mr.  Byng't  notion  wat  to  convict  llie  miiiula-  qf  having  made 
a  vorte  bargain  for  Ike  pablie  Ihan  he  might  how  node,  to  shea  thai  he  might 
have  borrmeed  money  at  S  per  cent.  That  he  mu  nfferrd  the  imneiuc  mm  of 
£38,000,000,  and  conteguenily  uot  umfn-  no  neeetnty  qf  hurrying  on  a  bad 
bargain.  That  thete  qferi  aere  Tnade  by  wealthy  and  reipoiuible  mm,  teho  were 
/klig  tqnal  to  the  $upport  qf  Ihtir  propoMiont.  That  their  propowh  were  re- 
jected mtk  contempt ;  and  that  it  waa  evident  the  new  loan  could  have  been  made 
leUh  NO  other  view  than  that  of  corrupt  influence.  7^  minister  admitted  that 
Ae  had  no  objection  to  the  frit  motion,  which  wot  for  a  iiet  of  all  the  mtbarribert 
to  the  new  loan  tpecifging  the  ninw  rabicribed  by  each:  the  eeeond  (for  alitt  i^f 
thote  wheie  offeri  to  become  ntbtcriben  to  the  mid  loan  had  been  rrjectedj  he 
conaidered  aa  uieleu ;  and  the  third  (for  copia  nf  all  leltere  and  paptrs  tent  to 
the  minieler  or  hit  lecretary  reapteting  the  loan  J  he  regarded  ai  unfair  and  im  • 
proper.  The  first  motion  being  then  agreed  to,  the  ttcond  aai  rejected  upon  a 
dtoition,  and  the  third  negatietd  without.  In  the  courie  of  the  debate  Lord 
North  obttrved  that  with  regard  to  the  idea  of  extending  the  infiueiace  nf  ike 
crown  by  meant  of  a  loan,  if  that  argument  mat  to  be  tried  by  the  tut  of  the 
pretent  loan,  it  would  be  found  he  hadmadenort  enemie*  thanfritndt  by  the  Utt 
tent  to  the  bank ;  upon  which 

Mr.  Shebidan  said,  that  an  expressioQ  had  dropped  from  the 
noble  lord,  which,  to  his  surprise,  had  not  been  taken  up  by  any 
gentleman.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  "  he  believed  it  would  be 
fouod  that  he  had  made  more  enemies  than  friends  by  the  list  he 
had  sent  to  the  Bank,"  as  it  served  to  make  Iiiin  believe  that  the 
noble  lord  was  coming  over  to  the  apioion  of  a,R  honourable  friend 
of  his,  who  had  brought  in  a  bill  lately  to  regulate  the  civil 
establishment ;  and  had  contended  that  taking  away  from  the 
minister  the  power  of  bestowing  great  pecuniary  emoluments  by 
loans,  &c.  and  of  appointing  to  places^  would  strengthen  the  true 
and  proper  influence  of  the  crown;  remove  a  very  heavy  clog  from 
the  heel  of  government ;  and  assist  the  progress  of  its  operations. 
By  the  noble  lord^s  complaining  that  the  present  loan  had  made 
him  enemies,  if  his  lordship  was  sincere  in  his  present  declaration, 
it  would  not  he  at  all  surprising,  if,  in  a  few  days,  the  noble  lord 
should  bring  in  a  bill  for  abolishing  all  those  places ;  lest,  by 
keeping  them  up,  and  making  enemies  to  government  by  them, 
he  should  destroy  the  influence  of  the  crown. 


■)„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 


1781.]  BIGHT  HON.    R.   B.   SHERIDAN.  15 

May  15. 

fartheb  debate  on  the  bill  fob  pbktkmting  abuses  and 

pbdfanations  on  the  sabbath  day. 

Mb.  Shekidan  said,  that  whenever  the  vice  of  gaming  was  to 
be  suppressed,  lie  hoped  that  most  pernicious  species  of  it,  the 
adventuring  in  lotteries,  would  be  the  first  object  of  attention. 
This,  it  was  true,  was  patronised  by  the  legislature,  and  yet 
nothing  could  be  more  detrimental  to  the  morals  of  the  people; 
for  it  not  only  promoted  the  spirit  of  gambling  among  the  lower 
orders  of  society,  but  by  suspending  all  industrious  pursuits^ 
tended  to  introduce  every  kind  of  depravity.  While  the  evil  was 
permitted  to  reign  in  its  late  extent,  it  was  in  a  fair  way  of  curing 
itwlf ;  for  every  second  tradesman  being  a  lottery-office  keeper, 
and  very  few  possessing  any  capital,  the  smallest  loss  made  them 
abscond,  and  the  public  credulity  was  thereby  gradually  di- 
minished ; — but  now  the  practise  had  been  regulated  by  the 
wisdom  of  parliament,  for  the  better  security  of  adventurers,  it 
would  no  doubt  perpetually  increase,  with  all  its  train  of  mis- 
chievous consequences ;  for  government  had  entered  into  a  sort 
of  partnership  with  the  office-keepers ;  and  as  they  were  to  de- 
rive a  benefit  from  the  success  of  the  delusions,  they  would  no 
doubt  do  everything  in  their  power  to  extend  their  dealings. 

As  the  learned  gentleman  (the  solicitor  general)  who  brought 
in  the  bill,  had  already  on  one  occasion  stood  forward,  not  only 
as  the  censor  morum,  but  as  the  arbiter  el^antiarum,  at  once  the 
Cato  and  the  Petronius  of  the  age,  he  hoped  he  would  be  active 
in  his  new  character,  and  join  in  putting  a  stop  to  lottery  gaming, 
by  bringing  in  a  bill  to  abolish  all  the  present  lottery  offices,  and 
preventing  the  opening  of  an^  new  ones  in  future. 


ON     THE  SECOND  BEADINO  OF    THE    BILL   FOB   FBEVENTINC  DE< 
8EBTION  IN  THE  WAVY. 

Mb.  Shbbidan  said,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr, 
Penton)  had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  one  objection  adduced  by 
Mr.  Dunning,  which  was,  that  when  sailors,  suspected  to  be 
deserters,  were  brought  before  a  j  ustice  of  the  peace  by  virtue  of 
tbis  act,  though  the  suspicion  turned  out  to  be  groundless,  they 
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might  neverthless,  by  authority  of  former  statutes,  be  imprasBed. 
HeiroDically  compliroented  the  board  of  Admiralty  for  the  high 
sense  they  seemed  here  to  entertain  of  the  hoDour  of  British 
sailors; — it  might  be  illustrated  by  a  very  trite  anecdote  of 
Julius  Caasar;  For,  like  his  wife,  the  character  of  our  seamen 
must  be  as  clear  of  suspicion  as  just  impeachment ;  they  not  (Hily 
must  not  he  deserters,  but  not  suspected  to  be  so. 

The  Attorney-General  answered  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  concluded 
the  debate,  when  the  question  was  decided  by  a  division  ;— 

Far  Iht  teeond  rtadmg  S5 ;  againit   it  73.     TV  bitt  in  amttqutitet  wo* 
throum  etl. 


ON  TRB  BILL  TO  EXPLAIN  AND  AMEND  THE  UABRIAOE  ACT. 

Mr.  FOx  movtd  a  elaiat  by  lehich  pertont  wtrt  da^rrd  taarriageable  mtluiHt 
tht  eoMnI  <ff  parentt  and  gttardiani  at  the  aga,  the  mnaan  at  nxttf»  and  the 
man  of  eightten;  and  that  ail  marriaga  mUmaiied  at  an  tarlitr  age  of  each  of 
thtpartit*  thmM  be  null  and  void.  An  amendment  tnt  moved  bg  Lord  Malion 
fo  alter  the  agei,  to  eighteen  the  vmman,  and  tiBeniy-otle  the  man. 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  gentlemen  were  so  inveterate  against  the 
marriage  act,  that  in  the  heat  of  their  zeal,  they  seemed  to  argue 
as  if  that  act  was  designed  to  prevent  marriages ;  when  it  was 
undoubtedly  true,  that  to  encourage  marriages  of  a  regular  and 
proper  sort,  was  its  real  aim  and  intention.  He  said  his 
honourable  friend,  who  brought  in  the  bill  (Mr.  Fox),  appeared 
not  to  be  aware,  that  if  he  carried  the  clause,  enabling  girls  to 
marry  at  sixteen,  he  would  do  an  injury  to  that  liberty  of  which 
he  had  always  shown  himself  the  friend ;  and  promote  domestic 
tyranny,  which  he  could  consider  only  as  little  less  intolerable 
than  public  tyranny.  If  girls  were  allowed  to  marry  at  sixteen, 
they  would,  he  conceived,  be  abridged  of  that  happy  freedom  of 
intercourse,  which  modem  custom  had  introduced  between  the 
youth  of  both  sexes ;  and  which  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  best 
nursery  of  happy  marriages.  Guardians  would,  in  that  case, 
look  on  their  wards  with  a  jealous  eye,  from  a  fear  that  foot- 
men and  those  about  them ,  might  take  advantage  of  their  tender 
years  and  immature  judgment,  and  persuade  them  into  marriage, 
as  soon  as  they  attained  the  age  of  sixteen.  In  like  manner 
young  men,  when  mere  boys,  in  a  moment  of  pasuoii,  however 
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ill-directed,  or  perhaps  in  a  moment  of  intoxicaticm,  might  be 
prerailed  upon  to  make  an  imprudent  match,  and  probably  be 
united  to  a  common  prostitute.  Mr.  Sheridan  Boid  be  was  ready 
to  admit,  that  the  marriage  act  had  some  absurd  clauses  in  it ; 
but  be  could  not  agree,  that  the  whole  of  that  act  was  so  im- 
politic, or  so  productive  either  of  mischief  or  of  inconvenience, 
as  to  stand  in  need  of  a  total  repeal. 

To  thitMr.  Fix  rrplied,  thai  tiu  honourable  friend  Mr.  Sheridan  had  mtmneh 
mgtnuilf  of  tirind,  thai  he  could  eontrive  to  give  an  argiantnt  vhat  Am  h« 
pleated;  he  eontidered  not,  therrfore,  tehen  tehat  he  taid  mu  recUf  ra  m^iport 
of  domeitie  (sramf,  he  thoitid  ground  it  on  a  Kith  la  prtterve  Uberly. 

JjK»  ffor  Mr.  Fixt"*  motion  J  36  /  Noe$  (for  Ltyrd  Mdum't  amendmaUJ  7- 


PKOsscnTioN  or  thb  amibicah  was, 

T^  Siny  opened  the  nuion  with  o  epeech  containing  the  deelaration  ^Iht  inlen- 
tion  ofgfivtmment  to  continue  theprctecntion  of  tie  Ameriean  war  to  the  latt  extre. 
mily,  notmlhtlanding  the  detperate  litaation  ofonr  ^airt;  and  art  addrtti,  framed 
itth^ntnalform,  wot  moved  bgMr.  Peretval.  The  attempt  to  pledge  the  houm 
hf  the  propoted  addrea  to  the  unqualified  support  of  a  determination  to  frantie 
and  drtperale,  in  tpilt  of  went  yeori'  dear  bought  experienee,  and  in  the  teeth  of 
national  hankmptey  and  mm ;  the  audacity  iff  holding  tunh  language  at  the  very 
inttaMt  when  the  calamitout  effect*  of  the  mUconduct  nf  tninitlert  eaUtd  for 
ptniltnet  and  h^eniliation ;  were  topia  ttrged  bg  Mr.  Fhz  with  great  eloquenet 
and  ability ;  and  followed  bf  a  tenert  rrprehauion  qf  the  principle/  of  war : — 
<^  the  delation*  by  which  parUattnt  had  fiem  led  o*,  year  after  gear  to  nqiport 
U !  and  of  the  groat  and  criminal  mitmanagement  that  appeared  in  every  branch 
ofadtniMtttration,  and  particularlg  in  the  marine  department.  7b  the  negligenoi 
and  Meapofi/y  of  the  minitter  at  th/i  head  of  thai  board,  Lord  Sandwich,  he 
OKribed  the  lota  of  the  amtg  under  Lard  Comwallia.  Mr.  Fhx  concluded  a 
tpteeh  of  great  length  and  commanding  eloquence  by  obterving,  that  tn  hit  opinion 
•0  addrm  whaltoever  thonld  be  tet  np  te  the  throne,  until  they  had  an  opportu- 
*itg  qf  going  down  to  their  contliluenta,  and  connlling  with  them  on  th» 
matter.  He  finaUy  propoted  an  amendment  winch  would  give  hit  Mt^etty  the 
atturance  of  their  loyally  and  »rai;  and  would  promiae,  »  amort  effectual  way, 
to  tnpporl  the  eitential  righli  and  permanent  interetit  qf  hit  empire,  Mr- 
JKgby  hating  animadverted  on  the  detire  expretted  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  othert,  to 
tait  tountel  from  their  eenetituenit,  which  he  eontidered  unconttitulionai,  if  not 
iOegal. 

M«.  Shsridam  rose.  He  reprehended  Mr.  Rigby  for  the 
omtemptnous  manner  in  which  he  had  spoken,  and  always  did 
speak,  of  the  constituent  body  of  the  country.     He  defended  the 
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honourable  member,  Mr.  Fox's,  ideas  on  the  subject ;  and  argued 
very  forcibly  on  Mr.  Rigby's  declaration,  that  the  house  were  in 
possession  of  all  the  sense  of  the  country.  Mr.  Sheridan  then 
adverted  to  the  aguments  that  had  been  urged  to  claim  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  house  at  this  juncture,  which,  he  said, 
all  went  to  prove  that  ministers  were  entitled  to  the  support  of 
the  country,  in  proportion  as  they  showed  themselves  unfit  to 
govern  it.  He  was  particularly  happy  in  his  manner  of  handling 
what  Lord  George  Germaine  asserted,  that  he  still  continued  to 
regard  America  as  the  brightest  jewel  of  the  crown. 

TTie  house  dividtd  tut  the  amtttdBtent :  Agn  139;   Niie»m.     The  original 
addren  vas  then  agretd  lo. 


DllCBlfBBIt    4. 

MB.  BDSKe's  motion  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE  CONFISCATION  AND 
DISPOSAL  OF  THE  EFFECTS,  &C.  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ST. 
EDSTATIUS,  CAPTOBED  8Y  AnMIRAL  SIR  GEO.  RODNEY  AND 
GENERAL  VAITGHAN. 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  very  unwilling  to  trouble  the 
house  at  so  late  an  hour ;  but  he  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  one 
plain  question  ;  and  that  was,  Did  the  honourable  admiral  (Sir 
George  Rodney)  and  the  honourable  general  (Vaughan)  consent 
to  the  proposed  inquiry  or  not  ?  For  if  they  had  no  objection 
to  it,  and  they  neither  of  them  had  hinted  anything  that  might 
lead  the  house  to  believe  they  had,  there  certainly  would  be  no 
opposition  to  it.  The  noble  lord  (North)  in  the  blue  riband 
could  not  possibly  be  so  good  a  guardian  of  their  honour  as 
the  commanders  themselves.  He  therefore  desired  to  know  if 
the  honourable  admiral  and  general  had  any  dislike  to  the  in- 
quiry ;  and  if  neither  of  them  gave  any  answer,  he  should  take 
it  for  granted  that  they  had  not. 

l^Htn  a  dmtitm  there  apptared/or  tite  mofion  80  ;  againtt  U  168. 


FEHRrABT  7.  1782. 

NAVAL  AFFAIRS  OF   1781. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  keiae  lo  enquire  into  the  cmuea  of  the  vrant  ^  tneett* 

of  onr  tiaeal  force  during  Ike  aar,  and  particularli/  in  the  year  1781,  Mr.  Fbm 

moved  Ihefolhmng  retolufimt  .•—"  Thai  it  appeari  to  thi$  eommtUt,  that  there 
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WMgrtmmmMageMtntwtkeadminutraHiMofiUKalifSttirtinlhei/eer  1791." 
In  iht  coKTM  of  the  debate.  Lord  Norlh  aJmilled  '•  thai  many  ofowrhe»t  nffi- 
eer*  tetrt  tmtvipliij/ed  and  ditguttgd ;  biU  that  it  bg  %o  hmidii  qpp«arfd  they  had 
am/  jti»t  came/or  their  dugtat." 

Hb.  Shbbidam  spoke  with  great  energy,  and  commented  on 
what  had  fallen  from  Lord  North  ;  particularly  in  the  expression, 
that  though  there  were  many  of  the  best  of&cers  disgusted,  they 
had  no  cause  for  disgust.  He  condemned  the  noble  lord,  in 
pointed  terms,  for  expressing  such  language,  at  a  time  when  that 
house,  and  all  the  world,  knew  and  felt  the  treatment  which  the 
veteran  commanders  of  the  fleet  had  experienced.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  with  most  forcible  expression,  declared  his  ab- 
horrence of  language  so  disrespectful  nod  unbecoming,  after  their 
shameless  behaviour ;  by  which  their  country  had,  in  its  worst 
momrats,  lost  the  benefit  of  sBsistance  from  such  distinguished 
characters  as  a  Keppel,  a  Howe,  a  Harrington,  a  Parker,  a 
Harland,  a  Pigot,  a  Byron,  and  all  who  had  been  driven  into 
retirement.  He  repeated  many  of  the  gallant  actions  of  these 
men,  and  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  just  influence  which  they 
possessed  in  the  navy,  and  the  credit  which  they  had  with  the 
people.  The  present  was  a  time  to  speak  out.  Men  must  not 
now,  from  false  motives  of  personal  prudence,  keep  from  the 
knowledge  of  their  country,  the  reason  which  induced,  or  which 
constrained  them  to  relinquish  the  service.  There  were  several  of 
these  officers  then  present  in  the  house ;  and  hoped  they  would 
now  rise,  fired  at  the  insult  oflered  them  by  the  expression  of  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  and  explain  fully  and  clearly  the 
reasons  which  they  hod  for  withdrawing.  One  of  those  admirals 
(Keppel)  had  given  that  explanation.  His  reasons  had  been 
too  evident  to  require  disclosure ;  but  there  were  other  dis- 
tinguished admirals  in  the  house  who  had  not  been  so  explicit; 
and  of  whom  all  the  world  entertained  the  highest  opinion. 
From  their  accounts  the  house  would  see  whether  there  was  either 
decency  or  modesty  in  the  language  of  the  noble  lord  ;  and  also 
whether,  after  such  behaviour  to  men  so  eminent,  it  would  be 
either  just  or  prudent  to  suffer  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  continue 
in  place;  for  he  was  a  man  born  for  the  deetructioo  of  the 
British  navy. 

Fhr  the  motion  183 ;  agaiiut  it  205. 
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Fkbkvabt  20. 
XR.  pox's   motion,   *'  THAT  IT    ATPEABS   TO   THIS  HOUSE  THAT 
THEKE  HAS  BSUM  GREAT  UISUANAGEMEMT  TN  HIS  HAJXSTT''b 
MAVAL  ATFAISS  IN  THE  YEAE  I78I  " 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  geatlemen 
differ  on  the  present  questioo.  The  public  notoriety  of  our 
failure  at  sea,  spoke  at  once  for  the  motion,  and  to  hear  gen- 
tlemen urge,  that  if  they  voted  for  the  motion,  it  ought  to  be 
followed  by  the  dismissal  of  Lord  Sandwich,  was  exactly  similar 
to  that  which  must  for  ever  appear  a  disgrace  to  us,  viz.  voting 
that  "the  influence  of  the  crown  had  increased,  was  stilt  in- 
creasing, and  ought  to  be  diminished ;"  and  negativing  the  very 
first  motion  afterwards,  grounded  on  that  resolution.  Surely,  he 
said,  we  were  not  going  to  fall  into  the  same  error  now.  It  bad 
beai  strongly  urged,  that  the  reason  why  Lord  Sandwich  should 
not  be  removed  now  was,  on  account  of  his  having  laid  his  plans 
for  the  ensuing  campaign,  which  would  be  all  frustrated,  if  he 
did  not  continue  in  office.  Good  God  !  what  good  could  be  ex- 
pected ft'om  the  future  plans  of  a  man  that  had  planned  so  badly 
before?  Certainly  nothing ;  and  if  that  was  to  be  the  case,  why 
was  there  a  new  secretary  appointed  a  few  days  back  ?  Had  not 
the  late  one  formed  his  plans?  Surely,  if  it  would  hold  good  in 
one,  it  would  in  the  other ;  but  he  wished  there  had  been  no 
plans  formed  by  the  late  American  secretary ;  for  he  dreaded  to 
see  the  day,  if  ever  the  army  should  return  from  America; — it 
must  be  an  awful  day  to  Bngland.  No  man  could  foresee  the 
consequence  of  what  might  happen  on  the  return  of  a  large  body 
of  men,  who  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  been  unnaturally  employed 
to  shed  the  blood  of  their  fellow-subjecta.  He  was  heard  through- 
out with  great  attention,  and  concluded  with  saying,  that  he 
dreaded  making  a  peace  till  the  marine  of  France  was  humbled. 
If  peace  was  made  while  the  house  of  Bourbon  was  equal  in 
marine  force  to  this  country,  he  feared  there  would  be  an  end 
not  only  to  the  commerce  and  prosperity,  but  also  to  the  dvil 
liberties  of  the  kingdom. 

For  the  motim,  317  ■'  agaiiuf  it  236. 
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OEMBBAL  COMWArs    UOTION    FOB  PUTTING  AS  END  TO  OFFBH- 
SIVE  WAK  IN  AHEBICA. 

•  /■  titt  eoarm  </  the  dthete  Sir  WUlian  AoAch  having  tnttmo/ni  Au  iaitiitiim 
qftiQling  agaaut  tie  t»otio»,  although  he  had  mtedm/moto'iifitoiiapreeedtng 
raraiiijr,  Mr.  Shtridai  in  a  motl  admimlile  fifee  o/talire,  ridictdtd  iht  tlrauge 
amdMel  of  a  man  who  hmu  the  rvprrimlativt  qf  one  iff  <mr  univertilie*,  and  Kho, 
from  Ait  erudition  and  eharaeirr,  wa*  ntppottd  to  have  an  in/IneiiM  on  country 
gaUhmm.  He  reprobaltd  the  paltry  mblerfnge  of  miiatteri,  tn  their  having 
trprttatd  and  viehedfor  a  tnet ;  and  mu  eei^dent  that  every  thinking  man  in 
tht  hotue  tKnid  «ee  Uroagh  it,  and  not  be  led  ialo  the  nart  m  artfnUi/  laid  for 
ihtm.  An  adjournment  wa*  made  by  the  Attoneg-Gtnrral ;  but,  on  a  divieion 
the  minieter  had  a  minority  nf  nine  againet  him ;  and  the  original  queition  wm 
afttneard*  put  and  carried  without  a  dimtion. 


HOTIOH,    BT  LOED    JOHN    CAVENDISH,   OF    CENSDEB  ON  HIS  If  A- 
JESTy's  UINtSTEKS. 

Mb.  Shbbidan  (who  had  risen  several  times  before,  but  had 
resumed  his  seat,  to  give  way  to  other  speakers)  said,  he  should 
Bot  have  risen  again,  not  haviDg  met  the  speaker^s  eye  before,  but 
that  he  thought  that  the  learned  lord  (the  Lord-Advocate  of 
Scotland)  and  the  right  honourable  gentleoiui  (Mr.  Rigby)  who 
had  followed  him,  had  led  the  argument  to  such  an  issue,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  one  who  had  a  respect  for  the  constituent 
body  of  the  country,  not  to  wish  to  give  his  sentiments  on  the 
extraordinary  arguments  they  had  used.  He  meant  to  speak  to 
a^  purpose;  but  he  wished  not  to  be  judged  by  the  test  laid 
down  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemao  (Mr.  Rigby)  for  he 
meant  to  give  no  offence  in  what  he  should  say :  though  it  was 
true,  the  rule  had  been  proposed  from  high  authority ;  for  un- 
doubtedly, if  the  degree  of  offence  which  speeches  gave,  was  to 
be  considered  as  the  criterion  of  eloquence,  the  right  honourable 
gentlemao  must  be  looked  up  to  as  the  Demosthenes  of  that 
assembly.  He  had  acted,  however,  in  that  da^s  debate,  per- 
fectly consistent ;  he  had  assured  the  house,  that  he  thought  the 
noble  lord  ought  to  resign  his  offices ;  and  yet  he  would  give 
his  vote  for  his  remaining  in  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  long  dedared,  tiiat  be  thought  the  American  war  ought 
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to  be  abandoned ;  but  he  had  unifoimly  given  his  vote  for 
Its  continuance.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  iDsinunte  any 
motives  for  such  conduct ; — he  believed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  have  been  sincere ;  — he  believed  that,  as  a  member 
of  parliament,  as  a  privy-counsellor,  as  a  private  gentleman,  he 
had  always  detested  the  American  war  as  much  as  any  man:  but 
that  he  had  never  been  able  to  persuade  the  paymaster  that  it 
was  a  bad  war;  and,  unfortunately,  in  whatever  character  he 
spoke,  it  was  the  paymaster  who  always  voted  in  that  house. 
His  attacks  on  the  noble  lord,  he  said,  appeared  only  an  ingenious 
method  of  supporting  him;  it  was  figurative;. but  aye  and  no 
were  speeches  that  did  not  admit  of  a  trope.  Mr.  Sheridan  then 
attacked  the  language  used  by  that  honourable  gentleman,  on  all 
occasions,  where  the  constituents  of  that  house  were  mentioned. 
His  manner  of  treating  the  late  petitions  on  the  American  war 
was  highly  indecent,  and  at  that  time  extremely  impolitic.  The 
people  began  to  be  sufficiently  irritated :  gentlemen  should  be 
careful  to  drop  no  expressions  of  contempt  towards  them  in  that 
house ;  they  had  borne  a  great  deal ;  and  it  might  be  imprudent 
to  treat  their  patience  with  insult.  The  way  to  prevent  the  in- 
terference of  the  people ;  the  way  to  destroy  those  associations 
and  petitions,  which  seemed  so  offensive  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  was  to  endeavour  to  make  parliament  respectable.  Let 
that  house  show  itself  independent ;  let  it  show  itself  consistent ; 
and  the  people  will  never  think  of  interfering ;  but  if  parliament 
became  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  the  people  would 
interfere,  and  neither  threats  nor  influence  would  prevent  them. 
He  was  sorry  to  observe  that  the  debates  of  that  day  had 
worn  BO  much  the  complexion  of  a  contentiwt  between  two 
parties ;  the  one  eager  to  keep  their  places,  the  other  to  get 
them :  for  this,  he  thought,  the  ground  of  all  others  on  which  the 
people,  who  were  the  real  sufferers  in  the  contest,  had  a  right  to 
say  they  woidd  be  heard  and  would  be  attended  to.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  adverted  to  the  Lord  Advocate's  attack  on  the  supposed 
dangerous  principles  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  sup- 
posing he  were  minister.  He  ridiculed  the  learned  lord's  appre- 
hensions,  that  his  honourable  friend,  were  he  at  the  head  of 
affairs  in  that  house,  and  ever  to  find  himself  in  a  minority,  that 
he  would  fly  from  the  decision  of  parliament,  cmd  appeal  to  the 
people.     What !  did  the  learned  lord  mean  that  he  would  ever 
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appeal  to  the  people  as  a  minister  P  Did  he  see  no  distinction 
between  a  member  of  parliament  applying  to  his  constituents, 
whose  agent  he  was ;  and  a  servant  of  the;  crown  holding  an  office 
at  the  will  of  His  Majesty,  attempting  to  appeal  to  them  in  that 
capacity  against  parliament  P — No,  were  his  honourable  friend  in 
the  noble  lord's  place,  and  were  he  to  forfeit,  which  he  could  not 
eaaly  suppose,  the  confidence  of  parliament,  he  was  sure  he  would 
.neither  fly  to  the  people,  nor  to  to  the  throne  for  support.  He 
would  disdain  to  continue  longer  in  his  office ;  he  would  not  cling 
with  the  convulsive  grasp  of  despair  to  the  helm,  which  he  was 
no  longer  able  to  guide:  on  the  contary,  he  would  no  doubt 
follow  the  advice,  which  the  learned  lord  himself  had  successfully 
given  to  a  late  minister ; — he  would  Instantly  retire,  though  not 
to  the  other  house  perhaps,  but  to  a  situation  more  honourable 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

The  noble  lord,  however,  in  the  blue  riband  (North),  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  was  certunly  not  likely  to  give  any  apprehensions 
of  this  sort  to  his  friend  the  learned  advocate.  He  gave  him 
full  credit  for  having  no  thoughts  of  flying  to  the  people  for 
rd'uge  upon  the  majority  which  had  appeared  against  him  in 
parliament.  He  dared  not  look  the  people  in  the  face,  much  less 
ask  their  protection.  He  would  as  soon  fly  to  some  town  in 
America,  disfigured  with  the  blood  and  miseries  of  this  inhuman 
war,  which  the  noble  lord  had  so  obstinately  persevered  in,  and 
hope  to  find  a  sanctuary  there.  Having  pressed  this  idea  with 
great  force,  he  took  a  view  of  the  arguments  used  by  another 
gentleman  (Mr.  Adam)  to  prove  that  opposition  had  been  chiefly 
instrumenlal  in  the  calamities  of  the  country  ;  and  after  reasoning 
very  forcibly  on  the  subject,  he  put  it  to  the  minister,  whether 
he  would  ever  come  forward  and  answer  to  the  world  with  such 
an  excuse  as  this ;  whether  he  would  ever  acknowledge,  that  he, 
having  had  everything  he  had  desired,— having  been  entrusted 
with  an  unbounded  treasure  and  immense  army, — having  had  the 
whole  force  and  the  purse  of  the  nation  in  his  hands,  he  had  yet 
been  defeated  in  all  his  projects,  by  the  talking  and  writing  of  a 
party  in  the  country,  who  had  yet  never  prevented  him  from 
having  a  man  or  a  guinea  he  had  demanded  P  he  believed  that 
the  noble  lord  himself,  whatever  situation  he  might  be  brought 
to,  had  too  much  candour  and  spirit  ever  to  stoop  to  such  a 
defence. 
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He  concluded  with  a  warm  panegyric  on  the  conduct  and 
principles  of  c^poeition,  which  be  said  he  should  not  preaume  to 
make,  if  it  were  not  in  his  power  to  assnt  that  he  gave  his  vote 
as  independently  as  any  man  in  that  house ;  that  no  man  should 
ever  dictate  to  him  ;  that  be  gave  it  as  he  did,  from  a  dncere 
conviction  that  that  party  had  ability  to  retrieve  the  affairs  of 
this  cxiuntry,  as  far  as  they  could  now  be  retrieved ;  and  that 
they  were  men  who  had  an  honest  meaning  to  the  crastitutioo 
and  liberties  of  the  country,  both  <^  which  he  thought  actually 
assailed  under  the  present  system. 

On  a  diwitm  thtrt  appwred  agu  226  ;  m>a  216 ;  m^oritji  i*  fawta- of  tht 


REFOST  FROM  THE  COHHITTEE  OF  WAYS    AKD  UEANS^DDTIES 
OH  THE  CARttlAeE  OF  GOODS  AND  INSCRAMCE. 

Mr.  Suekidan  said,  he  had  determined  to  avoid  saying  a 
single  word  on  the  subject,  as  it  was  an  awkward  and  em- 
barrassing circumstance  for  any  member  to  speak  in  opposition 
to  a  tax,  when  he  happened  to  be  materially  concerned  in  the 
object  of  it.  If  he  alone  was  interested,  perhaps  he  should  have 
taken  no  measure  whatever  on  the  subject  i  but  as  a  very  ex- 
tensive property  of  others,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  numbers  em- 
ployed in  that  property,  were  concerned,  it  would  be  unjust  to 
them,  and  an  abuse  of  their  personal  confidence  in  him,  were  be 
to  be  inactive  in  the  matter.  It  was  not,  however,  his  intention  to 
trouble  the  house  with  opposing  it  then  ;  he  meant  to  pursue  a 
very  fair  method  in  laying  before  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  treasury,  his  objections  in  writing,  with  a  real  and  candid 
state  of  the  question.  The  product  of  the  tax  was  but  a  trifle 
to  the  public,  in  comparison  to  the  injury  it  would  do  to  private 
property  and  the  oppression  with  which  it  must  be  collected. 

Mr.  Gilbert  declared  that  he  was  sure,  the  tax  on  the  land 
navigation  carriage  went  much  beyond  the  noble  lord's  estimate; 
and  might  be  rated  certainly  at  an  excess  beyond,  he  believed, 
the  whole  of  the  tax  of  all  the  carriages.  It  would  fall,  too, 
more  peculiarly  heavy  on  the  poor,  especially  in  the  article  of 
coals,  which  would  be  burdensome  on  every  rank  of  life.     Ha 
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said,  that  be  should  endeavour,  before  the  bill  for  reguUting  the 
carriage  tax,  was  brought  into  that  house,  to  poBBess  himself  with 
sufficient  arguments  to  oppose  it. 


IIB.  EDEN  S  UOTIOX  TO  REPEAL  80  MUCH  OF  THE  ACT  OF 
GEOBGE  I.  AS  ASSEBTED  A  RIGHT  TO  THE  XtNG  AMD  PAXLIA- 
MENT  OF  GREAT  RKITAIN  TO,HAEE  LAWS  TO  BIND  THE  XING- 
DOJt  OF  IBELAKD. 

On  the  20lh  qf  Marek,  Lord  North  eommmieafed  to  iht  houtt,  thai  hit 
Majesty  had  come  to  a  fkll  dtlrrminalian  ((f  lAangiiig  hit  tuinuten,  Onthefirtl 
dag  of  the  meeting  iff  parlitmeHt,  aflrr  the  recett,  the  agairt  of  Irrland  wrre 
ntexpectedlif  brought  i^ort  the  hoitte  by  Mr,  Edai,  v^,  hoeing  been  teerttarf 
to  Ue  Earl  of  Cm-liile,  Lord  Li«ultna)it  qf  that  coiatry,  woi  jiat  arriued  from 
thence  tnith  hit  retignatum  ef  the  vice  rogaiiy.  7St»  geniiemm.  after  taking  « 
political  vieiB  of  the  hittory  nf  Ireland  during  the  laH  two  gtarl,  ac^ainted  the 
hoiue  vilh  the  meaeuree,  he  taid,  teen  there  forming,  for  rendering  it  totallg  inde- 
pendent of  the  Britith  Legitlatvrt,  and  made  the  motion  tinted  above.  The  pre- 
eipUa/ion,  vHh  tohich  a  butineit  iff  nicA  magmtttdt  and  importance  toat  thxt 
attempted  to  be  fbrced  on  the  honee,  aithout  prroioat  eommunieation :  leilh  any 
ef  hit  Majettg't  aev  minitlert,  or  knoieledge  of  their  iaJratioM,  mu  teeereig  om- 
•werf  bg  maag  membert;  and  the  more  eipfciallg,  at  it  appeared  Mr,  Eden  had 
rrfitted  to  give  any  official  information  to  gopemment,  relative  to  the  ttale  of  the 
eomnlrg  he  had  jatt  left.  Mr.  Eden,  though  loudly  called  on  to  vithdraw  hit 
motion,  pereitled,  urging  it*  neeeitilj ;  Khen 

Mb.  Shebidan  rose.  He  observed,  he  could  not  sit  still  and 
see  a  question  of  this  importance,  which  was  then  just  going  to 
be  put  from  the  chair,  rejected  or  evaded  in  the  manner  which  it 
was  likely  to  be.  He  could  not  dismiss  his  hopes  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  moved  it,  might  yet  be  induced 
to  withdraw  it ;  and  he  was  convinced  the  greatest  mischiefs 
would  follow  its  being  otherwise  disposed  of.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Maosfield),  who  was  the  only  person  who  liad 
attempted  to  defend  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  EMen),  had  taken  great  pains  to  prove,  that 
it  made  no  difference  in  what  manner  the  motion  was  got  rid  of. 
He  differed  entirely  from  him  on  that  head;  and  he  had  the 
authority  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himself,  who  had  made 
the  motion,  on  his  side ;  for  he  had  expressly  declared,  that  if 
the  motion  was  evaded  by  the  previous  question,  or  by  moving 
the  order  (A  the  day,  he  apprehended  the  moat  Berioua  iniBclue& 
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to  Irdand  would  follow.  He  called,  therefore,  upon  that 
honourable  gentleman,  if  he  had  any  real  feeling  for  the  interest 
and  peace  of  either  country,  not  to  persevere  in  hringing  on  the 
mischiefs  which  he  acknowledged  he  foresaw,  Mr.  Sheridan  then 
proceeded  to  state  the  whole  of  Mr.  £^den's  conduct  in  this 
business,  which  be  attacked  with  great  acrimony,  as  scandalously 
unfair  to  the  new  miuisters,  who  though  he  was  convinced  they 
had  the  fairent  intentions  towards  Ireland  ;  yet,  if  he  declared 
himself  so  decided  an  enemy  to  the  principle  of  the  declaratory 
law  in  question,  which  he  had  always  regarded  as  a  tyrannous 
usurpation  in  this  country,  he  could  not  but  reprobate  the 
motives  which  influenced  the  present  mover  for  its  repeal ;  but, 
if  the  house  divided  on  it,  should  vote  with  him.  With  regard 
to  the  fair  representation  of  the  intentions  of  the  new  ministers, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  called  on  by  the  noble 
lord,  who  seconded  the  motion,  to  give  to  the  Irish  on  his  return, 
he  could  give  but  little  credit  to  his  intentions  on  that  head  ;  it 
was  his  business,  and  his  direct  and  explicit  duty,  to  have  given 
a  fair  representation,  and  full  information,  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 
to  His  Majesty's  present  ministers  here,  for  which  purpose  he 
bad  been  sent  to  London.  He  had  deserted  that  duty;  and, 
from  motives  of  private  pique  and  resentment,  had  withheld  all 
information  from  them  on  the  subject.  It  was  but  reasonable, 
therefore,  to  suppose  that  the  same  principles  would  direct  his 
conduct  on  his  return  to  Ireland  ;  and  the  same  little  motives  of 
resentment  would  lead  him  to  withhold  from  the  parliament  of 
that  country,  the  satisfactory  information  of  the  intentions  of  the 
new  ministers,  though  it  was  equally  his  duty  to  report  it. 


Mat  7- 

UR.  PtTT'a  MOTION,  "  THAT  A  COKUITTEE  BE  ATtOtHTEJt  TO 
ENQDIRE  INTO  THE  STATE  OF  THE  KEPSESEVTATIOK  IN  PAB. 
LIAMEHT,  ANO  TO  REPORT  TO  THE  HOUSE  THEIR  OBSERVA- 
TIONS THEREON." 

7%M  dfiate  wot  long,  and  abh/  ntpportti  hy  lie  mover,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  ^r 
George  Saville,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr,  S/ieridati,  and  olhert  on  the  tide  of  a  r^orm  ; 
ijr  Mr.  Pmcjri,  Mr.  Thoma*  Pilt,  aid  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scolhnd  againt  it. 
Oaa  dhiiion,  fAe  molioit  was  rtjecled by  a  minority  ttfltl  to  141.  Mr.  SMeri- 
da»  tpete  nmeh  in  favor  iff  the  motion,  andammered  the  Lord  Adnteate  in  eotrj 
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argmatent  he  hod  ntfeoneed.  He  look  up  tome  ta^iet  of  Sir  George  SamBe  mi 
Mr.  Coarleaegin  a  btauttfiU  wtaimtr,  Mdplaimls  themed  Ike  Mctuiis  nf  mt  eti- 
gmry  beimg  appointtd. 


BEPOBT  FROM  THE  COUUITTEB  OF  THE  B  O  BILL. 

Mb.  Shebidan  said  it  would  be  in  vain  to  prohibit  E  O 
tables,  vhile  a  more  dangerous  and  pernicious  mode  of  gaming 
was  countenanced  and  supported  hy  law ;  he  meant  the  gaming 
ID  the  lottery.  The  power  given  by  the  bill  to  justices  of  the 
peace  was  too  great  to  be  given  to  any  set  of  magistrates  ;  but 
still  by  much  too  great  to  be  given  to  the  justices  of  Westmin- 
ster and  Middlesex.  He  did  not  mean  to  apeak  of  them  all  as 
bad  magistrates ;  for  there  were  certainly  some  very  respectable 
characters  to  be  found  among  them  ;  but,  in  general,  he  would 
not  trust  such  a  power  to  any  set  of  magistrates,  as  was  proposed 
to  be  given  by  this  bill :  but  much  less,  when  many  of  those  who 
should  act  under  the  bill,  were  themselves  suspected  of  being 
proprietors  of  E  O  tables ;— to  his  knowledge  there  were  two 
Middlesex  justices  concerned  in  lottery  oftices.  He  would  there- 
fore recommend  it  to  the  house,  instead  of  passing  the  bill,  to 
turn  thar  thoughts  towards  a  reform  of  the  police  of  Westmin- 
ster; for  it  would  be  ineffectual,  nay  absurd,  to  pass  the  best 
laws,  if  no  confidence  could  he  reposed  in  the  honour  and  in- 
tegrity of  those  who  were  to  see  them  properly  executed  and 
obeyed.  ■ 

2Ke  report  woi  agrttd  to. 


OH  THE  VOTE  OF  SUPPLY  FOB  THE  NAVT. 

On  thi»  motion  being  pnpoied,  Mr.  Fm  rote,  not  to  oppote  the  titppliei,  but  to 
IntoKi  potiHotlg  and  explieitlf  whelhtr  me  were  at  peace  or  war.  He  taid  that 
on  the  33(1  Nortewher,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Lord 
Mafor  the  nuut  extraordiiiary  and  nnwarrantable  he  had  ever  heard  Iff :  and  had 
therein  attigned,  at  a  reatonfor  the  prorogation  (^parliament,  a  Irealf  qf  peace 
whieh  toaa  on  the  lapi*  between  Ihit  eouatry  aitd  the  belligerent  power*.  In  that 
letter  he  had  promised,  that  at  the  meeting  of  parliament,  he  would  itfform  hit 
lordtkip  and  the  pubUe  potiHeeh),  whether  m  were  to  have  peace  or  war.  The 
porUament  had  met,  and  the  pnblie  were  ttiU  in  a  ttate  ^  unetrtaiiUg ;  lieg 
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ictrtjtui  nmc  going  to  proeidtfor  tlu  nosy,  tad  w>  e*plamiUuM  had  brat  madt 
by  mhtUter*.  Ht  thertfon  ealltd  on  then  to  itand  foneard,  and  b^orm  tie 
houMt  whether  tee  were  to  ham  peace  or  war  f  ■  In  reply  it  via*  ttated  by  aumt^ 
tert,  that  the  promiional  arlicUt  woilU  be  Uud  before  the  hmue  on  the  intfani 
there  ehonid  be  a  eonclution  either  for  war  or  ptace.  "  note  artielet,"  ob- 
eerved  Mr.  Pitt,  "  acknowledged  the  ind^ttuhmx  qf  Ameriax,  tvbitanliaUy  and 
tonelHtioel]/,  and  the  recognition  eonid  not  be  rtooked,  ecen  if  the  preeent  treaty- 
thouid  go  <ifft" 

Mb.  Shekidan  said,  that  it  was  not  only  the  noble  earl  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury  (the  EUrl  of  Shelbume),  who  had  giv«i 
an  explanation  of  the  provisional  articles  different  fh>m  that 
given  by  the  ministers  in  this  house ;  but  in  a  public  company, 
where  he  was  some  days  ago,  a  noble  person,*  in  whose  words 
he  placed  more  confidence  than  thoee  of  the  noble  earl,  had 
given  an  opinion  exactly  correspondent.  This  was  not  a  matter 
of  private  cooGdence, — it  was  not  mentioDed  as  a  secret ;  and 
tho^ore  be  was  at  liberty  to  ntalie  use  of  the  explanatitn, 
and  to  advance  it  as  an  argument  of  caution  to  the  house,  how 
they  hastily  voted  a  war  establishment,  on  language  so  con- 
tradictory. 

Sir  Cerii  JTray  crn^rmei  what  Mr.  Sheridan  ttated,  m  record  to  the  eon- 
veraation  of  tke  Ditkt  nf  Richmond,  and  taid  that  thi»  oonirarUty  ofttHti- 
meni  gave  him  jntt  alamu,  and  made  him  heniaie  to  grant  a  war  ^abliahment, 
when  he  «oald  not  be  abmihtelg  eertain  that  the  war  aith  America  uroi  aetHoUjf 


MR.  FOXS    UOTION  FOB   A    COPY   OF   THG   PBOTISIOKAL   TREATr 
WITH  AHXBICA. 

In  the  eourie  if  tint  debate  Mr-  Sheridan  adverted  to  what  he  had  taid  of  the 
eommmnealian  made  bg  a  nobU  Atke  in  a  piMie  eompang.  "  T%at  eommmnica- 
tion  both  he  and  Sir  Cecil  Wrag  clearly  underitood  to  be  pubUc,  and  not  onlg 
to,  but  that  they  had  the  noble  dnke't  expree*  leave  to  mention  it  in  thai  houte," 
Thit  wu  contradieted  by  Mr.  Steele,  vpon  nAiek  Mr.  Sheridan  again  averred, 
"  that  direct  authority  wo*  given  by  hi*  grace  the  Duke  <tf  Riciimond  to  5fr 
Cecil  Wray,  to  rdate  the  eoneerKaion  in  the  home." 


*  The  Duke  of  [Uchmond,  in  a  canvenatioii  at  a  mtetiog  of  the  locietr  for 
CoutitiitioiMl  lufbimation. 
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FBHmnART  14,  1783. 
HE.  Sheridan's  motion  for  si7ch  parts   of  thb  treatt 

FENDING  BETWEEN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  HOLLAND,  AS  BV 
LATED  TO  CESSIONS  TO  BE  MADE  BY  THE  FORMER  TO  THE 
LATTER. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  as  he  was  to  be  called  upon  so  soon, 
to  give  his  rote  in  approbatlbn  or  disapprobatioa  of  the  peace, 
it  was  his  duty  to  seek  for  such  information  as  should  enable 
him  to  form  a  just  and  safe  judgment  on  so  weight;  and  im- 
portant a  subject.  The  right  honourable  secretary  had  stated 
to  the  house,  that  Holland  has  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities ;  but  he  had  said  nothing  relative  to  the 
state  in  which  the  treaty  between  that  republic  aod  this  country 
at  present  stood ;  and  yet  it  wan,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that 
it  should  be  known  before  gentlemen  could  form  a  just  and  safe 
jadgment  on  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  with  France.  The 
article  to  which  be  alluded  was  the  sixteenth,  wherein  it  is 
slated,  **  that  if  either  of  the  contracting  parties  has  any  allies 
in  India,  they  shall  be  iuvited  to  accede  to  the  peace ;  and  four 
moDtfas  shall  be  given  to  them  to  consider  of  it,  from  the  time 
that  they  shall  have  received  such  ioTitation ;  after  which 
period  of  four  months,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  (England  and  France)  to  give  these  allies 
any  assistance." — Now,  as  it  was  not  stated  in  the  article  when 
these  allies  were  to  be  invited  to  accede  to  the  peace,  it  was  in 
the  power  of  France  to  withhold  the  invitation,  on  her  part,  as 
long  as  she  pleased  ;  and  during  that  time,  and  for  four  months 
after  she  should  have  given  the  invitation,  she  would  find  her- 
self at  liberty  to  assist  her  allies  against  us ;  and  therefore  might 
assist  the  Dutch  in  recovering  their  settlements,  now  in  her 
possession,  or  Hyder  Aly,  in  overrunning  the  Camatic  In 
such  a  case  he  thought  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  house  im- 
mediately to  address  the  crown,  not  to  part  with  Trincomale, 
until  such  time  as  peace  should  be  concluded,  and  ratified  with 
Holland.  This  was  a  reason  that  made  him  wish  to  know  in 
what  state  of  progress  the  treaty  between  us  and  that  republic 
was  at  present ;  and  therefore  he  would  desire  to  be  informed 
if  Trincomalee,  or  any  other  late  Dutch  settlements,  were  to  be 
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restored  to  Holland.  If  he  should  find  that  they  were,  then  he 
certttiDly  would  move  to  address  the  crown  that  Trincomsle 
should  Dot  be  restored  until  the  treaty  with  Holland  should  be 
concluded,  and  peace  restored  to  the  Camatic.  Ministers  not 
having  given  any  answer,  he  moved  that  such  parts  of  the  treaty 
at  present  pending  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  as  re- 
lated to  cessions  to  be  made  by  the  former  to  the  latter,  be  laid 
before  the  house. 

The  taotitm  muieeondtd  by  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Pitt  rote  teilh  great  vamfA,  and 
hamghed  toith  wmch  mhemeiux  againet  the  noliim.  He  obeened,  "  Did  ang 
metiAer  etier  hear  itf  vmaetere  prodaimiiig  to  the  home  lecrett  of  a  treaty  etiU 
dependtmg,"  and  "  that  a  more  prepoileroia  thing  could  not  have  been  dmw  bf 
tkentmer,  than  to  e^for  the  parlicvlari  of  a  treaty  btfore  it  wai  eandvied. 
He  trtuttd,  Iher^ore,  that  w  hi*  cooler  judgment  he  teotJd  withdraw  kit  mo- 

Mr.  Shbeidas  declared,  that  in  making  the  motion,  he  had 
no  other  object  whatever  than  to  procure  such  information  as 
should  enable  him  to  form  a  safe  judgment  of  the  peace ;  and  if 
he  could  not  obtain  that  information,  he  would  readily  consent 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  which  had  been  treated  with  so  many 
harsh  and  unprovoked  expressions  by  the  right  honourable 
member.  That  gentleman  used  frequently  to  recommend  it  to 
members  to  debate  with  coolness,  temper,  and  moderation ;  he 
was  sorry  that  in  this  instance  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  a  litUe  enforced  the  precept  by  example.  He  wished 
also  that  he  had  spoken  in  as  high  a  tone,  and  held  as  lofty  a 
language  in  making  the  peace ;  he  would  not  then  be  obliged  to 
stand  so  much  on  the  defensive,  as  perhaps  he  might  be  under 
the  necessity  of  doing  on  Monday  next ;  because  he  might,  by 
talking  and  acting  boldly,  have  made  a  better  peace.  The  ques* 
tion  was  withdrawn. 


Febhvakt  17. 

l-onsideration  of  the  pttellminaev  articles  of  pbace, 

retweek  great  britain  and  france  akd  spain,  and  of 

the  raovisional  treaty  with  the  united  states  of 

AMERICA. 

71U  preliminary  artielet  of  peace  between  Oreal  Britain  and  Fhnee,  and  be- 
"ween  Great  Britain  aad  Spoilt,  were  tigned  at  Fenaille*  on  the  2ml  ^Jmtuaxy, 
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a«doa  the  S7<A, copiet  afOuiamt,  aad nf  the prwitUmallrtety  teithtlie  Vnittd 
Slatft  of  Avitrira,  viert  laid  tiefon  both  hoian  nf  parliament :  and  nfttr  n  thcrl 
debate,  ordtrtd  to  be  printed. 

Mondmi,  the  IJth  nf  February,  (nu  appointed/or  takitig  tkem  into  eoiuidtra- 
tiiM  :  and  m  lh<  inttrmtdiale  time  treeral  motvmi  were  made  for  nicA  papen 
amd  doeumetiU  at  might  anitt  the  hotue  in  deciding  m  their  merit*.  On  Iht 
day  appoinled  upaard*  iff  450  member*  leere  attembled.  Aftvr  the  ptftn 
loereread,  a  motion  mu  made  bg  Mr.  Thomat  Pitt,  atid  uconded  by  Mr.  Wt&er- 
foree,  "  thai  am  addreu  iff  tkaAkt  ihould  be  preetntcd  to  the  King,  for  hi*  gra- 
ciouM  eondtteeimoH  in  ordering  the  prelatinary  tmd  prooitional  article*  of  tht 
*«xral  treoiie*  sihirk  hi*  Me(}eily  had  concluded,  to  be  laid  before  them;  and  to 
(unire  hit  Mye*tji,  they  had  an»idertd  them  unth  that  attention  *o  important  a 
*mbject  reguirrd,  Ih  txpreit  their  lalirfaction  that  hi*  Maje*ly  had,  in  conte- 
fuence  of  the  power*  intrveted  to  him,  laid  the  foundation  bg  the  provieional 
article*  triih  the  tt^ei  of  North  America,  far  a  treaty  of  peace,  uihieh  they 
tnutediemildinMiire  perfect  reconeiUation  and friendeiiip  between  both  auintriei ; 
and  that  in  thia  confidence  they  premmed  to  expreu  their  jmt  expectation*,  that 
the  eeveral  »late*  of  North  America  teonld  carry  into  Retinal  and  laiitfactory 
execution  ihoie  meature*  ahich  the  congrei*  via*  *o  *olemnly  bound  by  the  treaty 
to  recommend  in  favottr  iff  mch  perxmi  a*  had  mffered  for  the  part  they  had 
taktn  in  the  mar;  and  that  they  thoidd  coneider  thi*  drennutonet  a*  the  *iat*t 
indicalion  of  returning  friendthip.  To  aeknowtedg*  their  due  t«n*e  tjf  that 
viee  and  paternal  regard  for  the  hoppines*  of  hi*  mbject*,  vhieh  induced 
hit  Majetty  to  reiietx  them  from  tht  burlheneome  and  expen*ive  tear;  and 
to  tttture  Atf  Majetty  that  they  would  encourage  every  exertion  of  hi*  lulfftel* 
<tf  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  improvement  of  Ihoee  reioarce*,  which 
matt  tend  to  the  ai^fmentation  of  the  public  etrength,  and  the  protperify  of 
hi*  dominion*." 

Of  thi*  addret*  an  amendment  wa*  mooed  by  Lord  John  Caoendieh,  to  leaoe 
out  aU  thai  part  i^er  the  word*  "  to  OMiire  Ait  Majetty,"  and  to  inurt  intleai 
thereof  the  following : — "  Hi*  faitl\ful  common*  'Will  proceed  to  con»ider  the 
*ame,  with  that  fertoai  and  fiUl  attention  ahich  a  eubject  qf  inch  importance  to 
the  pretent  and  future  intereit*  of  hit  Majetly'i  dominion*  deiereei.  TTiat  i» 
the  mean  time  they  entertained  the  fulleet  confidence  of  hit  Majtily'*  paternal 
care;  that  he  will  concert  wilh  hi*  parliament  *uch  raeaturei  a*  may  be  expedient 
for  extending  the  commerce  of  hit  ail^ectt.  TTiat  whatever  may  be  the  eentimenlt 
^  hit  faithful  common*  on  the  inveitigation  of  the  ttmu  of  pacification,  they 
beg  leave  to  atiwe  hit  Majetty  if  their  firm  and  wuUtrrable  rttolution  to  adhere 
iiwiobAly  to  the  leverat  artielet  for  which  the  public  faith  it  pledged,  and  to 
maintain  the  blettiag*  of  peace,  *o  nteetiary  to  hi*  Majetty'i  aul^ect*,  and  the 
general  hi^ppineit  of  maniiii(l." 

A  tecond  nnendment  wa*  afterward*  moved  by  Lord  North,  to  iniert  after  the 
teord*  "  commerce  of  hi*  lul^tcl*,"  the  following  :—"  And  hi*  Majetty' *fait}\f*l 
commim*  feel  that  it  would  be  tuperfiuout  to  expret*  to  hit  Majetty  the  regard* 
due  from  the  nalbmtoenery  deteryttionnfmen,  who,  with  the  ritk  of  their  live*, 
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amd  the  taerifice  of  their  prepertiei,  haee  dulingtii*M  their  logaltf  imdjld«mif 
dvriiig  a  long  aad  cadnNidnu  war." 

The  original  addreu  mu  tupporled  bg  Mr.  Secreiarg  TbiowAmI,  Mr.  Ciam- 
CkottCrllirr  Fill,  Mr.  Dttndai,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  bi/  Mr.  Pomtfi,  ifr> 
SatA*,  and  mine  other  country  gtnilmen.  The  amendnnU  bg  Lord  North,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Sia-ie,  Mr.  SheiHdan,  Governor  Johtatone,  Lord  Midgrave,  Sir 
Henry  Fletcher,  Mr,  Adam,  and  bg  Kveral  coKntry  gentlemen. 

Me.  Sbekidan  made  a  very  accurate  reply  to  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate ;  and  warmly  touched  upon  the  strokes  the  learned  lord 
threw  out  on  the  conduct  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox) 
and  the  share  he  had  taken  duriag  the  short  time  he  was  in  ad- 
ministration to  effectuate  the  great  end  of  peace.  He  contended 
that  the  treaty  on  the  table  was  of  the  most  disgraceful  nature, 
for  it  relinquished  completely  everything  that  was  glorious  and 
great  in  this  country.  If  there  was  a  single  article  that  had  a 
view  to  the  interests  of  the  empire — if  there  was  a  single  article 
that  had  not  concession  for  its  object,  he  would  not  contend  that 
the  peace  was  what  almost  every  person  pronounced  it.  The 
sixteenth  article  was  one  of  the  most  inconsistent  political  pro* 
ductions  that  could  possibly  be  supposed  ;  it  was  couched  in  such 
vague  and  loose  terms,  that  it  must  have  relation  to  the  impend- 
ing treaty  with  Holland.  It  was  with  the  view  of  finding  out 
the  extent  of  that  article,  and  what  reference  it  had  to  the  treaty 
yet  pending,  and  the  political  disposition  it  evidently  had  towards 
France,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  made  his  motion  on  a 
former  day ;  and  which  called  forth  the  indignation  of  a  right 
honourable  person  in  his  eye  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
as  being  inconsistent  with  the  established  usage  of  the  house — 
unprecedented  and  preposterous  in  the  extreme.  This  convinced 
him,  however,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  more  a 
practical  politician  than  an  experienced  one ;  his  years  and  his 
very  early  political  exaltation,  had  not  permitted  him  to  look 
where  there  had  been  precedents,  or  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  Journals  of  the  house.  Had  bis  youth  permitted  him  to  ac- 
quire such  knowledge,  his  discretion  would  not  have  suffered  his 
abilities,  which  Mr.  Sheridan  greatly  admired,  to  be  carried 
away  by  his  heat  and  precipitancy  ;  he  would  not  with  so  much 
indignation  have  resented  the  asking  questions,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  ministers  to  satisfy.     If  he  had  consulted  the  Journals, 
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the  iKmounble  geaUeman  said  he  would  have  found  incontes- 
tible  evidence,  to  prove  the  groundless  authority  of  his  indignant 
assertions ;  he  would  have  found  that  it  was  not  unprecedented 
to  lay  a  depending  treaty  hefoie  the  house ;  nay,  that  before  a 
angle  step  had  been  taken  to  complete  any  of  the  points  of  it, 
it  had  been  usual  for  parliament  to  be  in  possession  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  was  proposed  a  treaty  should  turn.  Par- 
liament was  called  upon  to  asast  with  its  advice  on  the  vast  sub- 
ject of  national  importance ;  which  peace  must  naturally,  in  all 
times  he,  as  involving  in  it  so  much  the  general  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  Europe.  Ministers  in  former  days,  had  not  the 
ingenious  modesty  and  handsome  diffidence  of  those  of  the  pre- 
sent ;  they,  distrusting  tbdr  own  abilities  on  a  matter  of  such 
infinite  importance,  were  not  ashamed  to  call  in  the  assiBtance 
of  parliament.  They  vexe  not  so  eager  to  sport  their  responsi- 
bility ;  nor  did  they  fear  that  the  house  would  interfere  to  rob 
them  of  the  glory  of  their  ncgociations ;  nor  did  they,  with  the 
anxious  solicitude  of  the  present  gentlemen,  hide  every  iota  of 
the  prc^ess  of  their  negotiation,  either  with  a  view  of  astonidi- 
ing  the  world  with  the  splendour  of  thdr  pacific  acquldtionB,  or 
to  show  their  contempt  of  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  in  the  ad- 
niinistration  of  their  own  transcendant  abilities. 

After  having  proceeded  in  this  vein,  he  introduced,  in  sup- 
port of  the  conduct  of  ministers,  at  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Cbapelle,  stated  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  a  further 
precedent,  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  house,  in  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  and  which  Mr. 
Sheridan  read  as  part  of  his  speech.  It  stated,  that  Her 
Majesty,  notwithstanding  it  was  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  her  crown  to  make  peace  and  war ;  nevertheless,  anxious 
for  the  happiness  of  her  people,  and  relying  on  the  affection  of 
ber  faithful  commons,  had  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them,  for 
their  advice  and  approbation,  the  principles  upon  which  she 
conceived  a  general  pacification  could  he  most  effectually 
established  for  the  glory  of  her  crown,  and  the  happiness  of  her 
people;  at  the  same  time  informing  them,  that  no  step  had 
been  taken  for  the  completion  of  the  treaty,  nor  would  there, 
without  their  advice  and  approbation.  Thus  he  showed,  that 
it  was  not  only  precedented  to  lay  the  case  of  the  negocaation 
before  the  house,  in  its   depending   state,  but  the  principles 
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upon  which  the  treaty  was  to  take  effect,  before  the  negotiatioa, 
for  it  had  ever  been  commenced.  How  unlike  that  was  the 
conduct  of  the  present  minister,  when  the  amendment  of  his 
noble  friend,  proposing  to  give  time  for  the  coouderation  of  the 
articles,  to  which  they  were  called  upon  in  so  very  extraordi- 
nary a  manner  to  give  their  approbation  :  they  were  told,  they 
had  the  articles  for  three  weeks  before  them;' and  that  they 
had  ample  time,  of  course,  for  information  ;  at  the  same  time 
that  ministers  had  the  hardiness  to  make  use  of  such  language, 
they  seemed  to  forget  the  almost  inquisitive  exactness  with 
which  they  shut  out  the  members  of  that  house  from  obtaining 
any  knowledge  of  those  circumstances,  that  could  alone  qualify 
them  to  decide  with  judgment  upon  a  treaty,  that  either  showed 
Great  Britain  to  be  ruined  beyond  redemption ;  or  that  her 
interests  and  her  glory  had  been  sacrificed  to  views  that  were 
not  immediately  discemable. 

The  answer  to  every  requisition  for  the  production  of  any 
article  that  might  lead  to  this  necessary  purpose,  as  was  the 
case  of  his  motion  a  few  days  before,  Mr,  Sheridan  said,  was 
in  the  language  of  indignation ;  it  was  indecent ;  it  was  unpre- 
cedrated  and  preposterous  in  the  extreme,  for  gentlemen  to 
introduce  any  circumstances  of  enquiry  before  the  day  ap. 
pointed  for  the  discussion  of  the  treaty  ;  and  yet  on  that  day, 
right  honourable  persons  in  his  eye  bad,  with  the  peculiar 
modesty  which  so  distinguished  them,  called  on  the  bouse 
for  their  approbation  of  s  treaty,  which,  it  was  argued  with 
much  indignation,  it  would  be  indecent  in  them  to  make  any 
enquiries  whatever  into.  But  taking  the  pledge  of  their  bash- 
fulness  and  modest  confidence  in  their  own  superior  abilities,  as 
the  criterion  of  its  perfection ;  ministers  required  the  house  to 
be  BO  preposterous  as  to  give  a  vote  of  approbation  to  a  treaty, 
that  #itb  the  most  anxious  solicitude  they  were  even  prevented 
from  so  much  as  speaking  on,  until  the  time  they  had  been  so 
confidently  called  upon  to  give  it  their  approbation.  And  the 
object  of  his  late  motion,  he  contended,  was  justly  affirmed  by 
an  honourable  commodore  to  be  of  very  great  magnitude.  If 
Trincomalee  was  given  up,  our  territories  in  India  were  in  a 
most  precarious  situation ;  and  he  contended,  after  remarking 
on  what  had  fallen  from  Commodore  Johnston^  and  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher,  that  the  house  ought  absolutely  to  know  the  extent 
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(rf  the  sixteeDlh  article,  and  the  situation  of  the  negotiaticm 
with  Htdlwid.  He  dissected  the  article  in  the  most  humourous 
mannnr.  To  find  the  meaning  of  the  different  lu-ticles,  gram^ 
matical  order  waa  to  be  inverted ;  for  it  was  impossible  to  come 
to  the  meaning  of  them,  by  adhering  to  the  rules  of  gr8.mmar. 
He  then  went  into  the  definition  of  a  real  British  subject,  men- 
tioned in  the  fifth  article  with  America.  The  twenty-second 
article  with  France  might  have  as  well  run,  to  prevent  all  dis- 
putes that  had  hitherto  arisen,  as  all  disputes  that  may  hereafter 
arise  ;  and  grounds  enough  were  left  for  them.  Seeds  of  dis- 
union, and  future  broils  were  sown  in  the  inconsistency  of  a 
treaty,  of  which  the  poorest  political  dabbler  well  might  be 
ashamed.  The  honourable  gentlemen  drew  a  very  affecting 
picture  of  His  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  East  Florida,  con- 
aigaed  to  a  government  and  to  a  religitm  they  detested.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  impolicy  of  ceding  that  province,  (and  he  was 
Dot  inclined  to  call  the  validity  of  the  peace  in  question,  for  it 
was  his  det^mination,  and  that  of  his  friends,  to  support  the 
national  faith,)  Mr.  Sheridan  execrated  the  treatment  of  those 
unfortunate  men,  who,  without  the  least  notice  taken  of  their 
civil  and  religious  rights,  were  handed  over  as  subjects  to  a 
power,  that  would  not  fail  to  take  vengeance  on  them,  for 
their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  religion  and  government  of  this 
country.  This  was  an  instance  of  British  degradation,  not 
inferior  to  the  unmanly  petitions  of  government  to  congre^js  for 
the  wretched  Loyalists.  Great  Britain  at  the  feet  of  congress, 
suing  in'vain,  was  not  a  humiliation,  or  a  stigma  greater,  than  < 
the  infamy  of  cons^ing  over  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Florida, 
as  we  bad  done,  without  any  condiUtms  whatsoever.  To  the 
booour  of  France  and  Spain,  in  their  most  distressing  circum- 
stances, in  all  Uieir  cessions,  as  in  Canada,  Sec.  they  provided 
by  treaty  fur  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  their  quondam 
subjects.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  read  the  addresses  of  the  inha- 
Utants  of  Florida,  to  the  governor,  some  short  time  back, 
breathing  in  the  most  animated  style,  attachment  and  loyalty  to 
the  religion  and  government  of  this  country,  and  their  detesta- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty' s  rebellious  subjects  in  the 
other  colonies,  Mr.  Sheridan  took  a  view  of  the  fur  trade,  the 
boundaries  of  Canada,  &c.  and  was  apprehensive  the  great  solici- 
tude shown  by  the  administration  to  conciliate  the  affections  of 
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America,  as  it  had  been  termed,  would  be  a  great  means,  in 
the  marking  of  the  boundaries,  of  creating  future  dieaensions. 
He  went,  at  length,  into  the  different  interests  acquired  by  the 
Americans  and  French,  and  those  left  to  us  <hi  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland.  The  logwood  trade,  of  such  vast  consequence, 
left  in  a  state  amountiog  almost  to  non-entity,  etnpbyed  much 
of  his  animadrer^ons. 

The  article  of  Dunkirk  was  also  to  be  considered,  supposing 
it  even  not  to  be  of  that  importance  it  formerly  was,  and  of 
which  it  might  hereafter  become  to  posterity,  as  strongly  accu- 
mulating and  filling  the  measure  of  our  disgraces;  that  what 
had  been  for  more  than  a  century,  the  pride  of  our  ancestors  to 
enforce,  we  should  so  rashly  concede;  particularly  when  we 
were  not  in  a  situation,  considering  our  navy  (notwithstanding 
the  learned  lord's  representation),  and  the  relative  resources  of 
our  enemies,  (for  it  was  observed  by  an  honourable  commodore, 
that  the  criterion  of  a  nation''8  resources  was  her  credit,  and  the 
rule  of  that  credit,  the  interest  she  paid,  and  according  to  the 
honourable  commodore,  Spain  paid  most  enormous  interest, 
and  France  was  much  in  the  same  situation  ;)  considering  then 
those  relative  circumstances,  and  the  naval  situation  of  Holland, 
Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  we  were  so  far  from  being  reduced  to 
bear  such  degrading,  such  indelible  stigmas  and  impositioaB, 
that  we  were  entitled  to  an  honourable  peace. 

The  victory  of  Lord  Rodney,  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at 
Gibraltar,  our  successes  in  the  East  Indies,  were  also  enume- 
rated to  prove,  that  our  situadon  was  respectable;  that  if  we 
were  reduced  in  resources,  our  enemies  had  not  increased  theirs, 
but  were  at  least  equally  exhausted.  He  could  not  avoid  re- 
.  marking  the  artful  attempt  of  the  right  honourable  secretary,  to 
put  the  first  amendment,  and  the  second  of  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  riband,  on  the  same  event.  He  took  notice  of  Mr.  T.  Pitt's 
description  of  the  loyalists, — the  real  loyalists,  and  the  viper 
loyalists;  and  yet  though  the  bcmourable  gentleman,  in  the 
peculiar  style  of  eloquence  which  so  much  distinguished  him, 
was  very  warm  in  discriminating  ^ose  characters  of  the  loyalists, 
and  pledged  his  feelings  to  give  every  assistance  to  the  real 
loyalists ;  yet,  in  his  address  proposed  to  the  throne,  the  vipers 
were  equally  recommended  to  the  royal  protecUui,  and  the 
house  was  equally  to  be  bound  for  them  as  for  the  real  legalists. 
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The  honourable  gentleman  was  pointed  in  reply  to  the  Lord 
Advocate,  on  hia  hints  thrown  out  on  Mr.  Fox's  administration, 
of  peace  being  in  the  pocket  of  catain  members  of  a  late  ad- 
ministration,  he.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  had  knovn  his 
honourable  friend's  disposition  when  he  came  into  power,  and 
had  the  honour  of  acting  with  him ;  and  he  pledged  himself, 
that,  though  peace  was  ardently  to  be  desired,  though  at  any  time 
peace  was  to  be  preferred,  yet  knowing,  as  he  did,  the  relative 
drcumstances  of  the  powers,  he  never  would  have  acceded  to  so 
dishonourable  a  peace;  and  for  his  own  part,  he  did  equally 
pledge  himself,  that  if  his  honourable  triaid  was  of  such  a  dis- 
position, and  during  his  administration  bad  brought  such  a 
peace  to  conclusion,  notwithstanding  his  friendship  and  esteem 
for  him,  he,  as  an  individual,  would  have  opposed  it.  It  was 
impoesifale  for  language  to  describe  his  reprobation  of  it,  or 
what  he  felt  for  the  national  disgrace;  but,  he  said,  the  true 
criterion  by  which  his  honourable  friend's  intentions  could  be 
judged,  was  his  correspondence  while  in  office ;  and  he  dared 
ministers  to  move  for  its  being  laid  before  the  house. — (Here 
a  great  cry  of  "  More,  move.*)  He  then  made  some  remarks 
on  the  coalition  of  the  parties  the  learned  lord  had  alluded  to, 
and  the  honey-moon  of  their  loves,  which  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  if 
it  was  the  case  that  there  was  a  coalition,  it  was  rather  to  be 
called  the  wedding-day.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  attacked  the 
learned  lord  on  his  inconsistency,  from  his  having  declared  he 
would  support  no  man  whose  measures  he  did  not  approve.  He 
asked  the  learned  lord,  if  it  was  consistency  then  in  him  to  sup- 
port the  patron  of  equal  representation,  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan 
professed  himself  a  warm  friend  P  Was  it  consistency  to  sup- 
port the  independence  of  America,  of  which  he  had  ever  been  so 
determined  an  enemy  ?  He  put  to  the  Advocate  some  other 
questions ;  and  remarked,  that  there  was  such  a  versatility  in 
the  politics  <^  some  men,  that  when  interest  called,  every  other 
consideration  gave  way ;  and  if  that  was  not  the  case,  it  was 
hard  to  suppose  how  the  learned  lord's  adoration  and  high- 
sounding  panegyrics  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  with 
which  the  walls  of  that  house  were  wont  to  resound,  should  now 
be  transferred  to  those  connections  which  had  been  heretofore 
BO  obnoxious  to  him.  He  was  very  severe  on  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate for  his  early  desertion,  and  his  unfairness  of  using,  in  bis 
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peculiar  situation,  recriminatioii,  which  at  all  eveats  could  never 
be  allowed  as  argument. 

Mt.  phi  tpoie  in  antofr  Id  the  varioiu  arptmrnti  t&al  had  been  adduetd 
againil  the  motimi/or  thf  addren  to  'Ae  throne.  He  leai  poiniedfy  teeere  itnthe 
gtnltetnan  tcho  had  tpekm  againil  the  addrcn,  and  partiexlarly  on  Mr.  She- 
ridan. "  No  nan  admired  more  Ihaa  he  did  the  idnUlie*  of  that  right  honoar- 
ahh  gtnlleman,  the  elegant  lalliei  nf  hie  thought,  the  gm/  ^ffiaioiu  of  Uifanej, 
hit  dramalit:  turns,  and  hit  epigramatic  poinle;  and  if  they  vert  retertedfor 
a  proprr  ttage,  the]/  vmuld,  no  doubt,  receive  what  Ike  honourable  genlleman't 
abililiex  idtnaytdid  receive,  the  plaudits  ^f  the  audience;  and  it  would  be  hie  for- 
tune "  eni  plaueu  gaudere  thealri."  But  thie  wof  not  the  proper  icenefor  the 
exhibition  of  theee  elegaaeiei :  and  he,  therefore,  muel  beg  have  to  ealt  the 
attention  of  the  kouee  to  the  eeriout  coneideration  of  ilu  very  intporfimf  }«ct(tM 
then  b^ore  them," 

Mb.  Shebidan  then  loae  to  an  explaoatitxi;  which  having 
made,  he  took  notice  of  that  particular  sort  of  personality  which 
the  right  faonourahle  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  intro- 
duce. He  need  not  comment  on  it— the  propriety,  the  taste,  the 
gentlemanly  point  of  it,  must  have  been  obvious  to  the  house. 
But,  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  let  me  assure  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  that  I  do  now,  and  will  at  any  time,  when  he  chooses 
to  repeat  this  sort  of  allusion,  meet  it  with  the  most  sincere  good 
humour.  Nay,  I  will  say  more,  flattered  and  encouraged  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  panegyric  on  my  talents,  if 
ever  I  again  engage  in  the  compositions  be  alludes  to,  I  may  be 
tempted  to  an  act  of  presumption,  to  attempt  an  improvement 
on  one  of  Ben  Jonson's  best  characters,  the  character  of  the 
Jngry  Boy  in  the  Alchymiat, 

At  haif-patl  tetien  o'eloek  in  the  morning  the  houte  dioided;  agei  for  th* 
amendment  224  ;  note  206.  Minority  againet  Mintttert  16,  A  eemmitlte  teat 
then  appointed  to  draiB  up  the  addrttt  thnt  amended. 


aSHY    EBTIUATBS. 


/■  the  eourie  of  Iht  debate,  Mr.  David  Hartley  tatd,  that  he  belieeed  he 
Aetild  move  for  an  addrteeto  the  King,  to  uiitidraa)  the  troapt  from  New  York, 

Mr.  Shebioan  observed,  that  the  evacuation  of  that  place 
must,  he  presumed,  be  the  work  of  time ;  for  he  supposed  the 
troops  were  not  to  be  withdrawn,  until  America  should  have 
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fulfilled  the  conditions  relative  to  the  loyalists,  viz.  that  prose- 
cutions should  cease;  and  such  loyalists  as  were  in  con6nement 
should  be  released,  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  which  he 
supposed  meant  the  definite  treaty.  He  said  he  could  venture 
to  declare  for  those  who  might  be  thought  likdy  to  come  into 
office,  that  they  had  not  the  most  distant  irlea  of  renewing  the 
war  in  America. 
In  ctnuequaue  0/  a  eamrt  on  Iha  ptaee,  pamid  bg  a  rttolutien  <if  Ike  hmue 
.  ^  anmmau  of  the  2Ut  nf  Frtrwiry.  tht  Earl  of  SkeUmru  foitttd  Aw  offiet  ^ 
Jnt  Coatmimontr  iff  the  Trtatury;  ami  the  Chanttttor  qf  Ikt  Exchequer  dt- 
domf  fwUicfy  to  the  hou»e,  thai  he  onlt/  held  hU  place  tiU  a  nectaer  thould  bf 
tppomird  tofiU  it.  A  miMuterial  MenregMian  ranted,  wAict  laittd  tiU  llu  be- 
/mmnsi  of  April;  duriag  vhich  limr,  the  kingdom  remained  U  a  *tate  0/ 
frtti  dieeerd,  mthnt  oaf  rttponiible  ffovtmment  at  home;  the  fkuatett  ne- 
fleeted,  the  military  atabUMkmentt  wirtdKeed,  and  the  ttegodatiotm  vith  foreign 
pMmrt,  which  the  critical  eonJHMcture  iff  ^mre  rendrrtd  pecnliof^  important, 
emiirtijl  at  a  ttand.  On  the  31*(  nf  March,  the  Earl  of  Surrey  propoted  the 
"  Ihat  a  MMKftrsifc  time  having  noie  elapted,  vithoni 
taeWle  for  the  eondact  of  piMic  affaire,  the  iitlerpon- 
e  prttent  alarming  eri*i*,  it  become  necenarf."  Thit 
tmdim  the  foUemng  day,  a  tteond  negoeia- 
M  opened  wUk  the  D^e  of  Portland  ;  and 
g  Hf  ihe/ol' 
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LOAN. 

Tit  Ckimedior  qf  it*  Stcheqter  brougki  forward  tkt  loan  for  the  ttrvitt  </ 
the  euirent  year.  The  loan  botrotetd  oMOimtal  to  tieeke  miUiau.  EltBtK 
banker*,  wlh  mhom  (he  term*  of  the  looa  were  irltled,  had  trven  hundred  Ihon- 
tandpomide  each ;  Ihe  remainder  teat  divided  among*t  the  reel  of  the  bankere, 
the  great  trading  eompanUt,  andthe  elerk*  iff  thepublie  nffieet.  The  pmtinm, 
according  to  the  value  q/  the  itoeit  a*  the  day.  on  vhich  the  bargtan  wa»  eon- 
eluded,  vae  three  pomd$  ten  Mhiiiingt  per  oent. :  bni,  rieing  coneideraiibi  mthin 
a  fat)  daje  after,  Mtte&  hiirme  mat  impnied  to  the  mtniiter.for  honing  made  lo 
duadmintageoia  a  bargain  for  the  public.  1%  vindietUion  nf  hiaue\f.  he  oUoned 
that  the  premium  woi  certtnniy  much  greater  than  ought  to  haee  been  giotn  in 
lime  qf  peace;  but  he  begged  the  home  to  rreoUect  the  eirvttmttaneet  under  vhiek 
he  had  been  obliged  to  negociate  the  loan.  He  had  onlf  been  ten  dajt  in  office- 
T%e  late  miMuten  had  l^t  the  treaturg  vithont  a  ikUliug,  and  the  pi^Ue  «emee 
admitted  of  no  delag.  Thett  eircuuutaneei  were  weli  taotnt  to  the  moneg- 
lendere :  and  theg  had,  dmhtlett,  taken  adeantoge  of  it ;  and  at  the  neeettity  ^ 
coming  to  a  conchuion  on  attg  termi  would,  bf  evert/  day"!  delag,  haee  been  the 
more  urgent,  theg  would  ceriainlg  have  been  raited  upon  him  the  nearer  that 
period  approached. — Mr.  Pitt  obttrved,  "  that  a  letter  ligned  bgfour  pertont 
of  rtepOHtibililjl  at  monitd  men,  the  very  four  thai  managed  the  loan  of  latt  year, 
tiering  to  take  the  loan  on  lueh  termi,  thai  thote  loho  bid  Imeer  nutt  mate  a  bar- 
gain for  thepubUe  extee£ngly  adtMmlageoai  indeed,  wot  delioered  to  the  Chan- 
cellor itfthe  EtKhequer." 

Mk.  Shebidax  stated,  that  there  was  do  competition  of  the 
money-lenders ;  but  that  although  two  or  three  of  the  four  who 
had  sigDed  the  letter  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  had  been  at  Loid 
John  Cavendishes  house,  when  his  lordship  sent  them  in  a  pro- 
posal of  lower  terms  than  those  which  had  ultimately  been  closed 
upon,  they  had  not  the  virtue  to  accede  to  them,  nor  did  they 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  rest  to  do  so. 

7%e  retoWio*  pawed  the  cammttee,  and  wot  ordered  to  be  reported. 


ApmiL  17. 

HR.  KOLLB's  MOTIOK  FOR  A  COPY  OF  THE  LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS 

TO  THE  MEW  LOAN. 

Mr.  F^^ederiek  Montagu  having  tecondtd  the  notion. 

Ma.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  glad  to  see  the  motion  seomded 

from  the  Treasury  bench ;  if  it  had  n<rt  been  seconded  by  any 

one    else,  he  himself  would  have  done  it  with  a  great  deal  of 

pleasure ;  and  although  it  might  be  imagined,  from  the  dtua- 
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tioD  he  held,  that  be  knew  Bomethiog  of  the  persons  to  whom 
the  loan  had  been  parcelled  out,  be  could  assure  the  honourable 
mover  of  the  question,  that  the  list  could  not  be  a  greater  no- 
vdty  to  any  man  in  that  house  than  it  would  be  to  him  ;  for, 
knowing  the  character  and  disposition  of  the  noble  lord  at  the 
bead  of  the  Exchequer,  he  did  not  venture  so  much  as  to  re- 
commend a  single  person  to  him  for  a  share  in  the  loan.  What 
peculiarly  roidered  the  present  motion  a  matter  agreeable  to 
hia  mind,  was  the  recoUection  of  the  many  indirect  inuDuaticnB 
that  might  create  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  public  which 
had  been  at  different  times,  and  by  different  speakers,  thrown 
out  in  the  course  of  the  debate  of  the  preceding  day.  Insinua- 
tions and  surmises,  whispered  with  an  afiected  cautitm,  and 
hinted  by  halves,  he  observed,  did  more  towards  imponng  oon- 
viction  on  the  minds  of  the  credulous,  than  the  ntost  direct 
charge  could  effect.  In  the  debate  in  the  committee,  more  than 
one  speaker  had  chosen  to  talk  of  the  possibility  of  the  present 
loan  having  been  distributed  unfairly,  with  a  view  to  the  exer- 
tioo  of  parliamentary  influence ;  or  with  a  design  to  answer  pur- 
poses of  a  less  political,  but  of  a  more  pernicious  nature.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in  particular,  who  had  stood  forth 
so  conspicuously  as  the  leader  of  the  opposition  against  the 
loan,  had,  in  his  first  speech,  talked  in  general  terms  of  the  im- 
proprie^  of  a  reserve  for  ministerial  allotment ;  and  in  his  sub- 
sequent speeches  had  said,  "  if  the  noble  lord  would  say,  he 
alone  made  the  distribution  ;  and  if  it  had  been  solely  the  act 
of  the  noble  lord,^  with  other  expressions  of  a  sort  that  tended 
to  convey  a  suspicion  of  the  improper  interference  of  other  per- 
sons. It  could  not,  therefore,  but  give  him  the  most  solid  satis- 
faction, to  hear  a  motion  for  a  paper,  which  must  necessarily 
carry  with  it  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  truth  ;  and  which, 
of  course,  would  serve  completely  to  acquit,  not  only  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer,  but  every  other  person 
about  the  Treasury.  With  regard  to  the  speech  just  delivered 
by  an  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Sfaeridui  said,  he  could  only 
concrive,  &om  the  many  exceeding  harsh  expressions  used  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had  been  absent  from  the 
house  the  preceding  day.  Had  not  that  been  the  case,  the 
honourable  gentleman  certainly  would  have  bad  too  much  can- 
dour to  have  stated  charges  of  so  reprehensible  a  nature  in  ex- 
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press  terms,  upon  grounds  that  had  beat,  as  he  trusted  the  bouse 
would  allow,  most  amply  and  satisfactorily  explained  and  re- 
futed, in  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  committee.  Before  he 
sat  down,  if  he  might  be  permitted  so  much  egotism,  in  defence 
of  himself,  and  in  exculpation  of  his  character,  as  a  person,  who 
very  unworthily  stood  in  that  sort  of  connection  with  the  Trea- 
sury, which  rendered  him  liable  to  suspicion,  he  would  take  the 
liberty.of  assuring  the  house,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
he  had  neither  directly  or  indirectly  interfered,  in  regard  to  the 
present  loan. — The  motion  passed  without  opposition 


Mr.  Sheridan  brotight  in  a  bill  founded  on  the  r^oluHoa  of  the  wmmitiee  t^f 
tea^  and  mean*  for  raiting  12,000,0001.  hyaloan.—ThtUaviatfesdl^Jtnt 
time  mthotU  oppoaifitm. 


BILL  FOB  TAKINO-UP  A.VD  lUPftlSONING  SUCH  PEBSONB  AS 
SHOULD  BE  FOUNJD  IN  THK  KIGUT  WITH  PICK-LOCK  KRYS,  OR 
OTHKK  IKFLEHIfNTS  FOB  BBEAKINe  INTO  HOUSES. 

Tie  bill  in  the  form  presented  mu  diiapprontd  by  both  tide*  of  the  hotue. 
Lord  Mahon  obierved,  "  that  a  eery  eaty  nelhod  might  be  adopted  in  mording 
the  bill,  to  at  that  the  Una  thovld  Teach  only  thote  whoH  mtention*  mere  realbf 
criminal;  ht  leoutd  taggett,  for  inttance.  that  the  implemadt  moant  bg  the  hitt 
be  dtteribed  to  be  meh  only  at  could  not  be  employed  to  aay  good  parpote." — 
Upon  which 

Mr,  Shkkidan  would  object  much  less  to  the  bill,  if  this  idea 
of  the  noble  lord  should  be  adopted  ;  but  at  present  there  was 
no  such  line  drawn.  The  general  expression  of  "  implements 
for  house-breaking,"  was  all  that  was  used ;  so  that  a  ladder  on 
a  poor  labourer's  shoulder,  might  be  deemed  such  an  implement ; 
as  might  also  a  strong  shoe,  because  with  a  strong  shoe  a  man 
might  possibly  kick  a  door  open.  He  then  said,  that  the  re- 
formation ought  to  begin  at  the  source ;  for,  until  the  police 
should  be  reformed,  little  reformation  could  be  expected  amtmg 
the  lower  classes 

Tie  Vhmnuai  tea*  direclrd  to  report  progreu,  and  aik  leave  lo  lit  again. 
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DEBATE  KBLATIVK  TO  HK8IRS.  POWELL  AND  IKHBRIDOS. 

Thett  gentlemat  wert  tvo  principal  eltrkt  m  thf  Pttf  Qffiet,  vho  had  bee» 
diantitd  for  a  nitdmtaiunir,  md  aftmeardt  reimlattd. 

Lord  Nachaemt,  »Ao  had  mooed,  on  the  34M  q^  April,  for  the  minutt  qf  the 
TVtamry  m  thit  nlrjret,  laid,  ht  had  beat  it^w^nted  that  proteeution*  agoinit 
Ihete  gaitlemen  had  been  ordered  in  lite  court*  beloK ;  and  if  mch  mu  Ihefaeti 
hf  would  more  lo  have  the  order  diackarged  for  taking  the  minute  under  eon- 
tiderafion  ;  beeaiue  he  inif  q^  opinion,  no  proceeding  ihovld  be  Had  in  fie  honte 
that  nught  create  a  biat  in  the  mind*  nf  the  pnblir,  &p/are  the  gtnlltnten  had 
been  brought  lo  trial. 

Mb.  Sheiidam  said,  the  Attoraey-GeDeral  bad  given  it  as  his 
opiDioo,  that  a  prosecutioii  for  a  miedemeanour  should  be  insti- 
tuted by  infonnation ;  and  also,  that  another  prosecution,  by 
English  bill,  should  be  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to 
compel  Messrs.  Powell  and  Bembridge  to  make  up  their  accounts, 
and  pay  in  their  balances.  He  had  this  day  spoken  to  the  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasury ;  and  he  understood  from  him,  that  he 
had  directions  to  file  the  bill ;  and  that  he  only  waited  for  the 
arrival  in  town  of  the  Attorney-General,  to  receive  his  instructions 
relative  to  the  prosecution  for  the  misdemeanour. 

To  tJu*  Mr.  Pitt  obierved,  "  that  the  raloratioa  cflhote  geniUmtn  teemed 
to  ea»i  no  tmall  reflection  on  Ihoie  who  had  been  the  authors  tff  their  diimitiion, 
and  on  the  late  Altome^Beneral,  teko  had  given  hi*  opinion  agamtt  tktn.  H» 
m*hed  the  order  to  be  ditchargtd,  nntii  the  Altomeif-General  ihould  eonte  to 
toton,  and  inform  the  houte,  whether  he  meant  to  proceed  erimimJif/  agaiiul  the 
gentlemen." 

Mk.  Shebioan  rose  again,  and  said,  the  delay  of  the  l^al 
proceedings  against  Messrs.  Powell  and  Bembridge  was  by  no 
means  chargeable,  as  matter  of  censure,  against  the  present 
ministry.  The  late  Attorney-General  had  commenced  the  busi- 
ness ;  and  there  had  time  raough  elapsed  for  him  to  have  gone 
(ffl  with  it.  Mr.  Sheridan  threw  out  some  sarcasms  on  the  prac- 
tice of  that  gendeman  to  threaten,  and  to  institute  criminal 
processes,  and  then  to  suffer  them  to  sleep. 

Mr.  Martin  having  rewutrked,  "that  when  he  heard  from  the  highett  autho- 
ritg,  that  tiBo  connderahh  eUrkt  in  office  had  been  ditmiued  for  groit  awr- 
bekaeiour ;  and  that  they  were  i^terward*  reitored,  he  eouid  not  he^  looking 
npon  their  rettoralion  a*  a  grou  and  daring  imtilt  to  the  ptMie."  Mr.  Burhe, 
riling  in  a  nioientJU  of  pat*ion,  exclaimed,  "  It  it  a  gron  and  daring" — but  he 
cotiid  proceed  no  farther,  for  hit  friend,  Mr.  Sheridan,  b*/  thit  time  hadpnUed 
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him  AMen  to  Ut  ttat,from  a  molivt  of  frimtUhip,  Utt  hi*  htai  ihotiid  bttraf/ 
him  into  itme  tnten^erate  expreuitnu  that  might  offend  the  home.  At  leHgtA 
the  Speaker  ietired  the  comerieOioH  might  drop  a*  there  via*  no  {WMfton  brfore 
the  houte. 


FABLIAUENTAST  KEFOSlt. 

Tkefolioumg  retobitiont  mere  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt : — 

\it.  "That  it  UHU  the  opinien  of  the  hotae  that  mearuretaere  highlg  neeettarj/ 
to  be  tahenfor  the  future  prevention  of  briberj/  and  e^erue  at  election*. 

2nd  "  ThatfoT  the  future,  arheu  the  taofority  ofvoterifbr  any  borough,  who 
thall  be  eonvicted  of  grott  and  notoriout  corruption  before  a  teUet  committee  of 
that  houte,  appointed  to  try  the  merit*  cfany  election,  lueh  borough  *hould  be 
ditfranchixed,  and  the  minority  of  voter*  net  to  eonoieted,  thouid  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  the  eoiBity  in  which  meh  borough  ihovld  be  ntuated. 

3rd.  "That  an  addilion  of  iaight*  of  the  thvre,  and  of  repreaentatire*  iff  the 
metropoli*,  thouid  be  added  to  the  thare  of  the  repreientation." 

The  debate  eontinued  till  near  tuio  o'eloek.  The  nuraifr  of  petitioner*  thit 
year  had  decreaeed;  only  fourteen  couniiei  appeared;  and  mo*t  of  the  petition* 
had  a  very  comiderabie  number  of  name*  tubieribed.  The  whole  amount  did 
not  reach  20,000.  Among  the  convert*  to  the  queition  appeared  Mr.  Tbom^i* 
Pitt  and  the  Lord-Adeoeate  of  Scotland.  The  former  made  the  houte  an  offer 
'of  the  voluntary  lurrender  of  hie  borough  at  Old  Sarum. 

Mr.  Sukbidak  eaid  he  was  disappointed :  tbe  motioD  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  vould,  nevertheless,  vote  for  it ;  but  he 
wished  that  it  had  taken  in  more  of  the  objects  in  general  re- 
quest. The  shortening  the  duration  of  parliament  wan  one  of 
those  objects,  which,  in  his  mind,  was  most  properly  pursued,  as 
a  measure  tending  to  correct  the  great  vice  in  the  representation 
of  the  people — their  subserviency  to  government  in  consequoice 
of  their  long  lease  obtained  from  the  people.  Shorten  that 
period,  and  unquestionably  you  strengthen  the  intercourse  and 
connexion  between  the  representative  and  the  constituent ;  and 
his  station  being  more  precarious,  he  is  likely  to  be  attentive  to 
his  trust.  Mr.  Sheridan  very  successfully  ridiculed  the  Lord- 
Advocate  and  Mr.  T.  Pitt  as  the  new  converts  to  Mr.  W.  Pitt. 

The  houie  divided  on  Ike  order  of  the  day:  aye*  293/  noc«  149.  Majority 
again*t  Mr.  Pitt'*  propoiitioni  144. 


n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


1783.J  RIGHT    HON.    E.    B.    SHERIDAN.  4-5 

Mat  13. 

uesekb.  powell  amd  bshbbidge. 

A  eonvtrMoUon  htiateit  Sir  Qeorgt  Yrntnge,  Lori  Newkaven,  Goremor  Johti- 

atose,  Mr.  W.  Piit,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  took  plact  retptctiag  theit  gentUwten,  m 

tnUch  Mr.  Sheridan  obierved,  that  it  mu  the  opinion  oftht  JHomef-Qtnerai, 

who  vat  lAtent,   that  tht  protecution  ihouU  he  eontinued. 


MESSRS.  POWELL  AND  BEMBRIDGE. 
Lord  NoBhaeen  hamng  moved,  that  the  order  made  tipiHt  the  24lh  ofAprU 
far  the  Tretuary  tninatee,  relating  to  theie  ptrtau,  ihouid  be  diitharged,  a*  a 
preteetitioH  vat  eontmenced  in  tie  eourtt  below, 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  during  the  debate  every  speaker 
who  had  opposed  the  motion  had  said,  they  did  not  wish  to  pre- 
judice Messrs.  Powell  and  Bembridi^,  but  to  know  which  of 
the  two  paymasters  had  acted  best,  and  with  most  propriety,  and 
to  procure  the  suspension  of  the  cashier  and  accountant  for  the 
present.  It  was  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  a  little  remarkable,  that 
what  they  all  disavowed,  would  infallibly  be  effected  by  pro- 
dudng  the  Treasury  minutes  ;  while, what  they  owned  to  be  their 
objects,  would  as  certainly  not  be  attained.  Mr.  Sheridan  illus- 
trated this  observation,  by  proving  that  the  production  of  the 
Treasury  minutes  would  necessarily,  and  unavoidably,  bring  on 
a  discusdon  of  the  nature  of  the  suspicion  said  to  exist  against 
Messrs.  Powell  and  Bembridge,  which  could  not  ful  to  pollute 
the  stream  of  justice.  He  also  showed  that  it  could  not  answer 
the  ends  avowed  to  be  the  objects  aimed  at.  With  regard  to 
Mr.  Arden's  declaration,  that  if  the  minutes  were  denied,  the 
world  would  think  ministers  meant  to  screen  every  culprit  from 
justice,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  it  was  a  little  extraordinary  that 
such  an  idea  should  be  thrown  out  on  the  present  occasion,  when 
the  only  part  government  appeared  in  was,  that  of  a  prosecutor ; 
which  he  believed  the  candour  of  the  house  would  admit  was  not 
the  part  to  act,  when  it  was  the  design  to  screen  a  criminal  from 
justice. 

jIi  ha^-pait  ten  the  hwue  divided;  ai/et  (for  £tehar^ng  the  order)  161; 
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May  36. 

Mt.  Shtridan  made  nmte  motiotufor  paptrt. 

XODUKT    TAXES. 

Tht  ChanciUor  cff  tkt  Exchequer  having  tiated  all  the  taxtt  he  laeatd  to 
propait,  and  tamed  hit  firtt  reiolution  thereon.  Lord  Makon  moved  that  tht 
Chairman  ihould  report  progreu,  and  atk  leave  to  tit  again  ;  httt  thit  moliom 
hit  iordthip  i^tenoardt  milhdrea,  deelarisg  thai  he  did  to,  beeaute  he  found 
minitteri  intended  to  go  into  on  inquiry  rf  the  deficientitt ;  but  that  if  titjf 
did  not,  he  uovld  maie  one  to  that  purport  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  desired  it  might  be  understood,  that  the  noble 
lord  (Mahoo)  had  oo  right  to  clsini  any  merit  from  the  part  he 
had  taken  that  day.  The  deficieocies  on  the  former  taxes  had 
been  under  the  contemplation  of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  exchequer  for  some  time ;— a  fact  not  resting  solely  on  the 
authority  of  his  bare  assertion,  but  proveable  from  the  resolu- 
tions then  under  consideration.  The  resolutiooB  were  all  founded 
on  Stamp^uties;  the  clear  inference  from  wlticb  was,  that  the 
customs  and  excise  were  at  that  time,  and  had  been,  he  would 
declare,  for  some  time  past,  under  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  government. 

Mr.  Wiiierforee  denied  thit  doctrine  ;  and  taid  i(  uwi  impottible  that  what 
the  noble  lord  had  thit  day  propoted,  could  be  Jmoum  even  to  government,  m»eh 
let*  in  their  contemplation.  He  obterved,  in  eonjlrmalion  of  Ihii  attertion, 
"thai  the  noble  lord  ai  the  head  of  the  exchequer  had  never  onee  mentioned  tht 
deftcienciet  on  the  former  taxet  in  the  courie  of  hit  tpeech."  Mr.  XtiiJt 
Stuart  laid  a  few  toordi  in  favour  of  Lord  Mahon. 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  the  specific  proposition  of  the  noble  lord 
certainly  was  not  under  the  consideration  of  government,  nor 
had  he  meant  to  say  it  was ;  but  he  should  still  contend  that  the 
state  of  the  customs  and  excise  was,  as  was  fairly  to  be  inferred 
from  the  face  of  the  resolutions  on  the  table.  Mr.  Sheridan  ob- 
served, that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  thought 
his  thanks  better  earned  by  words  than  deeds,  he  did  right  to 
give  them  to  the  noble  lord  who  had  made  the  motion,  that  the 
chairman  leave  the  chair.  That  noble  lord  had  talked  about, 
what  by  fair  inference  might  be  said  to  prove  to  be  doing. 

Here  the  debate  crated,  and  the  committee  agreed  to  the  Cliancellor  vfthe 
Errhequer'i  reiolution. 
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May  37. 
ways  and  ueans. 

A  rtt<Aition  for  mpoting  a  lax  on  whtelt  havmg  been  read  bg  the  clerk,  it 
KotoppoeedbgSirPhSipJeniimgiCUrke,  and  Lard  Mahon,  at  a  great  cktek 
OB  agrkmitta-e  md  maititfaeturee.  * 

Mb.  Shekiaan  replied,  that  id  the  bill  which  was  to  impose 
this  tax,  sach  r^ulatioDs  might  be  made  as  should  remove 
many  of  the  objections  that  had  beeo  stated ;  he  was  sure  the 
noble  lord  who  had  proposed  the  tax  would  not  resist  any  one 
exception  in  favour  of  the  farmer,  that  should  appear  reason- 
able ;  and  therefore  he  requested  gentlemen  would  suspend  their 
objections  until  they  should  see  the  bill,  and  the  regulations 
that  it  contained.  As  to  the  noble  lord  (Mahon),  who  bad 
objected  to  the  tax  merely  because  a  greater  tax  might  be 
ingrafted  on  it  in  future,  bis  objection  appeared  to  him  un- 
seasonable ;  it  mig^t  apply  well  enough  when  such  greater  tax 
should  be  proposed ;  but  if  even  a  very  heavy  tax  indeed  should 
be  proposed  hereafter,  and  carried,  the  noble  lord  who  had 
objected  to  it,  would  find  an  opportunity  of  increasing  the 
revenue,  by  taking  off  the  taxes. 

Upon  a  dMAm,  there  appeared  for  the  tax  47  ;  agaimt  H  20. 


KECEIPTS    TO    STAMP    DDTIES. 


A  ikort  cMnwnottOA  took  place  on  the  biO,  tubjeeting  receipt!  la  ttamp  dtOiei. 
Tke  Lord  Magor  and  Mr.  Sawbridge  mihed  that  it  taight  not  go  into  a  com- 
t^^iee  lo  ioo»  at  Thurtiay  next,  at  there  were  to  be  mtetinge  of  the  common 
ematal,  and  of  the  aerchante  on  Friday. 

Mb.  SmaiDAN  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  better  that  the 
bill  should  be  committed  before  these  meetings  should  take 
place;  and  his  reason  was  this ;  he  knew  that  many  of  the  ob- 
jections now  entertained  against  the  tax,  would  be  proved  to  be 
iU-foanded  as  soon  as  the  bill  should  be  read ;  because  care  had 
been  taken  so  to  draw  it  up,  as  to  guard  against  the  evils  which 
afforded  ground  for  objection ;  and  therefore,  when  gentlemen 
should  have  been  satisfied  of  this  by  discussion  in  the  committee 
on  Thursday,  they  would  be  better  able  to  give  information  on 
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the  subject  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  asast  at  the  meetings 
that  were  to  be  held  on  Friday. 

An  order  was  then  made  for  sending  the  bill  to  a  conunittee 
on  Thursday. 


TAX  ON  BILLS  OF  EXCKAM&E,  &C.  AMD  RECEIPTS. 
In  the  eoune  of  Ihu  debate,  Ur,  Sheridan  replied  to  several  qaeitioju  put  by 
mORben  at  fo  particular  billt  coming  tDiUin  the  deicriplion  of  the  elatae — the 
Lord  iSayor  observed  that  li^  tax  lamld  bt  partieularly  hard  upon  labmerer* 
imd  Iht  poor  in  generai;  and  moved  that  the  aori  "five"  be  auerted,  exeaiptmy 
all  reee^tt  Kiufer£6. — Upon  a  diBuion,  there  t^peared  for  the  Lord  Mayor  e 


BBPOBT   OF    THK    COMMITTEE    UPON   THE    TAX    BILL. 

Mb.  Shebidan  said,  that  the  framers  of  the  bill  laboured 
under  very  ^eox.  disadvaotagee,  inasmuch  as  they  acted  only 
from  th^r  own  weak  judgment ;  whereas  the  opposers  of  it 
argued  against  it,  only  because  they  had  been  instructed  bo  to 
do,  by  persons  who  had  never  s^n  the  bill,  and  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  various  provisions  it  contained.  He  used 
several  arguments  to  show  that  the  tax  would  eveitually  fall  on 
the  buyer,  and  not  on  the  seller.  He  had  seen  a  mercer,  to 
whom  this  tax  was  odious,  and  yet  who  had  no  objection  that  a 
tax  should  be  laid  on  wrought  ^ks,  because  he  could  raise  his 
price  accordingly  to  his  customers ;  hut  that  the  tax  on  receipts 
was  obnoxious  to  him ;  for  by  it,  the  two-pence,  and  no  more, 
would  pass  to  and  from  his  hands,  without  any  augmentation  to 
the  public  purse.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
tax  had  become  odious  amongst  some  people,  only  because  none 
were  to  receive  any  benefit  from  it  but  the  government,  to  whom 
it  was  paid.  This  made  a  great  difference  compared  with  all 
other  taxes ;  for  in  the  one,  government  received  it  all ;  in  the 
others,  for  one  shilling  that  was  imposed  by  parliament,  ten  were 
imposed  by  the  seller. 
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Jnits  IS. 

BECBirT  TAX. 
Tin  £Ue  of  On  UB  b^ng  read.  Lord  Maim  moved  Ihrtt  cEouiet,  to  he  added 
to  the  KQ,  iif  toof  of  rider  ;  fke  (wo  Jlrtl,  uhieh  aent  to  tke  exemptioa  of  alt 
reeeipU,  mtA  tievordt  "imfidi  of  aB  dtimmdt"  uutrUd  tierein,  l/umghfor  a 
tmm  of  lett  Aa*  forty  ihiilatgt,  from  bebig  Uabl*  to  the  penaitj/,  wort  readilif 
Mttenfed  to.  Tin  third  vai  to  enact  a  limitetMm  of  timt  far  proteeuiioitt  to 
recover  tju  penalty  to  be  eommencei  in  ea»et  lekeri  it  wot  forfeited.  To  thii 
latter  Mr.  Sheridan  made  tome  objection. 

Mk.  Sbbxidak  waii  he  waa  a  little  surprised  that  tbe  noble 
lord  was  so  ill-isformed,  as  not  to  Ldow,  that  as  the  law  stood 
already,  all  prosecuticHiB  of  a  nature  similar  to  those  that  would 
be  oomnieuced,  if  occasioo  required  it,  to  recover  the  penalties 
of  the  present  bill,  were  limited  to  twelve  months ;  and  could 
not  be  commenced  after  the  lapse  of  that  period.  Mr.  Sheridan 
took  notice  of  the  amendments  with  which  the  noble  lord  had 
been  so  good  as  to  favour  them  the  day  before;  and  said,  they 
were  so  extremely  trifling,  that  it  little  mattered  whether  they 
were  propoced  or  not. 

4fttT  wiM  fkrtJter  eonoertation,  the  cUaue  mu  read;  and  the  word* 
"  boeltie  monike,"  lafrodaMd.  Mr,  Sheridan  next  propoted  kit  new  ebaute; 
one  ^  them  impoitng  a  duty  q^  tixpenee  on  aOfortig*  billi  of  ueAaxjf,  i^e. 
wUcA  wa*  agretd  to.  Colonel  Norton  hairing  ohterved  that  he  olf/teted  to  the  tar, 
aad  he  nderttood  that  Mr.  Pitt  laid  only  that  he  conaenttd  to  it  on  aoeovii  q^ 
lhepaUienecmeiiie$, 

Mb.  Shkbidam  rose  to  contradict  this,  declaring,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  spoken  with  inflnite  candour 
upoD  the  subject ;  but  nothing  he  had  said,  warranted  such  a 
conclusion.  [Mr.  Pitt  nodded  assent  to  this  remark.]  Mr. 
Sheridan  observed  that,  after  all  that  had  passed,  the  matter 
still  rested  on  the  very  issue  that  he  had  placed  it  on  the  day 
before ;  namely,  on  the  question  whether  the  tax  would  be  paid 
by  tbe  consumer,  or  the  retaU  dealer.  He  said,  notwithstanding 
the  two  very  respectable  authorities  cited  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  to  him  (Colonel  Onslow),  he  meant  Tully 
and  the  grocer,  be  was  firm  in  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
paid  by  the  consumer ;  and  it  was  evident  that  almost  every  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  asserted  the  contrary,  had  expressly 
said,  they  spoke  from  the  instructii»is  of  others ; — that  they  had 
been  ordered  not  to  be  convinced  by  argument,  and  should  vote 
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as  they  had  been  directed  by  thdr  co:  ridan 

hoped  the  retail  trader  would  honestly  comply  with  the  express 
letter  of  the  bill,  and  throw  the  tax  on  the  consumer;  for  if  the 
consumer  let  the  retail  trader  pay  it,  he  was  sure  it  would  be 
charged  to  the  consumer  with  addition  in  the  price  of  the  article 
purchased. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  HALT  COHHITTEE  TO  TAX  VftlVATB  BKEWEKS. 
Under  Ihe  aut/iorHy  of  ok  act  of  parlUmeitt,  peraont  breming  bear  for  their 
oipn  Mc,  and  nalfor  *ale,  were  permilted  to  am^mmid  tuiih  fke  board  <tf  ereitt, 
at  to  mueh  a  head  in  their  family,  for  lie  real  duty  m  matt  they  ihia  eoiutm*d, 
in  cmtequence  of  which  Ihey  aere  freed  from  the  viMi  of  the  Excite  nffieer ; 
but  great  fraud*  hoDing  ariien  under  thitpoaer  of  compounding,  to  the  great  de- 
ttntclioniif  the  revenue:  tordjohji  Caven^h  moved  for  a  committee  of  th* 
urAoIr  AoMC,  to  take  into  contideration  the  law  whiek  gave  thit  pouter.  In  the 
eommittee  a  remlulion  um  mmd  bg  hit  hrdthip,  thai  Ihit  power  of  eompound- 
ing  ought  to  eeate ;  the  retotulion  wot  carried  without  oppotition.  Tie  chair- 
man  nfttrwardt  reported  tl  to  the  houte ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  the  houte  to 
agree  with  the  commiliee  in  thit  reaoiution.  II  aa*  oppoted  bg  Mr.  Hill,  an 
/&j^  ground  of  being  a  partial,  unproduetitte,  opprettive,  tfffennve,  and  a 
tmuggled  tax  : — in  the  courie  of  kit  ipeeeh  he  obterved  that  an  aimrance  had 
been  held  out  by  miniileri  thai  no  tuch  lax  mat  intended,  and  that  a  member 
having  inquired  of  Mr,  Sheridan  if  it  were  really  intended  to  be  propoaed,  he 
attured  him,  that  he  did  not  know  anylhittg  ^  il. 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  told  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  such  a  tax  would  not  make  part  of  this  year's  budget ;  and 
the  resolution  before  the  house  was  no  contradiction  to  that 
assertion ;  for  it  was  not  to  impose  a  new,  but  to  regulate  an  old 
tax ;  and  make  it  less  unproductive,  by  taking  away  the  means 
through  which  it  had  hitherto  in  a  great  measure  been  evaded. 

TV  rMofaifiM  aftrrwardt  patted. 


June  1?. 

bill  for  the    arolishino  pees. 

Mr.  Pill  hoeing  moved  Ihe  hoate  to  retolve  ilteff  into  a  commillee  ou  the  biU 

for   abolithing  feet,  and  tttablithing  varioui   regulation  in  Ihe  offcet  of  Ihe 

TVeorarjr,  Admiralty,  Ordnance,  Excite,  and  Slampe,  and  of  teveral  other  officet 

therein  mentioned  .—and  having  atked  if  il  wot  Ihe  inltntion  of  minitlert  to 

m  Hf  ptAUe  aeeounit,  which  would  arptre  next  July.     TV 
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■uh'oa  wot  opptued  by  Lord  John  CaBmduh.~Mr.  Pitt  tuiiced  la  eoitrM  of  the 
dtbaie  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  uAo  had  charged  the  late  Board  iff 
Tytattay  vith  Aaning  created  a  nap  fee  at  the  very  fine  they  had  profened  to 
le  ea^>loyed  in  farmardxng  plnu  of  eemoMy  imd  rrform  reepecling  qffiix-fete  in 
general.  Heiaid  the  charge  vsat  ill  founded;  that  the  mailer  related  to  a  mm 
daitned  a»  a  gralMly  npon  a  contract;  and  which  the  treatury  had  admitted 
»pon  ground*  ^'  euilom, 

Mb.  Shebidan  said,  in  ansver  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
he  found  by  a  Treasury  minute,  that  a  charge  under  the  head  of 
fees,  having  been  referred  to  the  comptroller  of  army  accounts, 
be  bad  reported  to  the  late  Treasury  that  it  was  somewhat 
greater  than  what  it  had  usually  been  allowed,  yet  the  Treasury 
allowed  it;  and  thus,  by  establishing  this  regulation,  they  would 
of  course  increase  the  compensation  that  tnuat  be  made  to  the 
clerks,  who  should  suffer  by  the  abolition  of  fees. 

Jfier  *o*e  further  detiate  the  tpeaier  Irft  the  chair  ;  aiul  the  hmue  gi^  into 
m  committee,  teent  through  the  btll,  and  nfleneardt  odjwrmed. 


Jolt  1. 

LOKD  BUBBBY's  MOTION  FOB  LEAVE  TO  BBIMG  IN  A  BILL  TO 
EXPLAIN  THE  THIRTY-FIBST  OF  ELIZABETH,  CALLED  "  AN 
ACT  FOB  REGULATING  THE  ELECTION  OF  8CH0LABS,  AND  PKE- 
SENTATIOH  TO  OFFICE." 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  order  to  gel  rid  of  the  motion,  uiiihoiit  treating  it  to  hanhly 
a»  to  put  a  direct  negative  upon  it,  moned  for  the  order  of  the  day,  uihich  oat 
carried;  Lord  Sttrrtg't  motion  contequenilyfeU  to  the  ground. 

Mb.  Sbbbidan  then  stated  briefly  the  great  hardship  of  the 
case  of  Colonel  Erskine  and  the  Swiss  officers,  who  had  been 
fined  in  their  own  country  and  banished  from  it,  and  were  now 
starving  here.  Mr,  Sheridan  recommended  it  to  gentlemen  to 
exert  themselves  in  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  report  upon  it  in  as  few  days  as  possible  to  the 
house.  With  a  view  to  institute  such  inquiry,  he  moved, 
"That  the  East  India  Company  do  forthwith  lay  before  this 
house,  copies  of  all  orders,  and  other  papers,  relative  to  raising 
s  regiment  on  the  borders  of  Switzerland  during  the  last  war." 
The  same  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 
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Jult  3. 

bili.  fok  a  tax  om  kbqibtssim&  births  amd  deaths. 

Xr  Jdam  Ar^sm  taid,  that  vitwhtg  the  bill  in  the  light  qf  a  mcwan,  te 
proeurt  a  amtel  tnmBltdgt  of  lh»  numbtr  i^  peopU  m  Iht  iiagjoa.  he  thought 
a  eompabatorj  elmae  HCMMiiry ;  for  mthout  it  tht  biriht  among  Qitaliert.  and 
aB  the  d{ffimi  diuenting  congrtgationi,  mnM  not  be  atetrtainod. 

Ms.  Sheridan  said,  he  inteaded  to  move  a  clause  to  compel 
the  Qaakera  to  raster  the  Inrtb  of  their  childreo ;  but  as  the 
dissentiDg  congregations  were  so  numerous,  he  was  afraid  they 
could  not  be  very  clearly,  and  with  certainty,  described  in  the 
biU. 

BILL  FOR  REQOLATINO  CERTAIN  OFFICES    IM  THB  SXCHEQCBR. 

It  wai  pTopoied  bs  the  (AaNMSor  nf  the  E*deq»*r,  that  i^tef  the  Memt  ^ 
tit  preteat  auditor  and  teUert  of  the  Exche^Htr,  and  iff  the  ^trk  <tf  tht  poUi,  in 
their  reepectiee  plaets,  ihoMld  haee  cramf  mid  delermined,  the  talariee  of  tkote 
qfficen  ihouid  be  fixed  and  eerlain.  7b  Ihti  Mr,  Arden  moved  a  clmue  exemptiiig 
Lord  7%wfow  fnm  the  operation  nf  the  bill;  hit  Majeity  having  m  the  year 
IjaS  promited  Mm,  imAw  aeeopting  thKjSketjf  Lord  ChoHetlkr,  a  renerriM  q^ 
a  tttterMp  of  the  Exohtquer,  m  at  large  and  btit^fieial  a  moMwr  at  (tUsriitpa 
were  then  enjoged. 

Mr.  Sheridan  spoke  more  directly  against  the  proposed 
motion,  than  any  person  who  had  riaen  in  the  debate.  He  said, 
the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  had  reminded  the  cocn- 
mittee  of  a  circumstance  which  ought  not  to  escape  their  obser- 
vation, but  upon  which  he  found  himself  oUiged  to  argue  to  a 
conclusion  directly  contrary  to  that  drawn  by  his  noble  fneaA : 
for,  so  far  from  r^^rding  Lord  Thurlow's  pension  as  inade- 
quate, he  had  always  looked  on  it  as  containing  and  carrying 
with  it  a  compensation  for  the  curtailed  state  in  which  the  rever- 
sion of  the  tellership  was  to  be  given  to  him.  That  this  was  the 
case,  it  was  only  necessary  to  recollect  ai^uments  used  on  a 
former  occasion  upcm  the  subject ;  but  if  any  doubt  remained, 
he  knew  no  way  of  judging,  but  by  having  recourse  to  prece- 
dent, and  seeing  what  had  been  given  to  former  chancdlors  in 
expectation  of  the  tellership.  And  here  he  found  that  as  great 
and  good  a  character  as  ever  held  the  seals,— a  character  re- 
spected and  valued  throughout  the  country,  as  highly  thought 
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of  as  Lord  Thurlow  fi>r  his  abilities ;  and  though,  to  his  honour, 
very  differently  ^om  his  priuciples,  bad,  up<Ht  his  retirement,  a 
pension  of  only  a  bare  ^1500  a-year.  Mr.  Sheridan  contrasted 
farth^  the  merits  of  Lord  Camden ;  and  insisted  that  if  it  was 
reasonable,  tm  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  debate,  to  coun- 
tenance this  extraordinary  compenution  Co  Lord  Thurlow,  the 
bouse  would  be  bound  in  justice  to  consider  of  making  a  retribu- 
tion to  Lord  Camden,  for  the  deficiency  of  his  income,  for  the  space 
he  believed  of  eleven  years,  before  the  tellership  had  fallen  to  his 
son-  But,  admitting  that  Lord  Thurlow  was  entitled  to  this 
distinctitHi,  the  manner  of  the  reward  proposed  was  most  objec- 
tionable, for  it  was  directly  contrary  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
uptKi  the  table,  inasmuch  as  it  was  placing  a  person  of  great 
weight  in  this  country,  who  had  been  one  of  His  Majesty's  confi- 
dential servants,  and  who  might  perhaps,  as  the  wishes  of  the 
friends  to  the  constitution  might  not  always  prevail,  be  so  again, 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  have  a  distinct  and  separate  interest 
from  his  fellow-subjects  ;  an  interest  in  the  future  wars  and  ca- 
lamitiefl  of  his  country,  which  would  be  thrift  and  gain  to  him, 
though  misery  and  ruin  to  the  empire  at  lai^.  Under  such 
circumstances,  Lord  Thurlow  might,  at  some  future  period,  be 
called  on  fur  the  sanction  of  his  great  authority  to  a  question  of 
war  and  peace.  Undoubtedly  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
himself  a  soul  above  all  mercenary  considerations ;  though  he 
had  lately  shown,  in  the  other  house,  that  he  gave  no  credit  for 
such  principles  in  others ;  but  still  it  would  be  inddicate  to 
place  so  high-minded  a  personage  in  such  a  situation  of  suspi- 
cion. If,  however,  his  merit  was  so  transcendant,  and  the  house 
approved  it,  let  the  salary  of  the  tellership  in  his  case  be  dou- 
bled— but  let  it  be  fixed.  Having  argued  this  very  closely, 
Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  some  observations  on  the  novel 
character  which  Lord  Thurlow  bad  lately  assumed  in  the  house 
€»f  lords,  of  a  furious  reformer. 

ji/trr  mmtfarthtr  dtbatt, 

Mb.  Sheridan  agun  rose,  and  stating  the  fact  now  admitted, 
that  the  promise  of  the  tellership  was  an  absolute  bargain  made 
by  Lord  Thurlow  on  his  taking  the  sesls,  he  called  on  Mr.  Pitt 
to  account  ^r,  and  excuse  his  conduct,  in  having,  while  he 
was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  deluded  the  house  into  an 
a^iprobation  of  this  pension,  by  urging,  as  his  principal  argu- 
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mrat  in  defending  it,  the  generous  and  magnanimous  conduct  of 
Lord  Thurlow,  in  having,  unlike  his  predecessors,  made  no  sti- 
piUation  whatever  on  his  accepting  the  seals.  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  that  to  record  the  whole  transaction  properly,  the  patent 
for  the  reversion  in  question  should  run  thus :  "  Whereas, 
Edward  Lord  Thurlow  has  a  pension  of  ^2,800  per  annum, 
because  he  nobly  disdained  to  make  any  stipulation  on  his  be- 
coming chancellor ;  and  whereas,  it  is  £t  he  should  have  the  re- 
ver^on  of  a  tellership  of  the  exchequer,  because  be  bargained 
for  the  same  before  he  would  take  the  seals.'* 

At  length  the  dtuue  beaig  rrgularb/  nomd,  mu  agreed  t»  mtkoat  a  tftnitM. 


HK.    PITT  S  UOTtOH  FOB  AN  ADDRESS   COHCESNIMG  THE  PUBLIC 
ACCODNTAHTS. 

A  book,  eoniaining  elitt  <if  thepereoiu  towHonttitmi  o/publiemonqhadheem 
uaued,  for  public  eervice*,  for  which  no  aeeowit  had  yet  been  patted  hy  the  aadi~ 
ion  of  the  inpresl,  wot  laid  before  the  houte  by  Lord  John  Cavendith ,-  aad  upon 
Khieh  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  motion  for  an  addreti  to  kit  Majtily,  "  that  it  appeara 
that  large  ntnu  qf  money,  which  hone  at  different  timet,  and  many  of  them  very 
long  linte,  been  paid  for  pnbUe  tervicei  to  tnb-acamniantt,  aaumnting  in  the 
whole  to  about  forty-four  nutUoni,  hone  not  yet  been  accounted  for  b^ore  the 
aaditort  of  the  imprett ;  and  that  though  man)  qf  them  have  been  olherwiea 
aecoitnled  for  in  the  coKrie  tf  office,  ytt  othert  to  a  iwrjr  large  amowU  hone  not 
been  accounted  for  at  all. 

"That  it  appear*  to  thit  houte  to  be  nf  the  ulmott  importance,  that  ail  pi^ie 
aeeountt  thould  be  brought  foruard  with  at  little  delay  at  pottible ;  and  that 
ther^ore  they  do  kunMy  beieeeh  hit  Majesty  to  be  gracioutly  pleated  to  give 
direetiont  that  the  wtott  effectual  meaturet  should  be  taken  to  inquire  concerning  Ike 
person*  to  tehom  the  taid  lUMt  haoe  been  ittned,  or  their  legal  repreientali^iet ; 
and  particularlf  thote  to  whom  money  hat  been  iiiited  in  the  courte  qf  the  late 
expeneive  war ;  and  to  take  meataret,  in  all  catei,  where  there  thail  appear  to  be 
tnficient  ground,  to  compel  them  in  the  due  eourte  of  law  to  account  for  the 
tame ;  oncf  that  this  houte  will  in  due  lime  co-operate  in  tueh  meaturet  at  mag 
on  full  deliberation  appear  to  be  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  the  lUce  delays  for 
the  future." 

Mb.  Shebidan  moved  two  amendments  to  the  motions.  The 
one  was  to  leave  out  the  words  "  it  appears  to  this  house,"  and 
insert  in  their  stead  the  following :  "this  house  have  leason  to 
believe ;"  the  other  to  leave  out  the  specific  sum  of  forty-four 
millions,  so  that  the  phrase  would  run  generally  "  that  gmt 
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sums,  &c.had  been  iasued,  and  had  not  been  accounted  for."  He 
said  these  amendments  appeared  to  him  the  more  necessary,  as 
the  book  CD  which  the  motion  was  founded,  could  not  be  called  a 
parliamentary  voucher,  such  as  would  support  the  assertion  "  it 
appears  to  this  house ;"  for,  in  fact,  it  was  merely  a  compilation, 
made  up,  indeed,  by  a  respectable  individual,  hut  at  the  same 
time  unauthorized  by  either  parliament  or  the  treasury  ;  and  if 
the  noble  lord  produced  such  a  book  at  all,  it  was  only  in  defer- 
ence to  the  right  honourable  mover  of  (he  present  address ;  who 
having  seen  the  book,  wished  it  to  be  produced  to  the  bouse. 
But  though  it  might  serve  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  house, 
it  was  not  bo  authentic  a  document,  as  that  a  grave  proceeding 
should  be  grounded  upon  it.  The  same  reasoning  would  sup- 
port the  amendment  for  leaving  out  the  specific  sum ;  for  if  the 
bouse,  and  not  on  the  authority  of  the  book,  speak  with  certainty 
oo  one  point,  they  could  not,  of  course,  speak  with  certainty  on 
the  other.  He  hod  not  the  least  objection  to  the  motion,  if  it 
should  he  thus  amended  ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  the  amend- 
ments would  not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  tread  upon  the  spirit  of 
the  address. 

Tkt  OBitndmeitt*  were  oppond  Ay  Mr.  W.  GruwilU,  Mr.  IF.  Pitt,  md  Mr. 
Anit% ;   and  npporttd  bf  Lord  John  Caofndiih  and  Mr.  tin. 

Mb.  Shesidam  professed  he  had  no  wish  but  to  keep  the 
public  from  being  deceived.  He  thought  it  right  that  notice 
should  be  taken  of  the  circumstance ;  but  not  in  the  way  pro- 
posed in  the  motion. 

ma  at»t»di)tt»U  teert  earritd  mlhont  a  dininon. 


NoVBMBBft  20. 


LOKD  JOHN  CAVENDISH  B  MOTION,  FOB  LEAVK  TO  BBINO  IN  A 
BILL  TO  EXPLAIN  AND  AMEND  THE  BECEIPT  TAX. 
DoiAlt  had  arum  lehelher  any  penalli/  mat  incitrrtd  under  Ike  act  u  iti  pre- 
tail  farm,  bj>  then  toAo  hod  tigntd  rrenptt  upon  vnitampl  paper :  atid  then 
donblt  iwre  changed  into  a  eenfidnl  idea,  by  the  opimon  qf  tome  retptctablt 
menheri  of  the  laa  having  betn  publiihed  in  the  newipapert.  The  lax  which, 
previ<na  to  the  pronmlgalion  qf  Ihoat  opinion*,  appeared  likely  to  be  very  pro- 
ductive hat  tinee  fallen  off ,  The  Djitniun  of  the  Attorney-General  teat  diianelri- 
eally  opponle  to  fhote  alluded  to ;  and,  ther'fore,  a  biU  wax  propoeed  to  indem- 
nify Ihote  who  had  given  receipti  toithoul  a  atamp ;  and$o  to  explain  the  meani)^ 
qf  the  act,  ot  to  prevent  meh  anevatian  of  it  for  lhefiii%re. 
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Ma.  Skehidam  observed,  that  the  last  speftker  but  two  (Hr. 
Arden)  had  said  that  the  receipt  tax  was  oppressive  and  un- 
popular ;  and  that  when  it  should  be  known,  complaints  would 
pour  in  against  it  from  everj  quarter.  It  was  a  little  singular 
that  a  tax  should  he  oppressive,  which  was  not  felt ;  and  that  it 
should  be  unpopular  when  it  was  not  known.  Id  the  country, 
an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Edward  Astley)  had  said,  it  had 
been  hardly  heard  of ;  and  In  the  town  it  had  been,  since  the 
publication  of  certain  authorities,  pretty  gen^^ly  evaded.  As 
to  the  penalty  of  signing  a  receipt  on  unstamped  paper,  he  re- 
membered well  to  have  stated  in  the  committee,  when  the  matter 
was  under  consideration,  it  was  intended  that  such  an  act  should 
be  made  penal ;  and  he  wished  that  whenever  the  learned 
member  who  spoke  last  (Lord  John  Cavendish),  should  be  called 
upon  again,  along  with  other  gentlemen  of  the  law  (Oliver  Quid, 
and  others),  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  statute  on  which  the 
existence  of  a  considovblc  branch  of  the  revenue  depended,  be 
would  give  less  way  to  vivacity,  and  read  all  the  clauses,  before 
he  let  his  opinion  get  abroad  into  the  world ;  where  such  an 
ofunion  as  his  could  not  fail  to  carry  great  weight. 

Mr,  Ardet  hanixg  relarM  <m  Mr.  Sheridan  m'M  *Mse  aerimosy,  aid  d^^adtd, 
in  a  high  lone  of  toiet,  kii  opbtiat, 

Mx.  Shexidan  got  up  a  second  time,  and  said,  he  should  not 
adopt  the  warmth  of  the  honourable  member ;  because  he  founds 
by  the  experience  of  its  having  not  the  least  effect,  when  used 
by  another,  it  might  probably  be  of  as  little  service  if  he  took 
it  as  hia  mode  of  defence.  But  ^^n  he  reprobated  the  sending 
forth  an  opinion,  calculated  to  affect  the  revenue,  without  the 
decency  of  reading  the  act  on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  qtatim  wot  at  latt  put  im  the  wuiitm^  {mm  to  bring  im  the  KII,  mUcA 
wu  carried  ^thmt  a  divition. 


Dae  IM  Baa  4. 

ALDEKUAN  NKWMHAh'b  MOTION  FOX  A  KEPKAL  Or  THE  STAMP 

DUTY  OK  BKCEIPTB. 

Mb.  Shekidan  said,  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  it  generally 
admitted,  that  when  gentlemen  thought  fit  to  move  the  repeal  of 
an  existing  tax,  they  ought  to  propose  some  tax  in  lieu  of  it ; 
that  in  ^eir  opinion,  at  least,  was  likely  to  prove  equally  pro- 
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ductive.  This  was  certainly  right,  because  when  that  house  was 
called  upon,  as  it  was  by  the  inotiMi  then  under  oonsideration, 
it  was  called  upon  to  do  as  strong  an  act  as  the  house  could 
possibly  perform,  viz.  to  change  the  security  g^ven  to  the  public 
creditor,  and  take  away  the  mortgage  he  hdd  in  payment  of  the 
interest  of  his  money.  The  receipt  tax,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  was 
a  tax  that  had  passed  almost  unanimously.  At  least  it  hod  been 
approved  of  by  the  majority  of  that  house,  and  declared  to  he  a 
l^t,  impartial,  and  wise  tax.  Such,  he  was  in  his  own  mind 
persuaded,  it  would  have  proved,  had  the  tax  had  fair  play.  It 
had  not,  however,  been  yet  truly  tried.  No  sooner  was  this  tax, 
■o  much  lilted  within  doors,  heard  of,  but  the  utmost  pains  were 
taken  to  raise  a  clamour  against  it  without.  Committees  and 
associations  were  formed  for  that  purpose  expressly.  All  the 
art  and  ingenuity  of  man  were  employed  in  finding  out  means  of 
evading  it.  Remonstrances  against  it  had  been  fabricated,  and 
carried  from  house  to  house  to  procure  signatures.  Those  who 
never  had  heard  of  the  tax,  were  called  upon  to  lend  their  names 
to  the  list ;  nay,  one  man,  who  could  not  write  himself,  had  been 
invited  to  make  his  mark,  in  order  to  overthrow  a  tax,  which  he 
was  bJd  materially  concerned  him,  as  it  was  a  check  to  the 
currency  of  written  evidence.  As  soon  as  any  probable  means 
<tf  evading  it  were  hit  on,  they  were  industriously  circulated 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  government  having,  out  of  lenity, 
forborne  to  prosecute  for  the  penalties  incurred  by  those  who 
flew  in  the  face  of  the  act,  a  case  was  made  out  of  the  whole 
against  the  tax  itself ;  and,  when  parliament  met,  it  was  applied 
to,  in  order  to  repeal  the  tax.  Mr.  Sheridan  reprobated  such 
conduct,  and  said,  he  trusted  that  the  good  soise  of  the  house 
would  interpose,  and  prevent  the  repeal  of  a  tax  so  treated. 
With  regard  to  the  taxes  suggested  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  they  appeared  to  bim  to  be  full  as  liable  to  ob> 
iection  as  the  receipt  tax, — indeed,  infinitely  more  so,  because 
there  was  not  any  fixed  criterion  to  judge  of  them  by.  For  in- 
stance, suppose  a  tax  was  laid  on  dogs,  in  that  case  the  keeper  of 
s  pack  might  immediately  sell  it,  and  buy  a  hunter  with  the 
money,  and  follow  the  pack  of  some  nei^hour.  In  like  manner, 
if  a  person  kept  dogs  to  guard  his  house,  on  a  tax  being  laid,  he 
might  dispose  of  his  dogs,  and  resort  to  some  other  means  of 
security.  So,  likewise,  with  r^;ard  to  pews,  in  order  to  evade 
the  payment  of  a  tax  upon  them,  persons  might  no  longer  choose 
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to  hold  them.  The  tax  on  grave-stones,  indeed,  was  not  easily 
evaded,  and  could  not  be  deemed  oppresBive,  as  it  would  only  be 
once  paid ;  but  such  was  the  spirit  of  clamour  against  any  tax  on 
receipts,  that  he  should  not  wonder  if  it  extended  to  them ;  and 
that  it  should  be  asserted,  that  persons  having  paid  the  last  debt, 
the  debt  of  nature,  government  had  resolved  they  should  pay  8 
receipt  tax,  and  have  it  stamped  over  their  grave.  Nay,  with  so 
extraordinary  a  degree  of  inveteracy  were  some  committees  in 
the  city,  and  elsewhere,  actuated,  that  if  a  receipt  tax  of  the 
nature  in  question  was  enacted,  he  should  not  be  greatly  sur- 
prised if  it  were  soon  after  published,  that  such  committees  had 
unanimously  resolved  that  they  would  never  be  buried,  in  order 
to  avoid  paying  the  tax ;  but  had  determined  to  lie  above  ground, 
or  have  their  ashes  consigned  to  family  urns,  in  the  manner  of 
the  ancients.  Having  diverted  the  house  with  his  idea,  which  he 
handled  with  equal  point  and  pleasantry,  Mr.  Sheridan  resorted 
to  more  serious  arguiiient,  and  took  notice  of  Mr.  Thornton's 
remarks  relative  to  a  clerk's  salary  being  forty  pounds  a-year, 
and  that  came  to  two-pence  an  hour,  which  he  pointed  out  as 
absurd.  He  also  remarked  upon  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
MartJn,  who  had  said,  that  the  retail  trader  distributed  his  price 
of  the  receipt  upon  the  several  articles  he  sold.  The  strongest 
argument  urged  against  the  tax,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  ever 
conceived  to  be,  that  it  fell  heavier  upon  the  retail  trader  than 
upon  the  wholesale  dealer  or  merchant.  If,  however,  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  remark  was  true,  this  argument  necessarily  fell 
to  the  ground.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  in  his  mind,  the  great  re- 
commendation of  the  receipt  tax  was,  that  being  paid  directly, 
and  not  immediately,  the  public  felt  it  i  and  it  naturally  led  them 
to  condder  the  state  of  the  nation.  This  was  the  excellence  of 
the  tax,  and  a  right  principle  of  taxation.  If  lie  might  jHesume 
to  lay  down  a  principle  of  taxation,  as  fit  to  be  adopted  in  an 
arbitrary  and  in  a  free  country,  taxes  should  be  imposed  as  in- 
directly  as  possible;  and  the  ^ving  alarm  to  mens*  feelings  ought 
to  be  most  studiously  avoided.  The  reverse  exactly  should  be 
the  case  in  a  free  country ;  the  taxes  there  ought  always  to  be 
direct  and  open.  The  subject,  when  he  paid  any  of  them,  should 
know  that  he  paid  a  tax  ;  and  his  attention  should  in  consequence 
be  provoked  to  an  examination  of  the  state  of  the  country's  debts, 
the  weight  of  which  being  obliged  to  be  borne  by  all,  they  neces- 
sarily concerned  all  in  an  equal  degree. 
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December  8. 

thibd  ksaqing  of  the  bill  foa  testimg  the  affaies  of 

the  east  imdta  cohpaht  im  the  bands  of  cebtain  cou- 

uisstonbes,  foe  the  benefit  of  the  fbopsietobs  and 

rOBLIC. 

Mb.  Shebioan  replied  to  the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Dundas), 
who  went  through  the  principal  parts  of  his  bill  of  last  year  with 
him  :  and  cootended,  that  the  despotism  it  clothed  Lord  Comwallis 
with,  was  so  plain  and  palpable,  that  he  declared  he  wondered 
how  the  learned  gentlemen  could  keep  his  countenance  when  he 
seriously  insisted  upon  it,  that  bis  bill  was  not  equally  danger- 
ous in  point  of  creating  influence  and  arbitrary  power,  and  in 
r^ard  to  invasion  of  chartered  rights,  with  that  of  his  right 
honourable  friend.  It  wait,  in  t&ct,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  ten  times 
more  so ;  and  that  if  it  had  not  been  so  late  an  hour  of  the 
night,  he  would  then  have  proceeded  to  prove  it  vvs  so.  This 
serious  part  of  his  argument  over,  Mr.  Sheridan  came  to  the 
more  pleasant  part,  and  took  up  the  several  quotations  from 
Shakspeare,  Milton,  and  the  book  of  Revelations  ;  of  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  Mr.  Arden,  and  Mr.  Scott,  foiling  them  each  with  their 
own  weapons,  and  citing,  with  the  most  happy  ease  and  correct- 
ness, passages  from  almost  the  same  pages  that  controverted 
their  quotations,  and  told  strongly  for  the  bill.  He  quoted  three 
more  verses  from  the  Revelations,  by  which  he  metamorphosed 
the  beast  with  seven  heads,  with  crowns  on  them,  into  seven 
angels,  clothed  in  pure  and  white  linen.  One  side  of  the  bouse 
were  extremely  entertained  with  the  turns  Mr.  Sheridan  gave 
what  he  quoted. 

Afa  20B  ;  mwi  103. 

Mr.  FO^*  etkbnUed  Eatt  India  BiU  haeing  patttd,  o»  th«  6tk  of  Dtetmber, 
tk«  htnae  iff  eommmu  tool,  o*  the  iiexl  dag,  carrird  up  lo  the  hon»e  of  lordi. 
No  ifmplomM  had  hithtrio  apptarrd  bffore  f Ac  pitblic,  that  widicated  ttie  ap- 
proaeAingfall  of  the  bill,  and  thr  mMatert.  Grtat  paint  ittdted  tetrt  iaiai,  and 
mlh  eontiderabU  mcmm,  bif  na  abnait  infrtdibU  etrculntion  of  pam/Altt*  and 
political  engraningt,  to  i^fintnot  the  nation  againtt  the  nmiM-M  andptrtoni  of 
tdminittration.  And  it  vai  alio  remarked,  that  in  the  honte  of  eoamoni.tmtra^ 
^  that  deieription  of  memiert,  tntU  iwnro  by  the  natne  of  King's  friendi,  gave 
their  vota  m  the  tide  of  oppoetlion.  But  it  wot  generaily  imagined,  that  op 
on  the  one  hand,  the  mitattrg  va*  loottrong  to  be  thook  by  thebreath  ofpoputar 
etamonr:  to,   on  the  other,  U  $remed  lo  the  lait  degree  improbtMe,  thai  they 
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thoald  iaoe  adopted  a  wuatKrr  ^  nrh  afinitt  importenet,  either  mthimt  iaonnijr, 
or  amtrary  to,  lit  itulinatioiu  of  the  King.  Oa  the  firit  rtading  tff  tht  biit  im 
th«  hautt  of  lordi.  Earl  Temple,  Lord  Thwrlou,  tmd  the  Dukr  ^f  Rtehaowd, 
txpfrtt»ed  thtb-  abhorrtnet  of  Iht  meoture  m  the  ttranyeit  mi  moit  mmfiu^fMd 
temt.  JbriUimUpanifgfriconMr.HatliugtKaMprmunauxdbg  Lord'I%iirbnB, 
and  thtfioariAing  ilalt  ijf  the  Compang't  affairt  intitted  mt.  j^fltr  a  tkert  de~ 
bait  retatiot  to  the  prodnetitm  ofpapen,  on  vhich  the  lorde  in  oppotUion  did  not 
ehooit  to  dMde  the  hoiae,lheieeond  reading  mu  fited for  if ondag  December  IS, 
In  th«  wtean  time,  varioiu  rumbnrt  b^an  to  drealate  relative  to  tome  cBfraer- 
dinarf  molioiu  in  the  interior  qf  the  court.  It  inu  eoi^denlh/  qffirmed,  thai  am 
the  lltk  of  DeeeviieT,  the  King  tignffied  to  Earl  Jhaple,  uho  had  been  ordered 
to  attend  him  in  the  cktetfor  that  purpote,  hit  ditapprobation  of  the  India  BUI, 
and  authorised  Aim  to  declare  the  lame  to  tuck  pertont  u  he  might  think  Jit  .■ — 
that  a  viritten  note  KOI  put  into  hit  hand*,  in  which  fu*Maj^dtelar*d,  '"not 
he  thonld  deem  thorn  wAo  ehould  vote  for  it,  Mt  only  not  hitfUendt,  but  kit 
enemiet ;  and  that  if  he  (Lord  ThnpleJ  cottldpnt  thit  in  etrongtr  vordi,  he  had 
fvU  authority  to  do  to,"  And  lattly,  that  in  eontequenee  qf  thit  aulharilg,  eom- 
mumieationthadbtenmode  to  the  tame  purport  to  teoeral  peen  in  tht  tipper  honee, 
and  partieidarls  to  thote  lehote  offieet  obliged  them  to  attend  the  King't  pertom. 
Some  extraordAary  eireumttaneet,  tehich  happened  ob  the  15th  of  DeeenAer,  the 
dag  of  the  teoond  readinp  nf  the  biU,  eoi^firvied  the  pnhabilifj  nf  the  truth  qf 
Ihete  reportt.  Several  lordi.  wAo  had  entrutttd  their  proaiee  to  the  mimtter,  and 
Uf  friendi,  mthdrtm  them  on^  a  /«»  hourt  b^ore  the  haute  met ;  <Md  other*, 
uihote  tupport  he  had  every  reaton  to  expect,  gave  their  volei  on  the  tide  of  oppo- 
tition.  On  the  divition,  urhieh  took  place  on  a  queition  of  a^oumient,  the 
minittert  «ere  liftin  a  minority  of  79  to  S7-  On  the  IJth <if  DecenArr,  the 
India  Bill  leai  rejected  by  the  lordi,  on  a  divition  qf  95  to  76.  It  vat  remarked 
that  the  Prince  of  Walei,  vhawatin  theminority  on  the  former  dieition,  having 
learned,  in  the  interim,  that  the  meaeure  wot  offentive  to  the  King,  toot  abtent  os 
Ihi*  occation.  At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  following  night,  a  mettenger  ddivered 
to  the  two  tecretariet  (jf  ttate,  hit  Miyettg't  ordert,  "  that  they  thouU  driver  191 
the  teole  of  their  offieet,  and  tend  them  by  the  under  leeretariet,  Mr.  JVaon-  and 
Mr.  Napean,  a*  a  pertonal  itilervieu  on  the  occatiou  would  be  ditagrteoble  to 
him,"  Tie  lealt  were  immediately  given  by  the  King  to  Lord  Thnple,  who  tent 
Utteri  of  ditmittion,  ike  day  following,  to  the  retl  qf  the  cabinet  eouneil;  at  the 
tame  time  Mr,  WUUam  Pitt  wai  appointed firtt  lord  qf  the  treaiury,  and  ehan- 
eellor  qfthe  exchequer;  and  Earl  Oower  pretident  of  the  eauneU.  On  the  Sid, 
Lord  Timpte  retigned  the  lealt  i^f  hit  qffioe ;  oaJ  they  were  delivered  to  Lord 
Sidney,  at  tecrelary  qf  ftate  for  the  home  department,  and  to  the  Marqttit  qf 
Carmarthen  for  the  foreign.  Lord  1%urlaw  wat  appoinled  lord  chanoeHor;  the 
Duke  ^fBiOland  lord  prtvy  teal  I  Lord  Howe,  firtt  lord  of  the  AdmiraUy;  and 
the  Jiuti  qf  Bidmumd,  matter-generai  qf  the  Ordnance.  Mr.  Wmiom  OrenvUle 
and  Lord  Muigrave  tueeetded  Mr.  Burke  in  the  pay  qffiee ;  Mr.  Henry  Dundat 
wat  /^pointed  treainrtr  qf  th*  Navy;  Mr.  Kenyan,  attorney-general;  Mr. 
Arden,  Soiieitor-  General ;  Mr.  Geo.  Younge,  teerefary  at  war ;  Mr.  Bote  and 
Mr.  Steele,  teeretariet  to  the  treataryi  and  Mr,  Orde.  teerefary  to  the  Lord 
iMuienani  of  Ireland. 
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Januabt  13,  1784. 
cohhittkk  on  the  btatk  of  the  nation. 

^  MOM  o*  the  SptiAtr  had  lakai  Iht  eliair,  Mr,  Jbx,  nt  ordtr  to  gel  poua- 
tiamnfthe  hnat,  and  la  prevent  lauf  other  bntintm  Jrotn  being  brongkt /orKord 
hf  the  minitler,  brfort  etriaiii  rfobUimu  that  had  been  prepared  iMre  rWimiiurf 
ta  the  eammiltee  on  the  ttate  of  the  nation,  moned  for  the  order  of  the  daj.  He 
muiereintemptedbg  the  nev  memberi  ahc  loere  brougU  np  labetiBom;  and  at 
toon  OM  that  bunnen  wot  otier,  the  Chanerllor  of  the  Excheqiier  rote  at  the  taau 
mommt  mth  Mr.  Fo*.  declaring  he  had  a  menage  to  delioerfrom  the  King.  A 
freatelamonr  tmmtdJBlelg  arott  n  the  home  who  thould  be  heard  firti,  which  wa*  at 
lengikendedbjIheSpeaier'tdeddingin/aMnr^fMr.Fox.  The qatttitm, whether 
the  ho¥*e  Amdd  reeolve  Hte\f  Mto  a  fMmnuitee  on  the  ttate  i/  the  nation  wa* 
IkendAatei.  TltegroMadtonwhiehlhituiaioppoiedbj/theminitterandhitfriendt, 
were  the  viohni  and  nnprtctdenttd  mttuvret  adapted  by  the  eoattnitirt  an  a 
former  oeetition ;  and  the  lillle  probability  that  appeared  from  the  pretent  Itmper 
Iff  the  hoMte,  that  their  proeeedingt  wontd  infiilart  be  conducted  with  let*  tiiolmcc 
amdpattion;  at parUomtnt  ttoed pledged,  otweBfrom  the  dnif  thegetoed  their 
eetmtrj,  a*  bg  their  awn  Minm  dedaration,  to  direct  their  atltniion,  withonl 
<lr%,  to  the  e^irt  iif  the  Eatl  India  Con^ang.  Mr.  PHI  implored  the  hontt 
(0  poitpone,  at  leo*t,for  a  thort  time  the  ixtrodmction  iff  meaeuret  that  migh^ 
rrtard  or  throw  am/  difficvltiri  in  the  way  of  thii  moit  important  contideralion. 
He  taid  he  wat  then  ready  to  bring  fwrward  hit  plan  for  the  better  rrgulation  of 
the  eo^aayt  ttgaira ;  and  that  he  ehalienged  a  eomporifM  between  hit,  and  the 
billlaUlfrgeeted  by  the  brdt ;  axd  thai  he  denred  to  ttand  or  fail  bj/  the  merili 
or  drmerii*  qf  the  meaturei  he  ihoiM  propote.  In  anawer  to  them  argnmentt,  it 
wat  denied  that  either  the  retolntiont  already  agreed  to  ijr  the  committte,  or  thote 
whiA  it  woe  intended  to  propote,  were  violmt  or  nnparliamentary—iaqireeedented 
im  the  latter  jonmalt  of  parliament  they  undoubtedly  wen,  and/or  good  reatont, 
beeamte,  tinte  the  time  qf  the  rteolution,  the  dignity  and  eieential  rights  of  that 
hoate  had  never  before  tigered  to  open  and  direct  an  attack.  It  had  been  at- 
terted  by  many  great  lawyert,  and  antongtt  thote  by  Lord  Somert  himte^,  that 
the  trown  did  not  pottett  the  prerogative  ofdittohingpariioment  during  a  tettion 
whSe  jmhlie  bntineit  andpetitioa*  werepending.  But  without  contending  about 
the  quettion  iff  right,  it  wa*  ttrenaoutly  maiataitted,  that  the  erereite  qf  tuch  a 
power,  in  the  pr«t«ii  intttmee,  would  be  highly  iangerout  and  criminol ;  and  that 
the  committee  wut  fully  juttified  in  taking  tuehttept  at  they  might  thaik  the  mott 
^retualfor  the  prevention  of  tueh  a  calanity.  The  eiraimttaneet  iff  the  eate 
called  for  an  apen  and  unqualified  declaration  (^  their  tentimentt :  and  did  not 
admit  iff  that  dittamt  and  rapecffvl  delicacy  vhich  parliament  utuaUy  adopted, 
when  it  thought  proper  to  interfere,  by  it*  adciee,  with  the  egeeutine  government. 
AbM,  the  remit  Iff  the  moel  loioriiHtf  invettigation*  that  hadeverbetn  carried  om 
w  parliemenl,  had  patted  the  houte  qf  common*  with  the  warmett  approbation  ^ 
great  and  independent  ma/oritiet.  Hit  Migetty  had  been  oMted  to  conceal  from 
la*  MiMttort  Id*  ditappmbation  of  the  bill  tUI  it  wat  carried  mto  the  houie  ^f 
iordt,  where,  through  meoMi  iff  an  tmeontlilntioniU  ute  o/the  roytd  tt«M  a»d  m- 
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fluence  it  mu  rrjreled-  TTu  tninialm  who  brought  it  m  vert  dumintdfivm  tke 
pablie  aervice,  for  no  olhrr  apparent  mum  than  htcaiae  thrif  had  bten  tupporled 
in  that  meaiurr,  and  leere  belieeed  to  poueu  Iht  eoi^lifcim  iff  that  Aobm  ;  and, 
bulb/,  menacea  nf  dutolution  ntre  held  oner  the  houit  Uat\f,  for  the  purpote  nf 
meing  thetn  into  an  acqttieieenef  in  the  meomref  of  the  new  adminutraiion.  Under 
inch  circiaiutance*  it  Kiu  imponible  the  houie  should  nat  feel,  and  feeling,  not 
exprea  their  indignation  and  retenttnenl.  The  mffain  qf  India  were  eertaiitbi  of 
tht  nMt  urgent  and  pregging  nature,  but  it  teas  abtolitiely  ntceaary,  in  order  lo 
giet  the  mbjeet  a  free  and  m^toMed  raneideratioH,  that  the  honte  thould  not  bt 
Irftdependenifor  ite  very  exitlenee  upon  the  will  of  the  pmnnvihoteprcpotHian* 
rtlatine  thereto  they  inert  abonl  lo  decide  itpon.  Theminiiterviatther^ore  caUed 
upon,  if  he  vtiahed  to  put  a  llop  to  $vch  further  meanrea  at  the  committee  aiight 
think  netxuart/  to  adopt  for  their  otsn  leeurili/,  to  give  the  houee  gome  tatitfaclory 
osniraiice  that  no  diaiolution  would  lake  place.  Mr,  Pitt  potilitrelf  refiued  lo 
comply  vilh  thiereqaiiition,  declaring  "  that  He  vHmld  never  comproaiee  the  royal 
prerogative,  nor  bargain  it  aieag  ta  the  home  of  commoiu ;  and  in  the  eourat  if 
the  debate  accuied  Lord  North  of  acting  both  meanly  and  kypocriiicaUy. 

Mr.  Sheeidan  attacked  Mr,  Pitt  in  terms  of  great  severity. 
He  said,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  applied  hard  words 
to  other  gentlemen,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  attacking  him 
with  the  same  weapons.  The  right  honourable  gentlemen  had 
behaved  that  day  not  only  with  the  utmost  hypocrisy  and  mean- 
ness, but  had  held  the  most  insulting  language,  and  the  most 
unconstitutionBl  he  had  ever  heard.  He  reminded  the  house  of 
Mr.  Banks's  words  before  the  recess,  when  he  had  pledged  him- 
self to  the  house,  as  he  declared,  by  the  authority  of  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen,  that  there  should  be  no  dissolution  nor  pro- 
rogation of  parliament ;  and  had  said,  his  right  honourable  friend 
not  only  would  not  himself  advise  any  such  measure,  but  would 
hold  himself  bound  to  quit  his  oiBce,  if  any  such  measure  was 
adopted  by  his  colleagues.  Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  the  house 
also,  that  Mr.  Banks  had  desired  to  be  furnished  with  stronger 
language  to  express  what  he  said  to  the  house,  if  the  house  were 
not  satisfied  with  his  words.  Mr.  Sheridan  also  attacked  Mr. 
Dundas  with  considerable  poignancy  of  wit  and  humour.  After 
answering  the  serious  parts  of  his  argument,  he  touched  upon 
the  pleasant  points  of  his  speech,  and  said  it  was  so  unusual 
for  the  learned  gentlemui  to  indulge  himself  in  merriment,  that 
he  presumed  the  success  that  had  attended  the  arts  practised  to 
corrupt  the  majority  during  the  recess,  had  given  him  a  new 
flow  of  spirits,  and  encouraged  him  to  think  he  should  ke^  his 
place.     The  leuiied  gentleman  seemed  to  be  in  betta  humour 
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witb  newqiapers  than  usual ;  his  speech,  be  said,  migbt  (airly  be 
deemed  hinU  for  paragraphs  and  sketcheB  for  prints.  He  did 
not  doubt  but  his  hint  was  already  taken ;  and  that  the  next 
morning  they  would  see  the  print  he  had  recommended.  He 
hoped,  however,  they  would  be  favoured  with  a  companion  ; 
and  that  another  figure,  a  striking  likeness  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man would  be  engraved,  witb  a  scroll  out  of  his  mouth,  oo 
which  should  be  written  "appeal  to  the  people."  Another  print 
might  also  contain  a  similar  figure,  and  underneath  might  be 
wrote  "  an  advocate  for  chartered  rights,*  which  might  be  sym- 
holically  expressed  by  his  holding  his  own  India  bill  in  his  band. 
After  diverting  the  house  excessively  with  these  and  other  laugh- 
able ideas,  Mr.  Sheridan  returned  to  seriousness,  and  read  a  paf- 
sage  from  the  journals  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  to  show  that 
secret  influence  then  prevailed ;  and  what  was  not  a  little  re- 
markable, he  said,  was,  the  agent^s  name  was  Temple ;  but  he 
happened  to  be  only  in  progress  to  nobility ;  and  was  a  simple 
baronet,  not  a  peer.  He  went  at  considerable  length  into  the 
question  at  issue  between  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  and  the 
privileges  of  the  commons ;  and  illustrated  by  several  very  apt 
and  beautiful  examples,  the  new  idea  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  our  constitution  was  more  perfect  than  the  theory. 

TJit  majority,  who  tnert  now  ptrwuaded  that  tht  hob  admiiutlralun  were  onlg 
f«  be  wiihhtld  bf  thttr/ear*.  from  puttUg  an  fjid  to  tht  »tm»n,  retobxd  to  rm- 
der  mek  a  iltp  highif  daugeroM*  at  Itail,  if  ttol  impouible.  With  thit  virw,  a* 
•on  ai  tht  qHtMtionfor  rtadiiig  the  order  of  ike  day  oat  carried,  on  a  divitiiM  nf 
333  to  1[)3,  and  tht  Spraker  had  l^t  the  chair,  the  tun  following  rembitiom 
mre  moved  in  the  conanittee,  a»dpaeeed  without  a  divinon, — i*t.  TTiat  it  it  the 
Bpiman  of  Ikuammitiee,  that  for  ang  jtereon  or  person*  in  Hit  Majetty't  Trea- 
mj  eria  tht  S*chtjner,  or  in  (he  Bant  qf  England,  employed  in  tht  payment  nf 
the  pMie  money,  to  pag,  or  direct  or  cane  to  be  paid,  ang  mm  or  »iim»  qf  money, 
for  or  toward*  tht  n^porl  nf  tht  tenieet  noted  in  fhit  present  wnton  <if  parlia- 
ment, after  the  parliament  ihall  haoe  prorogutd  or  diuolntd,  \f  it  be  prorogued 
or  dinolvtd  h^ore  any  act  of  parUameni  thtUl  have  patted  appropriating  tht 
ttppUit  to  tneh  etrvieti,  wiB  he  a  high  crimt  and  mitdemeanor,  a  daring  breach 
of  the  pnbhe  tntt,  derogatory  to  the  fiadametdal  prioOegei  of  parliament,  and 
tnttertioe  of  tht  eonititniion  qf  thit  eoKntry."—2iid.  "  That  it  it  tht  opinion  qf 
thit  eowmUtte,  that  tht  chairman  nf  the  eommitlee  be  directed  to  mow  the  koute, 
that  the  bill  for  punithing  mtUing  and  dtterlion,  and  for  the  belter  payment  qf 
the  army  and  their  qnartert,  be  read  a  teeond  tine  on  Thurtday  the  23d  nf 
Fymary  ntxt. 

Tit  immediate  dittolvtion  qfparliamenl  being  that  far  rendtrtd  ii^yraeiiettble, 
hM renolationt  qf  a moredirect  and  hoiHle  itatnrt  wire  moved  by  tht  Earl  «lf 
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S»rtf.  ntjlrl."  Tluaim  the pntaa mtwUkm ^f  Wu Mi^tit^t  JomhuM^ 
it  KOM  peaiiiarlji  Mctfarj  that  thtra  tionU  b»  at  adminittraiiom  wJUeA  kad  tie 
eot^denet  of  thai  ioiue  and  the  public."  It  mu  n^tetat  to  tUi  nMlahon  that 
the  luiBw  of  Hi*  Majnty  had  bten  ptrlu^  atxidaiialli/  and  cerlaiiilf  very  impro- 
perly omitttd :  and  it  ma*  propoted  by  Mr.  Dntidai  to  amend  the  motitm  bf  ui- 
tertimg  imtead  of  the  toord*,  "  th{*  hmite  aad  the  pMie,"  thefottomug,  "  the 
crotm,theparliamaU.andthtpropk."  J*  thi»  amatdment  wot  merely  prope»td 
for  the  pnrpeie  q^pettUwif  out  tktfaclumt  tpiril  r^  liie  rwofiifuni,  it  wot  r«- 
jected  mtkmU  a  dinitvut .  3^i  lecond  rmoiution — "  Tial  the  late  c^umget  bt  Aw 
Majttty't  eouMciU  had  bee»  immedialtis  preceded  bg  dtmgermte  and  tmhereal  r»- 
porle,  that  Iht  taered  name  nf  the  king  had  been  nneonttitTttionaUy  need  to  i{ffiet 
the  deUberatioiu  qf  parliament;  and  that  the  appoinlmtnls  made  mere  aeatm- 
panied  bg  cireumttancet  nev  and  txtraordinary,  and  ineh  at  did  not  eoneiiiale  or 
engage  the  eot\fidenee  of  that  honae.''  The  fact  prineipallg  intitted  npon  ae  the 
gfonnd  iff  thie  n»oliilion  aae,  the  mmonr  rttpeeting  the  eommnnieation  from  lie 
Ung  to  eeneral  petre,  tonehing  the  India  bill,  Ihrmgh  Earl  Temple.  In  an»Ker 
to  thotevho  rtquired  tome  farther  proof  of  thie  traneaetion,  it  tDO*  rtmarbid, 
that  the  fact  tcould  only  be  knoton  to  three  partiei, — to  the  petrl  to  wAom  the 
conuntmicatien  tool  made, — to  the  great  pereonagtfrom  whom  it  eame, — and  to  tie 
noble  earl  who  conveyed  it.  liat  it  mu  not  to  be  tuppottd  thejatt  thonid  eome 
volnulttrily  forvard  to  divulge  what  might  be  eoaeidered  at  a  confidential  eonvtr- 
eation  mth  the  certainty  of  incurring  tie  eeverut  diipleaiure  iff  the  court.  7%at 
if  it  vertfaUe,  it  might  rtaionably  ime  been  ttpected  that  tit  miniMlere  lien  m 
i^ffice  would  have  rtceivrd  authority  from  Hi*  Majttty  to  contradict  a  report  to 
tiyarioiw  to  the  honour  (if  the  crown ;  but  at  all  event*,  thid  the  noble  earl  wa* 
bound,  when  he  heard  that  the  hovee  wa*  proceeding  upon  Ihoee  report*  to  cowte 
forward  and  clear  himteff.  Another  fact  wa»  related  to  the  Committee  by  Oen. 
Ro**,  which  though  denied  by  a  near  relation  (/  the  party  in  the  henee,  and  never 
eubetantiated  to  fuOg  a*  to  ground  any  further  proceeding!  thereon,  yet  appeared 
to  hace  great  weight  in  the  delerminationi  tff  tie  member*.  7Ae  matter  wa*,  that 
a  few  day*  brfort,  one  iff  the  lord*  of  HiiMajetty'tbed-eiiaiAer,  whom  heqfttr- 
wardi  named  to  be  the  Earl  nf  OaUoway,  had  deeired  to  tee  him  at  He  hon*e, 
where  he  told  iim  that  \f  he  voted  againti  the  mv  atbnini*tration  that  day,  ie 
would  be  eoneidered  a*  an  nmjr  (o  Ih*  Int^. 

Ms.  SuEsiDAN  said,  he  thought  it  right  to  Inform  the  honour- 
able general  that  he  ought  not  to  mention  the  name  of  the  noble 
lord  in  a  committee ;  he  could  only  do  it  in  the  house.  Mr, 
Sheridan  declared,  he  by  no  means  approved  of  thoae  who  bad 
been  adverse  to  every  thing  fair  and  reasonable,  all  of  a  suddeo 
turning  short,  and  affecting  great  earnestness  to  promote  inquiry. 
With  regard  to  the  motion,  he  said  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 
Why  did  not  the  noble  earl,  who  had  been  so  often  alluded  to  of 
late,  come  fairly  within  the  bar,  as  other  noble  lords  bad  dcMie 
at  different  periods  oi  our  history  before  him,  and  fulfil  the  pro- 


1784.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.    B.    SHERIDAN.  65 

mise  given  to  that  bouse  by  an  honourable  gentlemen,  (his  rela- 
tion) a  few  weeks  since ;  when  it  had  been  declared,  that  he  had 
given  back  the  seals  he  had  received,  into  His  MajeBty''s  hands, 
and  returned  to  a  private  station,  in  order  to  make  himself  com- 
pletely amenable  to  any  inquiries  into  his  conduct  that  bouse 
might  think  proper  to  institute  ?  The  noble  earl  might  in  that 
situatim  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  clearing  his  character,  by 
answering  to  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  him  on  the 
veracity  of  a  gentleman ; — he  would  not  say  on  the  honour  of  a 
nobleman,  because  he  might  then  be  suspected  of  meaning  to 
utter  a  satire  on  the  peerage. 

•iftrr  a  loarm  debate  on  the  latter  motitm,  in  vhieh  Ihewtotl pointed  permmaii- 
liet  mm  coif  and  retorltd  from  both  lidei  of  the  houee,  at  eeeen  in  the  monung 
tkt  atmmiltet  dimdtd. — For  the  Motion  IW ;  agaiiut  it  St. 
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71^  retolution  nAich  patted  on  the  12lh  ofjaiuvay,  would  probably  at  am/ 
other  period,  hme  operated  direetlf  agahut  the  matitlry ;  but  the  elake  aat  too 
deep  to  be  hattily  thrown  awoj/ ;  aad  an  attempt  wot  therefore  made  to  evade  the 
eonteqnencet  of  that  vote,  by  eoniidering  it  at  too  generally  worded  to  cmmy  any 
direct  eenture  on  the  menbert  of  the  preteni  adminitlration.  In  order  therrfore 
to  bring  thit  point  to  a  more  direct  ittne,  thefoUmning  reaolntio*  wat  nu>t>rd  tjr 
Lord  CharUt  Spenetr  tit  the  Cominittee  on  the  ttate  of  the  nation. — "  7%a(  it 
honing  hetn  declared  to  be  the  opinion  of  thit  home,  that  ui  the  pretent  titualion 
<lf  Hit  Majeity't  doaanione,  it  i*  peculiarly  necettary  there  ihould  be  nit  admi- 
nitlration fidt  hat  the  cotifidenee  of  thit  honte  and  of  the  public ;  and  that  the 
appointmentt  of  Hit  Majeity't  pretent  nUnittrrt  were  accompanied  by  eir- 
eumMlanfe*  new  and  extraordinary ;  and  ench  at  do  not  conciliate  or  engage  the 
confidence  of  thit  honte :  the  eontinmanee  of  the  pretent  minittcrt  in  tnutt  of  the 
highett  importance  and  retpontibility,  it  contrary  to  conttitulion^  prineiplet,  and 
injnrima  to  the  interetit  i^f  Hit  Majetly  and  hit  people. 

Mb.  Sheridan  very  ably  supported  the  motion ;  and  re- 
minded Mr.  Powys  of  his  having  used  this  quotation  from  Shake- 
speare, the  day  or  two  before  Lord  North  retired  two  years 
ago: 

, the  time*  li«Te  been 

Tbat,  when  the  bnins  were  out,  the  mac  wonld  die 
And  tbere  ao  end ; 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  souls  of  the  present  ministry  were  de- 
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parted;    but  their  bodies,  like  empty  forms,  still  kept  thdr 

places :  to  them  he  might  say — 

the  tim«  have  been 

That,  when  the  braios  were  out,  the  man  would  die. 
And  there  an  end:  but  now  they  riic  again 
With  twenty  mortal  mnrdera  on  their  crowns. 
And  ptiah  OS  from  onr  atoolt ; < 

threateniDg  the  house  wjth  fifty  deaths  or  dissolutions. 

neehairmim  htmng  put  Ibt  quettio*,  and  the  cimi»iUee  divided ;  Oftt  ffor 

Itereaolii/fmj  205,- aoea  184;  majorityil. 


Jandary  23. 

ITie  rejteliimo/  Mr.  Pitl'i  In^a  Mil,  ahieh  loot platt  thitdajf,  ua»  gateroBg 
conndtrtd  at  Iht  concluding  act  of  lite  presenl  hoHie  ef  commoiu.  Ai  loon  at 
the  tjininon  mu  over,  the  vunuter  aai  deiired  to  give  the  home  lome  talitfaction 
retptcling  a  mature  in  which  they  vert  to  nearly  concerned;  and,  on  hit  re~ 
mainittg  tiUnt,  a  load  and  general  call  aai  repeated  fiom  every  part  of  the 
hoitte.  At  length  tome  harth  etpreitiont  lued  hy  General  Comeat/,  relative  to 
hit  eondaet,  obliged  him  to  rite ;  tut,  after  tome  warm  remmulraneei  on  the 
treatment  he  had  received,  he  concluded  icith  aflat  r^utid  to  anetuer  to  the  in- 
terrogatoriet  that  were  put  to  him.  Several  of  the  metnberi  who  vtuaily  voted 
uiith  him,  now  joined  in  (he  general  requett,  but  in  vain. 

Ma.  Shukidan  observed,  that  since  the  miaister  appeared  to 
persist  in  a  sort  of  obstinate  and  suUen  silence,  it  became  the 
house  to  advert  to  one  very  material  consideration ;  and  that  was 
that  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  should  be  restricted  from 
showing  any  degree  of  partiality  to  those  who  were  with  or 
against  the  treasury,  in  issuing  the  writs  which  would  he  neces- 
sary in  case  of  a  dissolution  of  parliament.  He  would  therefore 
move,  that  Harry  Howard,  Esq.  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown,  or 
his  substitute,  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  house  this  day.  He  said 
this,  because  in  fact  he  knew  not  what  other  day  to  mention. 

Mr.  Sheridan'i  motion  wot  put  and  carried. 

Mr,  Eden  wat  rocd  preparing  to  move  a  retolution,  thepurport  of  which  tpat, 
that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  mat  diere^ectful  to  Hit  Majetty  and  to  the  hotuc 
when  Mr.  Fox  rote  and  obttrved,  that  perhapi  Mr.  Pitt  imagined,  beeaute  ht 
had  huulted  the  houte  to  far,  he  might  intuit  it  ttill  farther.  Hewae,  however, 
aeerte  from  taking  aitg  rath  or  improper  advantage  tff  him.  He  would  there- 
fore allow  him  to  think  of  hit  tiluationfor  tome  time  ;  and  it  bang  too  o'eloek, 
would  move  to  adjourn  to  next  day  at  twelve,  at  which  time  he  hoped  meatvret 
might  be  taken  to  irradiate  the  honour  and  attert  the  pririlege  tf  the  houte— 
Adjourned. 
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CENSURB    ON  MINISTEES. 

Mr.  Shtridankad  moved  for  the  attenianct  (on  Ikii  dag)  of  lomt  ofikeagt- 
etn  belonging  U>  Vie  ligntt  office,  in  order  that  tome  reiolulioru  might  be  taken 
for  the  better  preventutg  the  itruingofarilt  in  nek  a  marmer  al  leontd  give  eome 
eanditialet  apr^erence  over  other:  Tkit  motion  una  agreed  to  ;  and  the  temper 
Iff  the  kotue  teemed  to  be  mek,  that  any  reiiAutian  lending  to  throw  a  difficulty 
M  the  wag  of  a  dittidtition  aroutd  have  been  carried  hy  a  great  majority. 

(M  the  2d  of  February  a  retoltdion  had  been  moved  iy  Mr,  Coke,  tehich  had 
for  itt  object  the  reprekentUm  of  Mr.  Pitt't  rrftual  to  rengn,  declaring'"  that 
ike  eoxtoHHUict  of  the  pretenl  minittert  in  office  aat  an  abtlacle  to  the  forming 
a  firm,  efficient,  extended,  and  vniitd  adminittration."  Thit  uat  carried  by  a 
majority  of\S  ;  and  on  the  foUoiemg  day  Mr.  Coke  moved  that  the  retoliUion 
tkotUd  be  laid  before  Hit  Migettj.     Lord  Mulgrave  aarmU/  oppoted  the  molioit- 

Mb.  Sheridan  said,  the  noble  lord  had  laid  down  a  principle 
mne  days  ago,  which  prerented  him  from  being  surprised  at 
any  thing  the  noble  lord  should  advance.  He  stated,  that  in 
the  appointment  of  ministers,  the  crown  ought  not  to  consider 
beforehand  whether  they  ^ould  be  able  to  obtain  the  support 
of  the  house  of  ctHnmoos.  It  has  frequently  been  said,  that 
when  there  was  a  good  understanding  between  the  ministers  of 
the  crown  and  the  house  of  commons,  there  was  ground  for 
apprehending  that  they  were  under  the  influence  of  corruption ; 
but  at  present  the  noble  lord  might  rejoice,  for  there  was  not 
now  the  least  room  for  apprebeoding  that  the  house  was  in 
danger  of  being  corrupted  by  keeping  up  too  good  an  under, 
standing  with  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  who  were  now  at 
opoi  variance  with  the  bouse.  If  the  ministers,  and  the  house 
of  commons  were  closely  united,  the  noble  lord  miglit  possibly 
call  their  union  adultery ;  but  when  the  ministers  and  the  house 
of  lords  were  united  in  Uie  same  bands,  his  lordship  would  pro. 
bably  call  that  union  a  legal  marriage.  As  to  what  the  noble 
lord  bad  quoted  about  Lord  Somers,  it  was  not  at  all  applicable 
to  the  present  case ;  for  Lord  Somers,  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  stood  upon  very  different  ground  from  that  of  the  present 
ministers :  there  was  an  impeachment  in  one  case,  and  none  in 
the  other.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  His 
Majesty's  councils  had  on  a  former  day  said,  that  he  stood  firm 
in  the  fortress  of  the  constitution ;  but  could  any  fortress  be 
called  the  fortress  of  the  constitution,  which  was  not  garrisoned 
»  2  >ylc 
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hy  the  house  of  commoDs  P  They  were  the  natural  defenders  of 
the  fort.  There  might  possibly  be  indeed  a  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  fort,  who,  though  he  did  not  mix  in  the  battle,  was  not 
less  the  commander,  though  his  orders  were  not  puhlicly  de- 
livered. The  house  of  commons  ought  to  inspect  the  works, 
and  see  that  no  sap  was  carrying  on  which  might  dismantle  it- 
The  present  ministers  were  labouring  to  erect  a  fabric,  that 
might  shield  them  against  every  attack ;  but  they  were  erecting 
it  on  ground  that  was  already  uudermined ;  and  however  strong 
the  pillars  might  he — however  solid  and  firm  the  buttresses— 
however  well  turned  the  arches ;  yet  as  the  foundation  must  be 
weak,  when  the  ground  was  undermined,  not  only  the  building 
could  not  stand,  but  the  very  weight  of  it  would  precipitate  its 
fall.  Secret  influence  was  what  undermined  the  whole; — it 
constituted  a  fourth  estate  in  the  constitution;  for  it  did  not 
belong  to  the  king,  it  did  not  belong  to  the  lords,  it  did  not  be- 
long to  the  commons.  The  lordu  disclaimed  it,  and  the  com- 
mons found  themselves  thwarted  by  it  in  all  their  operations. 
An  honourable  member  had  asked  if  the  coalition  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  with  the  noble  lord  had  not  lessened  the 
confidence  of  his  friends  in  the  former. — He  would  endeavour 
to  give  BS  satisfactory  an  answer  as  he  could  to  this  question. 
When  the  idea  of  a  coalition  with  the  noble  lord  was  first  started, 
he  confessed  that  he  had  advised  his  right  honourable  friend  not 
to  accept  of  it ;  and  his  reason  was  this : — his  right  honourable 
friend  had  great  popularity,  wbich  he  might  lose  by  a  coalition ; 
respectable  friends,  whom  he  might  disgust ;  and  prejudices  of 
the  strongest  nature  to  combat.  He  made  do  doubt  hut  similar 
objections  occurred  to  the  friends  of  the  noble  lord ;  and  thftt 
they  were  urged  to  him,  in  order  to  dissuade  him  from  coalescing 
with  his  right  honourable  friend.  Mutual  diffidence  between 
men  long  accustomed  to  oppose  one  another,  might  naturally  be 
expected.  The  prejudices  of  the  public  all  concurred  to  pre- 
vent this  coalition.  The  middling  classes  of  people,  for  whom 
be  had  the  highest  respect,  and  to  whom  the  house  of  commons 
must  look  for  support  in  every  emergency,  sooner  than  to  the 
great,  were  not  certainly  tlie  best  qualified  to  judge  of  nice  and 
refined  points  of  politics.  Accustomed  to  judge  of  measures  by 
m«i,  be  apprehended  that  they  would  give  themselves  no  time 
e  the  principles,  motives,  and  grounds  of  a  coalition : 
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but  condemn  it  on  its  first  appearance,  merely  because  it  was 
composed  of  men  who  had  long  been  political  enemies.  On  these 
grounds,  full  of  apprehension  for  the  character  of  his  right 
honourable  friend,  he  most  certainly  gave  him  his  advice  against 
a  coalition.  But  when  the  necessities  of  the  times  at  last  pointed 
it  out  as  the  only  means  of  salvation  to  this  country ;  when,  from 
the  opportunities  he  had  had  of  seeing  the  noble  lord  and  his 
friends,  and  proving  the  honour,  fairness,  opetmesa,  and  steadi- 
ness  of  their  conduct,  not  only  he  did  not  condemn  the  coalition, 
but  he  rejoiced  that  it  had  taken  place  in  spite  of  even  his  own 
advice ;  diffidence  soon  gave  way  to  the  most  perfect  reliance  on 
the  honour  of  the  noble  lord,  and  on  that  of  his  friends ;  and 
their  steady  adherence  to  those  principles  which  had  been  laid 
down  as  the  basis  of  the  coalition.  It  was  unnecessary,  there- 
fore, after  saying  this,  that  he  should  tell  the  house  his  con< 
fidence  in  his  right  honourable  friend  had  not  felt  the  smallest 
diminution.  Fully  acquainted  with  his  character,  he  knew  that 
he  looked  down  with  indifference,  if  not  with  contempt,  on 
riches,  places,  and  dignities,  as  things  by  no  means  necessary  to 
his  happiness.  It  was  his  right  honourable  friend^s  ambition  to 
deserve  and  preserve  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  friends ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  he  *would  sacrifice  neither,  fo^  all  that 
place  and  emolument  could  bestow  upon  him.  Having  said  so 
much  in  defence  of  the  coalition,  be  could  not  help  expressing  his 
surprise  that  he  heard  so  much  about  it  from  the  other  side  of 
the  house;  and  the  more  he  looked  at  the  treasury  bench,the  more 
his  astonishment  grew  upon  him ; — for  there  the  gentlemen  who 
were  actually  sitting  upon  it,  were  divided  into  parts ;  each  of 
whom  was  composed  of  a  member  who  had  supported  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  riband,  and  of  another  who  had  opposed  him. 
Those  gentlemen,  speaking  to  each  other,  might  thus  address 
each  other :  one  might  say,  "  I  supported  Lord  North  through 
the  whole  of  his  administration,  but  left  him  at  last,  when  I 
found  he  had  formed  a  coalition  with  that  abominable  man 
Charles  Fox."  The  other  might  reply,  "  And  I  joined  Mr.  Fox 
for  many  years  in  his  opposition  to  government ;  till  at  last  I 
found  it  necessary  to  abandon  him,  when  he  disgraced  himself 
by  a  coalition  with  that  abominable  man  Lord  North."  If  the 
state  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  funds,  should  become  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  that  house,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
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treasury  bench  may  very  probably  say,  "  It  was  the  cursed 
American  war  of  Ijord  North  that  brought  this  ruin  upon  our 
funds ;" — this  would  iastantly  call  up  his  friend  on  the  same 
bench;  who  would  immediately  reply,  "No; — the  American 
war  was  a  just  and  constitutional  war ;  it  was  the  appodtioa 
given  to  it  by  the  rebel-en courager  Charles  Fox,  who  caused  the 
failure  of  it;  and  this  brought  ruin  on  the  country."  Thus  a 
treasury,  formed  on  anti-coalition  principles,  was  itself  a  chain 
of  coalitions.  The  grand  coalition,  which  was  the  butt  of  every 
man*s  invective,  bad  begot  other  coalitions;  but  there  was  this 
difference  between  the  parent  and  the  offspring ;  that,  with  the 
former,  all  was  barmoDy,  concord,  and  uni<m ;  while  the  latter 
retained  the  heterogeneous  principles  of  their  original  oppodtioa, 
which  made  them  still  a  prey  to  discord  and  confusion.  An 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  the  majority  in  the  coaliticm 
was  formed  of  persons  who  represented  the  rotten  treasury 
boroughs ;  and  who  were  brought  in  by  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  riband,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  But  that 
reproach  was  ill  founded ;— for  the  coalition  had  been  purged  of 
such  members ;  some  of  whom  having  spumed  the  hand  that 
made  theni,  and  turned  their  bacla  on  their  friend  and  bene- 
factor, had  found  a  happy  asylum  in  the  bosom  of  the  adminis* 
tration.  From  this  subject  turning  to  another,  Mr.  Sheridan 
observed,  that  if  it  was  improper  to  interfere  by  any  means  with 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  the  bouse  was  to  blame  for 
having  agreed  to  the  resolution  which  passed  yesterday  unani- 
mously ;  which  stated  that  a  firm,  efficient,  extended,  and  united 
administration  was  necessary  in  the  present  state  of  affairs.  For 
supposing  such  on  administration  was  now  formed,  what  might 
not  the  advocates  for  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  infer  from  it  ? 
That  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  or  more  unconstitutional 
than  such  an  administration ;  for  being  composed  of  all  the 
heads  of  parties  in  both  houses,  they  would  of  course  be  sup- 
ported by  majorities  in  both ;  and  then  the  King  would  have 
forced  upon  him  an  admioistratioD  which  he  could  not  dismiss. 

7%e  Solicilor- General  aceuttd  a  member  ofkavrng  tome  fea  dagi  ago  need 
hank  and  indecent  language  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  ahieh  might  jutttfg  retaliation, 

Mr.SHEEiDAN  said,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  stating 
that  harsh  and  indecent  words  had  been  used  by  him,  some  time 
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ago,  to  the  right  htmourable  gmtlemaii,  meant  any  allusion  to 
any  thing  that  had  fallen  from  him,  he  wished  he  had  quoted 
his  words; — the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  convenient,  if  not 
an  accurate  memory.  What  he  said  in  allusion  to  the  great 
Duke  of  Buckingham  was,  that  those  persons  who  owed  th^ 
]m>motion  to  the  p^wmal  favours  of  the  crown,  and  stood  oa 
the  principle  of  favoritism,  were  minions  of  the  crown.  The 
right  honourahle  gentleman  appearing  to  him  to  stand  on  that 
principle,  he  had,  in  very  proper  parliamentary  language, 
called  him  one  of  the  minions  of  the  crown. 

Tkt  SoUcitor-Qenerat  laid  he  did  not  allude  to  Mr.  Shtridan,  bui  to  aaotier 
mtmber.     On  a  dhition  tUre  appeared  for  tkt  motion2\\;  agamilU  l%7  ; 


MB.  POWT&  S  HOTIOH,  THAT  IHK  ZING  WILL  COMPLY  WITH  THE 
WISHES  OF  HIS    COMIfOMS.  . 

He  ChiHKeOor  of  the  Exchequer  hamng  informed  the  houie,  on  the  18th,  that 
Hi*  Mtgetty  had  not  thought  proper  to  ditmiet  hie  minitleri,  and  that  hit  mtntr- 
teri  had  not  reiigned,  Mr.  Poayi  thii  day  moved  an  addreu  to  expreu  "  the 
rtlianee  cf  the  hoaee  on  Hit  Majetty't  royal  aitdom,  that  he  teovid  laie  ttieh 
wieataree  a*  mighl  lend  to  give  effect  to  the  leitha  of  hit  faithful  commont,  tehieh 
had  been  already  oiott  humbly  preirnled  to  Hit  li/yuly." 

Mr,  Sheridati  narmlg  tupporttd  the  motion;  and  the  addreit  teat  carried  by 
a  majoritt/  of  21. 


Fkbbuart  36. 


On  tlut  day  it  oat  moved  by  Lord  Beanchaiup,  tmdteconded  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
that  the  hmue,  at  ilt  riting,  thoutd  a^oum  to  the  27th,  in  order  thai  their  pro- 
eeedingt  thould  be  contidered  uithpeculiar  deliberation  and  temper. — The  quet- 
tion  being  put,  it  wat  carried  unanimoutly. 


Fbbbvart  37- 
The  anewer  of  Hit  M^jetty  aat  thi*  day  reported,  in  which,  <^ler  atruring  the 
honte  of  hit  eameit  detire  to  put  an  end  to  the  diviiiont  and  dittraetiont  of  the 
emmtrg ;  he  declared  thai  he  could  not  tee  il  wOTild  in  any  degree  be  advanced 
by  the  ditmittion  of  Ihote  at  pretent  in  hit  tervice,  ^c, — Lord  Beauehamp  moved, 
that  the  anener  thould  be  taken  into  contideration  on  the  itt  of  March  ;  and  on 
adhition  the  numberi  mere,  ayes  175,  noe«  IC8.^/n  the  courte  of  the  debate  the 
mimtteriai  tid*  of  the  haute  having  animadverted  very  varmly  on  the  former 
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Mk.  Sheridan  said,  that  the  late  adjournment  hod  not  been 

proposed  without    the  knowledge  of  a  worthy  alderman  of  the 

city  of  London,  Mr.  Alderman  Townshend,  much  in  the  interest 

and   confidence  of  the  present  minister ;   and  that  gentleman, 

.   on  being  asked,  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  adjournment. 

On  the  Irt  of  March  a  itctmd  addreti  taat  made  to  Hit  Majetty  to  dindtt 
JUtntinutert.— The  reply  of  the  Kit^,iimlar  to  the  former,  tBiutaieninlo  cori' 
ddtratUm  on  the  Sth  ;  and  a  further  reprfeniaiion  made  to  Hie  Miyettt/,  which 
teat  equaUy  untuceeirfuL —  On  the  2\th  Parliament  wot  prorogued,  and  the  dag 
foUowing  diuoliied  h/  proclamation. 


FABTUER  COHSIDEBATION  OF  THE  WESTMINSTEB  ELECTION. 
At  the  late  general  election.  Lord  Hood,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Sir  Cecil  Wrag  effered 
themiehe*  m  eandidalet  to  repretent  the  eily  of  Weitminiter  in  Parliament. 
Thefirtl  of  thete  gentlemen  lea*  elected  bg  a  verg  large  minority.  The  itruggle 
belieeen  the  two  lait  oat  long  and  obitinate.  After  continuing  the  conteilfor 
upmarde  of  nt  aeeki,  it  teat  Jinaiig  concluded  the  I  "Jth  of  Mag,  1 784,  leaning  a 
majority  of  23S  votert  in  favour  cf  Mr.  Fox,  The  high  bailiff,at  the  requitition 
of  Sir  C.  Wrag,  granted  a  icrutiny  into  the  poll  he  had  taken  on  the  day  it  doted, 
and  ahich  aat  the  dag  previotu  to  the  return  of  hit  writ,  mt  mod*  ofpro- 
eeeding  teat  formally  proteited  againil,  on  the  spot,  by  Mr.  F^,  and  alto  by 
atilfral  of  the  clectort.  Itatnediatfly  on  the  meeting  of  the  neu  parliament,  the 
conduct  of  the  high  bailiff  >'>  gf  anting  the  tcmtiny  under  the  circumtlancet  alum 
mentioned,  oat  uiarmly  taken  up  by  the  oppotition,  and  as  loarmlg  d^ended  by  the 
minitter  and  hiifriendi.  After  the  lubject  had  been  debated,  at  well  by  eoitntii 
at  the  bar  qf  the  houee,  at  by  the  membert  themtelvet,  in  eeery  ihapt,  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  high  bailiff  wat  jutlffied ;  and  it  wat  retoked,  bg  a  very  eontiderable 
majority ,  or  the  motion  of  Lord  Mulgrave,  that  the  high  bail^ thould proceed  m 
the  tcrutiny. 

Mb.  Siiebtdan  said,  he  hoped  the  house  was  not  unreason- 
able enough  to  expect  him  to  reply  to  the  reasoning  or  argument 
of  the  speech  they  had  just  heard  (Mr.  Pitt's) ;  in  which,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  he  defied  the  most  discerning  man 
in  that  auditory,  to  discover  one  syllable  of  argument  or  reason. 
If  government  could  be  vindicated  by  an  avowal  of  its  inter- 
position on  the  Westminster  election,  it  was  certainly  vindicated. 
— If  the  high  bailiff  could  be  justified  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  right  honourable  friend's  giving  a  vote  upon  the  Middlesex 
election  in  I768  (at  a  time  of  life,  when  a  learned  gentleman 
over  the  way — the  Master  of  the  Rolls — tells  the  house,  that  his 
right  honourable   friend  was  disqualified  from   exercising  the 
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rights  of  a  membo'  of  parliaineat  by  minority)  the  high  bailiff 
is  certainly  justified. — If  the  impression  made  by  his  right  * 
hoDourable  Jiriend's  speech  could  be  effaced  by  hard  wordn,  and 
lofty  sounds,  its  effect  would  be  to  the  full  as  slight  and  trifling, 
even  as  the  effect  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  own 
speech. — If  severity  of  epithet,  if  redundancy  of  egotism,  if 
pmnp  <^  pao^yric  upon  admioistratioti,  could  refute  the  argu- 
ments of  the  most  convincing  speech  (Mr.  Fox's)  he  had  ever 
the  good  fortune  to  hear,  undoubtedly  it  was  very  completely 
refuted.  But.  if  the  oeople  of  England  looked  for  the  defence 
of  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  and  of  His  Majesty's  minis- 
ters (who  were  in  this  case  Eynonymous)  upon  principles  of 
law,  justice,  good  sense,  or  equity,  beyond  all  doubt  they  were 
disappointed.  He  said,  the  idea  that  no  harm  would  ensue 
from  establishing  the  precedent,  that  would  grow  out  of  the 
decision  of  the  house,  if  the  high  bailiff  were  ordered  to  con- 
tinue the  scrutiny,  was  the  weakest  he  had  ever  heard  sj^ggetXed. 
To  say,  that  the  high  bailiff's  reasms,  whenever  he  did  not 
obey  the  sheriff's  precept,  and.  punish  him,  if  he  did  not  assign 
very  good  reasons  for  his  conduct,  afforded  but  little  satisfac- 
tion. Was  it  to  be  supposed,  if  the  liigh  bailiff  was  advised 
by  the  friends  of  the  court  to  make  an  historical  return  while 
acting  without  doors,  and  f<dlowed  that  advice,  that  he  would 
not  find  friends  of  the  court  enough  within  doors  to  hold  him 
hartnlesa,  and  protect  him  from  punishment,  when  he  came  to 
the  bar  to  answer  for  what  he  had  done  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  com- 
plained of  Mr.  Pitt's  having  used  his  right  honourable  friend 
unhandsomely,  in  talking  of  a  candidate,  whose  political  con- 
duct and  principles  had  rendered  him  detestable  to  the  people. 
Such  language  might  be  allowed  in  the  mouth  of  a  new  member, 
just  come  from  his  constituents,  who  had  filled  his  ears  with 
expressions  of  that  gross  and  vulgar  nature ;  but  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  must  know  that  nothing  but 
the  heat  and  passion  of  the  times  could  excuse  such  phrases  being 
Dsed  by  any  gentleman,  it  surely  was  highly  unjustifiable. 
Besides,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  was  persuaded, 
was  not  sincere  in  his  words ;  he  must  have  both  a  personal  and 
apolitical  confidence  in  his  right  honourable  friend,  or  he  must 
either  be  insincere  in  what  he  had  said  then,  or  in  what  he  had 
said  on  a   former  occasion.     Let  the  house  recollect,  that  the 
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right  hoDour&ble  gentleman  had  courted  an  union  with  his 
right  honourable  friend  a  few  months  since,  and  bad  professed 
biraseir  extremely  desirous  of  effecting  such  a  juDction.  Mr. 
Sbetidao  said,  he  was  aware  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  put  bis  case  hypothetical!;  ;  but  he  had  done  it  so  point- 
edly, that  every  perwn  must  have  known  who  he  meant. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  this  observation : — '*  If  the 
high  bailiff  of  Westminster  were  of  another  complexion,  and 
valued  his  character  beyond  the  corrupt  indemnity  which  arose 
from  the  support  of  a  violent  government,  I  should  have  con- 
sidered his  ntuation  as  most  lamentable  and  wretched;  but, 
speaking  of  him  merely  as  he  is,  the  speech  of  the  right  honour- 
^le  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  a^ravates  his  conduct  in  a  tenfold 
de^rree;  as  it  shows  that  the  great  abilities  of  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  were  exerted  for  near  an  hour  and  a  half 
in  favour  of  the  high  bailiff;  and  that,  so  far  from  exculpating 
bim,  ajair  construction  of  ail  that  he  said,  absolutely  estab> 
lished  the  bailiff's  guilt.^ 


Juke  16. 
fabliahentabt  refobh. 

0»  ibit  day  Mr.  Btacbridge  novtd, "  That  a  Conmtttt  bt  appomttd  to  inqmrt 
Mo  ike  prtttnt  itatt  qf  the  rtpretatletiim  nf  tht  eommant  of  Great  Britaim  n 
pBTliaiKeitt." — Lord  Midyram  tmmed  Iht  prevUmt  qvettioa. 

Mr.  Shekisan  said,  so  far  from  his  thinking  what  had 
fallen  early  in  the  debate  from  the  young  member  (Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor),  who  had  spoken  last  but  one,  rendered  a  previous 
question  either  necessary  or  proper,  the  motion  of  his  hotiour- 
able  friend,  the  worthy  aldennau  (Sawbridge),  appeared  to 
him  to  be  exactly  adapted  to  the  situation  of  the  honourable 
member :  because  the  motion  was  not  a  motion  for  this  or  that 
particular  mode  of  refOTm,  but  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  representation. 
From  that  committee  the  honourable  gentleman  might  learn 
facts,  upon  a  knowledge  of  which  alone  be  could  form  an 
opinion,  and  make  up  his  mind;  he  hoped,  therefore,  the 
noble  lord  (Mulgrave)  would  not  persist  in  his  motion  for  the 
previous  question.  From  the  noble  lord's  well  known  candour, 
he  was  inclined  to  hope  he  would  withdraw  it ;  and  indeed  he 
had  another  reason  for  thinking  so,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
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be  a  very  forcible  on^  and  to  be  likely  to  operate  more  upon 
his  mind,  than  any  other  he  could  BUggent;  and  that  was,  a 
consideration  for  the  character  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Pitt.)  That  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  supported  the  modon  so  ably  and  so 
vigorously  in  the  courseNjf  the  debate,  that  he  was  himself 
perfectly  satisfied  and  convinced,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  notwithstanding  he  might  not,  in  his  own  private 
opinion,  think  that  the  best  moment  for  bringing  the  subject 
forward,  was  sincerely  a.  well-wisher  to  the  motion,  and  a  real 
friend  to  a  sober  and  temperate  parliamentary  leform.  What 
a  risk  then  would  the  noble  lord  put  his  right  honourable 
friend  to,  if,  by  moving  a  previous  question  at  that  late  hour  of 
the  night,  he  ,afrorded  the  public  room  for  suspicion,  that  such 
a  motion  was  made  collusively,  and  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  connivance?  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the 
noUe  lord  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Lord  Muigravt  haviitg  Dbiervtd,  "  that  ht  ditdained  the  miputaliim  of  raUv- 
tbm;  and  if  there  mu  a»ji  erimt  in  propoiinif  theprniautqueition.  Lord  North, 
who  d^femded  thai  motion,  wo*  hit  aeeonpUee  in  that  foul  crime." 

Ma.  Sheridan  rose  again  to  complain  of  Lord  Mulgrave^s 
having  talked  of  prophetic  misrepresentations  and  invidious  com- 
ments. No  part  of  what  had  fallen  from  him,  he  was  persuaded, 
justified  such  insinuations.  He  had  declared  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  the  sincerity  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  zeal  for  the 
principle  of  the  worthy  alderman's  motion  ;  and  had  deprecated 
the  consequences  that  might  follow  any  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's friends  moving  the  previous  question.  People  without 
doors,  who  were  not  perfectly  apprised  of  all  that  had  passed  in 
the  debate,  might  conceive,  that  it  was  a  trick  and  cfmnivance; 
and  that  the  previous  question  was  moved  with  t'ne  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman''s  consent  and  concurrence. — It  was  in  order 
to  avert  this  misconstruction,  that  he  had  exhorted  the  noble 
lord  to  act  candidly,  and  not  persist  in  his  motion  ;  and  he  had 
been  not  a  little  induced  to  press  the  withdrawing  of  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  noble  lord  from  the  right  honourable 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  having  himself  been  the  first  to 
declare,  that  disposing  of  the  motion  by  a  previous  question,  was 
cBstiog  a  slur  upon  the  very  important  topic  to  which  it  bore  so 
immediate  a  reference. 

The  queititm  being  put  the  houee  divided ;  ojfi  l99;nM(  135.  _, 
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June  21. 
report  from  the  comuitteg  ok  bucgglimo. 

On  Ihit  dag  Mr.  Pill  moved  mieral  molulioru  at  the  fovndatwm  qf  tht  act, 
tiner  knoum  by  iht  nam*  of  Ike  Comnnttation  Act ;  mid  from  which  theprimapal 
hauifit  txpwitd  uiu  the  mui  of  Iht  rmnggling  Iradt. 

Mr.  Shebidak  said,  tbe  credit  of  this  pl&n  was  neither  due 
to  the  noble  lord  nor  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  be 
must  well  know  himself ;  because  he  could  not  be  ignorant,  that 
Lord  John  Cavendish  had  it  in  his  intention  to  do  the  very  same 
thing  ;  nay,  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  asked  for  then, 
he  would  have  given  him  two  bills  ready  drawn  upon  tfae  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Sheridan  said  farther,  that  it  was  not  ingenuous 
in  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  assume  a  merit  which  he 
must  know  did  not  belong  to  him,  since  he  might  have  found 
traces  of  the  bills  alluded  to  in  office. 


June  28. 

Mr.  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  inform  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, Mr:  Pitt,  that  tbe  act  for  appointing  commissioners  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  public  accounts,  would  expire 
on  Saturday  se'nnight :  and  to  ask  him  if  he  intended  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  continuing  a  commission  from  which  so  much 
public  advantage  might  be  derived. 

Mr.  PUl  rrplitd  it  vat  hit  inttntion. 


RKSOLDTIOKS    OF     THE    COMMITTEE    OF    WATS    ASD     UEANS. — 
COAL    TAX. 
Sir  John  Wrottealfy  obterved,  ht  had  conr  iovm  detmaintd  to  take  the  *ea*e 
qf  the  hoHM  agaiiul  the  coal  lax. 

Mb.  Shebidam  earnestly  deprecated  the  honourable  baronet^s 
taking  the  sense  of  the  house  on  the  coal  tax  that  day.  He 
pointed  out  the  extreme  unfairness  of  opposing  any  tax  in  that 
stage.  How  could  the  honourable  baronet  know  whether  every 
possible  objection  might  not  be  cured  by  some  regulation  or 
other  contained  in  the  bill  P  How  did  he  know  that  Scotland 
might  not  be  wholly  exempt  from  the  tax  ?  (a  loud  laugh.)  It 
certainly,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  was  possible  ;  and  till  the  bill 
was  before  them,  no  man  bad  a  right  to  ccmtend  that  Scotland 
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would  not  be  exempted,  although  be  was  aware  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentlemaD  bad  said,  he  meant  to  extend  the  tax  to 
Scotland.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  if  bis  worthy  friend  did 
divide  the  bouse,  be  would  divide  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  against  him. 

Sn*  Johi  mthdrew  Au  intrnlum. 

HOLSKBS    OF   NAVY    BILLS. 

A»  offtriffgrtal  rxtenl  HodbeeH  Made  la  theholderi  of  tutng bitli,  uaderaMck 
Ihey  wtrt  to  rtetne  vkat  mu  dtteribed  to  be  an  equivaknl  in  ditcharge  of  their 
bOb.  Mr.  Eden  ttattd,  that  if  the  t^ffer  wot  accepted  by  the  holderi  of  recnt 
bilU  in  point  of  dole,  and  rejected  by  the  holder  of  the  oldeal  biU,  the  inference 
wonid  be,  that  thoee  who  hadaiaered  claim  from  eeniarily  to  btfirtt  paid,  would 
he  forcibly  pottponed  to  otheri;  and  in^irtd  whether  if  atig  lotithoald  remit  to 
ikem  t*  conee^nence,  or  any  inconvenience ,  they  wmid  not  be  entitled  to  May,  that 
ihty  are  *»fferingbg  the  falie  faith  of  the  pnbUtf  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply,  said,  he 
amid  not  admU  thai  the  offer  eonid  be  prodnetitit  nf  any  breech  ^  pnbUc  faith; 
it  woM  a  nbrtitnlion,  and  not  a  ptyment,  and  that  ereditort  who  ehote  to  »ta»d 
oat  would  have  it  in  their  power. 

Mr.  Shzsiuam  argued,  that  this  answer  was  not  aatisfactory  ; 
the  word  substitution  could  not  change  the  nature  of  the  thing ; 
if  the  offer  to  the  bill-holders  was  considered  as  a  payment  at 
par  by  the  holders  of  the  old  bills ;  it  followed,  that  a  preferable 
payment  was  made  to  those  who  had  confessedly  no  claim  to 
preference ;  be  placed  this  idea  in  several  points  of  view.  He 
added,  that  the  navy-bill  ^holders  would  be  more  disposed  to 
hold  out,  because  a  famous  speech  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne's, 
under  which  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  situa^ 
tioD  commenced,  bad  expressly  stated,  that  this  mode  of  pay- 
ment should  be  discontinued  as  ruinous.' 

TV  reiolatioM  were  ofterwardt  patted. 


July  1. 
bill  poa  thk  bettkr  govebnhext  of  imdia. 

Oh  thi*  day  Mr.  Pitt  Moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  above  bill. 

Mb.  Sueridan  requested  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  inform  him  if  an  idea  of  what  was  gone  abroad,  had  any 
foundation,  that  the  bill  for  preventing  of  smuggling,  by  com- 
mutation of  duties  on  tea,  was  to  be  abandoned  ;  as  the  delay 
of  introducing  it  seemed  to  countenance  the  report,  and  these 
people  who  viewed  many  parts  of  it  in  an  unfavourable  light, 
particularly  the  people  of  York,  were  inclined  to  suppose  thot 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  administration  ;  and  he  particularly 
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objected  to  that  principle  of  commutatton  which  burdened  the 
public  with  so  extensive  a  tax  as  that  on  windows ;  which  he 
would  recommend  to  be  laid  aside,  and  to  which  he  would  give 
every  opposition, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pill  replied,  that  the  bill  toet  by  no  mtaiu  to  be  abandimed; 
buf  he  hoped  the  honourtAle  gentlaaaa  wovld  make  tone  aUommeet  far  the 
Keighty  and  mmpliealed  bwinett  to  tehick  the  detail  of  Wett  India  regulatunia 
ntut  nfeeatorily  lubjecl  tnimalert :  the  experience  of  the  AoNouroile  genlUmam 
leho  bad  already  a  bill  prepared  for  that  purpote,  muii  give  Aim  a  readiaaa 
begoitd  men  toko  mntl  tceigh  the  matter  here. 

Some  team  aad  rather  iU-hnMOured  expretHotu  dropptd  bttwem  Mr,  Pitt 
mid  Mr,  Sheridan,  vlxn  the  honte  interfered,  and  put  a  $lop  to  the  eonotr- 


Jdly  13. 
KLECTIOK   WEIT8. 

Lord  Beaachaup  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regiilating  the  poaernf 
the  Speaker,  w  regard  to  the  lining  of  wiriti  for  the  election  <^  nembert  in  caret 
<lf  death  during  the  receaa  of  parliament.  7^  Attomeg-generot  toai  of  opinion, 
that  a  povxr  might  be  given  in  the  tame  bill  la  the  Speaker  to  iave  a  writ  in  ease 
qf  a  iracanrg,  occatiomd  during  the  receu,  by  a  mtmbtr'i  oeeepting  of  a  place. 

Mb.  Suebidan  wondered  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  feel  that  it  by  no  means  became  that  house  to  facilitate  its 
members  in  the  obtainment  of  places  under  the  crown,  Mr. 
Sheridan  said, -there  was  a  manifest  (lifierence  between  a  borougb 
remaining  unrepresented  a  short  time  during  the  recess  of  par- 
liament, and  its  continuing  unrepresented  while  the  parliament 
was  sitting.  Mr.  Sheridan  introduced  the  conduct  of  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Westminster,  and  the  case  of  the  Westminster  scru- 
tioyt  by  way  of  elucidating  bis  argument. 

IS*  motto*  WM  pat  and  carried. 


EAST    INDIA    BILL. 

Mr.  Pill  moved  that  the  bill  be  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Ma.  Sheridan  said  that  so  far  from  the  consent  of  the  com- 
pany actually  being  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt),  in  his  present  measure,  that  bethought  himself  authorised 
to  ask,  if  he  had  not  even  had  the  dissent  of  the  company  signi- 
fied to  him  ?  And  if  they  had  not  a  meeting  postponed  to 
Tuesday  frcnn  yesterday,  to  take  into  consideration  several  ob- 
jections which  they  expressed  to  have  to  the  present  bill.     . 
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EAST    INDIA    BILL. 

7V  order  of  ihe  day  fuming  ben  read  for  Ike  hotae  to  raohe  itself  into  a 
mttmittee,  in  order  to  procured  inJUling  up  the  MaiUci,  and  amending  the  ehnit* 
«f  the  EatI  India  hili, 

Mk.  Shbridam  rose  and  observed,  that  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr,  Pitt)  had  opened  the  sut^ect  of  the  present  bill, 
though  he  bad  stated  it  as  his  intention  to  combine  the  three  ob. 
jects  of  it  together,  and  put  them  all  in  one  bill ;  yet  he  had 
not  aignified  any  determination  tenaciously  to  adhere  to  that 
purpose,  but  had  given  the  house  to  understand,  that  if  it  should 
be  the  wish  of  any  number  of  gentlemen  to  have  them  separiited, 
that  he  should  have  no  objection.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that 
the  port  of  the  bill  that  went  to  the  institution  of  a  nev  judica- 
ture, was  of  BO  much  importance,  that  be  could  not  but  wish 
e^ttremely  that  it  was  separated  and  put  into  a  distinct  bill.  He 
reminded  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  had  himself  stated  his  ideas  upon 
that  part  of  the  bill,  as  by  no  means  settled,  and  confirmed  in  his 
own  mind  ;  but  had  rather  thrown  them  out  as  hints  of  what  he 
thought  might  be  done ;  and  had  called  upon  gentlemen,  in  a 
Terr  candid  way,  for  their  sentiments,  in  order  that,  by  their 
astdstance,  the  institution  of  a  new  tribunal  might  be  eo  modified 
and  guarded,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  objection.  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  emboldened  by  these  sentiments  of  the  right  honourable 
gentlemen,  he  now  rose  with  the  hopes  of  persuading  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  divide  his  bill  into  two  at  least,  by 
which  means  that  which  related  to  the  institution  of  the  new 
judicature  might  come  fairly  under  consideration,  and  receive 
that  distinct  degree  of  discussion,  which  the  very  great  import- 
ance of  it,  and  the  serious  effect  it  would  have  on  the  criminal 
jurisdiction  of  this  country,  well  entitled  it  to.  As  no  delay 
would  be  occasioned  by  this  division  of  the  bill,  and  as  every 
possible  purpose  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  propose 
to  himself)  from  going  on  with  the  whole  of  it  as  one  bill,  would 
be  effectually  answered,  be  trusted  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  such  a  proposition;  and  therefore  he  moved,  "  That  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  committee,  that  the  bill  be  divided  into  two 
biUs." 

Mr.  Pill,  HI  rtplg,  partlf  eotmnted  to  Mr.  Sheridan')  propotHitm;  but  in  a 
nftt«f«eiif  tpeech  retraeied,  on  Iht  ground  that  tincr  he  hadfirtt  tp«ke»,  h»  had 
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hanttd  from  th«  frimdt  around  him,   thai  Ihey  atrt  txIremeUi  mfrti  from 
aeetding  to  the  mtanare  t^f  dividing  the  biU  into  (wo. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
adhered  to  his  former  conceasion  ;  though  he  acknowledged  he 
was  BO  seldom  guilty  of  conceding  to  that  dde  of  the  house,  that 
he  had  feared  his  condescension  would  not  continue  till  the  ques- 
tion was  put.  With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman bad  said  relative  to  the  lords,  he  thought  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  paid  the  understanding  of  their  lordships  a  bad 
compliment ;  and  relied  less  than  lie  ought  upon  a  bouse  so  full 
of  his  friends.  If  he  was  afraid  of  their  not  either  comprehend- 
ing the  bill  if  it  went  up  in  parts,  or  receiving  it  cordially,  let  it 
go  up  in  any  shape  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  choose 
to  give  it.  As  to  the  subject  matters  of  the  bill  going  to  one 
object,  undoubtedly  it  did  so  ;  but  they  were  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  three  distinct  bills ;  and  as  not  an  hour  would  have 
been  lost  by  the  separation,  he  still  hoped  the  right  honourable 
gentieman  would  reconsider  what  might  be  termed  hia  recon- 
sideration ;  and  reconcede  what  he  had  just  retracted.  Had  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  remained  firm  to  his  concession,  it 
would  be  fiur  to  say  they  would  have  gained  a  point ;  because 
be  was  persuaded  many  who  approved  of  the  former  parts  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  bill,  did  not  approve  of  that  re- 
lative to  the  new  judicature ;  in  like  manner,  he  made  no  scruple 
to  acknowledge,  Uiat  many  who  were  most  partial  to  the  bill  that 
had  been  brought  in  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (who  was 
not  then  present),  before  Christmas,  had  their  doubts  as  to  the 
plan  that  he  had  in  contemplation,  with  regard  to  providing  a 
system  of  jurisdiction  applicable  to  the  trial  of  the  East  India 
delinquents.  If  the  bill  had  been  divided,  all  those  who  held 
diere  had  existed  no  peculation  in  India  i  that  it  was  the  scene 
of  purity  and  integrity  ;  that  no  oppression  had  been  practised ; 
no  tyranny  exercised  over  the  natives ;  that  rapine  was  unknown 
in  the  diflFerent  territories  we  had  acquired  in  the  neighbouring 
princes'  domains ;  and  that  out  of  five  hundred  persons  who  had 
gone  to  India,  only  thirty  had  returned  to  England,  and  all  of 
them  without  any  fortunes  at  all,  must  necessarily  have  voted 
against  the  tribunal  bill;  because  men  entertaining  and  avowing 
such  opinions,  would  surely  never  consent  to  subjecting  their 
friends  and  principles,  their  relations  and  employers,  to  so  severe, 
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and,  if  their  arguments  were  good,  bo  uDJust  a  tribunal.  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  would 
not  consent  to  divide  hiB  bill,  he  trusted  that  he  woiild  at  least 
consent  not  to  hurry  that  part  of  it  that  related  to  the  new  judi- 
cature, through  the  committee,  so  as  to  suffer  it  to  be  rendered 
tha  budnesfl  of  the  tail  of  a  day,  or  the  subject  of  debate  at  two 
or  three  o'clock  in  the  moming. 


July  20. 

ways  ano  heams. hob  sb  dbalebs. 

Ms.  Sheridan  rose,  and  observed,  that  the  proposition,  that 
horse-dealers  resident  in  the  borough  of  Southwark  should  pay 
ten  pounds  for  their  license,  appeared  to  him  extremely  liable  to 
evafflon.  Might  not  innkeepers  very  fairly  say,  they  were  dealers 
inhorsesP  andougbtnotthose  who  kept  a  great  number,  either  for 
use,  pleasure,  or  splendour,  take  out  a  license  as  horse-dealers, 
and  under  that,  shelter  themselves  from  the  payment  of  the  duty  ? 
Mr.  put  replied,  that  the  liceiue  teoi  to  be  fain  out  by  tho*«  on^  wAow 
aelMol  prtifution  U  aiu  to  buy  and  leU  horttt. 


KAST- INDIA    BILL. 


Mr.  Povjr*  taid,  thai  he  had  an  imuperabk  o^eetion,  not  mertly  to  tht 
wor^ng,  but  to  the  mry  prineiple  of  tha  elauie,  "  ohKging  allptrtraa,  on  their 
Tftam  from  India,  to  give  in  a  duplicate  of  their  fortmtet  upon  oath,"  if  he 
ttadertiood  it  right,  it  teent  thit  length ;  it  admtttd  the  oath  of  a  perion  to  be 
the  ground  t^f  Mt  oum  acquittal,  or  lehal  cam*  nrarlg  to  the  aame  thing,  it  made 
tht  oath  a  bar  to  o  protecution ;  for  if  a  man,  iowreer  guilty  nf  peculation, 
thrndd  make  oath  that  he  tnoi  not  varth  more  than  a  particular  turn,  thit  oath 
would  be  conclutive,  and  operate  ai  a  bar  to  my  proteeution.  TXtt  aould  be 
holding  ottt  impunitji  to  the  guUly,  and  coTueguentlii  tuch  a  clauit  aonld  difeat 
ilM  men  olgecl, 

Ms.  Shebidan  supported  the  objection  thrown  out  by  Mr, 
Powys  against  the  principle  of  the  clause.  The  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath  would,  he  feared,  sit  exceedingly  light  on  the 
conscience  of  a  peculator ;  nay,  as  it  was  impossible  that  a  ser- 
vant of  the  company  eould  have  amassed  an  inordinate  fortune 
by  peculation,  without  having  committed  perjury  in  so  doing, 
by  the  breach  of  official  oaths ;  so  it  was  very  natural  to  expect 
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that  he  would  very  readily  commit  a  secoad  perjury,  in  order  to 
cover  a  former ;  and  there  was  little  reason  to  hope,  that  con- 
Msience,  which  had  been  Beared  to  all  sense  of  religion,  duty,  and 
honour,  in  India,  should  recover  its  senfiibility  merely  by  a  change 
of  climate  on  a  passage  from  that  country  to  England. 

Mr.  DtatdoM  oUrrvtd,  "  thai  ihe  avergnnm  fortmitt  atrt  gmendbf  to  be  aem 
among  tht  ttrvault  qf  the  eoBtpamf,  although  thej  were  rettritled  frem  Iradimf ; 
tmd  thai  <u  la  the  real  trader,  however  rich  he  returned  to  to  eountry,  fce  womU 
reipeel,  cherith,  and  revere  hm." 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  made  no  doubt  but  the  rich  merchant 
would  be  respected,  cherished,  and  revered ;  what  treatment  he 
should  meet  with,  if  poor,  it  was  not  for  him  to  foresee  or  to  fore- 
tell. 

Oh  the  clatue  being  read  to  exempt  generaUg  from  the  neeettily  tf  giving  an 
inventory,  and  iKearing  to  the  truth  of  its  conlenli,  all  periom  aho  ihould  omtw 
fimn  India  beforeihe  lit  of  January,  17S7> 

Mr.  Sheridan  eaid,  this  clause  was  in  fact  an  indemnity  held 
out  to  all  peculators,'  and  a  warning  to  them  to  return  to  England 
before  the  first  day  of  the  year  ijffj,  as  the  means  by  which  they 
might  screen  themselveit  from  trial,  and  their  property  from  being 
taken  from  them,*as  a  punishment  for  the  illegal  methods  by 
which  it  might  have  been  acquired.  The  inventory  and  oath 
were  deemed  the  means  by  which  evidence  of  their  peculations 
was  to  be  procured ;  these  means,  therefore,  being  taken  away, 
impunity  of  course  would  ensue. 

The  dnuM  vMU  qftenoard*  agreed  to  without  a  dtvition. 

Tie  Chairman  next  read  the  daute  which  precludet  from  returning  to  India  ali 
pereon*  who  had  terved  in  that  country;  and  ^ftrr  their  return  to  England, 
iheuld  have  rrtidtd  here  or  eltewhere  in  Europe,  for  a  certain  tpact  of  time, 
unlet*  arinngjinm  ill  health. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said  this  would  greatly  injure  the  public  service, 
as  the  officers  of  the  king^s  army  and  navy  having  once  served  ta 
India,  could  not  return  to  it  if  this  clause  should  pass. 

I%e  amendment  km  qflenearde  pamed,  removing  Mr.  Shtridan't  objeetum,  by 
exempting  ting't  (fffieen. 

riBST  'CLAUSE  ON  THE  SDSJECT  OF  THB  NEW  JDDICATnSE  TO  BE 
INSTITOTED  UNDER   TBK    AUTKORITY  OV  THE  BILL. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  suggested,  certainly  went  a  considerable  way  towards 
removing  the  objections  that  he  had  entertained  against  the  court 
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of  judicature,  which  the  printed  bill  held  forth,  astbetribunal 
which  was  to  be  iDstitut«d ;  it  was,  however,  impossible  for  him, 
on  the  first  hearing  of  alterations  so  various  and  so  material,  to 
say  how  far  they  were  all  of  them  improvementB  or  not ;  but  as 
the  report  of  the  bill,  when  it  came  out  of  the  committee,  was  to 
be  printed,  with  the  amendments,  he  should  then  be  the  better 
aUe  to  judge,  and  to  give  his  opinion  upon  the  subject  ot  the 
new  tribunal  as  it  would  then  stand. 

J%t  ebuiM  tPM  agrt*d  to  vilhout  a  divuion. 


AHREAK    OF   THE    CIVIL    LIST. 
Mr.  Pitt  (foM,  Ikat  thtrt  had  bem  on  ncen  •>  tvery  oae  qf  tht  tkitt  qtar- 
ten  tXt  tote  admniitraiwt  had  btem  in  ^gler- 

Ma.  Shebidan  went  into  a  copious  discussion  of  the  account. 
He  said,  the  imputation  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  thrown  on  the  late 
administration,  be  would  undertake  most  unequivocally  to  refute. 
The  first  quarter,  in  which  his  right  honourable  friend  was  in 
office,  the  dvil  list  incurred  no  arrear.  He  assigned  reasons  why 
there  bad  beeo  an  excess  in  the  other  quarters ;  and,  after  a 
variety  of  arithmetical  statements  and  references,  he  contended, 
that  he  had  clearly  shown  that  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
not  been  to  blame ;  for  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  know 
ot  demands  that  were  to  come  upon  the  civil  list,  after  the  quar- 
ter's accounts  were  respectively  made  up,  because  many  of  those 
demands  came  from  abroad,  and  some  of  them  from  so  distant  a 
quarter  as  the  East  Indies.  Having  amply  dilated  on  those 
points,  he  took  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  present  application, 
and  read  the  following  extract  from  His  Majesty's  speech  to  his 
parliament,  during  Lord  Shelbume's  administration :  — 

"  I  have  carried  into  strict  execution  the  several  reductions  in 
my  civil  list  expenses,  directed  by  an  act  of  the  last  session.  *I 
have  introduced  a  farther  reform  into  other  departments,*  and 
suppressed  several  sinecure  places  in  Uiem.  1  have  by  this  means 
so  reguUted  my  establishment,  that  my  expenses  shall  not  in 
future  exceed  my  income."  • 

He  observed  upon  this,  that  it  was  a  promise  made  to  par- 
liament, while  an  administration  was  in  ofSce,  of  which  the 
right  boDouraMe  gentleman  made  a  part ;  and  that,  therefore, 
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the  house  had  some  sort  of  right  to  expect,  that  while  be  was  in 
office,  at  least,  the  promise  would  be  kept.  The  fact,  however, 
he  said,  was,  that  it  was  impossible  to  conBae  the  civil  list  within 
the  sum  allowed  for  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had, 
therefore,  acted  prudently  and  candidly,  in  declaring,  that  he 
would  not  pledge  himself  that  no  future  debt  should  arise. 
After  the  sum  now  asked  was  voted,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man must  come  down  again  next  session  and  do  one  of  th^ 
two  thing!; :  he  must  either  call  upon  parliament  to  grant  a 
larger  annuity,  or  propose  a  reduction  of  the  establishments. 
Whether  the  eetabUshments  could  be  reduced  was  a  question 
about  which  there  might  be  some  doubts ;  but  he  should  have 
thought  it  would  have  been  more  advisable  for  the  right 
honourable  gentl^nan  to  have  stated  the  whole  case  to  the  house ; 
and  to  have  asked,  at  once,  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  answer  every 
probable  demand,  not  only  of  the  present  debt,  but  every  debt 
that  might  in  future  be  incurred,  if  a  larger  sum  was  not  voted 
for  the  civil  list,  or  if  the  establishments  were  not  reduced. 
Mr.  Sheridan  gave  Mr.  Pitt  credit  for  a  due  attention  to  eco- 
nomy ;  and  said,  it  was  very  true  some  of  the  incidents  that 
made  up  the  article  of  occasional  payments  in  the  quarter 
ending  April  5,  I'/Si,  would  not  again  happen  ;  and,  as  to  the 
expense  attending  a  change  of  administration,  that  he  was  per- 
suaded the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  sincere  in  wishing  it 
might  not  very  soon  be  incurred.  He  contended  farther,  that 
the  present  application  was  a  virtual  repeal  of  Mr.  Burke's 
bill ;  and,  therefore,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  a  similar  circum- 
stance, he  recommended  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  ask, 
at  once,  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  occasions  of  the  civil  list,  bo 
that  there  might  not  be  any  further  necessity  of  applying  to 
parliament  for  relief. 

jfffer  Ikil  tpeech  a  hag  coidttt  euued  on  tht  point,  ahethtr  anji  «neM  wat 
taoiiTtd  or'nol  «  the  adminiMtraiioit  iff  the  Diikt  iff  Pttrlland.  At  length  Ht 
(US  (tf  /60,000,  mootd  for  Ihe  ditehargt  qf  arrtcr*.  ww  grtuited  unihtml  a 
divition. 

.  WAYS  AND  HEA»E, — TAX  ON  anALIFICATIONS,  KERISTEES,  AMD 
•  LICENSES. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  taxes  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  that  day  proposed,  appeared  to  him  to  be,  in  general, 
unexceptionable ;  but  if  he  were  to  object  to  any,  it  would  be 
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to  those  relative  to  game,  because  he  could  only  consider  them 
as  proposed  with  a  view  to  ^ve  vigour  to  the  game  laws,  which 
were  a  system  of  oppres^on  and  tyranny !  if  they  were  not 
proposed  with  that  view  they  would  not  produce  a  shilling. 

Mr^Ul  mid,  he  teat  at  UtiU  a  friend  io  Hit  wrUtrvrf  tpkit  qf  tht  game 
Itnet  a*  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  then  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
move  for  a  repeal  of  those  laws ;  that  done,  his  taxes  on  quali- 
fications will  be  wise,  salutary,  and  efficient.  What,  Mr. 
Sheridan  asked,  did  the  committee  imagine  was  the  reason  of 
gentlemen  being  so  desirous  of  this  tax,  and  so  wilting  to  pay 
five  pounds  instead  of  two  towards  it,  but  with  a  view  to 
strengthen  and  secure  themselves  in  the  possession  of  that 
monopoly,  which  the  abominable  and  despotic  system  of  the 
game  laws  was  calculated  to  create?  As  soon  as  the  business 
was  over,  he  stud,  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  game  laws ;  and,  he  trusted,  he  should  have  the 
support  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  carrying  it 
through  the  house. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again,  and  said,  he  would  not  immediately 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  as  he  bad  mentioAed,  but  he 
would  certainly  bring  the  matter  into  consideration  in  a  few 
days ;  because  he  was  not  only  convinced  that  our  game-laws 
were  a  disgrace  to  us  as  a  free  people,  but  that  the  game  laws 
made  the  poachers. 

*       POSTAGE   OF    LETTERS. 

Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned  the  gross  evasion  of  the  post-office 
acts  of  parliament,  by  a  great  number  of  letters  sent  to  town 
by  diligences,  stage-coaches,  and  other  carriages.  All  the 
great  trading  towns  in  particular,  he  said,  carried  on  this  prac- 
tice, each  vehicle  having  a  regular  letter-box.  These  carriages, 
he  said,  would  still  continue  a  favourite  species  of  conveyance, 
on  account  of  their  great  expedition.  , 

Mr.  Pitt  mentiimrd  the  intposilion  pracliied  on  the  Potl-qffice  by  the  conceal' 
inff  letter*  in  newtpapen,  or  Ay  teriliag  thort  aerapt  on  their  tdga. 

Mr.  Sheridan  advised  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  by  no 
means  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of 
newspapers.  Let  him  think  a  moment  what  an  essential  instru- 
ment of  revenue  a  newspaper  was.     It  was  not  merely  the  stamp, 
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but  every  sdvertisemeot  it  contained  was  a  source  of  benefit  to 
the  revenue,  nay,  many  paragraphs  paid  duty.  Perhaps  there 
was  not  an  iostance  of  any  one  object  that  paid  so  much  of  its 
entire  receipts  into  the  public  cofiers  ! 

Mr.  Sheridm  raited  a  mik  in  the  ChaxtxUor  of  iht  Etehtqutr  vht»  IMtalktd 
tffpangrapha  pofing  iliify,  owl  Mr.  Pitt  aiked  aerou  Iht  taiU,  ^  Mae  Oma»'i 
mam^aetiire  paid  duly. 


3x1  LT  26. 
AHENUHENTS    UPON    INDIA    BILLS. 

Mr.  Sbcridan  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen  on  either  side 
of  the  house  went  from  the  queetion,  and  were  only  mindful  of 
charging  persons  in  India  with  peculation,  and  defending  their 
own  conduct;  or  proving  that,  although  they  had  been  ddin- 
quents,  there  were  still  greater  than  themselves,  ibere  would  be 
no  end  to  the  business ;  and  the  house  would  refer  the  hearing 
to  a  new  judicature,  as  well  as  their  trial ; — therefore  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  deviations ;  but  that  gentlemen  would  stick  to 
the  question,  and  point  out  their  abjections  to  the  bill,  and  not 
to  the  persona  that  had  been  the  occasion  of  its  being  made.  He 
then  noticed,  that  the  bill  had  been  so  altered,  so  mangled,  and 
so  transformed,  that  it  did  not  appear  like  the  same  bill.  In- 
deed, it  ought  not  to  be  called  an  alteration,  but  a  total  trans- 
formation, different  both  in  object  and  principle  to  the  former 
bill  i  and  the  silence  of  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen 
(Pitt  and  Dundas)  was  to  him  proof  that  thejfasaw  the  necessity 
of  a  re-commitment.  But  if  that  was  not,  the  very  appearance 
in  the  first  page  of  the  new  printed  bill  was ; — for  there,  by  the 
references,  it  was  plain  that  twenty-one  new  clauses  were  added ; 
which  were  to  be  known  by  the  letters  ABCDEFGHIK 
LMNOPQRSTVW;  therefore  it  was  to  be  hoped 
some  gentleman  would  add  three  more  clauses  for  X  Y  Z, 
to  make  the  alphabet  complete ;  which  would  then  serve  as  a 
bom-book  for  the  present  ministry.  The  old  clauses,  now  left 
out,  were  referred  to,  and  known  by  being  in  black  letter  at 
the  bottom  of  the  column ;  where,  to  be  sure,  they  stood  in 
mourning  for  the  folly  of  their  parents;  and  pointed  out  the 
slovenly  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  originally  drawn;  not- 
withstanding the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Sir  G.  Howard) 
in  the  red  riband,  had  praised  it  for  its  accuracy ;   accurate  it 
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could  not  be,  when  twentj-oDe  new  clauses  were  added,  and  the 
rest  totally  altered  in  the  comniittee.  As  a  proof  that  it  was 
oeceesar;  to  re-commit  the  bill  for  the  boDour  of  the  house,  be 
would  convince  tbem  by  reading  a  part  of  one  of  the  clauses ; 
wherein  a  dead  person  was  to  ^ve  an  account  how  he  came  by 
certain  papers.  He  then  read,  "  That  papers,  containing  the 
account  of  their  effects,  were  to  be  sent  to  His  Majesty,  in  bis 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  under  the  seals  of  two  or  more 
judges  of  the  said  supreme  court ;  and  one  or  more  of  the 
judges  of  the  said  supreme  court  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the 
agent  or  agents  of  the  party  or  parties  requiring  the  same ; 
which  said  agent  or  agents  (or,  in  case  of  his  or  their  death,  the 
person  into  whose  hands  the  same  shall  come)  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  one  of  the  clerks  in  court,  of  His  Majesty's  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  in  the  public  office;  and  make  oath,  that  be 
received  the  same  from  the  hands  of  one  or  more  of  the  judges 
of  sucb  court  in  India ;  or,  if  such  agent  be  dead,  in  what 
manner  the  same  came  into  his  hands." 

The  honourable  gentleman  read  a  variety  of  other  clauses ; 
and  pointed  out  wherein  they  were  worded  so  as,  in  his  mind,  to 
be  p^ect  nonsense ;  and  declared,  that  he  never  would  consent 
b>  suffer  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution  to  be  violated,  to 
answer  any  expediency  whatever.  But  probably  tbe  reason  of 
instituting  a  new  court  of  judicature  was  to  ^ve  employment  to 
the  righL  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Duodas)  and  some  others ; 
whose  places,  by  their  own  accounts,  were  sinecures ; — there- 
fore it  was  on  the  principle  that  mothers  gave  playthings  to 
their  children,  merely  to  keep  them  out  of  mischief  If  so,  he 
had  no  objection ;  and  made  not  the  least  doubt  but  strict 
justice  would  be  done,  as  their  int^rity  had  been  tried  on  other 
occasions.  He  particularly  pointed  out  tbe  absurdity  of  a 
clause  relative  to  the  secret  council;  and  remaHced,  that  the 
whole  bill  evidently  appeared  as  if  the  two  contending  parties, 
the  CTOwn  and  company,  bad  endeavoured  to  over-reach  each 
other.  The  company  remonstrated  against  the  first  bill,  because 
ord«v  w«%  to  be  transmitted  to  India  without  their  consent ; 
and  insisted  on  the  right  of  some  of  their  directors  being  ac- 
quainted with  all  matters  before  they  were  dispatched.  To 
please  them,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  suffered  them 
to  have  a  secret  committee  of  three  directors;  but  the  company 
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were  not  a  bit  nearer;— for  those  three  directors  were  sworn  not 
to  divulge  sny  thing  done  in  council; — of  course  they  must  cut 
a  ridiculous  figure ;  for  they  mi^t  be  present  at  a  court  of 
directors,  and  see  and  bear  measures  carrying  on,  and  regula- 
tions making,  diametrically  opposite  to  what  they  knew  bad 
been  determined  on  in  council ;  and  by  their  oaths  were  debarred 
from  giving  any  other  inf<wmation  than  a  nod  or  a  wink  across 
the  table,  or  a  grave  shake  of  the  head,  to  intimate  they  knew 
something  which  they  dare  not  divulge.  He  tben  pointed  out 
the  clause  which  obliges  the  company  to  transmit  all  papers  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Council  for  their  approbation,  pre>. 
vious  to  their  being  sent  to  India;  and  remarked  on  the  diffi- 
culty that  would  accrue  from  the  alterations  made  by  each 
party.  But  what  was  curious  was  the  wording  of  the  next 
clause  to  it ;  which  b^an,  "  For  the  better  dispatch  of  busi- 
ness, &c.  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  of  any  alteraticHi  being 
made,  the  company  might  be  at  liberty  to  send  it  back  again  to 
be  reconsidered  ;■  and  in  case  of  their  not  meeting  with  redress, 
then  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  refer  to  the  King  in  council  i^ 
who,  in  fact,  was  the  same  tribunal  they  had  appealed  to  twice 
before.  Surely  that  was  a  curious  method  of  dispatch,  to  keep 
sending  backwards  and  forwards  a  paper  alternately  ;  and  which 
might  never  be  approved. 

He  dwelt  much  oa  the  rapacity,  and  other  improper  conduct 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  being  all  forgiven  in  the  present  bill.  But 
that,  he  said,  was  a  matter  which  Mr.  Hastings's  India  parlia- 
mentary interest,  no  doubt,  insisted  upon  ;  and  which  a  minis, 
ter,  depending  on  such  men,  did  not  dare  to  refuse.  He 
adverted  to  the  new  court  of  judicature ;  which  took  away 
from  British  subjects  the  trial  by  jury ;  and  in  so  doing  over- 
turned the  principle  of  the  constitution.  Here  he  was  remark- 
^ly  severe  on  the  minister ;  who,  under  colour  of  saving  the 
charters  of  a  company  of  men  that  all  the  world  allowed  to  have 
acted  dishonestly,  subverted  the  very  foundation  stone  on 
which  the  great  Magna  Charta  of  their  country  was  built ;  and 
did  a  deed  which  paved  the  direct  road  to  the  establishment  of 
arbitrary  power  in  all  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  This,  he 
said,  was  modern  popularity.  He  attacked  the  minister  for 
daring  to  say  that  this  bill  was  acceptable  in  India.  This  he 
argued  on  Iwo  points :  if  it  was  agreeable  to  the  delinquents,  it 
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certainly  must  be  a  bad  bill ;  aod  on  that  point  the  minister 
could  gain  no  credit.  The  fact,  however,  was  not  so ;  and  he 
was  happy  to  inform  the  house,  that  the  minister  mis-stated  the 
matter,  when  he  said,  the  bill  was  acceptable  in  the  East.  In 
argummts  of  this  kind  there  was  nothing  so  strong  as  evidence; 
and  therefore  against  Mr.  Pitt's  ipse  di.vity  that,  this  bill  was 
universally  liked  all  over  India,  where  it  seems  its  original 
principles  and  clauses  were  fabricated ;  he  only  referred  the 
house  to  a  truth  not  to  be  contradicted,  which  lay  upon  the 
table— a  petititm  from  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  the  prin- 
cipal persons  residing  in  Bengal ;  beseeching  the  house,  by  all 
that  they  held  most  dear,  not  to  violate  the  constitution,  by  so 
dreadful  an  act  of  parliament,  as  one  for  taking  away  from 
British  subjects  the  right  of  being  tried  by  their  peers.  This 
pure  spirit  of  rectifying  the  ancient  chartered  rights  of  the 
people,  would,  no  doubt,  extend  itself  in  time  to  every  part  of 
the  English  dominions ;  and  trial  by  jury  be  taken  away  from 
all  His  Majesty*s  subjects  in  every  part  of  the  globe.  Sere  the 
honourable  gentleman  called  for  the  attention  of  the  house.  He 
said,  the  India  phalanx,  those  Swiss  guards  of  Eastern  pecula- 
tion, had  openly  declared,  that  they  would  overthrow  the  last 
administration ;  and  by  doing  so,  teach  another  how  to  value 
and  respect  their  friendship ; — nay,  these  Eastern  lords  went 
so  far  as  to  declare,  that  the  depravity  of  this  country  was  now 
arrived  to  such  a  pitch,  that  they  could  carry  any  point  by 
money.  After  a  variety  of  other  arguments,  he  ccmcluded  with  a 
reliance  on  the  candour  of  the  minister,  that  he  would  re-commit 
the  bill,  that  it  might  be  divested  of  its  slovenly  dress,  and 
made  conformable  to  common  sense— even  if  the  principles  were 
to  be  divested  of  common  justice. 

T%e  ame»tbm»i  being  carried  imlioul  a  dteuion, 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  said,  that  as  the  house  had  determioed  not 
to  send  the  bill  back  to  the  committee,  he  could  not  now  proceed 
to  those  alterations  which  he  would  have  thought  it  his  duty  to 
have  offered,  if  it  had  been  re-committed :  he  declared  his  object 
was  not  to  gain  time ;  but  in  reality  to  move  such  amendments 
as  to  him  appeared  absolutely  necessary.  The  right  honourable 
gmtleman  had  said,  that  the  East-India  Company  had  assigned 
good  reasons  for  the  alterations  that  they  had  required :  he  made 
no  doubt  but  they  must  have  assigned   very  convincing  rea- 
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aoiiB  indeed  to  malce  the  right  honourahte  gentleman  give  up 
almost  the  entire  principle  of  his  bill,  and  bring  it  out  of  the 
committee  aa  different  from  vhat  it  was  when  it  was  committed, 
as  an  efiectual  differed  from  an  ineffectual  control ;  indeed  the 
right  honourable  member  was  in  the  right  for  saying,  that  be 
had  had  good  reasons  for  the  alterations.  He  had  only  to  look 
about  him,  and  he  might  see  himself  surrounded  with  rea- 
sons strong  enough  in  all  conscience  to  make  him  stand  well 
with  persons  who  had  overturned  the  administration,  and  were 
powerful  enough  to  make  their  successors  feel  they  were  mere 
creatures  of  their  own  hands,  which,  as  they  set  them  up, 
might  pull  them  down  again.  It  was,  therefore,  very  prudent 
and  politic  in  the  right  honourable  member  to  call  the  bill 
brought  in  by  his  right  honourable  friend  a  hill  for  establish- 
ing a  system  of  plunder  and  despotism  ;  such  hard  words  would 
please  the  committee  beyond  description;  and  secure  to  the 
right  honourable  member  their  support,  and  consequently  his 


AnavHT  a. 

RSPORT  FSOH  THS  COHKITTEK  OF  THE  DIVIDEND  BILL. 
An  amaidmtnt  icai  moved  tAat  the  Eatt  India  Company  tkoiM  pay  Jiot  pn- 
cent,  on  tkeir  drbt. 

Ma.  Shekidan  said,  he  trusted  the  minister  would  not  be 
followed  SO  implicitly  upon  the  question  that  night,  as  he  bad 
been  two  days  before.  Gentlemen  saw  more  clearly  its  quality, 
and  he  believed,  they  would  not  choose  to  countenance  a  pro- 
ceeding so  unbecoming.  That  in  private  life,  a  man  might 
upon  occasion  find  it  convenient  or  necessary  to  conceal  his 
embarrassments  by  the  gaiety,  or  even  the  splendour  of  his  ap- 
pearance  ;  that  he  might  dart  into  some  expenses  for  the  sake 
of  maintaining  a  declining  credit  he  admitted.  A  private  man, 
if  he  had  future  prospects  of  retrieving  himself,  might,  perhaps, 
without  much  impuution  do  this.  But  was  the  same  conduct 
to  be  permitted  to  a  state ;  or  was  a  nation  like  ours,  which 
stood  on  the  purity  and  clearness  of  her  credit,  to  give  ber 
countenance  and  sanction  to  such  a.  manceuvre  P  What  might 
not  be  the  conclusions  drawn  from  such  conduct  P  Take  the 
question  in  another  view.  At  a  time  when  we  were,  through 
the  most  urgent  state  of  necessity,  laying  heavy  burdens  on  the 
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poor  pei^e  of  this  country — when  even  the  poor  seemed  to  be 
idected  for  the  burdens — was  it  decent  to  rob  them  of  ,^5,000 
a-year.  Id  order  to  fnea.  company  which  boasted  of  its  opulence, 
and  which,  whatever  night  be  its  real  ability,  had  found  the 
means  of  planting  a  phalanx  in  that  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
shifting  their  distresses  from  themselves  on  the  heads  of  the 
people  of  England  P  Save  this  ^7^<^^  a-year  to  the  nation, 
and  you  may  relieve  the  unhappy  poor  from  your  new  duty  on 
candles ;  save  this  sum,  and  several  of  your  new  taxes  distress- 
ing the  valuable  manufacturer,  and  the  industrious  artizan — 
taxes  which  cru^  ingenuity,  and  take  from  economy  its  fruits, 
will  be  unnecessary. 

Ob  a  dwuioii  thtre  apptartd,  agm  (far  Ike  amendment)  27;  not*  B3. 


AvorBT  6. 

PETITION  FROU  MAVr  BILL  HOLSERS. 
In  the  ctntrte  of  the  detmlf  U  mu  abierved  [bf  Lord  Maiow  "  that  if  U  vol 
a  breaeh  of  puUie  credit  /a  permit  navy  btili  to  nnt  aicne  Ivo  feari,  then  the 
loMt  adrnvoMlralion  had  bwN  gtiiUj  of  thai  breach  qf  pablic  ertdit,  by  having 
neglected  lael  year  to  pay  off  the  bille  qf  1781 ;  and  Lord  John  Cavendieh  and 
Mr,  Fax  wm  eland  h^orr  the  tmaitTy  at  public  enlprilt,  for  haang  thm  dttre- 
gcrdedlhe  national  ftUth."  Mr,  BeetalM  dbeened,  "  that  the  late  adndniitration 
had  been  in  time  enough  to  haee  propoeed  the  /nnding  qf  Iht  naoy  debt,  71«y 
tame  in  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  they  knem/ar  tvo  monthe  lufore  that  they  nmild 
come  iw;  the  adminietralion  being  out  of  qffiee  in  iffect,  and  doing  no  bueineee  ail 
that  time.  7^  might  thertfore,  have  done  all  that  viae  neceeiary  a*  weUai  tie 
pmeni  adminiilration.  Mr.  Roee  look  occaiien  to  toy,  that  oi  it  had  been  ob- 
terved,  that  Mr.  Pitfi  tatet  of  thie  year  teonid  prove  unproductive,  he  wot 
perenaded,  if  they  Inrned  ont  a*  m^n^uctive  oi  the  noble  lord"*  at  the  head  of 
the  Exchequer  latt  year,  the  country  would  be  in  a  fUMWofifc  condition  indeed," 

Mft.  Shsriuan  defended  the  last  administration;  and  stated, 
that  if  there  was  any  blame  due,  it  was  to  their  predecessors, 
for  not  having  left  the  trace  of  a  tax,  or  the  outlines  of  a  budget 
behind  them,  when  they  quitted  place.  As  to  their  not  hav< 
ing  done  any  business  for  two  months  before  their  successors 
Vissed  hands,  the  fact  was  otherwise.  They  hafl  done  their  own 
business  all  that  time,  granting  pensions,  and  reversions,  and 
titles  to  each  other.  Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  what  Lord 
Mahon  had  said  of  Lord  John  Cavendish's  standing  a  culprit 
before  the  house,  and  denied  that1  the  'assertion  was  founded. 
Hr.  Sheridan  also  said,  Mr.  Rose's  remark  about  the  unpro- 
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ductiveness  of  the  taxes  last  year,  was  uncaQdid  in  the  extreme ; 
since  what  had  happened  to  the  receipt  tax  might  have  happened 
to  any.  Now  the  bill  to  enforce  it  had  passed,  he  bad  do  doubt 
of  its  becoming  extremely  productive. 


August  12. 

ditty  ov  licenses  to  people  for  hegistebikg  their 

qualifications  to  kill  game. 

7%t  order  of  iht  day  for  going  ado  a  eonmillft  on  thi*  bill  htitig  taUedfor, 
Mk.  Sheridan  stated  to  the  house,  that  tbere  was  a  breach 
of  order  in  the  body  of  this  bill,  which  was  drawn  on  a  wider 
scale  than  the  house  had  authorized  it  to  he  done.  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  first  proposed  the  raising  of  money 
by  this  mode,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  ask,  whether  it  was 
intended  to  give  more  effect  to  the  game  laws?  He  was 
answered  in  the  negative;  and  every  gentleman  then  present 
expressed  a  satisfaction  that  it  was  not.  The  title  of  the  bill 
expressed  no  more  than  a  tax  on  people  already  qualified  by 
former  laws  to  kill  game;  but  this  bill,  in  its  present  state,  ex- 
tended the  license  to  all  descriptions  of  people,  as  well  unquali- 
fied as  qualified,  which  was  assuming  an  extent  the  committee 
did  not  intend.  He  then  called  upon  the  clerk  to  read  the 
several  resolutionsnhichhad  been  passed  in  thecommittee  of  ways 
and  means  relative  to  this  subject ;  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  bill  at  present  had  gone  farther  than  the  committee  au- 
thorised it  to  go ;  for  which  reason,  he  said,  it  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  proceed  a  step  farther;  but,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  house,  it  ought  to  be  withdrawn,  and  brought  for- 
ward again  in  a  shs^e  more  exactly  conformable  to  the  orders  of 
the  committee. 

Tkt  Spmker  alhured  thai  then  VM,  in  thu  iiutance,  a  ttep  taken,  oonfraty 
to  the  order*  of  the  hime ;  but  Ihat,  KotBever,  might  be  remedied,  if  the  Aokm 
leere  louRumouf  in  permitting  the  biU  to  go  into  a  committee,  and  then  the  ob- 
jectionable part  migit  be  removed ;  but  \f  aiqr  member  diuented  to  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill,  the  order  of  the  houM  mini  be  et\foreed,  and  the  bill  mthdramt. 
But,  however,  if  it  wa*  intiited  that  thii  bill  should  be  wilhdnum,  the  tain* 
mighl  be  preiented  again,  and  read  a  Jiril  and  eeeond  tine  imTnediateb/  on  Iht 
tame  dag,  tehich  vould  bring  it  to  the  tame  ttage  in  vihich  it  was  b^ore  it  «a* 
mlkdraien. 

Mr.  Chancellor.  Pitt  obeerved,  that  at  the  objeetiont  of  the  AoamraUr  gentle- 
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Mm  w«r«  not  agaiiat  tti«  prineipk  of  the  bSl,  ht  tho*ght  that  tht  rtaotml  of  (wo 
loor^  would  bring  U  lo  lAe  precite  idea  which  the  HwottrMi  mtmbtr  had  pro- 
potfd  ;  and  if  he  would  agrte  to  permit  Am  to  conmif  the  btU,  and  U  *AdnU  ap. 
pear  that  the  matter  could  not  be  rectified  without  a  breach  ^  order,  he  would 
couMent  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  there  must  be  more  than  two  words 
altered;  and  desired  the  right  hoDoutahle  gentleman  would 
inspect  the  bill  more  minutely. 

Mr.  Ord  Maid,  he  did  not  cmMtM  that  the  order*  nf  Me  htnae  were  infringed 
bfthe  bill,  which  had  not  yet  iti  blank* ^led  up;  andae  there  were  no  penaUie* 
ta  the  bill  b^ore  the  blanki  were  filled  up,  which  could  not  be  done  b^are  it  wot 
committed,  he  argued  that  nothing  beyond  the  title  had  get  been  aieuned  in  the 
body^thebia. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  argued,  that  itUl  the  bill  did  not  exceed  the  limile  allowed 
to  it  bg  ilt  title  ;  for  it  teas  not  compulsory  on  any  man  to  register  hie  qualifica- 
tion, but  the  perion  qualified  by  former  law* :  it  was  optional  in  any  other  person 
NOf  to  qualified  to  tote  out  a  license,  for  the  present  bill  demanded  nothing  from 
a  man  who  was  not  qualified.  Had  there  been  a  compiJtory  clause  on  every  man 
besides  those  qualified  as  above,  the  observation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
haoe  its  force ;  but  tn  the  present  case,  there  being  no  such  compulsion,  the  biUwas 
leithin  its  Just  limit.  He  then  urged  the  commitment  of  the  biU,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  amendments  which  were  requisite. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  apprehend  that  the  bill  could  well  be 
altered  by  the  committee,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  it  back 
r^ularly  to  the  precise  limits  marked  out  by  the  resolution  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  which  the  bill  was,  or  at 
least  ought  to  have  been  founded ;  and  beyond  the  limits  of 
which  it  could  not  he  extended,  without  a  violation  of  the  form 
of  proceeding,  hitherto  religiously  observed  by  the  house.    ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  then  to  Imaw  what  was  the  honourable  gentleman'* 
oijeetion  to  the  Wi  in  its  preaent  form  ;  for,  he  said,  he  really  had  not  attended 
toU. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  was  really  astonished  at  such  a 
question ;  he  never  could  have  conceived  that  a  gentleman  who 
had  taken  so  much  pains  to  combat  his  objection,  and  to  show, 
that  by  leaving  out  a  few  words  in  one  or  two  of  the  clauses,  it 
might  be  very  easily  removed,  could  afterwards  ask  what  that 
very  objection  was.  His  objection  was  this,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  that  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means 
<Mi  this  head,  went  no  farther  than  to  impose  a  tax  on  persons, 
already  qualified  by  law  to  kill  game,  on  the  registering  of  their 
qualifications;  but  the  bill  went  a  great  deal  farther,  and  extended 
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the  tax  to  all  penoos  indiBcriminatriy,  who  ^ould  take  out 
licenses  to  ahoot.  This  was  certainly  a  stretch  made  by  the 
firmer  of  the  bill,  not  warranted  by  the  resolution ;  which  had 
in  its  contemplation  a  less  extended  description  of  men  than 
were  made  objects  of  the  bill. 

Mf.  ChamteUoT  Pitt,  finding  that  th«  order  of  Iht  lUMte  wu  againt  He  6iB, 
mM,  thai  if  it  woi  teithdrtam,  mvcft  tiate  would  be  U>*t  b^fort  it  eotld  he  pre- 
ttnttd  again;  for  though  oiUf  too  aiteration*  utrt  to  b«  made  in  it,  it  nuii/  be 
copied  <mer  again ;  andlhat  emdd  not  be  dom  flat  dog,  ai  the  hiil  eoiuiited  iff 
hMH^-Mtmi  the€ti. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  however,  did  not  insist  that  the  order  should  be 
enforced;  heconvincedtheright  honourable  member, that  though 
he  had  it  in  its  power  to  throw  out  this  bill  for  that  time,  in  spite 
of  his  majority,  still  he  would  not  oppose  the  commitment  of 
the  bill,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  so  much  at 
heart ;  he  said,  that  if  no  one  else  should  insist  upon  the  tmler 
being  enforced,  he  would  withdraw  his  opposition. 

Mr.  Chanedlor  Pitt  rtturned  him  Ihaaiafor  hit  comdeteenmm.  7^  biB  wot 
then  MHt  lo  the  committer,  vshere  it  aai  ao  altered,  at  lobe  made  eot^ormaHe  to 
the  r«*oJK(iow  t/  uoyi  ontl  meant,  to  which  it  had  a  r^erence.  When  ike  honte 
Muretumed,  Ike  order  of  the  day  far  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Hal  duty  bia 

Mr,  Sheridan  then  observed,  that  the  tax  to  be  paid  on  licenses, 
by  persons  exercising  the  trade  of  hat-making,  would,  he  appre- 
hended, greatly  reduce  the  duty  on  the  manufacture  ;  as  it  would 
disoourage  many  persons  in  the  country  towns  and  villages  from 
making  hats.  There  w»e  a  great  many  poor  hatters  in  the 
couhtry,  who  lived  principally  by  jouniey>work,  but  (xxanoaally 
made  hats  on  their  own  account  for  their  neighbours ;  and  this 
circumstance  would  subject  him  to  the  necessity  of  taking  out  a 
license,  at  a  price  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  much  too  high.  In 
many  villages  in  Staffordshire,  he  knew  that  bat-maken  T»ited 
small  houses,  at  the  very  low  rents  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five 
and  forty  shillings  a  year ;  now,  a  tax  of  ten  shillings  for  a 
Hcense,  being  equal  to  the  fourth  of  their  rent,  was  certainly  too 
high.  With  respect  to  the  hat-makers  of  London,  he  would 
say  nothing ;  they  were,  perhaps,  able  to  bear  it  without  any 
incimvenience ;  but  with  respect  to  those  in  the  country  towns 
and  villages^  he  should  propose  that  the  tax  for  the  license 
diould  be  reduced  one  half;  so  that  in  country  towns  it  should 
be  ten  shillings,  and  in  villages  five  shillings. 
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lb:  Stede  tBid  lit  hoiumrahie  mtmbrt'*  pmpouii  km  not  taurituouMx ;  aad 
ti»  ChamMBor  <if  the  Ereheg%er  did  mtt  wmii  to  oppott  it. 

T%e  biO  iitn  ttentinlo  a  eotitMiittt,  leA/m  Mr.  Sheridan's  atteTalion<iflke  lax 
.VM  admitted.     Tke  hotue  viiu  then  renmed,  and  a^ovmed'      , 


AuouBT  13. 
GAME  QUALIFICATIOKS. 
7k  rtport  Iff  the  eommiltte  having  been  bnmght  up,  and  read  afint  HiM, 
Mk.  Shsbidan  rose,  and  re-stated  some  of  his  former  objec- 
tions; admitting,  however,  that  the  bill  had  been  ao  altered 
and  modified  in  the  committee,  that  it  no  longer  exceeded  the 
limits  prescribed  for  it  by  the  resolution,  under  the  authority  of 
which  it  bad  been  introduced  into  the  house.  Mr.  Sheridan  ad- 
mitted also,  that  the  bill  would  not  'add  to  the  severe  and 
oppressive  tendency  of  the  game  laws ;  on  the  contrary,  he  said, 
it  would  be  a  nugatory  act,  and  extremely  unproductive.  He 
contended,  that  none  but  poachers  would  derive  any  benefit  from 
it ;  and  stated,  in  a  ludicrous  way,  the  circumstances  that  might 
be  produced  in  consequa>ce  of  such  a  bilPs  passing  into  a  lav ; 
declaring,  that  a  great,  variety  of  peraona  otherwise  qualified, 
than  merely  id  right  of  property,  would  not  take  out  any  license. 
Upon  the  whole  consideration  of  the  present  bill,  and  of  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  under 
whose  direction  it  was  drawn,  it  was  plain,  he  said,  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  frame  a  rational  system  of  game  laws ; 
indeed,  there  never  yet  had  passed  a  bill  relative  to  game,  and 
he  waa  convinced  there  never  would  pass  one,  that  was  not  irre- 
coDcileable  either  to  common  sense  or  common  justice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  took  credit  to  himeeff,  for  hatrinff  been  able,  in  the  roM. 
wttttee,  to  hare  met  two  <tfthe  honourable  gentlemen'i  principal  objection*,  and  to 
have  nrmmmted  then  both,  vii..  the  objection  stated  on  TTiursdoj/  Iq  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, that  the  bill  exceeded  the  povers  granted  by  the  reeoluOoH,  ordering  it  to  be 
brought  IB,  and  the  oiftetion  againit  it,  at  lending  to  add  to  the  harsh  ^ect  <if 
the  game  lates. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  once  more ;  and  Alderman  Newnham  also 
spoke  upon  the  subject;  after  which  the  amendments  were 
read  through  a  second  time ;  and  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  meant  to  make  a  motion  on  a  subject 
which,  advanced  as  the  session  was,  there  must,  neverthdess,  be 
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Bome  conversatioD  about,  before  parliament  rose.  He  meant  the 
account  produced  to  the  house  when  the  civil  list  was  under 
consideration,  which  stated,  that  the  arrear  upon  the  last  year 
amounted  to  ^44,000.  This  account  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  to  ' 
be  fallacious  and  ill-founded.  He  said  the  expenses  of  the 
civil  list  did  not  come  within  his  department  when  in  ofBCe ; 
and  therefore,  whea  the  matter  was  last  agitated,  he  was  per- 
fectly ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  case ;  he  had  idnce  in- 
quired particularly  into  the  matter,  and  he  found  the  fact  to  be 
as  he  had  stated  it.  The  nature  of  the  fallacy,  he  said,  was 
this : — The  account  was  made  out  so  as  to  exhibit,  on  one  side, 
the  actual  expenditure  upon  each  quarter;  and  to  set  against  it 
only  the  amount  of  a  quarter's  division  of  the  <f  900,000  allotted 
for  the  civil  list ;  whereas,  it  ought  also  to  state  on  the  side  <^ 
the  receipt,  all  the  suras  that  came  in  aid  of  the  civil  list,  which 
would,ofcourse,gotothediminutionof  the  ex  cess  of  expenditure. 
There  was,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  sum  of  jei0,900,  which  fdl 
into  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  his  right  honourable  friend 
was  in  office,  and  that  ought  to  have  been  set  against  the  excess  of 
£13,000  upon  the  expenditure  of  that  quarter.  Mr.  Sheridan 
moved,  <*  That  an  abstract  of  the  account  of  the  civil  list  be 
printed." 

nUproduetd  an  atltrcalion  upon  the  lubject  betvttn  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Amt, 
Mr.  Steele,  and  the  ChanctUor  tff  tht  Exchequer.  Mr.  Sheridan  ptrnaUag  at 
Ait  pimium ;  and  the  Ihrte  kut  gentlemen  deiying  thai  there  teae  amy  faUaeji  in 
the  cote,  Mr.  Pill  laid,  he  ihoiild  be  glad  to  have  a  little  eoaeertation  icith  Mr. 
F\ix  upon  the  siAject,  To  vihich  Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  certainly  might 
A^e  that  pleaeare,  at  hie  right  honourable  friend  would  be  pretent  when  the 
matter  came  under  diecuaeion. 

He  motion  wot  agreed  to. 


AuovsT  19. 

CIVIL  LIST. 
Ae  eoo*  at  the  butinem  of  the  day  wat  gone  throtyh, 
Ms.  Sheridan  rose,  and  began  with  observing,  that  he 
feared  he  had  given  unnecessary  trouble  in  moving  for  so  many 
papers  ;  because,  as  those  papers  had  not  been  upon  the  table 
more  than  an  hour,  it  had  been  impossible  for  gentlemen  in 
general  to  have  derived  much  information  from  them.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  made  this  remark,  he  said  he  was  ready  to 
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declare*  that  he  had  bimaelf  obtained  a  d^ree  of  infcHrmation 
.from  them  sufficient  for  his  argument ;  and  before  he  vent  mto 
it,  he  b^ged  leave  to  saj,  that  he  had  not  moved  for  the  papers 
*  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  or  put  gentlemen  to  the  inconvenience 
<rf  attending  that  day,  solely  with  a  view  to  support  the  assertion 
made  some  time  since  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  and 
attempted  to  be  refuted  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite 
to  him ;  but  chiefly  in  order  to  bring  the  state  of  the  civil  list, 
and  the  nature  of  the  estimate  upon  the  table,  into  consideration, 
that  the  house  might  be  apprised  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
account  had  been  laid  before  parliameit,  and  of  what  the  debt  of 
the  civil  list  really  was,  as  well  as  of  the  periods  in  which  the 
■rrear  bad  accrued.  Having  said  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  produced  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  and  read  the  title  and  preamble,  in  order  to  show, 
that  ooeof  its  principal  objects  was  to  prevent  the  dvil  list  from 
running  in  debt,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  ministers 
coming  down  to  the  house  of  commons  year  after  year,  to  state 
that  his  Majesty^s  civil  list  was  in  debt,  and  to  desire  a  vote  of 
money  to  pay  the  debt.  He  also  read  the  King's  late  message, 
Mating,  that  he  was  concerned  to  find  himself  in  debt ;  and  he 
compared  it  with  that  part  of  the  royal  speech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  b^uning  of  the  session  of  parliament,  178^  and  1783,  in 
which  his  Majesty  assures  parliament,  that  he  had  made  such 
r^uUtions,  with  regard  to  his  civil  list,  as  should  for  the  future 
prevent  his  expenses  exceeding  his  income.  Upon  these  docu- 
ments, be  reasoned  to  show,  that  the  act  of  parliament,  com- 
io(HilycalledMr.Burke'sbill,and  the  royal  word  from  the  throne, 
had  been  violated,  by  the  minister's  having  lately  come  to  the 
house  with  the  message,  to  which  he  bad  alluded,  and  obtained 
a  vote  for  ^60,000.  He  stated  that  the  proceeding  had  been 
extremely  reprehensible  and  improper ;  because,  if  Mr.  Burke's 
lull  bad  proved  to  be  inefficient  and  inadequate,  with  respect  to 
oae  of  its  principle  objects,  viz.,  the  preventing  the  civil  list 
from  gmng  into  arrears,  the  r^ular  and  the  right  way  would 
have  been,  to  have  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
Uie  act,  and  to  have  given  such  an  addition  to  the  dvil  list  as 
experience  should  have  proved  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  called  the  house  back  to  the  recollecticxi 
of  what  had  passed  on  the  day  when  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemw)  opposite  to  him  bad  stated,  that  upon  the  four  last 
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quarters  of  the  civil  list,  there  bad  been  an  arrear  of 
^44,000.  This  he  had,  at  the  time,  controverted ;  and  he  had 
since  made  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  into  the  true  state  of  the 
affair,  and  he  flattered  himself  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that  * 
the  debt,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  asked  for 
the  sixty  thousand  pounds,  was  not  forty-four  thousand ;  and 
that  the  estimate  upon  the  table  was  manifestly  incorrect,  no  lesa 
than  eighty  placeti  having  been  left  out  of  it,  the  money  to  pay 
the  Balaries  of  which  amounted  to  eleven  thousand  pounds, 
exclusive  of  that  glaring  error  which  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  author 
of  that  estimate,  had  fallen  into.  He  declared  the  estimate 
itself  was  fallacious— he  did  not  mean  that  its  title  did  not  speak 
its  import — it  certainly  did ;  but  the  whole  of  the  estimate  itself 
was  delusive,  because  it  only  compared  the  actual  charges 
incurred  and  paid  out  of  the  civil  list,  against  an  estimate  of  the 
four  quarters'  receipts  of  the  ^900,000  voted  by  parliament ; 
whereas  every  body  knew  that  there  were  various  sums  that 
came  from  time  to  time  in  aid  of  the  civil  list,  such  as  savings, 
the  suppressed  places,  fees,  and  sums  imprest  from  the  Ex> 
chequer,  all  of  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  account  of  the 
receipts,  in  order  to  distinguish  between  a  bare  exceeding  upon 
a  oomparison  of  the  expenditure  against  the  ^^900,000  and  an 
arrear  actually  incurred  by  the  expenditure  exceeding  the  gross 
receipt.  By  the  mistake  he  had  already  mentioned,  vis.  the 
total  omission  of  the  mention  of  eighty  places,  the  salaries  of 
which  amounted  to  eleven  thousand  pounds,  the  house  would 
see,  that  even  upon  the  statement  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  if  the  estimate 
had  been  correct,  the  expenses  of  the  civil  list  would  stand  at 
degil.OOO  instead  of  ^"900,000.  There  consequently  were 
.flliOOO  out  of  .f  lljOOO  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  stated  as  the  debt  upon  the  four  last  quarters,  and  he  would 
presently  prove  that  a  great  deal  more  was  to  be  taken  off.  In 
order  to  do  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  long  train  of  argu- 
ments  founded  upon  figures,  through  which  it  was  impossible  to 
follow  him  in  detail  from  memory.  We  shall  only,  therefore, 
state  the  leading  parts  of  what  we  understood  him  to  reason 
upon.  Added  to  the  eleven  thousand  pounds  arising  from  the 
eighty  places  omitted  in  the  estimate,  there  was,  he  said,  a  sur. 
plus  of  the  money  voted  in  aid  of  the  civil  list  last  year> 
amounting  to  £10,900.     There  was  also  a  sum  in  the  ezchequa 

C^.oo^lc 


-   1784.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.    B.    SHBRIDAN.  99 

</  ttro  or  three  thousand  pounds,  and  a  sum  of  two  thousand  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr. 
Sheridan  contended,  that  there  had  heen  no  arreax  incurred 
during  the  two  first  quarters;  and  that,  including  the  four,  the 
arrear  had  only  amounted  to  about  uxteen  thousand  pounds, 
which  certainly  was  no  great  debt  for  the  civil  list  to  have 
iDCuired.  He  said,  the  Christmas  quarter,  ending  January  6, 
ITSi,  neither  he  nor  his  right  b<»ourBble  friend  was  answerable 
for,  as  they  bad  gone  out  of  office  on  the  26th  of  December. 
He  added  a  vast  variety  of  ingenious  reasoning  to  illustrate  his 
poaitionB ;  and  before  he  made  his  motion,  said,  he  flattered 
himself  be  had  made  good  his  word ;  and  unless  it  was  intended 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  to  resort  to  a  quibble  between  the 
w<stl  arrear  and  the  word  exceeding  (which  he  should  consider 
as  the  most  pitiful  of  all  quibbles)  he  conceived  what  he  had 
said  could  not  be  denied,  much  less  refuted ;  and  for  that  reason 
be  trusted,  there  would  be  no  objection  made  to  two  motions  that 
he  should  offer  upon  the  subject  Mr.  Sheridan  read  his  motions, 
before  he  made  them ;  the  first  was,  a  resolution,  that  a  true 
estimate  of  the  expenditure  of  tbe  civil  list  should  be  prepared 
against  the  next  session  to  be  laid  before  ibe  house ;  and  Uiat  it 
should  be  drawn  correctly,  and  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Burke's  bill-  The  other  was,  that  a  complete  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  entire  receipt  and  exp«iditure  of  the  civil  list  for  tbe 
past  year,  should  be  annually  laid  before  that  house,  which  Mr. 
Burke^s  bill  also  expresdy  ordered. 

Jfr.  Poa  rom  and  mamded  tkt  motimi.     Mr.  Bom  objeeitd  to  bolh  retobitiouM 
omI  ntevetl  tie  qnttim  nf  a^«<mmt»t  upon  them,  which  uxu  oarritd. 

Fehkuakt  9,  l7tJS. 
WESTHIMSTXR  SCRUTINY. 
TV  order  of  Iht  day  being  for  the  home  to  reniate  the  eoiuideration  of  Ihu 
iuiseu,  the  Sight  Hon.  WiSmrt  BUit  mimed,  "  that  il  appeared  to  Ihit  honet 
Ihat  T%omai  Corhett,  Btq.,  High  baUfff  for  the  city  of  IVeMtmintlrr.  having  re- 
ethed  a  prteept  from  the  Oeriffi  of  Middletex  for  electing  two  eitiiene  to  ttrve 
n  parliament  for  the  mid  ctf  y ;  and  having  ttdcen  and  fiiuUy  eiored  the  poll  on 
the  VJthof  May  latt,  being  the  dag  next  b^ort  the  day  qf  the  relnrn  of  the  taid 
vrit,  be  Hou  directed forthtBilh  to  make  a  return  of  hit  praept  tifmembert  chosen 
in  pnmance  of  it."  Thie  uxu  oppoted  by  Lord  Mnlgrave,  Mr.  Bearcruft,  and 
the  Matter  qf  the  Rolit  (Sir  Uoyd  Kenyon.) 

Mr.  Srebisah  replied  to  different  arguments  adverse  to  the 
motion  that  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Bearcroft,  Lord  Mulgrave, 

h2  ^^^Ic 


100  SPEECHES  OP  THE  [fEB.  9f 

the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  other  epeaken.  He  began  with 
observing,  that  they  had  that  day  been  honoured  with  the 
couDdls  of  a  complete  gradation  of  lawyers  ;  they  had  received 
the  opinion  of  a  judge,  of  an  attorney-general  in  petto,  of  ao 
ex-attomey-general,  and  of  a  practising  barriBter.  The  en- 
comiums passed  on  his  right  honourable  friend  by  one  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bearcroft)  were  so  applicable,  that  when  the 
learned  gentleman  added,  that,  besides  his  other  great  and 
shining  talents,  his  right  honourable  friend  stood  distinguished 
for  his  boldness  and  candour,  for  bis  quickness  of  discernment 
and  good  sense,  every  body  who  knew  his  right  honourable 
friend  thought  the  learned  gentleman  had  really  been  successful 
in  his  description,  and  drawn  a  just  portrait ;  but  when  the 
learned  gentleman  afterwards  stated,  at  the  time  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  professed  most  candour  he  was  then  most 
dangerous,  and  that  he  was  to  be  the  least  trusted  when  he 
wished  to  throw  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  house,  the  learned 
gentleman  completely  did  away  the  resemblance,  and  proved 
that  he  was  whoUy  unacquainted  with  the  true  character  of  his 
right  honourable  friend,  who  was  not  more  remarkable  for  his 
splendid  abilities  than  for  the  genuine  liberality  and  unaffected 
candour  of  his  mind,  and  the  manly,  direct,  and  open  conduct 
that  he  had  ever  pursued.  Had  the  learned  gentleman's  state- 
ment been  correct,  his  panegyric  would  have  proved  a  satire, 
and  it  must  have  been  understood,  that  when  he  talked  of  his 
right  honourable  friend's  boldness,  he  meant  his  craft;  and 
when  he  mentioned  his  candour,  he  designed  to  charge  him 
with  hypocrisy.  It  was  not  from  such  men  as  his  right  honour^ 
able  ft^end  that  danger  was  to  be  dreaded.  If  the  wolf  was  to 
be  feared,  the  learned  gentleman  might  rest  assured  it  would  be 
the  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  the  masked  pretender  to  patriotiun. 
It  was  not  from  the  fang  of  the  lion,  but  from  the  tooth  of  the 
serp«it — that  reptile  which  insidiously  steals  upon  the  vitals  c^ 
the  constitution,  and  gnaws  it  to  the  heart  ere  the  miBchief  is 
suspected,  that  destruction  was  to  be  feared.  With  regard  to 
the  acquisition  of  a  learned  gentleman,  who  had  declared  he 
meant  to  vote  with  them  that  day,  he  was  sorry  to  acknowledge, 
that  from  the  declaration  the  learned  gentleman  had  made  in 
the  beginning,  of  his  speech,  he  saw  no  great  reason  to  boast  of 
their  auxiliary.     The  learned  gentleman,  who  had  with  peculiar 
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modesty  Btyled  himself  a  chicken  lawyer,  had  declared  that, 
thinking  them  in  the  right  with  respect  to  the  subject  of  that 
day's  discussioii,  he  should  vote  with  them ;  but  he  had  at  the 
same  time  thought  it  necessary  to  assert,  that  be  had  nerer 
b^ore  voted  difiereotly  from  the  minister  and  his  friends,  and 
perhaps  he  never  should  again  vote  with  those  to  whom  he 
meant  to  give  his  support  that  day.  It  was,  Mr.  Sheridan 
remarked,  a  little  singular  to  vote  with  them  professedly,  be- 
cause the  learned  gentleman  found  them  to  be  in  the  right  j  and 
in  the  very  moment  that  fae  had  asugned  so  good  a  reason  f<H- 
changing  his  side,  to  declare,  that  in  all  probability  he  never 
should  vote  with  them  again.  He  was  sorry,  he  said,  to  find 
the  chicken  was  a  bird  of  ill  omen,  and  that  its  augury  was  so 
unpropitious  to  their  future  interests.  Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  chicken  had 
not  left  the  bam-door  of  the  treasury,  but  continued,  side  by 
aide,  with  the  old  cock,  to  pick  those  crumbs  of  comfort,  which 
would,  doubtless,  be  dealt  out  in  due  time  with  a  liberality 
propt^tMied  to  the  fidelity  of  the  feathered  tribe.  Mr.  Sheridan 
very  happily  introduced  an  el^ant  latin  quotation,  which  he 
addressed  to  Mr.  Taylor,  in  this  part  of  his  speech. 

Last  year,  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  the  whole  of  the  question 
relative  to  the  scrutiny  depended  upon  the  high  bailiff's  con- 
science, which,  it  was  contended,  be  ought  to  have  time  to 
satisfy  ;  whereas  this  year  it  was  evidmt  he  had  no  conscience, 
at  least  none  in  his  own  keeping,  for  he  had  delivered  it  over  to 
his  assessor,  as  to  a  jury.  This  was  the  first  time,  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  that  he  had  ever  heard  of  a  man's  conscience  bdng  to  be 
satisfied  through  the  sensations  of  another.  Be  had  always 
heretofore  thought  that  the  conscience  saw  with  its  own  eyes, 
and  was  affected  by  its  own  organs ;  that  conscience  was  the 
only  thing  oae  could  not  hear  by  proxy ;  no  letter  of  attorney 
would  be  of  use  to  it];  it  was  that  which  decided  for  itself,  and 
would  by  no  means  admit  of  another's  judgment  to  decide  for  it. 
As  the  high  bailiff's  conscience,  therefore,  hod  now  been  proved 
to  be  made  of  transferable  stuff,  he  hoped  it  would  no  longer 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  house's  justice,  but  that  they  would 
,  exercise  that  discretion  wisely,  which  they  had,  in  his  opinion, 
exercised  most  unwisely  last  year ;  and  would  put  an  end  to  that 
miserable,  absurd,  and  oppressive  institution*  the  Westminster 
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scrutiny.  A  noble  lord,  he  took  notice,  had  early  in  the  debate 
said,  that  it  was  a  false  idea  that  our  constitution  was  injured 
by  the  absence  of  two  or  more  members  irom  that  house ;  but 
that  the  fact  was,  the  constitution  required  that  no  members 
should  be  illegally  restrained  from  attending  their  duty  there. 
This  doctrine,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  persuaded,  was  ill- 
founded  ;  and  he  believed  he  could  convince  the  noble  lord  that 
it  was  so.  In  case  of  death,  which,  though  an  insurmountable 
restraint,  was  certainly  not  aa  illegal  one,  what  sort  of  language 
did  the  Speaker's  warrant  hold  ?  Let  the  noble  lord  attend  to 
the  expression,  and  then  ask  himself  if  he  was  not  mistaken. 
Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  those  words,  wherein  the  warrant 
assigns,  as  a  reason  for  its  being  issued,  the  extreme  necessity 
that  the  house  of  popular  representation  should  be  full  and 
complete,  when  the  business  of  the  king  and  his  people,  the 
church  and  state,  are  to  be  agitated. 

There  had  fallen  an  expression  from  the  noble  lord  which  ap- 
peared to  him,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  to  be  very  extraordinary ; 
and  that  was,  in  mentioning  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  (to  which,  by 
the  bye,  the  noble  lord  had  paid  no  great  compliment)  he  bad 
talked  of  its  having  surmounted  the  opposition  of  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  riband,  notwithstanding  all  his  influence  as  a 
minister.  This  reminded  him  of  a  most  insulting  sarcasm 
aimed  at  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband  a  few  days  since,  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him,  which  had  not 
a  little  surprised  him  ;  he  meant,  when  talking  of  the  terms  *'  aa 
a  man  and  a  minister,*"  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to  the  influence  of  a  minister  in  lofty  language ;  declaring 
that  he  never  used  any  but  the  honest  influence  of  his  abilities, 
and  the  services  he  might  do  his  country  ;  though  he  chose,  at 
the  same  time,  in  tenns  of  sarcastic  insult,  to  suggest  that  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband  had  used  the  influence  of  bribery 
and  corruption  only,  when  he  was  minister.  At  the  time  this 
was  said,  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  he  looked  over  to  the  treasury 
bench  to  see  how  some  of  those  felt  who  sat  nearest  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  councils  of 
the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  had  shared  his  confldence, 
and  who  consequently  must  have  borne  s  part  in  the  sarcasm,, 
had  it  applied  to  the  noble  lord.  Perhaps  the  other  noble  lord 
had  this  day  introduced  the  words  *<  as  a  minister,"  merely 
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that  be  might  add  to  them  his  declaratioa  that  the  noble  lord  in 
the  blue  riband  had  used  do  other  influence  as  a  minister,  than 
the  fair  influence  of  his  own  character  and  abilitieB ;  meaning  at 
the  same  time  that  the  remark  was  a  compliment,  that  it  should 
also  serve  to  wipe  off  the  sarcaun  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man bom  those  of  the  noble  ]otd''B  former  friends,  who  were  at 
this  time  sp  faithfully  attached,  for  no  corrupt  motive,  doubt- 
less, to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Mr.  Sheridan  next 
took  notice  of  Lord  Mulgrave^s  declaration,  that  Sir  Cecil  Wray 
was  an  booest,  plain  man,  who  had  no  view  but  a  seat  in  parlia- 
menL  If  that  was  the  case,  what  was  Lord  Hood,  who  had 
shown  by  his  ctmduct  that  he  was  not  very  desirous  of  a  seat 
there  P  Mr.  Sheridaa  commented  on  the  strange  conduct  of  a 
man  of  Jjord  Hood's  character,  who  certainly  should  act  for 
himself,  and  be  above  condescending  to  be  the  tool  of  any  set  of 
men  whatever.  He  took  occarion  also  to  pronounce  a  panegyric 
oa  Mr.  Hargrave ;  and  spoke  of  him  in  the  most  handsome  terms. 
He  said,  he  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind  but  that  Mr.  Corbett 
waa  bound  by  the  act  of  10  and  11  William,  and  that  it  was  a 
mianable  shift  in  those  who  pretended  that  he  did  not  come 
within  the  meaning  of  that  act,  because  in  its  pauses  mention 
■waa  made  generally  of  mayors,  bailiffs,  UDder-sheriffs,  &c.  He 
spoke  of  the  absurdities  and  inconveniences  that  vere  likely  to 
arise  from  a  frequent  change  of  assessors.  At  present  the  votes 
at  St.  Anne's  had  been  decided  upon  by  rules  and  principles 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Hargrave ;  whilst  votes  exactly  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced, had  been  decided  upon  by  Mr.  Murphy  in  St.  Mar- 
tio's  parish,  on  different  principles.  For  what  they  knew  the 
high  bailiff  might  again  change  bis  assessor ;  perhaps  he  might 
put  his  cmsdence  in  commissioD,  and  deliver  it  into  the  hands 
of  three  attomies.  He  complained  of  the  scrutiny  on  a  variety 
of  differrat  grounds ;  and  said  the  paying  of  the  witnesses  in- 
fluenced their  testimony.  The  noble  lord  had  compared  it  to 
the  payment  of  witnesses  in  courts  of  justice,  whereas  no  two 
things  could  be  more  wide  and  distinct.  In  the  <me  case,  that 
of  the  scrutiny,  there  was  no  power  to  punish  false  testimony ; 
in  the  courts  of  justice  the  witnesses  gave  evidence  upon  their 
oath,  iu  the  face  of  a  court  competent  to  punish  them,  and  li^le 
to  indictment  for  perjury  In  like  manner,  Vas  the  Westmin- 
ater  dection  to  go  hetote  a  committee  of  that  bouse,  it  would 
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go  before  «  competent  tribunitl,  before  a  tribunal  anned  with 
the  proper  powers  to  enforce  attendance,  and  ensure  dispatch  i 
whereas  the  high  bailiff's  court,  as  it  was  called,  could  do  nei- 
ther ;  it  was  the  greatest  burlesque  of  a  court  that  ever  was 
heard  of,  and  a  downright  mockery  of  justice.  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  if  they  were  to  go  on,  and  that  house  was  to  be  persuaded 
to  authorise  a  continuance  of  the  scrutiny,  new  delusions  must 
he  found  out  to  induce  the  house  to  come  into  a  measure,  that 
all  the  world  would  consider  as  a  measure  of  ministerial  tyranny. 
He  trusted,  however,  that  the  house  would  see  the  matter  in  a 
very  different  light  from  that  in  which  they  saw  it  last  year. 
They  had  then  but  just  come  from  their  elections ;  and  thdr 
minds  were  agitated  and  inflamed  with  the  clamour  that  had 
been  artfully  raised  against  the  India  bill.  The  case  was  now 
somewhat  different ;  men's  minds  were  cooler ;  they  no  longer 
looked  at  his  honourable  friend's  conduct  through  the  optics  of 
pr^udice.  They  bad  revived  the  recollection  of  his  steady  ad- 
herence to  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  the  cause  of  liboty. 
They  admired  his  constant  exertion  in  support  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  they  wished  he  should  be  rescued  from  a  persecution, 
as  disgraceful  to  those  who  instituted  it,  as  it  was  vexatious  and 
oppressive  to  him.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  be 
would  address  a  few  words  to  the  right  h<xKHirabte  gentleman 
oppo«te  lo  him,  not  as  a  minister,  but  as  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, a  friend  to  parliamentary  reform,  a  point  of  view  iu  which 
he  was  happy  to  consider  him  ;  he  therefore  wished  to  recom- 
mend to  him  something  like  a  consistency  of  conduct  When 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  first  declared  his  intention  of 
putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  friends  to  refi>nn,  Mr.  Sheri< 
dan  said,  he  felt  great  pleasure,  considering  it  as  a  most  valuable 
acquisition  of  weight,  authority,  and  strength.  He  entertained 
the  same  opinion  of  him  in  r^;ard  to  reform,  as  ever ;  he  had 
never  doubted  his  sincerity^  and  he  declared  he  epoke  most  se- 
riously, when  he  assured  him,  he  gave  him  his  entire  confidence 
in  that  respect ;  a  gift,  perhaps,  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  might  hold  cheap,  but  he  must  permit  him  to  tell 
him,  that  the  honest  confidraice  of  one  sincere  and  anxious 
friend  of  reform,  though  as  humble  and  insignificant  an  indivi- 
dual as  himself,  'Vas  worth  all  the  rotten  support  of  a  whole 
herd  of  flatterers  and  followers,  attached  only  by  tbor  { 
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interests,  and  ready  to  change  with  the  first  change  of  circum- 
Etances.  Let  him  recommeiKl  it,  therefore,  to  the  right  bonoar- 
aUe  geatleman,  to  preserve  a, consistency  of  conduct ;  and  not 
irfiile  he  was  talking  of  purifying  the  representation  of  that 
bouse  in  general,  to  suffer  so  large  a  city  as  Westminster  to 
stand  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of  its  right  to  representation, 
without  having  committed  any  one  offence  that  merited,  or  in 
any  aott  justified  so  severe  a  punishment.  How  would  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  have  liked,  as  he  drove  through  the 
streets  of  that  disfranchised  city,  a  few  days  hence,  in  his  way 
to  the  house,  to  hear  the  people  cry  out,  "  There  goes  the 
Minister,  who  in  his  liberality  is  this  day  to  give  one  hundred 
additional  members  to  counties,  and  denies  this  city  its  legal  and 
oonititutiooal  privilege  of  two  representatives  !"  Let  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  avoid  this,  by  joining  him  that  day  in 
support  of  the  original  question,  and  let  not  the  electors  of 
Westminster  again  undergo  what  they  underwent  last  year,  the 
uncoastitution^  violence  of  being  taxed  while  they  were  deprived 
of  their  representatives ;  and  of  having  the  money  tak^i  out  of 
their  pockets  without  their  consent,  which  he  could  not  consider 
othonrise  than  as  monstrous  an  infringement  of  the  principlesof 
the  constitutioD,  as  could  possibly  be  committed.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  he  one  of  the 
foremost  in  support  of  the  question  first  moved ;  and  when  he 
urged  his  anxiety  to  prevail  upon  him  to  lend  the  question  his 
support,  he  really  spoke  not  as  a  party  man,  (A  loud  laugh.) 
Mr.  Sheridan  repeated  what  he  had  said,  and  declared  he  was 
actuated  by  no  fedings  of  political  party  in  his  conduct  that 
day.  As  a  party-man,  be  should  be  ready  to  exclaim,  "  Long 
live  the  scrutiny  I"  Every  friend  to  his  connections,  actuated 
solely  by  views  of  party,  must  wish  the  scrutiny  to  go  on.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  find  he  was  right  in  what  he 
said,  if  that  house  could  be  persuaded,  which  he  trusted  would 
not  be  possible,  to  do  so  absurd,  and  so  unjust  a  thing,  as  not 
to  order  the  high  bailiff  to  make  an  immediate  return  of  the 
writ.  In  that  case,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  find 
the  scrutiny  would  entangle  him  in  every  step  he  took ;  it 
would  be  perpetually  in  his  way,  and  would  sooner  or  later 
throw  him  down.  The  scrape  he  had  got  into,  his  friends  were 
K>rry  to  see ;  and,  to  his  kaowledge,  heartily  wished  him  out  of 

Google 


106  SPEECHES   OF   THE  [FEB.    17^ 

Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  recollect,  the  path  of  re- 
cantadoa  vaa  not  a  new  one  to  him  ;  be  had  trod  that  path  more 
than  once.  (Mr.  Pitt  said,  across  the  house,  in  what,  or  when  P} 
Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  last  year  ;  when  the  coal-tax  was  ffvea 
up ;  when  the  price  at  which  the  navy  bills  were  to  be  paid  off 
by  the  subscribers  was  altered  ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
having  at  the  same  time  declared,  that  he  gave  up  that  to  cla- 
mour which  he  had  before  obstiDately  refused  to  reason  and  jus- 
tice. He  had  conceded,  in  that  iDstance,  and  upon  a  wretched 
plea ;  he  might  also  be  said  to  have  retracted  in  r^^ard  to  his 
India  bill ;  for  there  certainly  could  not  be  a  bill  more  unlike 
the  one  he  had  opened,  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
East  India  bill  of  the  last  year  was,  when  it  passed.  Htfving 
said  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  once  more  pressed  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  accompany  him  in  leading  the  house  out  of 
its  error ;  let  them  all  tread  back  the  mistaken  road  they  had 
taken  ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  put  out  his 
power  as  a  minister,  and  lend  them  the  strength  of  his  argu- 
ments as  a  roan,  he  said,  he  would  answer  for  it,  they  would  ho- 
nestly meet  him,  and  be  sure  to  carry  their  point. 

Th«moibmtBmttgtttiBtdbj/amajorityiif39:  (md  lk»  foUoming  amemdmnt, 
propottd  bg  Lord  Mvlgraoe,  etorird,  "  Tint  tkr  Speainr  do  aequamf  the  kigk 
bailiff,  firtt,  that  he  it  not  predaded  fiy  the  rMoIufios  <if  thit  hoitie,  cmmiwm- 
eatedlo  him  on  the  Sthqf  Jme  last,  from  naktjig'arthim  tohenmer  he  thaUbe 
tati^fied  in  Ui  ovm  judgmeiU  that  he  con  to  do.  Aitd,  tramdly,  that  thit  home 
it  not  tati^fled  that  the  Kntiimi  hat  brtii  proceeded  ia  at  exptditioatlg  at  it  might 
havtbmi.  Thai,  Hit  hit  dMty  to  adapt  oKd  enforce  tuehj^tiatd  rtatmuMert- 
galatioKt,  at  th»ti  appear  to  him  matt  Ukdf  to  prtoetU  tumeetttary  dehg  m 
frUtm;  thai  he  it  not  preehded  from  to  dmag  by  tBaat<ffei)»»e»l  in  either  part]/; 
and  that  he  may  be  attured  <tf  lh»  tupport  nf  thit  hoiue  ia  the  diteharge  qf  kit 

duty." 


FSBRUART    17' 
PUBLIC    ACCODNTS. 
Mr.  Pitt  moped  for  leom  to  bri»g  in  a  biU,/or  better  ttamining  aad  amdUiag 
the  public  accoimtt  of  the  Imgdom. 

Mb.  Shebidan  rose  to  state  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  was  mistaken  in  a  particular  fact.  The  book  he  had 
alluded  to  was  not  an  authentic  voucher,  prepared  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  treasury ;  but  the  private  memorandum  book  of 
an  individual.     Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  Mr.  Pitt  of  what  bad 
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at  the  time  passed  in  debate  on  the  subject  of  that  book,  and  of 
the  amendment  that  bad  been  moved,  changing  the  words  of  the 
original  motion  in  two  places ;  in  one,  the  words,  "  It  appears 
to  this  house,"  were  changed  to  "  This  house  having  reason  to 
believe ;"  and  io  the  other,  the  words,  "  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  forty-seven  millions,'*  were  changed  to  "  large  sums  of 
rooocy." 

Mr.  Pitt  admitttd  Mr.  Simdn  wtt  comet,  mid  that  he,  Mr.  Pill,  had 
OTtd  in  trkal  Ae  b^ort  taid. 


PKBaOABT  IS. 
WEBTMlMSTEa    BCBDTINY, 

CUoafl  FUepairiek  ae^umnttd  the  toue,  thai  he  had  m  hi*  hand  a  pelifioit 
fnm  the  eleelore  qf  Watmiiuler,  pragimg  Io  bt  heard  by  oomud  at  tM»-bar,  in 
drfeaee  of  their  jutt  rigUt  a»d  prtBUega,  audio  elate  new  faelM  which  thegteere 
ml  appriaed  of  at  the  time  iff  preteniing  their  former  petition.  He  elated  the 
variety  of  diffiaUtin  and  ditadvantages  they  laboured  under  ;  and  that  they  eon- 
teieed  ant  great  reaeon  of  the  eentlim/  being  continued,  wa*  omng  to  the  evidence 
mhiek  too*  adduced  at  Ihe  bar  lome  daj/e  rinee,  betng  tneompetent  and  d^ecfive. 
He  dtnirtd  Ihe  honee  la  eaB  to  ill  reeoUection,  that  partieniar  etret  ma*  bdd,  m 
a  former  dAale,  on  Mr.  Fu  being  (Ay  nf  going  into  the  pafiehet  of  St.  Mar. 
fare!  and  St.  John.  Since  that  d^aie,  a  fad  had  come  out,  lehieh  very  nneh 
engaged  the  ailenlion  qf  Ihe  public,  and  which  he  conceived  Konld  tnrprite  Ihe 
hotue,  when  he  came  to  relate,  thai  the  high  bailiff',  '^  ""'  '^  'if  *oeeting, 
after  he  hadreeeioed  hie  new  order*,  in  the  pretence  (^f  tone  hundred*  qfelecfore; 
and  before  eevend  member*  tf  parliament,  openly  declared,  and  anlHorited  them 
to  ilate,  "  that  an  offer  too*  made  bf  the  cotmtel  for  Mr.  Fbx,  vhilel  in  the 
pariek  ^  St.  Amu,  to  go  next  into  Ihepariehet  iff  SI,  Margaret  and  St.  John; 
wUek  propotition  wai  n^keed  by  the  eonntel  iff  Sir  Cecil  Wray.''  TTter^ore, 
wheneDer  evidence  of  thai  fact  wa*  produced  at  their  bar,  he  trutied  they  would 
put  an  end  to  *o  dettncHve  a  meaturt  a*  the  teruiiny,  which  teat  carrying  on  oon- 
trary  Io  law  or  jtitlice.  In  order  to  ihaw  that  he  had  not  ilaltd  the  petition 
folteUf,  he  begged  leave  to  read  it,  which  he  did  a*  follow* : — 

"  TO   THE    HONODBABLE    THE    HOUSE   OF    COUHONS. 

"  He  hpible  petition  of  Ihe  per*ont,  iiiho*e  name*  are  tubtcribed,  in  beha(f  of 

thenuehet,  and  ttveral  thoutand  elector*. 

"  Thai  your  petitioner*,  undentanding  that  a  motion  had  bmi  made  ht  Ihi* 
honourable  houte,  relative  to  the  election  for  Wettmin*ter,  and  that  the  high 
baH^f  of  thii  city,  and  hi*  two  amamira,  had  boen  ordered  to  attend,  ahtlainei 
from  deiiring  Ihi*  honourable  honee  lopermif  then  to  nffer  any  evidence  relative 
to  Ihe  tcrutiny  carried  on  for  Weetmintler,  or  to  be  heard  by  their  couneel  in 
tupport  Iff  their  right*. 

"  7%at  yovr  petitionrri  have  now  reaeon  to  believe,  that  the  evidence  given  at 
the  bar  of  Ihi*  honouriMe  houte,  wa*  defective  and  incompetent;  andthat  fartkw 
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wuU»rial_evidrne*  Mag  br  laid  b^on  tkit  lummtrablt  Ikmm,  touduag  He  mud 

"  Your  pelilioneTM,  therefore,  htmbtf  prog  thtM  himourable  houtt,  iiat  Ikqf 
mag  be  permilled  lo  produce  such  evidence,  and  to  be  heard  by  their  coiuttri  at 
the  bar  qf  IhU  kanoarable  houee." 

Mr.  Sheeidan  stated  the  propriety  of  the  petition,  and  ^t 
the  evidence  meant  to  be  adducoi  could  not  be  given  before. 
The  petition  was  couched  in  decent  terms,  and  therefore,  he  pre- 
Eumed,  might  be  beard ;  for  be  trusted  no  person  would  ixy 
down  the  doctrine,  that  the  proceeding  of  parliament  was  not 
liable  to  be  arraigned. 

The  motion  vat  agreed  lo. 


Fbbbdart  31. 
weatuimstek  scrctimy. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  hearing  eoiauel  on  b^a^  qf  tie  dedar*  <if  fVe*t- 
imntler  in  npparl  af  their  petition  wa*  moved  and  read.  Colonel  FUxpairide 
then  oumtd  "  T%at  the  atunetl  be  note  eaUtd  i«,"  but  before  the  qtmlian  could  be 
pya  on  Ihii  motion.  Lord  Fyederide  Campbell  moved  nii  amendment,  addinff 
"  that  the  eouneel  be  mlrained  from  going  into  ai^  maileri  buf  tuth  ae  tend  to 
prove  the  evidence  <iffered  at  the  bar  aflkit  honte  m  the  9th  drfeelive  OMd  tH- 
oonpUte;  or  mch  other  maltere  aemay  have  brtn  diteovered  nnee  the  order  ef 
the  tame  date." 

Mb.  Shekidan  was  of  opinion,  that  the  noble  lord's  amend- 
ment would  lead  the  house  into  a  greater  incondst^icy  than 
that  from  which  he  would  be  thought  desirous  to  guard  it; 
for  the  house  having  rec^ved,  and  caused  to  be  read,  a  petition 
from  some  electors  of  Westminster,  and  ordered  that  they  should 
have  leave  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel  in  support  of  the  same, 
the  noble  lord  wanted  to  persuade  gentlanen  to  make  the  house 
in  the  present,  reject  what  in  the  former  it  bad  adopted  and  or- 
dered. This  would  be  an  inconsistency  the  more  inexcusable,  as 
there  was  not  so  much  as  a  single  argument  advanced  that  could 
give  a  colour  to  such  a  proceeding.  This  petition,  on  wUch  the 
electors  wished  to  be  heard,  had  no  necrasary  connection  with 
any  other ;  and  therefore  it  was  a  most  curious  circumstance, 
that,  for  fear  any  thing  should  be  said  about  another  petition, 
with  which  the  present  was  uncwinected,  the  counsel  were  to  be 
restrained  from  speaking  in  support  of  the  allegations  of  their 
clients,  who  had  already  received  the  leave  of  the  house  (o  plead 
their  cause  by  proxy  ;  but  if  their  proxy  was  to  be  restrained 
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front  pleading  in  support  of  the  petiticHi,foT  what  purpose  could 
leave  have  been  given  P  The  petition  was  far  tmai  being  disre- 
spectful ;  for  though  the  electors  complained  that  they  were  de- 
prived of  their  representations,,  they  said  they  had  paid  thtii 
riiare  of  the  taxes  that  had  be«i  inaposed  by  a  parliament  in 
which  they  were  not  represented.  In  order  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  the  uneadment,  he  moved  an  amendment  upon  it,  so  that 
the  ameoded  amendment  would  run  thus:  "  and  that  they  be 
restrained  from  going  into  any  matter  not  contained  in  the  said 
petition,  in  support  of  which  the  petitioners  had  prayed,  and 
obtained  leave  of  the  house  to  he  heard  by  their  counsel." 

Mr.  Sheridan  aft^wards  defended  bis  amendment,  and  con- 
tended that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  not  absolutely  to 
arda  the  high  baililF  to  make  a  return,  but  to  take  measures  by 
which  that  object  might  be  attained.  If  the  bouse  were  so  tena- 
ooue  of  condstencies,  and  that  the  high  bailiff  stood  so  much 
upon  his  oath,  the  bouse  need  only  take  away  his  discretion ; 
they  might  withdraw  that  authority  under  which  he  conceived 
himself  to  act,  and  accept  his  return.  This  would  sufficiently 
remove  all  the  objections  on  the  score  of  the   high    bailiff's 


jf/ler  lUt  qutttiiM  wot  put.  on  Lord  F.  CamfMt*  oMfliifaMiif ,  (9M  303 ; 
«oe«145.    Jifr.  Enlimt  luuL  Mr.  Figott  bti»g  UitneatMlo  f i«  to-,  the/omter 
oJJnaeihiMK^  to  the  tptaktr. 
"Sir, 

"  Am  mf  hanud  firind  and  I  eamtot  tnhmil  to  Ihe  rettraM  tehieh  ISt  houtt, 
nt  it*  witdon,  hoM  beat  pltated  to  impote  upon  *>,  teithoul  departing  Jrom  the 
poeifive  hutnetioM  (ff  the  electori  of  Wettniin»ter,  tehoee  rightt,  Aotder  the  law, 
*M  iBtrt  engaged  oad  prtpand  at  lam/en,  to  owerf  and  uqtport,  we  mutt  btg 
Imm  la  mthdnoB  owrttleetfron  the  bar" 

TKqr  oceonlia^lji  reiirtd.  The  high  6«It]f  wot  then  eaOed  to  the  bar:  and 
^teran  examination  aad/erlher  debate,  itwa$  decided  bg  a  mt^oriig  ^  mm  to 
eentimHe  Ike  §ertiii*if. 


Mutca  4. 

OFFICE    EBrofiM    BILL. 
Vjpott  the  quettion  "  Tiat  tkit  biil  be  engntetd," 
Ma-  Shekidan  rose  and  said,  he  bad  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion, not  to  let  the  bill  go  to  the  third  reading,  when  he  flattered 
bimsdf  he  ^ould  be  able — certainly  not  to  conceive  the  right 
honourable  goitleman,  but — to  show  bini  that  the  {nvsent  bill 


C^.ooglc 


no  SPEECHES   OF   THE  [mAR.  3, 

was  abH^utdy  aod  entirely  unnecessBry ;  because  die  board  at 
treasury  had  all  the  powers  the  bill  proposed  to  invest  in  com- 
raissiouerB  vested  in  them  already.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  mi- 
nute of  the  ireasuiy  which  he ,  had  moved  would,  he  trasted, 
bear  him  out  in  this  assertion  ;  but  as  it  was  not  presented  be- 
fore Friday  last,  he  really  had  not  time  to  read  it  with  suffieieBt 
attentim  to  speak  upon  it  at  that  moment ;  but  he  was  pretty 
confident  it  was  sufficient  ground  for  him  to  stand  mi.  At  (we- 
«ent,  if  he  objected  at  all  to  the  report,  he  should  have  moved, 
by  way  of  amendmeut,  to  leave  out  the  names  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  to  insert,  in  their  stead,  the  names  of  the  lords  of 
the  treasury.  But  not  seeing  any  particular  reason  to  press  the 
debate  then,  he  would  let  the  bill  be  made  as  gtx>d  a  bill  aa  it 
possibly  could  be  ;  and  then,  in  its  perfect  state,  argue  against 
its  principle.  Mr.  Sheridan  said  farther,  that  the  same  argu- 
.  ment  that  applied  in  objection  to  the  former  bill,  applied  in  ab- 
jection to  the  present.  That  objection  had  been  used  in  the 
other  bouse,  where,  when  the  former  bill  had  been  thrown  out, 
ctHnplaint  had  been  made  of  its  being  left  to  them  to  do  dirty 
work,  and  to  throw  out  a  popular  IhU.  Mr.  Sheridan  added, 
that  the  former  bill  had  certainly  been  a  bill  the  most  nonsend- 
cal,  absurd,  aod  ridiculous,  that  ever  was  insaeA,  and  the 
authors  of  it  had  been  heartily  ashamed  of  it. 


Marcb  8. 
office  befobm  bill. 

7^  ordtr  nf  tite  day,  that  Vat  hiU  be  read  a  third  time,  wof  moved  <md  read, 
Mb.  Shebioan  rose  to  make  good  his  assertions  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  relative  to  there  being  no  necessity  for  any  sudi  bill ; 
as  the  board  of  treasury  already  possessed  full  powers  to  do 
every  thing  which  the  bill  avowed  for  its  object  He  began  hy 
observing,  that  it  was  not  the  same  bill  as  that  of  a  former  ses- 
sion, since  at  least  four-fiths  of  the  former  bill  were  not  in  the 
present.  He  th«i  stated  the  minute  of  the  board  of  treasury  in 
Lord  Sbelburne's  administration ;  and  reasoned  upon  it  as  a 
proof  that  an  inquiry,  similar  to  that  proposed  to  be  instituted 
by  the  bill,  hod  been  gone  into.  He  quoted  the  minute  of  the 
board  of  treasury  likewise  in  the  Duke  of  Portland's  adminis- 
tration, to  prove  that  they  had  also  ordered  a  similar  inquiry. 
He  next  examined  the  qualifications  of  two  of  the  three  e(m- 
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nuEsioners  named  in  the  new  bill ;  and  urged  the  absurdity  of 
appointing  comptrollers  of  army  aconiDts  to  reform  the  trea- 
saty ;  to  the  control  of  which  they  were  themsdTes  subject 
He  said,  he  suppoeed  the  appointment  of  two  such  persons  to 
the  cammission  was  for  the  sake  of  fair  play ;  and  that  as  the 
treasury  had  some  time  since  reformed  the  comptrollers  of  army 
accounts,  that  they  should  now  in  their  turn  be  permitted  to  re- 
farm  the  treasury.  He  dwelt  on  this  for  some  time ;  and  then 
went  into  a  minute  examination  of  the  bill,  clause  by  clause ; 
arguing  upon  each,  both  in  regard  to  the  wording,  the  expres- 
sion, and  the  style;  and  with  T^;ard  to  the  necessity,  expe. 
diency,  and  policy  of  the  several  provisos.  He  charged  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  having  shown  himself  re- 
markably ioatt«itive  to  the  drawing  of  public  bills ;  and  said, 
he  expected  he  would  soon  bring  in  a  sweeping  bill,  to  amend 
and  explain  every  one  of  the  revenue  acts  of  the  last  session. 
The  loose,  careless,  and  unint^igible  manner  in  which  they 
were,  almost  every  one  of  them,  drawn,  had  excited  the  con- 
tempt of  the  whole  country.  Accuracy  of  style  and  intelligence 
of  expression  were,  he  said,  as  necessary  parts  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament, as  the  soundness  of  its  principle,  and  the  salutary  effects 
of  its  operation.  He  pointed  out  the  extravagant  powers  given 
to  the  commissioners  by  the  clause  that  enabled  tbem  to  send  fOT 
persons,  and  examine  them,  when  and  where  they  pleased.  He 
said,  under  such  a  boundless  and  unlimited  authority,  they 
might  send  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him, 
or  for  the  Speaker,  to  Brighthelm  stone,  or  any  other  watering- 
place,  and  order  them  to  bring  all  their  papers  with  them.  He 
said,  he  was  aware  that  he  was  stating  the  case  largely ;  but  in 
considering  a  hill  of  that  nature,  he  had  a  right  to  argue  it  in 
the  extreme ;  and  to  show  to  what  an  extent  of  absurdity,  op- 
pression, and  inj  ustice  the  letter  of  the  bill  went.  After  putting 
a  variety  of  hypothetical  cases,  in  order  to  present  the  defects  of 
the  bill  the  more  glaringly,  he  said,  it  was  not  out  of  bis  recoU 
lectitHi  that,  in  answer  to  all  he  had  urged,  it  might  be  said,  the 
same  powers  were  already  given  by  an  existing  act  of  parliament, 
— the  act  instituting  the  commissioners  of  the  public  accounts ; 
that  he  begged  leave  to  show  that  the  act  appointing  commis> 
siooers  of  accounts,  differed  in  some  essential  points  from  the 
present  bill.     In  the  first  place,  the  commisfiioners  of  accounts 
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bad  been  loudly  colled  for  irom  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ; — 
an  extraordJDu-y  and  momeDtous  occasion  made  it  indispeosablj 
necessary.  One  hundred  and  fifty  millions  had  been  added  to 
the  nati<»)al  debt ;  and  the  people  demanded  an  investigation 
into  the  expenditure  of  so  enormous  a  sum  of  the  public  money. 
That  investigation  could  not  be  gone  on  with  so  well  in  any 
other  hands,  as  in  those  of  commissiooers  especially  appointed 
far  the  purpose ; — ^here  then  was  a  great  necessity  for  appoint- 
ing commissioners,  and  for  entrusting  them  with  powers  of  an 
extraordinary  nature ; — a  necessity  that  justified  the  measure- 
In  the  present  case,  there  was  no  such  necessity;  the  object 
was  of  little  consideratioD ;  and  the  board  of  treasury  was 
fully  equal  to  it.  The  bill,  in  fact,  had  no  great  view  worthy 
the  means  it  authorised ;  it  was  a  rat-catching  bill,  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  prying  into  vermin  abuses.  Again,  the  com- 
missioners of  accounts  were  men  in  no  ofiicial  situation,  subject 
to  the  control  of  those  into  whose  conduct  they  were  to  inquire. 
The  new  commissioners,  he  had  already  proved,  were  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  treasury.  In  the  next  place,  the  commia* 
sioners  of  accounts  were  from  time  to  time  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  parliament  -,  who  were  by  that  means  to  watch  over 
their  ccmduct.  The  new  commissioners  were  to  make  no  re- 
ports to  parliament,  but  merely  to  the  board  of  treasury.  A 
fourth  matter  of  difference  was,  the  commissioners  of  accounts 
were  named  by  parliament ;  the  new  commissioners  by  the 
crown ;  which  was  to  appoint  a  successor  in  case  of  death  or 
resignation.  Mr.  Sheridan  reasoned  on  these  four  essential 
matters,  in  which  the  act,  instituting  a  commission  of  accounts, 
difiered  from  die  present  bill.  He  concluded  with  sayiog,  that 
he  flattered  himself  he  had  shown  that  the  present  bill  was  un- 
necessary, that  it  was  absurd,  and  that  it  gave  powers  of  an 
alarming  and  unconstitutional  nature. 

Mr.  Pin  haoiay  repUtd, 

Mr.  Sheridui  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  he  wished  the  right 
honour^e  gentleman,  instead  of  answering  arguments  that  bad 
not  been  used,  had  confined  himself  to  such  as  had.  He  bad 
not  said  oue  word  of  the  high  diaracter  of  the  Duke  of  P<Hrt- 
]«nd.  Lord  John  Cavendish,  or  Mr.  Montagu,  but  had  spoken 
<£  the  minute  itself,  to  show  that  an  inquiry  had  been  ordered. 
With  regard  to  its  being  an  inquiry  into  such  fees  and  emidu- 
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ments  as  were  legal,  it  was  that,  and  that  only ;  because  the 
board  of  treasury  knew  that  the  heads  of  the  different  offices 
would  of  themselves  take  care  to  prevent  any  ill^al  fees  being 
taken.  Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  the  bouse  that  he  had  stated 
four  grand  and  essential  points ;  in  which  the  act  appointing  the 
commission ers  of  public  accounts  differed  from  the  present  bill; 
whereas  it  had  not  been  attempted  to  answer  him  but  in  ooe — 
and  in  that  most  feebly.  As  to  the  act  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  receive  the  claims  of  the  American  refugees,  the  read- 
ing of  which  had  been  so  triumphantly  recommended  to  him,  it 
was  an  act  that  gave  no  powers  of  an  alarming,  or  an  extraordi- 
nary nature ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  of  the  least  importance, 
constitutionally  considered,  whether  the  crown  or  parliament 
appointed  the  successor  or  successors  in  case  of  death  or  re- 
signation. 

Tht  jtuttio*  wu  pul  awd  carried  miihoat  a  dtvitioa. 


WBSTUINSTKI    SCRDTIKY, 


0»tkt  3rd  qf  March  Mr.  Fax  hadt»oi>ed"  thai  ihefamrr  raolutioiu  of  the 
hmtt  rttprclmg  tht  temlitiy  Mhoidd  be  reteiadttl  and  eroMdfrom  the  journalt," 
Tlti  Kotion  it  tDot,  hoKeeer.  agreed  to  poitpoite  to  afiiitcre  day,  il  being  a  late 
howT  ukai  propomd.  On  the  Qth  the  order  for  retamug  the  adjourned  debate 
vu  Morvd  (a  bt  read. 

Ma.  Shesidam  rose  to  take  notice,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had,  in  the  course  of  bis  speech,  glanced  more 
than  once  at  him ;  and  insinuated  that  he  was  answerable  for  the 
questionable  shape  of  the  return,  and  the  nature  of  the  paper  of 
the  high  bailiff,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  annexed  to  the 
writ  for  Middlesex. 

"n^peakir  taid,  at  Me  i^air  at  the  return  had  been  adjiultd  in  a  very  /Am 
lone,  and  that  vet  a  very  full  ime,  he  mmid  take  that  opportiaity  ofetating 
ii*partienlar*<iflhetriiiuaetuM.  Jie  Speaker  then etattd,  that  in  eonmpanee^ 
the  latt  order  of  the  home,  relative  to  the  lerutiay,  the  high  baH\ffand  the  depnfg 
clerk  af  the  creien  had  been  at  a  late  in  tvhat  manner  tke  return  ahonld  be  m&da 
Mi  and  received.  TTtat  he  had  ordered  Ike  d^mty  clerk  of  the  eroion  to  attend 
the  next  dag,  to  receive  inttmetioni  ^the  houee.  That  the  deputy  derk  of  the 
ermn  had,  in  eomequence,  attended  on  tht  Friday;  vhen  he  had  thought  il  hit 
duly  to  ttatt  to  the  honte  the  eate  <f  th/e  tent  fur  Elgin;  and  the  hmte  had 
ordered  the  relnmfor  fVettmhuler  to  beaimeftd  to  tke  vrilfor  Middleatit. 
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Mr.  Sheridaa  thanked  the  Speaker  for  having  given  the  house 
the  information  he  hod  stated ;  and  desired  that  it  might  be 
remembered  that  his  idea  had  been  to  antedate  the  return,  and 
to  make  it  bear  the  same  date  as  the  writ ;  because  it  was 
extremely  absurd  to  annex  s  return  to  the  writ,  bearing  date 
later  than  the  writ  was  in  existence.  There  was,  he  said,  a 
wide  difference  between  the  a£Fair  of  Elgin  and  the  present  case. 
The  precept  for  Elgin  was  dated  within  the  return  of  the  writ 
for  Elginshire ;  but,  by  some  accidental  blunder,  had  not  been 
returned  to  the  sheriif,  to  be  by  Itim  delivered  into  the  crown 
office  with  his  writ.  The  return  for  Westminster  was,  they  all 
knew,  dated  many  months  after  the  20th  of  May,  17^4,  the 
day  on  which  the  writ  was  returnable.  Mr.  Sheridan  read  to 
the  house  the  resolutions  of  the  same  day ;  in  order  to  show  them 
that  the  resolution  implied,  that  the  scrutiny  was  illegal ; — a 
ground  which  his  friends  had  not  once  abandoned  in  the  course 
of  the  business ;  but  had  always  adhered  to,  as  was  evinced  hy 
their  having  kept  uniformly  to  the  same  proposition.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him,  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  appeared  to  know  but  little  about  the  act  of  parliament, 
to  which  he  had  referred  as  a  statute,  regulating  the  elections 
for  London,  and  declaring  a  scrutiny  there  to  be  lawful.  It  is 
necessary  very  frequently,  he  added,  for  gentlemen  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  the  times  in  which  particular  acts 
passed,  and  the  history  of  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
passed,  to  understand  them  perfectly.  The  act  in  question  was 
not  originally  brought  in  as  a  bill  for  regulating  the  election  of 
members  of  parliament  to  serve  for  the  city  of  London,  but  for 
the  election  of  mayors,  sheriffs,  and  other  city  magistrates  and 
officers.  At  the  time,  there  had  been  great  disturbances  in 
London,  upon  the  subject  of  choosing  sheriffs ;  and  matters  had 
been  carried  with  so  high  a  hand,  that  the  city  was  in  danger  of 
being  without  sheriffs — a  circumstance  that  would  have  been 
attended  with  infinite  inconvenience.  On  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
sion a  bill  had  been  brought  in  to  regulate  the  election  of  sheriK 
and  other  city  officers.  While  that  bill  was  in  the  house,  it  was 
suggested  by  a  member,  that  the  city  also  held  elections  for 
members  of  parliament,  and  that  it  might  be  as  well  to  introduce 
some  clauses  that  might  refer  to  them.  Hence  the  present  act^ 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hod  arguett  upon,  as  if  its 
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sole  and  principal  <d)ject  bad  been  to  regulate  the  city  elections 
of  memberB  of  parliament.  Mr.  Sheridan  read  two  extracts 
from  the  act,  to  show  that  it  only  recogoixed  the  scrutiny 
on  tbe  election  for  eherifiB  an  a  lawftU  Gcrutiny ;  which,  he 
said,  it  might  well  do,  as  the  city  had  a  right  under  its  charter 
to  make  bye-laws,  and  a  scrutiny  on  an  election  for  sheriffs  was 
sanctioned  by  those  bye-laws ;  but  the  act  in  those  clauses, 
which  referred  to  the  election  by  wardmotes,  dropped  the  word 
lawful,  and  only  talked  generally  of  a  scrutiny,  without  recog- 
nizing its  l^ality.  Mr.  Sheridan  added  some  other  arguments, 
all  tending  to  convince  the  house  that  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said,  as  to  the  necessity  that  they  should 
extend  their  protection  to  the  high  bailiff  who  had  been  drawn 
in  (as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  phrased  it)  by  the 
house  to  go  on  with  the  scrutiny,  amounted  to  nothing.  Those 
arguments,  he  said,  should  have  been  urged  before ;  because 
the  house  had  withdrawn  its  protection  from  the  high  bailiff  the 
moment  they  came  to  the  former  resolution,  viz.  that  in  which 
they  set  the  high  bailiff  at  liberty  to  make  a  return,  without 
waiting  for  the  orders  of  the  house.  Mr.  Sheridan,  before  he 
sat  down,  contended  that,  for  the  sake  of  consistency,  all  those 
gentlemen  wbd  had  voted  for  the  resohition  of  Tuesday,  must 
vote  for  the  motion  of  rescinding  it  now.  Those  who  had  uni- 
formly defended  the  conduct  of  the  high  bailiff,  and  thought 
diat  a  scrutiny  carried  on  after  the  writ,  under  which  the  pre- 
cept for  the  election  for  Westminster  had  been  held,  was  a  legal 
proceeding,  he  certainly  did  not  expect  would  vote  wiUi  him 
that  day. 

March  U. 
ibish  resolutions. 
Mr.  SUimkf  prtitnted  a  pttiiio*  Migxed  bf  maig  IhotuoMU  iff  tka  mminfae. 
Nrtrt  of  llu  tovn  and  meinilif  of  Maneiittttr,  agahul  IKe  Irith  Rrtobttim,' 
amd  prxifing  to  bt  !ttard  bg  coiautl.  Mr.  SlOidel/  Kuhrd  thtg  might  be  !ieard  on 
Ike  Ttmrtday  fbUowug.  Mr.  PUt  abjectrd  lo  Iht  dtlay  tff  t/iree  dnyt.  and 
wioved  that  they  ihouid  bt  heard  on  Wtdmndag. 

Me,  Shrridak  remarked  on  the  turn  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the   Exchequer  bad  given  to  the   arguments  of  his  right 

*  1.  Tbat  it  is  highly  important  to  the  generttl  interests  of  the  Britith  em- 
pire, that  the  iatercoaree  and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  , 
,  2  'glc 


116  SPEECHES   OF   THE  [MARCH  14, 

honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Fox)  who  had  not  said  that  the  present 
petitions  had  been  received  on  Friday,  but  that  Dumbers  would, 
in  consequence  of  that,  be  received;  and  which  he  himself 
believed   would  certainly  prove   true  eventually.     The   right 

should  be  fin&lly  regulated  on  penDADent  and  equitable  priaciples,  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  coaotries. 

3.  That  a  fnll  participatioD  of  commercial  advantages  Bbould  be  permanently 
secured  to  Ireland,  nbeaCTer  a  provision  equally  permanent  and  secure  shall 
be  made  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defrayiog.  in  proportion 
to  it*  growing  prosperity,  the  neceMary  expenses  in  time  of  peace,  of  protect' 
iDg  the  trade  and  general  mtErests  of  the  empire. 

3.  That  towards  carrying  into  full  effect  so  desirable  a  settlement,  it  is  fit 
and  proper  that  all  articles  not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britaia 
or  Ireland,  shoald  be  imported  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally, 
under  the  same  regulations  and  at  the  same  duties,  if  subject  to  duties,  to 
which  they  are  liable  when  imported  directly  from  the  place  of  their  growth, 
product,  or  manufacture ;  and  that  all  daties  originally  paid  on  importation 
into  nther  country  respectively,  "  except  on  arrack  and  foreign  brandy,  and 
on  mm,  and  on  all  sorts  of  strong  waters,  not  imparted  from  the  British 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies  or  America,"  shall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  expor- 
tation to  the  other. 

4.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  interests  of  the  British  empire, 
that  the  laws  for  regulating  trade  and  navigation  should  be  the  same  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  therefore,  that  it  is  essential  towards  carrying  into 
effect  the  present  settlement,  that  all  laws  which  have  been  made,  or  shall  be 
made  in  Great  Britain,  for  securing  exclusive  privileges  to  the  ships  and  mari- 
ners of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  British  colonies  and  plantations, 
and  for  regulating  and  restraining  the  trade  of  the  British  colonies  and  plan- 
tations, shall  be  in  farce  in  Ireland  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Great  Britain  : 
and  that  proper  measures  should  from  time  to  time  be  taken,  for  eflectually 
carrying  the  same  into  execution. 

5.  That  it  is  further  essential  to  this  settlement,  that  all  goods  and  commo- 
dities of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  British  or  foreign  colonies,  in 
America  or  the  West  Indies,  and  the  British  or  foreign  settlements  on  the 
coasts  of  Africa,  imported  into  Ireland,  should,  on  importation,  be  subject  to 
the  same  duties  as  the  like  goods  are,  or  from  time  to  time  shall  be  subject 
to,  upon  importation  into  Great  Britain. 

6.  That  in  order  to  prevent  illicit  practices,  injnrious  to  the  revenue  and 
commerce  of  both  kingdoms,  it  is  expedient  that  all  goods,  whatber  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britaia  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  foreign 
cooQtry,  which  shall  hereafter  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland, 
or  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  should  be  put,  by  laws  to  be  passed  in  the 
parliament  of  the  two  kingdoms,  under  the  same  regulations  with  respect  to 
bonds,  cockets,  and  other  instruments,  to  which  the  like  goods  art  now  sub- 
ject, in  passing  from  one  port  of  Great  Britain  to  another;  and  that  all  goods, 
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honourable  gentleman  had  often  taken  an  opportunity  to  com- 
ment with  asperity  on  the  papers  which  had  been  circulated 
among  the  people,  and  which  he  termed  misrepresentations. 
But  as  those  papers  had  contained  merely  a  few  extracts  from 

tbe  growth,  prodoce,  or  muiafaetare  of  Irelaod,  imparted  into  Great  BriUiD, 
be  Kccompaaied  with  a  like  certificate,  aa  is  now  required  by  law,  on  the  im- 
portation of  Iriah  linens  into  Great  Britain. 

7.  That  for  the  like  pnipoM  it  is  also  eipcdient  that  when  any  goods,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  maoDfacture  of  the  British  West  India  islands,  shall  be 
shipped  frucQ  Ireland  for  Great  Britain,  they  shall  be  accompuiied  with  sach 
original  certificates  of  the  revenae  officers  of  tbe  British  sugar  colonies,  as 
•hall  be  required  by  law  on  importation  into  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  when  the 
whole  quantity  inclnded  in  one  certificate  shall  not  be  shipped  at  any  one  time, 
the  original  certificate,  properly  endorsed  as  to  quantity,  should  be  sent  with 
the  Bnt  parcel;  and  to  identify  the  remainder,  if  shipped  at  any  future  period 
new  certificates  should  be  granted  by  the  principal  officers  of  tbe  ports  in 
Ireland,  extracted  from  a  register  of  the  original  docaments,  specifying  the 
qoantities  before  shipped  from  thence,  by  what  vessels,  and  to  what  port. 

8.  That  it  is  essential  forcarryinginto  effect  tbepresent  settlement,  that  all 
goods  exported  from  Ireland  to  the  British  colonies  in  tbe  West  Indies  or 
America,  shonld  from  this  time  be  made  liable  to  such  duties  and  drawbacks, 
and  put  nnder  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  not  be  exported  with  less  incumbrance  of  duties  on  impositions  than  the 
like  goods  shall  be  burthened  with  when  exported  from  Great  Britain. 

9.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  general  commercial  interests  of  the  empire,  that 
DO  goods  ofthe  growth,  produce,  or  mauafactnre  of  any  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  shonld  be  importable  into  Ireland  from  any  foreign 
Eoropean  conntry;  and  that  so  long  as  the  parliament  of  this  kingdam  shall 
think  it  advisable  that  the  commerce  to  tbe  countries  beyond  the  Cspe  of  Good 
Hope  shall  be  carried  on  solely  by  an  exclusive  company,  no  goods  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  mannfacture  of  the  said  countries  shonld  be  allowed  to 
h«  imported  into  Ireland,  bnt  through  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  ships  going 
from  Great  Britain  to  any  of  tbe  said  countries  beyond  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
•honld  not  be  restrsinsd  from  touching  at  any  of  the  porta  in  Ireland,  and 
taking  on  board  there  any  of  tbe  goods  of  the  gronth,  produce,  or  ntanufac- 
tnrc  of  that  kingdom. 

10.  That  it  is  necessary,  for  the  general  benefit  of  tbe  British  empire,  that 
DO  prohibition  should  exist  in  either  country  against  the  importation,  use,  or 
Bale  of  any  article,  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  ofthe  other  ("except 
such  as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  gpon  com, 
meal,  malt,  flout,  and  biscuits,"}  and  that  the  duty  on  the  imporlation  of  every 
sotfa  article,  if  subject  to  duty  in  either  country,  shonld  be  precisely  the  same 
ID  the  one  country  as  in  the  other,  except  where  an  addition  may  be  necessary, 
in  cither  conntry,  in  consequence  of  an  ioternal  duty  on  anystKh  article  ofits 
own  consumption. 
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Mr.  Orde's  speech  in  the  Irish  house  of  commons,  the  misre- 
presentations therefore  which  he  had  reprobated  belonged  solely 
to  the  person  who  had  acted  uoder  his  authority. '  Whether  that 
charge  was  just  or  not,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say ;  but  it 

11.  Ttat  in  all  cuea  where  the  datiesonarticlct  of  the  gnmtli,  product,  or 
manufacture  of  either  coaotry,  are  different  on  the  importalioD  into  the  other, 
it  is  eipedient  that  they  Bbould  be  reduced  ia  the  kingdom  where  they  are  tl>e 
highest,  to  the  amount  payable  in  the  other ;  and  that  all  luch  articles  ihoald 
be  eiportable  from  the  kingdom  into  which  they  shall  be  imported,  aa  free 
from  duty  as  any  similar  coramoditiea,  or  home  manufactures  of  the  tame 
kingdom. 

12.  Iliat  it  ia  also  proper,  that  in  all  eases  where  the  articles  of  conaamp. 
tion  of  either  kingdom  aball  be  charged  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  manu- 
facture, the  same  manufacture,  when  imported  from  the  other,  may  be  charged 
with  a  further  duty  on  importation,  adequate  to  countervail  the  interna)  dnty 
on  the  manafacture,  eicept  iu  the  case  of  beer  imported  into  Ireland ;  aocb 
farther  duty  to  continue  so  loog  only  aa  the  internal  consumption  shall  be 
charged  with  the  duty  or  duties,  to  balance  which  it  shall  be  imposed  (  and 
thatwheretbereisaduty  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  material  of  any  mana- 
facture in  one  kingdom,  greater  than  the  duty  on  the  like  raw  material  in  the 
other,  or  where  the  whole  or  part  of  such  duty  un  the  raw  material  ia  drawrt 
back,  or  compensated,  on  eiportatioo  of  the  manufacture  from  one  kingdom 
to  the  other ;  such  manufacture  may,  on  its  importation,  be  charged  with  « 
countervailing  dut}-  as  may  be  sufficient  to  subject  the  same  so  imported,  to 
the  same  burdens  as  the  manufacture  composed  of  the  like  raw  material  is 
subject  to,  in  consequence  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  such  material  in  the 
kingdom,  into  which  snch  manufacture  is  so  imported;  and  the  said  manu- 
factures, so  imported,  sbali  be  entitled  to  soch  drawbacki  or  bounties  on  ex- 
portation as  may  leave  the  same  subject  to  no  heavier  burden  than  the  home- 
made manufacture. 

13.  That  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  settlement  now  intended  to  be 
established,  it  is  necessary  that  no  prohibition,  or  new,  or  additional  dutie* 
should  be  hereafter  imposed  in  either  kingdom,  on  tiie  importation  o{-mj 
article  of  the  growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of  the  other,  eicept  snch  addi- 
tional duties  as  may  be  requisite  to  balance  duties  on  internal  consamptioD, 
pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

14.  That  for  the  same  purpose  it  is  necessary,  farther,  that  no  prohibition, 
or  new,  or  additional  duty,  should  be  hereafter  imposed  in  either  kingdom  on 
the  exportation  of  any  article  of  native  growth,  product,  or  manufacture,  from 
thence  to  Ihe  other ;  except  such  as  either  kingdom  may  deem  eipedient,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  com,  meal,  malt,  dour,  aod  biscuits. 

15.  That  for  the  same  purpose,  it  is  necesiary  that  no  bounties  whatsoe^pr 
should  be  paid  or  payable  in  either  kingdom  on  the  exporlalion  of  any  article 
to  the  other,  eicept  such  aa  relate  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  btscuits,  beer, 
and  spirits  distilled  from  com,  and  such  as  are  in  the  nature  of  di 
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appeared  to  all,  that  the  two  mmisters  differed  exceedingly  in 
their  statements.  So  great  indeed  had  the  difference  been,  that 
if  he  gave  credit  to  Mr.  Orde's  assertions,  as  an  English  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  ne  could  not  vote  for  the  propoaitions ;  and 
were  he  to  assent  to  all  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
here  had  advanced,  as  a  well-wisher  to  Ireland,  he  most  cer- 
tainly would  reject  his  proffers.  That  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  observed,  had  disclaimed  any  assistance  from  the 
reports  of  the  committee  of  council,  and  had  thereby  informed 
the  house,  that  those  reports  were  intended  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  justify,  if  possible,  a  measure  which  was  already  deter- 
mined.   The  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  insisted,  that  the 


compeDsationB  for  duties  paid ;  \ad  tbat  no  bonntj'  thonld  be  granted  oo  the 
eiportation  of  any  article  to  any  British  colonies  or  plukt&tions  ;  or  on  the 
eiportatioa  of  any  article  imported  from  the  British  plantations,  or  any  mann- 
betnre  made  of  soch  article,  nDlcii  in  cases  nhere  ■  similar  boonty  is  pay- 
able ID  Great  Britaia,  on  exportation  from  thence,  or  where  inch  bounty 
i*  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  drawback,  or  compensatioD  of,  or  for  duties  paid, 
OTcr  and  above  any  paid  thereon  in  Britain. 

16.  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  British  empire,  that 
the  importation  of  articles  from  foreign  states  should  be  regulated  from  time 
to  time  in  each  kingdom,  on  such  terms  as  may  aCTord  an  effectual  preference 
to  the  importation  of  similar  articlu  of  the  growth,  prodact,  or  manufacture 
of  the  other. 

17-  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  copyrights  of  the  authors  and  booksellers 
of  Great  Britain  should  contiuue  to  be  protected  iu  the  manner  they  are  in  at 
present,  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  it  is  just  that  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  parliameDt  of  Ireland  for  giving  the  like  protection  to  the  copy- 
rights of  the  antbors  and  bookseller«  of  that  kingdom. 

18.  That  the  appropriation  of  nhalever  sum  the  gross  hereditary  revenue 
of  the  kingdom  of  Irelsud  (the  due  collection  thereof  being  secured  by  per- 
manent provision)  shall  produce,  alter  deducting  all  drawbacks,  repayments, 
or  bounties  granted  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks,  over  and  above  the  sum.of 
•LX  hundred  and  fifty- six  thousand  pounds  in  each  year,  towards  the  support 
of  the  oaval  force  of  the  empire,  to  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  shall  direct,  by  an  act  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose,  will  be 
a  satisfactory  provision,  proportioned  to  the  growing  prosperity  of  that  king- 
dom, towards  defraying,  in  time  of  peace,  the  necessary  expenses  of  protecting 
the.trade  and  general  interests  of  the  empire. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th,  rth,  8tb,  9th,  and  17th  resolutions  are  new. 

The  12th  and  ISth  resolutions  are  altkbed. 

The  words  marked  with  inverted  commas  in  the  3d  and  lOtb  resolutions. 
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tendency  of  the  general  reatdution  was  clearly  known  before  his 
declaration  of  last  Friday ;  that  the  manufacturers,  however, 
had  not  so  understood  it,  he  could  brioff  abundant  proofs;  and 
he  would  af^al  to  the  consciousness  of,  perfiaps,  a  majority  in 
that  house,  whether  it  was  clear  even  to  them.  Another  asser- 
tion of  the  same  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  been,  that  all 
the  merchants,  manufacturers,  &c.  who  had  applied  to  him,  had 
all  their  apprehensions  quieted,  and  departed  in  perfect  satis- 
faction. 

To  prove  how  equally  ill-founded  this  assertion  had  been, 
Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  read  an  advertisement  from  Mr. 
Wedgwood — whom  he  complimented  highly  as  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  probity — and  the  committee  at  the  London  Tavern, 
stating,  that  they  had  by  no  means  conceived  the  tendency  of 
the  general  resolution,  nor  had,  until  now,  viewed  it  as  con- 
clusive and  final ;  and  therefore  summoning  those  concerned  to 
consider  on  means  to  avert  the  impending  evil.  These,  he  ob- 
served, were  gentlemen  who  were  supposed  to  have  had  their 
disquiets  removed  by  the  minister ;  if  they  laboured  under  this 
misconception,  why  should  it  not  be  argued  that  a  similar  delu- 
sion had  also  prevailed  with  others  ?  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Lord  North)  had  stigmatized  the  grants  made  to 
Ireland,  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  in  the  year  1780, 
as  rash  and  inconsiderate  concessions.  He  should  now  be 
extremely  cautious,  lest  the  precipitancy  of  the  present  moment 
might  justify,  iu  future,  an  appellation  of  keener  and  more 
deserved  severity. 

Mr,  Pitft  pution  too*  wUh^mim,  <md  a  propoiUiom  madt  by  Lard  Narlli, 
that  Iht  Cmtniuionert  qf  ExcUe  awl  Ctatvm*  cAooU  be  erdertd  ta  attend  tie 
aaxt  dm/,  •  etaritdL 


*  On  the  ISth,  the  CommissioDera  w«re  cslled  iD.snd  directed  to  take  into 
their  coDBideration  the  foUowiog  questioD ;  and  to  be  ready  to  deliver  their 
opinioDS  when  they  should  be  called  upon  again  to  appear  before  the  hoQH: — 

Question. — "  Whether  the  resolutioas  of  the  Irish  parliameDt  of  the  12th 
of  February,  if  carried  into  execution,  are  likely  to  affect  the  eiecutioa  of  the 
laws  of  the  Boards  of  CuBtoms.  or  Exciw,  for  the  protection  of  trade,  in  the 
collection  of  their  reveaues ;  and  in  what  manner  I  And,  also,  nhether  these 
resolutions  nould  make  aay  alteration  with  respect  to  the  duties,  drawbacks, 
bounties,  and  prohibiiions,  on  the  trade,  and  manufactares  of  this  kingdom." 
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Apbil  11. 

TAXKS. 

JA-.  Pitt  moved,  "  7M  m  amomU  <tf  lh»  m»t  pnduot  of  the  tivtttfor  t/u 
qtMrlen  emding  5th  o/Jamiiarf,  t7S4  end  IfBS  ;  u»d  <(f  those  en^g  5th  of 
April,  irS4  and  1785,  lAovU  ie  laid  btfore  the  hotue."  He  took  a*  opporht- 
wity  ^  oftKTDMff,  thai  tht  mm  tote*  whUh  had  been  laid  ok  in  the  lait  eestion, 
affbrdtd  mteh  «  pmmite  nf  being  prttdMCtioe  at  he  mnkU  here  make  the  Aout* 
feat  perfeetlg  eati^fitd  la  the  choice  that  had  been  mad«  qf  Ihem. 

M».  Shkbidan  took  notice  of  the  very  great  fallibility  of  ge- 
neral and' loose  calculatioas  in  matters  of  finance;  and  seemed 
to  think  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  relied  too  much  on 
grounds  that  would,  when  examined  minutely,  be  found  to  fail 
him.  To  multiply  by  four,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  was  certainly  no 
very  difficult  mode  of  calculation ;  but  he  could  not  conceive 
that  the  last  quarterns  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes  could 
fairly  be  stated  to  be  a  criterion,  by  which  it  could  be  decided, 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  certunty,  what  the  produce  of  the 
taxes  would  be  upon  the  Midsummer  and  the  Michaelmas  quar- 
ters of  the  presoit  year.  He  declared,  he  believed,  that  upoD  in- 
quiry it  would  be  found,  that  the  whole  year's  produce  of  several 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  taxes  of  the  last  session  had 
been  paid  in  the  course  of  the  last  quarter,  which  would  naturally 
cause  the  amount  of  that  quarter's  produce  to  swell  in  its  axe, 
and  exceed  in  a  pretty  considerable  degree  the  produce  of  the 
preceding  quarters.  The  taxes  he  alluded  to,  were,  he  said,  the 
hat  license  tax,  the  house  tax,  the  game  licenses  and  deputa- 
tions, and  several  other  of  last  year's  taxes,  that  were  to  be  paid 
in  a  round  sum  once  every  year.  From  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated  bis  computation  of 
the  probable  amount  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  present  year's  taxes,  the  house  might  possibly  be  de- 
ceived into  a  belief,  that  there  was  not  any  deficiency  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  taxes  of  the  last 
year ;  and  that  they  would  really  bring  the  sum  for  which  they 
had  been  given,  viz.,  J'QOO.OOO.  This,  however,  he  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  was  by  no  means  likely  to  turn  out  to  be  the 
fact ;  ou  the  contrary,  he  was  induced  to  imagine,  that  the  pro- 
duce would  fall  short  of  ^900,000  in  the  gross  sum  of  £400,000. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  observed,  had  stated,  that 
i*190,000  was  to  be  deducted  from  three  millioDs  and  sixty-six 
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thousand  pounds,  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes  for 
the  quarter  ending  April  5,  1785,  the  produce  of  the  taxes  of 
the  last  session  for  that  quarter.  Admitting,  therefore,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  df  190,000  would  be  the  produce  of  the  other 
quarters  on  the  same  account,  still  the  aggregate  would  fall  coo- 
siderably  ^ort  of  £900,000.  But  he  roust  go  farther,  and  con- 
tend, that  so  large  a  sum  as  cf  190,000  was  not  likely  to  be  pro< 
duced  by  the  taxes  of  1786,  upon  each  of  the  two  quarters  to 
come;  and  that,  for  the  reason  he  had  already  stated,  viz.,  be- 
cause the  whole  yearns  amount  of  several  of  the  taxes  of  the  last 
year  bad  been  paid  in  the  course  of  the  past  quarter.  As  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  the  house  could  not 
have  too  much  information  on  the  subject  before  them,  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  he  should  move  for  an  account  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  taxes  of  the  last  year,  by  which  alone  the  bouse  could 
determine  how  far  th^r  aroount  fell  short  of  the  sum  for  which 
they  had  been  given ;  and  bow  far  the  ineinuatioo,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  taxes  were  mure  unexceptionable 
and  efiBcient  than  those  of  other  financiers  was  founded. 
Tht  tptetliim  inu  jmt  nul  agrttd  lo. 


TAX  ON  COTTONS,  COTTOU-STUFFS,  &C. 
A  rnttton  wot  made  bg  Mr,  Pitl,  for  kave  to  bring  in  a  bUI,  "  to  explain  and 
amend  an  att  paittd  in  tht  IwtKty- fourth  f/ear  nf  the  rrigiiqfhu  prtienl  M^etty, 
for  imponng  a  duty,  by  txcitf,  or  ea-tain  cotton  mamifactam,  and  to  rrprel  lo 
tnuch  of  the  laidhiUae  impoted  a  duty  on  plain  collom  and  ftatioM."  Mr.  For 
teconded  the  mofiMi.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  movtd  an  amendment  for  the  rtptal  of 
the  act  tdtoyelher.  Mr.  Pitt  hosing,  in  hi*  tpttth,  Ihretem  out  am  trnputatien  on 
the  emdence  of  the  ManeheUtr  manvfiKtuTeri, 

Mb.  Shfkidan  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  vilify  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  to  declare,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  most  unjustly  cast  aspemons  on  the  Manchester 
manufacturers,  who,  by  no  means,  merited  such  treatment ;  oo 
the  contrary,  their  evidence  was  unquestionably  founded,  and  the 
whole  of  their  conduct  had  been  most  laudable.  Mr.  Sheridan 
stated,  that  he  had  spent  part  of  the  summer  in  Lancashire,  and 
been  a  witness  to  the  infinite  pains  the  manufacturers  had  uken 
to  keep  their  numerous  workmen  quiet,  and  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country.    He  rose  principally,  Mr.  Sheridan  said, 
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to  impress  more  strongly  the  idea  suggested  by  fais  ri^t 
honourable  frieod,  viz.,  the  reprobation  of  the  doctrine  of  giving 
that  to  prejudice,  which  had  been  refused  to  reason.  Such 
doctrine  was  the  way  to  raise  clamour,  and  to  throw  the  whole 
country  into  confusion.  It  waA  pointing  out  a  mode  of  obtain- 
ing the  repeal  of  a  tax,  that  could  not  but  be  attended  with 
the  most  mischievous  consequences ;  and  therefore,  to  obviate 
it,  and  to  prove  to  the  world,  that  whatever  might  be  the  rule  of 
conduct  adopted  and  followed  by  his  Majesty's  Chancellor  of 
the  Kzchequer,  as  an  individual,  the  house  of  commons  did  not 
act  by  so  strange  a  rule.  He  diould  move  an  amendment,  which 
was,  to  insert  after  the  word  tkai,  a  few  lines,  the  purpose  of 
which  amounted  to  a  resolution,  '*that  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester  would  be  so  much 
aggrieved  and  injured,  if  the  tax  on  fustians,  cottons,  and  cotton- 
stuffs,  &c.,  &c.,  imposed  by  an  act  of  the  last  year,  were  suffered 
to  continue,  that  the  manufacture  would  be  materially  detri- 
mested,  and,  perhaps,  entirely  ruined ;  therefore  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  eiplain  and  amend,"  &c.,  &c.  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  this 
amendment  regularly. 

Mr.  ReBt  eliargul  Mr.  Sheridan  with  iaBinff  made  ok  inflammalorf  ipewft, 
wUk  a  view  to  tteitt  alarm  aid  ducoslCMt  m  the  eomitrg.  He  laid,  he  mmld 
not  tof  vho  it  KOI  thai  went  domt  to  Lanauhire  to  tlir  «p  the  mamffaeturm,  to 
let  Ihtm  againtt  the  Itueee,  md  lo  promote  iumalt  and  dieeonteni.  Nfilher  Kouid 
he  toy  who  it  was  that  dietrilmled,  or  eauted  to  be  dielribuled,  oedilioiu  and  in- 
fammatory  handbHU,  and  had  them  eiratlated  all  round  the  country ;  hut  the 
fact  wBi  K) ;  and  ^f  ht  tmild  bring  the  proqf  home  lo  the  party  he  napected,  he 
wmM  lake  the  proper  tttpt  to  hmekiM  head  If  nek  upon  Thnple-bar.  Mr.Relte 
ciargti  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  FiatoUhhamigthifttd  their  gmund.  Jlufirttof 
them  hod  seconded  the  motion,  and  declared  he  approved  highly  qf  the  Chanedlor 
of  the  Exchequer's  conduct,  end  now  the  right  homnirable  gentleman  had  said, 
he  would  vole  against  the  motion  he  promised  to  second  ;  this  teas,  in  his  opinion, 
abandoning  and  deserting  ground,  once  taken,  in  a  most  shamtfal  manner. 

Mr.  Fbx  said,  with  regard  to  the  empty  threat  of  htmtng  heads  stuck  upon 
nnpie  Bur,  he  hitie  ttot  of  any  act  wlueh  made  eimlating  han&Ult  a  capital 
offence;  bat  he  was  ignorant  of  am/ suck  fact,  tf  the  hononriAle  gentleman  had 
Eluded  to  him.  His  honourable  friend,  so  far  from  having  made  an  inflamma- 
tory speech,  tending  to  alarm  the  eounfry,  and  create  discontents  and  clamour 
against  the  taxes,  had  done  the  direct  contrary;  his  whole  speech,  and  the 
amendment  he  had  moved,  had  abvioutly  betii  calculated  to  guard  against  alarms, 
and  to  prevent  clamour  from  arising  against  other  taxes,  in  amiegnenee  of  the 
repeal  of  the  tax  on  fustians.     With  regard  lo  the  charge  <ff  haviag  sl^ttd  his 
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gntmd,  Ae  And  »( lUfttd  oi^  grtimdi  ht  had  mid,  he  apprmtd  tiftht  moliim. 
and  appromd  nf  Utli%g  tht  lax  remain  on  the  printed  cottimt,  Hidideo  UUl ; 
Jmt  a  pmi  of  order  having  n'nee  been  itarltd,  uhiek  tinek  hitt  to  be  yieU 
founded,  he  miat  »eeet$arily  volt  accordingly.  Jf  the  honinir<aie  genOemaa 
called  that  ihifling  hit  ground,  to  that  aceuealion  he  begged  leave  to  plead 
gviUy.  With  regard  to  what  the  himonrable  gentleman  had  taid,  he  iMaU  aot 
tpeak;  he  pravmed  the  hononrt^le  gentleman  wot  too  much  a  man  iff  Aonmvto 
auert  tehal  he  knew  he  coitld  not  prove. 

Mk.  Sheeioan  rose  to  say,  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
must  certainly  have  miBtaken  the  honourable  gentleman,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  said  nothiog  but  what  vaa  a 
defence  of  his  argument ;  for  what  was  his  argument,  but  an 
argument  to  prevent  the  public  from  being  misled,  and  thenoe 
alarmed  P  With  this  view,  be  had  moved  an  amendment,  de- 
claring the  reasons  for  which  the  house  agreed  to  repeal  the  tax 
on  fustians.  The  charge  of  making  inflammatory  speeches  Uy 
at  the  door  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him, 
if  it  lay  any  where,  because  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
said,  he  repealed  the  tax  on  account  v£  the  prejudices  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  not  because  it  was  burthensome  and  oppres- 
sive. Mr.  Sheridan  declared  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
make  any  reply  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  said ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  handbills,  he  really  knew  nothing  about 
them ;  but  he  could  easily  conjecture  why  the  honourable  g«t-  * 
tleman  was  so  sore  about  publications.  The  handbills  were  not 
the  compositions  that  hurt  him ;  but  compositions  less  profiaic, 
but  more  popular,  he  was  afraid,  bad  made  him  so  sore.  [Here 
a  general  laugh.]*  Mr.  8heridan  said,  he  was  aware  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  suspected  that  he  was  either  the 
author  of  those  compositioos,  or  some  way  or  other  concerned  io 
them ;  he  did  assure  him,  upon  his  honour,  he  was  not,  nor  had 
he  ever  seen  a  line  of  them  till  they  were  in  print  in  the  news- 
paper. 

Mr.  BaOetaidfheheld  the  author  nf  the  cimpontianM  aUuded  b>.  bt  he  ^tm 
he  vwM,  in  tovereign  contempt,  ai  well  a*  hii  vorke;  but  a*  the  et^JUtei  tht 
honouTohle  gentleman  and  hit  right  honourable  friend,  Iheg  were  wdcame  to 
wear  it.  He  eaw  he  had  touched  a  tore  place.  With  regard  to  there  being  no 
act  to  prevent  the  circulating  of  leditioui  hen^riUe,  for  the  taJce  qf  creating 
diecontent  in  the  country,  if  there  wai  no  tuch  act,  there  ought  to  be  one ;  and  \f 
he  knew  the  author,  ae  a  m#m6er  <ff  parliament,  he  dedared  he  woidd  tait  the 

■  MT.SheridaD  Kllnded  to  a  populsr  satire,  entitled,  "  CViftfNwmfAcJWUwf." 
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fivper  tUpi  to  fcnw  Aim  pmititd.  He  ptnUttd  in  charging  Mr.  Fbt  mth  lim. 
htg  Aifled  la*  sr«mi4,  and  taid  no  mo*  bmtg  tluntU  makt  him  oiowtat  Ai> 
fronti  tUher  ts  that  houtt  or  out  0/  it, 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  replied,  and  said,  while  the  honourable 
g«otlenian  talked  at  random,  he  should  take  no  notice  of  it ;  but 
if  he  charged  him  with  being  ccmcerned  in  circulating  any  se- 
ditious handbills,  he  would  answer  him  both  there  and  elsewhere 
very  plainly  and  very  coarsely.  Mr.  Sheridan  having  said  this, 
touched  upon  his  amendment,  which  several  gentlemen  presEed 
him  to  give  up,  to  which  he  consented. 

77t«  amrndmmii  mert  di*pf>*ed  tif,  and  f  A«  original  notion  pattfd. 


TAX   ON    FEMALE    SERVANTS. 


Mr.  Shebiuan  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  make  any  very  ludicrous 
remarks  on  the  proposed  tax  on  female  servants,  though  he 
could  not  but  ima^ne,  if  it  were  persisted  in,  it  would  occasion 
more  ridicule  than  all  the  cheerfulness  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  cope  with.  He  rose  to  state, 
chat  he  was  seriously  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a  most  unwise  tax, 
and  a  tax  that  the  public  would  never  be  easy  under.  Indeed 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  opening  it,  had  fallen  into  an 
^regious  error,  and  applied  a  principle  to  it  that  by  no  means 
could  be  supported,  as  a  principle  equally  applicable  to  the  pro- 
posed increase  and  gradation  of  increase  of  a  tax  on  male  ser- 
vants, and  to  the  intended  tax  on  female  servants.  The  keeping 
of  a  number  of  male  servants  was  indisputably  a  luxury ;  and  the 
making  those  who  chose  to  keep  a  number  pay  in  proportion  to 
it,  was  perfectly  fair  and  reasonable;  but  the  case  was  far 
otherwise  with  female  servants.  It  did  not  follow,  because  a  family 
kept  any  number  above  two  or  three,  that  they  were  more  opu- 
lent, and  more  able  to  pay  taxes,  than  those  who  kept  only  one 
or  two.  In  many  cases,  where  three  or  four  female  servants 
were  kept,  the  sole  reason  was  the  great  number  of  cbildrm  the 
family  had,  and  which  necessarily  required  that  more  servants 
should  be  kept  to  look  after  them.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  what  he 
chi^y  rose  for  was  to  point  out,  that  in  arguing  upon  the 
money  to  be  raised  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  four  millions  to  be 
funded,  the  right  honourable  geo  tleman  had  allowed  for  .£840,000, 
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just  as  if  that  fund  really  existed ;  whereas,  in  fact,  there  was  no 
such  fund.  This  Mr.  Sheridan  explained,  by  stating,  that  last 
year  Mr.  Pitt  had  proposed  raising  enough  to  pay  the  interest  of 
six  millioas  of  navy  debt,  which  he  had  declared  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  fund  this  year ;  hut  that,  in  fact,  no  Buch  money  wan 
raised.  Through  inadvertency,  also,  a  circumstance  had  hap- 
pened, of  which,  perhaps,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  apprised ;  and  it  was  this :  in  all  the  bills  of  the  last  year, 
the  produce  of  the  tax  made  the  subject  of  each  bill,  had  been 
uniformly  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  six 
millions  navy.  To  prove  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  read  a  clause  from 
one  of  the  acts  of  the  last  year,  and  observed,  that  a  similar 
clause  had  been  inaccurately  suffered  to  be  inserted  in  each  bill. 
It  should,  therefore,  he  said,  have  been  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  provided  that  day  for 
raising  the  ^£240,000,  as  well  as  the  other  sumo  that  constituted 
the  ^^413,000  he  wanted.  With  regard  also  to  the  taxes  of 
last  year,  which  he  had  given  for  ^600,000,  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
clared, they  neither  had,  nor,  he  bdteved,  ever  would  raise 
^600,000.  AfW  suggesting  this,  be  recurred  to  the  proposal 
tax  on  female  servants,  which  he  made  some  further  remarks 
upon,  and  said,  it  ought  at  least  to  be  balanced  with  a  tax  on 
single  men,  who  certainly  were  a  description  of  persons  less 
useful  to  the  community  than  men  who.  were  married,  and  had 
families  He  commented  at  great  length ;  and  CQncluded  with 
declaring,  that  the  tax  on  female  servants  cOuld  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  bounty  to  bachelors,  and  a  penalty 
upon  propagation. 

Mr.  Pin  kamMg  ripUed, 

Mr.  Sheridan  also  spoke  in  explanation,  declaring  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  either  did  not  or  would  not  under- 
stand him.  He  had  not  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  chancell<H' 
of  the  exchequer  immediately  to  come  forward  and  propose  a 
new  tax  as  soon  as  he  discovered  a  deficiency  in  any  of  his  former 
taxes ;  what  he  had  said  was,  that  there  was  no  fund  in  existence 
that  oould  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
six  milUons  of  navy  debt,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  last  year  attempted  to  ^nwide  for.  With  regard  to  Lord 
John  Cavendish's  taxes,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  so  unnecessarily  lugged  into  the  debate,  he  had  again  and 
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again  said  they  were  taxes  unavoidably  brought  forward,  when 
there  had  beea  but  a  very  short  time  to  consider  them  previously 
to  their  being  proposed ;  and  that,  all  the  circumstaaces  of  the 
case  conndered,  it  was  easy  to  account  for  their  being  deficient. 

jfftenparJt  Mr.  Pitt  movrd  a  tirimg  <tf  rtKlutunu,  cantmaing  all  hit  pro- 
posed taxa.  AftT  witcA  the  Aowe  lew  rewumtd,  and  thr  rtport  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  oa  tha/oBomng  day. 


Mat  10. 
wats  and  meaxs. 
On  the  Jint  rteotrntUm,  C  "nat  fawiri*  raUing  the  eitpply  granted  to  hit 
Mtjeetg,  lh«  further  $nm  of  one  mHHmt  be  rmted  iy  ham  o*  exchequer  bittt,  to 
be  charged  upo*  thefirai  aid*  to  be  granted  in  the  next  teuiom  qf  parliatmnt  ; 
Old  tuch  exchequer  biiit,  (Jf  »ot  diecharged  with  inlereit  thereupon,  en  or  before 
the  Sth  qf  April,  1786,  (o  be  exchanged  and  reeeived  in  pofnent  in  twA  Manner 
a*  exchequer  bilU  kme  nevalfy  been  exchanged  and  received  in  payMenf'J  being 
read  a  eecoad  time, 

Mk.  Sheridan  rose  just  to  remark,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  going  upon  a  wrong  principle  to  make  imaginary  funds  lia- 
ble to  pay  the  interest  of  a  debt,  as  was  the  case  in  the  taxes  of 
last  year  being  deemed  efficient,  and  taken  for  the  sum  for 
which  they  were  intended,  when,  in  fact,  no  such  fund  existed ; 
it  was,  therefore,  appropriating  a  non-existing  fund  to  pay  the 
interest  to  which  the  house  was  pledged. 
Mr,  Pitt  haring  ipajtea  m  the  female  eervant  lax, 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
began  his  speech  with  a  promise  of  not  gtsng  into  what  he 
thought  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  broached ; 
and  he  believed  the  house  would  join  him  in  regretting,  that 
be  had  not  deviated  a  little  in  this  instance  from  the  usual 
mode  of  fulfilling  his  promises.  He  could  not  help  remarking, 
however,  that  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  his  custom 
wa£,  had  fixed  upon  the  time,  of  all  others,  most  convenient  for 
his  purpose  to  make  his  charge  when  the  noble  lord  (Cavendish) 
was  absent.  Every  body  knew  it  was  not  the  habit  or  manner 
of  that  noUe  lord  to  magnify  his  own  importance,  and  celebrate 
his  personal  exertions  atthe  expense  of  his  coadjutors  in  office. 
He  never  arretted  to  himself  the  distinction  of  being  the  minis- 
ter  of  the  crown,  or  king's  minister ;  this  mode  of  speech  he  left 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whom  it  better  became ; 
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but  he  suspected  the  honourable  gentlemen  with  whom  be  acted 
might  not  thank  him  very  cordially  for  his  assiduous  endeavours 
to  lessen  their  official  consequence.  He  did  not  perfectly  under- 
stand what  was  meant  by  supporting  a  minister  in  the  general 
line  of  his  politics,  and  not  participating  in  the  merit  or  demerit 
of  his  measures.  He  doubted,  at  the  same  time,  whether  some 
of  these,  at  least,  did  not  in  part  originate  with  a  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinson)  whom  he  saw  in  his  place.  He 
had  moved  for  the  extmordinaries  of  the  anny,  and  army  esti- 
mates, which  constituted  most  of  the  expense  incurred  by  that 
fatal  war ;  certainly  this  was  bearing  a  part  in  accomplishing  the 
system  which  it  was  still  part  of  the  present  politics  not  to  for- 
get. Where,  therefore,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
mighty  distinction  between  those  who  befriended  one  party, 
and  those  who  befriended  the  other,  lay,  he  knew  not.  But  the 
truth  was,  bis  right  honourable  friend  had  made  a  coalition 
which  he  had  avowed  and  defended ;  whilst  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  to  him  took  every  opportunity  of  declaring, 
that  he  had  made  a  coalition  with  a  set  of  men  whom  he  wa^ 
ashamed  of.  As  to  the  tax,  it  struck  him  in  every  way  objec- 
tionable. The  right  honourable  gentleman  imagined  that  it 
would  not  be  evaded,  because,  in  the  case  of  single  servants,  it 
was  only  half-a^crown,  and  in  no  case  above  ten  shillings.  But 
he  wished  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  in  many  families  one  ser- 
vant was  often  kept  rather  out  of  charity  than  from  any  very 
urgent  necessity.  Her  wages,  to  be  sure,  was  trifling ;  but  she 
would,  in  consequence  of  this  tax,  subject  the  family  where  she 
was,  to  thirty  shillings  a  year  more  than  they  would  otherwise 
pay.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  tax  operated  against  hu- 
manity ;  and  he  would  certainly  give  it  all  the  opposition  in  his 
power,  both  in  this  and  every  other  stage  of  its  progress. 

It  mi*  itaitd  by  Mr.  Jenkiiuoit,  in  rrplf,  "  fhst  the  tax  »mld  tffffel  onljf  llu 
matltneffaMiliet,  not  the  tenxaUM;  and  he  woi  nire  wo  man  umuld  lum  away 
tmf  ttrvaittfor  ht^f-a-eratm."     7b  thu 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  certainly  mistaken  the  point  in  question,  as  no  one  had  sup- 
posed that  a  family  would  turn  oiF  a  servant  for  half-a-crown  ; 
but  that  where  three  were  kept,  one  of  them  would  probably 
lose  her  place ;  that  the  tax,  which  would  otherwise  be  thirty 
killings,  might  by  that  means  be  reduced  to  ten  :  consequently 
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the  tax  fell  on  the  female,  whom,  in  this  manner,  it  deprived 
of  bread. 

TV  hoMMt  dhiiUd  am  the  rttaltiiUm;  Ojfet  97 ;  ium  34 ;  mtgority  tyainti  the 


IltlSH  PKOF06ITIOMS. 
TV  hmae  havtHg  rttohtd  into  a  commitire,  tht  CbHTMn  rtad  li«  fot- 1 
lomng  retolatioH : — Reiobied,  Ihal  it  u  highlji  important  to  Ihe  general  intertwt*  . 
Iff  lie  Brilith  empire,  that  the  latetfor  regulating  trade  and  navigalitm  lAauU 
be  tie  MUM  in  Great  BriUtin  and  Ireland  i  and  therefore  Ihal  it  it  euential 
imeanb  eerryiiig  info  effect  the  preftni  wHInaent,  that  all  tatet  tcAicA  have  been 
made,  or  thaU  be  rnade  in  Great  Britain,  far  eeeuring  ezehuive  privikgtt  to  tie 
akipt  and  marineri  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britieh  colonia  and 
planJationi;  and  for  regulating  and  reitraining  the  trade  of  the  Britiih  colo- 
miei  and  pianlationt,  thall  be  in  force  in  Ireland  fby  aeti  to  be  pantd  in  the 
parliament  of  that  tingdomj  in  the  tame  numner  at  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that 
proper  meonirw  thedl  fi'om  time  (q  time  bt  taken  for  ^eetuaUy  carrying  tie 


Mr.  Shkkiuan  asked  if  the  words  "  by  acts  to  be  passed  in 
the  parliameDt  of  Ireland,"  had  really  been  moved  on  Friday 
last ;  for  he  did  not  recollect  to  have  heard  them  till  the  moment 
the  Chairman  had  read  them. 

Mr.  Tiifhr  repUed  in  the  affirmative. — Lord  Beauchomp  propoted,  at  oa 
amendment,  to  leane  out  the  wordt/rom  "  Ireland,"  to  tie  aordt  "  and  tiat 
proper  meatnrm  tio^d  be  taken,"  S^e. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  next,  tuid  contended  that  it  was  fair  to 
argue,  that  the  proposiUon  was  a  direct  attempt  to  legislate  for 
Ireland  ;  and  not  the  less  bo  in  consequence  of  the  amendment. 
It  was  therefore,  be  said,  insidious  in  the  last  degree,  for  Mr. 
Orme  not  to  have  stated  it  to  the  Irish  parliament,  to  whom  the 
business  had  been  opened  in  a  very  different  manner.  Mr. 
Sheridan  declared  that  the  voting  resolutions  to  bind  Ireland 
down  to  pass  such  and  such  laws,  without  raabling  her  to  go 
even  into  a  committee  with  the  bills,  was  crippling  that  right  of 
legislation  which  she  had  claimed,  and  we  had  admitted ;  and 
leaving  her  the  mere  shadow  of  independence,  as  a  sovereign 
state,  instead  of  the  substance.  He  therefore  contended  that  it 
was  ^»obable,  in  the  highest  degree,  that  the  resolution  under 
consideration  would  cause  great  alarm,  and  excite  much  consti- 
tutional jealousy  in  Ireland. 
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IBISH  PBOPoaiTIONS. 
Il  inof  tHomd  by  Lord  North,  that  the  retoluliont  ihoald  be  earritd  vptoiht 
lordt.  (hi  thrirbaHg  rtad,  tehea  the  cUrk  came  lo  Ike  teeond,  via.  "  that  it  it 
the  epinum  iff  Ihu  committee  that  a  fitU  participatioH  tff  commtrcial  advanlagtt 
iAohU  be  permanenllg  lecured  to  Ireland,  wht*ever  a  provwon,  eqtiaily  perina- 
nenl  and  aeture,  ihaU  be  made  by  the  parliameHl  of  that  kingdom  toieard*  dr- 
frofing,  IH  prtiportioH  lo  He  groteing  protptritj,  the  McMMry  e*peii*n  M  time 
ofprtux,  of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  inltreeti  of  the  entire."  The  right 
honoirrable  W.  W.  GrenviUe  moved,  a»  an  amendment,  that  thefirti  line  of  the 
rnotution,  "  Tlui  it  ^  the  opinion  of  thie  committee"  ihoutd  be  left  out,  and  in 
Ha  ittad  thefollowing  itords  be  ititerted,  "  That  il  u  comiitent  with  the  general 
interetts  of  the  revenue,  man^faetnrtt,  commerce,  and  navigation  qf  fhit  oraa- 
trg."     Thie  amendment  wu  carried  teilhoui  oppatition. 

Ma.  Shbridan  observed,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion appeared  to  him  very  objectionable ;  inaainuch,  as  it  went 
to  tie  Ireland  down  to  a  specific  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
navy,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  in  the  end  prove  much 
less  beneficial  to  this  country,  than  if  parliament  had  trusted 
to  the  generouty  and  liberality  of  Irebmd.  This  part  was  ob- 
jectionable on  more  accounts  than  one.  In  the  first  place,  the 
provision  was  to  be  secured  in  the  time  of  peace  only,  so  that 
in  war,  Ireland  might  stand  neuter.  He  would  suppose,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  expected,  that  in  time  of  war,  that  country 
would  make  exertions  in  favour  of  this;  the  consequence  of 
course  was,  that  in  this  instance,  England,  instead  of  stipulating 
for  any  specific  assistance,  relied  entirely  upon  the  generosity 
of  Ireland.  Why  then  should  there  not  be  the  same  reliance 
in  time  of  peace  ?  Why  should  there  exist  an  appearance  of 
distrust  ?  Why  make  Ireland  fancy  she  had  room  to  think, 
that  whilst  England,  by  not  having  her  power  diverted  by  fo- 
reign  war,  felt  herself  able  to  insist  upon  treaties,  would  stipu- 
late for  certain  services ;  but  would  not  speak  of  stipulatiuis 
for  assistance  in  war ;  as  if  conscious,  that  in  such  a  case,  she 
should  not  be  able  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  stipulatioD  ? 
It  were  folly  indeed  to  expect,  that  Ireland,  accustomed  during 
peace  to  act  according  to  the  letter  of  a  specific  agreement,  and 
with  a  friend  who  placed  do  confidence  in  her,  should,  in  time 
of  war,  act  upon  principles  of  liberality.  The  way  to  obtain 
liberal  succours  at  all  events  was,  at  no  times  to  betray  marks 
of  diffidence  in  the  honour  and  generosity  of  thoae  we  have  to 
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deal  with.  The  Irish,  when  they  saw  Itmits  placed  to  the  con- 
fidence that  ought  to  be  reposed  in  them,  would  naturally  set 
bounds  to  their  own  generosity,  and  never  exceed  in  their  grants 
the  letter  of  their  agreement  with  this  country.  But  this  stipu- 
lation for  a  specific  provision  from  Ireland,  under  the  regulation 
marked  out  in  the  restriction,  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  less  cod* 
Bdtutional  than  impolitic. 

The  constitution  of  Ireland  was  the  same  as  that  of  England ; 
and  what  would  violate  one,  would,  of  course,  amount  to  a  vio- 
lation of  the  otba*.  In  England,  a  vote  of  a  perpetual  army, 
or  even  oC  a  perpetual  navy,  over  which  parliament  was  to  have 
DO  control,  would  effectually  destroy  the  constitution,  and  render 
tbe  parliameot  unoeceGsary.  Now,  what  was  proposed  to  Ire- 
land P  Nothing  less  than  that  she  should  vote,  or  give  by  an 
irrevocable  act  to  the  crown,  a  specific  sum  of  money,  for  the 
support  of  either  army  or  navy  ;  and  consequently  an  army,  or 
body  of  seamen,  might  be  employed,  not  only  without  the  con- 
seat  of  parliament,  but  even  in  spite  of  it.  He  was  right  in  a^ 
suming,  that  seamen  or  soldiers  might  be  employed  constantly, 
and  paid  out  of  this  perpetual  and  irrevocable  fund,  whidt  would 
render  the  crown  independeot  of  the  people;  because,  though 
tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  sud,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  the  money  arising  from  the  surplus  of  the  sink- 
ing fiind,  should  be  laid  out  in  Ireland,  in  purchase  of  pro- 
visions,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  navy ;  yet  it  might  so  happen  that 
Irdand  would  not  always  be  a  provision  country,  which  she 
certainly  would  not,  if  by  the  present  plan  she  should  so  im- 
prove in  manufactures,  as  to  turn  her  thoughts  to  them  from 
feeding  of  cattle.  In  that  case,  the  money,  if  laid  out  in  that 
country,  must  be  expended  in  tbe  maintenance  of  soldiov  or 
sailors ;  and  then  there  would  exist  a  body  of  men  over  whom 
tbe  parliament  could  have  no  control.  The  extent  of  the  numbers 
made  nothing  to  tbe  principle,  which  would  be  as  much  violated 
by  a  vote  in  perpetuity  of  a  support  of  three  r^ments  of  guards, 
as  for  a  perpetual  army.  He  concluded  by  moving  an  amend- 
ment of  the  resolution,  that  the  following  words  be  left  out,  viz. 
*'  Whenever  a  provieicn  equally  permanent  and  secure  shall  be 
made  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying,  in 
proportion  to  its  growing  proqierity,  the  necessary  expense  in 
time  (d  peace,  of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  interests  of 
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the  empire :"  and  that  instead  of  them  be  inserted,  "  QrtaX  Bri- 
tain confiding  in  the  well-known  generosity  and  liberality  of  Ire- 
land, that  in  proportion  to  her  growing  prosperity,  she  will  con- 
tribute towards  defraying  the  expenses  both  in  peace  and  war, 
of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  interests  of  the  empire." 
To  this  amendment  he  presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  in 
Ireland  ;  as  it  was  founded  on  an  expression  of  that  nature,  in  an 
address  moved  by  Mr.  Orattan,  in  the  Irish  house  of  commons. 

Mr.  Sheridan  in  a  subsequent  speech  observed  that  previous 
to  a  determination  on  this  question,  he  wished  to  explain  some 
circumstances  which  he  conceived  to  have  been  misuaderstood, 
and  which  he  was  ansioui  the  house  should  attend  to.  There 
would,  in  consequence  of  these  regulations,  be  many  duties 
which  at  present  were  only  temporary  in  Ireland,  that,  in  order 
to  bear  with  the  like  duties  in  England — which  were  securities 
for  the  public  debts — must  now  be  rendered  perpetual.  This 
would  add  principally  to  the  hereditary  revenues  of  Ireland ; 
and  would  be  applicable  to  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  standing 
army.  Here  then  arose  a  double  consideration ; — first,  a  great 
and  important  sum  would  be  entrusted,  where  the  constitution 
of  the  country  was  always  jealous  it  should  be  placed,  particu- 
larly  for  such  purposes ;  and  secondly,  this  perpetual  provision 
being  made,  there  would  no  longer  exist  a  necessity  for  assem- 
bling the  parliament,  as  frequently  as  the  safety  of  our  constitu- 
tion and  that  of  Ireland  required.  It  might  be  answered,  that 
parliament  must  be  assembled,  in  order  to  bring  in  the  bills,  and 
take  the  regular  estimates  laid  before  them ;  but  be  bad  expe- 
rience  to  bear  him  out,  in  apprehending  that  this  principle,  im- 
portant as  it  was,  would  be  liable  to  violation  ; — for  notwith- 
standing a  resolution  of  the  last  parliament  of  England  consti- 
tuted it  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour  for  any  person  to  ex- 
pend any  sum  of  the  public  money,  except  such  as  had  been 
already  appropriated ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  treasury,  in  defiance  of  that  resolution,  was  bold 
enough  to  employ  very  large  sums  to  such  purposes  as  he  thought 
proper. 

The  guetHon  being  Ihtn  put  on  the  amendment,  it  mu  negatived  tBitkoni  a 
dimiitm. 

On  putting  the  fourth  retolntitm,  vide  note  in  page  142,  2/vrd 
moved  to  leave  out  ail  the  aordi  from  "  Great  Britain  imd  Inlattd, 
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brdiUp'i  OMMiAuNf  tfot  negalmd.     Mr,  Eden  moved  to  hut 

arteni&tg  tht  propoied  adopfttm  by  Iretaiui  of  certam  Imo*  to  bt  originaUd  m 

Great  Britain,  to  Englith  act*  of  parliament,  "  concerning  itamen." 

Mb.  Shbridan  rose  as  the  question  was  going  to  be  put; 
and  said,  that  as  the  perBerering  ailence  of  ministers  mode  it 
impossible  for  him  to  guess  whether  they  meant  to  admit  the 
amendnieiit  or  not ;  and  as  they  had  pursued  the  same  conduct 
in  rejecting  the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  lord  near  him, 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  seconding ;  he  would  take  that 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  resolution  generally  as  it  had 
been  framed,  and  defended  by  the  minister,  before  it  should 
become  still  more  objectionable,  by  extending  the  powers  it  was 
to  lodge  in  Great  Britain  over  the  caster  kingdom.  This,  at 
least,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  was  a  question  on  which  gentlemen 
were  no  IcHiger  to  hear  the  desires  and  wishes  of  Ireland  urged 
as  arguments  for  their  concurrence ;  it  was  a  matter  wholly  and 
entirely  new.  It  was  so  far  from  being  any  part  of  the  offer 
made  by  Ireland,  that  it  had  not  even  been  hinted  at,  or  alluded 
to  in  the  Irish  parliament ; — it  never  had  been  once  glanced  at 
by  Mr.  Orde; — it  formed  no  part  of  the  consideration  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  in 
His  Majesty^s  gracious  speech  from  the  throne  ; — it  was  not  to 
be  found  in  the  questions  referred  to  by  the  investigation  of  the 
committee  of  privy  council ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  opening  this  business  to  the  British 
parliament,  had  not  uttered  one  word  which  tended  to  show 
that  this  proposition  was  essential  to  the  settlement  proposed 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  question  then  was,  whether 
the  new  proposition  now  in  debate,  contained  'matter  fit  to  he 
proposed  from  the  parliament  6f  this  country  to  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  P  In  his  conscience,  he  thou^t  it  did  not.  It  was 
injurious  to  make  the  offer,  and  it  was  folly  to  believe  it  could 
be  accepted.  It  was  not  enough  to  say,  that  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  ought  not,  or  dared  not  agree  to  it :  they  had  not  the 
power  to  accede  to  it ; — it  would  be  a  concession  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  trust ;  they  would  betray  the  confidrace  reposed 
in  them;  and  the  Irish  nation  would  spurn  at  the  bondage 
which  their  degenerate  representatives  had  no  authority  to  en- 
gage they  should  submit  to. 

Much  had  been  argued  on  a  former  day  relative  to  the  extent 
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and  spirit  of  this  pn^xMitioD.  The  event  and  coaclusion  of  all 
^ose  sTgumeDts  from  botb  sides  of  the  house,  worraDted  him 
now  in  asserting,  that  this  resolution  went,  in  the  fullest  extent, 
to  a  complete  resumption  of  the  right  of  external  l^alatioD,  so 
lately  exercised,  but  so  solemaiy  renounced,  by  Great  Britain 
over  Ireland.  It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  those  arguments; 
no  person  would  again  attempt  to  maintain,  that  this  was  a 
measure  of  experiment,  ur  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Ireland  to 
possess  herself  of  the  greatest  present  benefits  from  this  country, 
which  so  many  gentlemen  contended  die  would  immediately 
obtain,  as  a  transfer  of  British  capital,  and  the  establishment  of 
British  manufactures ;  and  then,  by  refusing  to  place  upon  her 
statute  book  some  act  of  this  legislature  which  she  was  bound  to 
have  adopted,  void  and  annul  the  whole  of  this  settlement,  and 
revert  unmolested  to  her  present  situation.  A  full  explanation 
had  been  ^ven  on  this  subject;  the  conclusions  from  which 
went  distinctly  to  this,  that  the  present  settlement  was  final  and 
perpetual.  That  the  contracting  parties  in  this  momeatous 
business  being  presumed  to  act  with  perfect  foresight  of  the 
consequence  of  their  irrevocable  engagements,  neither  party 
could  depart  trom  any  article  stipulated,  without  breach  of 
faith,  Such  an  infraction  in  the  stronger  power  would  be  an 
act  of  despotism  and  oppression ;  and  would  justify  the  utmost 
extent  of  resistance  in  the  weaker.  It  would  be  a  direct  attempt 
to  disengage  herself  from  all  connection  with,  or  relation  to,  the 
empire ;  and  would  authorise  the  rigour  of  coercion.  This  was 
the  footing  upon  which  the  two  countries  must  in  future  be 
understood  to  be  united.  Upon  this  view,  it  would  be  an  im- 
position on  common  sense  to  pretend,  that  Ireland  could  in 
future  have  the  exercise  of  free  will  or  discretion,  upon  any  of 
those  subjects  of  l^sladon  on  which  she  now  stipulated  to 
follow  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  a  miserable 
sophistry  to  contend,  that  ha  being  permitted  'the  ceremmiy  of 
placing  those  laws  upon  her  own  statute  book,  as  the  form  of 
promulgating  them,  was  an  argument,  that  it  was  not  the 
British  but  the  Irish  statute  which  bound  the  people  of  Ireland. 
-  For  his  part,  if  he  were  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament,  he 
should  prefer  the  measure  c^  enacting  by  one  decisive  vote,  that 
all  British  Jaws,  to  the  purposes  stipulated,  should  have  im- 
mediate operatioo  in  Ireland  as  in  Great  Britain;  cbooadng 
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rather  to  avoid  the  mockery  of  taiBCting  without  deliberatitm, 
and  dedding  where  they  had  do  power  to  dissmt. — Where 
fett^v  were  to  be  worn,  it  was  a  wretched  amhitioa  to  contend 
for  the  dbtioction  of  fastoiiog  our  own  shackles. 

If  this  was  a  fair  constructioo  of  the  purport  and  necessary 
coDsequences  of  the  resolution,  was  it  a  slight  and  trifling  con- 
sideratiao,  when  we  reflected  on  the  solemn  and  dedsive  man- 
ner in  which  the  faith  of  the  two  countries  had  be^  engaged  on 
this  subject  7  Whether  Great  Britain  should  insidiously,  by 
surprise,  and  cdlaterally,  as  it  were,  make  a  proposal  which 
would  argue  in  her  a  repentance  of  the  bounty,  or  rather  of  the 
justice,  which  she  had  done  to  Ireland  ;  and  which,  if  not 
accepted,  would  ueceaaarily  destroy  for  ever  all  confidence  in 
that  country  towards  Great  Britain,  on  those  great  (xrastitutional 
questions  which  she  had  shown  were  bo  near  to  her  breast,  and 
BO  valued  above  all  other  advantages  she  had  either  claimed  or 
acquired?  It  had  been  solemnly  stipulated  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  that  "  The  right  claimed  by  Ireland,  to  be  bound 
in  all  cases  whatever,  only  by  laws  made  by  the  king,  lords, 
and  omnmons  of  Ireland,  should  never  more  be  questioned,  or 
questionable/'  This  resolution  did  not  question  that  right. 
No,  certainly  it  did  not ;  it  only  offered  to  bargain  for  it ;  and 
proposed  conditions  on  which  the  right  was  to  be  relinquished 
for  ever  by  Irdand.  But  who  are  the  parties  negotiating  ;  and 
under  what  drcumstances  is  the  treaty  carried  on  F  A  final 
commercial  arrangement  is  declared  to  be  necessary  to  the  future 
good  understanding  between  the  two  countries:  and  by  this 
final  arrangement,  it  is  declared  by  Britain,  to  be  an  indis- 
pensable condition,  that  Ireland  should  give  up  all  legislative 
authority  in  matters  of  trade  and  navigation ;  and  this  condition 
is  not  fairly  put  forward  in  the  outset  of  the  treaty  ;  but  Ireland 
is  treacherously  encouraged  to  demand  a  benefit,  and  then  a 
price  is  exacted  greater  than  any  favour  Britain  can  bestow ; 
whilst  by  the  manner  of  stating  it,  Ireland  is  at  the  Eome  time 
given  to  understand,  that  there  can  never  be  peace  or  cordiality 
between  the  two  countries  till  she  acquiesces  in  the  sacrifit^. 

When  a  strong  power,  conscious  of  its  superiority,  treats 
with  a  weaker  one  upon  such  terms,  it  may  not  question,  indeed, 
the  right  to  the  possession  wished  fiw;  but  it  does  more;— it 
hints  »  menace  on  the  consequence  of  withholding  it :  the  letter 
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of  the  compact  is  not  infringed,  but  the  spirit  of  it  is  violated. 
Here,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  would  not  enter  into  a  discussion, 
whether  it  was  not  reasonable  in  an;  adninistration,  at  any 
time,  to  entertain  an  apprehension  that  great  difficulties  might 
arise  in  the  government  of  two  countries,  each  possessing  an 
independent  legislature,  especially  in  matters  of  commerce  and 
navigation.  To  argue  theoretically  on  such  a  situation,  uo- 
doubtedly  many  apprehensions  might  be  justifiable ;  but  what 
had  been  the  event  P  It  had  not  proved  them  to  be  well 
founded ;  but  whatever  fears  were  entertained  on  the  subject, 
this  he  was  sure  of,  that  the  only  mode  of  treating  with  Ire- 
land, in  a  point  of  such  magnitude,  was  by  fair,  explicit,  and 
ingenuous  plain  dealing.  If  the  British  government  really 
thought  it  essential  to  the  future  good  understanding,  and  to 
the  common  interests  of  the  two  kingdomB,  that  the  power  of 
legislating  to  particular  objects  should  be  lodged  in  one  king- 
dom, only  for  the  common  benefit  of  both,  and  of  consequence 
in  that  kingdom  which  was  the  head  of  the  empire ;  it  should 
have  been  distinctly  so  stated  in  the  first  overture  made  to  the 
Irish  parliament,  as  the  basis  of  a  permanent  agreement.  If 
then  upon  due  deliberation,  and  full  communication  with  their 
constituents  and  with  the  country  at  large,  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom  had  thought  it  advisable,  and  had  been  autho- 
rised to  treat  fur  the  surrender  of  those  rights  which  they  had  so 
lately  deemed  the  only  safeguard  either  of  their  commerce  or 
their  constitution,  and  which  they  gloried  so  much  to  have 
obtained  by  their  own  virtuous  and  spirited  exertions ;  then  un- 
doubtedly, whatever  he  might  have  thought  of  their  prudence, 
he  should  not  have  held  himself  at  liberty  to  make  the  same 
comments  on  the  proceeding.  Instead  of  this,  all  had  been 
delusion,  trick,  and  fallacy :  a  new  scheme  of  commercial 
arrangement  is  proposed  to'the  Irish  as  a  boon ;  and  the  sur- 
render of  their  constitiition  is  tacked  to  it  as  a  mercantile  regula- 
tion. Ireland,  newly  escaped  from  harsh  trammels  and  severe 
discipline,  is  treated  like  a  high-mettled  horse,  hard  to  catch  ; 
and  the  Irish  Secretary  is  to  return  to  the  field,  soothing  and 
eoaxing  him,  with  a  sieve  of  provender  in  one  hand,  but  with  a 
bridle  in  the  other,  ready  to  slip  over  his  head  while  he  is 
snuffling  at  the  food.  But  this  political  jockeyship,  he  was 
convinced,  would  not   succeed.     Ireland   would  qMim  at  any 
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otfa  to  which  such  b  condition  was  to  be  anoexed ; — she  would 
now  plainly  see,  that  this  alarming  ooodition,  now  indeed 
declared  to  be  the  essence  and  vital  principle  of  ^e  whole 
•ettlemeot,  thou^  introduced  as  an  after-thought,  as  it  were, 
and  as  a  consequence  of  the  tenor  of  the  requisitions  made  by 
Irdand,  was  no  doubt  the  6r8t  original  object,  and  contained 
the  seed  and  source  of  the  whole  business.  He  was  the  more 
conBrmed  in  this  opinion,  from  recollecting  many  passages  in 
tbe  right  honourable  mover's  speeches  since  he  first  opened  this 
matter ;  although  it  was  not  then  thought  prudent,  even  to 
hint  that  such  a  stipulation  should  be  part  of  the  treaty ;  he 
constantly  made  it  a  topic  of  accusation  against  his  right  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Fox)  that  he  had  permitted  Ireland  to  assert 
tbe  freedom  of  her  constitution  unconditionally,  and  without 
reserving  to  Great  Britain  a  necessary  control  over  her  trade 
and  navigation. 

Here  Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  a  full  defence  of  tbe  conduct  of 
bis  right  hcMiourable  friend  on  that  occasion ;  he  reminded  the 
bouse  of  the  circumstances  of  tbe  times ;  the  situation  io  which 
Ireland  then  stood ;  and  maintained,  that  the  declaratory  statute 
wbitdi  Ireland  demanded  to  be  repealed,  was  more  disgraceful  to 
tbe  journals  of  that  bouse,  and  more  a  libel  on  the  principles  of 
this  country,  than  injurious  to  the  people  whom  it  insulted. 
But  was  there  a  man  in  that  bouse  who  could  stand  up  and  say, 
that  cmditions  ought  to  have  been  made  with  Ireland  annexed 
to  this  concession,  if  a  concession  it  might  be  called?  Was  there 
a  man  who  stated  this  to  be  his  opinion  at  the  time?  If  tbe 
rigfat  honourable  gentleman,  who  so  frequently  repeats  this 
charge,  has  to  plead  in  his  excuse,  that  he  was  not  then  possessed 
of  all  that  political  foresight,  and  consummate  sagacity,  which 
three  years'  experience  had  given  him ;  how  came  it  that  this 
new  ally,  the  right  hcmourable  gentleman  by  his  side  (Mr. 
Jenkinson)  whose  prudoice  and  abilities  were  certainly  not  im< 
mature  at  that  time,  so  far  deserted  his  duty  as  never  to 
protest,  whilst  the  measure  was  in  iu  progress,  against  the  in- 
discretion and  rashness  of  a  minister  whom  be  had  no  reason  to 
favour ;  nor  once  to  warn  him,  that  he  was  inconsiderately 
placing  the  two  countries  in  a  situation  in  which  it  was  impos- 
sible for  them  to  stand  ;  and  inducing  paritament  to  relinquish 
a  right,  which  it  would  be  indispensably  necessary,  on  the  first 
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opportunity,  to  resume.  Fortunatety  for  the  pence  and  future 
union  of  the  two  kingdoois,  do  such  miserable  and  uorrov 
policy  entered  into  the  mind  of  bis  right  honourable  friend ;  he 
diBdained  the  injustice  of  bargaining  with  Ireland  on  such  a 
subject  il  nor  would  Ireland  have  listened  to  him  if  he  had 
attempted  it.  She  had  not  applied  to  purchase  a  constitution ; 
and  if  a  tribute  or  contribution  had  been  demanded  in  return 
for  what  was  then  granted,  those  patriotic  spirits  who  were  at 
that  time  leading  the  oppressed  people  of  that  insulted  countiy 
to  the  attainment  of  their  just  rights,  would  have  pointed  to 
other  modes  of  acquiring  them ; — would  have  called  to  them  in 
the  words  of  Camillus,  arma  apiare  atque  ferro  non  auro 
patriam  et  libertatem  recuperare. 

But jf  he  had^been  surprised  at  this  sort  of  language  coming 
from  those  gentlemen,  he  had  been  much  more  astonished  at 
another^  right  honourable  gentleman''s  declaration,  (Mr.  Oren- 
ville)  that  when  he  had  been  in  an  official  situation  in  Ireland, 
be  had  wished  for,  and  meditated  a  settlement  between  the  two 
countries,  upon  the  principle  of  the  present  proposed  system. 
Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  forgotten  the  second  legis- 
lative act  passed  by  this  parliament,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  Ireland  P  Had  he  forgotten  that  that 
act  was  a  measure  of  his  administration  f  And  did  he  remember 
the  solemn  pledge,  there  given,  to  remove  for  ever  all  doubt, 
that  any  power,  but  the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  of  Ireland 
should  dictate,  in  a  legislative  capacity,  to  that  country  P  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated,  that  this  act  had  become 
absolutely  necessary;  for  that  Ireland,  almost  to  a  man,  had 
conceived  that  the  simple  repeal  of  the  0th  of  George  I.  had  not 
restored  to  them  the  security  of  thdr  constitution,  which  yet 
remained  to  be  acquired.  If  this  was  the  case,  and  a  bargain 
were  necessary,  then  was  the  time  for  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  have  proposed  his  conditions ;  and  not  to  have 
permitted  those  for  whom  he  obtained  this  new  acknowledgment, 
to  have  conceived  him  to  have  been  the  champion  for  a  more 
solemn  and  explidt  renunciation  of  the  legislative  claims  of 
Great  Britain  over  Ireland,  if  he  had  in  his  mind  a  reserve,  that 
a  settlement  was  even  then  necessary,  which  should  re-assert 
thcae  claims,  and  degrade  Ireland  to  her  former  state  of  servile 
dependence. 
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With  r^ard  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  it  was  ridiculous  lo  ar- 
gue, that  any  cdrcumstaDces  had  since  occurred  to  justify  or  call 
for  the  present  arrangement.  It  ha4  been  attempted  to  be  proved 
io  the  report  t^the  committee  of  privy  council,  that  Ircdand  had 
began  to  show  a  hostile  disposition  towards  Great  Britain ;  and 
that  she  had  passed  two  or  three  acta,  imposing  duties  on  some 
articles  of  British  export.  It  was  idle  to  reason  from  such  trivial 
circumstances.  One  or  two  of  these  acts,  it  was  known,  had 
passed  the  Irish  parliament  rather  by  stealth,  than  through  inad- 
vertency. No  material  principle,  upon  which  the  two  countries 
were  to  remain  connected,  bad  been  violated ;  and  when  we  con~ 
nder  the  perpetual  shifting  of  the  government  and  system  in 
Ireland,  that  every  three  months  wafted  over  a  new  Lord-lieu- 
tenant, the  uflly  wonder  was,  that  those  principles  had  been  so 
steadily  adhered  to.  The  clamour  and  riots  of  Dublin  bad  also 
been  resorted  to  as  pretences  for  this  arrangement ;  this  sort  of 
argument  had  been  sufficiently  reprobated  by  aright  honourable 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Burke)  on  a  former  day  ;  but  if  clamour  was 
to  be  attended  to,  let  the  meaning  of  it,  where  there  was  any, 
be  preferred  to  the  noise.  Had  the  Irish  clamoured  for  the  pre- 
sent settlement,  or  for  any  one  article  contained  in  it  P  Had 
they  been  loud  in  demanding  access  to  the  British  market.  In 
preference  to  protecting  duties  P  Had  they  requested  to  be  tied 
for  ever  to  the  British  monopoly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to 
have  the  price  of  the  commoditieB  of  those  colonies  increased 
upon  them  F  Had  they  complained,  that  fortune  had  offered 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  them  without  ctm- 
dition  or  restraint  P  Had  they  vehemently  expressed  thar  ap- 
prehensions, that  the  rich  commerce  of  the  east  would  speedily 
be  open  to  them,  if  effectual  measures  were  not  taken  to  prevent 
it  P  Had  they  regretted  that  they  were  burdened  with  a  surplus 
of  the  hereditary  revenue  P  Had  they  called  out,  that  they  were 
tired  of  their  legislative  independence,  and  entreated  to  be  re- 
lieved from  it  F— But  the  fallacy  of  stating  such  flimsy  ground  as 
the  supposed  cry  of  the  populace,  as  the  real  origin  and  spur 
of  this  important  arrangement,  was  too  obvious  to  he  commented 
oo.  The  true  spring  and  incentive  to  this  artful  and  [compli- 
cated business  evidently  lurked  in  this  fourth  pernicious  resolu- 
tion ;  the  tendency  of  which  was  of  a  piece  with  their  whole 
system  of  govemmoit  in  Ireland  ;  with  the  arbitrary  and  illegd 
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proceedings  of  their  agents  in  the  business  of  attachments ;  and 
with  their  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  measures  arguing 
a  mind  hostile  to  the  true  principles  of  constitutional  freedom, 
and  justifying  us  in  presuming  that  similar  steps  would  be 
pursued  in  this  country,  if  they  could  be  practised  with  equal 
impunity. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  adverted  to  what  the  noble  lord  (North)  in 
the  blue  riband  had  said,  was  his  conception  of  the  spirit  of  the 
proposition  then  in  debate.  The  noble  lord  had  very  fairly 
stated,  that  it  was  unquestionably  a  proposal  on  the  part  of  the 
British  parliament,  that  Ireland  should,  upon  certain  conditions, 
surrender  her  now-acknowledged  right  of  external  l^slation,  and 
return,  as  to  that  point,  to  the  situation  from  which  she  bad 
emancipated  herself  in  1782-  The  noble  lord  had  also  added, 
that  though  he  might  not  approve  of  the  manner  and  circum- 
stances under  which  this  offer  was  made,  yet  he  sincerely  hoped, 
that  Ireland  would  forget  both,  and  perceive  her  interest  in  ac- 
ceding to  the  proposal.  The  noble  lord  was  right  in  saying, 
that  Ireland  must  forget,  before  she  could  consent ;  but  she  had 
more  to  forget  than  the  insidious  and. unfair  manner  in  which  this 
proposal  came  to  her ;  she  must  forget,  that  Great  Britain  ever 
had  the  power  now  required  to  be  conceded  to  her ;  she  must 
forget  the  use  Great  Britain  made  of  it  whilst  she  possessed  it 
And  by  what  arguments  is  Ireland  to  be  induced  to  relinquish 
this  ri^t  f  Can  it  be  stated  to  her,  that  she  has  ever  once  ex- 
ercised it  to  the  injury  of  this  country  ?  No ;  but  we  are  UAd, 
that  it  is  possible  she  may  do  so  ;  and  it  is  not  equally  possible 
that  Great  Britain  may  abuse  the  trust,  and  employ  this  power 
to  the  oppression  of  Ireland  ?  It  is  argued,  that  the  malice  of 
party,  the  interested  views  of  mercantile  speculation,  or  the  folly 
of  narrow  politicians,  may,  at  some  time  or  other,  lead  Ire- 
land, even  at  the  expense  of  her  own  interest,  to  measures  which 
might  embarrass  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  empire.  And 
has  Ireland  nothing  to  apprehend  from  party,  from  mercantile 
avarice,  or  from  blind  and  narrow  policy  ?  If  it  is  urged  that 
England  is  grown  too  liberal  and  enlightened  to  justify  any  such 
ap]OTehen8ion  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer himself  contradicts  this  reasoning,  by  asserting  that  the 
two  hundred  thousand  manufacturers,  whose  petitions  are  on  the 
table,  are  all  influenced  either  by  the  suggestions  of  faction,  or 
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blinded  by  prejudice  and  selfishnesB;  in  truth,  tbere  is  oot  a 
angle  U'gument  which  can  be  used  as  an  inducement  to  Great 
Britain  to  attempt  to  resume  tbis  power,  which  does  not  equally 
apply  as  a  motive  to  Ireland  not  to  part  with  it ;  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that  fact  and  experience  will  justify  the  result  of  the 
one,  but  have  afforded  no  pretence  fqr  the  requisition  from  the 
other. 

But  this  power,  if  returned  to  Great  Britain,  is  to  be  returned 
with  this  qualification.  The  laws  which  Ireland  is  to  be  bound 
to  adopt  and  obey,  are,  **  To  enforce  the  same  restraints,  and  to 
confer  the  same  benefits  upon  the  subjects  of  both  countries." 
Here,  then,  arises  a  question  which  will  necessarily  be  duly 
weighed,  and  duly  considered  by  the  Irish.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not, 
poesibte  for  Great  Britain  under  the  title  of  "  Laws  for  the  regu- 
lation of  trade  and  navigation,  or  tor  regulating  and  restraining 
die  trade  of  the  British  colonies  and  plantations,"  to  adopt  re- 
rtrictioos,  and  enforce  conditions,  which  may  materially  cripple 
and  embarrass  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Ireland,  without  pro- 
portionably  affecting  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  He  took 
upon  him  confidently  to  assert,  that  this  might  be  done  in  innu- 
merable particulars.  He  had  stated,  for  example  sake,  some 
instances  upon  a  former  day ;  he  had  stated,  that  Great  Britain 
might  restrain  the  trade  and  navigation  between  the  colonies  uid 
these  kingdoms  to  vessels  of  considerable  burthen,  and  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  seamen.  England  has  large  ships  and  nume- 
rous crews,  Ireland  has  neither.  The  advantage  of  Ireland  has 
been  supposed  to  be  her  making  more  frequent  voyages  to  the 
plantations,  and  for  smaller  cargoes.  Such  a  measure  of  legisla- 
tion  as  is  alluded  to,  would  evidently  have  a  different  operation 
on  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries.  He  had  stated,  that  Great 
Britain,  reserving  the  power  of  prescribing  the  form  of  original 
certificates  to  be  given  by  the  revenue  officers  of  the  colonies,  and 
of  requiring  them  to  accompany  the  importation  of  every  article 
of  colonial  produce  imported  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain, 
might,  by  limiting  the  time  at  which  they  should  be  allowed,  and 
by  various  other  means,  entangle  and  distress  the  Irish  trader; 
and  the  more  so,  as  the  restraint  was  not  even  to  be  reciprocal. 
He  had  stated,  that  Great  Britain  might  make  it  a  condition  that 
no  ship  should  clear  out  a  cargo  from  the  West  Indies,  which 
did  not  take  out  a  stipulated  quantity  of  some  British  inanu- 
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facture  not  to  be  obtaiDed  in  Ireland ;  but  it  was  unnecesHary 
tor  him  to  multiply  or  argue  upon  examples.  If  be  was  wrangled 
out  of  one  case,  still  the  principlehe  went  upon  was  not  defeated; 
for  he  was  not  to  be  called  upon  to  prove  the  probality  of  the 
instances  be  quoted,  or  that  Great  Britain  would  not  injure  her- 
self were  she  to  adopt  them  ;  because  the  whole  of  the  preaait 
arrangement  was  built  upon  this  foundation,  that  it  was  essential 
to  tb^  system  that  neither  country  should  retain  a  power  upon 
any  terms  to  injure  the  commerce  of  the  other. 

But  whether  it  was  probable  or  not  that  Great  Britain  would 
in  future  exerdse  this  right  of  external  legislatiou  over  Ireland 
with  justice  and  liberality,  shutting  her  ears  to  prejudice  and 
self-interest,  still  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was  claiming  a 
considerable  sacrifice  from  the  aster  kingdom  ;  and  what  were 
the  advantages  held  out  to  her  to  induce  her  to  make  this  sacri- 
fice P  He  wished  the  houK  to  view  the  whole  of  this  matter, 
and  not  to  con6De  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  British 
market,  which  had  been  argued  upon  as  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  be  conceded  by  one  aide  or  acquired  by  the  other.  What 
was  the  present  situation  of  Ireland  in  respect  to  all  branches  of 
commerce,  independently  of  her  intercourse  with  this  kingdom  p 
Here  Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  a  more  minute  detail  than  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  pursue,  in  order  to  show  the  situation  ia 
which  Ireland  now  stood  in  respect  to  her  trade  with  our  colonies, 
and  with  foreign  countries,  and  that  in  which  she  was  proposed 
to  be  placed,  should  the  system  of  arrangement,  at  present  in 
contemplation,  be  odc^ted. 

With  respect  to  the  West  Indies,  Ireland  was  to  agree  to 
forego  every  market  but  that  of  the  British  plantations ;  to  give 
up  the  cheapest  for  the  dearest ;  to  lose  the  option  at  present 
possessed,  of  being  supplied  circuitously  through  Great  Britain, 
upon  the  low  duties,  if  she  found  it  not  to  her  advantage  to  ap- 
ply to  the  direct  trade  of  the  whole  of  her  consumption ;  to 
double  her  present  duties  on  the  article  of  rum ;  to  impose  not 
only  equal  port  duties  upon  her  exports,  but  to  countervail 
every  internal  duty  which  Great  Britain  may  impose  upon  any 
similar  article  of  her  own  manufacture ;  so  that  if  Great  Britain 
was  to  lay  a  duty  upon  the  export  of  her  linen  to  those  colonies, 
which  would  be  of  little  injury  to  her,  Ireland  must  do  tbe  same, 
though  the  reverse  would  be  the  otmsequence.     In  shoft,  tbe 
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frlwle  was  sacrifice  and  Burrender  on  the  part  of  Ireland.  As  to 
Amtne»t  the  differoice  lay  in  a  word.  Instead  of  a  trade  to 
that  whole  continent  without  restriction  or  duty,  but  what  she 
riwuld  think  proper  herself  to  impose,  she  was  to  admit  into  her 
ports  DO  articles  of  nmilar  growth,  produce^  or  manufacture  to 
those  otlhe  British  colonies,  or  which  were  liable  to  be  imported 
from  thenoe  as  such,  but  upon  the  terms  that  Great  Britain 
should  hereafter  dictate,  ^ith  Africa,  she  was  to  be  placed 
upon  the  same  f<x)ting  as  with  the  West  Indies  ;  and  to  India, 
she  was  to  abandon  all  hope  and  prospect  of  intercourse  with 
those  countries  to  the  end  of  time ;  and  coDsent  that  an  ini_ 
movable  boom  should  be  placed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
the  Straits  of  Magellan.  Thus  restrained  and  dependent,  her 
prospects  of  European  commerce  were  to  he  propoitioiMUy  di- 
nunished.  These  sacrifices  could  not  be  disputed ;  and  it  was 
to  be  considered,  that  every  uticle  proposed  to  be  abandoned  by 
Ireland,  was  an  advantage  to  which  her  title  was  not  disputed  ^ 
— an  advantage  that  she  held  «b  a  right,  and  for  which  she  had 
a  claim  to  compensation  if  r^nquished. 

These  then  being  the  sacrifices  which  Ireland  was  to  make  in 
her  prospects  of  an  extended  foreign  commerce,  where  was  to  he 
her  retribution  P  In  what  instance  was  the  advantage  in  this 
treaty  to  be  on  her  side  P  From  whence  was  she  to  recave  the 
boasted  compensation  ? — ^The  British  market ! — that  was  to  be- 
opened  to  her.  There,  and  there  only,  was  she  to  look  for  «a 
equivalent  for  the  numerous  and  impoTtant  sacrifices  she  was 
to  make  both  in  commerce  and  constitution.  He  defied  any 
man  to  have  the  hardihood  to  deny,  for  a  moment,  that  in 
every  other  instance  Ireland  was  not  to  be  placed  in  an  infi- 
nitely worse  situation  than  that  io  which  she  now  stands ;  and 
in  which  she  sUnds  by  fair  and  acknowledged  right.  But 
how  was  this  advantage  to  be  given  to  her  P  Upon  what  terms 
was  the  British  market  to  be  opened  f  If  he  was  to  adopt  the 
language  and  sentiments  of  tbose  who  propose  this  boon,  he 
riioidd  answOT,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  effectually  prevent 
Ireland  from  ever  profiting,  in  the  smallest  degree,  by  the  con- 
cessioQ.  To  this  point  all  their  arguments  have  tended^-to 
this  all  their  evidence  had  been  pointed ;  so  that,  if  we  were  to 
give  credit  to  the  minister  and  his  supporters,  this  equitable 
treaty,  this  bargain  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocity,  would  piove 
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neitber  more  oor  less  than  a  direct  fraud,  cheat,  and  robbeiy ; 
stripping  Ireland  of  all  the  commercial  advantages  she  had  ob- 
tuned,  as  well  as  of  the  coastitutioD  which. secured  them  to  her; 
and  giving  nothing  in  return,  but  a  right  to  render  herself  odious 
in  this  country,  by  an  attempt  at  a  rivalsbip  which  could  not 
be  profitable  to  herself,  though  it  might  be  mischievous  to  Great 
Britain.  He  was  not  inclined,  however,  to  give  credit  to  the 
minister's  reascwing  on  this  subject  '.%nd  much  less  to  the  evi- 
dence he  had  brought  to  support  it ; — the  greater  part  of  whicb 
bad  been  merdy  a  libel  oa  the  character  and  habits  of  the  Irish 
nation ;  nor  did  hei  at  the  same  time,  go  with  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  to  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  they  apprehended 
— many  of  their  ailments  were  undoubtedly  well  founded,  and 
the  evidoice  they  had  given  at  the  bar  merited  the  most  serious 
attention.  There  was  one  point,  however,  in  which  he  moat 
completely  agreed  with  them ; — ^in  their  assertion,  that  if  the 
Irish  trader  should  be  enabled  to  meet  the  British  merchant  and 
manufacturer  in  the  British  market,  the  gain  of  Ireland  must  be 
the  loss  of  £ngtand.  This  was  a  fact  not  to  be  controverted  oa 
any  principle  of  oommcm  sense  or  reasonable  argument.  The 
pomp  of  general  declamation  and  waste  of  fine  words,  which  had 
on  so  many  occasions  been  employed  to  disguise  and  perplex 
this  plain  simple  truth ;  or  sdll  more  fallaciously  to  endeavour 
to  prove  that  Great  Britain  would  find  her  balance  in  the  Irish 
mullet,  had  only  tended  to  show  the  weakness  and  inconsistency 
of  the  doctrine  they  w^e  meant  to  support.  The  truth  of  the 
argument  was  with  the  manufacturers ;  and  this  formed,  in  Mr. 
Sheridan's  mind,  a  ground  of  one  of  the  most  vehement  ob- 
jections he  had  to  the  present  plan.  Ireland  must  not  endeavour 
to  rise  on  the  ruin  of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain— «he  must  not 
aim  to  thrive  avowedly  at  the  expense  of  the  British  manufac- 
turer, however  alluring  the  prospect ; — not  justice  and  generosity 
aliHie,  but  interest  and  policy,  would  call  upon  her  to  desist 
from  the  attempt.  Possibly  at  first  she  might  find  a  profit  and 
on  advantage  in  the  contest — but  how  was  a  great  part  of  this 
advantage  to  be  obtuned  ? — By  means  incompatible  with  the 
true  spirit  and  principles  which  led  to  permanent  commercial 
prosperity, — by  means  which  had  been  stated  at  the  bar,  to  form 
a  great  part  of  the  apprehensions  of  those  who  petitioned  against 
these  pnqmntions ; — by  a  lax  execution  of  her  revenue  laws ; — 
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hj  thecmrupt'counteDance  of  her  l^sUture  to  such  a  conduct; 
—by  steftliag  her  own  manufactures  into  this  country  ; — by 
passing  those  of  foreign  countries  for  her  own,  by  obtaining  a 
transfer  of  capital,  and  enticing  over  artists  and  workmen  by 
false  b<^>es  and  ill-founded  proepecU ;  in  short,  by  smuggling, 
by  eradiog,  by  defrauding,  by  conniving,  by  deceiving.  The 
profit  earned  by  such  means  would,  by  the  system  they  tend  to 
introduce,  be  ruinous  in  the  end  to  the  country  which  prac- 
tised them,  while  they  would  immediately  deeply  injure  the 
sister  kingdom,  if  she  submitted  to  them  ;  but  that  would  not 
long  continue ;  the omsequence  would, be,  that  even  the  name 
of  Irishman  would  become  odious  and  detestable  to  the  commer- 
cial interest  of  Great  Britain ;  and  Ireland  would  sooa  be  taught 
to  know,  that  while  she  was  pressing,  by  all  possible  means,  her 
own  advantage  from  this  article  of  the  settlement,  she  hod,  by 
other  conditions  of  the  treaty,  surrendered  into  the  hands  of 
Great  Britain  the  power  of  crippling  and  crushing  the  whole 
scheme  of  her  commerce,  of  chastising  her  presumption,  and  of 
reducing  her  to  her  former  state  of  abject  dependence,  whenever 
the  interest,  the  prejudices,  or  the  animosity  of  the  trading  part 
ctf  this  community  should  countenance  the  measure.  Mr.  Sheri* 
dan  urged  this  in  other  points  of  view,  and  declared,  that  if  he 
were  a  person  of  consideration  in  Ireland,  so  far  from  encou- 
raging the  people  there  to  struggle  for  the  British  market,  he 
should  think  it  his  duty,  and  what  he  uwed^  to  the  interests  of 
his  countrymen,  to  call  loudly  -to  the  whole  land  to  turn  away 
their  eyes  and  thoughts  from  that  one  object,  to  attempt  no  race 
or  contest  with  the  British  manufacturer — to  shun,  as  the  greatest 
evil,  the  Jealousies,  heart-burnings,  and  destructive  iU-wiil 
which  would  necessarily  breed  on  such  a  competition,  circum- 
stanced BO  peculiarly  with  respect  to  burdens  as  Great  Britain 
was,  and  biassed  by  rooted  habits  of  thinking  upon  this  parti- 
cular point;  but  to  endeavour  to  increase,  by  fair  and  gentle 
means,  the  home  consumption  of  the  produce  of  their  own  in- 
dustry, and  by  systematic  and  vigorous  enterprise  to  aim  at  a 
successful  intercourse  with  every  foreign  port ;  there,  if  they 
net  the  British  merchant,  it  would  be  a  liberal  emulation ;  there 
be  could  have  no  .innovation  or  unfairness  to  complain  of;  and 
there,  even  if  successfully  rivalled,  he  would  be  conscious  that 
the  increasing  wealth  of  Ireland,  from  such  a  source,  might 
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with  truth,  be  stated  to  be  a  fund  wherein  the  geaeral  oomBierce 
of  England  would  auuredly  find  its  compensation.  Thus  mig^t 
Ireland  beaddreBsed  under  her  present  circumstances;  but  let 
the  settlement  now  proposed  be  once  established,  what  would  be 
the  answer?  Would  not  the  Irish  merchant  and  manufacturer 
reply — "  What  you  advise  us  to,  is  unreasonable  and  prepos- 
tax>us ; — we  have  bound  ourselves  for  ever  to  the  monopolies  <^ 
Great  Britain  in  the  East  and  in  the  West ;  we  recave  the  com- 
modities of  both  at  her  will,  at  her  prices,  and  at  h^  duties  ; 
we  are  crippled  in  our  intercourse  with  Am«ica,  holding  a  pre- 
carious and  restrained  trade  with  those  sov^^gn  states  as  if 
they  were  still  British  colonies ;  our  dreams  of  being  the  depdt 
and  emporium  for  the  foreign  countries  of  Europe  are,  of  con- 
sequence, become  Tisionary  and  ridiculous  ;  we  have  violated  the 
principles  of  our  constitutioa  by  giving  a  perpetual  aid  to  a 
military  force  at  the  will  of  the  executive  magistrate ;  we  have 
for  ever  surrendered  our  right  of  external  l^slation  into  the 
hands  of  the  British  parliamrat ;  for  all  this,  the  British 
market  is  our  compensation ;  upon  that  we  are  compelled  to 
fasten  our  minds ;  to  that  we  must  cling ;  that  we  must  obtain 
by  every  possible  exertion  of  every  kind ;  and  if  Great  Britain 
suffers  by  it,  the  mischief  is  of  her  own  seeking,  and  the  restric- 
tions which  force  us  to  this  contest  is  of  her  own  imposing." 
These  would  be  the  happy  fruits  of  a  plan  whose  boasted  object 
was  to  cement  the  union  of  the  two  countries,  and  connect  them 
by  bonds  of  eternal  amity  and  reciprocal  affection  I 

After  enlarging  on  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  coucluded  with  press- 
ing on  the  attention  of  the  house  the  propositions  as  they  then 
stood,  completely  changed  in  spirit,  principle,  and  regulation ; 
and  begging  them  to  consider  them  in  their  true  light,  as  new 
proposals  from  the  British  parliament, — those  made  by  the  Irish 
parliament  being  in  fact  rejected ;  and  to  decide,  whether  they 
were  such  as  human  reason  could  suppose  the  Irish  parliament, 
weighing  what  they  are  to  renounce,  and  what  they  are  to  ac- 
quire, could  accept,  if  fair  time  was  given  Uiem  to  argue  and 
deliberate;  or  if,  by  surprise  and  management,  they  were  hur- 
ried through  that  parliament  at  a  season  of  thin  attendance  and 
relaxed  attention,  whether  the  most  fatal  misunderstandings 
might  not  be  apprehended,  from  the  country^s  afterwards  dis- 
covering the  delusion  which  had  been  practised  upon  ihem,  tod 

t'.oojilc 


17S5.]  BIGHT   HON.    R.    B,    SHEBIDAN.  147 

the  arts  and  fallacies  which  had  (Stained  the  irrevocable  sur- 
render of  their  dearest  rights.  The  resotatton  in  debate,  was 
declared  to  be  the  essence  of  this  new  system  ;  negative  that, 
and  the  |dan  fell  to  the  ground ;  if  it  passed  that  day,  a  deep 
wound  would  histantly  be  given  to  the  confidence  of  Irdand  in 
Great  Britain  ;  if  adopted  rashly  by  the  Irish  parliament,  the 
deeiaive  blow  would  be  struck,  and  affection  and  good  faith  be- 
tween the  two  countries  be  banished  for  ever. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  obtervtd — "  If  a  chain  of  recent  teeftis,  mid  the  tehole 
ttmor  of  the  eoitducl  thai  had  beta  adopted  by  pertant  tf  a  certain  dtteriplion, 
had  not  etJunuied  and  aniidpaled  hit  turprite  at  any  thing  that  coald  come 
from  them,  he  eoald  teareeiy  believe  hit  tentei,  telien  he  beheld  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  ahofor  many  weela  had  eoneeided  hit  ialentioru  to  effectvally, 
ae  to  kaee  U  a  doubt  whether  he  mat  friendly  or  hoilile  to  the  arrangement 
noa  depending,  itand  forth  the  avotced  enemy  of  a  part  of  the  lytttm  mhich  wai 
nteeetarily  connected  teiCh  the  whole,  and  take  up  a  ground  of  oppoiilion  the 
meet  dangerOHt  and  inflammatory  that  could  pottibly  mggert  ittelf.  But  it  teat 
not  to  be  teondertd  at,  that  the  cortducl  of  the  honottrable  gentleman  ehould  be 
lo  mconnitent,  ahen  it  leai  remembered  hour  incentiilenf  ail  the  meaiuree  ^the 
party,  ofuihich  heitOM  the  mouth-piece,  were  ;  and  hoai  incomittent  the  pereone 
who  eompoted  that  party  were  with  one  another." — Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Sheridan,  rote  together  inttantly  at  Mr.  Pitt  tat  doum ;  the  two  former 
gaea  woy,  oi  Mr.  Sheridan  had  been  to  parlicalarly  pointed  at  in  Mr.  Pllt'i 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  confident  that  the  candour  and 
liberality  of  the  bouse  would  indulge  him  with  a  few  minutes' 
attentioD  (though  he  had  just  taken  up  so  large  a  portion  of 
tbeir  time)  to  enable  bim  to  repel  the  grossest  perversion,  not  of 
words  merely,  but  of  conduct  and  motives,  which  the  most 
presumptuous  adept  at  misrepresentation  had  ever  attempted  to 
maintain,  in  defiance  of  truth  and  decency.  The  right  honour- 
able gentlemui  had  charged  him  in  the  most  acrimonious  lan- 
gu^e  of  reproof,  with  inconsistency  of  conduct.  He  was 
accused  of  not  having  appeared  to  hold  one  uniform  opinion 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Irish  propositions — a  curious  chiu-ge, 
and  curiously  supported;  for  the  very  words  of  the  right 
booourable  gentlemaa^s  accusation  accounted  for,  and  justified 
the  contradictions  he  complained  of.— It  was,  because  every  day 
bad  brou^t  forth  new  opinions — it  was,  because  every  time  the 
committee  met,  the  tone  had  been  changed,  and  the  ground  had 
been  shifled — that  it  had  become  utterly  impossible  for  any 
persmi  edtbo:  to  support  or  oppose  his  system  upon  the  samt 
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pnDciple,  or  with  the  same  arguments,  for  two  dajs  together. 
But  it  was  not  very  surprising  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man,, who  had  forgotten  every  ground  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment, be  professed  to  act  upon,  should  not  very  accurately 
remember  the  line  of  conduct  pursued  by  others — nothing  but 
this  comfdete  oblivion  of  himself,  and  what  be  had  done  id 
this  business,  could  have  betrayed  him  into  the  rashness  of  ac- 
cusing gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  house  of  acting  a  double 
ganieP  Did  he  complain  of  a  double  gameP — he,  through 
whose  whole  conduct  in  this  business  had  not  observed  one 
direct  proceeding, — not  one  straightforward  step.  The  whole 
negotiation,  from  the  first  hour,  hod  been  curved,  twisted,  and 
circuitous — a  plan,  opened  with  duplicity,  and  explained  with 
equivocation.  The  gross  and  glaring  contradictions  between 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  first  statement  and  reason- 
ing upon  this  business  in  England,  and  Mr-  Orde's  in  Ireland, 
undoubtedly  had  no  resemblance  to  a  double  game ;  there  had 
been  no  double  game  in  the  committee  of  privy  council,  carry- 
ing on  a  mock  investigation  for  His  Majesty's  information, 
after  His  Majesty  bad  received  an  address  of  thanks  for  having 
adopted  the  measure ;  and,  above  all,  no  double  game  had 
been  practised  with  the  manufacturers ;  but  all  their  misappre- 
hensions had  been  owing  to  accident,  or  their  own  dulness! 
Whilst  such  things  were  in  the  recollection  of  the  house,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  must  not  expect  to  have  his  loose 
and  unfounded  charges  pass  unreplied  to,  however  boldly  urged 
with  lofty  tones  and  clamorous  declamation.  For  his  part,  he 
defied  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  tax  him  with  any  one 
inconsistency  upon  this  subject.-  He  was  the  mouth-piece  of  no 
party,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to 
style  him,  nor  was  he  the  tool  of  any  party.  He  had  as  strong 
party  feelings  as  any  man ;  but  he  had  those  feelings,  because 
those  he  was  attached  tor  ndtber  expected  from  him  servility  of 
judgment,  nor  pliancy  of  principle.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  himself,  perhaps,  knew  too  welt  what  it  was  to  be 
only  the  channel  of  conveying  other  people''B  sentiments  and 
decrees — to  be  the  eloquent  mouth  employed  to  promulgate 
schemes,  not  bred  in  his  own  judgment,  aot  approved  by  bis 
own  heart.  This,  he  solemnly  believed,  was  tbe  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  case  at  present.     He  was  convinced,  in  hit 
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own  miDd,  that  that  part  of  the  plan  which  was  to  entrap  Ire- 
land into  a  surrender  of  her  constitution,  was  no  original  wish 
of  that  right  honourable  gentleiiian''B,  but  had  been  put  upon 
faim  since,  by  those  who  will  some  day  make  still  harder  condi- 
tioDs  with  him,  for  the  continuance  of  their  countenance  and 
support. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  recapitulated  his  own  conduct  throughout 
the  discussion ;  stating,  that  booq  after  the  opening  of  the  pro 
posed  arrangement,  he  had  said  in  debate  in  that  house,  that  he 
should  differ  upon  this  subject,  he  feared,  with  those  whom  he 
had  always  acted  withi  that  he  had  solicited  no  petition,  nor 
knew  even  of  that  from  Stafford  till  the  day  he  had  presented  it ; 
but  that  on  the  day  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  his  sixteen  new 
|m>positions,  so  far  from  appearing  to  approve  of  them,  he  had 
called  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  read  a  second  time 
this  particular  proposition,  and  had  declared,  in  speaking  to  an 
amendment  be  moved  before  the  house  rose  that  night,  that 
the  fourth  resolution  struck  him  as  an  absolute  resumption  of 
the  right  of  Atemal  legislation  over  Ireland.  The  right  hcMiour- 
able  gentleman  brought  an  amendment  to  this  resolution  the 
next  time  the  committee  sat,  and  quoted  what  he  called  his 
(Mr.  Sheridan's)  misconception  as  a  reason.  Mr.  Sheridan  bad 
then  replied,  that  the  amendment  had  removed  no  part  of  bis 
objection. — He  bad  since  spoken  and  divided  against  this  resolu- 
tion in  the  committee. 

With  regard  to  other  particulars  in  this  arrangement,  he  had 
voted,  in  many  instances,  with  the  minbter,  and  against  his 
right  honourable  friend  and  the  noble  lord ;  and-  he  had  sug- 
gested some  amendments  which  had  been  adopted,  and  which 
certainly  tended  to  smooth  the  reception  of  the  proposititHis  in 
Ireland.  He  left  the  house  to  judge,  whether  there  was  any 
thing  either  inflammatory  or  inconsistent  in  this  conduct.  But 
his  opinion  upon  the  whole  of  the  plan,  as  it  was  completed,  he 
had  delivered  that  day,  and  that  opinion  he  would  maintain. 

Tie  hoiae  proceeded  at  one  o'ciock,  and  continued  till  pott  four,  to  make 
amendmenU,  leveral of  tchich  mere  offered  by  Mr.  Eden;  and  Bemy  admitUd 
to  "he  neeeuary,  accepted.  Mr.  Fox  moved  aftenearit  to  equaiae  the  dutiee 
on  the  import  of  raw  malerialt  into  the  two  kingdomt  ;  and  alto  on  the  export 
of  manufacturet  to  foreign  porii ;  and  alto  ta  adopt  mutuaiiy  all  prohibition* 
on  foreign  manufaciura.  Tkit  clause  wat  negatived.  The  houie,  al  the  eon- 
etueimi,  retohed,  "  That  the  reeolutitnu  be  communicated  to  tie  lonb,  and 
their  eoneurrence  deiired  thereto."  ,-.  , 
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Mk.  Sukkiuak  desired  to  know  from  ministars,  whether  tbe 
bill  for  prevealinf^  the  exportation  of  ntaqufactures,  and  materials 
for  the  muiufacture  of  iron  beyond  seas,  extended  to  Irdand  P 
And  not  rec^TiDg  a  satishctory  answer,  he  moved  that  the  bdll 
be  printed.     After  some  debate  he  withdrew  his  motion. 


AKHY    £STI1IAT£B. 

The  ordtr  of  Ike  day  mat  read,  for  the  houte  "  le  retobie  itofjf  into  a  eom- 
milUi  iff  way*  and  meaiu ;"  and,  after  agreemg  to  certain  reioliMoiu  propottd, 
a  long  and  un'mlerrvfttd paate  entned. 

Ma.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  he  cwicluded  the  house  were 
now  waiting,  in  silent  suspraiae,  for  the  appearance  of  tbe 
Secretary-at-War,  with  his  proposal  of  a  vote  in  favour  of  the 
army  estimates.  But  surely  the  house  would  act  with  mote 
propriety  if,  instead  of  listening  at  so  early  a  period  (o  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  important  subject,  they  were  to  adjourn  imme- 
diately, and  thus  allow  themselves  more  time  for  the  investi- 
gation. 

The  Sterelaryia-War  now  entered,  and  moved,  "  That  the  koutt  lioaM 
re»otve  itetlftBlo  a  eommUtee  qf  rupplg,  for  the  piirpoM  of  ta^Mg  the  arwtg 
e  into  eotuideration."     Mr.  Minchin  moved,  "  that  the  houte  ehtmU 


Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  also  must  resist  tbe  motion  for  the 
Speaker^s  leaving  the  chair  ;  yet,  upon  an  important  principle, 
in  soqfe  measure  dissimilar  from  that  of  his  honourable  friend ; 
and  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  strict  Mid  invariable  adherence 
to  the  established  rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  house, 
on  the  present  occasion,  he  felt  it  right  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
preserving  such  an  adherence ;  and,  therefore,  must  beg  leave 
to  remind  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  that  be 
rested  on  his  authority  for  the  validity  and  justness  of  his 
argument  as  applicable  to  the  present  instance.  It  had  been 
the  well-known  and  established  rule  of  proceeding  with  the  army 
estimates,  to  have  them  laid  upon  the  table  eight  days  prior  to 
any  motions  being  made  for  referring  them  to  the  coosideratton 
of  a  committee.  This  rule  had,  he  believed,  been  invariably 
adhered  to  in  every  former  instance ;  but  in  the  preunt  tbe' 
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eetimatee  had  not  been  upon  the  table  more  than  five  days,  and 
now  it  was  attempted  to  go  into  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
▼oting  them ;  although  at  the  time  they  had  been  presented, 
when  Wednesday  was  nominated  as  the  day  on  which  they 
should  be  taken  into  consideration,  they  had  beard  from  the 
first  authority  in  that  house,  that  the  practice  had  been,  in  all 
preceding  times,  not  to  move  for  their  being  referred  to  tlie 
oommittee  of  supply,  until  they  had  been  upcm  the  table  eight 
days.  With  such  indecency  did  the  administration  fly  in  the 
face  of  the  chair ;  and  fatal  would  prove  the  consequences  if  a 
bad  precedent  were  once  suffered  to  be  established.  He  did  not 
mean  to  in^nuate  that  any  improper  intention  operated  upon 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  War  Office, 
in  tbiu  urging  the  house  to  break  through  their  established 
rules;  but  if  he  was  to  be  indulged  in  every  eccentric  flight  of 
genius  that  he  might  chtXHe  to  take,  there  was  no  knowing  into 
what  strange  extravagancies  he  might  not  lead  them.  For  his 
put,  he  wonda«d  from  whom  be  bad  learnt  the  idea  of  break- 
ing through  the  established  rules  and  forms  of  the  house ;  bis 
predecesaors  in  office  had  been  content  to  adhere  invariably  to 
those  rules,  and  in  so  doing  they  had  acted  wisely.  If  the  rule 
wafl  once  broken  through,  it  might  be  abolished  altogether.  If 
it  was  right  to  vote  the  army  estimates  after  they  had  been  upon 
the  table  only  five  days,  why  not  vote  them  after  being  (here 
only  four,  three,  or  two  days  ?  or  why  not  bring  them  down, 
present  them,  and  call  upon  the  iiouse  to  vote  them  the  next 
day,  or  the  very  day  on  which  they  were  presented  P  The 
tame  reason  which  would  justify  the  violation  of  the  rule  in  one 
instanee,  would  justify  it  in  all.  Beddes,  in  all  former  sessions 
the  constant  usage  had  been  to  rote  the  navy  before  the  army 
estimates-;  and,  as  the  strength  of  our  marine  was  to  guide  what 
sort  of  an  army  might  be  necessary,  the  vote  of  the  navy  ought 
always  to  precede  the  vote  of  the  army.  This  infringement  of 
the  usual  practice  was  highly  reprehensible;  and  though  he 
could  not  agree  that  it  was  not  improper  to  vote  the  army  before 
the  militia,  or  think  that  there  required  any  argument  whatever 
to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of  going  into  a  committee, 
besides  that  very  serious  one  which  he  had  already  urged,  the 
abitdute  necessity  of  a  strict  adherence  to  the  established  rules 
and  fiMrnu  oi  proceeding  in  tliat   house ;   yet,  caUaaly  the 
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manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  expressed 
himself  «hi  the  subject  of  the  militia,  afibrded  strong  ground  of 
objection  to  voting  the  army  estimates  at  present.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  an  honourable  and 
respectable  friend  of  his  ought  not  to  shrink  from  his  iotentioD 
of  bringing  in  the  bill  for  regulating  the  militia ;  because  he,  a 
single  individual  in  that  house)  had  declared  he  had  not  made 
up  his  mind  to  one  particular  point.  For  his  part,  he  was  of 
the  same  opinion ;  and  he  hoped,  notwithstanding  what  had 
passed,  that  the  worthy  and  respectable  member  would  bring  in 
his  bill.  And,  surely,  the  public  were  already  under  infinite 
obligations  to  him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  for  his  intro- 
ducing the  bill,  even  if  it  were  to  fail,  from  that  part  of  it  being 
objected  to  and  overcome,  that  enacted  the  measure,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  those  who  had  with  him  taken  the 
trouble  of  digesting  the  system  (and  who  were  consequently  the 
best  able  to  judge  of  every  part  of  it),  deemed  the  most  essendal 
point  of  all,  would  be  attended  with  this  good  consequence, 
that  it  would  not  only  bring  the  subject  fairly  under  discussion, 
but  open  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  convince  them  who  were, 
and  who  were  not,  the  friends  of  the  militia ;  and  whether  there 
was,  or  was  not,  any  design  to  annihilate  the  institution.  With 
regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  calling  hintadf*  as  he 
had  thought  proper  to  do,  in  respect  to  the  militia,  a  single  indi- 
vidual, it  might  fairly  be  observed,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  passed  under  various  characters  in  that  bouse ;  at  one 
time  he  called  himself  a  member  of  administration,  at  another 
the  minister,  then  again  th$  minister  of  the  crown ;  nay,  he  had 
even  once  assumed  the  self -created  character  of  representative  <^ 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  sent  his  own  will  in  a 
dictatorial  manner  to  the  Irish  parliament,  instead  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  that  house.  But  when  the  6t  of  humility  was  on  him, 
be  bent  to  the  more  submissive  character  of  a  simple  individual. 
It  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  elfect  and  success  of  his 
measures  for  the  most  part,  depended  on  the  character  which  he 
thought  fit  to  assume.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
chose  to  stand  up  as  a  single  individual,  he  generally  failed  of 
achieving  his  purpose.  On  the  grand  question  of  reform  in  the 
repres«itation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  the  right  honourable 
g^itleman  professed  he  was  acting  as  a  single  individual,  and 
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there  he  did  not  succeed.  In  this  scrutioy,  in  like  manner, 
acting  as  a  idngle  individual,  he  failed ;  and  had  he  been  do 
more  than  a  single  individual  in  the  case  of  bis  India  bill,  he 
verily  believed  the  tight  honourable  gentleman  would  have 
failed  likewise.  He  confidently  hoped  that  the  militia  bill,  if 
brought  in  and  gone  on  with,  would  succeed,  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  chose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  call 
himself  a  single  individual,  however  much  the  gentlemen  who 
had  waited  upon  him  respecting  the  militia,  might  have  found 
him  the  minister  at  his  house  in  Downing-atreet.  On  the  whole, 
it  appeared  that  the  house  could  not  immediately  go  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  army  estimates,  without  violating  an  established 
practice,  and  thereby  introducing  a  precedent  which  might  lead 
to  most  mischievous  and  alarming  consequences.  He  felt  it  diffi- 
cult to  conclude  without  observing,  that  the  half-stilled  laughter 
with  which  the  minister  and  his  friends  met  some  of  his  remarks, 
were  indecently  misapplied,  on  a  subject  of  such  particular  im- 
portance- 

The  Sfcretarj/  at  War  laid  heflaUa-ed  Umulf  that  the  defmee  of  hie  own 
eonduct  mould  rtttjin^y  upon  a  plaiti  ttatement  offactt ;  and,  therrfort,  he 
tkouU  leave  it  to  the  hmae  to  judge  from  them,  and  drato  the  natural  eonelu- 
eient.  There  teat  not  in  that  haute,  he  believed,  a  mentber  who  had  ihoum 
more  rttptct  and  reverence  to  their  forme  of  proceedingt  than  he  had  muformlif 
done  for  the  thirty  year*  during  which  he  had  tet  in  pitrliatnejtl ;  and  he 
trutted  that  ht  had  not  in  the  preieat  itulanee  acted  to  at  to  violate  any  one  of 
lMe»l.  The  papert  had  now  been  imen  days  on  the  table.  (Mr,  Sheridan 
cried  out  So,  no  I  only  five.)  The  Secretary  at  War  added,  that  he  ehould 
pereiet  in  hie  aeeertion  ;  they  were  preiented  on  the  preceding  Thmtday,  and  he 
thould  contend,  that  Thursday  was  or<  day,  Friday  two,  Saturday  three, 
Sunday  four  (the  opposite  tide  of  the  house  laughed},  Monday  five,  Tuesday 
tU,  and  Wednesday  teven  ;  that  was  a  complete  toeei,  for  he  knew  of  no  rule 
that  the  whole  o^  the  seven  thould  be  tilting  days,  Saturdays  and  Sundays  would 
terva  at  well  for  the  inspection  of  papers  at  any  other  days  ;  and,  therefore,  let 
the  houee  judge  whether  the  papers  had  not  been  before  them  a  full  week ;  and 
whether  he  was  chargeable  with  any  attempt  either  to  proceed  precipitately,  or 
to  molate  any  established  form  cf proceeding.  Iitdeed,  he  should  have  imagined, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  tat  down,  knew  hit  character  at  a 
mewiber  of  parliament  loo  well  to  have  supposed  him  ec^able  oftuch  a  deiign ; 
and  <u  to  eccentric  Jlighlt  of  genius,  he  could  only  tay,  he  was  at  that  moment 
(tortured  by  the  gout)  lets  qualified  than  ever  to  attempt  jUghit  even  at  any 
other  time,  if  hs  had  been  to  inclined.  At  a  proof  thai  hit  argumenli  were  far 
from  ineonelutive,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  houte,  that  when  ht  gave 
notiet  of  the  day  on  which  he  thotdd  move  to  r^er  the  eitimatet  to  the  com- 
mittee cf  supply,  a  noble  earl  (Surrey)  expreited  hi*  eati^atlion  that  the  tme 
ef  inveitigation  was  to  little  ditlant. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  oontented  himself  with  attempting  to  prove  that  the  papen 
had  heen  upon  the  table  a  week,  or  seven  days ;  but  even  if  that 
could  be  made  out  (which  he  must  beg  leave  to  deny),  this  was 
not  meeting  his  argument ;  which  was,  that  the  papers  had  not 
been  on  the  table  the  usual  time,  and  in  that  argument  he  had 
been  supported  by  the  first  authority  in  that  house.  When  he 
alluded  to  the  eccentric  flights  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
be  oertainly  did  not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  taken  a  flight  of  such  altitude  as  that  of  a  right 
honourable  friend  <^  his  (Colonel  Fitzpatrick)  during  the  course 
of  the  preceding  year. 

Tht  kouie  ttfttneardt  retohtd  ittelf  Mo  a  cMunitfcs,  Mr,  MnuUm't 
amtndmenl  btingfint  ghen  vp  ;  laul  certun  reiobitiont  tntrt  mottd  and  voM, 
and  ordered  to  bt  rtporttd,  on  Tiiaday  tht  lOth. 


Fib  SUA  ay  10. 
ARMY  BGTIUATES. 
A  motim  tea*  wtadtfor  the  leamd  rendng  nf  tht  report  fiom  tlte  eommititt 
V  *^Ph'  9f  '^  *"'''  1^  '^  armf.  Mr.  Steele  obnrved,  Ikcl  k«  btlieeei  »• 
permm  imM  eoiuider  ke  toM  hottiU  to  the  cotton;  and  tliat  hie  mU/ reaeon  f»r 
riting  feat  to  reteut  hit  right  hmwmrablefritiid  (Mr.  Pitt)  from  the  impataHon 
fkroKH  on/  upon  Aim  o«  the  preceding  Wednetdoj,  that  he  deepieed  and  Iramplei 
tqmn  the  order*  and  fame  nf  tht  hnue,  in  propoting  to  ham  the  amy  eettteatee 
voted  b^are  iheg  had  lain  a  tetek  upm  the  table.  A  noble  lord  fNorihJ,  lekote 
opinion  lAeayt  carried  with  it  great  weight,  had  taid  that  the  week  thonU  he 
tiUien  exelueive  of  Iht  dag  on  mhich  the  eetimate  vai  prodneed,  Bnt  haobtg  linee 
holed  into  ihejonmaU,  hefoKnd,  that  the  precedent  quoted  on  Wednetdag  lati 
Ay  on  henotirable  friend  (Mr.  Buee),  wot  not  the  onlg  one  lehich  might  hano  heen 
prodneed:  itwainat,  what  had  been  called,  "  a  erngU  maUow  ;"  for  hit  ohM 
foUote  it  up  with  a  whole  fight  of  ewallotB*,  and  ehow  that,  during  a  period  ef 
twenty  fear*,  there  were  four  or  five  precedent!  lehere  the  armg  had  tfen  voted 
preeimly  wlthi*  the  tame  dietaitee  qf  lime,  after  the  pretentiwg  nf  the  eetimalk, 
which  had  elapttd  thit  year  ;  and  seven,  where  it  had  been  voted  within  a  mneh 
ihorler  dittanee ;  a»  he  had  committed  thete  preeedenti  to  writing,  he  ihonld  beg 
leave  to  read  them  ;  and,  then,  it  aould  appear  that — 

Mb.  ShexidaN  declared,  that  he  must  take  the  liberty  imme- 
diately to  interrupt  tlie  honourable  member,  because  he  bad 
violated  order  in  spewing  from  the  question ;  which  was,  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  report :  and  in  alluding  to  a  former  debate. 
His  precedents  would  have  been  very  proper  on  Wednesday ,  bad 
be  been  apprized  on  that  day  of  their  existence.  They  would 
have  been  property  urged  on  that  day  to  prove,  that  there  was 
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no  deviation  from  tbe  practice  of  the  house.  But,  surely,  Uiey 
came  too  late  now,  to  prove  that  the  right  booourable  gentlemaD 
acted  right  on  Wednesday  last,  when,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion 
of  the  chur,  and  vhen  he  did  not  know  that  these  precedents 
had  ever  existed,  he  moved  to  have  the  army  estimate  voted. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  he  supposed,  had  enjoyed  the 
good  fortune  to  be  assisted  since  Wednesday  .by  an  industrious 
searcher  (Mr.  Eden)  of  the  journals,  whom  he  had  seen  on  tfaa 
first  day  of  the  session  in  a  new  place  in  that  house,  but  whom 
he  had  not  seen  since ; — who  divided  his  principles  and- affection 
between  both  sides,  giving  his  support  to  the  one,  and  his  good 
wishes  to  the  other.  The  precedents,  however,  availed  but  little; 
for,  it  had  not  been  denied,  but  that  occasions  might  occur,  which 
would  warrant  a  departure  from  tbe  general  practice ;  but  whoi 
it  was  urged  that  the  reason  of  such  departure  ought  to  be  stated 
sod  made  appear,  which  no  one  had  attempted  on  Wednesday 
last,  then  it  was  that  numbers  of  his  honourable  friends,  as  con- 
IroversialistB,  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  finding  themselves  under 
the  crowded  standard  of  the  chair,  in  feeble  apposition  to  wbidi 
but  one  solitary  precedent  had  arisen. 

The  reaehtliont  tetre  read  a  tteond  time,  aitd  ajmd  to. 

ESTIUATK  OF  THE  EXPENBB  OF  EBECTINO  VORTIFICATIOMS 
J-Oa  THE  PftOTECTION  AMD  8BCUI11TY  Or  THE  D0CK-TABD8. 
The  firtt  ebjed  Iff  itttportance  that  tngagrd  the  attention  iff  parliemenl  in  the 
prtttnl  *euiaa,  via*  a  mnuwi  wUcA  originated  with  the  Duke  nf  Richmond, 
the  Maeler-  General  itf  the  Ordnance.  It  wot  a  plan  for  fort^fi/ing  the  doek^ 
yard*  at  Porlimouth  and  Pfymouth.  The  hoate  t^  cmhiom  had,  in  the  pre- 
teding  lemon,  exprttted  their  untBilHngntti  to  applg  any  pari  iif  the  pnlUe  nontg 
for  (hi*  pmrpote,  b^ore  th^  vtrt  Made  acquainted  with  the  opinione  nf  nteh 
perwnaga  at  were  bett  lAU  to  decide  concerning  the  ntililj  and  proprigty  of 
taeh  a  meaeare.  In  eontequrnce  qf  thii  intimation  a  Board  of  Military  a»d 
Naval  Qffieer*  wa*  appointed  iy  the  king,  with  the  Matter-  General  qf  the  Ord- 
namee  at  their  prttidtni ;  and  the  propoeed  plan  of  fort\fiealiom*  tnu  r^irred 
to  tlum  for  their  opimont  and  advive.  After  they  had  intieitigatad  the  tubjecl*, 
and  had  made  thiir  report  thereon,  the  pUtnt  neonuntnded  wert  laid  brfore 
the  Board  qf  Engintert  to  ntate  on  eitimate  of  the  expentet  necettarj  to  carry 
them  into  rxecution.  Thie  atimale,  ahich  attovnled  to  no  Uu  a  ram  than 
760,0971.,  Mr.  Pitt  laid  fnffore  the  hotae  thit  day:  and  it  vat  originaUy  in-  * 
tended  hf  Him,  that  it  ihould  be  debated  and  decided  upon,  together  with  the 
ordnance  ettiwtatee,  a*  a  mere  toUateral  qanlion,  Li4ut.-Gen,  1 
wot  out  (^  tie  hoard  qf  tfficere  that  made  the  report,  trpremd  hi 
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b^on  Ike  btuineMt  was  fMrtherproeeedtdupOH,  to  muck  both  ^  the  nporlitttff, 
andqf  iht  int/ruetiotu  upon  Khick  it  mu  faiaidtd,  lu  muld  b«  madt  public  leM 
tqftty  to  tkt  ttate,  ikould  br  laid  upon  tht  tabh  of  Ike  Aotue.  3Xe  reaton  aileged 
by  him  vai,  Ikal  Ike  hoiae  migkt  oikeneist  umearily  be  led  to  tkink  that  the  re- 
port tanctioutd  the  pirn  of  forl^catiant  proposed  more  than  it  rtalU/  did. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  unless  the  house  were  to  be 
shown  such  parts  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  inspection  as 
called  for  their  discussion,  they  were  exactly  in  the  same  situa- 
tion in  which  they  stood  before  that  board  was  appointed ;  and 
instead  of  having  the  wliole  of  the  question  fully  before  them 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  they  would  bare  it, 
viz.  not  on  the  assertion  of  an  individual,  of  a  singular  minister, 
nor  of  any  man  in  ofGce ;  but  on  the  authority  of  a  board  coDsist- 
ing  of  naval  and  military  officers  of  known  character,  experience 
and  integrity,  they  would  have  nothing  but  the  bare  assertion  of 
the  minister  as  a  guidance  for  their  judgment.  For  his  own  part 
he  would  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  right  himourable 
gentleman  meant  to  be  accurate  in  the  statement  which  he  had 
just  made,  as  the  statement  of  those  outlines  of  the  report  in 
question ;  and  that  he  had  delivered  what  he  himself  conceived 
to  be  a  correct  statement  of  those  outlines.  But  the  house  had 
heard  that  statement  contradicted  by  the  honourable  goierai  be- 
hind him,  who  bad  himself  been  a  member  of  that  board.  In 
<Hder,  therefore,  to  enable  the  house  to  judge  fairly  between  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  honourable  general,  they 
ought  to  see  such  parts  of  the  report  at  least  as  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  their  perusal  with  safety  to  the  state. 


FxBBtlABT    16. 
UR.  SHERIDAN'S  HOTIOM  THAT  HR.  JOSEPH  PEARSON  BE  CALLED 
IN   AilD  EXAMINED,    IN    RELATION    TO   DELIVERING    BALLpT 
LISTS. 

Mr.  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  assure  the  house,  that  it  was 
very  far  from  his  intention  to  have  trespassed  upon  their  pa- 
tience some  remarks,  which,  now,  be  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make,  if,  on  the  preceding  day,  some  honourable  gentleman,  in 
,  the  service  of  administration,  had  not  insinuated,  with  an  air  of 
triumph  over  him  for  His  supposed  defection,  that,  with  re- 
proachful inconsistency,  he  had  first  stated  a  motion  to  the  house, 
and  then  suddenly  deserted  it,  without  having  previously  pur- 
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sued  it  to  any  opeaiag  whatever.  If  gentlemen  would  please  to 
honour  him,  upon  the  present  occasion,  with  their  attention,  he 
fdt  himself  persuaded  that  he  should  totally  exonerate  himself 
from  all  charges  of  inconsistency.  When,  upon  the  Wednes- 
day he  came  down  to  the  house,  he  perceived,  and  not  without 
astonishment,  the  door-keeper  putting  into  the  hands  of  every 
member  a  paper,  containing  a.  written  list  of  the  names  of  gen- 
tlemen, by  way  of  a  ballotting  list ;  and  having  the  strongest 
grounds  for  belief  that  these  papers  were  prepared  at  the  trea- 
sury, and  that  it  was  by  their  direction  the  door-keeper  delivered 
them  ;  and  feding  that  such  conduct  was  a  direct  and  scanda- 
lous attack  upon  the  privileges  of  that  house  ;  and  conceiving, 
likewise,  that  it  was  most  shamefully  indecent  on  the  part  of  ad- 
ministration, and  that  it  6atly  contradicted  the  affectation  of 
impartiality  with  which  the  bill  was  fraught,  with  respect  to  the 
modet^  constituting  the  court  of  judicature  ;  he  had  risen  and 
stated  his  intention  of  proving  the  fact,  by  moving,  "  that  the 
door-keeper  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  bouse,"  which  motion 
be  was  proceeding  to  ground  upon  argument,  when  he  had  been 
called  down  from  the  chair  (very  properly  called  down,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  who  bad  been  re- 
minded that  two  hundred  members  were  present,  and  desired  to 
lock  the  door  and  proceed  to  the  ballot,  in  compliance  with  the 
act  of  parliament,  which  authorised  the  institution  of  the  Court 
of  Judicature).  This  having  proved  the  case,  and  the  ballot 
having  been  actually  proceeded  upon,  was  there  any  incon- 
tOBtency  in  his  not  afterwards  attempting  to  moke  his  motion  ? 
One  reason  upon  which  he  meant  to  have  rested  it,  and  one 
object  to  which  he  intended  to  have  pointed  it,  tended  to  show 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  postponing  the  ballot  to  another 
day.  Mr.  Sheridan  strenuously  insisted,  that  it  would  have 
been  most  absufd  in  him  to  have  attempted  to  have  made  his 
iDotioo,  when  so  essential  an  end  aimed  at  by  it  as  getting  the 
ballot  postponed  was  determined,  and  over,  by  the  ballot's  hav- 
ing token  fjace.  That  was  an  explanation  of  his  conduct  of  the 
preceding  day ;  and  he  left  it  to  the  house  to  decide,  whether  it 
was  at  all  inconsistent  or  contradictory.  He  complained  of  the 
ministers  having  taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  letter  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  in  calling  to  the  Speaker  to  shut  the  doors 
when  he  did.     He  admitted  that,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
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act,  such  conduct  was  warranted ;  but  under  such  a  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  letter  of  the  act,  the  minister  might,  wh«i  the 
house  were  in  a  divisicm,  and  one  hundred  members  (those  in 
the  oppoation)  out  in  the  lobby,  and  two  hundred  (all  the 
friends  of  the  minister)  within  the  house,  call  to  the  chair  to 
lock  the  doors,  and  proceed  to  ballot  with  a  complete  certainty 
of  carrying  the  election  his  own  way. 

What  could  be  more  gross  and  preposterous  than  the  minis- 
ter's oooduct  the  preceding  day,  when  he  prevented  him  from 
opening  his  motion,  by  calling  to  the  chair  to  have  the  doors 
shut  while  he  was  on  his  legs  P  What  he  meant  now  to  more, 
would  be  that  part  of  his  yesterday's  purpose,  which  might  be 
fully  accomplished,  and  this  was,  '*  That  the  door-keeper  be 
called  to  the  bar  of  the  house,"  there  to  state  from  whom  he 
received  the  written  lists,  and  by  whose  authority  he  delivered 
them  to  the  members  as  they  entered.  The  fact  was  an  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  an  indecent  and 
direct  attempt  to  influence  their  members  in  their  capacity  of 
electors  of  the  new  Court  of  Judicature  by  treasury  interference. 
He  flattered  himself  that  he  should  not  again  hear  the  ridicu- 
lous argument  of  the  preceding  day,  that  there  was  no  compul- 
sion used,  and  that  the  papers  left  the  minds  of  the  members  as 
free  and  unbiassed  as  they  were  before  they  saw  them.  (Mr. 
Pitt  said,  across  the  house,  so  they  did.)  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
clared his  extreme  surprise  at  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
still  contending  for  so  palpable  an  absurdity  ;  he  said,  he  had 
imagined  even  the  shortest  time  for  recollection  would  have  con- 
vinced the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  the  position  was 
truly  ridiculous  ;  and  that,  although  Mr.  Pearson  had  not  taken 
the  members  individually  by  the  shoulders,  and  forced  them  by 
manual  strength  to  ballot  for  the  list  he  had  put  into  their  pos- 
session, yet,  certainly  by  thrusting  the  treasury  list  into  their 
hands,  he  had  not  left  their  minds  as  completely  free  and  unin- 
fluenced as  tbey  had  been  before.  The  bill  affected  great  im- 
partiality on  the  part  of  the  minister ;  and  it  had  been  argued 
at  the  time  the  bill  was  in  progress,  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  minister  for  the  time  being  should  not  interfere  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  Court  of  Judicature  in  any  way  whatsoever. 
How  could  this  be  reconciled  to  the  conduct  adopted  ?  A  con- 
duct at  once  so  indecent  and  so  degrading  to  them,  that  if  the 
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ri^t  honourable  gentleman  dared  rise  and  avow,  that  the  lists 
were  prepared  by  his  orders,  and  delivered  by  his  authority,  he 
would  {dedge  himself  to  move  the  severest  censure  of  that  bouse 
upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  and  iitdeed,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  instituCe  an  inquiry,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  be  had  stated  as  matter  highly  culpable  on  the  part  of  the 
treasury ;  and  the  house  could  take  no  means  so  elTectual  of 
doing  that,  as  ordering  their  door-keeper  to  the  bar.  He  desired 
not  to  be  misunderstood  as  meaning  to  cast  any  sort  of  slur  on 
the  characters  whose  names  were  in  the  written  lints ;  more  re- 
BpectaUe  characters  he  knew  not ;  and  so  far  was  he  from  wish- 
ing it  to  be  conceived  that  he  intended  to  throw  any  imputation 
upon  them,  be  was  not  without  hopes,  that  they  would  feel  that 
he  was  combating  their  cause,  and  would  all  vote  with  him. 
With  these  impressions,  he  trusted  that  he  could  auccessfttUg 
move,  "  That  Mr.  Joseph  Pearson,  door-keeper,  be  now  called 
in  and  examined  in  reUtitm  to  the  said  complaint." 

Mr.  Pitt  rtplitd. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  censuring  the  mis-statements  of  his  argument, 
complatned  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  having  pointed 
bim  out  as  a  pCTson  ^t  to  treat  that  house  with  insult  and  con- 
tempt. Nothing,  he  added,  could  be  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion ;  and  as  he  had  not  the  great  abiliries,  the  power,  the  in- 
fluence of  cifBce,  nor  the  other  advantages  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  possessed,  to  recommend  him  to  the  good  opinion  of 
the  house,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  be  hoped,  would  not 
take  frdm  bim  his  only  poeeassion,  a  most  sincere  respect  for  the 
house  and  all  its  members.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  dif- 
fered in  one  point  from  his  right  honourable  friend  near  him  ; 
be  meant  to  have  balloted,  though  an  enemy  to  the  bill,  but  he 
had  been  prevented  by  accident. 

The qutttitm  being  jml,  Ike  lumte  divided ;  ajwi38;  wm«  138. 

FORTIFICATIONS  FOK  PROTECTION  OF  UOCR-YARDS. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expressed  his  wish  that  the  motion  concerning 
the  proceedings,  respecting  the  proposed  plan  for  fortifying  the 
dock-yards,  should  not  occasion  much  delate,  or  even  meet  with 
resistance.  But,  previous  to  making  it,  he  should  imagine  it 
would  be  rig^t  to  call  gentlenien''s  attention  back  to  the  situation 
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in  which  the  house  stood  at  that  moment,  with  respect  to  the 
subject.  They  would  please  to  recollect  that  the  minister  having 
given  them  to  understand  that,  previous  to  their  being  called 
upon  to  vote,  that  the  ^50,000  granted  towards  fortifications  to 
be  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  dock-yards  in  1784,  should  be 
so  applied,  the  whole  matter  should  be  referred  to  a  board  of 
general  officers,  naval  as  well  as  military,  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  plan  proposed,  the  possibility  of  doing  without  it, 
the  necesEily  for  having  it,  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  adopting 
it,  and  the  expense  which  it  would  ultimately  incur.  He  should 
also  beg  leave  to  remind  the  house  of  the  turn  of  the  argument 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  the  preceding  Friday, 
when  he  formally  announced  bis  expectation,  that  when  the 
ordnance  estimates  were  voted  this  session,  the  application  of 
.£50,000  in  hand  would  be  desired.  At  that  time  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  house  would  not  now 
have  the  bare  word  of  an  individual,  or  of  any  minister,  to  rely 
on  ;  but  the  report  and  unanimous  opinion  of  a  board  of  the 
most  respectable  nature  ever  instituted,  a  board  composed  of  the 
first  characters  in  the  naval  and  military  line  now  in  being. 
What  then  (added  Mr.  Sheridan)  was  his  astonishment,  and 
what  must  have  been  the  astonishment  of  the  house,  to  find  an 
honourable  general,  a.  member  of  that  board,  rise  in  his  place, 
and  flatly  contradict  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  by  den3ring 
that  the  result  of  the  opinions  of  that  board  had  been  such  as 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  described,  or  that  those 
opinions  warranted  any  such  declaration  as  he  had  advanced. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  risen  a  second  time,  and 
put  the  matter  at  issue  between  him  and  the  honourable  general, 
challenging  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  decide  who  was  right  and  who  wrong  in  his  assertion? 
Where  was  the  possibility  of  the  house  judging  without  either 
evidence  or  means  of  directing  their  determination  ?  Assertion 
stood  against  assertion  ;  and  they,  altogether  uninformed  as  to 
the  real  merits  of  the  fact  at  issue,  and  perfectly  in  the  dark, 
were  desired  to  decide  ?  This  was  so  obviously  absurd,  that  he 
should  have  imagined,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
put  the  matter  at  issue,  he  would,  himself,  have  furnished  those 
who  were  called  upon  to  give  judgment,  with  the  means  of 
forming  their  opinion.     As  he  had  not  proceeded  thus  far,  he 
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meant  to  do  it  by  his  motioQ  of  that  day  ;  but  concluding  that 
m  great  deal  of  matter  improper  to  be  laid  b^ore  the  house 
might  be  contained  in  the  detail  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
naval  and  military  oflScers,  he  had  cautiously  forborne  to  make 
bis  motitw  too  exteoBive ;  and  had  worded  it  so  as  to  empower 
ministers  to  lay  such  parts  only  of  what  papers  the  motion  called 
for  before  the  house,  as  might  be  placed  upon  the  table  wilh 
the  greatest  safety  to  the  state.  If,  however,  his  modon  in  its 
present  form,  was  found  to  be  objectionable,  and  less  objection- 
able words  could  be  suggested,  he  would  readily  adopt  them  ; 
and  If  the  papers  were  furnished  and  bore  out  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  assertion,  he,  for  one,  would  abandon  all 
idea  of  opposing  the  proposal  to  suffer  the  mcHiey  to  be  applied 
to  fortifications.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  for  a  copy 
of  the  appointment  of  the  board  of  naval  and  military  officers, 
of  such  parts  of  their  instructions,  and  of  their  report,  as  His 
Majesty's  discretion  might  deem  proper  to  be  made  public  with 
perfect  consistency  to  the  safety  of  the  state. 

A*  the  board  nqtiriiion  had  been  eoiutittUed  bfciraitar  letlert  fromtbe  Idng, 
Kilitmi  ONy  nffieial  cemmunon  or  appmrUmtnt,  Mr.  Pilt  labttiluted  anoi&tr 
matio*,  the  tame  ta  ^eet  a*  the  foregoing,  but  mare  caHfarmablr  to  the  fact, 
wktekpaued  tataximotulg. 


■  Febrvaht  37. 
FOBTIFICATIONS  FOB  THE  FBOTECTtoN  OV  DOCK-YARDS. 
The  papert  nunxdfor  on  Ihe  I6lh  being  laid  b^ore  the  ho>ue,  Mr.  Pitt  in/ro- 
dMced  the  metmrei  in  thtfotut  of  a  general  reniUtion,  to  the  following  effect : — 
"  Tliai  it  appean  to  Ihit  houte,  that  to  provide  effectually  for  lecttriag  hit  Ma- 
jtttg't  dodc-yard  at  Porlimonth  and  Plyraoulh,  by  a  pemtanent  lystem  offart^- 
eation  founded  on  Ihe  mott  eeonomieal  principlei,  and  requiring  the  emalleit  kkm- 
ber  of  troop*  pottible  to  oiuwer  Ihepnrpiae  of  neh  teatrily,  ie  an  eueniial  ob- 
ject for  the  vtfety  ^f  the  ttale,  internally  comecled  with  ihe  general  d^enee 
vf  the  ttngdom,  and  necetearyfor  eiKdiling  thejieet  to  act  with  full  vigour  and 
effect  for  Ihe  protection  {^commerce,  theiupport  of  our  dittant  poateiaiani,  and 
the  proeeetUion  qf  qfenniw  operalimu,  in  any  war  in  which  the  nation  may  here- 
«0er  be  engaged."  In  oppoeilion  to  the  meaevrt,  it  wai  moved  at  an  amtiHlmtnl 
by  Mr.  Battard,  to  leave  ont  <tf  the  reiolntion  aU  the  wordt  from  the  leord 
"  honee,"  to  the  end  ^  the  qaeition,  and  to  intert  "  that  fartifieationi  m  fo 
tztentivt  a  plan  at  jfropoted  by  the  Board  are  inexpedient." 

Mk.  Shebidan  declared,  that  he  gave  the  noble  viscount  full 
credit  for  the  principles  he  had  professed  with  respect  to  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  that  he  did  sincerely  believe  that  the  noble  vis- 
VOL.  I.  M  _, 
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count  would  not  vote  for  the  measure  then  und»  discussioii ; 
but,  upon  a  supposition,  that  its  tendency  was  rather  to  diminish 
than  augment  the  military  power  of  the  crown.  Upon  this 
ground,  therefore,  he  would  meet  him ;  and  he  was  sanguine 
enough  to  believe  that  the  noble  viscount  might  be  induced  to 
alter  the  opinion  which  he  had  declared,  unless  indeed  he  was 
restrained  from  exercising  his  free  judgment  upon  the  subject ; 
an  apprehension  which  a  late  speech  of  his  had  su^ested,  a 
speech  in  which  the  noble  viscount  had  expressed  himself  so  fiill 
of  dread  and  horror  at  the  means  by  which  a  Tory  foe,  in  anotim 
place,  had,  both  by  sap  and  storm,  assailed  those  constitution^ 
bulwarks  which  the  noble  viscount  had  so  zealously  endeavoured 
to  erect  for  the  protection  of  our  decayed  election  rights,  that  it 
was  almost  reasonable  tu  presume  that  the  noble  viscount  might 
have  entered  into  a  serious  compact  with  a  noble  duke,  his 
former  ally  on  this  subject,  for  reciprocal  assistance  on  their  two 
favourite  objects ;  by  which  the  noble  viscount  was  peremptorily 
to  support  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  dock-yards  in  that  house,  or 
the  noble  duke  would  no  longer  engage  to  assist  him  in  fortifying 
the  constitution  in  the  other.  But  what  was  the  noble  viscount's 
argument  f  He  had  rested  the  matter  entirely  upon  the  ground 
taken  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  the  pursuing 
this  system  of  fortification  would  actually  diminish  the  standing 
army  in  this  country ;  and  that  the  number  of  troops  being  so 
diminished,  there  would  be  proportionably  less  cause  for  that 
constitutional  jealousy,  with  which  all  parties  agreed  it  was  our 
duty  to  regard  the  increasing  military  power  of  the  crown.  That 
this  system  of  defence  by  fortifications,  could,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  standing  army,  be 
must  beg  leave  utterly  to  deny.  Some  plausible  arguments 
indeed  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  this  notion,  which,  how- 
ever, when  sifted,  would  be  found  fallacious  and  contradictory. 
For  the  present,  however,  he  would  waive  that  point,  and  admit 
implicitly,  that  the  standing  army  of  the  country  would  be  re- 
duced by  the  measure  proposed,  precisely  in  the  prt^mrtion 
stated  by  the  noble  viscount;  it  then,  however,  remained  to  be 
proved,  that,  giving  the  noble  viscount  his  premises,  he  was  right 
in  his  conclusion.  When  we  talked  of  a  constitutional  jealousy 
of  the  military  power  of  the  crown,  what  was  the  real  object  to 
which  we  pmnted  our  suspicimt  ?     What  was  the  datum,  as  the 
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faihiwMible  phrase  wu,  upon  which  they  proceeded  P  What  t 
but  tbftt  it  was  id  the  nature  of  kings  to  love  power,  and  in  the 
ooQttitution  c^  umies  to  obey  kings.  This,  doubtless,  was  most 
delicate  ground  to  touch  upon;  butthedrcumstancesof  the  pre- 
smt  question-  called  for  plain  dealing ;  and  for  his  part  he  could 
not  be  suspected,  even  in  the  smalleBt  degree,  of  alluding  either 
to  tbe  present  monarch  upon  the  throne,  or  to  the  army  under 
his  oommand.  He  agreed  most  sincerely  to  tbe  distinctions  taken 
with  respect  to  both,  by  a  worthy  baronet  who  hod  spoken  before 
him ;  but  at  ^e  same  time  it  must  be  admitted,  that  whenever 
we  spoke  of  a  ooDstituttonal  jealousy  of  the  army,  it  was  upcn  a 
supporation  that  the  unhappy  time  might  come,  when  a  prince, 
misled  by  evil  counselors,  and  against  tbe  suggestions  of  his  own 
gracious  temper,  of  course,  might  cherish  the  disastrous  notion 
that  be  could  become  greater  by  making  his  subjects  less,  and 
that  an  army  might  be  found  so  forgetful  of  their  duty  as  citi- 
lens,  so  warped  by  fedlngs  of  false  honour,  or  so  degraded 
by  habits  of  implicit  obedience,  as  to  support  th^  military  head 
in  an  att^npt  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country  I 
The  possible  existence  of  this  case,  and  the  probable  coincidence 
of  these  drcumstances,  was  that  to  which  every  gentleman's  mind 
must  point  when  he  admiUed  an  argument  upon  the  subject ; 
otherwise  we  burlesqued  and  derided  the  wiadun  of  our  ances- 
tors in  their  provisions  ci  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  and  made  a  mere 
mockery  of  the  salutary  and  sacred  reserves  with  which,  for  a 
abort  and  limited  period,  we  annually  entrusted  the  executive 
magistrate  with  the  necessary  defence  of  the  country.  This  plain 
Btateaieot  being  really  the  case,  to  what,  in  such  a  crisis,  were  we 
to  look  t  Were  oar  apprehensions  only  to  be  directed  to  the 
length  of  the  musteavroU  of  men  in  the  king's  pay  P  Were  we  to 
calculate  only  the  number  of  soldiers  whom  he  could  encamp  at 
Hounslow,  Or  tbe  force  of  the  detachment  which  he  might  spare 
to  surround  the  lobby  oC  tbe  bouse  of  commons  P  No ;  the  jet 
and  substance  of  the  question  lay  briefly  here : — In  which  of  the 
two  situatioDs  now  argued  Upon,  would  the  king  wid  his  evil  ad- 
visers find  themselves  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  military  force  and 
preparation,  and  most  likely  to  command  and  to  receive  a  mili- 
tary BuppcHt  f  In  ^s  point  of  view  would  it  be  ai^ed,  that 
tbeae  fortresses,  which  were  to  become  capable  of  resisting  the 
nege  of  a  foreign  enemy  landed  in  force,  would  serve  as  a  suffix 
m2 
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cient  strragth  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  when  the  enemy  was 
his  people?  Would  do  stress  be  given  to  the  great  and  im- 
portant distinction,  already  ahly  urged,  between  troops  elected 
and  separated  from  their  fellow-citizens  in  garrisons  and  forts, 
and  men  living  scattered  and  entangled  in  all  the  common  duties 
and  connections  of  their  countrymen  ?  Was  this  an  argument 
of  no  weight  %hen  applied  to  the  militia,  who  were  to  form  a 
part  of  these  garrisons  F  or  would  it,  even  for  a  mom^t,  be  pre- 
tended, that  men  under  such  circumstances,  and  in  such  dis- 
ciplined habits,  were  not  a  thousand  times  more  likely  to  despise 
the  breath  of  parliament,  and  to  lend  themselves  to  the  active 
purposes  of  tyranny  and  ambition,  than  the  loose  and  uncon- 
nected bodies  which  exist  even  with  jealousy  under  the  present 
system  ?  It  was  necessary  to  press  the  distinction ;  the  fact  was, 
that  these  strong  military  holds,  if  maintained  as  they  must  be 
in  peace,  by  full  and  disciplined  garrisons ;  if  well  provided,  and 
calculated  to  atand  regular  sieges,  as  the  present  plan  professed ; 
and  if  extended  to  all  the  objects  to  which  the  system  must  ine- 
vitably lead,  whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  inducementa 
to  tempt  a  weak  prince  to  evil  views,  or  as  engines  of  power,  in 
case  of  an  actual  rupture;  would,  in  truth,  promise  tenfold  the 
means  of  curbing  and  subduing  the  country,  than  could  be  stated 
to  arise  even  from  doubling  the  present  military  establishment ; 
with  this  extraordinary  aggravation  attending  the  folly  of  con- 
seodng  to  such  a  system,  that  those  very  naval  stores  and  maga> 
zines,  the  seed  and  sources  of  our  future  navy,  the  effectual  pre- 
servation of  which  was  the  pretence  for  these  unassailable  for- 
tresses, would,  in  that  case,  become  a  pledge  and  hostage  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  which,  in  a  country  circumstanced  aa  this 
was,  must  insure  an  unconditional  submisdcm  to  the  most  extra- 
vagant claims  which  despotism  could  dictate. 

What  could  possibly  prove  more  fallacious .  than  holding  out 
expectations,  that  a  system  of  defence  by  fortifications  could,  in 
fact,  end  in  a  retrenchment  of  the  standing  army  P  The  first 
fallacy  in  this  argument  stood  forward  in  the  supposition  that 
the  system  of  defence  by  fortifications  was  necessarily  to  stop, 
when  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  should  become  secured  ;  and 
that  the  reasoning  upon  which  the  extensive  works  for  those 
places  were  justified,  would  not  apply  to  any  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  howevw  thdr  importance  called  for  defence,  or  their 
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rituaticn  exposed  tbem  to  attack.  The  shortest  roelbod  of  re- 
futing this  idea,  was  simply  to  suppose  the  same  board  of  officers, 
acting  under  the  same  iDBtructions,  and  deliberating  under  the 
same  data,  going  a  circuit  round  the  coast  of  the  kingdom,  and 
directed  to  report  upon  the  various  places  in  their  progress ; 
and  let  any  person  fairly  consider  the  suppositions  under  which 
they  make  their  present  report,  and  then  hesitate  to  confess,  that 
they  must,  of  necessity,  recommend  a  similar  plan  of  defence 
proporUoned  to  the  imporUnce  of  every  place  to  which  their  at- 
tention was  directed.  It  was  superfiuous  to  dwell  upon  the 
circumstances  which  no  longer  permitted  us  to  omader  Holland, 
in  future,  otherwise  than  as  a  province  of  France ;  or  which 
made  it  equally  reasonable  to  look  with  an  eye  of  ^prebensioD 
to  the  neighbouring  coast  belonging  to  the  emperor ;  because, 
the  fact  was  evident  that,  in  the  case  of  this  country  b^ng 
engaged  in  a  war  against  apowerful  confederacy  (upon  the  sup- 
position of  which  alone  the  present  scheme  was  recommended 
and  justified)  every  motive  of  prudence  must  compel  us  to  direct 
an  attention  as  vigorous  and  vigilant  to  the  eastern  as  to  the 
southern  coast  of  this  country.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  bouse 
to  remain  at  a  loss  to  discover  various  places ,  which,  with 
Chatham  and  Sheemess  (where  most  extensive  lines  had  actually 
been  bc^un  under  the  auspices  of  the  noble  duke)  must  necessa- 
rily be  provided  for  in  ibe  new  system  of  protection  ;  and  for  * 
his  own  part,  indeed,  he  could  wish,  that  any  person  would 
compute  the  stationary  defence' necessary  for  such  places,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  twenty-two  thousand  men  demanded  for  Ports- 
mouth and  Plymouth  ;  and  allow  likewise  for  any  moving  force 
in  the  country,  and  then  decide  what  chance  there  was  that  this 
prolific  system  would  terminate  in  a  reduction  of  the  standing 
army  ! 

Concerning  the  probability  of  our  being  able  to  furnish  men 
for  the  constant  maintenance  of  these  garrisons,  he  felt  it  requi- 
site to  observe,  that  the  argument  had  been,  not  a  reference  to 
our  present  peace  establishment,  but  to  the  extent  of  the  service 
during  the  most  extravagant  periods  of  the  last  war ;  which,  in 
other  words,  was  to  hold  out  a  notion  that  we  might  speedily- 
again  look  to  a  time  when  we  should  become  able  to  expend,  for 
the  purpose  of  war,  fifteen  millions  of  money  in  the  course  of  a 
single  year  !— at  the  very  moment  when  the  right  honourable 
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gentleman  was  holding  out  the  reductioii  of  our  debt  b;  a  few 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  as  the  triumph  of  his  administratioD, 
and  the  corner-stone  of  that  pillar  upon  which  his  fame  was  to 
become  emblazoned  !  But,  even  supposing  this  to  be  pwaible, 
and  considering  the  r^erence  to  our  est^lishment  in  the  last 
war  as  just,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  an  unfair 
advantage  of  the  argument ;  for  when  he  stated  the  numeroua 
armies  which  we  bad  upon  the  continent  of  America,  as  re- 
sources from  which  we  were  in  future  to  garrison  these  forts, 
and  increase  our  home  defence,  he  ought  also  to  have  taken  into 
hie  account  the  enormous  floating  establishment  attendant  upon 
those  armies ;  and  which,  being  conv«ted  into  an  efficient  naval 
defence  at  home,  would  make  both  his  fortilicationB  and  his 
garriscKis  unnecessary. 

To  the  attack  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  chosen  to  make  upon  the  late  administraticM],  he  should 
beg  leave  to  answer  that,  in  whatever  point  of  view  he  was  that 
day  to  r^ard  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  as  that 
glorious  orb  which  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Luttrell)  had 
described  him  to  be,  whose  influence  and  power  was  more  than 
to  compensate  to  the  nation  for  the  loss  of  an  hemisphere ;  or 
whether  his  lustre  was  calculated  rather  to  dazsle  and  surjurise, 
than  to  cherish  and  invigorate ;  whether  be  merited  the  less  mm- 
plimentaiy  language  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Coltmel 
Barre)  who  observed,  that  his  conscience  had  been  suiprieed  in 
this  business  ;  or  whether  he  had  capitulated  upon  r^ular  sp- 
proaches ;  whether  he  had  been  successful  in  repelling  the  in- 
sinuation ctf  another  gentleman,  that  he  was  not  in  earnest  in  this 
cause,  by  the  vehemence  of  his  manner,  or  had  confirmed  it  by 
the  weakness  of  his  argument ;  whether  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  most  deserved  the  praises  or  reproaches  which  he  had 
recrived,  he  would  not  embarrass  hims^  by  pretending  to  de- 
termine ;  but  only  observe,  that  one  part  of  his  cmduct  bad 
most  astonishingly  escaped  the  pan^yric  of  his  friends— 4e 
meant  the  spirit  and  enterprise  with  which,  taking  his  faint  pro- 
bably from  the  subject  in  debate,  he  had  endeavoured  to  carry 
-the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  pursue  measures  of  o^Dce 
and  attack  ;  whilst  every  pass  at  home  was  left  unfortified  and 
defenceless. 

For  what  was  the  ground  of  this  .strenuous  charge?     The 
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late  admiDiBtration  (as  the  right  honourable  geDtleman  asserted) 
had  submitted  pott  of  this  very  plan  to  the  judgment  of  parlia- 
ment, but  at  the  desire  of  the  bouse,  withdrew  that  part  for 
recoDsideratioD ;  and  now,  if,  upon  reconsideration,  tliey  had  ia 
any  respect  altered  their  opioioa,  it  was  the  grossest  incoosis- 
teocy  of  conduct,  and  dereUction  of  principle ! — an  extraordi- 
nary charge,  and  particularly  so  from  the  gentleman  by  whom 
it  was  urged!  He  had  reconsidered  many  subjects,  without 
aspiring  to  the  merit  of  an  obstinate  adherence  to  his  first 
opinion.  He  had  reconsidered  his  American  intercourse  bill, 
and  bad  publicly  avowed,  that  he  had  parted  with  every  idea 
which  he  once  entertained  upon  .that  subject. — He  had  recon- 
sidered his  India  bill,  and  before  it  was  engrossed,  had  scarcely 
Buffered  one  word  to  remain  which  belonged  to  it  vbea  it  was 
brought  in.  He  had  recooudered  his  Irish  resolutions,  in 
every  part,  provision,  and  prindple ;  and,  having  first  offered 
them  as  a  bounty  to  Ireland,  he  had  reccmsidered  the  boon,  and 
.annexed  a  price  to  it,  and  then  reconsidered  his  own  reconuder- 
atitn,  and  abandoned  his  own  indispensable  condition '  And 
yet  this  minister,  whose  whole  government  had  been  one  con- 
tinued series  of  rash  proposition  and  ungraceful  concession, 
held  it  out  as  a  palpable  enormity  In  others,  that  recoouderation 
should  have  produced  alteration  of  sentiment,  and  that  too  upon 
a  subject  where  the  first  opinion  must  have  been  taken  upon  ' 
credit,  and  the  second  was  called  for  upon  minute  information 
and  authentic  inquiry.  In  the  same  excellent  spirit  of  recon- 
sideration, many  honourable  gentlemen  round  the  minister,  who 
had  formerly  given  a  decided  opinion  against  the  fortifications, 
w«e  now  solicitous  to  argue  in  their  favour.  As  an  effectual 
defence  of  the  conduct  «f  the  late  administration,  he  could 
prove,  by  referring  to  the  estimates  and  journals  of  i'JSS,  that 
they  had  not  the  least  occasion  to  resort  to  the  justification  of 
having  changed  their  minds  in  consequoice  of  better  informa- 
tion ;  for  the  fact  was,  that  they  never  had,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree,  committed  themselves  either  in  opinion  or'  approbation 
of  the  present  plan. 

Concerning  the  history  t^  the  rise  and  progress  of  fortifica- 
tions in  this  island,  upon  which  the  right  honotirable  gentle- 
man had  laid  so  much  stress ;  as  if  he  had  proved,  that  what 
was  not  new,  must  be  constitutional,  and  that  the  point  which 
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had  been  often  tried,  must  be  fit  to  be  carried  into  execution; 
he  should  maintain,  that  every  word  urged  on  this  subject 
made  against  the  cause  which  it  wss  brought  to  support ;  for 
experience,  even  by  their  own  statement,  convinced  ua  of 
nothing  but  that  the  nation  had  invariably  been  deluded  and 
defrauded  upon  this  unprincipled  plea  of  fortifications ;  that 
much  had  been  done  and  undone,  many  schemes  and  many 
projects  tried ;  many  millions  spent,  and  the  object  avowedly 
as  distant  as  ever !  So  that  repeated  proofs  of  past  deceptioa 
were  all  which  they  urged  as  arguments  for  present  confidence ; 
and  it  was  modestly  expected,  they  would  believe,  that  because 
a  poiot  had  been  always  unsuccessfully  attempted,  it  was  now 
at  last  certain  of  being  wisely  accomplished. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  diosen 
eagerly  to  dwell  upon  a  pretended  charge  of  inconsistency  which 
he  advanced  against  an  hcmourable  naval  office  (Ciqitain  Mac- 
bridej  and  which,  although  the  latter  had  omitted  to  reply  to 
it,  had  no  other  foundation  than  the  right  htmourable  gentle- 
man having  thought  proper  to  confound  the  opinion  of  the  land 
officers  with  that  of  the  sea  officers.  With  respect  to  the  report 
itself,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  those  who  had  eatreocfaed 
themselves  in  constitutional  objections  only,  refusing  to  be 
bound  by  the  advice  and  authority  of  any  board  of  general 
officers  or  engineers  whatsoever  upon  such  a  subject,  bad  taken 
strong  and  respectable  ground ;  and  -that  those,  also,  who  had 
ai^ued  the  subject  niore  with  a  refnvnce  to  the  state  of  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  had  seemed  to  consider  the  measure 
as  adviseable,  or  otherwise,  according  as  it  should  prove  consis- 
tent with  the  necessary  principles  of  economy,  were  undoubt- 
edly intitled  to  every  attention.  For  his  own  part,  however,  he 
did  not  go  to  the  extreme  of  the  reasoning  used  on  either  of 
these  topics— every  hour  produced  instances  where  practices 
highly  dangerous  by  their  precedent,  and  evidently  infringing 
on  the  established  ri^ts  of  the  subject,  were  resorted  to,  un- 
avoidably perhaps,  for  the  purpose  of  retrieving  and  maintaining 
ihat  public  credit,  without  which  the  affairs  of  this  country 
were  cwnpletely  desperate.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  pledged  himself  not  to  press  this  business,  unless  he  could 
make  it  appear  to  be  a  measure  not  less  essential  to  national 
safety  than  to  the  preservation  of  national  credit.     Upon  this 
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line  f>f  argument,  the  dangers  tu  be  appreheoded  to  the  consti- 
tution,  which  were  stated  as  eventual  and  remote,  must,  of 
course,  give  way,  aod  the  point  of  economy  was  wholly  out  of 
the  question. 

The  right  hooourable  gentleman  had  also  contended,  that 
the  deddon  of  a  board  specially  appointed  for  this  inquiry,  and 
conristing  of  persons  eminently  qualified  for  the  judgment 
expected  from  them,  was  the  best  authority  which  the  country 
could  obtain  on  the  subject ;  and  afforded  a  surer  guide  for  the 
ojnnion  and  conduct  of  that  house,  than  either  the  arguments 
or  the  information  of  its  individual  members  could  supply.  To 
this  he  had  already  assented,  and  now  repeated  his  assail ;  nor 
did  he  hesitate  to  renew  the  pledge  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able geotlemut  had  appeared  so  anxious  to  fix  him,  that  he,  for 
his  own  part,  mindful  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  question 
was  suspraded  at  the  dose  of  the  last  session,  would  rest  con- 
tented to  abide  by  the  decidon  of  a  board  so  described,  aod  to 
withdraw  his  objections  to  the  plan,  if  it  could  be  fairly  made 
to  appear  that  these  gentlemen,  (whose  names  and  characters 
he  freely  admitted  did  intitle  them  to  the  confidence  which  was 
claimed  for  them)  upon  a  full  investigation  of  the  whole  subject 
proposed  last  year  in  parliament  to  be  submitted  to  their  inquiry, 
aod  being  left  to  thdr  own  free  aod  unfettered  judgment  io 
forming  thdr  dedsion — had  reported,  as  th«r  decided  and  un< 
qualified  opinion,  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble  duke, 
and  then  under  discussitm,  was  a  measure  which  it  became  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  parliament  to  adopt.  Upon  this  point 
they  were  at  issue ;  and  the  report  in  bis  hand  was  the  only 
authcnity  to  which  he  should  appeal,  and  the  sole  ground  upon 
which  he  should  argue, 

Yet,  previous  to  the  least  discussion  of  the  matter  of  the  report, 
he  could  not  omit  to  take  notice  of  many  drcurostanoes  attending 
the  manner  of  its  formation.  Far  from  meaning  to  reflect  upon 
the  officers  who  composed  the  board,  he  must  beg  leave  to  sup- 
port thecomplaint  which  bad  been  urged  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Colonel  Barr6)  who  first  suggested  this  reference, 
that,  in  violation  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  ministers,  they  bad 
not  referred  the  question  of  a  system  for  the  general  defence  of 
the  country  to  the  board,  giving  them  due  time  and  materials  for 
forming  their  opinion  upon  the  great  and  extensive  subject ;  but 
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bad  meidy  required  from  them  a  short  answer  relative  to  two 
points  of  attack  under  certain  data  of  thedr  own  impoeing. 

Many  powerful,  perhaps  unanswerable,  objecUons  had  been 
made  against  the  appointment  of  the  noble  duke  to  be  president 
of  the  board.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  had  alluded  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  noble  duke's  personal  cbantcter  ;— 
he  had  been  described  as  a  man  who  was  never  known  to  give  up 
a  point ;  but  whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  or  whether  there  was 
some  principles  of  public  profession,  to  which  the  noble  duke  had 
not  very  rigorously  adhered,  he  would  not  pretend  to  decide,  as 
he  might  be  suspected  of  speaking  from  party  prejudices.  There 
was  one  characteristic,  however,  of  the  noble  duke's  mind,  which 
he  thought  might  be  furly  mentioned ;  as  it  was  a  peculiarity 
which  had  been  publicly  brbught  forward  in  argument  by  high 
authority  in  that  house ;  aod  if  now  refeiring  to  it,  he  were  to 
represent  that  noble  personage  as  <^  a  temper  eager  for  extrava- 
gance, and  vehement  in  th«  extreme ; — if  he  were  to  describe  him 
as  a  person  who,  having  taken  up  a  just  principle,  was  capable 
of  defeating  all  salutary  proceeding  upon  it,  by  driving  on  with 
a  heated  imagination  to  the  most  flighty  and  preposterous  con- 
dusions ;  the  right  honourable  geatleman  opposite  to  him  {\he 
chancell<x-  of  the  exchequer)  would  beccnne  bis  authority.  He 
was  the  person  who  had  led  him  and  the  house  into  that  opinion ; 
as  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  honourable  geodemui,  who, 
during  a  former  session  heard  that  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  discuss 
the  noble  duke's  principles  of  parliamentary  reform,  and  recol- 
lected the  terms  of  indignant  ridicule  with  which  he  had  cautioned 
them  against  the  schemes  of  so  visionary  a  projector.  If,  thra«- 
fore,  he  was  arraigned  for  following  any  plan  of  the  noble  duke's 
with  a  peculiar  degree  of  jealousy,  he  should  leave  his  justifica- 
tion in  the  abler  hands  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

Yet  the  noble  duke  deserved  the  warmest  panegyrics  ioT  the 
striking  proofs  he  bad  given  of  his  genius  as  an  engineer,  which 
appeared  even  in  the  planning  and  construction  of  the  paper  in 
his  hand.  The  professional  ability  of  the  master-general  shone 
as  conspicuously  there  as  it  could  upon  our  coasts.  He  had  made 
it  an  argument  of  posts;  and  conducted  his  reasoning  upon 
principles  of  trigonometry  as  well  as  logic.  There  were  certain 
detached  data,  like  advanced  works,  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  main  object  in  debate.  Strong  provisions  covered 

n,5,t,7rjM,G00glc 


1786.]  BIGHT   HON.    R.    B.   SHERIDAN.  171 

the  flaoka  of  his  assertiona.  His  very  queries  were  in  casements. 
No  impression,  therefore,  was  to  be  made  on  this  ftatress  ot  so- 
phistry by  desultory  observations ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  at 
down  before  it,  and  assail  it  by  regular  approaches.  It  was  for- 
tunate, however,  to  observe,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  skill 
employed  by  the  noble  and  literary  engineer,  his  mode  of  defmce 
on  paper  was  open  to  the  smne  objection  which  had  been  urged 
against  his  other  fortifications ;  that  if  his  adversary  got  posses- 
sion of  one  of  his  posts,  it  became  strength  against  him,  and  the 
means  of  subduing  the  whole  line  of  his  argument. 

The  points  which  (Mr.  Sheridan  said)  he  should  concave  that 
he  had  distinctly  established  from  the  authentic  document  before 
the  house,  notwithstanding  the  mutilated  state  in  which  it  ap- 
peared, were — first,  that  not  one  word,  hint,  or  suggestion  on 
the  part  of  the  naval  ofiicers  tending  to  give  any  approbation, 
either  directly  or  by  implication,  to  the  scheme  of  fortification 
then  in  debate,  was  to  be  found  in  that  paper ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  from  the  manner  in  which  a  reference  was  made  to  the 
minutes  of  the  naval  officers,  of  which  the  result  was  withholden, 
a  strong  presumption  might  be  grounded,  wholly  iodependent  of 
the  information  which  the  house  had  received  from  members  of 
that  board,  that  those  minutes  did  contain  a  condemnation  of 
the  plan.  He  did  not  expect  to  hear  it  argued  that  the  result 
of  those  minutes  could  not  be  communicated,  because  they  were 
mixed  with  dangerous  matters  of  intelligence ;  they  had  shown 
a  sufficient  degree  of  ingenuity  in  the  manner  of  having  extracted 
(hem  from  the  report ;  and  it  would  prove  extraordinary  indeed 
if,  wherever  the  judgment  was  unfavourable,  it  should  have  been 
so  blended  and  complicated  with  matter  of  detail  and  dangerous 
discussion,  that  no  chemical  process  in  the  ordnance  laboratory 
oould  possibly  separate  them ;  whilst  on  the  contrary,  every  a[v 
proving  opinion,  like  a  light,  subtile,  oily  fluid,  floated  at  the 
b^  at  once ;  and  the  clumsiest  clerk  was  capable  of  presenting 
it  to  the  house,  pure  and  untinged  by  a  single  particle  of  the  ar- 
gument or  information  upon  which  it  was  produced. 

lu  the  second  place,  he  should  contend  that  the  opinion  given 
by  the  land  officers  in  favour  of  the  plan  was  hypothetical  and 
conditional ;  and  that  they  had  unanimously  and  invariably, 
diroughout  the  whole  business,  refused  to  l«id  their  authority 
to,  or  make  themselves  responsible  for,  the  data  or  supposidMis 

,  Coot^lc 


17^  SPEECHES   OF    THE  [FEB.  37* 

upon  which  that  opiaioc  was  to  be  maiatained.  This  circum- 
stance deserved  the  more  particuUr  attention  of  the  houee,  be- 
cause the  report  had  been  so  artfully  managed,  as  in  many  points 
to  i^pear  to  support  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  in  a  contrary  assertion. 

Next,  he  regarded  bimsdf  as  unanewo^bly  justified  in  con- 
cluding that  the  data  themselves  were  founded  upon  a  supposi- 
tion of  events  so  improbable  and  desperate,  that  the  existence  of 
the  case  contained  in  them,  carried  with  it  not  the  imminent 
danger  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  only,  but  the  actual  con- 
quest of  the  island.  Upon  this  occasion,  be  did  not  think  much 
detail  of  argument  was  necessary,  after  he  had,  at  least  in  his 
opinion,  irrefragahly  established,  that  in  the  case  alluded  to,  in 
the  words  often  recurred  to,  "  under  the  circumstance  of  the 
data,"  was  literally  this,  *'  The  absence  of  the  whole  British  fleet 
for  the  space  of  three  months ;  while  an  army  of  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  men  was  ready  on  the  enemy's  coast  to  invade  this 
country,  that  enemy  to  choose  their  point  of  landing,  to  land 
and  encamp,  with  heavy  artillery,  and  every  necessary  for  a 
siege ;  whilst  no  force  in  great  Britain  could  he  collected  in  less 
than  two  months  to  oppose  them."  By  no  means  could  he  admit 
as  a  fact,  even  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  enemy  ^ould  de- 
cide in  assaulting  no  part  but  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth,  he 
should,  with  most  polite  hostility,  scorn  to  strike  a  blow  at  the 
heart  of  the  empire ;  but  in  the  courtly  spirit  of  a  French  duelist] 
should  fum  only  to  wound  in  the  sword-arm ;  yet  even  under 
this  idea,  must  he  deny  that  these  only  objects  provided  for, 
could  be  said  to  be  effectually  secured.  For,  first,  it  was  not 
made  out  that  the  enemy  might  not  ^ther  land  or  march  to  the 
eastward  of  Plymouth,  where  no  defence  was  pretended;  and, 
secondly,  the  whole  question  turning  upon  a  supposition  of  our 
being  inferior  at  sea,  in  that  case  a  presumption  of  the  safe  re- 
turn of  the  inferior  fleet  and  its  beating  the  superior  fleet,  was 
the  sole  resource  for  the  relief  of  the  besieged  dock-yards ;  the 
defence  of  which  was  expressly  stated  in  the  report,  to  be  calcu- 
lated only  against  the  force,  and  for  the  time  expressed  in  the 
data ;  so  that  the  enemy  having  it  obviously  in  his  power,  whilst 
master  of  the  sea,  to  recruit  his  own  army,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
other  exposed  parts  of  this  kingdom  in  check  and  alarm,  and 
thereby  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  our  assembling  and  uniting 
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a  fanx  suffideat  to  raise  the  siege,  it  followed  that  if  either  the 
enemy's  army  exceeded  the  number  supposed,  or  at  the  time  was 
prok>nged  beyond  the  period  calculated,  the  whole  of  this  ef- 
fectual security  vanished  under  their  own  reasoning,  and  we 
dtould  merely  have  prepared  a  strong  hold  in  the  country  for 
our  foe;  a  bold  which  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was 
supposed  to  make  the  attack,  would  enable  him  for  ever  to 
retain. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  proceeded  to  his  remarks  concerning  the 
distinction  which  had,  during  the  debate,  been  made  relative  to 
the  different  perscHis  who  were  supposed  to  form  the  opposition 
to  the  present  plan,  and  said  he  had  beard  the  old  insinuations 
of  party  views  resorted  to  by  those  who  defended  the  original 
motion ;  and  some  honourable  gentlemen  wbo  most  strenuously 
opposed  it*  had,  however,  in  a  kind  of  language  which  he  could 
not  avoid  taking  notice  of,  disavowed  any  party  feding  or  con- 
nection with  the  party  in  question.  With  respect  to  himself,  he 
was  happy  that  the  business  had  worn  so  little  the  appearance 
of  party  as  it  had ;  and  although  he  had  moved  for  and  obtained 
the  report,  which  had  been  so  much  discussed,  and  upon  which 
so  much  had  turned,  he  had  proved  himself  ready  and  anxious 
(as  the  persons  alluded  to  well  knew)  to  resign  the  business  into 
the  hands  of  the  respectable  gentleman  who  had  upmi  that  day 
BO  ably  brought  it  forward.  He  could  never,  for  one,  submit 
to  the  imputation,  that  the  party  with  whom  he  had  the  honour 
to  act  were  supporting  or  opposing  any  measure  upon  the  motives 
less  just,  less  fair  or  less  honourable  than  those  which  influenced 
any  other  description  of  gentlemen  in  that  house.  The  present 
questioa  could  not  even  be  pretended  to  be  pursued  with  party 
policy,  as  there  was  not  a  person  in  the  house  who  could  avoid 
confessing  that  party  purposes  would  be  better  gratified  by  en- 
tangling the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
obnoxious  and  unpopular  schraie.  But  the  gentleman  who  had 
upon  that  day  led  the  opposition  to  it,  had  been  desired  to  take 
such  a  lead,  because  it  appeared  among  the  most  effectual  means 
of  warding  off  an  injury  from  the  country ;  otherwise  to  be  en- 
listing  uoder  leaders  for  the  day,  or  courting  the  temporary  as- 
dstance  of  any  description  of  gentlemen,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
prove  a  conduct  as  impolitic  as  undignified.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  recede  from  any  important  contest,  because  gentlemen  unoon- 
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nected  with  them  were  likely  to  have  the  credit  of  the  ereat, 
would  deservedly  cast  on  them  the  reproach  of  being  a  factioo 
and  not  a  party.  But  this  was  not  their  coaduct;  they  could 
defend  their  situatioii  upoD  syBtem  and  principle ;  however  re- 
duced their  ranks,  they  were  more  desirous  to  prove  they  were 
in  the  right  than  to  increase  their  numbers.  He  was  confident, 
however,  that  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  might  be  supposed  to 
allude,  were  too  liberal  to  set  a  less  value  upon  their  support 
that  day  because  it  was  unaccompanied  by  adulation,  or  any 
endeavour  to  canvass  for  their  future  connection.  Let  us  (added 
Mr.  Sheridan)  this  night  be  firmly  embodied  in  a  cause  we  equally 
approve.  Let  us  da  this  great  service  to  the  country  ;  thai  se- 
parate, and  seek  oppodng  camps.  Let  them  return  with  double 
triumph,  if  they  will,  of  having  conferred  an  important  benefit 
on  their  constituents  and  the  nation,  and  a  real  obligation  on 
the  government.  Let  them  have  the  credit  with  the  country  of 
having  defeated  the  miniBter''s  measure ;  and  the  merit  with  his 
friends,  of  having  rescued  him  from  a  perilous  dilemma.  Leave 
us  only  the  dlent  satisfaction  that,  without  envying  the  repu- 
tation of  those  whom  we  were  content  to  follow,  without  being 
piqued  by  insinuations  against  our  motives,  and  without  debating 
whether  the  minister  might  not  be  served  by  our  &ucce8fi,we  gave 
an  earnest  and  eealous  assistance  in  defeating  a  measure,  which, 
under  the  specious  pretence  of  securing  our  coasts,  strikes  at 
the  root  of  our  great  national  defence,  and  at  the  heart  of  the 
constitution  itself. 

7%«  gallery  being  ekored  the  houte  ditiiiUd  mt  the  malum  "  that  the  wonb 
ftvpoted  to  ba  l^  out,  ttand  a*  part  of  the  q»flion."     Agn,  1G9,-  wet,  169- 

n«  Ktmbtrt  btimg  eqtuil,  the  Speaier  rauerked  thai,  under  hU  iaoMUjr  to 
eag  axg  tkitig  new  upmt  a  tiAfoet  wMcA  had  been  atr^adg  m  thonmgUg  debated ; 
and  being  too  mncA  exhavtted  bg  fatigne  to  enter  largeU/  into  it  then,  even  yf  he 
potteiaed  talent  enough  to  do  it  in  a  tnanner  wAicA  aould  tend  to  Ihrote  ang  nea 
light  upon  it,  he  woitld  content  himnlftnth  merelg  giving  hie  vote  againtt  the 
oriffintil  motion,  and  declaring  that  the  aoei  had  carried  the  quettion." 


Habcb  6. 
FROCEEDINGB    AGAINST    MR.    HASTINGS. 
Major  Scott  on  the  firtt  dag  of  thi*  tettion,  2ilh  of  January,  1786, 
the  home  that  Mr,  Hattinyt  had  arrhrd  in  England  eome  monthl ;  and  he  there- 
fore aJied  upon  Mr.  Burke  toprodnce  the  charges  nhich  he  had  pledged  himeeff 
in  the  prteediiy  neriuu  to  bring  foncard  againet  Mr.  ffaiUngt ;  and  to  Jit  the 
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tvMeri  dag  fXHtiUe  for  tie  difourim  ^  Ikem.  Mr.  ButIm  rtplitd  to  ilit 
m^or,  bf  rrlatimff  mt  aaeedole  ef  tttt  great  Dukt  qf  Parma,  who  btingchaUniged 
if  Henry  tha  .FbiirU  of  Fivaee  "  to  hrvig  luMfonxi  into  the  opeufitld,  and  im- 
itamtbf  decide  their  ditpitiet"  mutaered  leilh  a  imile,  "  thai  he  kneie  vrtyjoett 
wtiat  he  had  to  do,  and  wo*  nof  eowe  to  far  to  Ae  directed  bg  an  ememy." 

Oa  the  nth  Mr.  Burke  brmght  thu  tmb/ect  before  the  ho%M.  After  denring 
the  derlc  to  nod  the  44th  mid4SthreiAtlivu  of  eentun  ami  rttai  of  Mr.  Hatt- 
(^,  BOMd  by  Mr.  Daeda*.  m  the  39M  qf  May,  1783,  heeoidthathe  entire^ 
agreed  in  opituon  taiih  the  friend*  qf  that  gentleman,  that  the  reeolutioHt  vhick 
had  been  read  ihonid  not  he  ttfgired  to  remain  a  mere  ealmnng  on  the  page  cf 
their  Jonmalt ;  at  the  •ame  time  he  lamented  that  the  nlnm  bnmneu  of  the  dm/ 
•ftaiild  haoe  deooloed  npon  him  bf  the  nattral  death  qf  tome,  bf  the  political 
death  afothert,  and  m  aomeitiMianeet  bjf  a  death  to  principle  and  to  dnly.  Hav- 
tafendeavemredtoremmie  the  oditan  of  appearing  a  forward  proteculor  qf  pubUe 
dtUmgnemeg,  Mr.  BarJce  called  back  the  recoUection  qf  the  honte  to  the  leveral 
froeeedinge  which  had  been  had  in  parliament  reapecting  the  mid-  adminielration 
^  the  eomptm^t  qffieert  in  India,  from  the  period  of  Lord  Clite't  government 
deton  to  the  report*  of  the  teeret  arid  telect  eommilteee,  the  reiohttioni  moetd 
(kra^Mm,  and  the  approbation  repeatedtg  ginen  to  fheoe  praceeOngt  by  hit  Ma- 
Jetty  from  the  ttroae.  It  wot  npon  the  anthority,  the  tanetion.  and  the  nuoo- 
TOgrmrnl  thni  ^gbrded  Ant,  that  he  retted  thit  accntaOon  qf  Mr.  Haetingt  ai  a 
d^iaqnent  of  the  fbrtt  magnitade.  After  going  through  an  itffinile  variety  qf 
topic*  rebOwt  to  thit  part  qf  Ut  ttlgeel ;  he  proceeded  to  explain  the  proeett 
wUeh  he  thenld  rteommend  to  the  houtt  to  pnrtue.  T\ere  v>ere,  he  obtereed, 
three  leoeral  mode*  cf  proceeding  agmil  tiate  deUnquenIt,  which,  according  to 
the  exigtneiet  of  partiadar  eaten,  had  each  at  d^erenl  timet  been  adopted.  7\e 
firtt  mat  to  direct  the  Attorney-General  to  proteeute ;  from  thit  mode  he  ee. 
hn^edged  himte^  Mofly  aoerte,  not  only  became  he  hadjntt  ditcooered  in  the 
gentleman  tehoJBled  tlut  titnation,  that  teal  for  pMic  jnttice  in  the  prennt 
btttanee,  which  wai  a  necettary  qtud^kation  m  a  publie  protecutor ;  but  more 
lapulall).  beeaaae  he  thenght  a  trial  in  the  Court  of  King't  Be»eh,  amidet  a 
dendqf  eantetqfmenmandhnm,  of  Iretpatt,  attauU,  battery,  attumptit  and 
tr«eer,  8^.  not  at  all  tnited  to  the  tite  and  enormity  of  the  offender,  or  to  the 
eeaiplieaied  luhre  and  extent  qf  hit  qffenett.  Another  mode  qf  proceeding  oe- 
catioxally  adopted  fiy  the  honte  wai  bybiUof  paint  and  penidliet;  thit  mode 
he  alto  greatly  ditapprooed  ef.  3%f  omly proeett  that  remained,  wot  by  the  an- 
cient and  contiitutional  mode  ofimpeackment ;  and  eotn  m  adopting  thit  proceti 
keOiatUdmdritetlie  honte  to  proceed  with  aUpottible  caution  and  prudence.  It 
had  been  ntnal,  kt  obten>id,in  the  fint  iHitanee,  la  retobie  that  the  party  acetaed 
ttoaU  be  impeached,  and  then  a  commitiee  to  «niNMa  the  eoideiiee,  and  find  the 
artiidet  on  wkieh  the  impeaehmeat  vat  to  be  founded.  TUt  mode  of  proceeding, 
had,  from  the  heat  andpattion  with  whieh  the  mindt  of  men  were  tometimei  apt 
to  be  a^amtd,  led  the  houae,  en  more  than  one  oeeaiion,  into  the  ditgraceful 
dilemma  qf  either  abandonimg  the  impeachment  they  had  voted,  or  ofprtferring 
^tidet  wUek  theg  had  not  evidenee  to  tupport.  In  order  to  tteer  clear  of  thit 
^tgrmee,  he  tkouldmoee  that  taehpapert  at  were  necettary  for  K^tlantiating  the 
gmli  ^  Mr.  HatHngt,  if  guilt  there  wat,  ehcnld  be  laid  b^ore  the  houtt.  and 
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that  tliota  paptn,  tegtiher  mik  the  ehargtt  txiraettd  from  thrm,  tkanid  b«  re- 
ferred io  a  eommitiM  of  the  whole  hovte,  and  entdmce  acani»td  t&trt«H.  If  the 
charge*  thoald  thru  appear,  vhat  hr  btUntd  thtjf  wonid  be  found  to  be,  eharget 
of  the  blackttl  and  foulett  natwe,  and  mpported  by  oompeteKt  and  m^teiad 
emdence,  the  home  vnndd  thett  proceed  taith  eonfidenee  and  dignity  to  the  bar  qf 
the  houee  qf  lordi.  After  a  wpteeh  af  cmeideriMe  length  Mr.  Bitrke  moved, 
"  That  eopiee  of  ail  eorrerpoadeiice,  ri««  the  month  <if  January,  1782,  ieteem 
Warren  Hatting*,  E*q-,  govemor-general  nf  Bengal,  and  the  Court  ^f  Director*, 
a*  well  b^ore  a*  jrinee  the  return  qf  the  laid  governor-general,  retafiee  to  preteni* 
aud  other  money, partiniarly  received  by  the  $aid  governor-general,  be  laid  b^ere 
thii  houte." 

The  jneition  being  carried,  Mr.  Burie  proceeded  Io  mooe  for  a  great  variety 
<tf  other  paper*,  which  he  alleged  teere  neee**ary  for  the  pro*ecutum  </  the  com* 
Ac  had  laderialien,  Thete  motion*  produced  much  eoHverealion ;  and,  toward* 
th*  dote  of  the  day,  there  appeared  eome  hetiialion  in  the  minieteri  nf  the  crown, 
whether  it  would  he  proper  to  produce  whatever  paper*  might  be  called  fdr  on  the 
mere  *ugge*tio»  qf  the  mover,  without  in*i*ting  upon  hi*  elating  the  eonnectiom 
they  had  with  the  matter*  conftRNed  m  the  report*  of  the  eommittee*,  beyond  which 
they  did  not  think  he  ought  to  go  in  the  matter  of  hi*  intended  aeeuiatUm.  At 
thi*  ttage  of  the  buMnt**,  the  hou*e  adjourned  at  one  o'clock,  »  account  af  the 
tUuM  of  the  Speaker ;  and  the  day  following  the  ccnvereaiion  wa»  reneu^ed  upon 
a  motion  for  paper*  relative  to  the  affair*  qf  Oude.  Major  Scott  followed  Mr. 
Bnrke,  and  agreed  in  opinion  with  him,  that  the  paper*  were  necet*ary  to  be  pro. 
dated ;  and  Mr.  Pitt,  ofter  many  prqfettion*  qf  the  mo*t  ufAiaued  impartiaUty, 
eoneurred  with  ihem ;  remarking  at  the  lamt  lime,  that  it  would  be  but  fair  and 
candid  in  Mr,  Burke  to  give  the  hauie  *ome  ^aec\fic  i^ormation  qf  the  mbjett 
wtatter  of  Au  charge*,  and  to  *tate  the  ground*  and  rea*on*for  the  production  qf 
tueh  paper*  a*  he  might  think  it  ntcettary  to  call  for  in  tupport  qf  thorn.  In 
eompUanee  with  Ihi*  n^neet,  Mr.  Burke  read  to  the  houee  a  *hort  ab*trool  qf  the 
Mwroj  eharge$  wkieh  he  deiigned  to  bring  forward  ;  and  pointed  out  the  matter* 
which  the  leveral  paper*  he  afterward*  moved  for  were  intended  io  explain  and 
*ub*tantiate.  Tie  rett  of  Mr.  Burke'*  motion*  met  with  Uitte  oppoiiiion;  titt 
on  the  3rd  qf  March,  he  moved  for  eopie*  qf  letter*  and  other  paper*,  relative  to 
the  treaty  qf  peace  with  the  MnhrattoM.  Thi*  motion  watoppaeedhy  Mr,  Buadai 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  oh  fmo  ground*;  firtt,  that  the  treaty  m  queition  wa*  a  wite  and 
talutary  treaty,  and  had  laved  the  Britieh  empire  inAtia ;  and,  teeontBy,  that  th* 
production  of  the  paper*  moved  for  woidd  diecocer  tran*aclUm*  relative  to  that 
peace,  which  ought  to  be  kept  a  eecret  from  the  country  power*  in  India ;  tan*. 
much  a*  it  wotdd  di*clo*e  the  mean*  by  which  th^  eeverat  *tate*  that  were  eon- 
federate  again*t  England  were  madejealout  of  each  other,  and  the  intrigue*  by 
which  they  were  induced  to  di*»olve  that  confederacy.  After  a  long  debate  the 
home  divided,  and  the  motion  wa*  rejected  by  a  mqjority  qf  87  to  H. 

The  conduct  qf  adminittralion,  in  refiaing  the  paper*,  and  the  reatoa  upon 
which  that  refueal  wot  grounded,  appeared  to  the  meii&a-i  on  oppoiition  qf  *o 
teriou*  and  alarming  a  nature,  that  the  lame  motion  uu  twice  renewed,  on  the 
6th  and  nth  of  March,  by  Mr.  Fiix,  but  rettrieted  to  the  correepondenee  qfa 
M<ywr  Brown,  m  agent  qf  Mr,  Halting*,  at  tit  eonrt  qf  Delhi,     Copia*  qf  many 
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parti  qf  Ihit  BOTTapondaict  teen  tn  thr  Imndt  of  torn*  privatt  imUtiidnab  m 
Englaad:  amd  they  wtn  tard,  in  llf  courre  qf  the  dtbatt,  bath  to  pr^ie  Iht  cri- 
mAmI  tomhet  (if  Mr.  Hatttngt,  aiid  Ike  futility  qf  tkt  pnlentio*  ofKcreq/. 

la  tke  count  0/  the  d^mie  on  tkt  3d  of  March,  Major  Seett  obttntd,  "  that 
wA«w  Mr.  Fbx  brmgkl  in  hit  India  biU.  a»  inlimaliiM  teat  givm,  m  a  privatt 
eomtmaiitm  lehich  he  had  with  a  ptrton  qf  attthority,  commiinontd  by  Mr.  Sht' 
rida*,  that  matlen  might  be  aeconmodated ;  and  he  made  ao  dtn^t,  had  Mr. 
SaiHngt  tht»  ame  home,  ht  would  haoe  heard  nothing  iff  thit  ealnmny  end  all 
IhtM  ttriaat  oBauaHoni."  Mr.  Sheridan,  vho  va$  lAient  oa  IhU  day,  the  3d, 
mntwtrtd  Iht  attack  M  tht  6M. 

Mr.  SberidaD  complained  of  the  manner  of  refusing  material 
papers,  without  stating  any  particular  specific  reason  for  such 
refusal ;  but  what  he  principally  rose  for,  he  said,  htid  been  in 
order  to  give  the  house  an  explanation  of  that  charge,  or  rather 
insinuation,  respecting  him,  which  an  honourable  gentleman 
(Major  Scott)  opposite  to  him  had  ndvanced.  The  committee 
would  recollect  that  when  he  heard  of  the  matter  on  Friday  even- 
log,  he  had  acted  in  a  manner  which  be  hoped  they  would  think 
most  proper  for  him  to  adopt  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  as  they  then  stood.  He  had  since  that  had  an  interview 
with  the  person  with  whom  he  had  talked  upon  the  subject;  and 
who,  indeed,  he  had  commissioned  to  go  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tlnnan  opposite  to  him,  and  he  did  not  doubt  he  would  do  him 
Uie  justice  fully  to  explain  to  the  house  when  he  sat  down,  that 
he  had  been  mistaken  in  his  idea ;  having  been  satisfied  by  the 
gentleman  in  question  that  he  was  mistaken.  In  order  to  make 
the  house  more  clearly  understand  what  he  meant,  it  would  be 
Decessary  for  him  to  state  a  little  of  some  opinions  which  he  had 
ever  reserved  in  his  own  mind,  and  did  not  intend  to  have  stated, 
had  not  this  business  made  it  necessary.  With  regard  to  India 
affurs,  be  had  thought  there  were  but  two  lines  of  conduct  to  be 
pursued  after  those  emphatic  resolutions  of  the  38th  of  May, 
1782,  had  been  voted.  The  one  was  to  recall  Mr.  Hastings  imme- 
diatdy,  by  the  strong  arm  of  parliament,  and  punish  him  ex- 
emplarily;  the  other,  to  bring  in  an  India  bill,  in  which,  on 
grounds  of  expediency,  on  account  of  the  times'  not  bearing  so 
ttrong  a  measure,  and  the  difference  of  opinion  respecting  it,  no 
retrospect  should  be  had  ;  but  all  the  clauses  should  look  to  the 
future.  So  thinking,  when  the  India  bill  of  his  right  honourable 
friend  was  preparing,  the  latter  measure  appeared  to  him  most 
expedient  to  be  followed,  more  especially  as  the  time  for  calling 
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home  Mr.  Hastings,  by  act  of  parliament,  was,  in  his  mincl,  gone 
by ;  and,  therefore,  he  had  sent  a  friend  to  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  opposite  to  him  to  know  whether  Mr.  Hastings  would 
come  home,  if  recalled.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  which 
he  had  with  his  friend  the  intended  India  bill  was  certainly  men- 
tioned, but  merely  as  a  matter  of  conversation,  and  not  as  a 
propositum  lo  the  honourable  gentleman.  This,  he  had  the 
happiness  to  say,  was  the  true  state  of  the  case ;  as  the  gentle- 
man in  question  had  assured  both  him  and  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman opposite  to  him ;  and  that  there  had  not  been  the  most 
distant  idea  of  bartering  with  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  support  of 
the  India  bill 

Major  Scott  ptffeetb/  adatHted,  "  thai  Ihe  gmHeman  mhom  he  had  mem 
orifna%  on  tht  butinett,  had  cin\firmtd,  tinee  the  3tl,  eeay  tyUahh  vhieh  Mr. 
Sheridan  had  utlmd;  and  ht  begged  leave  to  thank  him  for  lo  fair  a  tIalemeHl 
^fthe  frajuaclioti."     The  honte  afterwardt  divided  on  the  queilio*;   oyet  34; 

THIS  ABSTRACT  OF  THB  WHOLS  PBOCEBDIMGS  AGAINST  HB. 
HASTINGS  TO  THE  SIXTH  OF  HAKCH,  WILL  BE  FODNn  CON- 
TINUED IN  ItEGDLAB  OBDEB  ON  THB  BAYS  MB.  SHEBISAN  DB- 
LIVBBED  HIS  SENTIMENTS  ON  THAT  INTEBESTING  SUBJECT. 


MaECH   I6. 
INDIA    BILL. 
Mr.  Dtmdat  mooed  "for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  lo  atntnd  a»d  explain  the  India 
bill."    Mr.  Pill  leconded  the  motion. 

Mb.  Shebidah  remarked,  that  the  excessive  condescension 
and  boundless  good  nature  with  which  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  risen  to  support 
his  right  honourable  and  learned  friend's  motion,  was  unparal- 
leled !  What  an  astonishing  instance  of  true  liberality  of  mind, 
at  the  very  moment  he  had  heard  him  declare  that  the  purport 
and  principle  of  his  new  bill  went  to  cutting  up  by  the  roots  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  own  India  bill,  which  the  learned 
goitleman  had  proved  by  hi^  speech  to  have  been  a  very  foolish 
piece  of  business.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that 
he  should  presume  to  warn  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  in  time,  that  he  ought  to  bring  all  the  parts  of  his 
bill  forward  together,  and  not  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  his  right 
honourable  fiiend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  iriiose 
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Indui  bill,  when  first  introduced,  proved  so  imperfect  and  so 
improper,  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  completely  altered  in  all  its 
parts  in  the  committee,  and  four-and-twenty  new  clauses  were 
inserted.  What  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
called  "  an  additicm  to  the  principle  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill  of  I'JSi," 
ma,  on  the  contrary,  a  direct  reversal  of  its  principle,  and  the 
substitution  of  a  new  principle  as  to  the  particular  point  in 
question ;  tor,  by  the  bill  of  l^Si,  every  thing  in  council  in 
India  was  to  be  carried  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  whereas,  in 
the  new  bill  every  thing  was  to  depend  solely  on  the  single  opi- 
nion of  the  governor-general.  And  here  he  must  desire  to  bring 
back  to  the  remembrance  of  the  house,  that,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  session,  they  had  been  told  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  that  the  reason  why  no  notice 
of  India  had  been  taken  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  was, 
because  the  government  of  India  had  been  established  on  a  solid 
and  permanent  footing.  Surely  the  information  just  given  to  the 
house,  and  the  motion  now  under  their  discussion,  appeared  to 
operate  like  absolute  contradictions  against  the  existence  of  esta- 
blishments of  solidity  and  permanency  ! 
Tht  gtKtt&m  iBOi  put  and  earrifd. 


PKOCBEDINOS    ACAIHBT    MR.    HASTINGS. 

men  the  order  a»d  btMueu  i^  the  day  hod  he*n  gone  IhnugK.  the  Speaker 
eoIM  to  Mr.  Fox,  tsho  dmf  mmedialrlg,  and  denred  thai,  prevumelg  to  hit 
troMimg  the  houee  om  the  nbjtef,  wUei  he  laithed  to  Msy  wtder  their  eoati- 
diratiom,  certain  retohitDM  qf  the  ma  qf  Mof.  17S2,  might  bt  read.—TTtf) 
vrrt  read  aeeordinglf. 

Retolved,  "  That  the  order*  iff  the  Qmrl  tff  Directori  <if  the  Eatl  India  Com- 
pang,  tehieh  have  eonveyrd  to  their  tervanlt  abroad  a  prohibitory  condemnation 
Hf  ail  leheme*  of  conjuetl  and  enlargement  qf  dominion,  bg  prtteribing  certain 
mk»  and  bamulariafor  the  operation  of  their  miUtarj  force,  owi  ayoimag  a 
itriet  adherence  to  a  tftttm  qf  dtfenee,  upon  the  prvteiple  of  the  treaty  qf  Jlia- 
habad,)eerefomidednoleuiniBitdomttndpolicif,tha*injnaieeaitdmoda-ation. 

Seeohed,  "  liat  every  Iranegrtetion  ttf  *'"»'  order;  mihoul  tvident  neeeuity, 
hyamyqfthe  tmtral  BrilUh  govemmeni$  in  India,  hat  been  highly  reprehenttMe, 
and  hat  tended,  in  a  chi^  degree,  to  leeaken  the  force  and  infiuenee,  and  to  ii- 
wumth  the  rtionrcet,  of  the  Cmpoiqr  n  /Aote  partt. 

BeiAied,  "  nat  every  interferenee,  m  a  party,  in  the  dometlie  or  national 
faorrri*  qf  the  country  potter*,  and  aU  nevr  engagement*  mth  them  m  qfftimM 
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alUmu,  hoM  bten  tBiatb/  and  providenibf  fOrhiddin  bjf  Iht  Compang  m  their 
iXMuumdi  to  Ihtir  admitiutratioat  in  India. 

Rmolvrd,  "  That  tvrry  wumnaarjr  or  miatioidahie  deviatum/rom  lhc*t  tBfU- 
advued  niUi,  »hould  be  fbUotofd  toith  very  infre  rrpreAtnMioii  and  puni$kmtnt 
for  it,  at  UN  inttawx  of  vnifvX  ditobedimc*  of  order* ,-  and  ai  leading  to  diltnrh 
and  deilrm/  that  itatt  ef  tTanqvilHIy  and  peacr  toith  all  Ihtir  ntighbour;  Iht 
pruemation  of  vhich  has  been  reeommendtd  at  thejirtt  prineipk  ofpidie)  to  tht 
BrifuA  gowmmtni  in  India. 

Rfolvrd,  "  That  the  mainlenane*  of  on  imnoliiih  chaneterfor  nutdemtitm, 
goodfaiih,  and  KTupnloiu  regard  to  treaty,  ought  to  haee  bttn  iht  timple  gronndi 
on  akieh  the  Brititk  govemMent  ihotdd  htme  endeaooured  la  have  etiailitked  an 
ii^nmcr  tuperior  (o  that  (/  other  European*  oeer  the  nindt  of  the  native  potetrt 
in  India;  and  that  Ihe  danger  and  diteredil  aritingfrom  the  forfeiture  iff  Ihit 
pre-eminence,  could  not  be  mmpeataled  by  the  temporary  neeeti  tff  any  plan  tff 
viohnce  or  injnttim. 

Retolved, "  That  at  an  euential  faiUre  in  the  exeeutioe  eondnet  ^  the  Snprtmt 
ConncU,  or  Preiidtneiei,  mould  make  them  juttly  liable  to  Ihe  moit  leriout  ost- 
madeertiont  of  their  tuperiort ;  to  thould  a«g  relaxation,  vithout  ei^eient  eauit, 
in  theieprineiplet  Iff  good govenment,  on  the  part  qf  ihe  directorithemtehet,brii^ 
upon  them,  in  a  heavier  degree,  the  retentment  of  the  kgitlative  power  nf  their 
country,  vhieh  alone  can  inlerpoie  an  ^eetnol  eorreelion  to  the  general  miirule. 

tteiohed,  "  That  it  appeart,  that  the  government-general  had  been  premoudg 
in  ponettion  iff  a  letter  from  the  Duan  <if  the  Ri^ah  t^f  Berar,  containing  ocer- 
tureafar  mediation  far  peace  and  aUionee  teith  the  Pethma ;  and  that  thit  mate- 
rial itfformation  tcoi  lehoUy  tuppreated  by  them  in  their  ditpatohet  to  the  court 
of  director* ;  but  a  copy  of  it  tOM  tent,  hg  the  tame  conoegance,  to  the  prividt 
agent  i^  Mr.  Hattingt ;  an&  that,  in  thul  neglecting  to  maie  immediate  commu- 
nication to  the  court  ofdirtctori  oftueh  important  intelligeitee,  the  goeemmaU- 
general  appear  to  haee  failed  in  an  ettential  part  of  their  duty." 

The  retotutiont  being  read,  Mr.  Fia;  addretied  the  home;  and  m  eonelnding 
mocedfor  the  Delhi  paperi. 

Mk.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  iDBpiteof  the  extensive  talents 
and  brilliant  elcx^uence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  who  spoke  last,  his  observations  were  much  too  barren  of 
solid  argument  to  constitute  a  refutation  of  the  reasoning  of  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  who  had  unanswerably  con- 
tended for  the  production  of  the  papers,  upon  the  proof,  which 
he  as  irrefragably  established,  that  thej  contained  the  clearest 
and  most  incontrovertible  evidence  of  a  negotiation  for  an  offen- 
sive alliance  entered  into  by  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  country 
powers.  Nor  had  his  right  honourable  friend  maintained  by 
less  unquestionable  allegations,  that  were  these  wonderfully 
secret  papers  divulged,  no  danger  whatsoever  could  accrue  to 
the  state  from  their  publicity.     For  his  own  part,  he  must  oon> 
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feSB,  that  were  be  to  place  an  approving  confidence  in  the  mea- 
nires  of  an  adminiBtiation,  and  any  honourahle  member  should 
move  a  question  for  papers  affecting  the  executive  government 
of  the  country ;  and  his  Majesty^B  mioisters  who  were  to  be  r^ 
sponnble,  should  stand  up  and  declare  that  the  granting  the 
pliers  would  prove  dangNwis  to  the  state,  he  would  desist  from 
pressing  such  a  motion.  But  was  this  the  case  now?  Noj  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  as  his  Majesty's  minister,  was  not 
reqjontible  for  the  administration  of  the  executive  government 
of  India ;  that  government  was  not  the  government  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, whose  name  and  authority  had  no  connection  with  it ;  it 
was  merely  the  government  of  a  trading  company,  conducted  by 
their  servants,  and,  therefore,  all  ideas  of  confidence  in  the  King's 
mumtera  were  out  of  the  question.  What  was  the  Board  of 
Control  P  Nothing  more  than  another  Board  of  Directors,  of  a 
superior  order  indeed,  and  Dominated  by  his  Majesty  in  the  first 
instance.  But  it  was  rather  curious  that  the  right  honourable 
and  leatnetl  gentleman  should  be  one  of  the  persons  (and,  per- 
haps, the  principal,  in  talking  of  India  secrets,  and  refusing 
necessary  papers  on  that  ground)  when  he,  himself,  had  formed 
his  own  motions  for  papers  in  I78I  and  IIBS,  in  the  broadest 
and  most  general  words ;  calling  for  all  the  papers  relating  to 
the  revenue ;  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  civil  government,  &c. 
&c.  At  that  time,  and  it  was  a  time  of  war,  nobody  dreamt  of  ' 
a  secret  respecting  India.  How  hi^pened  it  then,  that  when 
the  conduct  of  Ix>rd  Glive  was  under  inquiry,  when  every  other 
India  inquiry  was  going  on,  that  from  the  earliest  periods  it  had 
never  been  discovered,  that  there  might  be  a  state  secret  in  India 
till  the  year  I786?  It  was  downright  nonsense  to  talk  with  • 
grave  face  about  secrecy,  and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  letting 
the  p^ers  moved  tor  be  seen  ;  when  it  was  well  known  not  only 
what  were  thdr  contents,  but  every  transaction  to  which  they 
alluded. 

In  order  more  fully  to  convince  the  house  that  the  papers 
would  establish  a  most  extraordinary  series  of  duplicity  in  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  respecting  the  n^otiation  with  the 
Mi^ul,  Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  a  detailed  investigation  of  every 
minute  circumstance  of  the  transaction  of  Major  Browne,  from 
the  time  of  his  leaving  Calcutta  in  October,  1?^  ^  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Hastings  at  Luckoow,  with  all  the  relative  facU  o!  the 
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flight  of  the  son  of  the  M<^ul ;  of  that  prince's  reception  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  the  Nabob  of  Oude ;  the  seizure  of  the  old 
minister  of  the  Mogul  by  the  Vizier  Aphrasead  Cawn,  and  the 
putting  the  Mogul  into  the  hands  of  Madagee  Scindia ;  reason- 
ing upon  each  particular  as  he  proceeded,  and  deducing  such  in- 
ferences as  he  conceived  the  premises  clearly  warranted.  All 
these  he  contended,  concurred  in  proving  that  Mr.  Hasting  had 
acted  in  a  manner  so  intricate  and  extraordinary,  that  though  he 
by  no  means  wished  it  to  be  understood  as  suggesting  it  either 
as  a  charge,  or  an  insinuation,  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  conscious 
of  being  guilty ;  yet,  with  the  purest  innocence  on  the  part  of 
that  gentleman,  the  suspicion  to  which  it  gave  rise  (at  least  in 
hia  mind)  was,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  an  idea  that  the  party 
he  considered  as  his  political  enemies,  were  in  power  at  home, 
might  entertain  a  wish  to  provide  himself  a  refuge  at  the 
court  of  Delhi.  On  this  occasion  he  must  take  the  liberty  to  ob> 
serve  that  much  inconsiEtency  had,  to  appearance,  marked  the 
conduct  of  a  learned  and  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dun- 
das),  who  discovered  an  aversion  from  either  manfully  standing 
forward  himself  as  the  first  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastiogs,  or  being 
at  least  a  warm  supporter  of  the  accusation.  What  could  be 
the  reason  of  the  backwardness  of  the  learned  and  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  bad  built  his  fame  on  his  conduct  as  a  con- 
ductor of  Indian  inquiries?  Was  il  because  he  thought  to  se- 
cure that  situation  he  had  acquired  by  prosecuting  one  supposed 
delinquent,  that  he  took  pains  to  protect  another  ?  Or  was  it 
from  a  kind  of  gratitude  for  East  India  delinquency  to  which 
he  had  beeen  so  much  obliged,  that  he  chose  to  be  his  friend, 
and  would  not,  as  it  were,  kick  down  the  ladder  on  which  he  had 
risen  P  From  whatsoever  motives  a  conduct  so  singular  had 
arisen,  it  was  fair  to  point  at  the  political  versatility  of  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  who  could,  in  1786,  oppose 
the  substantiation  of  resolutions,  for  which,  in  1^2,  he  bad  par- 
ticularly moved. 

The  IUm»e  diadtd  <m  Ike  motim ;  aye*  73 ;  moa  UO. 


GOVEaNMENT    OF    INDIA. 

Ma.  SiiEaii>AN  remarked,  that  be  had  a  pn^iosition  to  offer 
previous  to  their  resolving  themselves  into  a  committee,  whidi 
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he  lH^>ed  would  not  be  objected  to.  The  bill  consiBted  of  two 
parts:  the  first  part  related  to  tbe  r^uUtioiiB  of  the  government 
io  India,  the  second  to  the  new  court  of  judicature  to  be  insti- 
tuted at  htnne,  for  the  trial  of  persons  charged  with  haviDg  been  - 
guilty  of  acts  of  delinquency  and  misdemeanor  in  India.  As 
these  were  separate  and  distinct  objects,  he  wished  them  to  be 
separately  considered ;  and,  as  probably  administration  bad 
made  it  a  condition  with  Earl  Comwallis,  that  he  should  go  out 
to  Bengal  invested  with  certain  powers,  it  might  be  their  desire 
to  pass  so  much  of  the  bill  as  related  to  the  system  of  govern- 
ment to  be  adopted  in  India  as  scxin  a^  possible.  The  same 
necessity  for  dispatch  certainly  did  not  apply  to  the  judicature 
part  of  the  bill ;  and  as  that  part  had  been  but  little  considered 
when  the  bill  of  I78I  passed,  he  could  wish  that  t'he  teamed 
and  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him  would  consent 
to  divide  the  bill,  and  separate  the  two  subjects.  In  that  case, 
administration  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  good  any 
promisea  which  they  might  have  made  to  Earl  Comwallis ;  and 
time  might  be  taken  for  such  a  deliberate  discussion  of  the 
judicature  part  of  the  bill,  as  the  importance  of  it  required. 
Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  it  be  an  in- 
struction to  the  said  committee  to  divide  the  bill  in  two." 


NATIONAL    DEBT. 

Mb.  Shkkisan  remarked,  that  when  he  considered  that 
scarcely  many  minutes  had  elapsed  subsequently  to  the  delivoy 
of  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  inquire  concerning  the  state 
of  the  national  6nances  into  the  hands  of  the  several  members  of 
that  house ;  be  could  not  avoid  intimating  to  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  his  earnest  wishes  that  he  would  consent 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  repcM  until  rither  the 
ensuing  Monday  or  Friday.  Oreat  was  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  consequently  it  must  make  every  gentleman  desire 
that  it  should  be  considered  and  discussed  in  as  full  a  house  as 
possible ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  call  of  the  house  stood  for  the 
next  Tuesday,  be  should  conceive  it  would  be  right  to  let  tbe 
subject  be  discussed  as  near  the  day  of  tbe  call  as  possible.     He 
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had  looked  with  Rccuracy  enough  in  the  report  to  observe,  that 
it  would  not  give  the  satisfaction  expected  &oni  it.  He  was 
aware  that  another  business  stood  for  Monday,  but  the  deferring 
of  that  for  one  or  two  days,  he  presumed,  would  make  no 
difference ;  yet,  if  the  consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed 
only  till  Friday,  even  that  slight  procrastination  would  give 
gentlemen  more  time  to  examine  and  understand  it. 

7b  tlui  Mr.  put  Ttplitd  that  Iht  argmnenit  brought  fdrward  tetrt  bg  me  mtam* 
t^citnl  to  warrant  a  deUtf  in  a  bu»ineu  of  nch  imparlanee.  He  thtr^fiyrw 
mmtd,  "  TJutt  hit  Mi^etli/'*  mo»t  graciottt  iptteh  to  both  hoium  af  parliamtnt, 
upon  th»  2ilh  qfJaKuary  hut,  night  be  read."  7^«  dtrk  aceorditiglf  rtad,amd 
Mr.  Pitt  eonduded  teith  moving, 

"  Tial  thii  houM  wUI,  upoit  WediMtdag  wionditg  next,  rMofoa  itteff  imto  a 
tommittte  of  the  wAoIe  hou*e,  to  eoHtider  <^  n  much  of  hi»  Miytetii't  *Mif  moet 
graeioui  ipeech  to  both  houtte  qf  parliamtnl,  at  reeo^mtndl  to  thit  homte  the 
eitablithaatnt  of  afijctd  plan,  for  tfe  mlRcfiott  ^  the  national  debt." 

Mr.  Pitt  neil  moved, 

"  That  thf  report  tehieh,  upon  Tiittdai/  latt,  teat  made  from  the  teUct  com- 
mittee, to  lehfOM  it  toot  referred  to  ejwMine  and  ttate  the  iteerol  aceniaUt  mti 
ether  papert  pretented  to  the  hotue  »  thit  tettion  of  parIui««N(  relating  to  tkt 
pablic  income  and  txpendiiHre,  and  to  report  to  the  Adkm  whal  may  bt  ttpeeted 
to  be  the  annual  amount  (^  the  taid  income  and  txpenditmre  in  fttture,  he  rtferred 
to  the  laid  eowmittee. 

Mr.  Sheridan  begge<l  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable 
gentlemen  of  his  error,  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  which,  he 
should  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  he  by  no  means  stated  that 
he  had  read  the  whole  of  the  report  j  he  only  said,  he  had 
looked  at  the  report  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  see  that  it  would 
not  afford  the  public  the  satisfaction  expected.  However,  be 
certainly  would  not  press  the  matter ;  but  he  hoped  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  by  bis  eagerness  for  an  early  day, 
looked  forward  to  a  day  of  triumph,  and  uot  to  a  day  of  disap- 
pointment to  the  public,  and  of  disgrace  to  himself.  As  far  as 
be  had  seen,  so  far  from  the  existence  of  a  conBiderable  surplus 
at  present,  tb»e  was  not  any;  and  therefore  the  report  com- 
pletely disproved  all  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
advanced  relative  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pilt't  motion  patted. 
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KATIONAL  DEBT. 
Jt  km  bttn  aJreof^  »hom»  that  m  the  37M,  Sir.  Pitt  tetik  »oHct  qf  that  part 
of  hi*  Majalj'i  tpetch  which  rekUtd  ta  thentoenit)  of  prmidittg  for  the  dimi- 
BBf ios  <if  Iht  Notiotal  Dtbt ;  kt  had  al  Iht  mne  time  gitit»  the  houtt  to  under- 
ttamd,  that  nch  wot  the  praeat  JUmrithing  tondilion  <ff  the  maau,  that  th* 
aKMBoJ  national  rtvmtu,  would  nol  onlg  tqaal  Ike  annual  vaHonal  ditbuntnunt, 
but  would  leave  a  tarplve  of  corteidtrable  magnitude.  T^it  gitrjtluM,  he  laid,  he 
meant  to  form  into  a  permanent  fund,  to  be  ootittaiUhi  and  uvoariahly  applied  to 
Ike  UquidatioH  of  the  pubUe  debt.  In  punuauce  of  tkii  information  to  the  Aotue, 
and  in  order  to  ateerlaia  the  anu/unl  of  the  mrptui  in  qneilion,  Mr.  Pitt,  pre- 
viout  to  hit  entering  into  the  tfate  of  the  Jinancet,  or  u'ojri  and  neani,  for  the 
fear,  moved  the  third  retoliUUi*  mentioned  in  the  account  of  Ike  proeee<Kngt  on 
the  3Jth.  The  itleet  eoTnmittet  having  framed  their  report,  laid  it  before  the 
kittm  on  the  2lit<tf  March;  and  on  IhiM  day.  the  a9lh,  Mr.  Pitt,  together  with 
the  ntpplin,  and  waft  and  meani  for  the  year,  brought  the  eantideratian  <tfthr 
national  debt,  and  A£t  proporilion  for  the  diminulhn  of  it,  formaltg  b^ore  the 
honte.  After  entering  al  large  into  the  actnal  and  probable  reeonret*  ^  the 
eoanfry,  he  eaid,  there  mat  but  little  doubt  but  that  the  growing  retoureei  of  the 
anmtrjf,and  the  contingent  rece^li  iff  the  different  nm*  he  had  mentioned,  would 
ie  more  than  mffieient,  without  a  loan,  to  ditekarge  the  exeetdingt  which  tmr 
etiablitkmeni  during  the  next  three  or  four  i/eart  would  amount  to,  hegond  their 
permanent  level,  ae  etated  in  (Ac  r^ori.  But  if  it  ehould  be  otkenaite,  he  never- 
theleu  woe  (f  opinioH,  that  ntontflhould  rather  be  borrowed  for  the  dieehargeqf 
thoee  eitraordinarii  demandt,  than  that  the  inttilnlion  qf  the  fund  tn  quettion 
riumid  be  pottponed,  or  ti^fritiged  upon  at  ang  time  after  it  wa»  eelabtieked.  Mt 
mt»t  proceeded  to  explain  themode  he  meant  to  adopt,  in  order  to  inmre  the  (foe 
t^Ueation  <^  thii  fund  to  itt  detlined  object ; — i«  propoted,  he  taid,  to  vttt  to 
a  certain  niinU)er  iffcomMiteioneri  tkefutipowerqfditpoeingafitiu  thepurchate 
tif  Mtock  for  the  ptAlie,  in  their  own  namte.  IVw  commieiiontrt  ikotdd  receive 
the  annual  miUion  by  quarterly  payment*  qf  £350,000,  to  be  i*turd  out  of  the  • 
exchequer  before  any  other  noneji,  except  the  intereil  of  the  national  debt  itee^: 
by  thete  provition*  the  fitud  would  be  teenred;  and  no  dificiencie*  intke  nationtU 
rrpemue*  could  nffect  it ;  but  tnch  mull  be  leparately  provided  for  by  parliament. 
7^  accumulated  compound  inlereit  on  a  miUion  yrarly,  together  with  ike  annni- 
tiei  that  would  fall  into  that  fund,  would,  he  taid,  in  luienty-eigkl  yeari  amount 
to  tueh  a  tum  at  would  leave  a  lurplul  nf  four  miUioiu  anmudly  to  be  applied, 
if  neeemary,  to  the  exigenriee  q/'  the  tiate.  In  appointing  the  comanniostr*  ha 
•ionU,  he  laid,  mdeaeour  to  ehooie  perton*  of  tuch  weight  and  character  a*  evr- 
rttponded  with  the  importance  of  the  commiition  tkry  were  to  execute.  Tie 
Speaker  of  the  Hou*e  of  Common*,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Ike  Matter  nf 
the  RoUt,  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the 
the  jteeountani-  General  of  the  High  Court  qf  Chancery,  were  periont  who,  from 
their  leveral  lituation*,  he  tkould  think  highly  proper  to  be  nf  Ike  luun&er.  Mr. 
Pitt  concluded  by  moving,  "  Thai  the  lum  ijfone  million  be  ammallg  gra^lei  to 
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I,  tobt  bf  fhem  applifd  to  the  purchatt  of  itoci,  i 


diteharging  tht  piAlii:  d^t  nf  tliu  anatlrg ;  vhieh  money  thall  arise  oat  q^  the 
rarpliu,  exeen,  oad  owrptui  moM'e*,  eompoiing  (Ae  fiaid  commoaly  ealUi  lh« 
Snkmg  FVad." 

Mk.  SuEiiiDAN  observed,  that  there  was,  id  point  of  fact,  no 
surplus  whatever  id  the  preseot  year;  a  circumstance  evioced 
not  only  by  the  report  itself,  but  by  the  whole  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  that  day.  The  day  had  com- 
menced very  inauspiciously ;  and  when  he  used  that  phrase  he 
meant  no  disrespect  to  his  Majesty  ;  but  merely  to  hint  at  the 
royal  message  relative  to  the  civil  list,  which  was  an  extra- 
ordinary introduction  surely  to  a  business,  the  event  of  which 
the  public  had  been  taught  to  look  forward  to  with  the  pleasing 
expectation  of  finding  a  surplus  in  tbeir  favour.  He  was  a 
little  surprised,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who,  when 
he  two  years  ago  uked  for  .£60,000  to  clear  the  debt  then  due 
on  the  civil  list,  had  in  a  manner  pledged  himself  to  the  house 
that  no  farther  debts  should  arise,  end  that  the  house  should 
not  again  be  applied  to  for  farther  grants  on  the  subject,  should 
come  again  so  soon  for  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  CAmetUor  put  taid,  acratt  tht  houM,  0\  jio,  InnermidiaiyMaiAfhing. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  must 
excuse  him ;  words  said  at  so  remote  a  period  might  be  forgotten ; 
but  be  was  clear  in  his  recollection  of  the  circumstances ;  and 
indeed  it  was  evident  he  must  have  used  some  such  argument, 
or  elae  why  should  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  asked 
for  1^600,000  two  years  ago,  and  come  down  again  then,  and 
claim  grants  for  an  arrear  of  so  large  an  amount  as  .£'210,000. 

3b  (Ait  Mr,  Pill  repUtd,  that  ht  etmtidrred  it  "  at  the  t»iut  txtraordinani  at- 
tach thai  teai  aier  made  upon  him.  Mr,  Sheridan  had  laid,  aordM  might  btfor- 
gatlen  (ffttr  they  had  been  taid:  il  vm*  undouhltdly  (me;  but  it  wu  alto  trt^  • 
thai  teordt  might  be  mitreprttented ;  and  {fever  he  had  heard  a  grou  mitreprt- 
tenialion  of  hi*  vmrdt,  il  had  been  the  charge  tiated  by  the  homntraMe  gentk- 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
might  indulge  himself  as  much  as  he  pleased  in  throwing  out 
charges  of  misrepresentation ;  but  he  had  spoken  what,  in  his 
opinion,  as  wdl  as  in  the  opinion  of  several  gentlemen  in  that 
house,  was  a  true  statement  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  words  If  ^^60,000  was  asked  for  as  the  debt  two 
years  ago,  how  came  it  that  ^210,000  was  now  wanted  F  As  to 
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the  idea  of  redeeming  a  mortgage  of  i?60,000  a  year  on  the  dvil 
list,  why  had  not  that  been  regularly  paid,  since  government 
were  answerable  for  it  ? 

7S*  qnation  wu  then  put,  and  agrted  to. 


Mabgb  30. 

MK.  HARSUAM^S    BILL    FOR    DIBFKANCHISINO    ALL  VOTERS    KH- 

PLOYED  BY  THE  MAVT  AKD  OBDMANCE  BOARD. 

Ma.  Sheridan  declared  that  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  truly  said,  that  he  never  made  an 
assertion  without  being  ready  to  show  his  face  at  the  same  time ; 
for  he  believed  the  house  would  agree  with  him,  that  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  never  advanced  an  argu- 
ment, however  irreconcileable  with  rea^in  or  logic,  upon  which 
he  bad  not  been  perfectly  ready  to  put  a  good  countenance. 
With 'regard  to  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman''s 
dish  of  disfranchisements,  he,  of  all  men,  should  not  have  set  it  be- 
fore the  house,  who  doubtless  must  well  remember  that  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  not  only  first  been  in- 
duced to  nibble  a  little  at  a  plate  or  side-dish  filled  with  the 
same  ingredients,  but  had  afterwards  been  brought  to  sit  down 
to  a  whole  course  of  dishes  of  that  sort ;  when  the  right  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman^s  right  honourable  friend  near  him 
had  served  up  his' grand  entertainment  of  parliamentary  reform. 
The  object  of  that  reform  bad  been,  not  to  disfranchise  a  single 
description  of  men  merely,  but  a  large  number  of  voters  from 
many  different  boroughs. 

Mr.  ChoMtWtr  Pitt  dmUd  tki*  (uwrlion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thanked  the  right  honourable  gmtleman  for  bis 
correction ;  and  said,  he  recollected  the  people  were  to  be  paid 
for  giving  up  their  franchises,  which  suited  his  argument  better ; 
because  every  body  knew  where  money  was  in  the  case,  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  geotlemaD  would  be  better  pleased. 
But,  how  unconstitutional  was  the  idea  of  purchasing  with  a 
bribe,  that  which  it  had  ever  been  contended  no  Englishnum 
could  aell  or  part  with  for  moo^ — his  unalienable'  right  of 
voting  at  an  election  !  He  next  alluded  to  what  Lord  Mulgrave 
had  said  respecting  Uiat  man's  deserving  to  lose  bis  head,  who 
used  the  iofluenoe  of  the  crown  improperly. 


■)„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 


188  SPEECHES    OF   THE  [APRIL  3, 

Htf  lerdtkip  roM  fo  m(  Mr.  Sheridan  right ;  and  repeated  Mf  word*,  dechrvtg 
he  had mtid,  that  namought  lo  loie  hie  head,  v>ho  exereited  the ptneert  iff  gmtm- 
«tnt  in  the  mamirr  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan  resumed  hia  argument ;  and  was  glad  to  find 
the  expression  was  ought  to  lose  his  head  i  because  if  it  had  been 
would  have  lost  his  head,  the  right  boa.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  not,  in  all  probability,  that  day  had  a  face  to  h&ve  sbown 
in  that  house.  Mr.  Sheridan  animadverted  upon  part  of  Sir  Charles 
Middletoo's  speech ;  declaring  that  there  must  be  something  ex- 
ceedingly pure  and  patriotic  indeed  in  the  blood  of  those  ship- 
wrights who  condescended  to  work  in  the  King's  yards  forSs.  4d. 
per  day,  when  the  honourable  baronet  had  stated  they  could  get 
Ss.  per  day  in  the  merchants'  yards. 


Apatt  3. 

EAST  INDIA  AFFAIKS. 
order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  tht  hotue  to  retohe  itte^  into  a 
t  of  the  whoU  houte,  tht  rpeaker  l^t  the  chair,  hoeing  prevtomlg  put 
the  quettian  on  the  motion,  "  Thai  the  leoerat  reporlt  lehich  tinn  the  year  1 773 
have  been  made  from  the  eomoutteet  ef  tecreey  appointed  to  ingtdre  into  the 
catuet  of  the  aar  in  the  Camatic  ;  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Britith  poaet. 
(ianftn  thote  parte;  and  from  the*eUet  tommitteet  appointed  to  take  intoeon- 
eideration  the  ilate  of  the  adminielration  ofjuitice  in  the  provincei  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Oriaa,  be  referred  to  the  taid  committee." 

Mtt.  Shekidan  contended  that  the  house  were  not  then  sitting 
as  judges,  nor  did  Mr.  Hastings  want  an  advocate;  neither  was 
the  loss  of  thirteen  provinces,  nor  of  a  whole  army,  at  all  in  point 
to  the  subject  under  consideration.  But  he  owned  he  was  a  good 
deal  surprised  at  hearing  the  learned  Lord  Advocate  so  severe 
on  the  noble  earl  (Cornwallis) ;  for  when  he  talked  of  the  loss 
of  an  army,  he  presumed  the  learned  lord  must  have  meant  him ; 
and  surely  the  noble  earl  was,  at  this  time,  a  favourite  with  ad- 
ministration !  Their  granting  to  him  the  post  of  goven)or.^ne- 
ral  proved  clearly  that  his  ^ns  were  forgiven  him,  and  his  pardon 
signed.  If  the  committee  were  rightly  to  adhere  to  forms,  they 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  receive  any  charge,  notwithstanding 
the  charge  had  been  called  for  so  often.  He  desired  that  the 
order  of  the  day  might  be  minutely  and  distinctly  read ;  which 
being  done,  he  contended  ^at  the  order  clearly  confined  them  to 
the  examination  of  the  written,  and  to  the  receipt  of  the  parole 
evidence :  and  that  the  natural  duty  of  the  committee  would  be 
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to  make  a  report;  out  of  which  report  the  house  would  have  to 
draw  and  extract  the  charge.  If  therefore  the  arguments  of  the 
geotlemen  on  the  other  aide  of  the  house  were  to  prevail,  the  re- 
port must  certainly  be  to  this  effect : —  "  Your  committee  have 
Dot  examined  the  evidence  which  you  referred  to  us  and  di- 
rected us  to  investigate ;  but  we  report  the  charge,  which  you 
did  not  direct  us  to  receive.*' 


-    TO    BE    CnAHTKD    TO   HIS    MAJESTY. 

M&.  Shekidak  b^ged  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  be  had  misunderstood  him  on  a  former 
day,  when  he  had  talked  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
having  pledged  himself  that  there  should  be  no  future  debt  ac- 
crue from  the  civil  list.  He  then  drew  an  inference  from  what 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  that  day  said,  that  if  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  find  his  income  too 
small,  and  application  should  be  made  to  that  house,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  in- 
creased ;  and  any  debts  which  his  IU>yal  Highness  might  have 
Incurred,    paid. 

Mr.  ChoHcelior  Pitt  again  rtptattd  *^at  he  had  htfore  mid,  that  hamng  had 
mo  iiutrueUoiu  on  Uie  ntb/eet  of  hit  Sogal  Htghmu't  eilablUhment,  he  eouidnot 
takt^fimhim  to  ipeaJc  ^aaUy coneemiag  it;  noramddhebteopretumptuoia 
a*  to  enterUan  or  aepreu  any  private  optnaon  whatever. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  should  still  understand  that  if 
any  debts  incurred  by  his  Royal  Highness  were  to  be,  in  future, 
stated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  by  message 
ttwa  the  crown,  or  by  any  other  proper  authority,  they  were  to 
be  considered  as  extraordinaries  of  the  civil  list,  and  not  within 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  present  pledge.  A  bill  (Mr. 
Burke*8)  on  regulating  the  payment  of  the  civil  list  expenses, 
expressly  said  that  no  debt  should  be  incurred  upon  it  in  future. 
It  was  absurd  to  let  the  bill  remain  in  full  force,  and  yet  come 
down  in  the  face  of  an  act  of  parliament,  and  call  upon  the  house 
to  vote  money  for  the  debts  of  the  crown.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  ought  either  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend, 
or  ask  for  oo  more  money  on  the  civil  list  account.  He  shrewdly 
suspected  that  as  i?30,000  was  the  precise  debt  now  asked  for, 
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that  the  expense  of  keeping  the  noble  Earl  of  Chesterfield  tor  two 
years  together,  nominal  ambassador  to  the  court  of  Madrid;  and 
the  expense  of  sending  out  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Eden)  to  n^otiate  the  treaty  of  commerce,  occasioned  that  debt; 
and  what  led  him  to  form  this  conjecture  was,  because  the  sums 
squared  so  well  together — the  expense  on  the  noble  earPs  account 
being  £25,000;  and  the  other  £5,000.  He  gave  the  right  hon- 
ourable gentleman  (Mr.  Eden)  credit  for  possessing  great  know- 
ledge of  the  aobjeet,  and  for  being  exceedingly  fit  to  negotiate 
the  treaty;  but  it  nevertheless  behoved  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  be  able  to  assure  the  house  that  so  large  a  sum  of 
the  public  money  would  not  be  wasted ;  but  that  he  had  good 
reason  to  believe  the  treaty  would  be  made,  and  the  object  of  bis 
miBBiim  would  be  answered.  Observing  Mr.  Pitt  smile,  Mr. 
Sheridan  expressed  his  astonishment  that,  whilst  he  delivered 
his  sentiments  upon  a  subject  of  such  uucommoo  ccHisequence  to 
the  country  at  large,  he  should,  if  unbecoming  smiles  could  have 
that  effect,  be  treated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  an 
object  of  ridicule. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  eonlmded,  thai  tht  hoHmirable  genllevutn  had  bte*  long 
in  the  habit  of  putting  toordt  into  hi*  moulX  for  the  purpoi»  of  giviag  thott  aordt 
tnhattvtr  tnterpretatiim  ht  thought  moit  likely  to  aruwer  Au  own  endi.  He  had 
now  gone  farther,  and  pretended  to  inttrprtl  even  Ait  tmiU  ;  and  gioe  it  a  turn 
vihick  he  aai  by  no  meant  warranted  in  ateigning  to  it  In  fact,  hit  tmile  teat  onU/ 
occatitmed  bg  the  nature  of  the  honouraile  gentleman't  argument ;  vhieh  the 
commttee  mutt  betentible  mat  highly  ridkuhui.  Fortchattoaldbe  more  lAiurd 
than  to  call  upon  him  to  tag  what  progren  had  been  made  in  the  treaty,  when 
he  had  not  yet  an  affldal  aetovnt  of  the  ambattadar't  httving  arrined  at  the 
place  of  negotiation  T 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  would  not  believe  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  smile  was  a  smile  in  ridicule  of  bis 
argument;  but  rather  the  sneer  of  vexation,  that  he  should  use 
it ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  prove  that  no  man  of  comouMi 
sense  would  deem  his  argument  ridiculous,  because  he  had  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
in  earnest  in  sending  out  the  right  honourable  negotiator  (Mr. 
Eden).  If  he  had  been  in  earnest,  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
sent  him  out  sooner,  when  the  treaty  could  have  been  accom- 
plished ;  and  not  when  it  was  too  late  to  expect  its  achievement. 
Thou^  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  not  be  able 
to  declare  when  the  treaty  might  be  ended,  yet  he  might  say* 
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that  it  was  probable  it  would,  sooner  or  later,  and  that  the 
court  of  France  was  earnest  upon  the  occasion.  He  had,  there- 
fore, been  guilty  of  no  absurdity  in  what  he  bad  said  respecting 
the  treaty,  in  Ms  first  speech.  He  declared,  that,  from  whet  he 
knew  of  the  matter,  while  he  belonged  to  the  treasury,  it  was 
extremely  difficult,  with  any  management,  to  keep  the  expenses 
of  the  civil  list  within  due  bounds ,  but  that  by  the  pennons 
which  fell  in,  and  by  other  material  aids,  he  was  persuaded  that 
it  was  possible  to  keep  his  Majesty's  expenses  within  the  limit  of 
his  income ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  proper  means  for  doing  ao 
would  be  adopted. 


SEPOBT    FEOU    THE    COMHITTEE  C 


Mk.  Sukeidan  said  he  would  not  go  intoany  farther  argu- 
ment upon  the  sul^ect  that  day,  but  would  move  a  string  of 
resolutions  upon  the  state  of  the  revenue  on  Wednesday  next. 
Id  the  mean  time,  as  an  honouraUe  gentleman  opposite  to  him 
(Mr.  Rose)  bad,  on  the  pteceding  day,  said,  in  express  terms, 
that  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  fund,  drawn  from  the  Leeward 
Islands,  was  the  private  money  of  his  Majesty  ;  and,  as  he  was 
satisfied  the  fund  was  granted  for  public  purposes,  he  wished  the 
house  to  be  informed  how  the  produce  of  that  fund,  and  its  ap- 
l^ieation  stood ;  and  therefore  he  begged  leave  to  move,  "  That 
an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  there  be  laid 
before  this  house,  an  account  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
duties  paid  out  of  bis  Majesty's  Leeward  Islands  for  the  last 
three  years,  with  the  charges  thereupon." 

TJuM  moGon  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  rose,  and  moved  "  for  a  correct  plan  of 
the  civil  establishment  and  payments  drawn  in  classes,  and  ar- 
ranging by  estimate  the  expense  of  each  class,  and  of  each  office 
in  each  class,  in  manner  directed  by  an  act  of  the  21st  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty." 

TTuifBtuaUo  agrted  to,  Mr.  Sheridan  haviitg  c<m$ented  to  leaoe  out  the  vord 
"  eorreet"  at  tkt  iiulaue  o/ Ih*  ChameiUar  ofihe  Etchtipier. 
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HAWEBB8    AND    PEDLARS. 

Mr.  Pitllenei/  memd for  leave  to  bring  in  a  billUitxpkuK  andamenito  wtttek 
of  Ike  act  retpecting  the  hmekert  andpediari  at  rtitrtmu  them  from  tiptumg  (« 
$ak  good*  in  martel  tomu,  amd  lu  tnabUi  juitUes  of  the  peace  of  anif  eoiaUj/ 
toprokiiU  meh  hmeken  and  pedlar i /rom  vending  their  goode  tmthin  the  eame, 
and  to/arthtr  reffulatiitff  their  Iroife,"— 3fr.  Pitt  declared  he  would  »ol  at  pre- 
tenlobjectto  the  bill;  bat  ke  derired  to  put  in  hit  claim  on  behalf  of  the  eiop- 
teepen,  who  certainly  ought  to  be  contidered  at  deeply  iniereeted  in  it, 

Mr.  Shebidam  remarked,  that  it  was  the  first  time  the  house 
had  heard  the  rif;ht  honourable  gentleman  confess,  that  the  shop- 
tax  was  a  burden  on  the  Bhopkeepers.  It  had  been  repeatedly 
argued  by  different  gentlemen,  that  the  tax  was  a  burden  on  the 
shopkeeper ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  always 
contended,  that  it  was  the  ctmsumer,  and  not  the  shopkeeper, 
who  bore  it  If  it  was,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
now  confessed,  a  burden  on  the  shopkeeper,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  if  the  consumer  paid  it,  the  hawkers  and  pedlars 
were  hardly  dealt  with  to  be  sacrificed  for  no  purpose  whatever. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  by  his  late  modificatioD  ot 
the  shop-tax,  relieved  all  the  country  shopkeepers,  excepting  a 
few  indeed,  who  dwelt  in  large  towns.  His  consrating  to  relieve 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars,  would  therefore  aggravate  the  injustice 
done  to  the  shopkeepers  of  the  metropolis,  on  whose  sfaouldHs 
the  onua  of  the  burden  now  almost  exclurively  rested. 

Leave  wot  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


Ma.  SHERfitAN  moved  for  an  account  of  the  gross  andfneat 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  quarter  ending  April  5,  1086, 
frmn  the  ofBcers  of  customs,  excise,  and  stamps.  He  meant  by 
the  production  of  that  account,  to  ground  on  it  much  future  ar- 
gument in  proof  of  his  objections  to  the  state  of  the  revenue,  as 
insisted  on  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  and  though,  per- 
haps the  paper  might  not  be  ready  by  Wednesday,  it  mig^t, 
nevertheless,  be  ready  by  the  day  on  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  should  open  his  budget,  which  would  equally  answer 
the  purpose. 
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Mr.  CAoHMttir  Pitt  mformtd  Ike  konourabU  gtnOeaim,  thai  he  had  hkue^ 
madt  a  motion  afeit  dag*  age  o/*tarlg  the  lamepurporl  oi  litUtBhicA  hadbeen 
read,  but  cfa  greater  extent;  and  at  the  komom-abU  gentleman'*  object  teat 
taiehf  to  eowqtere  the  remve  m  luo  d^trent  gtiartert,  hit  teat  more  effectual 
fer  that  pitrpoie,  at,  beadee  the  account*  ef  tkt  aulomt,  exdte,  imdilampe,  he 
bad  in  bit  motion  included  ineidente,  ahieh  together  eon^rited  the  wliole  ef  the 
revenne,  and  Iher^are  gov*  a/airer  opporiunilg /or  an  accurate  eonpariton. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  being  now  told  such  a  paper  bad 
been  moved  for,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion.  He  afterwards 
moTed  for  a  variety  of  papers,  all  relative  to  the  actual  state  of 
the  revenue,  which  were  severally  agreed  to. 


CLAIMS   OF    AHGKICAM    LOYALISTS. 

Hr.  Srekidam  signified  his  intention  of  moving  for  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  payments  to  American  loyalists  and  suf- 
ferers, and  to  discharge  the  order  of  the  preceding  day,  which 
he  understood  was  not  worded  so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  of 
his  object.  Undoubtedly,  he  at  first  designed  to  move  certain 
resolutions  relative  to  the  state  of  the  revenue  upon  the  ensuing 
day,  eveD  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  the  papers  which 
he  had  moved  for  the  preceding  day  ;  but  having  since  under- 
stood, that  before  he  came  to  the  house  on  Monday,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  put 
off  (and  had  actually  put  off)  the  report  of  his  national-debt  bill 
till  after  the  holidays,  he  thought  it  better  to  take  more  time,  as 
the  greatest  accuracy  could  not  but  be  desirable  in  a  matter  which 
d^iended  so  much  upon  calculations  and  figures;  and,  therefore, 
he  would  either  put  off  his  intended  motions  till  the  first  open 
day  after  the  holidays ;  or  till  any  day  previous  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman^s  opening  his  budget. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  laid,  hit  budget  had  been  opened  ten  dagt  before. 
Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  then  put  as  follows,  and  agreed 
to:— 

"  For  an  account  of  the  whole  claims  given  by  the  loyalists  to 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  said  claims  ;  and  an 
account  of  the  sum  at  which  the  said  claims  are  liquidated  ;  and, 
also,  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  claims  not  yet  heard  and 
liquidated." 


SPEECHES   OF   THE  [APRIL  S6, 


PROCEEDINGS    AGAINST    MR.    HASTINGS. 

On  the  4lk  v/  jlpril,  Mr.  Bwrkt,  m  hit  place,  had  eharged  Mr.  HattwgM  mih 

nmAy  high  erimet  and  mitdemtanori,  and  delivered  at  the  table  the  ninejtnt 

aiHekei^tuecharget,*  andthe  reel  in  the  courie  ofth»foUoaingweek,amo}ait- 

ing,  in  oU,  to  teen^text  in  number.     On  the  26lh  Mr.  Hattinge  rtqitetted,  by 

■  The  foUowiDg  are  the  particnlEtrs  of  the  charges: — 

1.  With  groiB  iujuBtice,  cruelty,  and  treachery  Bgainst  the  faith  of  nationt, 
in  hiring  British  soldiers  for  the  parpose  of  eitirpsdng  the  ioiiaceat  and  help- 
less people  vrbo  inhabited  the  Rohillas. 

2.  With  using  the  aathority  delegated  to  him  through  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  treating  the  king,  Shaw  Allnm,  emperor  of  Hindostan,  or  otherwise 
the  Great  Mogul,  with  the  greatest  crnelty,  in  bereaTiag  him  of  cousidenhle 
territory,  and  withholding  forcibly  that  tribute  of  twenty-sii  lacks  of  rupees, 
which  the  company  engaged  to  pay  as  an  annual  tribute  or  compeasHtion  for 
their  holding  in  his  name  the  Daannee  of  the  rich  and  valusble  provinces  of 
Bengal,  and  Bahar,  and  Orissa. 

3.  With  TarioQS  instancee  of  extortion,  and  other  deeds  of  msUad ministra- 
tion, against  the  Rajah  of  Benares.  This  article  consisted  of  three  different 
parti,  in  each  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  charged  with  a  series  of  the  moat 
wanton  oppreBsions  and  cruelties.  He  gave  in  papers  concerning  the  rights 
of  the  ri^sh,  his  eipnlsion,  and  the  sundry  revolutions  which  have  been  eSected 
by  the  British  influence,  under  the  control  of  the  late  governor- general  in  that 
Zemendary. 

4.  The  nnmerous  and  insupportable  hsTdships  to  which  the  royal  family  of 
Oude  had  been  reduced,  in  consequence  of  their  connection  with  the  snprerae 
council. 

6.  With  having,  by  no  less  than  six  revolutions,  brought  the  fertile  and 
heantiful  provinces  of  Fsmicksbad  to  a  state  of  the  most  deplorable  ruin. 

5.  With  impoverishing  and  depopulating  the  whole  country  of  Oude,  and 
rendering  that  coontry,  which  was  once  a  garden,  an  uninhabited  desert. 

7.  With  awButon,  an  nnjust,  and  pernicious  exercise  of  his  powen,  and  the 
great  situation  of  trust  which  he  occupied  ia  India,  in  overturning  the  ancient 
establishments  of  the  country,  and  extending  an  undue  inSueace,  by  conniving 
at  extravagant  contracts,  and  appointing  inordinate  salaries. 

8.  With  receivingmooey  against  the  orders  of  the  company,  the  act  of  par- 
liament, and  his  own  sacred  engagements ;  and  applying  that  money  to  pur- 
poses totally  improper  and  unauthorised. 

g.  With  having  rcMgned  hy  proxy,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  retaining  hi* 
situation,  and  denying  the  deed  in  person,  in  direct  opposition  to  all  those 
powers  under  which  he  acted. 

10.  Accuses  him  of  treachery  to  Mumffier  Jang,  who  had  been  placed  under 
his  guardianship. 
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pelUiim  to  iJu  Aohm,  fo  be  ptnnitUd  la  be  heard  in  hit  dejence  to  the  teverul 
artider ;  and  that  he  might  be  (Mimed  ■  copy  of  the  eame.  Mr.  Bttrie  deelarei 
Ut  wiiA  that  every  reaionable  degree  of  mdulgeiice  ihould  be  ikoum  Mr,  Hatt- 
ingt ;  he  ihould,  therefore,  readily  content  to  hie  being  heard  in  hit  defence,  though 
he  did  not  think  it  quite  agreeable  to  the  regularity  of  their  proceeding,  that  he 
titemldbe  htard  in  the  pretent  ttage  cf  it.  With  reipeet  to  a  copy  of  the  eharget 
he  believed  there  mat  no  precedent  ofjuch  an  indulgence  being  granted.  It  vol 
toeti  tnotBlt  that  it  vat  hit  original  tntention  to  have  gone  through  the  ahole  t^ 
the  midenee  before  he  delivered  in  hie  arliclet,  and  to  let  the  charge  groa  out  c^ 
iheevidenee;  but  the  houie,  in  iti  imidom,  had  thought  proper  to  vote  a  different 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  to  direct  that  the  charget  thould  beflrtt  made,  and  that 
ie  ihould  then  proceed  to  eubsiantiate  them  by  evidence.  Hence  he  had  been 
under  the  neeeitilj/  of  near  arranging  hii  plan,  and  of  makii^  hit  charge*  at 
eomprehentiee  a*  poteibie,  taking  in  and  itaUng  every  thing  with  ahick  private 
ii^ormalion  could furniih  him.  In  their  preient  form  they  were  to  bt  coTuidered 
merely  at  a  general  collection  of  aecuiatory  faeti,  intermixed  urith  a  variety  <^ 
collateral  matter,  both  effael  and  reaioning,  mceuary  for  their  elucidation ; 
and  Ike  committee  to  which  they  acre  16  be  referred  teould  neeeetarUy  find  oeea- 
MM  to  alter  them  materiaUy.  For  Ihii  reaion,  olio,  he  thought  it  tuoidd  be  highly 
improper  to  give  a  copy  of  them  in  the  preient  etage  ofthebutineitto.Mr.ffail- 
iKfft.  Thete  reatont,  however,  being  oeemded  by  the  megority,  and  a  copy 
ordered  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Haitingt,  Mr.  Burke  moved,  that  the  home  ihouid 
retolve  ittelf  into  a  committee  to  examine  the  witneiiei  that  had  been  ordered  to 
attend.  Thii  wat  alto  objected  to  by  the  other  tide  cf  the  houte,  ontheground, 
that  at  they  had  agreed  to  hear  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hattingi,  they  ought  to  waif 
till  that  had  been  gone  through,  once  he  might  poieibly  be  abU  to  offer  each  matter 
in  eaenlpalio*  of  himteff  at  would  induee  the  houie  to  itop  all  further  prvceod- 
imgt.  Tie  houte  divided  on  Mr.  Burke't  propotition,  ayes  80 ;  noet  140 ,-  aqfO- 
rtijr  agaiitit  it  60. 

Mr.  Sherida  n  remarked,  that  the  house  committed  a  sort  of 
a  blunder  in  their  proceedings,  in  deciding  ttiat  Mr.  Hastings 
should  be  heard  immediately ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said,  the  charges  must  not  stand  in  the  present  form. 
Was  it  then  wise  or  proper  to  hear  Mr.  Hastings  on  what  the 
other  side  of  the  house  termed  vague,  confused,  irrelevant,  and 
unintelligible  charges  ?  Or  would  it  not  have  been  better,  more 
regular,  and  more  sensible,  first  to  have  reduced  the  charges  to 
the  form  in  which  they  were  to  stand,  and  then  have  heard  Mr. 
Hastings  on  them. 

n.  Chai^M  him  with  enormous  eitravagance  and  briber;  in  variouB  eoo- 
trncta,  with  &  view  to  enrich  hia  dependants  and  fiivouritet. 

These  are  the  principal  of  the  twentf-two  charges,  on  most  of  which  Mr. 
UaetingB  was  voted  by  the  hoase  deserving  of  impeacliment ;  the  others  ara 
dependant  on  die  foregoing. 
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April  38. 

HE.  POWT's  HOTIOH  FOB  LBATE  TO  BHIKG  IK  A  BILL  TO  EXPLAIN 
AND  AMEND  THE  ACT  OP  1776,  COMMONLY  CALLED  THE 
QrEBEC  BILL. 

Mr.  Shebidax  justified  the  motion  and  said,  he  wished  for 
something  like  an  answer  to  two  or  three  questions  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  on  which  would  depend  whether  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  house  with  a  motion  or  not. 
By  the  gazette  he  saw  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  appointed 
captain-general  and  governor-in-chief  of  the  provinces  of  Quebec, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick.  Was  it  meant  that  there 
were  to  be  lieutenant-governors  of  the  two  latter  province  P  and 
if  it  were,  was  it  intended  that  appeals  from  the  latter  should  be 
to  the  king  in  council  at  home,  or  to  Sir  Ouy  Carleton  as  governor 
and  captain-general?  Would  not  the  appointment  of  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  as  capttun-general  and  commander-in-chief  over  the  three 
provinces,  disturb  the  present  government  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  and  narrow  their  privileges  and  liberties  P  If 
these  questions  were  answered,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  make  any  motion;  if  not,  he  should  move 
for  a  copy  of  the  appointment,  powers,  and  instructions  given 
to  Sir  Ouy  Carleton  as  captain-general  and  govemor-in-chief  of 
the  provinces  of  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick. 

7^  allariKy  general,  in  ripfy,  tialtd,  that  there  were  to  bt  Ueuteaant-goMr- 
tuiribul/or  a  thort  time,  and  that  theaeteere  to  be  the  very  pertoiu  nolo  governor* 
of  the  two  tubordhale  pnmineu ;  at  leui  he  htew  thai,  mth  regiecl  to  one,  tueh 
a  meature  teat  in  agitation. 


May  4. 
national  debt. 


The  order  <^  th*  das  having  been  read  for  going  into  a  eamnutite  for  thecon- 
tideration  of  llie  rrpoTl  on  the  national  debt  bill,  the  gueilion  wot  put,"  That  Ihe 
apeaker  do  now  Jmue  the  chair." 

Mb.  Shebidam  rising,  signified  his  determined  resolution  of 
moving  to  postpone  the  question  till  that  day  se'nnight ;  and  if 
he  should  be  so  successful  as  to  prevail  on  the  house  to  agree  to 
that  proposition,  he  should  then  move  certain  resolutions  grounded 
on  facts,  statements,  and  calculations  to  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  receipt  and  expen- 
diture of  the  public  revenue,  which  resolutions  he  E^uld  read  as 
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part  of  his  speech.  A  plan  For  paying  off  the  public  debt  had 
been  published  by  a  noble  earl  (Stanhope)  no  longer  a  member 
of  that  house,  and  whose  absence  he  had  to  lament  upon  that  day. 
The  noble  ewrs  plan  appeared  to  him  by  far  the  most  preferable 
f>f  the  two  compared  with  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's opposite  to  him,  which  was  founded  altogether  on  the  re- 
port to  which  he  had  alluded.  It  was  not,  however,  bis  purpose 
at  that  time,  to  enter  into  any  argument  respecting  the  principles 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  bill,  or  to  discuss  the  pro- 
priety of  applying  the  surplus  supposed  to  exist  in  the  manner 
provided  by  that  bill.  What  he  meant  to  go  to  was,  the  exami- 
nation of  the  great  and  important  question,  whether  there  actually 
existed  any  surplus  at  all  or  not  P  To  that  point  he  wished  to 
draw  their  attenticm  ;  and  although  he  was  well  aware,  that  how- 
ever interesting  the  subject  was  to  the  nation,  it  was  not  one  of 
those  in  which  that  house  took  much  delight,  or  to  the  discuBsion 
of  which  they  were  very  fond  of  attending;  yet  the  critical  situation 
of  the  country,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  object  in  view  consi- 
dered, he  hoped  it  would  be  thought  entitled  to  their  especial 
notice.  The  diminution  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  gradual 
alleviation  of  the  public  burdens,  were  matters  well  worthy  their 
deliberate  attention.  It  was  a  duty  they  owed  to  their  consti- 
tuents, a  duty  they  owed  to  themselves,  to  set  about  the  business 
with  zeal,  with  earnestness,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  attain 
their  aim  with  certainty  and  effect.  In  setting  about  such  a 
business,  however,  plain  dealing  was  first  of  all  indispensably 
necessary ;  above  all  things,  it  behoved  that  house  not  to  deceive 
themselves ;  to  gloss  over  nothing ;  to  avoid  nothing  that  told 
against  the  desired  purpose,  but  to  convince  the  world  not  only 
of  the  strength  and  vigour  of  the  national  resources,  but  that  the 
parliament  had  spirit  and  stoutness  of  mind  enough,  to  dare  to 
look  the  real  situation  of  the  country  in  the  face ;  to  examine  it 
thoroughly,  and  to  hold  it  up  publicly,  as  it  really  was,  without 
deception  of  any  kind  whatever. 

Under  this  impression  it  was,  and  not  with  any  despondent 
ideas  or  the  national  resources,  that  he  meant  to  call  their  atten- 
tion to  the  report  on  the  table ;  and  he  conceived  that  he  should 
be  able  to  prove  that  it  was  drawn  up  upon  erroneous  principles ; 
that  it  was  replete  with  mistaken  calculations ;  that  the  commit- 
tee had  acted  under  a  delusion  ;  and  that  the  effect  of  the  whole 
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must  be  fallacious,  and  not  to  be  relied  on,  as  the  ground  (^  a 
proceeding  of  so  serious  Bnd  important  a  nature  as  a  bill  coa- 
taioing  and  enacting  a  plan  for  the  gradually  paying  off  the 
national  debt.  When  he  said  this,  he  begged  leave  once  fur  all 
to  be  understood,  as  not  meaning  to  convey  any  imputation  what- 
ever on  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  committee ;  they  had 
acted,  he  was  persuaded,  on  honourable  principles,  and  had  rather 
given  way  to  delusion  themselves  than  meant  to  deceive  or  mis- 
lead the  house.  But  meaning  as  he  did  to  object  to  the  report, 
and  to  disprove  its  statements,  he  must  take  the  liberty  of  de- 
claring, that  he  thought  the  formation  of  the  committee  highly 
objectionable.  The  right  honouraUe  gentleman  opposite  to  him 
had  gone  the  length  of  avowing,  that  he«bould  not  be  ashamed 
to  deliver  lists  of  his  own  friends  to  be  ballotted  for  to  form  such 
a  committee ;  and  therefore  he  might  he  allowed  to  suppose,  that 
some  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  influence  was  exerted 
in  the  selection  and  appointment  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  re- 
turned by  the  ballot,  and  who  actually  had  been  members  of  the 
late  committee.  Such  a  committee,  so  appointed  and  chosen,  be 
thought  extremely  improper ;  because,  as  every  part  and  party 
in  the  house,  however  they  might  differ  as  to  the  best  means  of 
paying  off  the  national  debt,  were  undoubtedly  agreed  in  their 
opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  set  about  as  soon  as  postdble,  and 
commenced  in  the  manner  most  likely  to  effect  it  on  the  best  and 
most  advantageous  terms  for  the  public,  he  should  have  imagined, 
that  on  such  an  occauon,  a  fair  and  impartial  committee,  com- 
posed of  men  of  different  sentiments,  and  men  who  were  as 
likely  to  draw  out  the  dark  side  of  the  question  as  the  light  one, 
would  have  been  the  sort  of  committee  best  adapted  to  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Sheridan  now  proceeded  to  examine  the  com- 
mittee's report,  the  favourite  object  of  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be,  to  bold  up  the  measures  recently  taken  by  the  minister 
of  the  day  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  as  the  great  and 
principal  cause  of  the  supposed  increase  of  the  public  income. 
The  committee,  in  the  exordium  of  the  report,  say,  *'  The 
large  amount  of  the  taxes  proposed  since  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  in  addition  to  the  then  subsisting  revenue;  the 
difticulties  under  which  the  different  branches  of  our  commerce 
laboured  during  the  continuance  of  that  war ;  and  the  great  and 
increasing  prevalence  of  smuggling,  previous  to  the  mewures 
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receady  adopted  for  its  nippresBUxi,  appeared  to  your  com- 
mittee to  Teoder  any  averages  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue  in 
fonner  periods  in  a  great  degree  inapplicable  to  the  present 
■ituatioD  of  the  country." 

The  very  reverse  of  this  reasoning  ought,  in  his  mind,  to 
have  prevailed ;  and  the  committee  would  have  done  much  more 
wisely  to  have  stated  the  av«-age8  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue, 
and  o£  the  expenditure  of  it  in  former  periods,  because,  as  the 
report  stood,  there  appeared  a  statement  of  the  present  rec^pt, 
to  which  was  opposed  not  the  present  expenditure,  but  the 
expenditure  that  it  was  supposed  would  be  the  expenditure  of 
the  year  1791.  Where.  Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  was  the  difficulty, 
dnce  peace  was  no  new  situBtion  to  this  country  f  The  mode  of 
stating  the  present  receipt,  which  happened  to  be  remarkably 
Iiigh  and  favourable,  against  the  probable  expenditure  of  a  year 
at  so  great  a  distance,  was  a  mode  directly  contrary  to  that 
ever  before  resorted  to,  as  the  best  means  of  getting  at  the  true 
situation  of  the  country,  and  the  reverse  of  what  had  been  the 
conduct  of  a  near  relation  of  the  president  of  the  committee 
(Mr.  Grenville)  who,  as  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Grey 
Cooper)  on  a  late  occasion  bad  stated,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
war,  came  forward  with  a  plan,  in  which  be  had  expressly  de- 
clared, that  he  did  not  tUnk  himself  at  liberty  to  take  the 
receipt  of  the  current  year,  as  that  was  the  year  immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  and  in  consequence  a  larger 
one  than  usual.  He  denied  that  the  reasoning  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  present  produce  of  the  revenue 
paid  into  the  exchequer  had  been  just  or  correct ;  the  mode  of 
argument  resorted  to  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  to  prove  the  increasing  receipt, 
had  been,  by  comparing  one  quarter  with  another,  and  inferring, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  excess  of  one  quarter  over  another,  so 
would  be  the  excess  of  one  year  over  another.  That  sort  of 
argument  he  conridered  as  weak  and  fallacious,  and  the  last 
quarter''s  receipt  proved  it. 

Of  the  excessive  amount  of  our  taxes  and  public  debts,  con- 
cemlng  which  he  might  perhaps  think  rather  singularly,  he 
should  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  such  an  immense  burden 
was  thereby  imposed  upon  the  country,  that  it  became  almost 
impossible  for  that  house,  on  any  occanoo,  to   withhold  the 
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supplies.  So  much  indeed  was  mortgaged  to  the  public  creditw, 
that  it  could  scarcely  be  done  without  creating  an  alarm  of  a 
nature  extremely  iojurious  to  the  national  credit ;  and  there- 
fore, if  it  was  to  do  over  again,  he,  for  one^  should  oppose  the 
entering  into  any  bargain  with  the  crown  for  the  grant  of  a 
stipulated  civil-list  revenue,  since  that,  added  to  the  other 
circumstance,  fettered  that  house  in  its  votes,  and  in  so  much 
took  away  from  their  rights.  If,  therefore,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  correct  in  bis  plan,  he  was  fighting  not  only  for 
the  revenue,  but  for  the  constitution  of  his  country,  which  was 
certainly  very  laudable.  Mr.  Sheridan  contradicted  the  favourite 
position  of  the  committee,  in  their  report,  that  the  recent  in< 
crease  of  tbe  receipt  of  the  revenue  had  been  owing  to  the 
measures  lately  taken  to  prevent  smuggling.  He  mentioned 
sugar  and  several  others  to  prove  this  assertion ;  indeed  he 
knew  not  how  those  measuren  could,  in  any  respect,  be  said  to 
have  tended  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  unless  it  was  in  the 
eiFect  of  the  commutation  Ux  ;  and  so  generally  admitted  at 
this  time  was  the  pemiciousness  of  that  measure,  that  he 
supposed  they  should  hear  some  alteration  of  it  proposed  even 
during  the  present  session,  since  no  man  need  do  more  than 
look  at  the  very  sensible  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Rous,  to  be 
convinced  of  the  extravagance  and  absurdity  of  that  tax,  whidi 
tended  to  send  such  immense  sums  out  of  the  country  in  a  trade 
which,  in  point  of  export,  had  before  been  greatly  against  us, 
Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  also  of  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Baring, 
styling  him  a  man  high  in  situation  at  the  India-house,  and  who 
boasted  in  his  writings  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  ministers. 
Mr.  Baring  professed  to  be  the  advocate  of  the  tax,  but  his 
arguments  f^peared  to  tell  the  other  way,  and  that  very 
forcibly ;  for  what  could  be  more  self-evident,  than  that  it  was 
in  the  highest  degree  impolitic  to  encourage  the  import  and  use 
of  a  foreign  luxury,  the  introduction  of  which  was  carried  to 
such  an  extent,  in  consequence  of  the  commutation  tax,  that 
according  to  Mr.  Baring's  accounts,  four  millious  of  money 
would  he  wanted  of  the  public  to  enable  the  company  to  carry 
on  the  trade.  This,  he  believed,  was  an  over-statement;  as, 
doubtless,  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  would  do ; 
but  that  sum  the  company  must  borrow  of  the  bank,  and  the 
public  be  the  secuijty,  which  was  exactly  the  same  as  if  they 
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had  lent  it  themselveB.  He  objected  to  the  statement  of  the 
produce  of  that  tax,  and  §aid,  that  the  committee  had  taken 
credit  for  matten  which  could  not  be  reckoned  any  more  after 
they  had  been  once  received,  as  they  would  not  be  paid  agaia. 

Some  false  calculations  bad  arisen  also  in  respect  to  the  game 
duties;  the  post-horse-tax  receipt;  glove-duty  receipt;  the 
duty  on  medicines ;  the  shop  tax ;  and  the  tax  on  attmnies. 
Indeed,  a  considerable  sum  might  be  deducted  from  the  total 
of  their  several  amounts  of  produce  ;  and  so  much  ought  to  be 
taken  from  the  calculated  receipt  in  their  report,  because  it  had 
been  errooeously  assumed.  The  inefficacy  of  the  glove  tax, 
might  prove  the  futility  of  every  one  of  the  same  sort,  which 
could  never  be  made  productive  but  by  means  so  arbitrary  that 
the  house  ought  not  to  agree  to  them.  At  present,  the  glove 
duty  was  so  generally  evaded,  that  almost  every  man  who 
purchased  a  pair  of  gloves,  would  consider  it  as  a  species  of 
draplifting  to  take  the  stamp  out  of  the  shop  with  him.  The 
system  of  extending  taxation  by  stamps,  to  such  articles  as  the 
principle  of  a  stamp  duty  would  not  apply  to,  was  absurd  in 
the  extreme.  Stamping  law  proceedings  and  other  documents, 
was  a  good  idea ;  the  stamp  gave  a  weight,  a  sanction,  and 
authority,  where  so  applied ;  but  could  that  be  said  of  gloves, 
or  of  all  the  trumpery  of  a  p^umer's  shop,  to  which  they  were 
now  about  to  extend  stamp  duties  i*  Would  a  stamp  legalize 
pomatum,  or  give  validity  to  lavender-water  P  With  regard  to 
the  proposed  tax  on  hatr>powder,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  bOTTOwed  it  from  a  noble  friend  of  his  (the  Earl  of 
Surrey)  who  had  paid  his  contribution  to  it  hy  suggesting  and 
proposing  the  obnoxious  tax.  What  a  vast  number  of  ^ears  had 
they  to  look  forward,  even  so  far  as  the  year  1791  >  admitting 
that  the  committee  had  been  founded  in  all  their  arguments, 
before  the  completion  of  their  wonderful  designs ;  the  present 
members  of  the  house  would  be  departed,'  and  their  political 
existence  terminated !  They,  the  old  grey-bearded  stewards, 
who  had  rack-rented  the  tenants,  distrained  their  goods,  and 
levied  executions,  would  be  then  no  more,  but  would  have  left 
the  new  parliament,  like  a  young  heir,  to  come  into  possession 
of  a  dear,  unincumbered  estate.  The  committee  had  indeed 
taken  their  average,  in  respect  to  the  article  of  malt.  An 
honouraUe  baronet   (Sir  Grey  Cooper)   had  observed,   that   a 
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great  number  of  Exchequer  bills  were  out,  and  that  disad- 
Taatages  would  arise  from  that  circumstance  in  case  of  any 
sudden  emergency;  adding,  that  wl]en  a  noble  lord  (North) 
had  only  ^^1,800,000  out,  he  paid  off  ^700,000  out  of  the 
number.  To  prove  that  the  receipt  would  increase  under  the 
different  heads  or  articles,  it  seemed  sufficient  to  remark,  that 
in  every  one  of  the  reasonings  a  proviso  was  foisted  in,  and  that 
in  fact  your  '*  If,*"  was  your  only  surplus  maker.  With  respect 
to  the  navy  expenditures,  the  papers  signed  by  an  honourable 
baronet  (Sir  Charles  Middleton)  was  a  voucher  that  seemed 
unwilling  to  speak  the  truth.  He  declared,  that  he  thought 
^1,000,000  for  the  navy  establishment,  was  putting  it  too  low 
even  for  a  year  of  peace :  he  reminded  the  house,  that  our 
situation  was  different  now  from  what  it  had  been  at  the  end  of 
the  war  before  the  last ;  we  could  then  rest  in  security  vrith  a 
much  less  naval  force  than  was  now  necessary  for  our  protection. 
The  national  glory  and  honour  were  at  that  day  sufficient  guards 
for  the  kingdom ;  now,  alas !  our  situation  was  different ; 
though  our  efforts  had  been  wonderful  during  the  war,  still  it 
was  to  be  remembered,  that  we  had  proved  unsuccessful ;  we 
required  therefore  a  stronger  navy  than  was  before  deemed 
necessary.  When  the  system  of  fortification  lately  proposed 
was  reprobated,  the  house  would  recollect,  they  were  all  agreed 
in  the  premises,  that  it  was  right  to  protect  the  dockyards,  but 
they  deemed  the  conclusion  drawn  from  those  premises  to  be 
false ;  and  when  it  was  proposed  by  the  noble  duke  at  the  head 
of  the  ordnance,  to  defend  the  dockyards  by  a  new  fangled  mode, 
that  mode  was  rejected,  and  it  was  determined  to  defend  them 
in  the  old-fashioned  vulgar  way,  by  a  strong  navy.  He  at  the 
time,  and  he  believed  many  other  gentlemen  expected,  that 
though  they  had  refused  the  money  asked  for  fortifications,  some 
of  it  would  be  applied  to  strengthening  our  navy  ; — ^the  navy 
estimate  was  too  low  for  a  peace  establishment,  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  other  states  considered.  Objectionable  also  was 
the  idea  of  calling  out  but  a  third  of  the  militia;  and  glaring 
the  impolicy  of  disgusting  the  country  gentlemen  upon  a  subject 
with  which  they  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  humour ;  as  it  was 
upon  their  taking  commisuons  in  the  militia,  that  its  respect- 
ability, its  constitutional  essence,  and  its  true  character  de- 
pended. 
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France  might  assign  ao  excellent  reaaoD  for  disbanding  a  part 
(tf  her  army ;  strengthened  by  alliaoce,  she  might  rest  secure 
with  a  small  military  force;  nay,  the  French  mioisters  would  be 
justified  in  advising  their  monarch  ctmsiderably  to  reduce  the 
navy,  because  they  might  well  say,  "  Holland  is  connected  with 
your  Majesty  as  an  ally,  and  the  navy  of  Holland  is  in  ^ect 
your  navy."  But  far  different  was  the  case  with  us ;  we  might  al- 
most be  described  to  have  but  one  foe,  and  that  the  whole  world ; 
whilst  we  were  scarcdy  in  alliance  with  our  own  empire.  There 
were  many  expenses  which  probably  would  come  on  the  public 
before  the  year  1791,  of  which  the  committee  had  not  taken  the 
least  notice  in  thdr  report  Although  the  fortifications  proposed 
had  been  rejected,  yet  everybody  kuew  that  some  fortifica- 
tions there  must  be.  They  consequently  would  cost  something. 
Another  expense  was  the  civil  list;  for  it  was  pretty  generally 
understood  that  his  Majesty  stood  in  need  of  the  whole  .£900,000 
for  his  own  expenditure.  It  was  idle,  therefore,  to  shut  their 
eyes  against  the  necessity  of  an  increase;  the  establishment  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  royal  family,  particularly  the  estab- 
lishment of  Prince  William,  who  could  not  be  expected  to  live 
upon  a  captain's  pay,  and  certain  events  which  might  take  place 
in  the  family  (if  alliance  with  virtue  and  goodness  were  desirable) 
would  prove  that  necessity.  There  was  also  another  reason  which 
be  bad  mentioned  once  before,  and  that  was  the  increase  of  the 
income  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  must 
be  soon  attended  to.  A  third  was  a  subject  which  be  was  s(»Ty  • 
to  see  bad  so  far  changed  its  impresdon  on  their  feelings,  that 
though  the  bare  mention  of  it  used  to  call  fc«th  all  their  sensi- 
hility,  it  was  now  heard  with  the  coldest  indifference ;  he  meant 
the  American  loyalists ;  men  to  whom  the  faith  of  parliament  was 
solemnly  pledged,  and  therefore  men  whose  cause  that  house 
neither  could  nor  ought  to  abandon.  The  house  had  rect^ised 
.  their  pretensions  to  protection,  by  instituting  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  their  claims,  the  amount  of  which  was  considerable, 
and  must  be  defrayed.  These  additions  to  tlie  expenditure, 
added  to  various  others,  amounted  to  d?4,000,000,  to  pay  which 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  report  but  army  savings  that  could  be  de- 
pended on.  As  to  lotteries,  which  were  represented  as  the  > 
boasted  means  of  resource,  these  were,  in  his  mind,  the  most 
profiigate  and  pernicious,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  disad- 
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vantageous  means  of  raising  money  which  could  be  resmted  to. 
With  regard  to  the  public  accountants  paying  in  their  balances, 
he  imagined  there  was  not  any  great  sum  to  be  gained  that  way ; 
at  least  the  right  honourable  gentleman  must  be  aware,  that 
there  waa  also  money  to  be  paid  back  again  by  the  Exchequ^, 
so  that  probably  the  balance  between  the  two  could  not  be  very 
large. 

The  idea  of  the  unclaimed  dividends  at  the  Bank,  die  house 
would  recollect,  had  been  treated  with  derision  in  a  former  debate, 
and  were  not  to  be  counted  upon  ;  and  as  to  the  crown  lands,  they 
ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  regulated  or  disposed  of  without 
the  especial  consent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  With  respect  to  in- 
suring the  due  collection  of  taxes,  that  was  a  fair  object,  if 
fairly  managed.  But  he  had  heard  of  some  regulations  to  be 
proposed  relating  to  a  particular  branch  of  commerce,  which 
were  so  arbitrary  and  despotic,  that  if  they  passed,  the  revenue 
might  be  said  to  make  war  against  the  constitution.  And  what 
were  the  means  whereby  the  sum  wanted  to  commence  the  plan 
with  was  to  be  had  ?  At  present  it  was  clear  there  was  no  sur- 
plus ;  and  the  only  means  which  suggested  themselves  to  him 
were,  a  loan  of  a  million  for  the  especial  purpose ;  for  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  say  with  the  person  in  the  comedy, 
"  If  you  won't  lend  me  the  money,  how  con  I  pay  you  ?^'  To 
those  means  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  resort ;  but  certaJo  he 
was,  that  was  no  reply  to  the  report  on  the  table ;  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  bill  founded  upon  such  fallacious  principles  and  such 
enortaous  reasoning,  would  be  the  height  of  rashness  and  pre- 
sumption ;  it  would  be  trusting  too  much  to  chance ;  and  would 
ill  become  that  house  to  countenance  such  conduct  if  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  were  himself  imprudent  enough  to  risk  it.  If  he 
did,  he  would  act  like  a  school-boy,  who,  for  the  sake  of  getting 
at  fruit,  grasped  at  the  first  braiich  he  could  reach,  and  not 
only  pulled  down  the  unripe  fruit,  but  destroyed  also  the  blos- 
som, the  bud,  and  the  bough — the  hopes  of  a  future  crop. 

Mr.  Sheridan  having  thus  finished  his  argument  upon  the  re- 
poiTl,  produced  a  string  of  resolutions  which,  he  said,  asserted 
undeniable  facts,  and  therefore  could  not  be  negatived.  If,  how- 
ever, any  gentleman  should  move  the  order  of  the  day  upon  them, 
he  would  move  them  again  during  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
day. 
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Tie  right  itmmrMt  W,  W.  GrmmiU  tUervrd,  thai  from  a  eomrklion  thai 
the  propotUioiu  wcntU  prom  grtmndteu,  he  ghould  metl  them  milh  a  delenained 
negative.  He  eotild  not  foUma  the  honouToiAe  gentleman  Ikrottgh  the  ahol*  of 
even/  pari  of  Aii  aryumemi,  lutr  conM  he  preltnd  to  enliven  hie  ipeeeh  viilh  tuna 
l^tnl  and  pleataatry  ;  he  had»ol  the  falenit  lehich  the  honoitrable  genHeman  to 
happibf  poMtetaed,  ofmaOmi/  evtm  a  dtiU  ntbjecl  rmlertaining.  Mr,  Sherulam 
tiered  the  matwn  to  go  wiihot^  a  itmnaa.  7V  hotue  then  rttohtd  iltelfMo 
a  commitlee, — qfler  lOme  eonverealio*  the  bill  uoj  gone  through,  and  the  houee 
being  rttumed,  thereporl  teat  ordered  to  be  teceived  lo-morroK, 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  moved,  "  That  the  expected  annual  amount 
ofthe  national  income,  stated  in  the  reportofthe  secret  committee, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  public  income  and  expenditure,  ap- 
pears in  no  respect  to  have  been  calculated  upon  the  average 
receipts  upon  the  number  of  years,  but  is  estimated  upon  the 
produce  of  one  year  only,  and  fixed  at  tiie  amount  of  the  same, 
with  the  addition  of  the  probable  increase  upon  the  new  taxes. 

'*  That  it  appears  that  the  account  of  the  annual  expenditure, 
as  opposed  to  the  amount  of  the  public  income  so  calculated,  is 
not  a  statement  at  the  present  existing  expenditure^  or  of  that 
which  must  exist  for  some  years  to  come,  but  is  formed  from  the 
probable  reductions  wiiich  it  is  alleged  will  have  taken  place 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  I'JQljia  the  prospect  of  a  permanent 
peace. 

'*  That  the  different  branches  of  revenue,  in  the  period  upon 
which  the  future  is  calculated,  appear  to  have  been  singularly  pro- 
ductive, particularly  in  the  customs ;  and  greatly  to  have  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  the  preceding  year,  with  which  alone  it  is 
contrasted. 

*<  That  it  does  not  appear  that  any  means  were  taken,  nor  in- 
formation called  for,  nor  any  examination  entered  into  by  the  said 
committee,  itt  order  to  ascertain  whether  such  increase  of  revalue 
had  arisen  from  causes  which  were  likely  to  have  a  permanent 
«peration  or  otherwise. 

"  That  Bucb  an  investigation  is  indispensably  necessary  before 
this  bouse  can,  with  confidence,  calculate,  by  the  produce  of  one 
year,  the  supposed  future  amount  of  the  public  income. 

*'  That  the  uncertainty  of  estimating  by  such  a  criterion,  the 
expected  future  produce  of  the  revenue,  is  still  more  evident, 
upon  a  comparison  of  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  April  last 
with  the  same  quarter  in  the  preceding  year,  upon  which  the 
future  income  is  calculated ;  by  which  comparisoo  it  appears 
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that  the  amount  of  the  latter  quarter  is  inferior  to  the  sum  of 
£\8\,2\6  13s.  4d.,  in  the  branch  of  the  customs,  to  the 
former. 

"  That  in  the  said  report  there  are  certain  articles  of  receipt 
erroneously  stated,  as  proper  to  be  added  to  the  future  annual 
income,  and  other  articles  of  expense  erroneously  omitted  to  be 
added  to  the  expenditure. 

"■  That  the  sum  voted,  and  to  be  voted,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1^86,  including  the  interest  and  charges  of  the  public  debt, 
cooaiderably  exceeds  the  suid  of  ^15,397,471. 

"  That  the  means  by  which  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good, 
arisen  from  aids  and  debts  which  belong  to  the  present  year  only. 

"  That  there  is  no  surplus  income  whatever  applicable  to  the 
reduction  of  the  public  debt  now  existing. 

"  That  a  surplus  of  inccHne  in  the  ensuing  quarter  can  arise 
only  by  the  renewal  of  a  loan  for  an  extraordiniuy  million,  bor- 
rowed upon  exchequer  bills  in  the  last,  and  charged  uptm  the 
supply  of  the  present  year ;  and  whicb  loan  it  would  be  unneces> 
sary  to  make,  but  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  said  sur- 
plus. 

"  That  any  extraordinary  increaHe  of  exchequer  bills,  contrary  - 
to  former  practice  in  time  of  peace,  ie  an  expedient  in  anticipa- 
lion  of  that  assistance  which  the  government  might  receive  in  the 
case  of  any  circumstance  rendering  it  necessary  to  strengthen  the 
state  of  our  national  preparation. 

**  That  the  saving  to  the  public  upon  the  interest  of  money 
borrowed  in  this  way  is  rendered  improbable  or  precarious  by  the 
necessity  which  will  arise  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  such  bills, 
in  order  that  the  object  for  which  the  loan  is  made  may  be  punc- 
tually  and  effectually  answered,  nor  even,  should  such  saving 
accrue,  will  it  compensate  for  the  disadvantage  above  stated. 

"  That  admitting  that,  by  the  foregoing  means,  the  expecte<b 
surplus  will  arise  upon  the  three  quarters  next  ensuing,  and  that 
thenceforward  one  million  annually  is  to  he  applied  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt,  it  appears  that  there  will  then  be  an  interval  of 
nearly  four  years  before  the  ccHomencement-  of  that  permanent 
peace  establishment,  which  is  to  furnish,  in  the  reduction  of  its 
services  £900,000  of  the  expected  million  surplus. 

"  That  in  this  period  it  appears  from  the  vouchers  annexed  to 
the  said  report,  and  other  papers  before  this  house,  that  a  sum, 
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amouating  to  £4,010,000,  besides  two  millions  due  to  the  Bank, 
making,  blether,  the  sum  of  £6,010,000  will  be  deficient  and 
wanting,  over  and  above  the  stated  annual  income. 

"  That  for  this  sum  of  £60,000  there  appears  to  be  no  ade- 
quate provision  or  resource." 

nt  motiouM  »ere  negativtd. 


NATIONAL    DEBT. 


TTtertporlo/thecomnitteeonthebiUJbrfiablUhiiig  afimdlobttmalienaMf 
ig>plied  in  Ue  duiributioii  qf  (Ac  nalional  debt,  being  brovghl  up,  the  anendmentl 
were  meraili/  read  ami  agreed  lo  ;  and  vihen  thai  part  of  the  bill  wot  read,  i* 
tehieh  tie  ChamceOor  iff  the  Exchequer'!  eloiur,  obliging  the  eommMionen,  when 
Ike  itedet  teer*  at  or  ii6otw  par,  to  come  to  parKaneiUfor  new  powen,  toat  read, 
Mr.  Pitt  MOVid  "to  d^fer  thefialher  eotaideration  nf  it  to  the  ennUug  das" 
Btjfvtt  the  iptaker  p*l  the  qtieition, 

Mb.  Srekidax  said,  that  he  had  not  happened  to  be  present 
oa  Friday  last,  but  he  understood  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  alluded  to  the  subject  of  that  bill,  upon  which  he  had 
presumed  to  take  up  bo  much  of  the  time  of  the  house  the  pre- 
ceding day ;  and  had  deemed  his  arguments  and  calculations  fal- 
lacious and  ill-founded.  It  would,  he  thought,  have  been  more 
fair  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  answered  those 
arguments,  and  proved  the  calculations  fallacious  and  ill-founded 
on  the  preceding  day,  when  he  was  present,  than  thus  to  have 
glanced  at  either,  and  spoken  of  them  injuriously  in  his  absence. 
If  it  was  conceived  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  on  the  preceding  Thursday  spoken  immediately  after  him, 
bad  answered  his  arguments,  and  that  speech  was  relied  on  as  a 
full  and  complete  answer  and  refutation  of  what  he  had  advanced, 
he  was  perfectly  content  to  leave  it  to  the  good  sense  and  feeling 
of  the  house  to  decide,  whether  he  had  been  refuted  or  not.  But, 
as  the  right  hcwourable  gentleman  in  question,  for  whose  ability 
and  character,  in  every  point  of  view,  he  entertained  a  very  sin- 
ONS  respect,  had  professed  that  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  his 
arguments  at  large,  or  to  follow  him  through  the  whole  of  them, 
as  the  great  point  to  which  he  had  aimed  at  calling  their  atten- 
don,  the  point  of  ascertaining  whether  there  was  actually  any 
surplus  or  not — but  declared  he  should  leave  that  part  of  the 
task  to  other  honourable  gentl^nen  of  greater  abilities,  and  more 
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brilliant  and  splendid  talente,  from  vhom  the  house  would  bear 
a  full  and  complete  answer ;  and  the  house  had  heard  no  answer 
at  all  from  those  honourable  gentlemen  of  greater  abilities  and 
more  splendid  talents ;  he,  Mr.  Sheridan,  felt  himself  warranted 
in  declaring,  that  his  remarks  upon  the  subject  were  well 
grounded,  and  had  not  heen  invalidated  hy  anj  argument  what- 


Mr.  Pitt,  mrepljf,  elamtdfnm Mr.  Shtridm "  ike ptiformantt  tiftlialpUd^ 
toAicA  ke  had  expUcillg  mods  to  tlif  houtr,  nf  givittg  crcry  npport  in  hii  poaier 
to  tht  Metuure,  propotedfor  promoting  the  nafiomil  pratperity," 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  the  right  of  any  one  member  to  take 
upon  himself  to  pledge  anoUier  to  a  particular  line  of  conduct 
respecting  measures  subsequently  to  be  brought  forward,  with- 
out leaving  him  the  reserve  of  exercising  his  own  judgment  upon 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  those  measures  as  applied  to  the 
purpose  in  view  when  they  should  be  proposed ;  and  said,  that 
although  he,  and  he  believed  every  other  gentleman,  agreed  com- 
pletely with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  to  the  desirable- 
ness of  diminishing  the  national  debt ;  yet,  he  must  maintain, 
that  it  behoved  that  house  to  watch  the  steps  takoi  for  that  end 
with  the  more  vigilance  and  closeness. 

'nefitrlhtr  cotuideraHonnf  the rtport  leat  a^^nmed  to  IKetntitiagnitrwdaf. 


TAX    BILLS. 

Ma.  Sheridan,  adverting  to  his  intended  motion  for  the  print- 
ing of  tax  bills,  said,  that  although  the  subject  was  of  a  novel 
nature,  yet  he  would  be  as  brief  as  possible.  He  was  convinced 
that  every  person  would  readily  coincide  with  him  in  opinion, 
that  there  were  no  tails  of  more  importance  than  the  tax  bills. 
They  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  be  well  understood  before  they 
were  passed ;  and  no  mode  could  be  more  eligible  for  diffuung 
the  information,  than  the  printing  of  every  tax  bill  previous  to 
its  final  discussion.  The  practice  of  printing  bills  was  of  ntodem 
date,  as  might  be  seen  from  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Hastel's  Prece- 
dents of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  he  believed  to  he  in  pos- 
session of  every  gentleman  conversant  in  parliamentary  business. 
This  custom,  however,  had  not  yet  extended  to  tax  bills ;  and 
he  could  not  conceive  any  reason  for  the  exc^tioo,  unless  it 
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were  the  nugatory  interference  from  the  mere  want  of  custom. 
He  mtertained  a  very  high  respect  for  the  usage  of  parliament ; 
but  he  thought  that  a  custom,  which  was  not  justified  by  any 
solid  arguments,  ought  to  be  renounced.  As  the  printing  of  the 
tax  bills  would  be  attended  with  the  happiest  effects,  he  hoped 
no  gentleman  would  oppose  a  measure  of  such  general  utility  to 
the  country.  He  should  always  be  an  advocate  for  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  the  customs  of  parliament ;  but  any  usf^^  or  regula- 
tions founded  on  absurdity,  he  would  never  countenance.  He 
applauded  the  parliamentary  maxim  of  not  admitting  petitions 
against  a  tax  bill,  during  the  same  session  in  which  the  law  was 
passed.  If  such  a  law  were  not  enforced,  there  would  otherwise 
arise  very  unnecessary  delays.  The  motion  which  he  now  meant 
to  submit  to  the  house  had  no  tendency  of  the  kind ;  and  what 
it  was  designed  to  remedy,  was  not  justified  by  any  order  of  the 
bouse,  but  only  by  practice.  As  taxation  had  now  increased  to 
a  vCTy  great  degree,  it  was  found  expedient  to  invest  justices 
of  the  peace  with  more  extensive  powers  than  they  had  hitherto 
possessed.  The  blunders  and  confusion  which  had  ensued  from 
the  multiplication  of  the  laws  within  these  two  yearst  had  been 
attended  with  much  injury  to  the  revenue,  and  with  much  in- 
convenience and  molestation  to  the  subjects.  It  was,  therefore, 
by  no  means  strange,  if  those  wise-heads,  often  called  justices  of 
the  peace,  were  puzzled  in  endeavouring  to  expound  the  nature 
of  the  new  regulations.  Parliament  should,  in  consequence  of 
these  defects,  adopt  some  mode  of  affording  gentlemen  an  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  the  minutite  of  the  new  acts.  He  was  asto- 
niabed  bow  the  clerks  could  form  an  index  from  such  imperfect 
materials.  As  the  journals  had  undergtme  such  various  and 
complicated  alterations  he  imagined  that  a  discovery  of  a  real 
reference  in  the  index  might  be  ranked  among  the  marvellous. 
No  reference  could  be  made  to  the  original  act,  unless  the  index 
were  worded  in  this  manner—"  An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  to  alter 
an  act,  to  explun  and  amend  an  act,"  &c.  This  system  had  the 
appearance  of  naval  architecture,  byfirst  lajring  the  keel,  then 
forming  the  ribs,  then  the  rising  and  other  appurtenances ;  but 
what  was  remarkable,  the  ship  at  last  was  obliged  to  put  to  sea 
without  a  rudder !  He  then  mentioned  some  supposed  deficiencies 
in  the  horse,  stamp,  and  window  acts  ; — and  said,  that  the  word- 
ing of  some  conveyed  the  idea  of  the  horses,  not  only  inhabiting 
VOL.  T.  ,  p  r-        ■    ] 
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the  houses,  but  the  extraordinary  circumstaoce  of  thcsr  lookii^ 
out  <d'  the  windows.  He  then  condemned  the  proposed  tax  oo 
perfumery  ;  aod,  enumerating  the  articles  of  lBV«ider,  milk  of 
roses,  &c.  aaid  that  the  commissioners,  in  distinguishiog  the  va- 
rious particulars  of  taxation,  must  be  gifted  by  nature  with  the 
noses  of  pointers ;  and  then,  alluding  to  parliament,  quoted  the 
following  passage  from  Pope's  Rape  of  the  Lock  : 
"  Oat  humble  provioce  is  to  tend  tbe  fkir. 

Not  a  leai  pleating,  tfaoagh  less  glorious  can; 

To  Mve  the  powder  from  too  rude  a  gale. 

Nor  let  th'  imprisoD'd  esuncea  eihale." 
He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  bill  relative  to  a  tax  on 
perfumery  be  printed. 

The  motion  wai  oppoted  by  Mr.  Rote  mtd  Mr.  Fill.  'I%e  hoHtt  dkided ;  aff 
24;  *o*t  119. 

'     Mat  35. 
whale  fisheky. 
Upon  bringing  up  the  report  from  the  eommillte  on  this  bill, 
Ma.SHGBiDAN  observed,  that  the  rigfat  honourable  gentleman, 
who  had  proposed  a  reduction  of  the  bounties  to  those  concerned 
in  the  whale  6sheries,  had  not  proceeded  upon  true  parliamaitary 
principles.     For,  to  gay  nothing  of  the  injury  about  to  be  com- 
mitted against  the  trading  part  of  the  kingdom,  he  could  not 
conceive  the  parliamentary  grounds  for  relinquishing  a  measure 
one  session,  and  resuming  the  consideration  of  it  the  next. 

Mr.  Jenkinmi  replied,  that  in  eertain  cata  the  regtUationt  oHuM  to  if  lite 
hmouriMe  geatltmanviere  very  proper.  Inliubilb,forin*la»ce,  ameatnre  mu 
teldoai  or  ever  retimed  vhieh  had  been  abandoned  in  the  /ormer  tettion ;  bni  hert 
Ike  coK  aas  very  different,  and  the  hononridle  gentleman  had  mittakm  the  reat 
grounde  ^f  oppotition. 


June  6. 
militia  bill. 

7^  report  <tf  the  commit tra  having  been  bronght  np  by  Mr.  Toung,  the  amend 
mentt  mere  read  aepvaleiy,  and  a  leparate  qiteetum  put  apo*  eoeA ;  wAm  (It 
Aowe  eame  to  the  dawa  wAtcA  limited  the  ntimber  qflhemiUtia  la  be  eaOodont. 
trained,  and  eterciied  to  tao-lhirdt  of  the  vhole.  IHm  mnm  olgtettd  to  bg  Mr. 
MoTsham,  and  tnpparted  by  Mr,  Pitt. 

Mr.  Shebidan  declared,  that  he  could  not  resist  that  (^>por- 
tuoity  of  expressing  his  surprise  and  tegteU  that  the  right  bcuour- 
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sble  geotlemui  bad  thought  [miper  to  ^ve  way  on  the  present  oc- 
caaoD.  He  stated  the  consideration  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
BO  laudably  stood  forward  as  friendB  of  the  militia,  and  urged  the 
little  regard  that  the  difference  of  the  expense  deserved  ;  when, 
in  fact,  the  difference  was  so  mere  a  trifle  between  calling  out 
two-thirds  of  the  militia  annually,  and  calling  out  the  whole. 

'n*hoiutdmtltd;aftt  rfor  Ike  anuodment,  atit  tlood,forl»(i.third*iifth* 
miHtiaJ  49;  na^  13.     Tht  UU  wa»  hen  ordered  to  be  engnuttd,  vith  the 


PETITION   or   THE    EAST-INDIA    COMPANY. 

Mk.  Sheridan  said,  that  it  was  highly  reprehensible  to  in- 
troduce, at  BO  late  a  period  of  the  Eession,  great  and  important 
matters  which  required  deliberate  discussion ;  and  particularly 
culpable  indeed  was  the  negligent  way  in  which  they  were  opened 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  if  they  were  of  little  con- 
sequence, and  fit  to  be  considered  only  as  matters  of  course.  Mr. 
Sheridan  proceeded  to  prove,  that  the  necessity  for  the  present 
application  must  have  been  known  early  in  the  session ;  and  that 
the  directorB  had  no  manner  of  occasion  to  have  waited  under  the 
expectation  of  receiving  additional  information  by  tbe  last  ships 
from  India.  He  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  he  formed  these 
opinions,  and  entered  into  an  examination  and  discussion  of 
several  parts  of  tbe  report  of  the  situation  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany's affairs  which  had  been  laid  <hi  the  table.  He  asserted,  that 
the  calculaUons  were  most  erroneous ;  the  deductions  false;  and  the 
result  of  the  whole  of  such  as  he  had  touched  upon,  consequently 
fallacious.  The  commutation  tax  had  failed  so  greatly  in  point 
of  productiveness,  that  instead  of  the  many  hundred  thousand 
pounds  which  the  public  were  led  to  believe  they  should  receive 
for  what  they  paid  so  dearly  for,  it  had  only  produced  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  onnpensation ;  and  great  part  of  that  was 
extremely  disputable,  whether  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  opera- 
ticHi  <^  that  tax,  or  to  any  other  effect,  which  he  had  taught  the 
puUic  to  entertain  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Pitl  antiBered,  IfutI  Mr.  S\enJa»  had  greaihf  miMconeeived  the  report, 

lad  declared,  that  from  hmi»g  eombaied  a  report  bnmght  ni  by  Mr.  GremeiBe, 

Ktth  MiM  MCMW,  he  letmed  to  be  iff  optatoa,  that  any  report  mfht  be  handled 

with  rqiutl  dexterity ;  bat  he  had  ekomi  tAe  receret  to  be  thefaet.     Mr.  Pitt 
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appt^td  to  the  \ouMr,  toMlier  the  commutatitm  t(ue  had  not  prooed  gUirimufy 
Mceufful.  Am  the  konourahle  gmtiaitan  had  not  offertd  any  objection  to  the 
motion,  but  had  gone  into  a  detail  iff  matter!  totally  fortign  to  it,  it  vol  hmm- 
eeteary  to  detain  the  houee  ailh  a  long  argument  in  reply. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
not  only  misconceived,  but  grossly  mis-stated  his  reasoning  ;  a 
circumstance  which  he  imputed  altogether  to  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  want  of  capacity  on  such  subjects.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman's  boasting  of  the  commutation  tax,  and 
looking  round  him,  and  appealing  to  a  few  of  his  own  friends  for 
support  in  his  assertion,  was  no  proof  <^  the  success  (rfit,  or  the 
feeling  of  the  public  respecting  it.  Let  him  ask  the  country,  let 
him  inquire  without  those  walls,  (where  he  was  sure  of  his  majo- 
rity), let  him  appeal  to  the  people  at  large,  and  ascertain  their 
sense  of  it,  and  he  would  then  learn  that  its  unpopularity  was 
equal  to  its  failure  in  point  of  produce ! 

The  retoMinm  were  agreed  to  tmthont  a  divieion. 


PETITIOK    OF    THlf -EAST-INDIA    COHFAMY. 

lie  report  tff  the  turn  retolutiom  in  the  committee  of  ntpplg,  in  eonte^enee  qf 
the  Eati-India  Company'i  petition,  woe  brought  up  bg  Mr,  Roee ;  and  the  re*a- 
lulione,  after  having  been  read  afirtt  andaecond  time,  vere  agreed  to. 

Mil.  Shebidan  remarked,  that  as  occasions  might  more  than 
once  arise,  for  the  investigation  of  the  subject  of  the  two  resolu- 
tions just  read  and  agreed  to  by  Uie  house,  he  would  not  take  up 
their  time  by  going  into  it  at  that  moment ;  but  the  more  be 
examined  the  matter,  the  more  fully  he  was  convinced  of  the 
fallacy  and  error  of  the  report  upon  which  the  directors  of  the 
East-India  Company  had  presumed  to  apply  to  that  house  for 
the  asustance  which  they  had  desired.  Mr.  Sheridan  stated  some 
of  the  particulars,  in  which  he  differed  altc^ther  from  the  chan~ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  One  of  them  was,  with  regard  to  the 
sam  sent  from  Bengal  to  China,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year, 
which  amounted  to  do  more  than  .^SOOO,  although  he  said,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  conceived  that  it  amounted  to 
if  275,000.  He  said,  that  he  had  a  motion  to  make  for  a  paper, 
to  the  production  of  which  he  conceived  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  could  have  no  sort  of  objection,  as  it  would  give  the 
house  a  degree  of  information  respecting  the  business  which  they 

C,oo«lc 


1786.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.    B.    SHERIDAN.  213 

much  wanted.  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving,  '<  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  house,  extracts  of  all  letters  received  by 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  Kast-India  Company,  since  the  1st 
of  January  last,  relating  to  the  probable  future  amount  of  the 
net  surplus  revenues  of  the  company's  possessions  in  India ;  and 
also  of  all  letters  relating  to  the  amount  of  sums  which  may  pro- 
bably be  remitted,  on  the  company's  account,  from  India  to 
China,  in  the  next  four  years.'" 
Agreed  to. 

June  31. 
fkocexdings  agaim8t  mb.  hastings. 

*  Mr.  HaaliagM  on  the  III  of  May,  havmg  heen  called  to  tKe  bar,  addrtlted 
himteffitt  a  ihort  »pt<ch;  in  whickhe  italed,  that  he  comidertdki*  beingaUmetd 
to  be  heard  in  that  itage  of  the  hvMMM  aa  a  verg  great  inditlgt»et,  /or  which  ho 
btgged  leaee  to  nake  hu  nott  gral^fni  aeknmeledgmenlM  to  the  houte  ;  amd  at  hit 
viiA  tnu  fa  deliver  uhat  he  had  to  sag  in  aiuwer  to  the  eharga  that  had  bttn 
prewented  agaiiut  him  bg  an  honourabh  memicr,  tsith  a  greater  ehare  of  acmmcy 
OBiI  cDrrrcdWJ*  thm  be  could  pretend  to  i%  a  ipeech/rotn  memory,  he  had  a>m~ 
aUlltd  hit  lentimenti  to  m-iting,  and  hoped  to  be  permilttd  to  read  them.  Thit 
rtyaett  being  granted,  Mr,  Hattingt  proceeded  to  read  hit  d^enet,  in  which  he 
mu  attitled  bg  Mr,  Martham  and  the  clerlcM  of  the  houtt.  Tlree  dagi  were  ipent 
M  going  through  the  teveral  parte  of  hU  d^ence,  and  it  woe  afterteard*,  at  the 
regnett  nf  Mr-  Haitiitgt,  ordered  to  he  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  hoiae,  and 
printed  for  the  me  t^  the  membvri.  The  houte  in  a  committee  next  proceeded  in 
lie  MMtMafiim  of  witnena  in  proof  nf  the  charge* ;  onrf  on  the  let  of  Jnne^ 
Mr.  Burke  brought  forward  the  SohiUa  charge,  and  moved  the  following  retoU- 
lion  thereupon,  "  That  the  committee  having  contidered  the  taid  article,  and 
examined  evidence  on  the  tame,  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  groundt  ti^ficient 
to  charge  Warren  Halting*  with  high  crime*  and  mitdemeammri  upon  the  matter 
tf  the  laid  article."  Afttr  much  diicuition.  the  debate  teat  adjourned  at  hi^~ 
paat  three  o'clock,  and  renewed  the  day  folUncing.  At  haff-pait  teven  the  earn. 
mUtee  dioided,  vhen  there  appeared  for  the  motion  67;  againit  it  119- 

On  the  ISIhofJune,  Mr.  Fox  brought  forward  the  charge  reipecting  the  Rajah 
Iff  Benaret,  It  teas  carried  bg  a  majority  of  \l^  (o  79."  "that  there  wai  matter 
^impeachment  agaiiut  fVarren  Haitingt  containedin  the laid charge,"  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheiptur  conmrred  in  thii  vote,  but  upon  very  narrow  gromtdt. 
Be  thought  the  demaadt  made  upon  the  Rajah  went  beyond  the  exigence  of  the 
eaie,  and  that  Mr.  Hatting*  hadpuihed  the  exercite  qf  the  arbitrarg  diicretion 
vUruited  to  him  beyond  the  necetiity  of  the  tervice.  The  conduct  of  the  miniiter 
on  thit  occation,  drew  upon  him  much  calumny  from  thefriendt  of  Mr.  Hailing*. 
1%eg  did  not  heiitale  to  accuse  hin  out  i^f  door*  both  publidg  and  privately  of 
treachery.    They  declared  it  wai  in  the  fuU  confidence  tf  hi*  preteelion  and  tup- 

*  Abetract  of  proceedings,  continued  riom  tbat  auder  the  hctd  of  April  36. 
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fwi  th^  tity  had  urgid  <m  Mr.  Bwki  to  bring  /erward  hU  cioryw,-  Mct  tlM 
tht  gtiiOtman  aeeiutd,  iad  fienjwmuuM  fo  com  to  their  bar  teiih  la,  hailg 
tmdprtmatmnd^eiKt:  and  thtj  did  not  lerupit  to  atlramte  this  eoudmet  in  Ike 
■iiiiMter  to  noHvet  of  the  baiett  jeahutg. 

OntheSiitnf  Am,  Mr.  HamiUim  atmd.  " thai  the  hotue  tkomid  6c  called 
over  on  the  narrow  Jbrtnighi."  Tkit  titp  he  cotuidertd  a*  the  onlg  meaiu  of 
e^oreing  a  fuU  etlendanet,  vith  a  vita  to  go  on  with  the  charge*  againtt  Mr. 
Biutinga,  to  lufoeompUtelyJbueh  them  in  the  court  ifflhitteetian.  Tiemotioa 
wu  tttmdtd  by  Mr.  Dfmpettr. 

Ms.  Shekidak  stated  his  reasons  why  he  should  give  it 
his  negative,  being  persuaded,  notwithstanding  the  honourable 
gentleman's  dauntless  determination  to  bear  all  the  odium  and 
unpopularity  of  it,  that  whoever  did  support  it,  would  find 
some  share  of  the  odium  incurred  bycalUng  goitlemen  back  to 
town,  after  they  had  gone  into  the  country  and  nuide  their 
arrangements  for  the  summer,  fall  upon  them.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  begged  leave  to  justify  his  absent  friend,  which  he  would 
do,  be  said,  by  stating  what  his  meaning  was,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  had  not  pledged  himself  to  second  a  motion  for  a  call, 
unless  it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  the  call  would  be  effectual. 
Mr.  Sheridan  here  repeated  that  part  of  the  argument  of  Mr, 
Fox  on  Friday,  in  which  that  gentleman  had  declared,  that  it 
would  be  a  most  desirable  thing  to  go  through  the  whole  of  the 
charges  that  session,  if  it  were  practicable  to  obtain  such  an 
attendance  as  ought  to  be  present  in  the  discussion  of  matters  of 
such  infinite  importance ;  and  if  that  could  be  made  to  appear 
to  be  likely,  he  should  then  have  no  objectJoiLto  support  a  call 
of  the  bouse,  or  to  any  other  means  of  enforcing  it.  He 
appealed  to  the  house,  whether  this  was  a  pledge  to  support 
a  motion  for  a  call,'  before  it  was  made  to  appear  probable  that 
a  call  would  he  effectually  obeyed  P  A  word  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  which  required  some  notice.  Perhaps 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  used  it  accidentally,  and  without 
meaning  to  convey  any  improper  insinuatioD  by  it.  If  be  had, 
he  would  be  so  good  as  to  say  as  mucb.  But  if  he  really  meant 
it  in  its  ordinary  sense,  he  believed  the  house  would  agree  with 
him,  that  pending  an  inquiry  before  parliament  into  the  public 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  it  was  not  very  decent  language,  nor 
language  that  would  be  endured  within  those  walls,  especially 
after  the  vote  the  house  had  so  recratly  come  to  upon  the 
subject.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  be  stood  up  in 
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behalf  of  a  persecuted  and  acciteed  man.  That  Mr.  HastiugB 
was  an  accused  man,  was  true,  but  in  what  was  he  a  persecuted 
man?  He  would  not  endeavour  to  argue  that  he  was  not 
persecuted,  because  if  tfae  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  the 
vote  on  the  charge  relative  to  Benares,  he  sat  near  several  of 
Hr.  Hasting^  persecutors,  who  could  louch  better  justify  their 
vote,  than  it  would  become  him  to  attempt  to  do  for  them. 
Neither  the  cause  of  substantial  justice,  the  reasonable  claims 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  nor  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  house, 
would  be  betto-  served  and  satisfied,  by  going  on  with  the 
diarges  without  interruption,  than  by  postponing  the  remainder 
of  them  till  the  next  session.  On  the  contrary,  he  contended 
that  they  would  all  of  tbem  be  far  less  satisfied.  He  observed 
in  the  finrt  places  that  it  was  necessary  not  only  to  have  a  full 
attendance,  but  also  that  gentlemen  should  att«id  with  that  sort 
(^  temper  which  would  qualify  them  for  seriously  discussing  and 
sdemoly  ddiberating  on  the  important  facts  submitted  to  their 
connderation-  Did  the  house  imagine  either  whether  the  call 
was  enforced  or  not,  that  gentlemen  would  alter  that  day  attend 
in  numbers  or  with  a  determination  to  apply  their  minds  closely 
to  the  subject?  On  the  contrary,  was  it  likely,  if  they  pro- 
ceeded any  farther,  that  they  should  divide  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  on  any  one  of  the 
remaining  charges?  He  asked  whether  any  gentleman  present 
would  say,  that  it  would  be  right  and  decent  to  go  on  in  that 
manner,  with  not  a  third  part  of  the  house  present  P  Would  it 
not  expose  them  to  the  advantage  taken  already  more  than  once 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  of^site  to  him  (Major  Scott)  in 
respect  to  the  admirable  code  of  principles  for  the  government 
c^  India,  laid  down  in  the  resolutions  moved  by  the  right 
honour^le  and  learned  gentleman,  so  greatly  to  his  own  honour, 
in  l.'JQSf  What  had  been  the  honourable  gentleman''s  (Major 
Scott's)  argument  in  respect  to  those  resolutions,  but  a  repeated 
declaration  that  they  had  been  moved  and  voted  in  a  thin  house  ? 
If  they  proceeded,  therefore,  with  the  rest  of  the  charges,  and 
more  of  them  should  be  voted,  they  would  next  session,  in  all 
probability,  hear  that  they  had  been  voted  in  a  thin  house.  The 
honourable  gentleman  on  Friday  last,  had  taken  a  new  ground 
of  argument  to  urge  the  house  to  proceed  with  the  remainder  of 
the  charges.     He  hod  poratively  declared  his  belief,  that  the 
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fate  of  ludia  depended  on  finishing  tbem  this  year,  and  that  de- 
claration he  had  rested  entirely  on  dark  hints  and  suggestions, 
as  if  recent  advices  bad  been  received  from  India,  which  justified 
such  an  opinion.  Perhaps,  'as  that  honourable  gentleman  was 
more  in  the  way  of  knowing  the  secrets  of  India  than  he  was,  lie 
knew  of  some  news  that  had  arrived  which  justified  bim  in  bis 
assertion.  If  bo,  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  state  it  to  the 
house;  but,  till  he  made  out  a  case,  and  it  behoved  him  to 
make  out  a  strong  one,  to  prove  the  fact,  that  the  fate  of  India 
did  depend  on  finishing  the  charges  that  session,  all  insinuation 
of  that  kind  must  go  for  nothing.  For  his  part,  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  he  bad  made  every  possible  enquiry  in  order  to  leora 
whether  any  extraordinary  news  had  recently  arrived  from 
India ;  and  be  could  hear  of  nothing  extraordinary,  but  <^  the 
receipt  of  an  extraordinary  large  diamond,  said  to  have  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty  at  an  extra- 
ordinary and  critical  period  of  time.  It  was  also  a  little  extra- 
ordinary, that  Mr.  Hastings  should  be  chosen  as  the  person  to 
present  this  diamond,  after  the  resolutions  of  1782  had  reached 
India;  especially  if,  as  had  been  predicted,  they  bad  been 
translated  into  Persic  and  all  the  languages  of  the  East. 
— With  regard  to  any  expectation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
or  any  claim  that  he  could  be  supposed  to  have  upon  the 
house,  be  could  have  none  but  that  the  house  would  continue, 
as  they  had  begun,  solemnly  and  seriously  to  investigate  his 
conduct ;  and  after  having  iu  due  time  gone  through  the 
charges,  come  to  some  ultimate  decision  upon  the  whole. 
Early  in  the  commencement  of  the  session,  the  right  honour- 
able Mr.  CbancellcH'  Pitt  had  himself  declared,  and  he  doubted 
not  he  would  recollect  it,  "  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  mis- 
becoming in  the  house  either  to  continue  hearing  the  charges 
when  a  full  attendance  could  not  be  obtained,  or  to  leave  off 
without  first  moving  a  bill  to  hang  up  the  enquiry,  as  it  were, 
till  the  next  session, — then  to  be  resumed  and  pursued  to  its 
conclusion."  At  the  time  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
stating  that  idea,  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him 
(Major  Scott)  had  not  offered  a  word  of  objection ;  much  less 
had  he  said,  that  the  fate  of  India  depended  on  their  being 
gone  through  this  session  ;  or  that  it  would  be  injustice  if  they 
were  not.     In  point  of  character,  Mr.  Hastings,  he  must  oon- 
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lend,  had  do  sort  of  right  to  complain  that  he  had  been  injured 
by  the  proceedings  hitherto;  because  no  person  could  assert 
that  tbcy  were  the  first  arraignments  of  the  character  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  the  house  of  commontt.  That  gentleman's  character 
and  conduct  as  governor-general  of  India  had  been  before 
arraigned  in  that  house.  It  stood  arraigned  upon  the  journals, 
in  the  resolutions  moved  by  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  in  1782 ;  wherein  every  misdemeanor  contained  in  the 
charges  was  generally  imputed  to  that  gentleman,  in  the  most 
strong  and  pointed  terms.  With  regard  to  the  character  and 
dignity  of  that  house,  the  best  way  to  support  both,  was  to  act 
ev«ily  and  con^stently.  They  had  hitherto  proceeded  deliber- 
ately, and  in  full  houses,  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  charges ; 
and  had  made  a  much  farther  progress  than  many  gentlemen 
'  had,  at  the  beginning,  imagined  it  possible  for  them  to  do.  No 
delay  but  what  was  unavoidable  could  be  imputed  to  the  house ; 
nor  could  any  be  imputed  to  his  right  honourable  friend  near 
him  (Mr.  Burke ;)  since  the  house  could  not  but  have  observed, 
that  when  the  witnesses  were  under  examination,  his  right 
honourable  friend  curtailed  it  as  much  as  possible,  and  omitted 
many  questions  that  he  intended  to  have  asked,  merely  to  avoid 
every  appearance  of  a  wish  to  procrastinate.  Every  possible 
dispatch  had  been  used ; — they  bad  proceeded  a  considerable 
way ;— and  it  had  been  originally  understood,  that  when  they 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  full  attendances,  the  business  was 
to  be  hung  up  till  the  next  session.  In  the  course  of  his  speech, 
he  put  it  to  Major  Scott,  whether,  if  all  the  rest  of  his  charges 
were  voted  and  Mr.  Hastings  impeached,  he  was  not  of  opinion 
that  India  would  be  lost  ?  (The  Major  shook  his  head.)  If 
he  did  not  think  so,  he  hoped  he  should  hear  no  more  of  the 
bad  consequences  which  would  follow  in  India,  if  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  any  other  charges  the  house  was  urged  to  vote  them. 
Oh  a  ifitntioa  Ihe  miMberi  leere,  ayeafor  the  coll  30  ;  not*  99- 


Jdnb  26. 

EAST    INDIA    BILL. 

7^  report  ijf  the  commillfe  on  lit  Earl  India  Bill  haoinf  been  brmtghi  up, 

ike  amendmeniM  itere  read  ajtrit  time;  and  on  tie  quetlio* Ihat  tke»t  onumdMenl* 

be  agreed  to, 

Mb.  Shekidan  observed,  that  after  the  confident  manner  in 
which  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  him 
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had  declared  he  would  aatiafy  the  house,  that  the  objectioDs 
taken  to  the  bill  were  ill-founded,  and  the  doubts  entertained  of 
the  truth  and  correctness  of  the  report  of  the  East  India  Di- 
rectors, of  the  state  of  their  affairs,  groundless ;  he  did  not 
expect  that  he  learned  end  ri^t  honourable  gentlemui  would 
have  waited  for  his  rising,  instead  of  rising  himself,  and  giving 
the  house  the  necessary  information ;  without  obliging  him  to 
restate  those  objections,  sod  re-assert  those  doubts  he  had  ex- 
prewed  on  a  former  day.  Having  made  this  exordium,  Mr. 
Sheridan  proceeded  to  argue  upon  the  report,  and  upon  the 
papers,  for  which  he  had  moved,  and  which  had  been  printed. 
The  more  he  examined  the  subject,  ihe  more  reasiHi  he  had  to 
complain  of  its  having  been  delayed  to  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session ; — a  delay  which  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  was  con- 
trived on  purpose  to  prevent  discussion,  and  elude  the  detection  ' 
of  those  fallacies  on  which  the  bill  was  grounded.  In  order  to 
show  that  the  delay  had  been  altogether  unnecessary,  he  read 
extracts  from  the  accounts  in  his  hands,  particularly  from  the 
Bengal  letter  to  the  directors ;  whence  it  appeared  that  no 
additional  information  on  the  leading  and  essential  points  had 
been  received  from  Bengal  since  the  first  of  January ;  and  con- 
sequently that  most  of  the  statements  in  the  directors'  report, 
tliough  roundly  given,  were  mere  assumptions  and  speculations, 
founded  on  no  authentic  accounts  whatsoever.  He  next  entered 
into  an  investigation  of  the  two  great  questions  in  dispute  be- 
tween hijn  and  Mr.  JDundas,  viz.  the  quantity  or  amount  of  the 
remittance  to  China,  furnished  from  Bengal,  and  the  amount  of 
the  surplus  revenues  of  Bengal.  He  referred  to  an  infinite 
variety  of  statements  in  different  accounts  before  the  house  as 
evidence,  that  although  it  had  in  former  bebate  been  contended 
that  India  furnished  a  remittance  to  China  to  the  amount  of 
£2rj&,000  that  not  more  than  .f  6000,  or  £7000  appeared  to 
have  been  furnished.  Having  discussed  this  head  of  his  argu- 
ment much  at  large,  he  took  up  the  other ;  and  endeavoured 
to  prove  that  .£1,400,000  was  the  full  amount  of  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue  which  could  be  expected  from  Bengal  to  go  towards 
the  investment,  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  other  presidencies. 
He  quoted  a  phamphlet,  which  he  stated  to  be  of  authority,  as 
it  came  from  he  pen  of  a  person  rather  a  favourite  authority 
with  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  him  ; 
and  upcm  whose  argument  he  was  himself  inclined  to  rely  in  tbe 
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particulars  to  which  it  referred,  although  he  did  not  agree  with 
him  in  many  others,  not  then  under  consideration.  The  pam- 
phlet in  question  was  written  by  Mr.  HaatingB,  and  suppressed 
by  him  upon  better  recollection.  The  extract  stated,  that  the 
drains  of  Bengal  ought  always  to  be  allowed  for,  and  that  the 
utmost  surplus  revenue  that  could  he  expected  from  B«igal  was 
a  crore  of  rupees,  or  one  miUion  of  money.  Mr.  Sheridan  dwelt 
for  a  considerable  time  cmi  this  point ;  and  opposed  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Hastings  respecting  it  to  the  arguments  used  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Dundas  upon  the  subject  in  former  debates.  He  also 
said,  that  he  expected  to  hear  no  more  from  the  former  of  these 
gentlemen  respecting  the  two  hundred  and  serenty^five  thousand 
pounds  sent  from  India  to  China,  unless  he  meant  positively  to 
contradict  the  papers  which  had  been  printed,  and  which  had 
been  presented  from  the  India  House,  in  conformity  to  his 
motion.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Sheridan  argued  upwi 
the  immense  quantity  of  bills  drawn  from  India  upon  the  com- 
pany at  home ;  declaring,  tbat  in  ten  years  time  bills  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  millions  would  be  due.  He  asked  whether  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  perraitting  bills  to  so  large  an  amount, 
and  which  were  to  be  outstanding  till  so  distant  a  period,  did 
not  pledge  that  house  to  renew  the  company's  charter,  when  it 
should  next  expire  P  He  reasoned  upon  the  probable  effect  of 
such  a  load  of  debt ;  and  contended  that  it  must  prove  ruinous 
to  the  company.  After  a  great  deal  of  calculation,  reasoning, 
and  remarks,  on  the  two  principal  heads  above  stated,  Mr. 
Sheridan  took  notice  of  the  declaration  made  by  Mr.  Dundas  in 
a  late  debate,  that  the  public  were  not  pledged  as  a  security  for 
the  money  borrowed  by  the  East-India  Company ;  and  said, 
that  if  the  fact  were  so,  it  could  not  be  too  well  understood.  He 
should  therefore  move  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  expressly  de- 
claring, that  neither  the  present  bill,  nor  any  preceeding  bill, 
relative  to  the  company,  which  had  passed  the  house,  pledged 
the  public  in  any  way  whatsoever.  Before  he  concluded,  he 
said,  he  felt  himself  authorised  by  the  papers  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  to  declare,  that  the  report  of  the  directors  of  the  state  of 
the  company''B  affairs,  was  equally  fallacious  with  the  state  of 
their  afiVdrs  presented  to  that  house  in  17B4,  the  errors  of  which 
the  directors  themselves  had  now  confessed.  Thus,  in  fact,  so 
far  from  the  company's  affairs  in  India  wearing  a  promising 
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aspect,  they  wore  a  most  alarming  one.  They  appeared  to  be 
rapidly  verging  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy ;  and  were  already  so 
deeply  involved,  that  the  relief  now  proposed  was  merely  tam- 
pering with  their  disorder,  and  by  no  means  an  adequate  and 
effectual  cure.  Mr.  Sheridan  now  moved  his  clause. 
Mr.  Dnndai  replitd  at  great  Itnglh  (o  fht»e  argmnent*. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by  stating,  that  from  the  vigour  and 
length  of  the  defence,  he  drew  the  inference  that  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was  convinced  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  side  of  the  argument  which  he  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  ;  and  the  more  particularly  was  induced 
to  draw  this  inference,  from  the  frequent  aids  which  he  saw  ad- 
ministered, while  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
was  upon  his  lega.  He  had  received  a  faint  from  one  friend  in  a 
whisper,  and  a  viva  voce  instruction  from  a  second,  and  he  had 
been  furnished  with  a  written  calculation  and  argument  from  a 
third  ;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  principal  of  bis  friends  were 
conscious  he  had  a  difficult  task  to  sustain.  Mr.  Sheridan  con- 
cluded with  observing  that  as  not  one  word  had  fallen  from  the 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  against  the  clause  he 
had  moved,  he  trusted  it  would  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  a 
majority. 

Uk  quftliot  wiu  put  on  Mr.  Shrridan't  chuue,  and  lugalivtd  mthoiU  a  dm- 


Januarv  24,  1787. 
pboceeoinrs  against  mr.  hastings. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  his  Majfity  having  opened  the  fourth  mrioM  <(f  the 
pmenl  parliament,  no  lime  tcoj  hit  in  bringing  /oncard  with  all  poitible  expe- 
dition the  proeeedinge  agaimt  Mr.  Haetinga.  Mr.  Burte  on  thai  dof  govt  noliet 
he  thonUrtitrui  the  proefedingi  on  the  iat  dag  qf  Februarg  faUoaing ;  and  <m  Ike 
Mill  of  January,  Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  notion  oa  the  u^eet. 

Mr,  Sheridan  having  prefaced  his  observations,  by  inti- 
mating to  the  house  that  he  had  heard,  that  on  the  preceeding 
Tuesday,  when  the  necessity  of  attending  to  some  business  in 
the  country  had  obliged  him  to  delay  his  appearance  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  parliamentary  duty  ;  notice  had  been  given  by  a 
right  honourable  friend,  that  the  charge  relative  to  the  Princesses 
of  Oude  would  be  brought  forward  on  the  ensuing  Thursday  ; 
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remarked,  that  he  rose  to  say,  that  having  himself  conceived 
Moaday  se'anight  was  the  intended  day,  and  having  informed 
several  members  who  were  yet  in  the  country,  that  the  buBinesd 
would  not  be  brought  on  before  Monday  sennight,  he  desired 
not  to  change  the  day,  but  to  let  the  house  understand,  that  on 
Tuesday  next  he  wished  to  call  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  bar,  to 
explain  a  few  points  in  his  evidence,  respecting  which,  as  they 
Blood  at  present,  great  doubts  might  arise ; — and  which  doubts 
nothing  but  a  few  questions  put  to  Mr.  Middleton  could  clear 
up.  His  right  honourable  friend  did  not  mean  himself  to  inter- 
rogate Mr.  Middleton,  but  the  whole  would  rest  on  the  few 
questions  which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  thought  it  absolutely  neces* 
sary  to  put  to  Mr.  Middleton,  which  would  not  detain  that 
gentleman  at  the  bar  above  half  an  hour;  and  he  should,  on 
Monday  se'noight,  be  prepared  to  bring  forward  the  business  of 
the  charge;  but  that  no  time  woidd  actually  be  lost  by  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  as  his  right  honourable  friend  would  be 
ready  to  come  forward  with  another  charge  on  Thursday  in  the 
same  week.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  if  there  was  any  serious 
objection  to  calling  Mr.  Middleton  again  to  the  bar,  he  would 
wave  his  motion  for  bis  attendance  on  Thursday ;  but  as  the 
questions  which  he  wished  to  put  to  that  gentleman  were  really 
important,  and  would  take  up  but  very  little  lime,  he  hoped 
there  would  not  be  any  obstacle.  Under  this  idea,  he  should 
therefore  beg  leave  to  move,  *'  That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esq, 
do  attend  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  India  affairs  on 
Thursday  next," 

7^  fHMfioa  mu  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

lite  Itt  and  27id  t^f  Feftnury  tow*  ipaU  in  examining  Mr.  Mtddklon  and  Sir 
Elijah  Impeg.  Mr,  Pitt  hming  exprr*nd  hii  epprehtnninu  that  il  aovU  be  im- 
poMsMefor  Ike  toidnte  to  ht  printtdioimaioughjor  theeopia  tc be  dittributrd 
on  Mondof./or  the  wttpibtr$  lo  haor  them,  to  at  to  enahU  them  to  become  matteri 
of  Ut  lendencji,  and  applf  il  to  the  ctiarge,  if  the  charge  mu  that  dag  debated ; 
Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  to  pottpont  bringing  forteard  the  charge  againtt  the  Begtan* 
liU  Wednetdag. 


FBBHDAUy    7. 

PK0CE2DIMCS    AGAINST    MR.    HASTINGS. 

The  honte  haoing  reioked  ititif  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  home,  Mr.  St. 

John  in  the  ehair,  on  the  fourth  charge  againet  Mr.  Haelingi,  vit.  the  retamptivn 

ef  the  JagMret,  and  the  eo^jticalion  of  the  treatartt  of  the  prinettttt  q^  Onde. 


.  Coot^lc 
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Tie  m^tet  nf  tkit  cAorje  mupartiealarUi  fitted  far  dupUtging  aU  thtpathetk 
poteen  qf  tlojaenn ;  md  never  vert  IKty  ditplaged  teilA  greyer  ikitt,  forte,  mi 
tlegance.  Far  five  houre  and  a  hi^f  Mr.  Sheridan  eowimaiided  tie  vminerml 
aHenlion  and  admiration  of  the  houet  Cwhich  from  the  expeeiation  of  the  dag  mu 
Hneommanly  eroadedJ,  by  an  oration  nf  elMott  ttteiampled  txceUence ;  muting 
the  moti  eonniHcing  cloeeneu  and  aeaavcf  <ffargwnenl,  ui'M  the  niM  ImnMOM 
prcnnon  and  perepicuitf  of  Umgnage;  and  altentattlif  giving  faree  and  emsrgj 
to  iruih,  by  loiid  sad  tiAetantial  reaioning ;  and  enlightening  the  molt  eilentkie 
and  iwBoloed  lubjecU  with  the  purat  clearneu  qf  logic,  and  the  brighteet  epleit' 
danr  qf  rhetoric.  Every  pr^adiee,  every  prepoteeitien  teere  gradually  overcome 
bg  the  force  of  tkig  extraordinary  combination  tf  keen,  but  Jiierol,  dieerimma- 
lion;  of  brilliant,  yet  argumentative  itil.  So  faednated  mere  the  anJitore  h/ hie 
eloqnenee,  thai  tohm  Mr.  Sheridan  eat  down,  the  whole  home,  the  member*,  peer*, 
and  etrangere,  immluntarilg  joined  m  a  tumult  of  apptauee,  oad  adapted  a  mode 
of  ezpretmg  their  approbation,  nem  and  irregular  in  the  honte,  by  loudly  and 
repeatedly  clapping  with  their  hande,  Burke  declared  it  to  be  the  moil  aitomA- 
ing  ^orf  qf  eloquence,  argument,  andjoit,  united,  nf  which  there  woe  any  record 
or  tradition.  Mr,  Fox  eaid,  "  all  that  he  had  ever  heard — aU  that  Ac  had  ever 
read  when  compared  with  it,  dwindled  into  nothing,  and  vaniehed  Uke  vapour  be- 
fore the  MK."  Mr.  Filt  acknowledged,  that  it  lurpaaed  all  the  cIofnenM  ofem- 
dentor  modem  timee,  andpoiteittd  ittMrjr  thing  that  geniat  or  art  oouldfumUk, 
to  agitate  and  eontroul  the  human  mind.  7%e  ^fftcti  it  prothieed  were  propor- 
tioned to  iti  meriti.  After  a  coneiderable  luepeniion  qf  the  debate,  one  qf  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Uaeiiagi  (Mr,  Burgem)  with  tome  difficulty  obtained,  for  a  ihort 
time,  a  hearing ;  but  finding  the  houit  too  itrongly  effected  by  what  they  had 
heard  to  liilen  to  him  with  favour,  lat  down  again.  Several  memben  cammed 
they  had  come  down  Itrongly  prepoueued  in  favour  qf  the  penon  accuied,  and 
imi^ined  nothing  leii  than  a  miracle  eouid  have  wrought  wo  tnlirt  a  revolutiou  te 
their  lentimenti.  Other*  declared,  that  though  they  could  not  retiit  the  eeimetion 
tKatfiaehed  itpait  their  mindi,  yet  they  withed  to  have  leace  to  cool  b^ore  they 
were  called  upon  to  vole ;  and  though  they  were  perivaded  it  would  require  another 
miracle  to  produce  another  change  in  their  opinion*,  yet,  for  the  take  qf  decorum, 
they  Ihoiqht  it  proper  thai  the  d^ate  ihould  be  adjourned.  Mr.  Fht  and  Mr, 
A.  Taylor  elrongly  oppoeed  thi*  propotilion ;  contending,  that  it  wai  not  leti 
ointrd  than  unparliamentary  to  defer  coming  to  a  vote  for  no  other  rtaton  Iktl 
had  been  alleged  than  beeauie  the  t^emberi  were  too  JSrmly  convinced ;  but  Mr- 
Pitt  concurring  with  the  opMiMU  qf  the  former,  the  debate  wai  amounted  a  Uttlt 
<tfter  one  o'clock. 


Mr.  Shxsid&h  commenced  by  observiDg  thst  it  had  been  im> 
possible  to  have  received,  vithout  a  violation  of  the  established 
rules  of  parliament,  the  paper*  which  the  honourable  member, 
Mr.  Dempster,  had  just  now  read,  he  should  willingly  have  re- 

*  A  paper  from  Sir  Elijah  Inpey,  UMndiag;  his  cridsnce. 
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ceded  firom  an;  formB  of  the  bouse,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
new  lights  and  farther  illuBtratious  on  the  importatit  subject  th«i 
before  tbeoii  not,  indeed,  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  he  found 
himself  so  ill  prepared,  as  merely,  for  this  reason,  to  be  prevented 
from  proceeding  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty  ;  neither,  to  speak 
freely,  was  he  inclined  to  consider  any  explanatory  editions  to 
the  evidence  of  Sir  Klijah  Impey  so  much  framed  to  elucidate, 
as  to  perplex  and  contradict.  Needless  to  his  present  purpose 
was  it  for  him  to  require  Sir  Elijah,  legally,  to  recognize  what 
had  been  read  in  hia  name,  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  In 
fact,  neither  the  informality  of  any  subsisting  evidence,  nor  the 
adducement  of  any  new  explanations  from  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
could  make  the  slightest  impression  upon  the  vast  and  strong 
body  of  proof  which  he  should  now  bring  forward  against 
Warrai  Hastings.  Yet,  if  any  motive  could  have  so  far  ope- 
rated upon  him,  as  to  make  him  industriously  seek  for  renewed 
opportunities  of  questioning  Sir  Elijah,  it  would  result  from  his 
fresh  and  indignant  recollection  of  the  low  and  artful  stratagem 
of  delivering  to  the  members,  and  others,  in  this  last  period  of 
parliamentary  inquiry,  printed  handbills  of  defence,  the  con< 
tents  of  which  bespoke  a  presumptuous  and  empty  boast  of 
completely  refuting  all  which,  at  any  time  had,  or  even  could, 
-be  advanced  against  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  subject  of  the  fourth 
article  in  the  general  charge  of  a  right  honourable  member  (Mr. 
Burke).  But  even  this  was  far  beneath  his  notice.  The  recti- 
tude and  strength  of  his  cause  were  not  to  be  prejudiced  by 
such  pitiful  expedients ;  and  be  should  not  waste  a  moment  in 
counteracting  measures,  which,  though  insidious,  were  propor- 
tionately frivolous  and  unavailing.  Nor  would  he  take  up  the 
time  of  the  committee  with  any  general  arguments  to  prove 
that  the  subject  of  the  charge  which  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  bring 
forward,  was  of  great  moment  and  magnitude.  The  attention 
which  parliament  had  paid  to  the  affairs  of  India,  for  many  ses- 
sions past,  the  voluminous  productions  of  their  committees  on 
that  subject,  the  various  proceedings  in  that  house  respecting  it, 
their  own  strong  and  pointed  resolutitxis,  the  repeated  recom- 
mendation of  his  Majesty,  and  their  reiterated  assurances  of 
paying  due  regard  to  these  recommendations,  as  well  as  various 
acts  of  tbe  l^slature,  were  all  of  them  undeniable  proofs  of  the 
moment  and  magnitude  of  the  consideration;  and  incontrov»- 
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tibly  established  this  plain  broad  fact,  that  parliameDt  directly 
ockoowledged  that  the  British  aame  and  character  had  been  dis- 
honoured, and  rendered  detested  throughout  India,  by  the  mal- 
versation and  crimes  of  the  principal  servant  of  the  East  India 
Company.  That  fact  having  been  established  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, by  themselves,  and  by  their  own  acts,  there  needed  no  ar- 
gument on  his  part,  to  induce  the  committee  to  see  the  importance 
of  the  subject  about  to  be  discussed  that  day,  in  a  more  striking 
point  of  view  than  they  themselves  had  held  it  up  to  public  ob- 
servation. There  were,  he  knew,  persons  without  doors  who  af- 
fected to  ridicule  the  idea  of  prosecuting  Mr.  Hastings ;  and 
who  not  inconsistently  redoubled  their  exertions,  in  proportion 
as  the  prosecution  became  more  serious,  to  increase  their  sar- 
casms upon  the  subject,  by  asserting  that  parliament  might  be 
more  usefully  employed  ;  that  there  were  matters  of  more  im- 
mediate moment  to  engage  their  attention  ;  that  a  commercial 
treaty  with  France  had  just  been  concluded  ;  that  it  was  an  ob- 
ject of  a  vast  and  comprehensive  nature,  and  in  iteelf  sufficient 
to  engross  their  attention.  To  all  this  he  would  oppose  these 
questions.  Was  parliament  mis-spending  its  time,  by  inquiring 
into  the  oppressions  practised  on  miUions  of  unfortunate  persons 
in  India,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  the  daring  delinquent,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  acts  of  enormous  tyranny 
and  rapacious  peculation,  to  exempWy  and  condign  punish- 
ment ?  Was  it  a  misuse  of  their  functions  to  be  diligent  in  at- 
tempting, by  the  most  effectual  means,  to  wipe  off  the  digrace 
affixed  to  the  British  name  in  India,  and  to  rescue  the  national 
character  from  lasting  infamy  ?  Surely  no  mui  who  felt  for 
either  the  one  or  the  other  would  think  a  business  of  greater 
moment,  or  magnitude,  could  occupy  his  attention ;  or  that  the 
house  could,  with  too  much  steadiness,  too  ardent  a  zeal,  ot  too 
industrious  a  perreveraiice,  pursue  its  object.  Their  conduct  in 
this  respect,  during  the  course  of  the  ptvcediog  year,  had  done 
them  immortal  honour,  and  proved  to  all  the  world,  that  bow. 
ever  degenerate  an  example  of  Englishman  some  of  the  British 
subjects  had  exhibited  in  India,  the  people  of  England  col- 
lectively, speaking  and  acting  by  their  representatives,  fdt,  as 
men  should  feel  on  such  an  occasion,  that  they  were  anxious  to 
do  justice,  by  redressing  injuries,  and  punishing  offenders,  how- 
ever high  their  rank,  however  elevated  their  station. 

;i,Googlc 


1787-]  MGHT   HON.    R.    B.  SHERIDAN.  225 

Their  indefatigable  exertions  in  coimnittees  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning  the  affairs  of  India ;  their  numerous,  elaborate, 
and  clear  reports ;  their  long  and  interesting  debates ;  their  so- 
lemn addresses  to  the  throne ;  their  rigorous  legislative  acts ; 
their  marked  detestation  of  that  novel  and  base  sophism  in  the 
principles  of  judicial  inquiry  (constantly  the  language  of  the 
governor-general's  aerviie  dependents ! ),  that  crimes  might  be 
compounded ;  that  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  to  be  balanced 
by  his  successes;  that  fortunate  events  were  a  fuU  and  complete 
set-off  against  a  system  of  oppression,  corruption,  breach  of  faith, 
peculation,  and  treachery ;  and,  finally,  their  solemn  and  awful 
judgment  that,  in  the  case  of  Benares,  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct 
was  a  proper  object  of  parliamentary  impeachment ;  had  covered 
them  with  applause,  and  brought  them  forward  in  the  face  of  all 
the  world  as  the  objects  of  perpetual  admiration.  Not  less  un- 
questionably just,  than  highly  virtuous,  was  the  assertion  of  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  that  there  were  actx  which  no  politi- 
cal necessity  could  warrant ;  and  that  amidst  flagrancies  of  such 
an  inexpiable  description,  was  the  treatment  of  Ckeit  Sing.  To 
use  the  well-founded  and  emphatic  language  of  a  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  the  committee  had  discovered  in  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Hastings,  proceedings  of  strong  injus- 
tice, of  grinding  oppression,  and  unprovoked  severity.  In  diis 
decision  the  committee  had,  also,  vindicated  the  character  of 
bis  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Burke)  from  the  slanderous 
tongue  of  ignorance  and  perversion.  They  had,  by  their  vote 
on  that  question,  declared,  that  the  man  who  brought  the 
charges  was  no  false  accuser  ;  that  he  was  not  moved  by  envy, 
by  malice,  nor  by  any  unworthy  motives  to  blacken  a  spotless 
name  ;  but  that  he  was  the  indefatigable,  persevering,  and,  at 
length,  successful  champion  of  oppressed  multitudes  against 
their  tyrannical  oppressor.  With  sound  justice,  with  manly  firm- 
ness, with  unshaken  integrity,  had  his  right  honourable  friend, 
upon  all  occasions,  resisted  the  timid  policy  of  mere  remedial 
acts;  even  the  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Hastings's  successor — even! 
the  admitted  worth  of  Lord  Comwallis's  character  had  been 
deemed  by  his  right  honourable  friend  an  inadequate  atonement 
to  India  for  the  injuries  so  heavily  inflicted  on  that  devoted 
country.  Animated  with  the  same  zeal,  the  committee  had,  by 
that  memorable  vote,  given  a  solemn  pledge  of  their  farther  in* 
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tentioDs.  Thej  had  audibly  said  to  India — you  shall  no  longer 
be  seduced  into  temporary  acquiescence,  by  sending  out  a  titled 
governor,  or  a  set  of  vapouring  resolutions.  It  is  not  with 
■tars  and  ribands  and  all  the  badges  of  r^al  favour  that  we 
atone  to  you  for  past  delinquencies.  No— you  shall  have 
the  solid  consolation  of  seeing  an  end  to  your  grievances,  by 
an  example  of  punishment  for  those  that  have  already  taken 
place.  The  house  has  set  up  a  beacon,  which,  whilst  it  served 
to  guide  their  own  way,  would  also  make  their  motions  more 
conspicuous  to  the  world  which  surrounded  and  beheld  them. 
He  hod  no  doubt  but  in  their  manly  determination  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  the  business,  with  the  same  steadiness  which  gave 
such  sterling  brilliancy  of  character  to  their  outset,  they  might 
challenge  the  world  to  observe  and  judge  of  them  by  the  result. 
Impossible  was  it  for  such  men  to  become  improperly  influenced 
by  a  paper,  bearing  the  signature  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  put 
not  many  minutes  before  into  their  hand,  as  well  as  his  own,  on 
their  entrance  into  the  house.  The  insidious  paper  he  felt  him- 
self at  liberty  to  consider  as  a  second  defence,  and  a  second  an- 
swer to  the  charge  he  was  about  to  bring  forward  ;  a  charge  re- 
plete with  proof  of  criminality  of  the  blackest  dye, — of  tyranny  . 
the  most  vile  and  premeditated, — of  corruption  the  most  open 
and  shameless, — of  oppressicHi  the  most  severe  and  grinding, — 
of  cruelty  the  most  hard  and  unparalleled.  But  he  was  far 
from  meaning  to  rest  the  charge  on  assertion,  or  on  any  warm 
expressbns  which  the  impulse  of  wounded  feelings  might  pro- 
duce. He  would  establish  every  part  of  the  charge,  by  the 
most  unanswerable  proof,  and  the  most  unquestionable  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  witness  whom  he  would  bring  forth  to  support 
every  fact  which  he  would  state,  should  be,  for  the  most  part, 
one  whom  no  man  would  venture  to  contradict — Warren  Hast- 
ings himself.  Yet,  this  character  bad  friends,  nor  were  they 
blameable.  They  might  believe  him  guiltless,  because  he  as- 
serted his  integrity.  Even  the  partial  warmth  of  friendship, 
and  the  emotions  of  a  good,  admiring,  and  unsuspecting  heart, 
might  not  only  carry  them  to  such  lengths,  but  incite  them  to 
rise  with  an  intrepid  confidence  in  his  vindication.  Again  (Mr. 
Sheridan  added)  would  he  repeat  that  the  vote  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, wherein  the  conduct  of  this  pillar  of  India,  this  comer- 
itone  of  our  strength  in  the  East,  this  talisman  of  the  British 
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territories  in  Asia,  was  censured,  did  the  greatest  honour  to  thii 
house,  as  it  must  be  the  forerunner  of  speedy  justice  on  that 
character,  which  was  said  to  be  above  censure,  and  whose  con- 
duct we  were  given  to  understand  was  not  within  the  reach  even 
of  suspicion  ;  but  whose  deeds  were  indeed  such  as  no  difficul- 
ties, no  necessity  could  justify ;  for  where  is  the  situation,  how. 
ever  elevated,  and  in  that  elevation  however  embarrassed,  that 
can  authorize  the  wilful  comoiission  of  oppression  and  ropacity  ? 
If,  at  any  period,  a  point  arose  on  which  inquiry  had  been  full, 
deliberate,  and  dispassionate,  it  was  the  present.  There  were 
questions  on  which  party  conviction  was  supposed  to  be  a  matter 
of  easy  acquisition ;  and  if  this  inquiry  was  to  be  considered 
merely  as  a  matter  of  party,  he  should  regard  it  as  very  trifling 
indeed ;  but  he  professed  to  God,  that  he  felt  in  his  own  bosom 
the  strongest  personal  couviction ;  and  be  was  sensible  that 
many  other  gentlemen  did  the  same.  It  was  on  that  convic- 
tion that  he  believed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  regard 
to  tlie  Nabob  of  Oude  and  the  Begums,  comprehended  every 
•pecies  of  human  offence.  He  liad  proved  himself  guilty  of  ro^ 
pacity  at  once  violent  and  insatiable — of  treachery,  cool  and 
premeditated — of  oppression,  useless  and  unprovoked — of  breach 
of  faith,  unwarrantable  and  base— of  cruelty,  unmanly  and  un- 
merciful. These  were  the  crimes  of  which,  in  his  soul  and  coq- 
Bctence,  he  arraigned  Warrien  Hastings ;  and  of  which  he  bad 
the  confidence  to  say  he  should  convict  him.  As  there  were 
gentlemen  ready  to  stand  up  his  advocates,  he  challenged  them 
to  watch  him — to  watch  if  he  advanced  one  inch  of  assertion  for 
which  he  had  not  solid  ground  ;  for  be  trusted  nothing  to  de- 
clamation. He  desired  credit  for  no  fact  which  he  did  not 
prove,  and  which  he  did  not  indeed  demonstrate  beyond  the 
possibility  of  refutation.  He  should  not  desert  the  clear  and 
invincible  ground  of  truth,  throughout  any  one  particle  of  his 
allegations  againtt  Mr.  Hastings,  who  uniformly  aimed  to  go- 
vern India  by  his  own  arbitrary  power,  cnvenng  with  misery 
upon  misery  a  wretched  people  whom  Providence  had  subjected 
to  the  dominion  of  this  country ;  whilst  in  the  deferice  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  not  one  single  circumstance  grounded  upon  truth  was 
stated.  He  would  repeat  the  words,  and  gentlemen  might  take 
them  down  ;— the  attempt  at  vindication  was  false  throughout. 
Mr.  Sheridan  now  pursuing  the  evaminntion  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
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defence,  observed  that  there  could  not  exist  a  single  plea  for 
maintaining  that  that  defence  against  the  particular  charge  now 
before  the  committee  was  hasty.  Mr.  Hastings  had  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  make  it  up;  and  the  committee  saw  that  he  had 
thought  fit  to  go  back  as  far  as  the  year  1776  for  pretended 
ground  of  justification,  from  the  charge  of  violence  and  rapa- 
city. Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  a  variety  of  extracts  from  the  de- 
fence, which  stated  the  various  steps  taken  by  Mr.  Bristow,  in 
the  years  177^  ""^  177^)  ^  procure  from  the  Begums  aid  to 
the  Nabob.  Not  one  of  these  facts,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
was  true.  Groundless,  nugatory,  and  insulting  were  the  affirm- 
ations of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  the  seizure  of  treasures  from  the 
Begums,  and  the  exposition  of  their  pilfered  goods  to  public 
auction  (unparalleled  acts  of  open  injustice,  oppression,  and  in- 
humanity .')  were  in  any  degree  to  be  defended  by  those  encroach- 
ments on  their  property  which  had  taken  place  previoua  to  hit 
administration,  or  by  those  sales  which  they  themselves  hod  soli* 
cited  as  a  favourable  mode  of  supplying  a  part  of  their  aid  to 
the  Nabob.  7^he  relation  of  a  series  of  plain,  indisputable  facts 
would  irrecoverably  overthrow  a  subterfuge  so  pitiful, — a  dis- 
tinction K)  ridiculous  I  II  must  be  remembered  that,  at  that 
period,  the  Begums  did  not  merely  desire,  but  they  most  es- 
preaehf  stipulated,  that  of  the  thirty  lacks  promised,  eleven 
should  be  paid  in  sundry  articles  of  manufacture.  Was  it  not 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  sales  of  goods,  in  the  first  case,  far 
from  partaking  of  the  nature  of  an  act  of  plunder,  became  an 
extension  of  relief,  of  indulgence,  and  of  accommodation  F  But, 
however,  he  would  not  be  content,  like  Mr.  Hastings,  with 
barely  making  assertions,  or,  when  made  against  his  statement, 
with  barely  denying  them ;  on  the  contrary,  whenever  he  ob- 
jected to  a  single  statement,  he  would  bring  bis  refutation,  and 
almost  in  every  instance  Mr.  Hastings  himself  should  be  bis 
witness.  By  the  passages  which  he  should  beg  leave  to  read, 
Mr.  Hastings  wished  to  insinuate,  that  a  claim  was  set  up,  in 
the  year  1775)  to  the  treasure  of  the  Begums,  belonging  of  right 
to  the  Nabob.  Mr.  Sheridan,  from  a  variety  of  documents, 
chiefly  from  the  minutes  of  the  supreme  council,  of  which  Mr. 
Hastings  had  been  the  president,  explained  the  true  state  of  that 
question.  Treasure,  which  was  the  source  of  all  the  cruelties, 
was  the  original  pretence  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made  to  the 
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CompoDy  for  the  proceeding ;  and  through  the  whole  of  his 
conduct  he  had  alleged  the  principles  of  Mahomedanism  in 
mitigatioD  of  the  severities  he  had  sanctioned ;  as  if  he  meant  to 
iDsinuate  that  there  was  something  in  Mahomedanism  which  ren- 
dered it  impious  in  a  eon  not  to  plunder  his  mother.  But  to 
show  how  the  case  precisely  stood  when  Mr.  Hastings  began 
the  attacks,  Mr.  Sheridan  read  the  minutes  of  General  Claver* 
ing.  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  who  severally  spoke  of  a 
claim  which  had  been  made  by  the  Nabob  on  the  Bhow  Begum, 
in  the  year  177^>  amounting  to  two  one-half  lacks.  The  opi> 
nion  contained  in  those  minutes  was,  that  .women  were,  on  the 
death  of  their  husbands,  entitled  by  the  Mahomedan  law  only  to 
the  property  within  the  Zenana  where  they  lived.  -  This  opinion 
was  decisive — Mr.  Bristow  used  no  threats — no  military  execu- 
tion or  rigour  were  even  menaced  ;  the  Begums  complied  with 
the  requisition  then  made,  and  the  disputed  property  then 
claimed  was  given  up.  After  this,  the  farther  treasure,  namdy, 
that  which  was  within  the  Zenana,  was  confessedly  her  own. — 
No  fresh  right  was  set  up — no  pretence  was  made  of  any  kind  to 
the  reradue— nay,  a  treaty  was  signed  by  the  Nabob,  and  ratified 
by  the  reddent,  Mr.  Bristow,  that,  on  her  paying  thirty  lacks, 
she  should  be  freed  from  all  farther  application  ;  and  the  Com- 
pany were  bound,  by  Mr.  Bristow,  to  guarantee  this  treaty. 
Here  then  was  the  issue.  After  this  treaty  thus  ratified,  could 
there  be  an  argument  as  to  the  right  of  the  treasure  of  the 
B^^ms  P  And  if  the  Mahomedan  law  had  ever  given  a  right, 
was  not  that  right  then  concluded  ?  To  prove,  however,  the  re- 
liance which  the  Princesses  of  Oude  had  entertained,  even  in  the 
year  177^>  '^^  receiving  protection  and  support  from  the  British 
government — an  expectation  so  fatally  disappointed  in  latter 
times — Mr.  Sheridan  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Begum, 
the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  to  Mr.  Hastings,  received  at  Calcutta 
December  ^,  177^i  wherein  she  says,  "  If  it  is  your  pleasure 
that  the  mother  of  the  late  Nabob,  myself,  and  his  other 
women,  and  infant  children,  should  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  dis- 
honour  and  distress,  we  mint  «iihmit ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
you  call  to  mind  the  friendship  of  the  late  blessed  Nabob,  you 
will  exert  yourself  effectually  in  favour  of  us,  who  are  helpless.'' 
And,  again,  "  if  you  do  not  approve  of  my  remaining  at  Fyza- 
bad,  send  a  person  here  in  your  name,  to  remov6  the  mother  of 
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the  late  Nabob,  myself,  and  about  2000  other  vomen  and 
children,  that  we  tnfty  reside  with  honour  and  reputation  in 
•ome  other  place."  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  a  regular  progression  of 
evidence,  proceeded  to  state  the  successive  periods,  and  finally 
to  bring  down  the  immediate  subject  in  question  to  the  day  in 
vbich  Mr.  Hastings  embraced  the  project  of  plundering  the 
Begums ;  and,  to  justify  which,  he  bad  exhibited  in  his  defenca 
four  charges  against  them,  as  the  grounds  and  motives  of  his 
own  conduct. 

1.  That  they  had  given  disturbance  at  all  times  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Nabobs  and  that  they  had  long  manifested  a  spirit 
hostile  to  bis  and  to  the  English  government. 

2  That  they  excited  the  Zemindars  to  revolt,  at  the  time  of 
the  insurrection  at  Benares,  and  of  the  resumption  of  the  Jag- 
hires. 

S.  That  they  resisted  by  armed  force  the  resumption  of  their 
own  Jaghires ;  and, 

4.  That  they  excited,  and  were  accessary  to,  the  insurrectioQ 
at  Benares. 

To  each  of  these  charges  Mr.  Sheridan  gave  distinct  and 
separate  answers.  First,  on  the  subject  of  the  imputed  disturb- 
ances which  they  were  falsely  said  to  have' occasioned,  he  could 
produce  a  variety  of  extracts,  many  of  them  written  by  Mr. 
Hastings  himself,  to  prove  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves  by  their  friendship  for  the 
Knglish,  and  the  various  good  offices  which  they  had  r«>dered 
the  government. 

Mr.  Hastings  (Mr.  Sheridan  observed)  left  Calcutta  in  1781) 
and  proceeded  to  Lucknow,  as  he  said  himself,  with  two  great 
objects  in  his  mind ;  namely,  Benares  and  Oude.  What  was  the 
nature  of  these  boasted  resources  f — that  he  should  plunder  one, 
or  both, — the  equitable  alternative  of  a  highwayman,  who  in 
going  forth  in  the  evening,  hesitates  which  of  his  .resources  to 
prefer— Bagshot,  or  Hounslow.  In  such  a  state  of  generous 
irresolution  did  Mr.  Hastings  proceed  to  Benares  and  Oude.  At 
Benwes  he  failed  in  his  pecuniary  object.  Then,  and  not  till 
then — not  on  account  of  any  ancient  enmities  shown  by  the 
Begums — not  in  resentment  of  any  old  disturbances,  but  because 
he  had  failed  in  one  place,  and  had  but  two  in  his  prospect,  did 
he  conceive  the  base  expedient  of  plundering  these  aged  women. 
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He  had  no  pretence — he  had  no  excuse — he  hitd  nothing  but  the 
arrogant  and  obstioate  determination  to  govern  ladia  by  his  own 
corrupt  will  to  plead  f<H-  his  conduct  loflamed  by  disappoint- 
ment in  his  first  project,  he  hastened  to  the  fortress  of  Chunar  to 
meditate  the  more  atrocious  design  of  instigating  a  son  against 
his  mother,  of  sacrificing  female  dignity  and  distress  to  parricide 
and  plunder.  At  Chunar  was  that  infamous  treaty  concerted 
with  the  Nabob  Vizier,  to  despoil  the  Princesses  of  Oude  of  their 
hereditary  possessions ; — there  it  was  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  sti- 
pulated with  one,  whom  he  called  an  indep^deni  prince,  **  that 
as  great  distress  has  arisen  to  the  nabob's  government  from  the 
military  power  and  dominion  assumed  by  the  Jaghierdars,  he  be 
permitted  to  resume  such  as  he  may  find  necessary ;  with  a.  reserve, 
that  all  such,  for  the  amount  of  whose  Jaghiers  the  company  are 
guarantees,  shall,  in  case  of  the  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid 
the  amount  of  their  net  collections,  through  the  resident  in  ready 
money; — and  that  no  English  resident  be  appointed  to  Fur- 
ruckabad." 

No  sooner  was  this  foundation  of  iniquity  thus  instantly  esta- 
blished,  in  violation  of  the  pledged  faith  and  solemn  guarantee 
oS  the  British  government ;  no  sooner  had  Mr.  Hastings  deter- 
mined to  invade  the  siibstanceof  justice,  than  he  resolved  to  avail 
himself  of  her  judicial  forms;  and  accordingly  dispatched  a 
messenger  from  the  chief  justice  of  India,  to  assist  him  in  perpe- 
trating the  violations  he  had  projected.  Sir  Elijah  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Hastings,  with  much  art,  proposed  a  question  of 
opinion,  involving  an  unsubstantiated  fact,  in  order  to  obtain 
even  a  surreptitious  approbaticHi  of  the  measure  he  had  prede- 
termined to  adopt.  *'  The  Begums  being  in  actual  rebellion, 
might  not  the  nabob  confiscate  their  property  F"  *'  Most  un- 
doubtedly,^' was  the  ready  answer  of  the  friendly  judge.  Not  a 
syllable  of  inquiry  tnterv^ied  as  to  the  existence  of  the  imputed 
rebellion ;  nor  a  moment's  pause  as  to  the  ill-purposes  to  which 
the  decision  of  a  cliief  justice  might  be  perverted.  It  was  not  the 
ofiice  of  a  friend  to  mix  the  grave  caution  and  cold  circumspection 
of  a  judge,  with  an  opinion  taken  in  such  circumstances ;  uid  Sir 
Elijah  had  previously  declared,  that  he  gave  his  advice  not  as  a 
judge,  but  as  a  friend ;  a  character  he  equally  preferred,  in  the 
strange  office  which  he  undertook,  of  collecting  defensive  affida- 
vits on  the  subject  of  Benares. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  said,  it  was  curious  to  reflect  on  the  whole  of  Sir 
£lijah*s  circuit  at  that  perilous  time.  Sir  Elijah  had  stated  his 
desire  of  relaxing  from  the  fatigues  of  office,  and  unbending  his 
mind  in  a  party  of  health  and  pleasure :  yet  wisely  apprehending 
that  very  sudden  relaxation  might  defeat  its  object,  he  had  con- 
trived to  mix  some  matters  of  husiness  to  be  ioterspersed  with 
his  amusements.  He  had,  therefore,  in  his  little  airing  <^  nine 
hundred  miles,  great  part  of  which  he  went  post,  escorted  by  an 
army,  selected  those  very  situations  where  insurrection  subsisted 
and  rebellion  was  threatened ;  and  had  not  only  delivered  bis 
deep  and  curious  researches  into  the  laws  and  rights  of  nations 
and  of  treaties,  in  the  capacity  of  the  Oriental  Orotius,  whom 
Wuren  Hastings  was  to  study ;  but  likewise  in  the  humbler 
and  more  practical  situation  of  a  collector  of  eat  parte  evidence. 
In  the  former  quality,  his  opinion  was  the  premature  sanction  for 
plundering  the  Begums ; — in  the  latter  character,  be  became  the 
posthumous  supporter  of  the  expulsion  and  pillage  of  the  Rajah 
Cheit  Sing.  Acting  on  an  unproved  fact,  on  a  position  as  a  datum 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  fabrication,  he  had  not  hesitated  in 
the  first  instance  to  tend  his  authority  as  a  license  for  unlimited 
persecution.  In  the  latter,  he  did  not  disdain  to  scud  about  India, 
like  an  itinerant  informer,  with  a  pedlar's  pack  of  garbled  evi- 
dence and  surreptitious  affidavits.  What  pure  friendship,  what 
a  voucher  of  unequivocal  attachment  from  a  British  judge  to  such 
a  character  as  Warren  Hastings  .'  With  a  generous  oblivion  of 
duty  and  of  honour ;  with  a  proud  sense  of  having  authorized  all 
future  rapacity,  and  sanctioned  all  past  oppression,  this  friendly 
judge  proceeded  on  his  circuit  of  health  and  ease ;  and  whilst  the 
governor-general,  sanctioned  by  this  solemn  opinion,  issued  his 
orders  to  plunder  the  Begums  of  their  treasure,  Sir  Elijah  pur- 
sued his  progress;  and  passing  through  a  wide  region  of  distress 
and  misery,  explored  a  country  that  presented  a  speaking  picture 
of  hunger  and  of  nakedness,  in  quest  of  objects  best  suited  to  his 
feelings,  in  anxious  search  of  calamities  most  kindred  to  his  in- 
valid i  m  agi  nation. 

Thus,  whilst  the  executive  power  in  India  was  perverted  to 
the  most  disgraceful  inhumanities,  the  judicial  authority  also 
became  its  close  and  confidential  associate — at  the  same  moment 
that  the  sword  of  government  was  turned  to  an  assassin's  dagger, 
the  pure  ermine  of  justice  was  stained  and  foiled  with  the  basest 
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and  meanest  oonUminstton.  Under  such  circumatance  did  Mr. 
Haatings  complete  the  treaty  of  Chunar : — a  treaty  which  might 
challenge  all  the  treaties  that  ever  subsisted,  for  coDtaiuing  in 
the  smalleBt  compass  he  most  extensiTe  treachery.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings did  not  conclude  that  treaty  till  he  had  received  from  the 
Nabob  a  present,  or  rather  a  bribe,  of  100,000/. 

The  circumstances  of  this  present  were  as  extraordinary  as 
the  thing  itself.  Four  months  afterwards,  and  not  till  tlien> 
Mr.  Hastings  communicated  the  matter  to  the  company.  Un- 
fortunately for  himself,  however,  this  tardy  disclosure  was  con- 
veyed in  words  which  betrayed  his  original  meaning ;  for,  with 
no  common  incaution,  he  admits  the  present  "  kxu  of  a  mag- 
nitude  not  to  be  concealed^"  Mr.  Sheridui  stated  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  bribe ;  and  averred  that  the  whole  had  its 
rise  in  a  principle  of  rank  corruption.  For  what  was  the  con- 
tideration  for  this  extraordinary  bribe  P  No  less  than  the  with- 
drawing from  Oude  not  only  all  the  English  gentlemen  in  official 
situatKHis,  but  the  whole  also  of  the  English  army ;  and  that 
too  at  the  very  moment  when  he  bimself  bad  stated  the  whole 
country  of  Oude  to  be  in  open  revolt  and  rebellion.  Other 
very  strange  articles  were  contained  in  the  same  treaty,  which 
nothing  but  this  infamous  bribe  could  have  occasioned,  together 
with  the  reserve  which  be  had  in  his  own  mind  of  treachery  to 
die  Nabob ;  for  the  only  part  of  the  treaty  which  he  ever  at- 
tempted to  carry  into  execution  was  to  withdraw  the  English 
gentlemen  from  Oude.  -The  Nabob,  indeed,  considered  this  as 
essential  to  his  deliverance ;  and  bis  observation  on  the  c>rcum> 
stance  was  curious ;  for  though  Major  Palmer,  said  he,  has  not 
yet  asked  any  thing,  I  observe  it  is  the  custom  of  the  English 
gentlemen  constantly  to  ask  for  something  from  me  before  they 
go.  This  imputation  on  the  English  Mr.  Hastings  was  most 
ready,  most  rejoiced,  to  counteiance  as  a  screen  and  shelter  for 
his  own  abandoned  profligacy ;  and  therefore,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  he  pocketed  the  extorted  spoils  of  the  Nabob,  witli 
his  usual  grave  hypocrisy  and  cant,  "  Go,''  be  said,  to  the 
English  gentlemen,  *'  go,  you  oppressive  rascals,  go  from  this 
worthy  unhappy  man,  whom  you  have  plundered,  and  leave  him 
to  my  protection.  You  have  robbed  him — you  have  plundered 
him — you  have  taken  advantage  of  his  accumulated  distresses ; 
but  please  God,  he  shall  in  future  be  at  rest ;  for  I  have  pro- 
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tnised  hin  be  shall  never  see  the  face  of  an  Engliahmiin  again.** 
ThM,  however,  was  the  only  part  of  the  treaty  whidi  he  erea 
■ffectcd  to  fulfil ;  and,  in  all  its  other  parts,  we  learn  from  him- 
self, that  at  the  very  moment  he  made  it,  he  intended  to  deceive 
the  Nahob ;  and  accordingly  he  advised  generat  instead  of  jrar- 
tial  resumption,  for  the  express  purpose  of  defeating  the  first 
views  of  the  Nahob ;  and,  instead  of  giving  instant  and  unqua* 
lified  assait  to  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  he  perpetually 
qualified,  explained,  and  varied  them  with  new  diminutions  and 
reservations.  Mr.  Sheridan  called  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if 
there  was  any  theory  in  Machiavel,  any  treachery  upon  record, 
if  they  had  ever  heard  of  any  cold  Italian  fraud  which  could  in 
any  degree  be  put  in  comparison  with  the  disgusting  hypocrisy^ 
and  unequalled  bas«ieBs,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  shown  on  that 


After  having  stated  this  complicated  infamy  in  terms  of  the 
severest  reprehension,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
he  recollected  to  have  heard  it  advanced  by  some  of  those  ad- 
mirers of  Mr.  Hastings,  who  were  not  so  implicit  as  to  give  un- 
qualified  applause  to  his  crimes,  that  they  found  mi  apology  for 
the  atrocity  of  them,  in  the  greatness  of  his  mind.  To  estimate 
the  solidity  of  such  a  defence,  it  would  be  sufficient  merely  to 
consider  in  what  consisted  this  prepossessing  distinction,  this 
captivating  characteristic  of  greatness  of  mind.  Is  it  not  solely 
to  be  traced  in  great  actions  directed  to  great  ends  ?  In  them,  - 
and  them  alone,  we  are  to  search  foe  true  estimable  magna- 
nimity. To  them  only  can  we  justly  affix  the  splendid  title  and 
honours  of  real  greabiess.  There  was  indeed  another  species  of 
greatness,  which  displayed  itself  in  boldly  conceiving  a  bad 
measure,  and  undauntedly  pursuing  it  to  its  accomplishment 
But  had  Mr.  Hastings  the  merit  of  exhibiting  either  of  these 
descriptions  of  greatness ; — even  of  the  latter  ? — He  saw  nothing 
great — nothing  magnanimous— nothing  open — nothing  direct  in 
his  measures  or  in  his  mind  ; — on  the  contrary,  he  had  too  often 
pursued  the  worst  ohjecu  by  the  worst  means.  His  raurse  was 
an  eternal  deviation  from  rectitude.  He  either  tyrannized  or 
deceived ;  and  was  by  turns  a  Dionysius  and  a  Scapin.  As  well 
might  the  writhing  obliquity  of  the  serpent  be  compared  to  the 
swift  directness  of  the  arrow,  as  the  duplicity  of  Mr.  Hastings'! 
amUticn  to  the  simple  steadiness  of  genuine  magDaniinity.    In 
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Ilia  mind  all  was  shuffiing,  ambiguous,  dark,  insidious,  and 
little :  nothing  simple,  nothing  unmixed  :  all  affected  plainness, 
and  actual  dissimuUtioo  ; — a  heterogeneous  mass  of  contradic- 
dictory  qualities  ;  with  nothing  great  but  his  crimes  ;  and  even 
those  contrasted  "tty  the  littleness  of  his  motives,  which  at  once 
denoted  both  his  baseness  and  hia  meanness,  and  marked  him 
for  a  traitor  and  a  trickster.  Nay,  In  hia  style  and  writing 
there  was  the  same  wixture  of  vicious  contrarieties  ; — the  most 
groveling  ideas  were  conveyed  in  the  most  inflated  language ; 
giving  mock  consequence  to  low  cavils,  and  uttering  quibbles  in 
heroics ;  so  that  his  compositions  disgusted  the  mind's  taste,  as 
much  as  his  actions  excited  the  soul's  abhorrence.  Indeed  this 
mixture  of  character  seemed  by  some  unaocountable,  but  in- 
berent  quality,  to  be  appropriated,  tbough  in  inferior  degrees, 
to  every  thing  that  concerned  his  employers.  He  remembered 
to  have  heard  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  remark,  that  there  was  something  in  the  first  frame 
and  constitution  of  the  company,  which  extended  the  sordid 
principles  of  tb^r  origin  over  all  their  successive  opcraticHis ; 
connecting  with  their  civil  policy,  and  even  with  thdr  boldest 
achievements,  the  meanness  of  a  pedlar,  and  the  profligacy  of 
pirates.  Alike  in  tlie  political  and  the  military  line  could  be 
observed  auctioneeritig  ambassadors  and  trading  generals  ;— 
and  thus  we  saw  a  revolution  brought  about  by  affidavits ;  an 
army  employed  in  executing  an  arrest ;  a  town  besieged  on  a 
note  of  hand ;  a  prince  dethroned  for  the  balance  of  an  account. 
Thus  it  was  they  exhibited  a  government  which  united  the 
mock  majesty  of  a  bloody  sceptre  and  the  little  traffic  of  a 
merchant's  counting-hottae,  wielding  a  truncheon  with  one  hand, 
and  picking  a  pocket  toith  the  other.  Mr.  Sheridan  now  went 
into  a  long  statement  to  show  the  various  irrefragable  proofs  ex- 
hibited in  the  minutes  of  the  Bengal  council,  of  the  falsity  of 
'  the  charge,  viz.— That  the  Begums  were  the  ancient  disturbei-s 
of  the  government.  And  equally  to  prove  that  the  second 
charge  also  (namely,  that  the  Begums  had  incited  the  Jaghire- 
dars  to  resist  the  Nabob)  was  no  less  untrue ;  it  being  substan- 
tiated in  evidence  that  not  one  of  the  Jaghiredars  did  resist. 

Mr.  Sheridan  maintained  that  it  was  incontrovertible  that  the 
B^unu  were  not  concerned  eith^  in  the  rebellion  of  Bulbudder, 
c»  the  iosurrection  at  Benares  ;  nor  did  Mr.   Hastugs  ever 
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once  eeriouify  believe  tbem  guilty.  Their  treatures  were  their 
treasons,  and  Asoph  ul  Duwlah  thou^t  like  an  unwise  prince 
when  he  blamed  his  father  for  leaving  him  eo  little  wealth.  Hia 
father,  Shulah  ul  Sowlah,  acted  wisely  in  leaving  his  son  with 
no  temptation  about  him,  to  invite  acts  of  violence  from  the  ra- 
pacious. He  clothed  him  with  poverty  as  with  a  shield,  and 
armed  him  with  necessity  as  with  a  sword. 

The  third  charge  was  equally  false.  Di(}  they  resist  the  re- 
sumption of  their  own  Jaghiredars  ?  Though,  if  they  had 
resisted,  he  contended  that  there  would  have  been  no  crime ;  for 
those  Jaghiredars  were  by  Bolemn  treaty  confirmed  to  them  • 
but,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  not  one  syllable  of  cbai^ 
against  them.  The  Nabob  himself,  with  all  the  load  of  obloquy 
which  he  incurred,  never  imputed  to  them  the  crime  of  stirring 
up  an  opposition  to  hia  authority. 

Toprovethefalsehoodof  the  whole  of  this  charge,  and  to  show 
that  Mr.  Hastings  originally  projected  the  plunder;  that  he 
threw  the  odium,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  Nabob;  that  he 
imputed  the  crimes  to  them  before  he  bad  received  one  of  the 
rumours  which  he  afterwards  manufactured  into  affidavits,  Mr. 
Sheridan  recommended  a  particular  attention  to  dates;  and  he 
deduced  from  the  papers  these  facts : — that  the  first  idea  was 
started  by  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  ISth  of  November,  I7BI  ;  that 
Mr.  Middleton  communicated  it  to  the  Nabob,  and  procured 
from  him  a  formal  proposition  on  the  2nd  of  I]>ecember ;  that  on 
the  1st  of  December  Mr.  Hastings  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  Mid- 
dleton, confirming  the  first  suggestion  made  through  Sir  Elijah, 
which  letter  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Middleton  on  the  6th 
of  December.  He  stated  all  the  circumstances  of  the  pains 
taken  by  Mr.  Middleton  to  bring  the  Nabob  at  length  to  issue 
with  the  Perwannas,  and  coupled  this  with  the  extraordinary 
minute  written  by  Mr.  Hastings  00  his  return  to  Calcutta,  where 
he  stated  the  resistence  of  the  Begums  to  the  execution  of  the 
resumption  on  the  7th  of  January,  1^8%  as  the  cause  of  the 
measure  in  November  I78I-  Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to 
prove,  that  the  Begums  were,  by  their  condition,  their  age,  and 
their  infirmities,  almost  the  only  souls  in  India  who  could  not 
have  a  thought  of  distressing  that  -government  by  which  alone 
they  could  hope  to  be  protected ;  and  that  to  charge  tbem  with 
a  design    to  depose  their  nearest   and   dearest    relation,    waa 
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equally  absurd.  He  did  not  endeavour  to  do  this  from  any  idea 
that  because  there  was  no  modve  for  the  offences  imputed  to 
these  women,  it  was  therefore  a  necessary  consequence  that  such 
imputations  were  false.  He  was  not  to  learn  that  there  was  such 
a  crime  as  wanttm,  unprovoked  wickedness.  Those  who  enter- 
tained  doubts  on  this  point  need  only  give  themselves  the  trouble 
c^  reading  the  admioistratiSn  of  Mr.  Hastings.  But,  as  to  the 
immediate  case,  the  documraits  oa  the  table  would  bear  incon- 
trovertible testimony  that  insurrections  had  constantly  taken 
place  in  Oude.  To  ascribe  it  to  the  Begums  was  wandering 
even  beyond  the  improbabilities  of  fiction.  It  were  not  less 
absurd  to  affirm,  that  famine  would  not  have  pinched,  nor  thirst 
have  parched,  nor  extermination  have  depopulated  —  but  for 
the  interference  of  these  old  wom^.  To  use  a  strong  expression 
of  Mr.  Hastings  on  another  occasion,  '*  The  good  which  those 
women  did  was  certain— the  ill  was  precarious.^  But  Mr- 
Hastings  had  found  it  more  suitable  to  his  purposes  to  reserve 
the  proposition  ;  yet  wanting  a  motive  for  his  rapacity,  he  could 
find  it  only  in  fiction.  The  simple  fact  was,  their  treasure  was 
their  treason.  But  "  they  complained  of  the  injustice."  God 
of  Heaven  !  had  they  not  a  right  to  coinplain  ?  After  a  solemn 
treaty  violated ;— plundered  of  all  their  property,  and  on  the 
eve  of  the  last  extremity  of  wretchedness,  were  they  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  last  resource  of  impotent  wretchedness— complaint 
and  lamentation  ?  Was  it  a  crime  that  they  should  crowd  to- 
gether in  fluttering  trepidation  like  a  flock  of  resistless  birds  on 
seeing  the  felon  kite,  who,  having  darted  at  one  devoted  bird, 
and  missed  his  aim,  singled  out  a  new  object,  and  was  springing 
on  his  prey  with  redoubled  vigour  in  his  wing,  and  keener  ven- 
geance in  his  eye.  The  fact  with  Mr.  Hastings  was  precisely 
this : — Having  failed  in  the  case  of  Ghiet  Sing,  he  saw  his  fate ; 
he  felt  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  sum  of  money  somewhere, 
for  he  knew  that  to  be  the  never-failing  receipt  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  directors  at  home.  Such,  Mr.  Sheridan  added, 
were  the  true  substantial  motives  of  the  horrid  excesses  perpe- 
trated against  the  B^ums !— excesses,  in  every  part  of  the  de- 
scription of  which,  he  felt  himself  accompanied  by  the  vigorous 
Mipport  of  the  most  unanswerable  evidence  ;  and  upon  thia  test 
would  he  place  his  whole  cause.  Let  gentleman  lay  thdr  hands 
upon  tbeir  hearts,  and  with  truth  issuing  in  all  its  purity  from 
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their  lips,  gotemnly  declare  whether  they  were  or  viere  not  con- 
vinced that  the  real  spring  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  far 
from  being  a  desire  to  crush  a  rebellion  (an  ideal,  fabulous  re- 
bellicm !)  was  a  malignantly  rapacious  determination  to  seize, 
with  lawless  hands,  upon  the  treasures  of  devoted,  miserable,  yet 
unoffending  victims. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  adverted  to  the*alBdavit  made  by  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton ;  and  after  stating  how  futile  were  the  grounds  upon  which 
be  had,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  conscience,  proceeded  to  the 
utmost  extremity  of  violence  against  the  Begums ;  he  exclaimed, 
the  tiod  of  Justice  forbid  that  any  man  in  this  house  should  make 
up  his  mind  to  accuse  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  ground  which  Mr. 
Middleton  took  for  condemning  the  Begums ;  or  to  pass  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty  for  the  most  trivial  misdemeanour  against  the 
poorest  wretch  that  ever  had  existed.  He  then  revised  and  ani- 
madverted on  the  affidavits  of  Colonel  Hannay,  Colonel  Gordon, 
Major  M'Donald,  Major  Williams,  and  others.  Major  Williams, 
among  the  strange  reports  that  chiefly  filled  these  affidavits, 
stated  one  that  he  had  heard — namely,  that  fifty  British  troops, 
watching  two  hundred  prisoners,  had  been  surrounded  by 
six  thousand  of  the  enemy,  and  relieved  by  the  approach  of 
nine  men.  And  of  such  extraordinary  hearsay-evidence  were 
most  of  the  depositions  composed.  Considering,  therefore,  the 
character  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  British  army  in  Oude, 
"  that  they  manifested  a  rage  for  rapacity  and  peculation,"  it  was 
extramdinary  that  there  were  no  instances  of  stouter  swearing. 
But  as  for  Colonel  Oordon,  he  afforded  a  fla^antly  conspicuous 
proof  of  the  fpateful  spirit  and  temper  of  affidavits  designed  to 
plunge  these  wretched  women  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Colonel 
Oordon  was,  just  before,  not  merely  released  from  danger^  but 
preserved  from  imminent  death  by  the  very  person  whose  accuser 
he  thought  fit  to  become ;  and  yet,  incredible  as  it  may  appear, 
even  at  the  expiration  of  two  little  days  from  hts  deliverance,  he 
deposes  against  the  distressed  and  unfortunate  woman  who  had 
become  bis  saviour,  and  only  upon  hearsay  evidence  accuses  her 
of  crimes  and  rebellion.  Great  God  of  Justice  \  (exclaimed  Mr. 
Sheridan)  canst  thou  from  thy  eternal  throne  look  down  upon 
such  premeditated  turpitude  of  heart,  and  not  fix  some  mark  of 
dreadful  vengeance  upon  the  perpetrators  P — Of  Mr.  M'Donald, 
be  said,  that  he  liked  not  the  memory  which  remembered  things 
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better  at  the  end  of  five  years  than  at  the  time,  unleu  there  might 
be  something  so  relaxing  in  the  climate  of  India,  and  so  affecting 
the  tnemory  aa  well  as  the  nerves,  "the  soft  figures  melting 
away,"  and  the  images  of  immediate  action  instantaneously  dis- 
solving, men  must  return  to  their  native  air  of  England,  to  brace 
up  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body,  and  have  their  memories,  like 
their  sinews,  restrung. 

Having  painted  the  loose  quality  of  the  aiSdavits,  he  said, 
that  he  must  pause  a  moment,  and  particularly  address  himself  . 
to  one  description  of  gentlemen,  those  of  the  learned  profession, 
within  those  walls.  They  saw  that  that  house  was  the  path  to 
fortune  in  their  profession;  that  they  might  soon  expect  that 
some  of  them  were  to  be  called  to  a  dignified  situation,  where 
the  great  and  important  trust  would  be  reposed  in  them  of  pro- 
tecting the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their  fellow- subjects.  One 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  in  particular  (Sir 
Lloyd  Kenyon),if  rumour  spoke  right,  might  suddenly  be  called 
to  succeed  that  great  and  venerable  character  who  long  had 
shone  the  brightest  luminary  of  his  profession,  whose  pure  and 
steady  light  was  clear  even  to  its  latest  moment,  but  whose  last 
beam  must  now  too  soon  be  extinguished.  That  he  would  ask 
the  supposed  successor  of  Lord  Mansfield  to  calmly  reflect 
on  these  extraordinary  depositions,  and  solemnly  to  declare, 
whether  the  mass  of  affidavits  taken  at  Locknow  would  be 
received  by  him  as  evidence  to  convict  the  lowest  object  in  this 
country  P  If  he  said  it  would,  he  declared  to  Oud  he  would 
sit  down  and  not  add  a  syllable  more  to  the  too  long  trespass 
which  he  had  made  on  the  patience  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  farther  into  the  exposure  of  the  evidence, 
into  the  comparison  of  dates,  and  the  subsequent  circumstances, 
in  order  to  prove  that  all  the  enormous  consequence  which 
followed  from  the  resumption,  in  the  captivity  of  the  women, 
and  the  imprisonment  and  cruelties  practised  on  their  people, 
were  solely  to  be  ascribed  and  to  be  imputed  to  Mr,  Hastings, 
After  stating  the  miseries  which  the  women  suffered,  he  said 
that  Mr.  Hastings  had  once  remarked,  that  a  mind  touched 
with  superstition  might  have  contemplated  the  fate  of  the 
Rohillas  with  peculiar  impressioni.  But  if  indeed  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Hastings  could  yield  to  superstitious  imagination ;  if  bis 
fancy  could  suffer  any  disturbance,  and  even  in   vision,  imag* 
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forth  the  proud  spirit  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  looking  down  upon  the 
ruio  and  devastation  of  his  family,  and  beholding  that  palace 
which  Mr.  HastiogB  had  first  wrested  from  his  hand,  and  after- 
wards restored,  plundered  by  that  very  army  with  which  he 
himself  bad  vanquished  the  Mahrattas;  seizing  on  the  very 
plunder  which  he  had  ravaged  from  the  Rohillas ;  that  Middle- 
ton,  who  had  been  eogaged  in  managing  the  previous  violations, 
most  busy  to  perpetrate  the  last ;  that  very  Hastings,  whom, 
on  his  death-bed,  he  had  left  the  guardian  of  his  wife,  and 
mother,  and  family,  turning  all  those  dear  relations,  the  objects 
of  bis  solemn  trust,  forth  to  the  merciless  seasons,  and  to  a  more 
merciless  soldiery!  A  mind  touched  with  superstition  must 
indeed  have  cherished  such  a  contemplation  with  peculiar  im- 
pressions! — That  Mr.  Hastings  was  regularly  acquainted  with 
all  the  enormities  committed  on  the  Begums  there  was  the 
clearest  proof; — It  was  true  that  Middleton  was  rebuked  for 
not  being  more  exact.  He  did  not,  perhaps,  descend  to  the 
detail ;  he  did  not  give  him  an  account  of  the  number  of  groans 
which  were  heaved  ;  of  the  quantity  of  tears  which  were  shed ; 
of  the  weight  of  the  fetters ;  or  of  the  depth  of  the  dungeons  : 
but  he  communicated  every  step  which  be  took  to  accomplish 
the  base  and  unwarrantable  end.  He  told  him,  that  to  save 
appearances  they  must  use  the  name  of  the  Nabob,  and  that 
they  need  go  no  farther  than  was  absolutely  necessary  ;  this  he 
might  venture  to  say  without  being  suspected  by  Mr.  Hastings 
of  too  severe  a  morality.  The  governor- general  also  endeavoured 
to  throw  a  share  of  the  guilt  on  the  council,  although  Mr. 
Wheeler  had  never  taken  any  share,  and  Mr.  Macpherson  had 
not  arrived  in  India  when  the  scene  began.  After  contending 
that  he  had  shrunk  from  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  court  of 
directors,  under  a  new  and  pompous  doctrine,  that  the  majesty 
of  justice  was  to  be  approached  with  supplication,  and  was  not 
to  degrade  itself  by  hunting  for  crimes;  forgetting  the  infamous 
employment  to  which  he  had  appointed  an  English  chief-justice, 
to  hunt  for  criminal  charges  against  innocent,  defenceless  women. 
— Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  trusted  that  that  house  would  vindicate 
the  insulted  character  of  justice;  that  they  would  demonstrate 
its  true  quality,  essence,  and  purposes — they  would  demonstrate 
it  to  be,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  active,  inquintive,  and 
avenging. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  he  beard  of  factions  and  parties 
in  that  house,  and  knew  they  existed.  There  was  scarcely  a 
subject  upon  which  they  were  not  broken  and  divided  into 
sects.  The  prerogative  of  the  crown  found  its  advocates  among 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  privil^s  of  the  people 
found  opponents  evea  in  the  house  of  commons  itself.  Habits, 
connexions,  parties,  all  led  to  diversity  of  opinion.  But  when 
inhumanity  presented  itself  to  their  observations,  it  found  no 
division  among  them :  they  attacked  it  as  their  comnuMi  enemy ; 
and,  as  if  the  character  of  this  land  was  involved  in  their  zeal 
for  its  ruin,  they  left  it  not  till  it  was  completely  overthrown. 
It  was  not  given  to  that  house,  to  bdiold  the  objects  of  their 
compassion  and  benevolence  in  the  present  extensive  consider- 
ation, as  it  was  to  the  officers  who  relieved,  and  who  so  feelingly 
described  the  extatic  emotions  of  gratitude  in  the  instant  of  de- 
liverance. They  could  not  behold  the  workings  of  the  heart, 
the  quivering  lips,  the  trickling  tears,  the  loud  and  yet  tremu- 
lous joys  of  the  millions  wbom  their  vote  of  this  night  would  for 
ever  save  from  the  cruelty  of  osrrupted  power.  But  though 
they  could  not  directly  see  the  effect,  was  not  the  true  enjoyment 
of  their  benevolence  increased  by  the  blessing  being  conferred 
unseen.-'  Would  not  the  omnipotence  of  Britain  be  demim- 
strated  to  the  wonder  of  nations,  by  stretching  its  mighty  arm 
across  the  deep,  and  saving  by  its  Jiat  distant  millions  from 
destruction  P  And  would  the  blessings  of  the  people  thus  saved, 
dissipate  in  empty  air  1  No  !  if  I  may  dare  to  use  the  figure,— 
we  shall  constitute  Heaven  itself  our  proxy,  to  receive  for  us 
the  blessings  of  their  pious  gratitude,  and  the  prayers  of  their 
thanksgiving. — It  is  with  confidence,  theref(»«,  Sir,  that  I  move 
you  on  this  charge,  "  that  Warren  Hastings  be  impeached." 


Fbbbuabt  8. 

FBOCEEnlXGS    AOAIKST    IfK.    HASTINGS. 

TIm  ddatttif  tit  preetdmg  dag  wu  rttimud  ^  Mr.  FraHtU.intapporl  nflht 
dutrgt;  and  b)  Mr.Burgtu,  Mqfor  Seott,  Mr.  NiehalU,  Mr.  Vaiuillarl,  and 
Mr.  AkUrmoH  Lt  Mtmritr  m  ^tnet  tff  Mr.  Hatlingi.  After  Aooih;  Aeord 
(ht  argamenti  on  both  nda,  Mr.  Pitt  roit  lo  delivtr  hu  ilaltmtnlt.  He  obtened, 
that  Of  he  had  tver  hem  of  opinio*  that  the  ehargt  retativt  lo  the  JVincewef  of 
Oudt  mu  that  which  of  oil  othtrt,  bort  Hpoa  the  face  of  it  the  itrongtU  mark* 
qf  erimin^ty  and  cmrify,  lo  had  he  been  particniarlji  ear^l  to  gvard  againit 
the  tMprenion  of  nery  tort  i)f  prtjudiee,  tmd  to  keep  hi*  mind  open  for  the  r>- 
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ctptiiM  ttftohatevtr  emM  tatd,  on  the  one  lUtmd,  to  MiMiA  umommm,  orMtka 
tiher,  to  bring  homt  eonmetiim  qf  )%iU ;  amd  i*  order  tht  ittler  to  ouilt  Mmt^f 
to  decide  with  n^fety,  Ae  had,  mih  Ihe  utmoal  minnttwu  a»d  aUenfio*,  eonpartd 
the  charge,  artiebi  by  artieU,  taith  Ihe  widenet  adduced  at  the  bar  i»  npport  <ff 
tach,  and  mth  ihe  varvmt  mnulei  and  Utttn  that  had  been  brought  before  lit 
home,  or  war*  amf  «htrt  to  be/onnd  teithim  hit  rtaeh.  He  then  declared,  thmt 
aUhangh,  for  reaton*  he  (AevU  etate.  A*  thought  hmieff  bond  la  tot*  tMth  the 
gentkman  who  brotigU  the  dtargi,  get  he  teithed  it  lobe  nnderttood,  that  he  did 
not  accede  to  the  whale  qf  the  ground*  of  the  acetuafion  eonlaintd  in  the  charge, 
or  the  xt^ferencet  that  had  been  drawn  from  them.  He  then  etated  the  two  great 
poiitte  in  Ike  charge,  in  which  he  thought  the  eriminalilg  of  Mr.  H(aHnge  had 
been  fntig  proved.  T^e  rtttmplion  iff  the  Jaghiret  tmu  a  meamre,  whieh  in  hit 
opinion,  might,  in  eeriain  tilnationt,  hate  been  JuH\fied;  bnt  fhttitnation  nf  the 
Eait  India  Compoia/,  a*  gnarantet  of  the  treaty,  laid  Ihem  wider  the  ttrongut 
obligation,  perhapi,  to  have  potilioely,  and  at  all  event*  reti*ttd,  bul  at  leatt  not 
to  have  prompted  it.  T&e  teiaire  iff  the  Ireaturt*  being  neither  tnpporled  by  019 
formal  procttdingt  <ffjmlict  nor  by  any  liale  necettily,  it  wa*,  he  rniid,  impotii- 
Ue  not  to  «M(faw  it;  and  it  wot  greatly  aggravated  by  maiing  Ihe  Nabob  th* 
inilnanent;  ikt  mn  the  imbvment  iff  robUng  the  mother.  Tlw  crime  nf  Mr. 
Hatting*,  ha  fhongit  ttili  fntthxr  aggraaattd  by  Kia  tiyUag  tha  order*  of  the 
eonrt  ^  ^rtetort,  which  exprttaly  commanded  a  rtviiion  ^  the  proceeding* 
againtt  lho*e  princettet.  Withreipect  to  manj/ other  aJlalerai  circnmttane** 
urged  in  aggravation  qf  the  charge,  he  thought  them  either  not  crimitud  or  not 
brought  home  to  Mr.  Htufingi. 

Mr.  Shebisam  having  aaid  that  he  entertuned  too  grat^ul 
a  sense  of  the  liberal  indulgence  with  which  the  house  was 
pleased  to  booour  him  on  the  preceding  day,  to  think  of  tres- 
passing at  present,  for  any  length  of  time,  upon  their  patience, 
added,  that  several  gentlemen  had  done  him  much  greater 
honour  than  he  deserved ;  but  he  could  not  but  feel  and  ac- 
knowledge it  to  be  a  complimeait,  when  the  right  htmourable 
gentleman  was  pleased  so  far  to  flatter  him,  as  to  say,  that  the 
arguments  he  had  tak«i  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  house  with, 
when  he  made  the  motion,  had  in  any  degree  contributed  to  fix 
his  vote  in  its  support.  Of  such  a  compliment  he  was  indeed 
proud,  because  conscious  as  he  was  that  he  stood  up  in  a  good 
cause,  the  advocate  for  miUioos,  and  the  advocate  for  strict 
justice,  to  find  he  was  likely  to  prove  successful,  could  not  but 
afibrd  him  the  most  solid  sadsfactitHi.  He  was  the  more  happy 
also,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  by  his  conduct,  had 
proved  (what  he  should  always  be  happy  to  bear  witness  to) 
that  however  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  had  diilerences,  and  sMnetimes  warm  alter- 
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cadoDs,  on  various  politicBl  occasions ;  yet,  when  a  ^reat  na- 
tional question  that  called  for  the  aggregate  support  of  parlia. 
ment  fell  under  consideration,  their  polidcoi  sod  party  differ* 
ences  sunk  into  petty  jars,  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemao, 
laying  aside  all  party  considerations,  was  ready,  in  an  open  and 
manly  way,  to  oome  forward,  and  prove  himself  a.  minister,  who 
felt  for  the  honour  and  character  of  that  house,  and  for  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  otv 
jection  the  right  bonotirable  gentleman  had  taken,  at  liis  having, 
«■  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought,  expressed  himsejf 
rather  too.  warmly  respecting  the  individual  principally  con- 
cerned in  thdr  present  proceedings,  he  was  extremely  sorry  if 
that  had  been  the  case.  He  neither  felt  nor  professed  to  kel 
any  malignity  against  Mr.  Hastings.  Those  who  knew  him  most 
intimatdy,  he  believed,  indeed,  he  might  say,  without  vanity, 
knew  that  he  had  no  malignity  in  his  composition,  and  that  he 
was  not  capable  of  feeling  such  an  unworthy  passion  against  any 
man.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Major  Scott)  who  had  spoken 
early  in  the  debate,  amidst  a  variety  of  extraneous  matter,  had 
thought  proper  to  allude  toa  conversation  once  more,  which  had 
previously  occurred  in  that  house,  at  which  he  was  a  little  sur< 
prised,  as  the  committee  would,  without  doubt,  recollect  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  ac- 
knowledging that  he  had  been  mistaken  in  some  of  hia  most 
essential  particulars.  If  the  reason  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's allusion  of  that  day  had  been  owing  to  a  part  of  his  speech 
the  preceding  day,  when  he  had  talked  of  Mr.  Hastings's  de- 
pendents, he  assured  the  honourable  gentleman,  upon  bis  honour, 
he  did  not  mean  him.  Wbea  he  stood  up  in  his  place,  the 
public  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  he  should  be  ashamed,  indeed, 
if  be  could  be  thought  capable  of  alluding  to  any  gendeman 
wbo  had  a  right  to  a  seat  in  that  bouse,  and  call  himself  the 
fiiend  of  Mr.  Hastings.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  that 
day  said  be  was  under  obligations  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  that  being 
the  case,  his  motives  for  attachment  to  Mr.  Hastings  were  truly 
honourable.  '  Gratitude  was  a  virtue,  amiable  even  in  error. 
There  was  something  in  the  frame  of  the  mind  of  man  which 
accorded  with  grateful  feelings ;  and  where  the  heart  owed  an 
obligation,  the  judgment  could  not  be  acute.  Far  be  it  from 
him  then  to  find  fault  with  any  honourable  gentleman  wbo  acted 
R  2  ,---1 

X.oot^lc 


244  SPEECHES    OF   THE  [FEB.  IS, 

Upon  so  DoUe,  so  pndsewortby  a  prindple.  Hr.  Sberidan  now 
added,  that,  after  the  vote  of  that  day,  Mr.  Hasting  and  the 
house  vould  be  at  issue.  The  budness  must  then  be  remored 
to  the  proper  tribunal ;  and  he  begged  in  the  interim  that  gentle- 
niea  would  recollect  (for  they  seemed  a  little  to  forget)  that  their 
votes  upon  the  distinct  charges  did  not  go  to  make  Mr.  Hast- 
ings a  criminal,  and  they  were  not  acting  as  judges/but  as 
prosecutors.  The  judgmait-seat  was  placed  elsewhere;  and  if 
Mr.  Hastings  should  be  acquitted,  unworthy,  indeed,  should 
he  hold  that  man  who  either  within  or  beyond  the  walls  of  par- 
liament considered  Mr.  Hastings  otherwise  than  innocent. 

7^  pKitio*  being  at  Ifi^h  ealkdfor,  atid  the  kotue  Untdrng,  tlUrt  appemrtd 
Jar  Ihe  mefMM  176 ;  offohut  U  68. 


PKTITION  FHOU  THE  CHAHBER  Of  COUUSRCE,  FOK  FUBTHSR 
TIME  TO  CDK3IDER  THE  TENDENCY  OF  THE  TUEATr  WITH 
FSANCE. 

B^fort  tht  Imut  retobnd  UleffMo  a  caiiiMJ((«e  ttpam  tkt  (reaiy  of  commvoe 
mdiitttdg<MMvUhFraact,ap*tUum¥>QtpTttaUedbjiMr.AldermaKNtmAaM 
from  eerlai»  mntffactxtten  atttmbled  m  tMr  ehamber  </  commtree,  prm/ing, 
that  iht  houtt  wouid  not  (hal  day  eamt  to  any  dtcitive  retolufion  ujxm  ih»  ana- 
mcreiol  Irtaty  mlh  fhnet ;  at  Iha  petitiatien  had  mt  had  leaure  to  wulerttaad 
the  trtaly,  and  rotufquenili/,  wtre  not  yet  moare  to  lohal  degm  their  utertttt, 
and  the  inttrtilt  qf  other  maniffaetvrert  tiwr«  lUcelf  to  be  t^eeltd  bg  U. — The 
petition  mu  oppoird  bj/  Mr.  Pitt. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  a  material  difference  must 
arise,  could  it,  on  the  present  occasion,  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  manufacturers  would  have  time  for  inquiry — and  that 
this  night's  discussion  was  not  to  be  concluded  with  resolutions 
committing  the  house  in  any  degree  to' the  acceptation  of  the 
treaty ;  and  for  his  own  part  he  objected  to  the  error  which  had 
gone  abroad,  that  the  house  was  to  be  involved  by  this  night's 
vote.  He  contended,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  house  would  not 
be  committed  to  the  acceptation  of  the  treaty  until  they  bad 
passed  the  last  vote  on  the  last  bill,  which  was  necessary  to  the 
carrying  into  execution  the  treaty.  He  begged  at  the  same 
time  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  material  point,  in 
wUch  he  believed  this  important  subject  had  not  yet  been  con- 
sidered.    The  Irish  propoutions  had  been  mentioned.     If  this 
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treaty  ibould  pass,  would  it  not  become  absolutely  Decessary 
that  those  propositions,  reprobated  and  rejected  as  they  were, 
must  be  revived,  or  at  least  that  a  system  of  intercourse  of  some 
kind  must  be  established  between  this  and  the  sister  kingdom ; 
for  it  was  totally  impossible  that  the  present  system  should  con- 
tinue if  the  treaty  with  France  took  place  P  He  wished  there- 
fore to  learn  explicitly  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
whether,  in  case  the  treaty  of  France  was  carried  into  effect,  it 
was  his  intention  to  revive  the  Irish  propositions  P  There  was 
one  other  matter  which  he  must  mention.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  contended  that  the  treaty  bad  been  between  four  and 
five  months  befwe  the  public.  He  denied  this  fact.  It  had  been 
but  fourteen  days — for  until  the  convention  appeared,  the  treaty 
could  not  be  said  to  be  before  them  -,  in  so  far  as  that  convoition 
BO  materially  affected  several  of  the  most  leading  features  of  the 
treaty,  and  that  the  whole  could  only  be  construed  by  a  com- 
parison of  them  both. 

To  the  manufacturers  it  was  unbecomingly  insinuated,  that 
some  parts  of  the  treaty  to  which  they  objected,  should  lie 
amended  in  the  convention.  This  lulled  them  into  silence ;  and 
now  that  the  convention  was  come,  not  any  correction  of  the 
errors  complained  of  could  be  found  in  it.  The  house  was 
doubtless  in  the  recollection  of  a  garbled  meeting  of  manufac- 
turers, artfully  convened  on  the  9th  of  December,  and  condEt- 
ing  only  of  three  persons,  whose  partial  resolutions  had  been  in- 
dustriously circulated  throughout  the  kingdom.  This  meeting 
had  but  live  letters  sent  to  them,  and  three  of  the  five  disap- 
proved of  the  treaty. 

No  innudiale  ojwtmr  bmg  giem,  the  tptaitr  put  iht  qu«*H<m  for  leaviag  the 
elmir,  wJkicA  ww  carritd. 

Fbbbcakt  15. 
coukikcial  tbeaty  with  fkance. 
Pmnnu  te  th*  Moffoa  beuig  node  for  tkt  tpeaker  Uaeing  tha  chair,  Cmplaiu 
Miaehin  rtmmJeil  the  houtt,  that  time  ptqitrt  hwc  requuiie  for  the  i^fon^ation 
t^memhert  <m  the  Mabjeel  of  the  eommereial  treaty.  T^ue  he  toiihed  to  haee 
bifore  ht  mw  eaUed  upon  to  give  hu  vote ;  for,  without  the  itfformafio»  whieh 
thtg  eontamed,  he  mai  incompttent  to  decide  vpom  the  qvttlioit, — Far  thit  rrauM, 
he  hoped  the  hovte  would  not  think  nf  reoalviiig  ittrff  into  a  committee  until  they 
had  tkete  papert  laid  h^ore  them.—Mr.  Pitt  obiertied,  \f  th*  paper*  were  nuif. 
tug,  they  toould  be  moved  for  at  well  la  the  eommitlee  at  at  the  prutnt  momnt. 


C.oot^lc 


a6  BFEECHES    OF   THE  [fEB.  l6f 

Mk.  Shbrioiah  remarked,  th»t  though  the  committee  should 
proceed  without  the  papers,  he  did  not  perceive  thst  any  incon- 
venience could  ariKi  but  what  might,  in  other  stages  of  the 
passing  of  this  act,  be  remedied.  Whatever  vote  they  thm 
gave,  it  could  not  prove  ao  decisive  aa  not  to  admit  of  htaog 
retracted  or  corrected  before  the  close  of  the  whole  business. 
The  bill,  after  its  commitment,  must  be  reported ;  amendmenta 
might  be  then  proposed ;  this  might  cause  a  re-commitment,  and 
again  a  report ;  it  roust  be  then  read  a  third  time,  and  after- 
wards passed.  In  all  these  stages,  gentlemen  would  certainly 
have  an  importunity  of  proposing  any  objections  which  might 
occur,  or  alterations  which  they  might  wish  to  adopt,  from  any 
additional  intelligence  they  might  receive  from  papers  they  had 
to  expect.  With  this  conviction  he  did  not  entertain  the  least 
dislike  against  going  into  the  committee ;  but  he  certainly  had 
a  very  great  objection  to  the  business  being  so  precipitately 
hurried  through  the  house.  On  this  occasion,  he  trusted  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  express  his  anxious  hopes  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commercial  treaty  would  not  induce  the  house 
to  forget  the  remainder  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Hastings. 
If  the  treaty  was  to  be  gone  through  entirely  before  they  entered 
on  the  discussion  of  any  other  business,  the  affairs  of  Mr. 
Hastings  might  be  referred,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  ad  calen- 
dar grtEcas ;  for  he  understood  that  there  were  now  above  three 
thousand  different  resolutions  preparing  for  the  house  to  digest ; 
and  he  supposed  that,  during  the  progress  of  the  jbusiness,  the 
minister  would  just  bring  in  about  half-a-dozen  bills  each  day, 
and  have  them  read  a  third  time,  for  the  sake  of  expediting 
a  matter  which  he  held  to  be  of  such  importance.  He  must 
remind  him,  however,  that  he  could  not,  from  past  experience, 
flatter  himself  with  the  hopes  of  passing  the  bill  over  so  glibly ; 
as,  in  every  stage,  it  was  liable  to  meet  with  opposition. 

The  Aewe  *Aort^  q/Kn*  rtmlvtd  il*t(f  mJo  a  eommiltn  oa  fAt  eommtrdal 

Fbsbuaby  1 6. 
pbocsedinos  against  mb.  hastikqs. 

"Hie  kommrahh  T/umat  PeViamnumed,  thai  tlu  order  qf  the  dag/brtkehont 
le  rtioh*  itie^  Mo  a  eomuUtrt  <^  the  tnholt  Aotiw,  to  contider  farther  nf  the 
ttvml  arOdt*  of  lAarge  of  high  erimei  a»d  mMemeoMurt  agaimi  IForrm 
HiMfmjn,  E*q-  he  nBU  read;  it  hting  read  aeeordrnglg,  he  moMd  la  dUmlarf* 
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Ik*  trdtr.  wkkh  httKg  mgreti  tn,  ke  wcf  mmiti.  fluU  tilt  houM  $liotM  ruoln 

aaid,  Ae  tsotild  ghx  Um  anueat,  provided  it  koi  mtderttood  that  tht  ortkr  thould 
he  farther  duchargtd,  ihovid  it  «o  huppti%  that  the  buHneu  of  Vim  amtmerdal 
(reafjr  with  France  letu  tioffinithed  bg  that  dag. 

Mk.  Sheeidam  contended,  that  the  charges  against  Mr, 
Hastings  were  undoubtedly  matters  of  iDfinite  EcriousnefiB  and 
importance,  and  ought  not  to  be  set  aside  as  secondarj  consider- 
atioDB.  He  begged  the  house  to  recollect,  that  something  was 
due  from  them  to  Mr.  Hastings,  whose  character,  and  whatso- 
ever could  prove  dear  to  him,  was  at  stake  ;  and  whose  fedings, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  be  sported  with  by  wanton  and  unneces- 
aaiy  delay. 

COXUESCIAL  TBBATT  WITH  FKAVCE. 
TTtit  dof  Mr.  Fbx  made  hU  hut  effort  to  Induce  the  hmae  to  take  tamt  tttpfor 
teearitig  the  cm/fmumee  of  the  Melhuen  treaty,  and  averting  the  dangtr,  Ul  which 
At  eontnded  it  wm  txpomd,  by  a  moMion  *  ththtmu  hadeome  to  the  preceding 
%ighi—a  remhtion  teUek,  if  not  foOoved  bg  tome  eorrttpondent  propotitum 
reipeeting  Portugal,  vKmld  man^eit  a  dieregard  to  that  »atiott,  Ullle  thort  i^f  a 
direct  affront.  He  con/^udtd  Mtith  mooing,  "  That  it  be  an  inttrvelion  to  the 
committee,  that  Iheg  do,  n  Ihefirtt  place,  proceed  to  eoiuider  <if  redneing  the 
dutiei  npon  vinet  directh/  imported  from  Portugal  i*to  Great  Britain;  to  that 
lueh  vintt  mag  pog  no  higher  dntiet  than  tteo-thirdt  of  the  d»tiet  to  be  impoted 
■{MM  ITMM  imported  direetlg  from  France."  The  motion  leat  oppoted  bg  Mr. 
Pitt,  M  itiieifering,  bg  a  premature  rMolKMoH,  m  a  matter  delegated  bg  the  eon- 
itilKlion  to  the  exetmiive  gooemment.  He  aiterted,  that  a  declaration  delivered 
bg  him  »  hit  jdaee,  and  a*  a  minitter,  that  each  a  negotiation  wot  pending,  not 
entitled  to  be  eomidered  ai  formal  parliamentary  i^format^on.  He  eoneluded 
mth  ttating,  that  he  had  every  reaton  to  expect  the  Kegotialion  leouldprow  »ne- 
eetifiil!  if,  however,  it  thoidd  not  tueeeed,  he  teotdd  lag  b^ore  the  home,  for 
their  jvdgmentt,  the  gromtdM  npon  whtek  it  had  failed. 

Mr.  SHKKinAM  affirmed  that  the  house  of  commons  was  t;on< 
stitutionally  empowered  to  interfere  with  treaties,  even  pending 
their  negotiation.  There  were  treaties  over  which  the  prero- 
gative was  paramount :  there  were  treaties,  also,  of  another  de- 
scription, with  which  the  house  was  particularly  concerned,  and 
which  the  execution  of  depended  solely  on  the  voice  of  the  hoiue 

*  "  Thst  it  appeus  to  be  eipedieot  tbst  all  the  articles  of  the  growth,  pro- 
dace,  and  maDufacturea.of  theEuropeandominioaeof  theFreoch  kiog,  which 
are  Dot  specified  io  the  tariff  of  the  treaty,  shall  be  imported  into  this  klog- 
dom,  on  paymcat  of  duties  as  low  as  aaj  which  sh^  be  payable  on  the  likt 
■rtidw  from  any  other  EoropMa  nation." 
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of  commons.  He  added  that  the  motioD  of  his  right  honourable 
frieod  {Mr.  Fox)  was  not  an  active  measure  in  favour  of  Por- 
tugal ;  it  was  a  poiat  of  right  due  to  the  Methuen  treaty,  and 
merely  a  motion  to.  do  that  immediately,  vhich  the  right 
honourahle  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  bad  pledged  himself  to  do, 
(granting  that  he  would  do  it  at  all)  previously  to  the  hill,  or 
hills  going  out  of  the  house. 

Upon  Iht  rapomibilily  which  the  mnuf«r  ogrttd  to  lait  upon  himttif,  Mr, 
Fbx  contented  to  vilhdntm  hi*  motion;  and  the  houtt  being  rttolotd  mJo  a  torn- 
Mtttet,  Mr.  Pitt  procftded  to  mavt  weveral  retolnlion*/or  impoiing  errtain  datiti. 
On  coming  to  that  nfferring  to  bramditM,  Mr.  flue  dttirtd  to  tnoie,  tpleficr,  <tl 
the  linu  Iht  datia  on  branditM  vera  meant  to  bt  rtdnctd,  it  hnu  not  intended  to 
BCCDMpuiji  the  alteration  mth  a  reduction  m  tkt  dutitl  on  mmt  t  Mr.  Pitt 
rtplird  in  the  t^rmatiee ;  oMd  alto  taid,  ht  inlendtd,  on  an  early  daj/,  to  propote 
a  ilill  greater  rednelion  on  brandiet  and  other  ipiriti,  from  certain  contiderattant 
of  mmwc,  awl  mlh  a  view  to  extend  the  ti/tleu  m  h^ppUg  and  tneeet^fnUg  com- 
menetd  three  ftart  tince,  to  the  grtat  preotntion  andaboHtion  nftmuggling. 

Mr,  Sheridan  observed,  that  at  length,  and  consequently  for 
the  first  time,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  confessed, 
that  his  much'hoasted  commutation  bill  had  fuled  him.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  it  one  great  ground  of 
exultation  upon  his  assurances  of  the  success  of  the  measure, 
that  it  would  entirely  put  an  end  to  the  smuggling  of  brandies. 
The  committee  would  recollect,  that  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  on 
frequent  occasions  told  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  tliat  a 
day  would  come,  when  he  must  experience  the  unavoidable 
obligation  of  confessing  the  measure  had  failed,  and  that  all 
which  he  foretold  had  been  verified. 

In  hit  replg,  Mr.  Pill  taid,  "  he  nondtred  loAieA  ht  onghi  matt  to  admire — 
the  eoiffldenee,  or  the  ignoranoe,  of  the  hononrable  gentieman'i  attertiont.  Conld 
any  man  in  hit  teruei  have  Miewd  that  eneh  a  epeech  at  the  honoiBrablt  gentle- 
ma*  had  JntI  delivered,  cokM  have  been  excited  bf  ang  thing  vhich  had  fallen 
from  him  f"  Sfc. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  if  he  had  entertained  the  smallest 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  his  recollection  before,  he  was  now 
convinced  he  had  been  perfectly  correct,  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  being  so  very  angry.  He  begged  leave,  how- 
ever, to  remind  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  not 
altogether  decent  for  a  minister  to  address  any  member  of  'that 
house  in  such  language;  it  was,  besides,  extremely  ill-judged 
of  any  gentleman  to  descend  to  it,  because  it  laid  him  open  to 
BO  easy  a  retort.    All  the  return  which  ha  should  make  wju  by 
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declaring  (what  he  was  persuaded  the  majority  of  the  committee 
must  fed  with  him)  that  the  ill  manners  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  were  not  more  conspicuous,  than  the  weakness  of  his 
conduct,  in  charging  him  with  confidence  and  ignorance  with- 
out a  single  argument  to  prove  the  foundation  of  any  such 
charge.  Having  said  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  the  com- 
mittee were  no  strangers  to  the  practice  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  when  any  member  showed  that  his  words  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  his  subsequent  conduct,  were  at  variance 
with  each  other.  On  the  present  occasion  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  bad  endeavoured  to  shift  the  charge  by  the  quibble 
of  a  word,  and  had  confidently  maintained  that  he  never  said, 
the  commutatitHi  plan  would  entireli/  put  a  stop  to  the  smuggling 
of  brandy.  He  would  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  take  upon  him 
to  assert  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  used  the 
word  enHrelyf  but  he  appealed  to  the  recollection  of  every 
gentleman  who  heard  him,  whether  he  had  not,  almost  as  often 
as  he  had  talked  of  the  advantages  expected  to  arise  from  the 
GommutaUon  system,  rested  a  great  part  of  bis  argument  on  his 
entertaining  little  or  no  doubt  of  its  having  the  good  effects  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  smuggling  of  brandy  in  a  very  great  de- 
gree ;  or  words  to  that  effect,  Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  whether  it 
was  likely  the  right  honourable  gentleman  should  have  confined 
his  argument  entirely  to  the  prevention  of  smuggling  of  teas; 
and  whether  the  abandoning  of  ^7^)*^  °^  ^^^  revenue  merely 
with  that  view,  would  hot  have  been  a  very  weak  scheme  ?  Mr. 
Sheridan  added  a  few  comments  upon  the  proposition  respecting 
brandies,  now  hinted;  and  said,  most  undoubtedly,  if  the  right 
faooourahle  gentleman  was  to  go  from  <»te  article  of  excise  to 
another,  and  commute,  the  duties  on  smuggling  would  be  put 
an  end  to  respecting  those  articles :  but  a  day  must  in  that  case 
arrive,  when  the  minister  who  pursued  such  a  system,  would 
have  to  come  to  that  house, .  and  to  ask  them  to  provide  for 
a  good  round  deficteocy  of  revenue. 


FBBBDA.RT    19- 

COHHKRCIAL    TEKATY    WITH    FRANCE. 

Mr.  BtOMfoy  prtMmled  tht  retolntitnu  which  flie  eomimllte  had  dineled  him 

to  rtporl  tolhehoiite.    Thtf  wtrt  rtodafirtt  time,  and  tht  ^e<iktr  pitt  th* 

fMMtiwftir  a  teeond  rtadmg ;  lehm 

Ma.  Shesidas  remarked,  that  he  considered  himself  obligm^^^ 
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to  trespau  upon  the  patience  of  the  house,  whilst  he  adverted  to 
some  particulars,  respecting  vhich  he  tiiought  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  should  give 
satisfactory  answers,  previous  to  any  final  decision  conceniing 
the  resolutions  coatained  in  the  report  which  had  been  just  read. 
What  he  first  wished  to  be  satisfied  about  was,  the  consolidation 
of  the  duties  on  the  customs ;  which,  if  he  had  understood  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  correctly  on  Friday,  he  meant  to 
mix  and  blend  with  the  business  of  the  commercial  treaty.  If 
this  were  really  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intentions,  it 
would  surely  be  highly  improper  for  the  house  to  give  their 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  report,  before  they  were  in 
possession  of  the  additions  which  were  meant  to  be  made  to  it ; 
and  much  of  addition  he  conceived  there  would  be,  as  there 
were,  he  supposed,  several  other  resolutions,  absolutely  oecee- 
sary  to  be  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  on 
the  other  parts  of  the  treaty ;  for,  those  contained  in  the  report, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  recollect,  were  confined 
merely  to  the  articles  stated  in  the  tariff.  Another  matter — 
which  he  must  again  mention,  and  to  which  he  had  received  no 
express  answer,  though  there  was  something  like  an  answer 
contained  in  one  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  speeches- 
was,  that  proposition,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  indispensable 
and  incontrovertible,  that  a  new  commercial  arrangement  with 
Ireland  must  be  set  on  foot  as  a  consequence  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  them  to  understand,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  bear  of 
the  Irish  propositions ;  whether  that  was  the  fact  or  not,  (Mr, 
Sheridan  said)  he  was  persuaded  that,  when  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  first  introduced  the  business  of  the  commercial 
treaty,  the  Irish  propositioos  had  been  upon  his  mind  through- 
out the  whole  of  that  long  speech  Certain  he  was,  that  some 
arrangement  between  Ireland  and  England  must  take  pla«  in 
consequence  of  the  present  commercial  treaty ;  because,  after 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  himself  stated,  with  a 
proper  disdaia  of  the  idea  which  the  court  of  Portugal  took  up 
respecting  Ireland,  (with  regard  to  her  not  being  included  in 
the  Methuen  treaty,  that  she  ought  to  be  considered  within  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  that  treaty,  and  that  it  was  a  nutin  part  of 
the  negotiation  now  on  foot  with  the  court  of  Lisbon)  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  suppose  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
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had  himself  negotutted  a  tr«a^  with  France,  without  having 
meant  that  Ireland  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  because 
that  would  have  been  to  have  excluded  Ireland  from  the  benefit 
of  the  French  treaty,  exactly  in  the  Bame  manner  as  the  court 
of  Liebon  had  excluded  Ireland  from  the  aitire  benefit  of  the 
Methuen  treaty.  The  idea  of  giving  France  privil^^  and 
advantages  in  Great  Britain,  which  Ireland  could  not  claim,  was 
■o  monstrous  and  absurd,  that  he  could  not  entertain  it  as 
possihle  to  have  been  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  in- 
tention. Another  material  point  required  some  more  explanation 
than  it  bad  received;  and  that  was,  whether  or  not  the  hover- 
ing act  was  not  affected,  and  its  provisitxis  done  away,  by  the 
25th  article  of  the  treaty  ?  A  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
said,  it  was  not  at  all  affected  by  the  present  treaty ;  but  he 
had  accompanied  the  assertion  with  no  argument  whatever. 

7b  Ihu  Mr.  Pilt  obtfrved,  that,  at  to  the  honering  act,  and  the  idea  that  itt 
»ptratitm  at  a  thrch  on  mntggling  teat  to  b»  ntpmded,  the  oMwn-  of  kit  right 
iMmmrabUfiitud  (Mr.  GmariiUj  to  that  jvMftoa  wot  /h%  ifffieient.  It  teat 
hf  no  meant  the  iattidion  of  the  parliei  that  Ihote  tahUarf  cheek*  agatati  UUeU 
trade,  eo»lamed  in  the  hoeeriag  act,  thouid  be  done  away  or  weaJce^ed;  on  th* 
etmtrerf,  it  mat  the  with  ^  ta<A  of  the  jnoHarcht  to  prevent,  a*  vnteh  at  pomhie, 
the  amiiimanee  of  any  tvch  practieei  between  both  kingdomt.  With  retpecl  to 
the  proeetdingi  inleiided  to  be  followed  in  the  bntinett,  on  eonelnding  the  treaty 
n  that  iaue,  there  wot  nothing  more  neeettaryfor  them  to  do,  than  to  agree  ta 
the  MCtroJ  retolutiont  eontained  in  the  report  from  the  committee;  and  leAtei 
anlg  went  to  a  co^rmalion  of  the  tr.r^.  T%e  honourahU  gentleman  had  iitqnired, 
vhethtr  it  teat  in  eoittemplalion  to  frame  aiqr  mv  taraitgementt  of  a  eonnwrnai 
nature  with  Ireland,  and  to  luia  neh  arraiigementt  a  part  of  the  tyttem  now  to 
be  adopted ;  bmtat  that  uai,  in  a  great  meamre,  ta  depend  on  the  ditpotilion  and 
iitclinatio*  of  the  titter  kingdom — and  at  it  wot,  in  all  retpeett,  to  be  eoiuidered 
im  the  nature  iff  a  ne»  and  totally  dittinct  treaty — it  vat  a  tvijeet  wlutk,  on  the 
preteal  oeeation,  he  thought  it  MgUy  improper  to  diientt. 

Ma.  SuEKiDAM  answered,  that  the  explanation  of  the  right 
hmourable  gentleman  had  not  given  him  the  leafit  satisfaction 
whatever.  He  was  a  little  amazed,  also,  at  the  silence  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  himself,  who,  he  thought,  would 
have  deigned,  on  questions  of  so  mudi  importance,  to  have 
favoured  the  house  with  an  immediate  elucidation  of  the  point. 
He  thought  it  impossible  that  so  monstrous  a  proposition  as  the 
giving  greater  privileges  and  advantages  to  France,  in  the  home 
market  of  Great  Britain,  than  Ireland  either  enjoyed,  or  could 
claim,  was  intended:  hut  he  eould  not  see  how  Irelaiid  eonld 
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be  aaid  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  adrantages  of  the  present  treaty, 
vithout  its  having  been  bo  stipuUted  in  the  treaty.  Mr.  8heri> 
dan  animadverted  on  the  tenns  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty ;  and 
contended  that  Ireland  was  no  where  mentioned,  excepting  only 
as  to  her  linens  in  the  dxth  article.  He  instanced  the  article  of 
the  tariff  respecting  brandies,  where  no  mention  was  made  of 
Ireland ;  and  several  others.  Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  great  variety 
of  remarks  upon  the  treaty,  which  he  termed  a  most  incorrect 
production;  and  said,  he  lamented  the  absence  of  the  right 
honourable  negotiator,  as  he  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
heard  from  him  the  meaning  which  he  bad  in  view,  where  he  had 
not  expressed  it  clearly.  He  mentioned  the  part  which  he  had 
taken  with  regard  to  the  Irish  propositions,  upon  which  he 
had  more  frequently  divided  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, than  with  the  right  htniourable  negotiator  (Mr.  Eden). 
The  present  treaty  was  so  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  evidence 
g^ven  by  the  manufacturers  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  when  the 
Irish  propositions  were  under  consideration,  that  he  presumed 
when  the  negotiator  of  the  treaty  returned  to  his  duty  in  that 
house,  he  would  publicly  declare  his  conviction  of  the  error 
of  almost  every  one  of  the  opinions  which  he  had  maintuned  (» 
that  memorable  occasion.  He  supposed  this  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  sent  circular  letters  round  to  the  manufacturers, 
and  declared  he  had  not  abandoned  one  of  his  commensal  doc- 
trines, though  he  had,  pro  hoc  vice,  adopted  new  ones;  and 
made  the  treaty  turn  upon  those  new  commercial  sentiments, 
of  which  he  had  probably  informed  his  friends  of  the  chamber; 
and,  at  the  same  time  had  said,  that  he  would  renounce  them 
when  he  came  back  to  England.  He  hoped  that  he  should 
hear  no  more  of  a  charge  of  confidence  and  ignorance  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  must  be  confident  and  ignorant 
beyond  all  example,  if  he  thought  that  no  more  resolutions  were 
necessary  to  be  moved  on  the  treaty  with  France.  To  convince 
him  that  there  were  various  additional  resolutions  necessary,  he 
would  bring  down  a  string  of  resolutions,  and  submit  it  to  htm 
and  to  the  house,  whether  they  were  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  be  moved  in  a  committee. 

Mr.  Put  laid,  "Mr.  Sligridan  had  found  fault  aith  him  for  hU  palienet  iK 
tilting  ttitt,  and  not  inftrmpting  him ;  aUhough.  he  coitfeittd,  Ihg  w^proooktd 
luperify  whieh  the  honourable  gtntlfiuan  had  iu*d  in  iptaking  vf'him,  wovM— ^ 
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Ae  coiiU  fett  nqi  tUrngfl-om  fi«  lumotirable  gtntltmaii'$  atptrity — hoot  hatn  a 
f^Uent  t«m,pta.tio»for  flim  to  hone  vUerfend  ni  hU  tlf-d^aux.  He  could  not 
htlp  vbtening  <m  tlit  itutnelUtn*  viliieh  he  had  rteeiixd  from  the  AnMuniUe 
faUlemoM  ; — Ikat  thmf  wert  m>  cowcUMtiny,  m  tmnrnug,  to  latcere,  and  aetntd 
to  koM  to  Utile  ^aitg  iR/ntftoH  ofgrali/i/inglheptrttnteho  dtUerrtd  them,  and 
lobe  to  tMtirtbf  calatlaltdfor  the  hauifit  oj  the  ptrto*  to  whom  thtt/  wert  ad- 
drttedjlhat  he  could  not  butreturathe  himo«rtdiltge»llem<mhit»armt»i  lha»kt 
for  the  ebUgatio*  he  had  conferrei\^<m  him." 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  was  not  codscioub  of  having 
used  any  asperities,  or  expressed  himself  petulantly,  angrily,  or 
in  a  style  unbecoming  any  member  of  that  house ;  and  if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  felt  that  he  had,  he  had,  indeed,  afforded 
him  a  piece  of  instruction  ;  for  which,  he  was  sure  the  bouse 
would  think  he  ought  to  confess  himself  indebted. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  went  into  an  examination  of  the  6th  article 
of  the  convention,  arguing  from  the  words  that  it  contained  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  The  preamble  of  that  article  set  off  with 
saying,  that  by  the  43rd  article  <A  the  treaty,  it  was  stipulated 
that  a  convention  relative  to  that  article  should  be  concluded 
immediately  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty ;  whereas  the  6th 
article  of  convention  does  not  settle  the  matter  of  the  13rd  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty,  but  talks  of  an  ulterior  conTention,  to  be  set- 
tled within  the  space  of  two  months.  Mr.  Sheridan  contended, 
that  the  convention  was  not  the  convention  which  had  been  sti- 
pulated for  by  the  43rd  article  of  the  treaty ;  and  that  as  an 
ulterior  convention  was  now  to  be  settled,  they  oug^t  to  wait  fw 
that,  previous  to  their  decidon. 


FCBBDABT   31. 

COMUESCIAL    TaXATY    WITH    FRANCS. 

Mr.  Blaehhvme  mtmtd  ai  addrttt  ^  eoN^roAitotiiM  (o  Hi*  Jt^ettg  oa  thia 

Ma.  Shexidan  observed,  that  for  the  present  he  should  waive 
all  investigation  of  the  general  argument  of  the  merits  of  the 
treaty,  as  he  conceived  the  question  before  the  house  respecting 
the  address,  related  to  a  measure  so  violent,  so  unprecedented, 
and  so  unparliamentary,  diat  no  other  ground  of  opposition 
ought  on  that  day  to  be  taken,  except  to  the  irregularity  and 
foulness  of  such  a  proceeding.  There  was,  however,  an  obser- 
vation or  two  which  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  which  he  could  not  be  wholly  silent 

;,  Google 


254i  SPEECHES   OF  THE  [FEB.  21, 

undn,  though  he  r^arded  those  observations  iis  maeiy  among 
the  trivial  endeavours  which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  D. 
PuUeney)  had  resorted  to,  in  order  to  divert  more  successfully 
the  attention  of  the  house,  from  the  weighty  suggestions  which 
they  had  just  heard  from  the  honourable  gentlemim  who  had 
moved  the  present  question.  For  this  purpose  the  honourable 
gentleman  was,  undoubtedly,  in  the  right  to  propose  any  object 
to  gentlemen^s  consideration,  excepting  the  point  immediately 
before  tbem  ; — to  talk  to  them  as  a  wool-eomber,  as  a  navigator, 
as  a  potter,  or  a  philosopher,  or  in  any  character  but  that  of  a 
member  of  ^e  bouse  ot  commons,  anxious  for  the  credit  and 
dignity  of  parliament,  and  attentive  to  the  preservation  of  those 
constitutional  forms  which  were  the  best  security  for  its  privi. 
leges,  and  which  were  then,  in  fact,  the  only  subject  in  debate. 
The  single  part  of  his  digressions  in  which  he  would  follow  the 
honourable  gentleman,  was  the  insinuation  he  had  thrown  upon 
bis  motives,  in  having  introduced  Ireland  as  an  object  insepara* 
biy  connected  with  the  discussion  of  the  present  treaty.  Mr. 
Sheridan  defended  his  conduct  in  this  respect,  and  commoited 
on  the  expressions  of  another  member  (Mr.  Hawkins  Browne), 
who  had  said,  that  Ireland  could  not  expect  the  same  toncessitni 
aa  France,  from  this  country,  because  she  had  nothing  to  ^v« 
in  return ;  and  concluded  with  a  declaration,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  this  subject  regularly  before  the  house,  when 
an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  gentlemen  to  support  their 
insinuations  by  argument  if  they  could ;  or  a  necessity  to  retract 
tbem  upon  conviction  of  their  error.  With  regard  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  allusion,  to  his  being  a  self-appointed  re- 
presentative for  Ireland,  he  should  only  say,  that  he  trusted 
some  credit  would  be  given  to  his  acting,  independently  of  the 
influence  of  such  a  nominati<Hi ;  otherwise  he  must  observe  that 
it  was  a  fortunate  drcumstance,  that  if  the  kingdom  of  Irdand 
had  a  representative  in  the  British  parliament,  the  lord  lieute- 
nant was  possessed  of  the  same  privilege ;  and  he  trusted  that 
it  would  no  more  be  suspected  that  he  was  influenced  by  preju- 
dices in  &vour  of  the  country  he  represented,  than  that  the  ho> 
Dourable  gentleman  was  directed  by  a  servile  acquiescence  in  the 
opinion  of  his  noble  constituent.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  entered 
into  the  original  ailment  which  had  been  first  suggested  by 
him  to  the  house,  relative  to  tbe  irregularity  el  proposing  such 
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ao  address  as  that  which  was  desired  to  be  voted ;  enlarging 
upon  hi«  fonner  arguments,  and  declaring  that  the  real  question 
was  not  whether  the  French  treaty  was  desirable  or  otherwise ; 
but  whether  the  vital  and  essettial  privileges' of  parliament,  con- 
nected with  their  deliberative  and  legislative  capacity,  should 
be  sacrificed  as  a  mere  matter  of  compliment  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne. 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  rose,  and  said,  he  meant  to  move  a  new 
question — the  question  of  adjournment,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  proposing  a  resolution  upon  the  subject 
of  the  extraordinary  docLrines  laid  down  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  doctrines  as  new  and  as  unconstitutional  as 
were«ver  heard  within  those  walls!  If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  entertained  the  notion  which  he  had  just  sug- 
gested to  the  house,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to 
have  risen  the  other  day,  and  declared  that  he  did  entertain  such 
opinions,  wh^  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  expreHsly  said,  that  an 
address  precluded  the  house  from  further  debate;  and  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  he  a  measure  proposed  till  every  other  step  had 
been  taken,  and  the  house  had  given  Ha  final  vote.  By  bis  silence, 
when  he  had  thus  talked  of  an  address,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  his  assent  to  his  argument.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  told  the  house  that  he  could  produce 
a  precedent  for  such  an  address  as  the  present,  and  had  instantly 
mentioned  one  of  his  own.  This  was  the  great  feature  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  administration^  which  commenced 
in  proceedings  directly  contrary  to  the  constitution,  and  had 
abounded  with  instances  of  outrage  against  it.  But  he,  never- 
theless, dared  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opmly  to  stand  up 
and  maintain,  that  ao  address  of  the  nature  of  that  which  the 
house  had  that  night  been  called  upon  to  vote,  could  be  justified. 
And  he  woidd  also  mention  one  particular  instance  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman^s  conduct,  which  must  cover  him  with 
shame  and  confusion ;  and  that  was  his  having  two  years  ago 
persuaded  that  house  to  vote  an  address  upon  the  report  of  the 
Irish  propositions ;  and  two  days  afterwards  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  came  down  to  tliat  house,  and  brought  in  a  bill, 
the  preamble  of  which  contradicted,  and  was  widely  different 
tnym  the  words  of  the  report.  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  complaining 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  having  charged  a  right 
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hcxiourable  Triend  of  his  (Mr.  Burke)  with  a  recantation  of 
principles  and  doctrines  which  he  had  never  avowed,  but  which 
had  been  avowed  by  another  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Fox),  concluded  with  declaring,  that  when  tlie  bill  came  to  be 
read  a  first  time,  he  would  move  to  give  his  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion, on  purpose  to  have  the  doctriaea  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fairly  and  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  put  rtpiUd. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
persisted  in  denying  that  any  member  was  not  free  to  give  his 
vote  against  a  bill,  after  voting  for  an  address  of  the  nature  of 
that  then  in  question :  he  certainly  would  wy  no  to  the  first 
reading  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  question 
fairly  under  discussion. 

The  hmttt  dividrdim  Mr.  Sktridaa't  aioHimHf  a^amrmKenti  Oft*  160 ;  nam 
936.     Hm  main  fitctf {on  mu  then  put  and  carried. 


COlfHEBCIAL  TREATY  WITH  FBAHCE. 
Mr.  FoK,  <{fter  a  ipeecA  t^f  ewuidtrabk  kiigth,  moved,  "  JSof  U  Un- 
to declare,  that  no  addratfrom  Ihii  houte  to  tht  tknme  can,  in  any  degree,  bmd 
or  phdgt  thit  Atnae,  in  ilt  legitlative  capacity,  or  bar  IMe  tabject'4  right  qfptti- 
tioMng  this  AoHM,  upon  anjr  bill  depending  m  parliament,  although  tuch  bill  be 
founded  upon,  and  coi^ormable  to,  mkA  or  addrem,  previoutb/  agreed  to  by  the 
home." — Mr.Fitlab*erved,  a»  h»  could  not  admit  the  neeeuiti/iffthewtotitm,  h» 
iBould  meet,  w  order  to  negative  the  ithole,  to  prtfix  the  foUoicing  wonft,  by  jBog 
^f  aaneitdrntnt,  vii.  "  Tluit  it  it  now  nectaary  to  declare,"  tfc. 

Mk.  Shebidan  be^;ed  leme  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
that  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  charged  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  with 
having  not  only  brought  in  a  bill  differing  in  a  vital  part 
of  the  system,  in  the  permanency  of  it,  from  the  resolutions 
grounded  on  the  Irish  propositions  ;  but  had  ass^ted,  that  the 
secretary  in  Ireland  had  also  brought  in  a  bill  there,  diffi;ring 
as  much  from  the  English  hill ;  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  of  Ireland  had  laid  great  stress  in  his  argument,  on 
the  circumstances  that  the  Irish  bill  did  so  essentially  differ 
from  the  bill  sent  over  from  England.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  bad  formerly  said,  he  no  longer  should  consider  him- 
self as  useful  to  his  country,  if  he  could  not  carry  the  measure 
respecting  Ireland  through.  Mr.  Sheridan  ridiculed  some  wtads 
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which,  he  declured,  he  had  taken  down,  as  the  reason  assigned 
br  the  right  honourable  gentleman  injustificatioo  of  the  address, 
▼is.,  that  such  a  visionaty  and  abominable  style  of  argument  had 
been  taken  by  oppositioa  against  the  commerciBl  treaty,  that  it 
became  necessary,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  carry  the  resolutions  up 
to  the  throne  witii  an  address,  in  order  to  convince  the  people 
that  parliament  was  not  swayed  by  such  sort  of  argument.  The 
oonsiderable  majority  the  treaty  had  been  carried  by,  might  (Mr. 
^eridaa  said)  sufficiently  have  operated  to  show,  that  however 
£ircible  the  arguments  of  his  right  honourable  friend  had  in- 
trinsically been,  they  bad  not  been  aUowed  to  have  much  weight 
within  those  walls.  Since,  however,  so  new  a  reason  to  justify 
an  address  had  been  stated,  he  would  advise  the  right  honourable 
gentlanan,  another  time,  not  to  rest  the  justification  of  his  ad- 
dress upon  a  casual  intimation  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  but 
to  confess  the  fact,  and  to  declare  it  in  expressive  words  in  the 
preamble  of  the  address  itself.  He  should  not,  therefore,  wonder 
to  see  very  shortly  an  address  bc^nning  thus :  "  Whereas  the 
right  honotu^ble  Charles  James  Fox  has  used  certain  abominable 
arguments,  of  a  nature  tending  to  convince  the  public  of  the 
fallacy  of  the  measures  now  pursuing,"  &c.  &c.  Etc.  Mr.  She- 
ridan now  b^ged  leave  to  notice  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  <^  minorities ;  and  declared  that  the  right 
hmioureble  gentleman  had  been  in  the  only  situation  in  a  mi- 
nority  that  could  make  a  man^s  voting  in  a  minority  con- 
temptible, viz.,  the  holding  his  office  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxchequer,  and,  nevertheless,  voting  in  a  minority.  Such  a 
situation  was  not  only  contemptible,  but  unconstitudonal ;  be- 
sides it  proved  that,  great  even  as  hia  respect  for  majorities,  and 
ardent  as  his  love  for  them  was,  his  love  of  office  was  greater ; 
since  the  fact  established,  beyond  all  possibility  of  contradiction, 
that  possession  of  office  was  the  first  of  all  objects.  Mr.  Sheridan 
at  length  returned  to  the  immediate  question,  which  he  particu- 
larly pressed  upon  the  house,  instancing  the  general  mode  of 
proceeding  all  through  the  bifsinesB ;  and  in  particular  the 
blending  the  two  subjects — the  resolutions  respecting  the  French 
treaty,  and  the  resolutions  relative  to  the  consolidation  of  duties 
in  one  bill,  as  unanswerable  proofs  that  it  was  right  to  come  to 
some  general  resolutitHi,  in  order  to  guard  the  constitution 
against  dangerous  and  (as  his  right  honourable  friend  had  as- 
VOL.  I.  s  r-  '       ] 
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■erted)  unnecessary  innovation ;  for  the  address  could  not  forward 
the  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect  a  single  day,  because  it  could 
neither  open  our  ports  to  French  ships,  lower  the  duties,  or  in 
any  degree  whatsoever  smooth  the  way  to  the  opening  of  a  cora- 
ntercial  intercourse.  Such  a  resolution  could  not,  in  the  first 
instance,  be  denied  to  be  true ;  and  if  that  were  universally  ad- 
mitted, could  any  one  time  be  assigned  as  a  more  fit  moment  {or 
puttingitupontheirjoumals,  than  that  moment  immediately  after 
their  having  voted  an  unconstitutional  address  to  the  crown ;  and 
after  the  contradictory  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  had,  in  the  early  progress  of  the  business,  argued  as  if  it 
were  right  to  pledge  the  house;  and  had  asked  what  reason 
could  be  assigned,  why  it  should  not  be  pledged,  after  having 
Bo  far  considered  the  resolutions,  and  approved  of  them  ?  Bat 
finding  that  such  doctrines  shackled  his  favourite  majori^, 
and  that  it  was  likely  to  diminish,  he  had  in  a  late  debate 
changed  his  note ;  and  at  an  advanced  time  of  the  night,  in  a 
most  equivocal  speech,  argued  that  the  address  only  pledged 
those  who  were  prepared  to  be  pledged ;  hut  that  it  did  not 
pledge  gentlemen  who  did  not  choose  to  admit  they  were 
pledged.  This  sort  of  double-edged  speech  ought  to  be  fixed  to 
some  certain  standard  ;  and  the  resolution  that  his  right  honour- 
able friend  had  moved,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  would  have  that 
«ffect. 

T^ guettionijf  the  amendment  mat  Ihtn put  andearritd;  md Cfftmeardi  tlkt 


Mabcb  13. 
COXUSKCIAI.    TKEATT    WITH    FBAKCB. 

Mr.  Pitt  moved,  "  Viai  the  duty  of  exeiMe  <m  brand)  thould  br  *$.  3d.  per 
fOoit :  lehiek,  vilk  the  Hi.  alrtadf  a^nted  ia  the  aut«mi,  wwM  make  U  ta; 
jitr  gaSon. 

Ma.  Shekioan  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  en> 
tertain  the  same  sanguine  hopes  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's scheme,  which  he  had  been  himself  ready  to  dedare  he 
entertained ;  and  one  reason  why  he  was  inclined  to  put  the  less 
confidence  in  it,  was,  that  he  recollected  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had,  two  years  since,  come  down  and  propoaed  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  home  distillery,  stating,  that  he 
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possessed  the  same  sanguine  hopes  diat  it  would  tend  to  add 
considerably  to  the  revenue ;  and  yet  the  very  next  year  he  had 
found  that  his  expectatioos  failed  him ;  and  had  been  obliged 
to  put  the  duties  on  again.  It  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been  able  to  get  the  ac- 
counts of  the  computed  quantities  of  brandies  smuggled  into  this 
country,  upon  which  he  had  rested  all  his  arguments  in  support 
of  the  present  measure,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  Fran^,  By  that  treaty  Great  Britain  had  stipu- 
lated to  lower  the  duty  on  brandy  to  7^-  P^i*  g^lon  ;  whereas 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  thought  himself  warranted 
to  lower  the  duty  to  5s.  per  gallon.  Had  the  accounts  there- 
fore of  the  quantity  of  smuggled  brandy  been  before  obtained, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  had  something  in 
band,  as  it  were,  to  treat  with ;  and  consequently  could  have 
treated  to  more  advantage ;  as  France  would  certainly  have 
given  an  equivalent  for  the  benefit  of  having  her  brandies  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain  upon  so  low  a  duty  as  6s.  per  gallon. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  built  his  expectations  of 
regaining  the  £  200,000  a-year  defalcation  of  the  revenue,  which 
the  scheme  o(  lowering  the  duty  to  Bb.  would,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, occasion,  upon  a  larger  quantity  of  brandy,  which  would 
in  consequence  be  legally  imported ;  and,  of  course,  the  greater 
quantity  of  duty  which  would  be  paid  ;  but  although  he  had 
talked  sanguinely  about  this,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
risk  the  loss  of  the  ^200,000  entirely,  but  would  ensure  a  share 
of  it,  by  an  addition  of  charge  upon  the  licenses  to  be  taken  out 
by  the  retail  venders  of  spirits.  To  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's reasoning,  that  it  would  tend  to  preserve  the  morals  of  the 
lower  order  of  the  people,  by  putting  a  check  upon  their  prac- 
tice of  draiD-drinking,vhe  was  very  ready  to  subscribe ;  as  every 
gentleman  must  wish  such  a  pernicious  practice  abolished,  if  it 
were  possible ;  but  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  two  aiguments  did  not  run  well  together, 
via.  by  lowering  the  dudes  on  brandy,  the  quantity  legally  im- 
ported would  considerably  increase,  and  thotce  the  revenue 
would  acquire  much ;  and  that  it  was  nevertheless  at  the  same 
time  right  to  make  an  addition  to  the  charge  paid  for  licenses, 
in  order  to  check  and  keep  down  the  cMisumption.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  planters  and  merchants  of  the  British  West  India 
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iBlands  would  be  at  all  satiefied  with  the  diiitiiiction  the  right 
honourable  geutlemaa  had  declared  it  was  his  intration  to  make, 
between  the  duties  od  French  brandy,  and  od  rum,  the  produce 
of  the  British  West  India  ishinds.  The  difference  of  Is.  was 
by  no  means  enough  to  enable  our  rums  to  stand  a  competitioa 
with  the  French  brandies ;  and  that  it  was  not,  he  believed  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  hear  from  gentlemen  more 
competent  to  speak  on  the  subject  than  he  could  pretend  to  be. 
There  was  <Hie  point,  however,  to  which  he  must  expect  to  re- 
ceive some  answer ;  and  that  was,  whether  the  right  honourable 
gMtleman  meant  to  make  any  reduction  on  the  malt  distill^ 
of  this  country  P  Upon  that  head  the  right  honourable  gmtle- 
mau  had  been  wholly  silent,  though  it  certainly  was  material; 
as  the  great  reduction  of  the  duties  on  brandies  must  necessarily 
ad'ect  the  consumption  of  home-made  malt  spirits  very  con- 
dder&bly.  He  did  hope,  therefore,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  give  him  some  answer  upon  that  essential 
point.  He  alluded  to  the  language  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  respecting  the  effect  which  the  commutation  act 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  on  the  smuggling  of  brandy; 
and,  after  much  reasoning  upon  it,  to  prove  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  expectations  at  that  time  had  failed,  be 
concluded  with  repeating  his  declaration,  that  so  lar  from  en- 
tertaining sanguine  hopes  of  the  success  of  the  present  measure, 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  professed  to  do,  he 
thought  very  differently,  and  did  not  believe  that  it  would  suc- 
ceed at  all. 

EAST  INDIA  AFFAias. 
Mr.  DtmpittT  nawd,  "  that  eoptei  of  all  order*  tent  out  bg  Iht  Direeton  nf 
the  E<ut-Imdia  Conpaity,  tinee  the  year  \7S*,  fin-Jading  ike  ttnaUM  in  IntBa 
to  tforrttpond  mlh  their  fnrndt  at  kme  rtlatiet  to  the  qffain  of  the  Eait-ImdU 
Qmpatn/:  togetharmth  eopit*  of  aU  notifieationi  of  the  taid  «rdw  i»  India," 
be  laid  Ufore  tkt  hotitt.     Mr.  Dmda*  honing  oppottd  the  molum. 

Ma.  SH£BiDANanBwered,that  tfaecontents  of  the  paper  proved, 
that  under  the  idea  of  enforcing  a  particular  order,  parricularly 
confined  to  the  confidential  serrantB,  and  those  in  places  of  spe- 
cial trust,  an  advantage  had  been  taken  by  the  board  of  con- 
trol ;  and  an  order  had  been  sent  out,  under  the  sanction  of 
which,  all  the  company's  servants  of  every  description  had  been 
generally  interdicted  from  vrriting  to  their  private  friends  at 
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home,  any  account  of,  or  opinion  upon,  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany tranRacting  in  India.  [Mr.  Dundat  derired  the  honoura- 
ble gentlemen  to  recdUect  the  toorda  of  the  paper."]  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan said,  if  he  had  the  paper  to  refer  to,  he  was  satisfied  he 
could  convince  the  house  that  the  true  construction  of  it  was 
very  different  from  that  put  upon  it  hy  the  right  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman.  The  paper  being  upon  this  handed 
across  the  table  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  began  to  read  the  ccmtents, 
and  to  comment,  as  he  proceeded,  with  a  view  to  fix  iu  meaning 
to  his  argument.  He  contended,  that  the  preamble  of  the  order 
stated,  that  it  was  necessary  to  eojoin  the  confidential  servants 
of  the  company  in  India  to  secrecy ;  and  that  after  it  had  been 
so  stated,  the  order  in  itself  was  general,  and  equally  binding 
upon  all  the  servants  of  the  company,  of  whatever  description. 

Mr.  Pill  iaeiag  alio  oppned  the  molion, 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  the  right  honourable  g«itleman 
bad  assigned  a  very  singular  reason  for  objecting  to  the  motion ; 
and  this  was,  not  that  he  had  any  wish  that  the  papers  should 
not  be  put  upon  the  table ;  but  because  he  would  not,  by  suf- 
fering the  motion  to  pass,  give  a  sanction  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced by  that  side  of  the  bouse,  in  proof  that  the  order  ought 
not  to  have  been  sent  to  India. 

The  qutttivrnxit  ptt,  and  Iht  haute  dividtd,  Oft*  30;  Mei  94. 


Afhil  3. 
PBOCSEDTNGS  AGAINST  HB.  HASTINGS.* 
On  Ma  I9th  qf  F^nurj  Mr.  Burit  oi»irvtd,  that  the  ktmte  haaag  »ow 
•alnm^  itdartd  upmt  too  ehorget  of  high  and  aintoUnu  delijiqtmici/,  tiat  theg 
eoutaiMdJit  gTmad*<^m,ptaehmtat:  thttoontrthtgrttortedtotheaiuUKimoda 
^f  proeekUns,  bg  a  vote  nf  ia^eackmait,  the  belter.  Theproptr  iltpe  wughi 
then  h*  takiufor  pmaUvug  the  party  impeached  from  qmtling  the  kingdom,  r«. 
moving  ku  propertg,  aUenaling  ang  turns  of  hhduji,  or  adapting  ang  olher  meant 
U>  etiade  the  endi  o/jnttice.  There  wot  on*  drcMmttanee  he  thavld  mtntion  that 
pointed  out  (Atl,  or  tome  other  proceeding  of  the  tort,  al  abtolittelg  neeettarj,  vit. 
not  it  mat  eoi^idenlly  reported  thai  another  gentleman  from  India,  itrongkf  im- 
pUeated  in  Ihe  trantactiont  of  Mr.  HatHngt,  and  againtt  ahtrnproertdingi  of  a 
MtTow  nature  teoaid  toon  ft«  hutilntrd,  had,  unlhin  a  thart  lime,  told  aul<iflht 
puhiic  fundt  property  to  At  amount  <^  £50,000.  Mt^or  Scott  mt^tprthind. 
htg  that  it  vat  intended  to  intinuaie  that  thit  propertg  hthngtdtn  Mr,  Hattk^tt 

■  Abstract  of  proceedings  coDtmued  from  that  nndei  the  hesd  of  Feb.  S. 
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gotitpio  MWK  tt«  ibw*  Umt  h  kad  *»  otmwtm  im  it;  tmd  («  deehn,  m^m 
iMAomw,  lJUl^«M  lA«  Hf/erRMiMM  lieponetMtdnlalittUtkt^airtofMr- 
HattingM,  km  etndd  1ak«  Mpm  Aiai  lo  attert  that  Aw  vAo^  fortum  WU  xX 
ejrecrf  £50,000.  Afr.  Pill  irfmied  tkt  ptode  of  proeeaiiag  adopUd  by  tkt 
kotut,  and  did  not  concnn  lAey  cmdd  tnU  ang  propriety  rtiort  to  any  olMer. 
The  dayfoUomng  the  hoiae  being  in  a  mmmiltee  m  the  ehargrt,  Mr.  Dvndtu 
MMJ,  that  at  noHea  lad  bren  girtn  Uat  m  cliaryt  tfa  teriout  nmftre  would  ha 
brought  forward  agabitt  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  kt  roald  mgget  la  tkote  rontemed 
M  the  protteuHoit,  that  it  *DtwU  bt  imcomtiiteia  with  lie  juttiee,  the  eandoar^ 
and  tkt  benevoiatee  of  thai  houte,  to  call  and  examine  a  gentleman  at  a  mtnem 
at  the  bar,  and  then  to  niahe  hi*  tmJence  the  ground  of  fulvre  erimination 
againif  himeelf.  Mr.  Bvrke  obtereed  it  wat  impoiiible  for  Ihoie  who  had 
brought  forward  the  proiecution  of  Mr.  Hatiingt,  to  Ihinh  of  hting  the  adva^ 
lag*  of  thalpemn't  teelimomet  who  had  been  the  intimtte  confidant  of-lht 
prineipai  culprit.  Sir  Elgah  knew,  undoiibtedlg,  too  mneh  of  faw,  lo  amaer 
any  queetiont  which  night  tend  to  criminate  hiinre(f;  and  thote  who  wtrt  to 
examine  him  would  never  inntt  on  hit  muaering  quetliont  ofrueh  a  tendency. 
Mr.  Pill  agreed  in  Ihit  opinion,  but  thought  that  the  witneir  thould  have  ttiek 
notice  of  tk*  intended  charge  at  migU  tend  to  put  him  on  hit  guard.  Mr.  Burke 
auenUd  io  IhU  propotUion,  and  Iher^ort  moved,  "  That  Sir  Eli/ah  Impey  ba 
tailed  in,  and  that  lie  chairman  be  inttruetcd  to  inform  him,  that  it  wat  pottibU 
that  a  en'nunal  inquiry  may  be  intliluted  againtt  himtelf,  on  the  ground  of 
ettra'oficial  inteiligence,  and  hit  general  conduct  in  India;  and  that  the  mb- 
Jeet  on  which  he  was  then  to  be  examined  may  lead  to  proeeedingi  eottneeted 
with  tuch  an  inquiry."  To  Ihit  Sir  Elijah  rejdied,  "  That  at  he  mat  cmmwm 
of  no  guilt,  and  at  there  wat  no  part  of  hit  conduct  which  he  would  with  to 
terrete,  Ihit  notice  would  mate  no  difference  in  hi*  withet  Io  give  the  committt* 
thefalletl  information."  He  then  unjencent  a  long  examinatioa  retpeeting  the 
trantaeliont  with  the  JVnioi  of  Parruckabad. 

On  Ike  2nd  i/  March  Mr.  T.  Pelkam  opened  tkefonrUi  charge,  the  lut^tet 
«f  which  wat,  the  eorrt^t  and  oppretiive  conduct  of  Mr.  Hatlingt  towardt  the 
NabtA  of  Farruckabad.  The  committee  decided  upon  thit  quettion,  ayet  112; 
noet  SO,  On  the  15lh  of  March  Ike  charge  relatire  to  eontrattt  and  talariee 
wat  opened  by  Sir  Jamet  Ertkixt.  Mr.  Pitt  Mtnurfiatr^  foUowtd,  for  tkt 
purpote,  at  h«  laid,  of  bringing  ^guetlion  within  a  narrower  con^att,  and  coit- 
tequenlly  thorlening  the  debate.  Tie  charge,  he  ebterved,  m^hl  be  divided  into 
Aree  dutinet  parte.  Thefirtt,  relating  to  the  extravagattt  termt  of  the  eom- 
tmctt,  and  the  violation  of  the  eompany't  orderiin  making  Ural  ;  the  teeend,  Io 
the  inereated  talarg  io  Sir  Eyre  Coote;  and  the  third,  to  lie  umearrantabte 
ircett  of  the  civil  expenditure  during  hit  admiaittralion.  He  concluded  bg 
moving  an  amendmera  to  the  pretent  motimt,  which,  if  it  thould  be  adopted  bg 
the  houte,  would  leave  him  at  liberty  to  vote  for  ike  general  quettion.  Hit 
amendatnl  wat  to  add  the  fallowing  wordi  Io  the  notion  : — "  In  rttpeet  to  the 
tontraetfor  bullocki  in  17T9,  that  for  opium  m  1781,  andto  the  increated  lalary 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote." — Mr.  Burke  adverting  to  thit  amendmemf,  taid,  he  eott- 
etived  himtelf  inditpentably  bound  loendeavow  to  re-amend,  by  iiuerting  teverat 
other  material  parte  of  the  ekarge.     The  eommittet  diviied,  Jktt  wpm  Mr. 
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Smit'*  trntniKunt,  tMA  mtt  evrrUd  by  «  mqforilg  of  nat;  and  tittn  iqxm 
U«  iMM  fuuHon,  wkidt  tnu  carried  by  a  wuf/ority  <jf  thirly-ftnir.  On  tkt  22»d 
ttf  March,  after  a  tearm  altereatitm  hetKcen  Mr.  Fratteit  and  Mr.  Pill,  rcUUiva 
to  ike  production  of  leme  improper  and  irrtltvant  tvidence  before  the  committee 
hy  Ike  formtTf  Mr.  WindhoTn  opened  Ihe  tixlA  charge  respecting  t^aoolakhan, 
the  Sa/ah  of  Rmnpore.  The  committee dimded ;  for  the  queeUon  96;  againet 
tt  37.  Th*  AOKM  being  rentmed,  Mr.  Pia  itpreued  hie  wish,  that  before  the 
ibNiM  MfroxnM^  a  dag  wughl  be  fixed  for  bringing  up  the  report  ^  the  tom- 
millee;  and  in  eoneequence,  Monday,  the  2nd  of  AprH,  mat  ehoeen.  Upon  that 
day,  previoiu  lo  the  bringing  iip  of  the  report,  Mr.  Sheridan  opened  the  eeoenth 
eharge,  relative  lo  the  corrupt  receiving  ofbriba  and  preientt. 

Ml.  Sheridan  rose,  and  desired  that  a  clause  of  the  act  of 
1773  might  be  read.  It  was  accordingly  read,  a»  follows: — 
"  No  goverDor-general,  nor  any  of  the  council,  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  accept,  receive,  or  take  from  any  person  <»:  persuis, 
oa  any  account  whatsoever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity 
or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  or  any  promise  or  engage- 
ment fot  any  of  the  aforesaid." 

The  preceding  abstract  having  been  read,  Mr.  Sheridan 
b^ged  leave  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  committee  the 
&vouf  which  a  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Burke)  had  con- 
ferred upra  him,  when  he  informed  them  that  it  was  his  (Mr. 
Sheridan's)  intention  to  use  as  much  brevity  in  opening  the 
charge  upon  the  subject  of  the  presents,  as  possible.  In  thia 
declaration  bis  right  honourable  friend  had  certainly  spoken  his 
smtiments;  and  as  a  part  of  the  evidence  given  during  the 
course  of  the  preceding  Friday  threw  a  decided  light  upon 
some  of  the  facts  which  were,  previously  to  the  intervention  of 
Utat  complete  elucidation,  in  some  degree,  obscured  and  doubt- 
fu),  he  felt,  with  redoubled  force,  his  early  and  indisputable 
conviction,  that  brevity  and  perspicuity  were  the  only  matters 
necessary  to  imprint  the  trutii  of  the  facts  contained  in  th* 
charge  upon  the  perceptions  of  the  ccnnmittee ;  and  to  press 
home  to  their  minds  a  lively  and  indignant  sense  of  the  enormity 
of  the  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  exemplified  in  these  several 
and  distinctly  alleged  accusations,  if  either  the  one  or  the  other 
point  remained  yet  to  be  accomplished.  Honoured,  upon  a 
former  occasion,  with  the  almoAt  unprecedented  indulgence  of 
the  committee,  he  would  not  offer  so  ungrateful  a  return  to  the 
liberality  of  their  feelings,  as  to  suppose  that  they  would  not  do 
him  the  justice  to  believe  that  it  was  far  indeed  from  any  great 
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wiUingneu  on  hb  port  that  he  had  been  induced  to  trespsM  a 
second  time  upon  their  patience ;  but,  when  he  remembered 
that  it  nould  ill  become  him  to  refuse  his  feeble  aid  to  those 
who  had,  with  equal  zeal  in  this  momentous  cause,  stepped  for- 
ward, as  much  as  it  was  possible,  under  the  inevitable  restraints 
of  an  attention  divided  by  occupations  more  multiplied  and 
varied  than  his  own ; — when  he  considered  the  importance  of 
the  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings; 
— when  he  reflected  how  much  the  character  of  that  house  and 
its  honour,  and  (what  was  still  more  material)  the  honour  and 
the  justice  of  the  country,  were  implicated  in  the  business; — 
when  he  consulted  bis  own  serious  and  sincere  feelings  on  the 
subject — ^be  could  not  refuse  to  lend  himself  to  the  occasion,  and 
discharge  his  duty,  by  exerting  his  best  endeavours  to  accelerate 
the  progress  of  this  interesting  business,  by  assisting  to  draw  tt 
nearer  to  that  conclusion,  of  which  the  distance  appeared,  at 
last,  considerably  diminished.  The  subject  which,  at  presoit, 
demanded  an  investigation,  was  necessarily  much  colder  and 
drier  than  that  which,  upon  a  preceding  occasion,  he  had  been 
so  liberally  permitted  to  state  to  the  committee.  No  horrible 
accounts  of  the  sacrilegious  plunder  of  defenceless  parents,  were 
now  to  be  addi'essed  to  their  painfully-excited  notice  ;  no  enu- 
meration of  barbarities,  perpetrated  against  the  aged  and  guilt- 
less  mothers  by  their  unnatural  offspring; — but  the  narratiut 
was  nevertheless  equally,  if  not  still  more  important ;  as  it  went 
to  establish  the  stubborn  fact,  that  corruption  had  been  the 
leading  principle  of  all  the  actions  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  India  I — 
though  Heaven  forbid  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  prove  guilty  to 
the  extent  set  up  by  his  friends,  in  what  had  been  denominated  his 
defence  !  Perhaps  more  hostile,  than  truly  serviceable,  was  the 
anxiety  with  which  the  advocates  of  this  gentleman  met  the  de- 
served attack  upon  his  flagrantly-reprehensible  administration  in 
the  East  Indies.  They  seemed  mortally  to  have  wounded  the 
cause,  by  the  rash  eagerness  which  they  discovered  to  support 
it;  and  by  the  firmness  with  which  they  were  determined  to  - 
bring  resistance  against  every  endeavour  to  assail  it.  They  ap- 
peared unwilling  to  admit,  that  Mr.  Hastings  in  India  was  a 
man  of  unbounded  power  ;  and  that  by  this  power  he  kept  the 
whole  body  of  natives  in  awe  and  terror.  Once,  indeed,  (Mr. 
Sheridan  added)  he  thought  him  free  from  the  vices  of  avarice 
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and  ctvruptimi ;  but  now,  be  had  changed  his  opinion.  These 
moet  unfortuDBte  vindicBtorB — themselves  demoli^iog  their  own 
frail  plans  of  exculpatioa — bad,  indeed,  already  anticipated  the 
accusation  in  that  house  ;  and  in  no  particular  did  their  zeal  so 
far  outstrip  their  discretion.  Such  rash  defenders  of  his  conduct 
— aware  that  scarcely  any  attaiatmott  was  wanting  except  a  con- 
victi<m  of  the  receipt  of  presents,  and  of  an  accumulation  of 
private  douceurs,  to  blacken  the  catalogue  of  his  crimes,  and  to 
destroy  all  those  preteasions  which  could  in  the  miuds  of  men 
BC^ten  their  asperity,  and  allay  their  indignation  at  his  enor- 
mities — had  violently  affinned  tbat  Mr.  Hastiogs  did  not  amass 
treasures  for  his  own  use — was  not  corrupt  for  interested  pur- 
poses ;  and  although,  perluqw,  improvident  and  pn^use,  was 
not  mercenary  ;  and,  by  a  natural  consequence,  not  rich.  But 
it  iodisp^sably  behoved  them  to  go  beyond  the  frivolous  at- 
tempt to  establish  such  positions  by  mysterious  excuses,  and 
language  so  implicated,  as  to  become  nearly  unintelligible. 
They  ^ould  have  placed  their  vindications  of  him  upon  the 
broad  and  immoveable  corner-stone  of  truth  ;  upon  down-right 
fair  and  absolute  proofs ;  and  this  the  more  especially,  because, 
if  the  points  for  which  they,  with  so  blind  a  vehemence  had  ecn- 
toided,  were  open  to  the  admission  of  proofs,  the  means  of  in- 
troducing them  were  certainly  in  their  power.  Vainly,  indeed, 
had  these  imprudent  friends  of  Mr.  Hastings  exerted  the  facul- 
ties of  their  invention,  to  puzzle  and  to  confound  the  mind — nor 
was  it  astonishing  that  such  extraordinary  pains  had  proved  the 
cause  of  raising  a  proportionate  suspicion  ;  for  in  this,  as  in  the 
generality  of  similar  instances,  when  genius  became  racked  under 
the  consciousness  of  guilt,  the  ardour  of  defmce  left  its  pro- 
priety at  an  irrecoverable  and  shameful  distance.  There  was  an 
infirmity — a  weakness — a  scnnething  not  to  be  described  in 
human  nature,  which  almost  insensibly  led  men  to  think  less  of 
the  foibles,  or  the  crimes  of  such  individuals,  whilst  it  could  be 
proved  they  had  not  been  actuated  by  mercenary  motives ; — that 
they  had  not  proceeded  upon  a  principle  of  personal  avarice; 
and  that  the  increase  of  their  own  private  property  had  not  been 
the  object  of  either  their  rapacity,  or  their  oppression.  Swayed 
and  influenced  by  this  sort  of  weakness,  Mr.  Sheridan  declared 
he  had  been  among  those,  who,  at  one  time,  conceived  that  Mr. 
Hastings  was  not  stimulated  in  his  conduct,  as  governor-gencavl, 
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by  any  view  to  his  own  emolument ;  and  that  hia  fcwtune  wa« 
trifling,  compared  with  the  advantages  which  fell  within  his 
power.  But  the  more  close  and  minute  investigation  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  apply  to  the  facts  contained  in  the  charge,  bad 
completely  altered  his  opinion ;  and  he  stvrcely  harboured  even 
the  slightest  doubt  of  being  able  to  satisfy  the  committee,  that 
Mr.  Hastiugi  had  all  along  governed  his  conduct  by  corruption, 
as  gross  and  determined,  as  hisoppreseion  and  injustice  had  proved 
Kvere  and  galling.  In  reviewing  his  conduct,  be  hod  found  it  to 
spring  from  a  wild,  eccentric,  and  irregular  mind.  He  bad  been 
every  thing  by  fits  and  starts. — Now  proud  and  lofty  ;  now  mean 
and  insidious ;  nowgenerous;  now  just ;  now  artful;  now  open; — 
now  deceitful ;  now  decided ; — in  pride,  in  passion,  in  every  thing 
changeable,  except  in  corruption.  In  corruption  be  bad  proved 
uniform,  systematic,  and  mediodical ; — his  revenge  a  tempest,  • 
tornado,  blackening,  in  gusts  of  pride,  the  horizon  of  his  domi- 
nion ;  and  carrying  all  before  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  whilst  he  relied  upon  the  power  of 
exposing  fully  to  the  view  of  the  committee  the  criminal  pro- 
ceedings of  Mr.  Hastings ;  he  could  not  avoid  observing  that  the 
nature  of  his  private  transactions  was  such  as  rendered  it,  in 
general,  extremely  difficult  to  drag  them  out  into  a  full  light. 
They  vere  the  deeds  of  privacy,  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  mysteiy. 
The  committee  (Mr.  Sheridan  said)  would  please  to  recollect  the 
history  of  the  act  of  1^^B,  which  was  passed  with  a  view  to  deliver 
tbc  princes  of  India,  and  the  natives  in  general,  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  rapacity  of  the  company's  wrvants.  They  must  well 
remember  that  it  did,  in  the  most  clear  and  comprehensive  terms 
which  could  be  devised,  prohibit  all  the  said  servants  from  re. 
ceiving  any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner,  or  in  any 
account  whatsoever.  That  ad,  when  it  left  the  house  of  com- 
moDs  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  had  no  clause  in  it  authorising  the 
institution  of  a  civil  suit ;  but  merely  contained  the  authority 
and  grounds  of  criminal  prosecution  of  the  parties  accused  of 
having  violated  positive  injunctions.  When  the  bill,  however, 
came  into  the  house  of  lords,  although  the  commons  had  been 
satisfied  with  the  fair  prospect  of  a  future  security,  and  preven- 
tion of  the  evil  which  it  held  out ;  a  noble  earl,  of  the  highest 
law  authority,  (Earl  Mansfield)  expressed  a  different  opinion  ; 
and  had  deemed  it  so  necessary  to  take  all  possible  means  of 
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patting  a  stop  to  a  practice  so  oppressive  to  the  natives  of  India, 
and  BO  disgraceful  to  the  British  name  and  character,  that  he 
inserted  a  clause,  declaring  that  all  presents  accepted  hy  the 
company's  servantE,  on  any  account  whatsoever,  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  company ;  not  meaning  it  as  a  fund  for  their  be- 
nefit, but  only  in  order  to  found  a  legal  title  to  a  civil  suit,  upon 
what  is  termed  a  fiction  of  law.  Thus  strengthened,  the  bill 
passed,  and  went  out  to  India.  The  construction,  however, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  put  upon  it  was,  that,  by  the  regulating  act 
of  1773>  be  remained  at  liberty  to  receive  money,  provided  that  it 
was  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  company ;  and,  under  this  construc- 
tion he  difi, in  a  variety  of  instances,  violate  as  clear  and  obvious  an 
act  of  parliament  as  ever  had  passed — an  act  of  parliament,  con- 
cerning the  legal  meaning  of  which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  per- 
suaded there  was  scarcely  a  lawyer  in  the  house  who  would  Stand 
up  and  declare  that  he  had  at  any  time  entertained  the  smallest 
doubt,  or  felt  the  least  difficulty.  It  might  be  most  unanswer- 
ably proved,  from  the  words  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  even  he,  not- 
withstanding his  ungovernable  infringement  of  so  positive  and 
plain  a  law,  considered  the  act  as  amounting,  under  all  descrip- 
tions whatsoever,  to anabsolute  prohibition.  When  Colonel  Cham- 
pion, in  bis  letter  written  to  this  gentleman,  requested  to  know 
from  him  whether  he  should  be  justified  in  receiving  a  present 
offered  to  him,  the  governor-general  answered,  that  the  act  was 
BO  strict  and  specific  in  its  injunction,'  as  to  admit  of  no  palli- 
ative— of  no  discretion  on  the  port  of  the  conduct  of  the  servants 
of  the  £ast  India  Company ;  that  it  was  so  plain,  it  could  not  be 
misinterpreted ;  and  so  strict  it  could  not  be  infringed.  And 
surely  (said  Mr.  Sheridan)  it  was  with  this  view  only  that  the 
act  was  carried  into  a  law  hy  the  British  legislature,  who  could 
not  mean  to  transfer  to  the  company  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
that  injustice,  from  which  its  servants  were  so  strictly  prohibited? 
It  was  a  libel  on  the  parliament,  to  think  they  could  intend  to  con- 
fer  such  an  illegal  and  despotic  power  Mr.  Hastings  had  also  ven- 
tured to  ask,  whether,  under  the  praalties  denounced  in  the  clause 
it  could,  with  the  least  shadow  of  reason,  be  concluded  that,  if  he 
designed  to  violate  it  by  recovering  money  for  his  own  private 
use,  he  would  either  select  as  his  agents  the  public  officers  of  the 
East  India  Company — all  men  of  established  characters — or  pay 
the  sums  which  he  meant  to  appropriate  to  his  own  purposea 
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into  the  treasury  of  the  company  P  A  totally  overthrowing  an- 
swer to  this  question  would  be  involved  in  the  proofs  now  ready 
to  be  offered  to  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  suf- 
fered all  the  little  sums  which  he  took  privately,  ^ther  to  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  public  officers  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, or  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury.  On  several  occa^ons  he 
employed  his  own  ag^its; — ^if  not,  where  was  the  possibility  of 
accounting  for  his  declaration  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  the 
receipt  of  three  lacks  from  Nobkissen  might,  if  he  had  thought 
proper,  have  been  concealed  from  their  knowledge  for  ever? 
And  thus  it  was,  that  with  a  disrespectful  haughtiness,  Mr. 
Hastings  took,  the  liberty  to  upbraid  and  censure  the  Directors 
of  the  East  India  Company  for  ever  taking  his  conduct  into  con- 
sideration ;  or  questioning  Him  in  respect  to  that  which  they  bad 
a  right  to  know.  He,  besides,  libelled  them  with  the  intimation 
that,  unless  they  would  connive  at  his  keeping  his  share,  they 
should  not  participate  in  the  plunder.  He  urged  them  to  say— 
"  For  taking  the  money  you  are  censurable ;  but,  in  applying 
it  to  our  use,  you  are  deserving  of  praise,"  And  such  would 
virtually  be  their  declaration  (a  species  of  logic  well  calculated 
to  set  his  mind  at  rest !)  if  they  granted  him,  on 'this  head,  that 
full  and  direct  acquittal  which  he  claimed  and  expected.  Besides 
bis  plea  of  the  construction  of  the  act,  which  he  set  up  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  obvious  meaning  of  it,  be  vindicated  himself  in  the 
transgression  of  his  orders' from  the  Court  of  Directors,  whenever 
their  sense  could  not  be  twisted,  by  the  arguments  of  state- 
necessity.  This  necessity,  however,  which  goes  so  far  as  to 
supersede  all  positive  instructions,  should  be  evident  as  well  as 
urgent ; — Mr.  Hastings  never  attempted  to  prove  the  existence 
of  the  necessity.  The  doctrine  of  the  state-necessity,  assigned  in 
every  case — this  new  and  firm  ally  of  self-interested  rapacious- 
ness — was  not  to  be  received  on  the  present  occasion ;  the  point 
in  question  would  not  warrant  the  excess  of  his  presumption, 
when  pleading  in  his  defence  of  the  violation  of  a  positive  law. 
Whatever  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  done  with  the  mcmey  so 
exttn'ted,  was  out  of  the  question;  if  be  had  applied  it  properly, 
the  measure  might  be  suffered  to  come  forward  hereafter  in  ex- 
tenuation  of  his  guilt ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  committee 
were  to  look  to  his  disobedience  of  orders — to  his  infringement 
of  the  act  of  parliament !     Under  this  view  of  the  procedure,  it 
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must  be  mamfest,  tbet  every  rupee  vhich  he  received  was  taken 
in  full  defiance  of  the  law  !  and  that  an  action  would  lie  a^nst 
him  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalties.  Much  had  been  imputed 
by  him  to  the  generosity  of  the  natives.  He  did  not  question 
this  virtue  in  the  natives  of  Hindostan,  neither  did  he  doubt  the 
expertnesB  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  working  upon  it  most  effectually ; 
for,  with  so  much  power  in  his  bands — with  an  army  of  fifty  or 
sixty  thousand  men — he  had  most  certainly  the  means  of  ex- 
citing in  tlietr  breasts  the  flame  of  benevolence !  As  to  the 
facta  of  corruptly  taking  presents,  they  naturally  divided  them- 
selves into  two  heads:  those  which  preceded  the  regulating  act 
of  1773)  and  those  which  subsequently  bad  otisea.  He  would 
be^;in  with  the  latter,  as  they  were  more  likely  to  elucidate  the 
whole  charge;  and,  first,  he  would  mention  the  present  of  the 
year  1780,  of  two  lacks  of  rupees,  received  of  Cheit  Sing,  by 
the  hands  of  his  confidential  servant  Buxey  Sadanund.  The 
present  was  recdved  in  June,  but  never  mentioned  to  the  di.- 
rectors  until  the  relation  of  the  circumstances  formed  a  part  of 
the  contents  in  Mr.  Hastings's  letter  of  November  in  the  same 
year ;  aad  then  it  was  not  stated  from  whom  the  money  came. 
In  bis  defence,  Mr.  Hastings  had,  for  the  first  time  at  the  bar 
of  the  house,  deposed  that  the  money  came  from  Cheit  Sing ; 
and  that  acknowledgment  had,  perhaps,  been  occasioned  by  his 
having  learned  that  an  honourable  member  (Major  Scott)  had 
jnvviously  declared,  when  under  examination  before  the  select 
committee,  that  the  money  came  from  Cheit  Sing.  Mr.  Sheridan 
now  read  Major  Scotfs  examination ;  and,  commenting  upon  it, 
observed,  that  in  one  of  the  answers  the  honourable  gentleman 
declared  he  believed  Cheit  Sing  and  the  other  native  princes 
would  much  rather  give  Mr.  Hastings  a  presait  of  two  or  more 
lacks  of  rupees,  than  pay  them  to  the  company,  as  part  of  their 
debt  to  the  British  Qovemment ;  a  position  which  clearly  proved 
(not  the  generosity  of  the  native  princes,  but)  that  the  govern-  ' 
ment  of  India  was  founded  upon  a  system  of  corruption.  But, 
such  (it  had  been  urged)  were  the  prejudices  of  the  people  1 
Could  it  be  seriously  imagined  (and  this  at  a  time  whilst,  as  be 
should  beg  leave  to  impress  again  and  again  upon  the  minds  of 
the  committee ;  five  lacks  of  rupees  were  due  from  that  Rajah  to 
the  East  India  Company ;)  that,  although  the  acceptance  of  the 
gift  of  the  two  lacks  of  rupees  by  the  governor-general  of  Bengal 
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was  nnt  perhaps  attended  with  a  promise  of  a  reUxation  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  company's  demand,  rto friendly  and  seducing 
hint  had  been  given  of  so  generous  a  deugn  ?  A  raw  and  artless 
negotiator  might  not,  indeed,  have  thought  of  an;  compromise; 
but  have  pursued  the  obvious  line  of  conduct  to  one  not  half 
initiated  into  the  practices  of  extortion.  Such  ignorance  of  the 
true  methods  of  procedure  could  not,  without  injustice,  be  im- 
puted to  Mr.  Hastings !  The  boon  with  which  this  gentleman 
was  privately  presented,  did  not,  however,  divert  his  indefati- 
gably  faithful  zeal  from  the  prosecution  of  the  demand  of  the 
East  India  Conipany ;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, so  valuable  a  gift  was  no  inconsiderable  drawback  from 
the  pecuniiuy  powers  of  the  Kajah  to  satisfy  such  a  demand. 
And,  indeed,  the  facility  with  which  this  plundered  individual 
was  made  to  submit  to  private  extortion,  only  rendered  him  a 
more  convenient  tool  to  work  upon  in  every  case  of  public  depre- 
dation. Two  lacks  of  rupees  might  be  con«dered  merely  as  a 
palatable  wbet  to  the  voracity  of  his  appetite;  and  more  money 
wag  the  great  cure  in  view  for  an  inveterate  disorder,  vrhea  that 
wretched  invalid,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  underwent  a  dangerous  and 
most  fatiguing  journey,  purely  for  the  benefit  of  his  health ! 
With  regard  to  the  readiness  of  the  native  princes  to  make  pre- 
sents; let  a  governor-general,  possessed  <^  all  the  powers  of 
government,  and  at  the  head  of  im  army  consisting  of  60,000, 
end  sometimes  of  100,000  men,  led  and  commanded  by  European 
officers,  throw  himself  on  the  bounty  of  a  people ;  and,  doubt- 
less, (as  he  before  remarked)  an  unbounded  spirit  of  bene- 
volence would  prevaiL  But  to  return  to  the  present  of  Chdt 
Sing. 

In  his  defence,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  that,  in  i'JSO,  he  bad 
formed  the  plan  of  drawing  Mhadajee  Scindia  from  Ouzzerat, 
to  the  d.efence  of  his  own  dominions,  in  hopes  <^  laying  the 
foundation  of  peace  with  the  Mahrattas ;  but  that  the  plan  had 
been  c^iposed  fay  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Francis)  mi  ac- 
count  of  the  additional  expense  which  it  would  occasion.  About 
that  time,  Cheit  Sing  sent  his  confidential  servant,  Buxey  Sada> 
nund,  to  Calcutta,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  remission  of  the 
payment  of  the  annual  sum  of  five  lacks  of  rupees,  which  the 
board  had  fixed  as  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
That  request  Mr.  Hastings  peremptorily  refused ;  but  aamired 
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Sadanund,  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  annual  subsidy 
of  five  lacks  should  be  discontinued-  Sadanund  wrote  to  his 
master,  and  received  a  cmnmission  from  him  to  give  Mr,  Hast- 
ings tlie  strongest  assurances  of  his  future  obedience  and  sub- 
mission to  the  orders  of  government ;  and  he  was  farther  directed 
to  request  bis  (Mr.  Hastings's)  acceptance  of  two  locks  of  rupees 
as  a  present  for  himself.  His  reply  was,  that  he  cordially  re- 
ceived his  submission  and  assuraoces  of  obedience ;  but  that 
be  must  absolutely  refuse  his  present,  which  he  did.  This  (Mr. 
Sheridan  said)  was  a  sentence  in  which  the  words,  as  the  fact 
afterwards  proved,  were  a  little  transposed  ;  for  the  truth  was, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  cordially  received  the  present,  and  absolutely 
refused  to  accept  Cheit  Sing's  submission  and  obedience ;  since, 
it  appeared,  that  on  the  SWth,  Mr.  Hastings  sent  for  Sadanund, 
and  told  him  be  had  re-coosidered  his  master's  offer,  and  would 
accept  the  two  lacks  of  rupees ;  and  the  very  next  day  (the 
21st)  be  entered  the  minute  under  the  authority  of  which  the 
persecution  of  that  unfortunate  prince  was  bq^n,  and  from 
whence  it  was  pursued  to  his  ruin.  Other  men,  perhaps,  die- 
similar  in  iheir  views  and  temper  frcnn  Mr.  Hastings,  might 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  return  the  gift  at  the  commencemoit 
of  hostilities  against  the  Rajah :  but  the  governor-general,  still 
inviolably  faithful  to  the  great  principle  of  his  system  of  pecu- 
lation, reserved  not  to  lower  his  imporUnce  by  giving  back  that 
money  which  be  had  once  m  cwideseendingly  agreed  to  accept ! 
And,  here,  his  proud  and  surly  dignity  broke  out  in  all  its  ple- 
nitude !  Having  takai  a  sum  against  law,  although  the  pur- 
pose for  which  he  grasped  at  it  was  frustrated,  he  scorned  either 
to  acknowledge  the  fact,  or  to  relinquish  the  money.  The  reason 
of  this  was  obvious.  Finding  Cheit  Sing  so  easy  a  dupe  to  private 
extortion,  Mr.  Hastings  instantly  marked  him  out  as  an  object 
for  public  plunder.  Having  st^ed  this  transaction,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan took  notice  of  (whathe  styled)  the  strange  manner  in  which 
Mr,  Hastings  had  acted  with  respect  to  Uiis  present.  To  read 
the  whole  of  the  corre^KwdeDce  with  gravity,  was,  he  declared, 
utterly  impossible ;  for  such  a  mixture  of  the  diverting  and  the 
disgusting  appeared  in  almost  every  letter,  that  the  effect  was 
at  once  most  laughably  ludicrous,  and  most  seriously  alarming. 
But,  be  would  just  turn  to  an  extract  or  two  relative  to  the 
case  in  punt.     Mr.  Sheridan  then  read  a  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
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letter  of  November  I78O,  as  follows :  "  My  present  reason  for 
revertiDg  to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occasion  which  I  have  men- 
tioned,'' (his  offering  a  sum  of  money  for  the  company's  service) 
"  is  to  obviate  the  false  conclusion,  or  purposed  misrepresenta- 
tions,  which  may  be  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostenta- 
tion, or  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you,  that  the 
money,  by  whatever  means  it  came  into  my  possession,  was  not 
my  own."  Mr.  Sheridan  commented  on  this,  and  then  stated 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  respecting  it,  in  all  whose  letters 
concerning  presents  were  (he  said)  to  be  found  declarations  to 
this  effect,  "  forasmuch  as  you  have  taken  presents,  we  greatly 
disappraee  of  your  conduct ;  but,  inasmuch  as  you  have  applied 
those  presents  to  the  credit  of  our  account,  we  highly  approve 
of  your  conduct."  It  seemed  evident  that,  upon  one  occasion, 
nine  lacks  of  rupees  had  been  received,  and  only  six  lacks 
brought  into  the  treasury  of  Calcutta :  the  remaining  three  were 
not  yet  accounted  for ;  unless  it  could  be  thou^t  a  sulBcient 
elucidation  to  declare  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  Cantoo 
Baboo^Mr.  Hastings's  black  bribe-broker.  But,  was  it  pro- 
bable that  this  man,  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  governor- 
general,  and  having  amassed  an  immense  fortune  under  his 
auspices,  could  have  retained  so  large  a  sum  of  money  within 
his  hands  P  No !  suspicion  naturally,  not  to  say  unavoidably, 
turned  round  to  the  principal.  Yet,  in  their  letter  of  January, 
1782,  the  directors  did  not  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  Mr. 
Hastings's  account  of  the  whole  proceeding,  but  pronounced  it 
at  once  extraordinary  and  mysterious.  That  it  was  mysterious, 
was  undoubtedly  true ;  for  in  such  facts  as  taking  of  presents, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  them  to  the  company's  use,  he  would 
venture  to  assert  that  there  could  be  no  mystery  without  the  ex- 
citement of  a  just  su^icion  of  guilt.  Tbe  directors  in  their  letter 
observed,  "  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  there  could  he  any 
real  necessity  for  delaying  to  communicate  to  us  immediate  in- 
formation of  the  channel  by  which  the  money  came  into  Mr. 
Hastings's  possession,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause 
or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event."  And  in  the  same  letter, 
speaking  of  this  sum  taken  from  Cheit  Sing,  and  of  other  monies ' 
of  a  umilar  description,  they  said,  "  We  shall  suspend  our 
judgment,  without  approving  in  the  least  d^ree,  or  proceeding 
to  censure  the  conduct  <A  our  goveroor^neral  for  this  tnuiaac- 
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tion."  The  next  time  the  directors  heard  an;  thing  more  of  this, 
was  by  a  letter,  dated  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  as  Mr.  Larkias 
had  sworn  ;  but  not  sent  till  the  16th  of  December  in  the  same 
year ;  and  singular  was  the  fate  of  this  letter  of  the  governor- 
general,  which  had,  in  so  eaitraordinary  a  manner  been  delayed 
in  India !  This  letter,  Mr.  Lartdns,  with  officious  care,  would 
not  deliver  until  the  very  moment  in  which  the  ship  sailed,  be- 
cause he  well  rectdlected  that  letters  had  been  either  forgotten 
or  mislaid,  if  given  to  the  captain  long  before  the  departure  of 
the  vessel.  The  ResoluUon  was  the  last  ship  of  the  season  dis- 
patched for  Europe ;  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  well<manned  to 
carry  the  governor-general's  letter,  although  the  governor-general 
declared,  that  his, ^ood  genitu  had  dictated  its  contents.  The 
Resolution  was  thought  safe  enough  to  bring  a  rich  freight, 
many  valuable  bills  and  bonds,  and  a  vanety  of  important  Ut- 
ters and  dispatches;  but  hod  the  governor-generars  letter  been 
put  on  board  the  vessel,  such  a  weighty  cargo  would  undoubt- 
edly have  sunk  her  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  That  packet 
could  only  be  brought  home  securely  in  the  Lively.  It  should 
appear  ther^ore,  that  there  was  something  in  the  very  name  of 
the  ship  which  lent  the  letter  safety,  and  adapted  itself  to  its 
style  and  contents:  and  yet  this  most  unlucky  letter  appears, 
indeed,  to  have  met  with  as  many  strange  and  unexpected  dis- 
appointments as  that  written  by  the  miserable  Romeo,  and  in- 
trusted to  the  care  of  Friar  John. 

How  equally  unfortunate,  also,  must  it  have  proved,  if  the 
Lively  had  been  absent  upon  any  other  station.  Some  impure 
article  might  probably  have  made  its  way  into  the  hold  of  the 
ill-manned  and  crazy  Resolution  !  The  superstitious  piety  of 
Mr.  Larkins  might,  periiaps,  have  inclined  him  to  apprehend, 
that  in  such  a  case,  the  Resolution  would  have  foundered — 
have  sunk  perhaps  in  the  Ganges,  without  even  one  convenient 
diving  negro  near  to  rescue  the  important  letter  from  the  de- 
vouring waves!  Yet,  even  thus  rescued,  the  letter  might  have 
suffered  under  a  total  and  dreadfully  irremediable  obliteration 
of  its  intericff  contents,  with  itot  one  single  vestige  of  writing 
left,  excepting  the  address :  and,,  after  all,  (intrepid  though 
the   sailors  are)   the   Resolution  had   not  a  crew   sufficientiy 

daring   to  venture  Upon   carrying   to   England the 

/uat^eation  of  Mr.  Hastings  ! 
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On  this  occasion,  it  seemed  fair  to  say,  why  not  send  the  letter 
to  Madras,  for  the  chance  of  a  ship  from  that  settlement? 
Mr.  LarkiiiB  dispatched  this  letter  from  the  country,  and  to 
Mr.  Auriol,  the  Secretary  at  Calcutta ;  yet,  he  would  not  touch 
it,  but  caused  it  to  be  returned,  declaring  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  act  of  parliament  for  any  of  the  company's  servants  to 
write  home  to  the  directors.  Thus  it  failed  in  one  iastance. 
Mr.  Sheridan  stated  how  it  had  failed  in  others,  and  traced  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  tended  to  impede  its  being  di&> 
patched  by  the  Resolution,  till  just  on  the  eve  of  its  being  sent 
away,  Mr.  Larkins  advised  Mr.  Hastings  to  open  it,  in  order 
to  suffer  him  to  make  an  affidavit,  that  it  was  written  on  the 
22nd  of  May ;  and  to  let  the  affidavit  accompany  it.  Mr.  Lar- 
kins accordingly  look  an  affidavit  before  Mr.  Justice  Hyde,  that 
the  letter  had  been  written  by  him  on  the  22nd  of  May,  from 
rough  draughts,  furnished  by  Mr.  Hastings.  This  was  a  proof 
that  Mr.  Hastings  thought  the  letter  of  the  moat  serious  import* 
ance  to  himself;  and  that  it  was  extremely  material  for  him  to 
establish  the  fact,  that  it  had  not  been  written  on  the  prcBuirt 
of  the  suspicion,  but  that  the  mean  imputation  to  which  the 
delay  exposed  him,  from  the  occanon  which  the  late  parliameo- 
tary  inquiries  had  furnished,  was  a  matter  to  be  regarded  by 
him  as  singularly  unfortunate.  Undoubtedly  the  run  of  much 
ill-luck  had  gone  against  him ;  and  so  unpromising  were  appear- 
ances in  his  favour,  that  it  did  not  require  any  great  share  cj 
incredulity  to  suspect  that  the  letter  was  written,  not  before, 
but  after  he  had  heard  of  certain  changes  in  the  politics  of  this 
country,  which  might  make  him  at  length  adopt  a  new  opi- 
nion with  respect  to  the  best  artifice  for  his  own  security  ;  and 
conceive  that  a  voluntary  confession  would  prove  one  of  the 
least  fallible  preservations  from  detection.  The  conduct  of 
Mr.  Larkins,  most  certainly,  was  suspicious ;  and  Mr,  Sheridan 
said,  he  trusted  that  no  person  would  do  Aim  the  injustice  to 
conceive  that  he  harboured  cruel,  and,  of  course,  unworthy 
notions  against  mankind,  when  he  <^»erved  that  he  saw  the 
workings  of  gratitude  so  powerful  in  tbe  hearts  of  individuals, 
as  to  eradicate  every  other  feeling  of  duty.  Mr.  Larkins  had 
taken  the  most  extraordinary  pains  to  acquit  his  friend  and 
patron,  Mr.  Hastings.  How  well  his  efforts  succeeded,  tbe 
committee  must  determine.     Mr.  Sheridan  dow  remarked,  that 
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he  should  beg  leave  to  enter  upon  a  short  investigatioa  of  the 
second  money  traoBactioQ,  which  Mr.  Hastin;^  had  represented 
AS  having  some  affiaity  with  the  former  anecdote  ;  and  this  was 
a  demand  upcm  the  council  for  money  of  his  own,  described  as 
having  been  expended  in  the  company's  service,  to  the  amount 
of  ^34,500,  toe  which  be  bad  desired  to  have  three  bonds ; 
and,  here,  it  seemed  necessary  to  refer  to  the  defence  of  Mr. 
Hastings  respecting  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction.  In 
that  defence,  the  governor-general  stated,  that  being  in  the 
year  l'JB3  in  actual  want  of  a  sum  of  money  for  his  private 
expenses,  owing  to  the  company's  not  having  at  that  time  sufli- 
dent  cash  in  their  treasury  to  pay  his  salary,  he  borrowed  three 
lacks  of  rupees  from  Rajali  Nobkissen,  an  inhabitant  of  CaU. 
cutta,  whom  he  desired  to  call  upon  him  with  a  bond  properly 
filled  up ;  that  Nobkissen  did  call;  but,  when  Mr.  Hastings 
was  going  to  execute  it,  Nobkissen  entreated  that  be  would 
rather  accept  the  mon^  than  execute  the  bond.  In  short,  that 
he  neither  accepted  the  offer,  nor  refused  it ;  but  kept  the 
rajah,  during  the  space  of  several  months,  plunged  into  a  state 
of  the  most  tormenting  anxiety.  And  now  it  might  seem  reason- 
able to  imagine,  that,  at  last,  the  matter  dropped ; — quite  the 
contrary  ;  Mr.  Hastings  took  the  money,  but  neither  gave  the 
bond,  nor  was  mean  enough  to  think  of  returning  the  money  ; 
his  pride  forbade  it ;  it  was  a  fresh  proof  of  the  dread  which 
the  natives  entertained  of  the,  governor's  pledge  of  faith.  *'  Take 
my  money,  and  welcome,"  said  Nobkissen;  "  but  place  me  not 
within  the  peril  of  your  promise ;  pledge  not  your  faith  to  me ! 
I  know  too  well  the  consequences;  I  have  heard  of  the  treaty  of 
Chunar ;  I  have  heard  of  the  usage  of  Fyzoolah  Khan  !  I  have 
heard  of  other  shameful  drcumstances  which  followed  the  most 
soiemn  engagements  of  the  Oovemor-Geoeral  of  India .'" 

Thus  did  Mr.  Hastings  fill  the  breast  of  this  unfortunate 
man  with  painful  apprehensions,  lest  when  he  returned  home 
he  should  find  a  b<md  thrust,  perhaps,  underneath  his  door  at 
midnight,  or  by  some  unworthy  stratagem  placed  upon  his  table. 
He  knew  too  well,  that  all  who  had  been  honoured  with  his 
favour  became  irrecoverably  ruined.  His  various  guarantees, 
bis  treaties,  and  his  sacred  compacts,  with  every  lamentable 
c<msequence,  were  present  to  his  afflicted  imagination.  The 
rapacity  of  Mr.  Hastings  he  could  toterste ;  but  he  shrunk  with 
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horror  from  his  protestationB  and  his  pledge  of  faith  ;  a  most 
ananswerabU  proof,  that  of  all  the  monied  men  pluodered  by 
the  governor-general,  Nobkiaaeo  entertained  the  truest  notiooa 
of  bis  character.  In  mercy,  however,  Mr.  Hastings  came  away 
from  Calcutta  without  acting  so  crueHjf  as  to  send  Nohkissen 
the  bond ;  or  so  piHfuUy  as  to  repay  the  money ;  and,  upon 
this  occasion  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  Nohkissen  was 
notoriously  the  most  avaricious  hlack  man  in  Bengal:  but,  in 
the  description  of  this  insatiable  thirst  for  money,  it  was -not 
meant  to  draw  an  invidious  comparison  between  the  rajah  and  < 
a  ttiaintereated  Kuropean !  He  would  not  insist  on  the  un* 
precedented  charge  of  contingent  expenses  for  a  period  of  more 
than  twelve  years  i  nor  on  the  particulars  of  this  charge,  which 
was  principally  for  translating  the  Mahomedan  laws,  which  he 
had  destroyed,  and  other  services  of  a  nature  equally  useless. 
In  that  famous  letter  which,  in  his  progress  to  Lucknow,  he 
wrote  to  the  directors,  he  had  the  assurance  to  request  that  this 
sum  might  be  aUotted  to  his  use,  that  he  might  not  be  doomed 
to  poverty  and  obscurity,  after  a  life  spent  in  the  accumulation 
of  croreg  for  their  advantage.  But  he  had  gone  farther ;  he  had 
taken  it  upon  himself  to  place  this  sum  to  his  credit  without  the 
consent  of  the  Company ;  thus^Miyjn^,  contrary  to  law,  a  debt 
which  he  had  contracted  against  authority !  This  proceeding 
could  not  be  justified  by  Mr.  Hastings,  even  on  the  principles 
which  he  had  himself  laid  down  in  his  construction  of  the 
R^ulating  Act ;  for  here  be  mult  acknowledge  that  he  had 
taken  money  privately,  which  he  did  not  apply  to  the  use  of  the 
Company,  but  to  his  own ;  as,  whether  he  seized  it  in  the  first 
instance,  or  paid  it  to  himself  afterwards  without  authority,  it 
was  exactly  the  same.  Hitherto  nothing  arose,  excepting  mya- 
tery  and  (Ascurity  in  the  transactions,  and  in  the  defence  made 
by  the  governor-general ;  but  if  the  committee  were  di^x»ed 
to  think  (as  he  concaved  they  might  be  inclined)  that  no  circum- 
stances could  exceed  those  to  which  he  adverted,  they  were 
mistaken — for,  all  was  aimj^Acily  and  plain  deaUng  itself,  when 
compared  with  what  followed  ! 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  remarked,  that  he  should  next  o^  to  the 
connderatiou  of  the  committee  a  taarueuvre  (of  which  the  par- 
ticulars were  not  included  in  the  charges)  for  the  humane  pur- 
pose of  squeezing  ten  lacks  of  rupees  from  tbe  nabob  virier,  at 
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C^iunar.  The  circumstances  of  this  transaction  had  been  too 
recently  discussed  to  render  much  additi<Hial  information  neces- 
sary. This  generotu  act  was  to  assume  the  curioiu  fonn  of  the 
refusal  of  an  offer  which  the  vizier  was  mppoaed  to  have  made  I 
Mr.  MiddletoD,  the  resident  appointed  by  Mr.  Hastings ; — Mr. 
MiddletoD,  who  had  gone  svck  lengths  with  him  before,  on  a 
sudden  became  conscientious  ;  and,  like  a  tick  with  a  p7etkora 
of  blood,  was  satiated  with  plunder :— quite  gorged,  and  torpid ! 
Even  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  could  not  think  of  ac- 
cepting this  offer,  (which  however,  the  nabob  had  not,  at  any 
time  made)  and  Major  Palmer  was  actually  sent  to  persuade 
Aim  not  to  keep  the  resolution  to  which  he  had  come,  of  present- 
ing Mr.  Hastings  with  another  £100,000 — thus  by  a  kind  of 
ingenuity,  by  a  perversion  unknown  in  this  dvB  climate,  con- 
veying a  demand  for  money  under  the  form  of  declining  to  ac' 
cept  it !  Concerning  this  circumstance,  it  appeared  reasonable 
to  remark,  that  when  Major  Palmer  and  Major  Davy  called 
upon  the  nabob  for  the  money,  the  latter  declared  that  he  had 
never  hf^an  heard  that  so  extraordinary  a  demand  was  in  con- 
templation !  And  how  deeply  must  the  merciful  feedings  of  the 
committee  become  wounded,  should  they  advert  to  the  contents 
of  a  letter  from  this  unfortunate  and  persecuted  prince  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  which,  painting  in  the  strongest  colours  his  extrMue 
distress,  he  complains  bitterly  of  the  exaction ;  yet  says,  "  being 
remedileat,  I  felt  myself  obliged  to  comply  with  what  was  re- 
quired ;"  and  then  he  concludes  with  this  artless  and  affecting 
observation ;  "  Blessed  as  I  am  with  so  compatsionate  a  friend 
as  your  highness,  how  does  it  happen  that  I  am  reduced  to  such 
a  state  of  miserable  distress  ?"  On  this  occasicm  Mr.  Sheridan 
scud,  that  he  must  beg  leave  to  enforce  strongly  upon  the  atten- 
tion-of  the  committee,  that  the  reasons  advanced  to  justify  the 
aeimtre  (for  it  was  far  irom  meriting  a  milder  term)  of  the 
^100,000, — the  time  when  it  was  paid, — the  manner  in  which 
it  was  paid, — and  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  paid,  had  been  all 
brought  into  full  view ;  and  unanswerably  stigmatised  as  the 
falsest  statements  by  the  governor-general.  He  had  written 
word  to  the  directors,  that  the  exigency  of  his  affairs, — the 
want  of  cash  to  pay  the  army,  and  other  things  pressing,  had 
caused  him  to  accept  the  present  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  at  the 
moment  when  he  knew  that  the  nabob  vizier's  afialrs  were  in  a 
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Atate  of  the  extremest  indigeoce.  Upon  that  ground  he  had 
vindicated  the  taking  of  the  ^100,000,  but  it  came  out  after- 
wards, in  the  most  positive  declaration,  that  he  had  not  the  sum 
in  cash,  but  in  bills  on  0<^ial  Bas,  not  payable  until  the  exiMra* 
tioD  of  some  succeeding  months.  If  that  was  true,  hiajirtt 
ground  of  justificatioD  failed  him  ;  for  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  army  could  acquire  do  relief  from  bills  oo  Gopal  Dan,  which 
had  still  several  mcmths  to  run.  In  the  list  of  the  persmis  to 
whom  the  money  had  been  paid,  the  name  of  Mrs.  Hastings  was 
inserted.  He  should  have  felt  (Mr.  Sheridan  added)  great  un- 
easiness at  taking  the  liberty  to  introduce  a  lady^s  name  in  such 
a  business,  if  it  had  not  been  for  her  ctnnplete  exculpadon  ;  but 
the  fact  stood  thus  :^The  entry  of  Mrs.  Hastings's  name,  and 
those  of  the  other  persons,  as  the  receivers  of  the  sutn,  was  a 
fallacy;  and  it  was  equally  a  fallacy  that  the  ten  lacks  were 
paid  by  bills  on  Oopal  Das ;  because  that  man  was  at  the  time 
detained  by  Cheit  Siug;  and  let  the  committee  ask  themsdves, 
if  the  govemor-geoera]  would  not  have  had  more  credit  with 
Gopal  Das  than  this  miserable,  moneyless,  and  ruined  prince  ? 
Great  part  of  the  sum  given  was  paid  in  rupees ;  and  it  was 
clearly  a  portion  of  the  plunder  of  the  unfortunate  princesses, 
the  mother  and  grandmother  of  Asoph  al  Dowlah.  As  to  the 
nabob  hi»  distracted  supplications  were  of  no  avail ;  and  his 
treasury  was  swept,  without  the  least  attention  to  his  prayer, 
that  his  rapacious  pillager  would  leave  him  at  least  as  much  as 
might  prove  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  charges  of  his  household. 
Mr.  Sheridan  next  stated  the  application  of  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  for  a  sum  of  money 
to  relieve  his  affairs,  by  paying  his  army ;  the  whole  amount  of 
which  sum  was  computed  at  sixteen  lacks  of  rupees.  This  ap- 
plication was  rejected  as  inconvenient  to  be  complied  with  ;  but 
afterwards  the  governor-general  took  the  whole  responsibility 
of  the  measure  upon  himself,  and  lent  the  Rajah  of  Braar  three 
lacks. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  mentioned  the  complaint  laid  before  the 
council  board  by  the  Rajah  Nuodcomar,  and  the  £15,000 
taken  from  Munny  Begum,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  sole 
collection  of  the  revenues.  The  directors  had  instructed  him  to 
appoint  a  minister  (a  gttardian .')  to  superintend  Mohareck  ul 
I)owlah,   the   young   Nabob  of  Bengal ;  and   to  manege  Ms 
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aflairs.  The  person  whom  he  choBe  for  this  employment  was 
the  step-mother  of  the  nabob,  and  widow  of  the  deceased 
nabob,  Myr  Jaffier,  (an  ignorant  woman,  drawn  originally 
frmn  the  lowest  class  of  life,  and  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  re 
cesses  of  the  Zenana)  to  instruct  her  princely  pupil  in  all  the 
arts  of  future  government!  This  curious  appointment  would 
certainly  ^rove  more  the  subject  of  indignation  than  surprize  ta 
the  committee,  when  they  should  discover,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  it  was  assigned  for  the  valuable  consideration  of 
£15,000  to  himself;  and  the  same  sum  to  Mr.  Middleton. 
Mr.  Hastings's  transaction  with  Cawn  Jewan  Cawn  was  the  next 
object  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  aDimadversion : — This  man  was  ap- 
pointed Phousdar  of  Houghly,  with  an  income  of  7^,000  sicca 
rupees  a-year — of  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  chained  with  taking 
half,  besides  4000  allotted  to  his  black  broker :  and  the  accusa- 
ticHi  was  made,  as  well  as  that  proffered  by  Nundcomar,  in  full 
council.  The  council  proposed  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  it, 
and  required  Cawn  Jewan  Cawn  to  answer  to  the  facts  upcm 
oath ;  to  which  procedure  he  and  Mr.  Hastings  peremptorily  ob- 
jected ;  and  that  Cawn  Jewan  Cawn  could  not,  by  virtue  of  his 
religion,  take  an  oath,  was  the  weak  excuse  of  Mr.  Hastings ; 
but  in  the  words  used  in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the 
charge,  he  might  retort  the  falsity  upon  faint.  Cawn  Jewan 
Cawn  was,  as  a  punishment  for  his  contumacy,  deprived  of  his 
employment ;  but  on  the  death  of  Colonel  Modsoo,  which  gave 
Mr.  Hastings,  by  virtue  of  his  casting  vote,  a  majority  in  the 
council,  he  was  reinstated  at  the  motion  of  the  governor.  He 
left  it  to  the  reflection  of  the  committee,  whetha:  any  circum- 
stantial proof — and  the  case  would  admit  of  nothing  farther — 
could  more  clearly  trace  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Hastings,  or  establish 
the  certainty  of  private  practices  of  a  corrupt  nature  between 
him  and  the  phousdar?  The  whole  was  a  studied  maze  of 
theft,  bribery,  and  corruption ;  unparalleled  even  in  the  most 
ignominious  annals  of  East  India  delinquency.  With  respect 
to  the  unfortunate  Rajah  Nundcomar,  he  was  first  indicted  for 
-a  conspiracy  ;  but  that  faUiog,  he  was  tried  on  an  English  penal 
statue,  (which,  although  rendered  by  a  stretch  of  power  most 
dreadfully  forcible  in  Bengal,  did  not  reach  even  to  Scotland  !) 
be  was  convicted  and  hanged  for  a  crime  (forgery)  which  was  not 
capital  in  his  own  country  !    Whatever  were  the  circiunstances  of 
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this  judidal  proceeding,  (which  might  be  the  subject  of  another 
ioquiry)  they  could  not  fail  of  exciting  apprehensions  and 
terrors  in  the  nativee,  which  would  put  a  stop  to  all  farther  in- 
formations against  the  governor.  During  this  transaction,  Mr. 
Hastings — in  direct  contradiction  to  the  opinions  of  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Mcnson,  and  Mr.  Francis — repeatedly  a»- 
■erted,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  customs,  dther  of  the  Mus- 
Bulmen  or  Hindoos,  to  take  an  oath  ;  yet,  oa  a  lata  occasion,  he 
justified  himself  in  all  his  proceedings  at  JBenares,  by  the  affi- 
davits of  persons  of  the  religion  which  he  mentioned)  taken 
before  the  uprt^A^  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Calcutta!  It 
had  been  allowed,  in  the  evidence  given  at  the  bar,  that  all 
India  was  in  constemation  at  the  event;  and  considered  the 
death  of  Nundcomar  as  a  punishment  for  having  advanced 
charges  against  Mr.  Hastings.  Who,  after  ntck  an  event,  would 
dare  step  forward  as  his  accuser  P  None  would  venture ; — and 
the  govetnw  might,  in  future,  pillage  the  natives  as  he  thought 
proper,  without  any  fear  of  bdng  disturbed  by  their  invtxatioas 
for  justice  t  But  this  justice,  he  hoped  and  trusted,  would  not 
be  refused  in  a  British  parliament ; — they  owed  it  to  their  own 
dignity,  to  the  support  of  the  resolutions  into  which  they  had 
already  entered,  to  the  honour  of  the  country,  the  prosperity  of 
the  government,  and  the  rights  of  humanity  !  The  presrat 
charge  (he  should  beg  leave  to  repeat)  woa  not,  perhaps,  of  that 
nature  which  came  home  most  effectually  to  the  fedings  of  men  ; 
it  could  not  excite  those  sensations  of  commiseration  or  abhor- 
rence which  a  ruined  prince,  a  royal  family  reduced  to  want  and 
wretchedness,  the  desolation  of  kingdoms,  or  the  sacrilegious  in- 
vasion of  palaces,  would  certainly  inspire !  In  conclusion,  (Mr. 
Sheridan  observed)  that,  although  within  this  r<mk,  but  infinitely 
too  fruitful  wilderness  of  iniquities— within  this  dismal  and  un- 
hallowed labyrinth — it  was  most  natural  to  cast  an  eye  of  indig- 
nation and  concern  ov^  the  wide  and  towering  forests  of  mormi- 
ties— all  rising  in  the  dusky  magnificence  of  guilt ;  and  to  fix  the 
dreadfully-excited  attention  upon  the  huge  trunks  of  revoige, 
rapine,  tyranny,  and  oppression  ; — ^yet  it  became  not  less  neces- 
sary to  trace  out  the  poisonous  weeds,  the  baleful  brushwood, 
and  all  the  little,  creeping,  deadly  plants,  which  were,  in  quan- 
tity and  extent,  if  possible,  more  noxious.  The  whole  range  of 
this  far-spreading  calamity  was  sown  in  the  hot-bed  <^  corrup- 
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tkm;  and  had  riBen,  by  rapid  and  mature  growth,  into  every 
species  of  illegal  and  atrocious  violence  1  Upon  this  ground, 
most  solemnly  should  he  conjure  the  committee  to  look  to  the 
DQolignant  source  of  every  rooted  evil ;  and  not  to  coDtinue  satis- 
fied with  reprobating  effects,  whilst  the  great  cause  enjoyed  the 
power  of  escaping  from  merited  crimination,  and  the  infliction  of 
a  just  punishment.  He  now  moved,  "  That  the  committee, 
having  considered  the  present  article  of  charge  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  late  go- 
vemor-geDeral  of  Bengal,  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  ground  for 
impeaching  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  Esq.,  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  upon  the  matter  of  the  said  article.'" 

Mqjor  Seott  in  hit  itfenct,  among  other  argumenii,  urged  thefaotmrcAle  re- 
etption  Mr.  HoMtmgt,  efttr  tht  tttppattd  eommunon  of  aU  tktte  crime$,  had 
met  with  on  Ait  return  home,  both  from  hit  vuutert,  the  hectare  of  the  company, 
and  teveral  memberi  of  adminuiralion.  Lord  Afvlgrave  reprobated  what  he 
termed  a  thabby  ipeciei  of  defence.  Mr.  W.  Orenvitle  declared  hit  concurrence 
with  the  hon4Mrable  member  who  had  opened  the  charge,  in  almoel  every  point 
he  had  urged;  he  aiio  obterved,  that  upon  the  pretettt  oeeaeion,  h«  coiUd  not 
■  rcoff  a  moMtjiuliJtiMe  and  ei>en  ntcettary  attempt  to  eaet  Mr.  Lartint  from 
what  he  thought  rather  too  harth  treatment ;  and  declared  that  he  had  ever 
Wldtritood  that  geniieman  to  be  a  man  of  itriet  honour  and  unimpeachable  m- 
ttgrity ;  and  by  no  meOTU  eapabU  of  vMfvi  perjury  ;  thoughhehad  certiunlg, 
through  a  mere  and  obrioa*  inadeertency,  mom  fully,  instead  ofueearing  to  the 
hen  ^  hiehnouhdge  reipecting  Mr,  Haitingt'i  letter  of  the  21ndof  May,  1782, 
not  having  been  opened  eince  he  had  parted  taith  it  out  of  hit  handt. 

Mb.  Shebidah  begged  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  of  all  insinuations  whatsoevo*, 
that  which  might  have  fixed  upon  the  minds  of  the  committee 
even  the  shadow  of  a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Larkins  had  proved 
guilty  of  corrupt  and  wilful  perjury,  was  the  most  distant  from 
his  idea.  The  whole  of  what  he  meant  to  intimate  was,  that  an 
incontrovertible  fact  stood  forward,  which,  in  its  nature,  aacer- 
tained  that  Mr.  Larkins  deposed,  upoa  oath,  to  the  truth  of 
some  points,  which,  most  certainly,  did  not  fall  within  his  own 
immediate  knowledge ;  and,  doubtless,  it  was  fair  for  him  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  to  take  this  justifiably -drawn  conclusion  in  aid  ci 
such  proofs  as  it  became  requisite  to  establish  from  the  letter 
in  question.  Mr.  Sheridan  trusted,  that  it  was  scarcely  neces- 
sary for  btm  to  add,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grenville)  could  not  possibly  suppose,  that  if  any  solid  ground 
for  a  charge  of  peijury  had  existed,  he  would  not  have  made 
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it  openly  ;  and  in  that  spirit  of  disdain  with  which  no  tnao  con- 
Bidered  the  base  darkuess  of  insinuatioD  more  heartily  than  him- 
self. 

Mr.  QramUit  tauutred,  tkat  he  amid  atittrt  tfu  Jumowrahle  gtntienuiK,  &at 
it  va*  far  from  hU  meaiting  to  impMtt  any  tueh  ckarge  to  him ;  bat  berelg  to 
toy,  ahat  he  ttiU  thought,  that  the  drift  of  hit  argument  did  not  ttaad  n  need 
of  Ike  introduclion  of  bit  pleataniry  eoncer*ing  Mr,  Larkini  and  the  letter. 
At  to  the  reel,  he  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  honoterable  gentleman  had,  with  hit 
habitiu^  candour,  m  tatitfaeioribf  explained  hit  meming. 

Upon  a  dioition,  there  appeared  for  the  queilion  1 65  ;  againtt  it  54.  7Ac 
koute  being  rettaned,  the  report  from  the  eomtnittet  mi  brought  np  by  their 
chairman.  An  ai^ounanent  <if  the  debate  wat  mooed;  vhich  vet  afteneardt 
iratti«d  m  a  propotition  being  made  for  bringbug  wp  the  report  ofreth.  1\*  latter 
being  agreed  upwi,  the  hove  adjonmed. 


PHOCEEDINGS    AflAINST    HR.    HASTINGS. 

The  order  qf  the  dag  being  read,  for  taiing  into  farther  coniideration  the  re- 
port of  the  reoolntiona  on  the  eharget  againtt  Mr.  Hattingt,  Major  Scott  ob- 
terved,  that  he  eame  to  the  honte  with  an  intention  of  oppating  the  retoUdiom 
being  read  a  tecond  time ;  bnt  at  a  new  mode  qf  proceeding  had  been  adopted, 
vhieh  wonld  give  him  an  opportutdlg  of  tnlmifting  lehat  he  had  to  offer  to  tkf 
coMideralion  of  the  houte,  prior  to  the  vote  i^f  impeeehmtnt,  he  thotdd  rtterve 
himteff  hbM  that  titne.  Mr,  Bnrke  taid,  that  the  friendt  tff  Mr.  Hattingt  leoiM 
do  right  to  take  their  om  time/or  urging  tueh  argument*,  at,  in  their  opiniam, 
meremoit  liie^  to  ttrvt  thtir  eauoe. 

Hit.  SuEEiDAN  remarked,  that  he  thought  it  fair  to  apprise 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Major  Soott)  that  be  coidd  not  hare 
a  better  opportunity  of  arguing  the  moits  of  Mr.  Hastings,  by 
way  of  set-off,  than  the  present.  If  the  merits  of  Mr.  Hastings 
were  to  be  measured  against  his  criminality,  the  fairest,  and  in- 
deed, the  only  mode  to  enable  the  house  to  do  so,  at  the  proper 
stage  of  the  proceeding,  would  be  for  the  hooourable  gentleman 
th^  to  go  into  a  statement  of  those  arguments  on  tbe  merits, 
which  he  meant  to  use.  In  that  case,  it  might  be  found  neces- 
sary for  the  gentlemen  on  the  side  of  the  house  where  be  sat, 
and  all  those  who  had  voted  for  the  charges,  to  call  for  papers, 
in  order  to  repel  the  wdgbt  of  those  arguments  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  urge;  or  to  do  away  the  impresaitMi  which 
they,  or  the  evidence  of  any  witnesses  whom  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman should  think  proper  to  call)  might  make  upon  the  minds 
of  tbe  house.    This  could  only  be  done  by  the  btmourable  gen- 
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tleman''B  entering  into  arguineDt  at  tbe  present  moment;  because, 
if  he  did  so  at  aaj  subsequent  period,  it  vould  have  an  unfair 
efiect  on  the  charges ;  and  the  house  would  not  be  able  to  give 
the  maas  of  criminality,  already  established,  its  due  weight.  In 
order  to  exemplify  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  put  a  variety  of  hypo- 
thetical cases,  to  show  the  manner  in  which  not  stating  the  argu- 
ment on  the  merits  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  set-off  then,  might  pos- 
sibly opente  as  a  disadvantage  against  the  supporters  of  the 
charge,  who  were  to  measure  the  merits  against  Uie  guilt.  Dif- 
ferent gentlemen  had  settled  in  their  own  minds  different  scales 
of  the  criminality  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  by  which  each  individual 
would  naturally  measure  guilt  and  its  merits ;  and  balancing 
the  one  against  the  other,  decide  accordingly.  Suppose,  there- 
fore, the  committee  by  whom  the  charges  were  to  be  put  into 
proper  shape  and  form,  as  articles  of  impeachment,  to  be  sent  up 
^  the  house  of  lords,  should  reduce  the  charges  to  two ;  was  it 
to  be  imagined  that  they  would  admit  an  unproved  and  alleged 
quantum  of  merit,  against  a  proved  and  a  substantial  guilt  con- 
tained in  two  charges  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  was  sur. 
prised  also,  to  find  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to 
him  did  not  urge  the  arguments  which  he  had  declared  he  meant 
to  bring  forward,  in  support  of  those  differences  and  distinctions, 
(xmceming  which  he  had  talked,  as  being  entertained  by  himself, 
respecting  some  of  the  charges,  and  in  particular,  that  relative  to 
the  contracts.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  could  possibly  sit  and  hear  the  questions  put 
upon  the  resolution  relative  to  those  charges ;  the  motion  upon 
which,  specified  distinctly  and  by  name,  among  other  grounds  of 
criminality,  Mr.  Auriol's  and  Mr.  Belli's  contracts;  to  both  of 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  expressly  objected. 
With  r^ard  to  the  charge  relative  to  Benares,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  stated  some 
objecdons,  though  he  had  made  no  motitm.  This,  therefore, 
appeared  to  him  the  fit  opportunity  for  discussing  those  objec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Pill  Mming  ramarlitd,  that  no  perton  wot  btUtr  entitled  than  Mr.  Sht- 
ridtat  to  adhtre  ttroHgly  and  perti»aeum»lg  to  hi*  ova  opinioiu,  bteautt  no  nan 
teat  capable  offonniag  thait  more  judieunuli/,  when  he  gave  \inueff  lime  to  am- 
tider  them;  aided,  that  it  »m  thefirtl  time  he  ever  rteolleeled  to  have  heard  aiu/ 
menber  attempt  to  dictate  to  thotefroM  w&oat  he  expected  oppotUUm,  to  what 
ttage  of  the  proeeedmg  that  oppotitioK  thoiM  be  appUtd.  • 
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Mr.  Sheridan  b^^;ed  leave  to  assure  the  right  honourable  goi- 
tkoian,  that  he  by  no  means  designed  to  arrogate  to  himself  a 
prerogative  which  did  not  belong  to  him  ;  much  less  to  assume 
the  right  of  dictating  to  any  of  the  members,  when  they  should 
urge  such  objections  as  they  might  mean  to  offer.  He  had,  in 
fairness,  risen  to  apprise  the  honourable  gentleman  (Major  Scott) 
opposite  to  him,  that  if  he,  or  any  other  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
meant  to  argue  the  merits  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  way  of  set-off 
against  his  criminality,  they  could  not  take  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  than  the  present.  He  had  assigned  his  reasons  for 
entertaining  that  opinion  ;  and  that  opinion  he  still  cxxitinued 
most  firmly  to  embrace.  The  remark,  that  he  had  tacitly  coo- 
ceded  to  the  propositions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the 
preceding  evening,  was  certainly  well  founded ;  but  he  had  not 
either  recalled  or  violated  that  concessitm;  for  what  is  it,  but 
an  acquiescence,  instead  of  insisting  on  putting  the  question, 
"  That  Mr.  Hastings  be  impeached,"  as  soon  as  the  committee 
had  agreed  to  the  resolutions  contained  in  the  report,  that  the 
resolutions  should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  be  by  them  put 
into  proper  shape  as  articles  of  impeachment.  Had  he,  in  the 
smallest  de^^ree,  resisted  that  in  his  former  argument  P  He  cer^ 
tainly  had  not,  but  had  merely  argued  upon  the  resolutions  then 
about  to  be  read  a  second  time ;  aaA  so  far  from  that  bcdng 
contrary  to  any  agreement  or  general  understanding  of  the  bouse, 
the  reverse  was  the  fact ;  for  it  had  been  generally  understood, 
that  the  debate  of  that  day  was  to  have  been  put  upon  the  reso- 
lutions ;  and  a  quarter  of  ao  hour  before  he  rose,  he  had  heard 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  (Major  Scott)  observe,  that 
he  meant  that  day  to  have  gone  into  much  argument  upon  the 
subject.  The  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
make  his  complaints  against  being  dictated  to,  as  to  the  time  most 
proper  for  him  to  make  his  objections ;  but  he  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
must  still  persist  in  saying,  that  after  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman^s  having  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  originally 
moved  upon  the  charge  relative  to  contracts,  he  knew  not  how 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  sit  in  his  place,  and  say. 
Yes,  when  the  question  was'put  upon  it,  thereby  affirming  that 
Mr.  Belli's  and  Mr.  Auriol's  contracts  contained  matter  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  against  Warren  Hastings,  £sq. 

Major  Scoll  obtervtd,  thai  much  di»eiutiom  ktmng  fakat  plact  rcfafise  b 
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"mtttmg^"  th»  mtritt  tif  Mr,  Haitiitgi  ogamtt  U*  mippomd  itlinfutxeitt.  he 
begged  Icgm  to  i^fbrm  Iht  Hotue,  that  naiktr  Mr.  HattUtg*  or  hufrieadt  had 
tha  MMt  dMml  idta  nf  Aiinay  rtamrtt  to  *»ch  a  Mode  <if  d^tnet.  The  «««- 
mt%U  of  Mr.  Siutngt  %po»  that  ntbjtel,  he  tnai  authoriztd  to  »«i&mi(  (o  the 
ho%te:  a»dbe^edpermun<Mtortad,a*partofhuipteeh,tht/oIlotnagpaper, 
Kiieh  had  ftem  jntf  wfo  hU  hmdifor  that  purpoie : — 

"TkoaghitmgUbtdtfudpr^ntpHonmwielodniartaiijimihoreaptet- 
atioa  coMcntta^  Ih*  modt  tN  wkick  the  hoMte  of  eommoMi  mag,  in  itt  mtdom  or 
jiufiet,  delermim  to  proettd  m  the  proeecation  of  the  inquiry  Mo  i^F  comduct, 
aoM  depemdmg  b^ore  them;  yet,  at  it  hoM  been  rtported,  that  moiqr  gentleaten, 
membere  of  that  MMmMf,  who  haoe  not  choeen  to  giee  their  eomlomt  alteHdanee 
«■  the  comMitlte  holden  on  IhU  btuineti,  have  expreued  their  determination  of 
oppoeing  the  general  quation  of  impeachment.  vAen  it  thall  be  brought  b^ore  the 
eoUeeiive  bodg  of  thi*  home ;  Ihope  Imag.vithottt  irreguiariis,or  the  infputa- 
tiou  of  ditreipecl,  iuimait  t»y  lentt  iff  tueh  a  determination,  both  ni  it  mag 
retpeet  that  jutttion,  a»d  the  daim  tehieh  I  ooneeive  1  pomen  to  attendance  o» 
Me  quettiim  upon  the  report,  which  in  the  dne  order  <if  biuinrM  mil  precede  it. 

"  Iprtnme,  that  in  the  pretent  examination  <tfmg  public  conduct,  litre  are 
tw>  leading,  and,  ae  it  appear*  to  me,  extiunee  ohjecii,  of  cfttaJ  and  reciprocal 
obligation;  namebf,  that  Juitiee  mag  he  done  to  the  nation  in  the  redrete  or 
pum*hment  of  wrong*,  which  it  mag  be  tveiUuaHg  proved  it  hat  luttatned  bg  mg 
aett;  andthatjaetieeMOf  be  dene  toon  indtsidual,  who  mag  be  eeentuaUy  proved 
to  hone  been  wronged  bg  ui\foundedacen»ationt ;  and  who  even  thinkt  that  he  ha» 
a  claim  to  the  applauae  <if  hie  eountrg,  for  thote  ven^aelt  vhich  have  been  drawn 
into  eTinmation  againtt  him. 

"  If  it  thaU  be  retoived  Ay  the  honourahie  houae  qf  conihom  to  agree  to  the 
report  nf  the  committee,  thai  u  to  iag,\f  it  ehalt  be  reeolved  that  thert  it  ground 
for  iayteaehing  mc  for  high  crimet  and  mitdemeanore,  on  the  duirge*  on  which 
the  ammittee  have  already  paitd  (Aof  deeition ;  I  preeume,  thiU  the  reeoluiion 
for  the  impeachment  ought  to  follow  ^cowe,ae  the  ontg  mean*  tthieh  caneati^ 
thejuetice  of  the  nation  ta  the  n^^potition  iff  my  gnOI,  or  dearmg  character  im 
tie  enppontion  qf  mj  innoeenct.  With  regard  to  the  firet  </  Ihete  eoncbuion*  I 
have  no  iMm ;  but  for  the  la*t,  I  mag,  in  common  with  the  meaneel  of  the  ««£- 
Jecti  ^  thit  realm,  aeiert  mg  right  to  the  ben^t  and  protection  i^fite  lawt;  and, 
1  tmtt,  that  the  AoHMiraUe  houee  qf  common*,  which  hai  ever  been  eontidered  a* 
the  guardian  and  prottctor  of  the  law*,imU  not  tuffer  mg  nawkt  to  be  branded  with 
thefoniett  and  blaekttt  imputation*  upon  their  record*,  without  lUlowing  me  at 
th*  tame  time  the  onig  legtU  mea»*  nf  effacing  them,  bg  Iraaitferriiig  them  for 
trial  to  the  home  (tfpearo  m  the  form  nf  an  impeachment. 

"  7b  thi*  opinion  I  huw^lg  beg  leave  to  add  mg  requett,  and  it  i*  the  onlg  re- 
qnetl  or  application  which  I  have  hitherto  permitted  mgtelf  to  make  to  ang  of  the 
indimdual  menberi  rf  fhehouee  on  theproeeei  ^thi*  butine**,  that  if  it  thaUbe 
rtiohed  on  the  report,  thai  there  u  ground  to  charge  me  with  high  rn'nes  and 
ntiidemeanor*,  theg  will  afford  me  the  benefit  ^  their  volet,  though  united  with 
Ihoee  of  mg  proieeutori.  that  t  mag  he  brougU  to  legal  trial  f^  the  tame. 

"WARREN  HASTINGS." 
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7Ur«toimHoluwtnqnfTvaniMread,mdogreidto;   imd  Mr.  Bartt  motied, 
thai  Ihtg  lAoaU  bt  r^tmd  to  a  eommilln.  to  prtpart  arHda  (ff  vKpeacimnt 
i^HHi  the  tame  imdthaltlie  eommitite  comM  <tf  Ike  /oOnBing  gniltmat  .-— 
EDMUND  BURKE,  Esq.  WELBORE  ELLIS,  Eaq. 

Right  Hon.  C.  J.  FOX  Bt.  Hon.  FB.  MONTAGU 

B.  B.  SHEBIDAN.  Esq.  Sir  GREY  COOPER 

Sir  JAMES  EBSKINE  PHILIP  FRANCIS,  Esq. 

lUght  Hon.  T.  PBLHAH  Sir  GrLBEBT  ELLIOT 

Ri^  Hon.  W.  WYNDHAM  DUDLEY  LONG,  Esq. 

Hod.  St.  AND.  St.  JOHN  Viscount  MAITLAND 

J.  ANSTRUTHER,  Eaq.  Hon.  Q.  A.  NORTH 

WM.  ADAM,  Esq.  General  BUBGOYNE 

M.  A.  TAYLOR,  Esq.  CHARLES  GREY,  Eaq. 

IlaiMmoetdintheta»al/6rMt,tlaatheeonmifteeheiittiT»ttdv7ilklHeaitlo- 
mmy  povm  of  eaUingfor  papm  and  wiliwtttt,  nititu/  tehert  fheg  pleated,  ^. 
^. ,-  and  it  wat  agreed,  on  aU  haadi,  that  it  m%tt  wefuarihr  bt  a  tecret  am- 
miflee.  A  divition  took  place  upon  the  noniiuitum  of  Mr.  i'Vaflcw,  agointl  wAox 
It  UNU  objected,  thai  tn  India  he  had  been  pprtowiH^  at  varitaiee  teith  Mr.  Batt- 
ittfft;  OHd  ht  wai  rejected  bg  a  M^joritf  of  96  to  44. 


ApKtb  4. 
COHSOLIDATION   DOTY    BILL. 

Tie  order  of  the  dai/ for. the  third  reeding  ofthit  bili  having  been  moved  amd 
read,  the  bill  teat  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Pitt  brought  up  turn  clauett ;  and  on 
the  quettion  being  put  "  that  the  bill  do  bow  pott,''  a  debate  entntd,  m  which 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Fitt)  had  not  yet  answered  his  right  honourable 
friend's  (Mr.  Fox)  ailment  relative  to  the  situation  of  this 
country  and  Spain.  How  awkwardly,  he  observed,  would  mi- 
nisters be  circumstanced,  should  a  Spanish  vessel  offer  herself 
at  any  of  our  porta,  and  be  refused  the  same  rates  of  duty  at 
which  French  goods  were  admitted.  In  this  case  the  court  of 
Madrid  would  understand  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  to  be  broken. 
He  next  took  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  Sir  James  John- 
stone, who,  he  said,  spoke  generally  with  a  sort  of  Lacedemonian 
eloquence.  What  the  honourable  baronet  had  said  jocosdy  of 
the  treaty,  with  respect  to  its  enabling  them  to  get  fine  clothes, 
fine  cambrics,  and  fine  laces,  and  the  wines  of  France  to  in- 
toxicate their  constituents,  was  in  efiect  one  serious  reason  of 
his  disliking  the  treaty ;  because  it  tended  to  put  the  country  in 
a  conditifHi  to  forget  her  former  situation,  and  lose  sight  of  it 
altogether.     Mr.  Sheridan  condemned  the   treaty  on  various 
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acuounts,  and  took  occasioD  to  mention  (what  he  had  on  a  former 
day  hinted  at)  the  absolute  necessity  of  coming  to  some  com- 
mercial arrangement  with  Ireland.  He  had  been  in  hopes  that 
the  brining  forward  that  business  would  have  been  taken  out 
of  his  hands  by  His  Majesty's  ministers ;  but  if  it  were  not  so^i 
done,  he  desired  to  be  understood  as  giving  notice  that  be 
would,  after  the  holidays,  make  a  motion  on  the  subject.  It 
was  impossible  that  the  two  countries  should  continue  as  they 
were,  both  looking  with  their  faces  full  to  France,  and  merely 
casting  a  sullen  side  glance  at  each  other.  He  be^ed  leave  to 
remind  the  right  honourable  graitleman,  that  when  the  Irish 
propositions  were  in  agitation,  he  had  himself  urged  it  as  an 
argument  for  agreeing  to  them,  that  if  an  arrangement  was  not 
forthwith  made  with  Ireland,  we  should  force  her  into  the  arms 
of  France. 

The  koHt  dhided,  ayt*  1 19  ;  m>ea  43.     The  billpautd  owenltKf  fjr. 


ApaiL  19. 

FAFBBS    KELATIN8    TO   TDBLIC    ACCOUNTS. 

Mk.  Shekidan  rose  to  move  for  a  variety  of  papers  relative 
to  the  public  accounts,  and  prefaced  his  motion  with  declaring, 
that  he  lamented  he  had  been  prevented  from  attending  his  duty 
in  ^e  house  on  the  preceding  day,  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
enable  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  let  a  part  of  the  collection  of 
the  post-horse  tax  out  to  farm.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  did 
not  lamoit  bis  absence  on  account  of  the  great  degree  of  infor- 
mation which  he  had  thereby  lost,  since  he  understood  that  the 
right  honourable  gentlemui  had  not  condescended  to  favour  the 
house  with  a  syllable  on  the  subject ;  but  merely  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  preparing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  matter 
of  considerable  moment  The  idea  of  reviving  a  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue  by  farming  any  part  of  it,  led  to  con- 
sequences, of  the  extent  of  wliich  the  right  .honourable  gentle- 
man might  not,  perhaps,  be  sufficiently  aware.  It  was  impoK- 
nble  for  it  to  be  adopted  under  limitation ;  it  must,  if  adopted 
at  all,  be  adopted  generally ;  and  before  the  bouse  consented  to 
a  measure  of  that  magnitude,  it  behoved  them  to  recollect,  that 
the  system  of  farming  the  public  rev«iue  had  been  long  since 
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exploded,  on  account  of  its  having  been  decided  to  be  a  eystem 
uncongenial  with  tbe  omstitutioa  of  this  country,  and  by  do 
means  applicable  to  it.  This  (Mr.  Sheridan  said)  be  should 
take  an  opportunity  hereafter  more  fully  to  argue ;  and  at  pre- 
sent, as  tile  papers  relative  to  tbe  public  accounts  -wen  but  just 
printed  and  delivered,  he  submitted  it  to  the  candour  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  he  would  persist  in  his  in- 
tention to  open  the  budget  on  th^  immediately  ensuing  day, 
before  it  could  be  possible  for  gentlemen  to  have  read  tbe  papers 
with  sufficient  attention  to  be  able  to  make  themselves  fully 
masters  of  their  contents.  The  papers  for  which  he  then  meant 
to  move  (Mr,  Sheridan  added),  be  had  expected  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  moved  for  himself. 

Mr.  Pill  antieered,  thai  wkai  ht  oAokM  Asm  to  ilatt  to  tht  houtt  mptm  <A* 
momno  wimldprom  extremely  thort.  Mr.  Sheridan  did  *ot  mm  to  exptet  m«c& 
it^ormatiimfron  the  paptri  Ke  moved  for  ;  butyf  he  Jinad  any,  he  laotdd  hoot 
afitU  opportumtji  nf  molciitg  nt  <if  it  on  the  report  during  the  eourte  of  the 
Mondoji  fotboBing. 


WAYS    AMD    UUANS. 

The  order  nf  the  dag  for  rteeiviitg  the  report  of  the  eomtnittte  of  wajr*  and 
MOinu  being  read,  Mr.  Oilberl  broughl  up  the  report,  tehieh  %ea$  read  a  frtt  time, 
and  the  queetion  pnl,  "  that  thii  retohUion  be  read  a  teeond  time." 

Mk.  Shekidah  begged  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  he  h^  not  fulfilled  his  promise,  to 
give  such  an  account  of  the  finances  as  should  afford  perfect  and 
complete  satisfaction  to  the  committee ;  but  he  had  certainly 
fulfilled  his  promise  of  brevity :  for  he  had  been  so  extremely 
concise,  that  though  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  who  was  acquainted  with  all 
the  grounds  and  circumstances  to  which  the  facts  and  tigures 
which  he  had  stated  referred,  could  talk  with  familiarity  and 
ease  upon  the  subject  without  any  farther  explanation  than  that 
he  had  thought  proper  to  give  it,  yet  such  brevity  was  rather  an 
awkward  circumstance  to  him  and  those  who,  like  him,  were 
to  answer  and  speak  after  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  that  he  thought  the  tdr  of  triumph  assumed  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  sat  but  awkwardly  upon  him, 
at  ft  moment  when  he  should  have  conceived  another  sort  of 
demeanour  would  have  better  become  the  humiliating  and  mor- 
tifying fatuation  in  which  he  ought  perhaps  to  feel  himself; 
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when  obliged  to  come  forward,  and  state  the  finances  of  the 
kingdom  to  be  in  so  very  different  a.  condition,  from  that  in 
which  the  committee  had  last  year  been  so  confidentially  assured 
they  would  prove  to  be  in  I'JBfJ.  The  right  honourable  gentlis 
msn,  and  those  who  sat  near  him,  would  please  to  recollect  the 
statement  contained  in  the  report  of  the  revenue  committee, 
which  report  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  contradicted,  when  he  advised  them  not  to  be  too  sanguine 
in  th^r  expectations ;  that  because  the  year's  receipt,  ending 
January  5,  17^6,  amounted  to  df  15,397)471  the  year  ending 
January  ff,  1787)  would  turn  out  equally.  He  had,  again  and 
again,  argued  the  fallacy  of  making  out  an  account  in  such 
away;  but  what  he  said  upon  the  subject  had  been  rejected 
with  a  sort  of  unbecoming  scorn.  What  he  predicted  had,  how- 
ever, proved  true ;  for  now,  instead  of  the  flattering  prospect 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  held  out,  of  our  income 
equaling  our  expenses,  it  was  evident  that  the  receipt  of  the 
last  year  fell  ^900,000  short  <^  the  receipt  of  the  year  ending 
January  5, 1786.  On  this  assertion  Mr.  Sheridan  grounded  his 
reasoning,  in  order  to  impress  the  committee  with  the  idea  that 
ministers  entertained  a  much  more  sanguine  opinion  of  the  state 
of  our  finances  than  their  real  situation  warranted.  He  warned 
the  committee,  therefore,  against  giving  way  to  delusion  which 
might  lull  them  into  a  dangerous  inattention  to  the  national  cir- 
cumstances, declaring  that  it  was  much  more  manly  in  ministers 
to  state  the  real  situation  of  the  country,  to  look  it  in  the  face  ; 
wad,  if  more  taxes  were  really  necessary,  to  lay  them  on,  bur- 
dened as  the  people  were  already.  Mr.  Sheridan  animadverted 
upon  the  budget  just  opened,  and  said,  admitting  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  correct  in  every  one  of  his  statements, 
still  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  f  900,000  com- 
pared to  the  amount  of  the  total  of  the  preceding  year's  ways 
and  means.  He  declared  his  concern  to  hear  the  East  India 
Company  mentioned  as  a  source  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's expectations,  and  that  to  so  large  an  amount  as  ^360,000. 
That  circumstance  alone  was  sufficient  to  fill  his  mind  with 
great  doubt  and  suspicion  of  the  soundness  of  all  the  various 
expectations  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  that  day 
stated  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  OrtmiUt  replied  lo  Mr.  Skrridan. 

vol,.  I.  V  (-  \ 
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Mk.  Shebidan  observed,  that  notwithatanding  the  formid- 
able dilemma  into  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ste^) 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  had  put  the  bouse,  by  declaring,  that 
if  they  disliked  the  manner  in  which  the  minister  had  stated  the 
articles  of  his  budget,  he  wished  they  would  oome  forward  with 
their  mode  of  calculation,  and  show  how  the  accounts  ought  to 
be  made  out;  he  certainly  should  persist  in  the  exercise  of  his  un- 
doubted right  to  find  fault  with  the  minister's  budget,  wherever 
he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  cause  of  blame ;  and  look  for  amend- 
ment to  them,  without  feeling  bimsdf  at  all  bound  to  suggest  the 
means  of  it.  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  coll  the  attention  <^ 
the  house  to  the  report  of  the  revalue  committee  of  last  year, 
observing  that  the  right  honourable  gaatleman,  who  had  been 
chairman  to  that  committee,  was  not  then  in  the  house.  (Mr, 
Orenville  at  that  moment  showing  himself  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he 
begged  pardon, — be  saw  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  and 
as  he  was  forthcoming,  he  heartily  wished  his  revenue  might  be 
forthcoming  likewise.)  He  still  persisted  in  maintaining,  that 
the  report  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  fallaciously  made  up, 
and  that  every  one  of  the  predictions  which  be  had,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year  hazarded,  aa  to  the  deficiency  of  the  ways  and 
means,  were  this  year  fully  verified  and  confirmed.  The  honour- 
able baronet  (Sir  Grey  Cooper)  who  sat  near  him,  had  proved  in 
a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  that  there  was  a 
very  great  deficiency  in  the  ways  and  means,  as  stated  by  the 
minister  in  the  opening  of  the  budget,  on  Friday ;  and  the  noble 
lord  (Newhaven)  who  had  endeavoured  to  answer  the  honour- 
able baronet,  certainly  had  failed  in  his  attempt.  Mr.  Sheridan 
went  over  the  articles  of  the  supply^  enumerating  them  severally, 
and  distinguishing  such  as  were  voted,  from  such  as  remained  to 
be  voted  ;  and  dwelt  for  some  time  on  the  miscellaneous  servicea. 
After  going  through  the  whole,  he  proceeded  to  notice  ^e  ways 
and  means,  wtncb,  he  said,  consisted  of  six  articles.  The  first 
he  mentioned  was,  the  ^100,000  to  be  drawn  from  the  cambric, 
and  the  consolidated  duties.  In  making  out  that  article,  -£40,000 
were  taken  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  the  duty  oq 
cambrics,  which  left  ^60,000  for  the  consolidation  of  duties ;  m 
sum  for  which  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  account ;  siocet 
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when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  stated  his  plan  to  the  pub- 
lic, he  had  not  taken  credit  for  near  so  much,  but  had-mereljr 
talked  of  ^18,000  or  df  20,000. 

Mr.  Pilttaid  aenm  the  labU  tighly  fhoitand. 

Mr.  Sheridan  persisted  that  the  sum  mentioned  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  bad  been  no  more  than'  ^18,000  or 
^90,000;  and  that  as  likely  to  arise  from  the  alteration  of  the 
fracUons  of  sums  payable  for  duties  into  integrals.  But  it  vas 
evident  £60,000  had  thus  been  levied  upon  the  public  in  new 
taxes ;  and  that  in  so  silent  and  concealed  a  way,  that  he  was 
convinced  that  house  generally  had  been  unapprised  of  the  fact 
till  that  moment.  This  being  the  case,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  no  right  to  boast  of  a  surplus,  without  his  being 
under  the  necessity  of  imposing  new  taxes.  The  next  article  of 
the  ways  and  means  wa^  the  meet  singular  article  to  put  into 
the  minister's  budget  that  he  had  ever  heard  of — it  was  d^260,000 
for  an  expected  increase  of  the  customs,  on  account  of  a  spring 
of  trade;  be  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a  spring  of  trade,  and  con- 
tended, that  even  if  any  great  increase  should  take  place,  it 
must  produce  £650,000  before  it  could  yield  the  £250,000. 
In  order  to  explain  this,  Hr.  Sheridan  said,  the  reduction 
of  tixe  duties  on  spirits  and  wines  would  make  a  deficiency 
of  £400,000;  and  he  argued,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ought,  whra  he  let  loose  so  large  a  portion  of  revenue, 
to  have  provided  a  substitute  to  have  made  good  the  defi- 
ciracy.  He  objected  to  the  £320,000  expected  to  be  paid  by 
the  East  India  Company  for  the  pay  of  the  r^ments  of  Bri- 
tish troops  serving  in  India,  declaring  his  6rm  bdief,  tliat  the 
company  neither  would  nor  could  advance  the  money  this  pre- 
sent year.  Notwithstanding  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
over  the  way  (Mr.  Grenville)  had  on  Friday  last  declared,  with 
BO  much  confidence,  that  he  had  every  reason  to  regard  the 
affairs  of  the  £ast  India  Company  as  in  a  most  prosperous  and 
flourishing  situation,  and  that  be  drew  that  opinion  from  the 
last  accounts  which  came  home  from  India ;  he  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion ;  and  so  much  so  upon  the  very  ground  where  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  rested  his  opinion,  the  last  accounts 
received  from  India,  that  he  would  move  for  those  accounts  to 
be  laid  before  the  house ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  shrunk  from  that  motion,  the  house  would  judga 
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for  itself,  which  assertion  was  most  deserving  of  credit,  that  of 
the  right  honourable  g^tletnon,  or  that  which  he  had  just  made  ? 
Upon  the  whole  of  the  ways  and  means  there  was  a  real  defi- 
ciency; and  however  it  might  be  glossed  over,  a  d^  would 
arrive  wh«i  ^e  right  honourable  gentleman  would  wish  he  had 
ventured  to  oome  boldly  forward  with  some  decisive  measure 
applicable  to  the  real  situation  of  the  country.  With  regard  to 
the  atmy  savings,  and  casual  sums  which  might  arise  from  the 
balances  of  accountants  being  paid  in,  and  from  the  taxes  b^ng 
rendered  more  productive,— those  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  find  he  ought  not  to  reckon  upon,  if  he  considered 
that  there  vm^  provisions  sooner  or  later  to  be  made  on  account 
of  the  Royal  Family,  the  loyalists,  and  for  other  services,  which 
must  demand  sums  far  larger  than  the  produce-  of  the  sums  in 
question.  He  ought,  therefore,  not  to  persist  in  an  over-san- 
guine opinion,  that  his  resources  were  fully  adequate  to  the 
possible  exposes  of  the  year,  but  manfully  look  the  situation  o( 
the  country  in  the  face,  examine  it  thoroughly,  and  meet  it  with 
an  adequately  bold  and  decisive  measure,  and  not  resort  to  little 
Bhifting  practices  of  changing  the  mode  of  collecting  this  and 
that  tax,  so  as  to  disturb  the  whole  qrstem  of  revenue  collec- 
tions, to  the  infinite  vexation  and  perplexity  of  the  subject,  who 
was  BO  teased  and  harassed  by  these  perpetual  alterations,  that 
they  scarcely  knew  what  the  taxes  were  that  his  money  was  de- 
manded for,  nor  what  the  tax  laws  were  under  wliich  he  lived. 
Mr.  Sheridan  persisted  in  his  former  declaration,  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  last  year  had  been  delusive,  and  said,  be 
had  a  proposition  to  offer,  which  was  for  the  institution  of  a  new 
committee ;  not  a  committee  made  up  of  paymasters  of  the 
forces,  and  the  immediate  friends  and  supporters  of  the  minister, 
nor  of  men  connected  with  party,  but  a  fair  and  impartial  com- 
mittee, constituted  of  persons  perfectly  independent  and  uncon- 
nected politically.  Such  men  were  to  be  found  in  that  house; 
and  from  a  committee  so  constituted,  the  house  might  expect  a 
just  and  authentic  account  of  the  real  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  upon  which  they  might  safely  rely,  and  prcxieed  to 
ground  such  measures  as  were  absolutely  necessary  to  convince 
all  the  world  that  they  had  really  gone  to  the  bottom  of  their 
affairs,  and  were  determined  to  put  them  upon  a  proper  footing. 
Mr.  Sheridan  read  from  the  Journals,  the  string  of  resolutions 
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reladve  to  the  report  of  last  year's  committee,  vhich  he  had 
moved  od  the  4th  of  May  last,  all  of  which  had  beeo  oega- 
tived,  one  only  excited.  He  reafioned  upon  these  reeolutionB, 
and  contTOided,  that  they  had,  every  one  of  them,  been  verified 
by  what  had  since  happraied.  After  offering  to  pledge  his  credit 
with  the  house,  that  the  total  of  the  supply  for  the  two  next 
years  would  amount  to  <f  32,000,000,  Mr.  Slieridan  concluded 
with  moving,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  4th  of  May  last  might 
be  read. 

They  were  read  accordingly  aa  follows ; — 

*'Tbat  the  expected  annual  amount  of  the  national  income 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  public  income  and  expenditure,  appears  in  no  respect 
to  have  been  calculated  upon  the  average  receipts  of  any  number 
of  years,  but  is  estimated  upon  the  produce  of  one  year  only, 
and  fixed  at  the  amount  of  the  same,  with  the  addition  of  the 
probable  increase  upon  the  new  taxes. 

'^  That  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  annual  expenditure 
as  of^Kwed  to  the  amount  of  the  public  income  so  calculated,  is 
not  a  statement  of  the  present  existing  expenditure,  or  of  that 
whi(^  must  exist  for  some  years  to  come,  but  it  is  formed  upon 
the  probable  reductions  which  it  is  alleged  will  have  taken  place 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  1791>  in  the  prospect  of  a  permanent 
peace. 

'*  That  the  different  branches  of  revenue,  in  the  period  upoa 
which  the  future  is  calculated,  appear  to  have  been  singularly 
productive,  particularly  in  the  customs,  and  greatly  to  have  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  the  present  year  with  which  alone  it  is  con- 
trasted. 

'*  That  it  does  not  appear  that  any  means  were  taken,  nor  in- 
fdrtnatitm  called  for,  nor  any  examination  entered  into  by  the 
said  committee,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  such  increase  of 
revenue  had  arisen  from  causes  which  were  likely  to  have  a  per- 
manent operation,  or  otherwise. 

"  That  such  an  investigation  is  indispensably  necessary  before 
this  house  can,  with  confidence,  calculate  by  the  produce  of  one 
year,  the  supposed  future  amount  of  the  public  income. 

"  That  the  uncertainty  of  estimating,  by  such  a  criterion,  the 
expected  future  produce  of  the  revenue  is  still  more  evident, 
upon  a  comparison  of  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  April  last. 
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with  the  Bame  quarter  in  the  preceding  yev,  upon  which  th« 
future  income  is  calculated,  "by  which  comparison  it  appears, 
that  the  amount  of  the  latter  quartw  is  inferior  by  the  sum  of 
^188,215  138.  4d.  in  the  branch  of  the  customs  to  the  former. 

"  That  in  the  said  report  there  are  certain  articles  of  receipt 
erroneously  stated,  as  proper  to  be  added  to  the  future  annual 
income,  and  other  articles  of  expense,  erroneously  omitted,  to  be 
added  to  the  expenditure. 

"  That  the  total  expected  amount  of  the  future  annual  re- 
ceipt is  stated  in  the  said  report  to  be  ^15,397,471. 

"  That  the  sums  voted,  and  to  he  voted,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1786,  including  the  interest  and  charges  of  the  public  debt, 
considerably  exceeds  that  sum. 

*'  That  the  means  hy  which  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good 
arise  from  aids  and  debts,  which  belong  to  the  present  year 
only. 

"  That  there  is  no  surplus  income  applicable  to  tbe  reduction 
of  the  public  debt  now  existing. 

"  That  a  surplus  income  in  the  ensuing  quarters  can  arise  only 
by  the  renewal  of  a  loan  for  an  extraordinary  million,  borrowed 
upon  exchequer  bills  in  the  last,  and  charged  upon  the  supply 
of  the  present  year ;  and  which  loan  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
make,  but  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  said  surplus. 

"  That  any  extraordinary  increase  of  exchequer  bills,  CCHI- 
trary  to  a  former  practice  in  the  time  of  peace,  is  an  expedient 
anticipation  of  that  assistance  which  the  government  might  re- 
ceive  in  the  case  of  any  circumstance  rendering  it  necessary  to 
strengthen  the  state  of  our  national  preparations. 

"  That  the  saving  to  the  public  upon  the  interest  of  money 
borrowed  in  this  way,  is  rendered  improbable  or  precarious,  by 
the  necessity  which  will  arise  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  such 
bills,  in  order  that  the  object  for  which  the  loon  is  made,  may  be 
punctually  and  effectually  answered ;  nor  even  should  such  sav- 
ings accrue,  will  it  compensate  for  the  disadvantages  above 
stated. 

**  That,  admitting  that,  by  the  foregoing  means,  the  expected 
surplus  will  arise  upon  the  three  quarters  next  ensuing;  and 
that  bmceforward  one  million  annually  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  debt ;  it  appears,  that  there  will  then  be  an  in- 
terval of  nearly  four  years  before  the  commencemmt  of  th^ 
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permanent  peace  eBtablishmeDt,  which  ia  to  furnish,  io  the  reduc- 
tioD  of  Berrices,  £900,000  of  the  expected  million  surplus. 

"  Th&t,  in  this  period,  it  appears,  from  the  vouchers  annexed 
to  the  said  report,  and  other  papers  before  this  house,  that  a  sum, 
MBountiBg  to  £1,010,000,  besides  £3,000,000  due  to  the  Bank— 
nraking  together  the  sum  of  £6,010,000— will  be  deficient  and 
wanting,  orer  and  above  the  stated  annual  income.^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again,  at  a  subsequent  period  of  the  debate, 
and  said,  he  would  confine  himself  merely  to  explanation.  He 
then  made  a  reply  to  the  several  reasonings  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  of  Mr.  Dundas.  He  charged  the  chancellw 
of  the  exchequer  with  having  misrepresented  his  arguments ; 
and  said,  he  wondered,  afW  what  had  now  come  out,  that  the 
right  bcttwurable  gentleman  was  not  ashamed  of  resorting  to  such 
old  and  hackneyed  means  of  opposing  fair  arguments,  as  talking 
of  violated  charters,  and  his  right  honourable  friend's  India  bill. 
Could  the  right  hooourable  gentleman  deny,  that  the  court  of 
directOTB,  the  East  India  proprietors,  and  even  the  company's 
servants  in  India,  now  publicly  declared,  what  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  his  right  honourable  friend. at  the  time,  and  what  ha^ 
also  been  said  by  him  when  the  other  bill  was  in  agitation, — that 
his  bill  was  a  bold,  a  manly,  and  an  avowed  resumption  of 
power  which  had  been  abused ;  and  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  bill  filched  authority  ;  and  did  that  in  a  covert, 
meaking,  underhand  way,  which  the  other  bill  did  undisguisedly. 
Mr.  Sheridan  justified  his  former  argument  respecting  Mr, 
Pitt's  assertion,  that  about  ^18,000  or  ^20,000  would  be  the 
amount  of  the  advantage  resulting  to^he  public  from  the  con- 
solidation of  the  duties  ;  and  appealed  to  the  house,  whether  an 
idea  had  been  entertained  by  them,  when  they  passed  the  bill, 
that  they  were  taxing  the  people  to  the  amount  of  between 
£60,000  and  £80,000  a-year.  He  answered  what  had  been  said 
to  Lord  John  Cavendish's  taking  off  the  high  duties  on  muslins ; 
and  said,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  been  forced 
to  confess  it  to  be  a  good  measure  ;  as  its  extremely  beneficial 
consequences  undoubtedly  could  witness.  He  had  not  com- 
plained of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  following  that  ex- 
ample ;  but  of  his  having  laid  down  a  principle,  and  afterwards 
not  acted  up  to  his  own  principle ; — a  fact  evinced  by  him,  in 
respect  to  the  loss  of  revenue,  by  the  reduced  duties  on  ^rits 
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and  wiue.  Mr.  Slieridan  also  took  notice  of  what  had  fall^ 
from  Mr.  Dundas;  and  said,  he  had  addjressed  himself  to  a 
ri^t  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Orenville)  and  not  to  him, 
when  he  talked  of  moving  for  the  last  accounts  from  India ;  but 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  chosen  to  avcnd  a  reply. 
If  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox*s)  bill  had  passed,  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  a  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  to  come  to  the  house  with  his  Indian 
budget ;  which  he  waited,  as  he  had  declared,  to  have  properly 
shaped.  They  all  understood  what  tha^ng  East  India  accounts 
was;  but  that  shaping  would,  as  he  had  just  declared,  have 
been  unnecessary,  had  his  right  honourable  friends 's  bill  passed ; 
as  one  of  its  operations  was,  to  have  obliged  the  accounts  of  the 
company  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  laid  before  the  house,  Mr. 
Sheridan  agiun  recurred  to  his  proposition  of  a  new,  a  fair,  and 
an  impaitial  committee,  to  examine  and  report  the  real  state  of 
the  revenue,  and  its  expenditure. 

Mr.  Gremille  rrplUd.  Mr.  Burke  etenlpaled  llu  tterel  eommilttefnm  Ikt 
ehargt  made  upon  Ihem,  bjf  Mr.  Grmnfle ;  <md  adi»i,  that  to  far  from  Mr. 
SIttridaH  being  Uabie  lo  it,  he  did  aemre  the  right  honourable  gentiemam,  that 
tXl  committee  had  not  leen  attufed  by  hit  honourable  friend  more  than  once,  a»d 
Iken  he  had  given  them  hii  companj/  onlgfor  ha^f  an  hour,  Mr.  Grenvilte  ad- 
mi/fed  that  Mr.  Burke  had  fuUi/  cleared  himseff  and  the  committee  from  the 
charge  of  Aokuiji  mode  an  indMcreet  lue  of  their  powert ;  imtead,  therrfore,  of 
Mr.  Sheridan  bring  liable  to  the  euipicion  that  he  had  nggetled  t^fhit  epeaking 
from  too  good  ii^ormation  on  Ihe  tubjeel  of  the  elate  nf  the  eompattf'i  t^airt  u 
India  ;  it  woe  evident  he  had  tpokenfrom  no  ii^ormation  at  aB. 

Mr.  Sheridan  desired  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  when 
he  thought  proper  to  ar^fue  upon  the  degree  of  information  from 
which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  spoken,  to  rest  bis  arguments  on 
what  he  admitted  to  be  the  information  in  his  possession ;  and 
not  on  what  any  other  person  stated  it  to  be.  He  alone  could 
be  a  judge  of  the  information  in  his  mind,  and  the  sourceB  from 
whence  that  information  was  derived.  The  quarter,  from  whence 
he  had  learnt  what  he  hinted  at,  was  an  indisputable  authority ; 
and  such  as  he  should  not  be  ashamed  to  state  to  the  house. 

Th<-  reeolulion  toot  read  a  teeond  time  and  agreed  lo. 
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TAX  OM  rOST  BOSBEG. 
Mr.  Sate  Imnglit  up  the  bill/or  farming  the  tat  on  poif  liona. 
Mb.  Sheridan  haviog  gbserred,  that  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  do  iDore  than  take  up  a  sbort  time  of  the  bouse,  stated 
aereral  BTguments  against  the  bill ;  and  particularly  contended, 
that  the  house  could  not  del^ate  the  powers  of  the  executive 
gorernment  to  others,  who 'were  not  amenable  to  that  house- 
With  regard  to  the  ridicule  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  pleased  to  throw  upon  the  suggestion  of  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  sat  on  the  bench  with  the  chancellor 
td  the  exchequer  (Mr.  Bastard),  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  as- 
certaining what  the  produce  of  the  post-horse  tax  ought  to  b^— 
by  getting  at  an  account  of  the  number  of  horses  kept  by  the 
innkeepers  throughout  the  kingdom — there  was  nothing  nearly 
■o  ludicrous  in  that,  as  in  some  of  the  modes  of  regulating  the 
collection,  and  carrying  some  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
own  taxes  into  effect,  which  he  had  at  different  times  proposed 
to  the  house.  He  remembered — among  other  most  ridiculous 
ideas,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated  with  re- 
spect to  his  horse  tax — the  obli^ng  persons  to  put  .up  the 
names,  characters,  and  qualities  of  the  horses  they  kept,  on  the 
church-doors ;  and  another,  of  stamping  the* accoutrements  of 
the  horses  at  the  turnpike-gates,  as  they  passed.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  so  remarkable  fur  disturbing,  shift- 
ing, and  changing  the  mode  of  collecticn  of  the  taxes,  that  his 
desire  to  put  the  post-horse  tax  out  to  fann  for  a  term  of  years, 
appeared  to  him  as  if  the  right  hiHiourable  gentleman  was  so 
conscious  of  his  own  propensity  to  meddle  with  the  collection  of 
the  taxes,  that  he  knew  he  could  not  trust  himself;  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  determined  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  touch  the 
post-horse  tax  for  three  years  to  come.  He  could  not  otherwise 
account  for  his  propodng  a  scheme  so  irreconcileable  to  the 
principles  of  the  British  constitution.  What  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said  respecting  the  excise,  Mr.  Sheridan  ad- 
mitted was  perfectly  just,  when  applied  to  the  excise  as  a  mode 
of  collecting  a  part  of  the  revenues,  recognized  by  parliament, 
and  established  and  existing  in  the  country ;  but  the  case  would 
have  proved  widely  different,  bad  there  been  no  5ucb  thing  as 
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an  existing  excise.  With  respect  to  wbat  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  geotleman,  who  had  said  that  he  would  support  the 
bill,  because  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  thing  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  contents ;  but  that  he  was  a  zealous  friend 
to  the  constitution,  and  had  resisted  two  bills,  which  he  tboughl 
likely  to  affect  the  constitutic»i  in  church  and  state ;  he  pre- 
sumed, he  alluded  to  the  good  old  cause  of  clamour,  his  right 
honourable  friend's  East  India  bill,  and  to  the  bill  in  favour  of 
the  dissenters,  moved  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman  behind 
him  (Mr.  BeauFoy).  If  so,  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
welcome  to  his  boast,  and  all  the  credit  which  belonged  to  it ; 
but,  undoubtedly,  the  bill  then  under  consideration  was  a  much 
more  violent,  as  well  as  a  more  dangerous,  attack  on  the  ctxi- 
stitution.  Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey's 
declaration,  that  he  had  entertained  sentiments  of  alarm  and 
jealouEy  respecting  the  measure ;  but  that  he  was  now  satisfied 
he  might  safely  support  it.  The  honourable  baronet  was  the 
most  easily  satisfied  of  any  man  he  ever  heard  of  t  for,  wlmt  had 
fallen  from  the  right  htmourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kx- 
chequer  F — nothing  more  than  a  desire,  that  gentlemen  would 
wait  till  the  bill  was  printed,  and  till  they  knew  its  contrats,  be- 
fore they  made  up  their  minds  upon  it. 

ThtgveMtioniDiuptU.mdtheluniteiiBidei!  age*  76;  Mo  39.  ThbOltMi 
read  ajirtt  time. 


BILL  FOS  UORB  EFFECTUALLY  UANNtNG  THE  BBITISH  NAVT. 

Mb.  Shexidam  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  respecting 
which,  he  said,  he  should  have  no  occasion  to  trouble  the  house 
long ;  as  the  bill  was,  in  some  measure,  the  same  with  one  which 
the  house  had  entertained  during  the  course  of  the  last  session, 
excepting  that  the  obnoxious  clauses  were  left  out.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan declared,  he  had  not  himself  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the 
whole  of  its  present  contents ;  but  all  he  meant  to  do  then  wai^ 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  it  in  ;  to  have  it  read  a  first  time,  and 
printed ;  and  then  to  leave  it  till  the  next  session,  for  the  consi- 
deration of  gentlemen  during  the  recess.  He  added,  farther, 
that  be  should  graft  a  plan  upon  it,  for  the  advantageous  em- 
ployment  of  those  youths  who  now  led  a  life  of  infamy  and  idle- 
ness.    Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving, 
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"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  more  effectually  to 
Bupply  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  with  seamen,  when  occa- 
doD  shall  require  ;  and  to  encourage  men,  under  certain  regula- 
tions  and  bounties,  voluntarily  to  engage  themselves  for  that 
service,  whenever  they  shall  be  duly  called  for." 

Mr.  Brett  am^Uamtd  of  hoBtug  bttn  attaekai  amd  vU^hd  i*  Ik*  MHWpaptn, 
bf  Iht  makert  qf  the  biU,  by  wnu,  for  tlu  lamgmiffe  vkieh  ht  kM  ia  ikai  iowe 
rrtptetats  ii  aia  wtembtr  nf  forlimmtut. 

SwA  ofawe  he  eontidered  oi  m  allack  on  Ihefrttdom  tf  debate,  md  he  had 
declared  that  he  more  that  amee  had  it  ia  tontemplatim,  to  make  afarmai  mm»- 
flaiat  sfHM  the  m^ect. 

Hr.  Sheridan  assured  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  if 
he  thought  he  bad  any  hand  in  the  newspaper  attacks  alluded 
to,  be  was  mistaken.  He  considered  the  measure  merely,  and  not 
the  men,  who  were  the  authors  and  suggestors  of  it. 

Lord  Uoodrot*  to  eotdat  tome  id»a*  which  h*  eoneeived  to  be  in  the  biUj  and 
vhidi,  he  $aid,  he  knew  fi-om  experience  eotdd  not  be  adopted  tnfhimt  great  in- 


Mr.  Sheridan  be^^  leave  to  assure  the  noble  lord,  that  no 
such  ideas,  as  those  to  which  his  lordship  had  alluded,  were  con- 
tained in  the  bill.  He  b^ged,  that  gentlemen  in  general  would 
suspend  thdr  opinions  dll  the  bill  should  be  printed ;  and  re- 
minded the  house,  that  he  had  declared,  be  had  not  himself  made 
up  his  ideas  to  all  the  contents  of  the  bill. 

Uu  qaettioit  being  put,  Ike  rttolniion  ma*  agreed  to. 

AFFAIftS  OF  TBS  PKINCE  OF  WALES. 
On  the  iOlh  nf  April,  premau  to  the  epeaing  of  the  budget,  a  ndject  teat 
brtngkt  formtrd  in  the  htnue,  bf  Mr.  Alderman  Nevnham,  vhieh  had  for  mmc 
time  irfore,  ttronglg  engaged  the  ailention  andfeeUnge  <^f  the  pnbUe; — nameig, 
the  etAamuted  ttaie  tif  thefinanou  q^  the  Prinee  ^  tFalm.  Tie  ettabUtkmeni 
^hi*  Jtoyol  Highmae'i  konethold  look  place  upon  hie  coming  iff  age,  in  1783, 
daring  the  JDnke  iff  Forlhtnd'i  adrntntttraiian.  It  ia  well  known  that  a  great 
diff'eremea  ^  opimon  nbtitted,  at  that  time,  betvee*  the  great  pertonage  wUk 
wAow  thejhud  mlttement  qf  the  qffair  reated,  and  tke  penont  iduee  dalg  it  wom 
to  gioe  him  their  advice  npen  the  tnijeel,  reepeeling  Ike  tnm  to  be  Mowed  for 
tkatpurpoee.  Upon  a  fail  coneideraHen^  what  wai  Ikonghi  becoming  Ike  credit 
1^  tktwdion,  and  tke  etaUtdreekk  of  th»  har  apparent  to  the  tkrone  :-~the  great 
inereaee  in  the  value  q^  everjr  article  qf  enpeiidititre,  oarf  tke  woMiiy  qf  tnek  a 
liberal  provision,  a*  might  totally  enperaede  tke  nectetUg  of  tnenrring  debt.  T%e 
Miuff er«  qf  that  dag  are  laid  to  have  propoted  tkai  an  annmU  income  ikovld  be 
lettUd  upon  him  bg  parHament  qf  £100,000.  Thia  propoaition  ie  aaut  (o  kaee 
been  not  onlg  entirely  diaapproved  qf  bg  the  King,  but  ry'ected  with  exprewioiw 
qfanA  marked  rttentment,  aa  to  make  the  immediate  rttignalion  qf  Ikaie  minia. 
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ten  mart  thaKpnb^>U.  h  lllu  emergamf,  Ike  Priaeenf  WaU:Kke  hadtixHg 
manifml^  a  fmmHnak  opimiiM  i^  that  partg.  mttrpottd.  amigaoe  iketiorU, 
Mpoii  thitltafrttittp  i»  pMic  l^t,  a  iMk^  pnqf  hoth  iff  )iu  JOUH  drnty  aid 
ptblietpirit.  He  $ign\fiedhu  iain,tM  themkolttnuinen  tlumldbe  l^  to  lilt 
Khg;  mddedartdhunadimtmtoaecrptitfyihalttierprooitumlJu  Khigmkh 
iBi»d«m  and  good»e*t  thould  lUak  mott  fit :  and  at  Iht  tame  lime  he  ttprtned  Ait 
raneat  wiihei  thai  no  mitmderttaading  tkottld  aritt  between  the  King,  and  Aw 
lien  mimtttn,  «»  aeemmt  of  ang  arrangement  in  Khiek  hi*  perwonal  inia^t  onlj 
maa  eoneerned.  In  eonaeqneneo  qf  thit  tnltrfennet,  the  qffiiir  appear*  to  Aok 
been  accommodated;  and  an  aUomtnet  ^  £60,000  a  year,  pagiM*  oat  qf  the 
dvil  li*t  rvwNM,  vuuteltUd  «pM  hit  Aoyol  fi^t^fawn.  A  very  few  year*  eape- 
rwwrc  made  it  bnt  loo  man^fett  that  thi*  prorition  wo*  inade^nale  to  the  ptapoK 
for  «UeA  U  wot  detigned.  In  1786  Ikt  Prince  wat/onnd  to  hare  eontraeled  a 
d^l  to  Iht  amonnt  <if  iClOO.OOO,  dkIwiw  ^  £60,000  md  ttpatardt,  expended 
on  Carlton  Sonet.  I%e  Prince  wot  no  tooner  made  acqnainled  with  the  tm- 
barratttdttale<if  hie  ^iffairt,  and  Ihe  great  dittretiintBhiehitnectttarilfiatMleed 
a  eontiderable  nnmier  iff  Ait  creditor;  than  ke  eaate  to  a  retobUion  cf  taUng 
tome  e^lmal  nuatitretfer  their  rtli^.  Hitfirtt  appUeation  mu  to  the  King 
hit  father;  npon  tohoie  ifffectitm  alone  he  toithed  to  rely,  and  to  whaeejadgmeni 
he  declared  hit  readinete  to  nbmit  hit  pott,  and  to  conform  hit  fnlare  condnct. 
ByhUMigt^'idireetioniaf%Uaccon»ttfthePrinee't<^airtnere  laidh^fOre 
kirn;  bnt  from  tome  dittati^aetion  ta  the  mind  qf  lUi  Mt^etty,  a  direct  rrfnttl 
to  qfford  him  any  relirf  teat  eonoeyad  to  hit  Royal  Highmett  through  oxe^the 
principtU  nffieer*  ^f  ttale.  In  contequence  tff  ihit  r^fiital,  the  Prince  appemt  to 
have  conceived  kimteff  bonnd  in  hononr  and  jnatice,  to  have  reeonne  to  the  oab 
expedient  that  tea<  now  l^  him.  Hit  determination  mat  prompt  and  manly.  TV 
dag  nfter  he  receieed  the  mettagefi-om  the  King,  he  ditmiated  the  officers  ^  Kt 
cowl,  and  rednced  the  eattddithment  nf  hit  hontehold  to  that  <if  a  prieate  gentle- 
man. He  ordered  hit  kortet  to  be  told !  the  worka  at  Carlton  Houae  to  be  atop- 
pedi  and  tneh  porta  at  were  not  necettaryfor  hiapertonal  ntet  tobedmt  ^. 
thtm  iktae  tooingt  on  ainaud  turn  qf£VifiQO  mat  tet  apart  and  vetted  m  tie 
kandt  <tf  tnaleea,  for  th»  payment  qf  hi*  debt*.  TUt  conduct,  however  land- 
^de  it  may  appear,  did  not  eacape  cenattre ;  if  wa*  rtpreeeated  aa  precipitate  ani 
ditreapectful  to  the  King ;  and  waa  taid  to  haee  been  a  prineipal  canae  itf  differ- 
ence witk  kit  Majetty,  An  event  which  happened  toon  tffler,  qffbrded  a  public 
proitf  of  the  ditpleature  he  had  incurred— vix.  the  danger  to  wkiek  Ua  Migeaty't 
ltf>  wot  egpoted  in  Angutl,  1766.  Upon  that  ocauion  lu  notUx  whatever  tfftha 
aeeident  wat  emweyed  to  the  Prince  by  the  court.  He  learned  it  at  Brighton, 
from  ike  iirformation  of  a  private  eorreepondetd :  he  immediatelgfiev  to  fUnd- 
tor,  where  ke  wa*  received  by  Ike  Queen ;  but  tke  King  did  not  aee  hfm.  It  ma* 
impottiUe  that  the  tituation  to  wAkA  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne  wat  rednetd 
ahould  be  regarded  witk  indifference,  either  at  home  or  abroad;  and  what  mad* 
the  indignity  of  hit  condition  Ike  more  gentralk/ fell  and  hmented,  wat,  that  no 
maa  wat  ever  nors  highly  qualified  by  dittinguithed  qffabilUy,  amiable  manner*, 
and  a  noble  and  liberal  diapoailion  to  adorn  the  tplendour  to  which  kia  exalted 
birth  entitled  Aim.  7^  Duke  of  Orleana,  the  richeil  indrndwil  in  Europe,  wlo 
aaaatthit  time  apan  a  viait  in  thia  antnlry,  it  i*  reported,  preited  the  Prine*  i* 
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H»  ttnmg^  MOMMT  to  mait  aM  qf  Au/orhnw,  tiU  Mae/onwniUe  ekmgt  iIumU 
take  place  m  kit  eiretimttaveei,  to  tahaUvtr  taint  it  tdgUJM  aconMvy.  TWi 
t0er,  tkotgh  doMiUem,  gauroiuljf  iiUtmItd,ftt  fidl  nf  daiigtr  MtteponiUefM- 
dmey  to  tK»  fMie  w^art,  th»  Prmte,firomamee  ttnit  ^imbf  to  tkt  public, 
Jteliaed.  T%a  tamt  pkifa'c  prineiplt  mtkheld  him,  alto,  from  atmiatg  himte^ 
q^  tiUw  reMWMt  wWel  Ac  •nriow  tptetilatioiu  nf  momied  mta  are  laM  hutn 
la  he^  emttaiUUi  opat  la  titi*  sohon  to  the  temporary  tMtntt  0/  tht  ntetuilont. 
It  iMt  ill  Ihtte  cireimttancti  qf  private  tUttrtM  a^pHbke  tpiril,  thai  tie  tipe. 
iStnt  wu  tuggetted  (o  Am  Bogal  Hy/lmeu  bf  leoeral  rtipeetabh  metthrre  ^f  the 
hunt  qf  eommmu,  ^  appeaii»g  to  thejuitvxiaidgeMroiUf^theaation  inpar- 
Uammt.  To  Ihti  MCimre  lie  Prinee  appettrt  to  Aom  atmt*d,  Ml  mare  from  a 
tMfurai  with  to  free  himtefffrom  Ut  pecMmary  emharraMwme%tt,  tho»fnim  a  d»- 
tirt  to  io  oiMijr  ami  had  impremm,  that  the  mi^trtmat  qf  hmnrng  ineitmd  the 
royal  dirpleatare,  and  the  con»eqtuiit  r^fMol  tifuffordbtg  him  any  rtHtf,  might 
kaot  l^l  HpoK  the  wundt  of  the  pailie.  Aecordingl]/,  on  the  day  idready  men~ 
tioMd,  30M  ^f  -April,  Mr.  Aldormam  Netniham  dtmonied,  in  kit  place,  ^  the 
Chaacttlor  of  the  E*eheq*tr,  tehether  it  wu  Iht  aiteniia»  iff  hi*  Mtyuly't  Mi- 
m»tert  to  bring  fbnoardaiafpropotMon  for  reieming  the  Prince  qf  IFolt*  firom 
hitprotent  embamuoed  a»d  ditlrttied  rilitaiion.  I\ir  thoughhit  condtiet,  taidtr 
the  dffflenltiet  toith  tpKich  ht  laboiired,  reJUctod  tht  highett  honour  upon  hit 
duraeteri  yet  bethought  it  teould bring  indekile  ditgraee  upon  tht  nation,  ifht 
H«n  mgered  to  remain  any  longer  in  hit  prtteut  reduced  eiraamtaneet.  3b  Ihit 
futtlionMr.Pitt  r^iitd,thatil»iu  not  hit  duty  tobringforwirda  lu^jtettiftht 
nature  that  had  been  mentioned,  excepting  by  the  couauand  qf  hit  Mtgetty;  and 
thai  he  bad  not  been  honoured  mith  lueh  a  command.  Upon  tbia  Mr.  NemAam 
gave  notice  qf  hit  intention  to  bring  the  tflgeet  reguJariy  before  the  koute,  by  a 
motion,  on  the  Uh  iff  May.  I*  the  mean  time  the  frieudi  of  the  Prince  were  in- 
dtfaligable  in  their  endeaimir*  to  proeure  the  itipport  of  Ihe  independent  numben 
Hf  parliament  to  the  propotrd  motion  ;  tmdai  teoeral  mtetirtgt,  tthieh  loere  held 
for  thai  pwrpott,  their  namben  vtre  to  eontiderable  u  to  give  eaute  qf  teriou* 
alarm  to  the  wtinitfer.  On  the  Mth  qf  April,  Mr.  Pitt,  ofter  raiwetfytg  that 
Mr.  NeaiAam  tcouid  i^orm  the  houte  more  particularly  qf  the  nature  qf  the 
motion  he  intended  to  make,  adeerled  to  the  extreme  deUoacy  of  the  tubfeet,  and 
declared  that  the  kaouiledgt  ht  patttaitd  qf  many  circumttancn  relying  to  it, 
made  kiantttremely  onmou*  to  pemade  tie  houte,  tfpotiible,  topment  thedit- 
cuttion  qf  it.  Should,  hotetver,  the  honourable  mmier  pertitt  n  hit  determina- 
tion to  bring  itfoneard,  it  would  be  abtolutely  necettary  to  lay  thote  eireum- 
ttaneet  b^ort  the  public ;  and,  however  dittreieing  it  might  prove  to  him  at  an 
indioidual,  from  the  prqfoundretpeet  he  had  for  every  part  qf  the  Royal  Fbmily. 
he  *Ao»fi  diteharge  kit  duly  to  tkepMie,  and  enter  fully  into  lie  ti^tjeet.  At 
the  tame  time,  Mr.  SoOe,  m  adherent  qf  the  minittert.  wAo  dittingntiied  AtMttjf 
greatly  by  Ht  zebl  upon  Ml  oeeaiion,  declared  that  the  guettion  btvoioed  matter 
fy  wUch  lie  conetitution,  boti  m  ekarck  and  ttate,  might  be  euentiaiiy  i^ffieeltd: 
and  that  if  Ihefrieudt  qf  Ike  Prince  qf  Walttpenitted  m  tieir  attempt,  it  would 
be  necettary  to  inquire  into  Ikou  eireumitaneet  alto.  What  the  eireumttonett  to 
tolemnly  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  thit  eonoenation  were,  lie  iouie  wat  Itflfer 
the  prttenl  to  tanjedmrt.     Tit  menaee  thrown  out  by  Mr.  RoUe  wat  tpril  IbMim 
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(o  oUiMlf  to  «QM  MKppoid  mwinIw*  &«(»««)i  <A«  JVmm  onJ  Mr*.  PiUktrbrrt, 
to  tehom  ht  had  for  mimt  time  maa^ttled  a  Mtrong  attadtmttU.  Fhr,  uelmtk- 
tiit»di»g  (Ac  poniUh'fy  of  a  mamaga  bettMtH  tho»t  hM  partia  nnu  ^tetmB§ 
guardrd  agauut  hy  fht  Hoifol  Marriage  Act,  grttU  paiiu  had  btm  lake»,  and  mat 
tntinly  vithomi  nentt,  la  mialead  Ike  ignoroMi,  and  le  ii^lame  fhe  Miwft  nf  th» 
vtlgar,  %ptnt  thai  mlfftei ; — tailk  vhatvirw  it  would  have  betHmort  tt*y  to  ant' 
ctivt  i»formtr  limtt  Ihai  at prmt»l,whn all  Iht  eiumim qf  the  ffoiue qf  Bnm*- 
■rieit  areruppoted  to  hmt  eeated  from  amongMl  Ihe  ■nW— ■  OlsAU  37tt^M* 
tame  month  Mr.  NtwiAam,  t»  eomfliaMm  wiA  tiit  rt^mvt  that  had  bvm  made, 
tign^ed  lo  the  ioMe  Ami  tht  m»Hon  he  inleaded  to  maie  vowU  be  to  thtfoUom- 
m§i0eeti  "  TJtata*  hwnMt  addrtt*  bt  prtetnted  to  kit  Mi^fy,  prafutg  Mmlo 
take  into  Am  Jleyol  eontideration  the  prtetHl  tmharraued  elate  ^  the  tfg^ure  qf 
the  Prixee  of  Woke,  and  lo  grant  him  meh  relt^  ai  hie  rogal  mtdom  ihonld 
think  fit  I  and  that  the  hoaee  mould  make  good  Ihe  wame."  Several  membere  om 
Mh  tide*  qf  the  hotue  having  arum  lo  deprecate  the  further  di»autioti  of  lU* 
biuinev,  mid  lo  acpreu  their  eameit  teiihee  thai  it  might  be  aeoommodated  m 
«<nM  other  matmer, 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  himself  impreBsed  with  as  high  a 
sense  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  thia  subject,  as  any 
person  could  possibly  be ;  and  considered  it  perhaps  of  greater 
consequence  than  any  other  that  was  ever  agitated  within  these 
walls :  he  felt,  in  common  with  other  members,  an  extreme  de- 
gree of  reluctance  in  discussing,  as  a  question,  what,  if  it  came 
from  another  quarter,  could  admit  of  no  controversy.  But, 
looking  to  the  circumstances,  and  above  all,  the  proceedings  of 
his  Royal  Highness  under  every  difficulty ;  and  keeping  in  mind, 
at  the  same  time,  what  was  due  to  the  dignity,  the  honour,  and  the 
gratitude  of  the  whole  British  empire,  he  would  not  confine  theia> 
terest  of  the  question  to  the  country  members  alone,  respectable 
and  highly  revered  as  they  ought  to  be ;  but  he  should  not  hesitate 
to  declare  that  every  individual  of  the  BtMe,  and  every  member  of 
parliament  in  particular,  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  subject  of 
the  motion.  He  differed  much  with  those  who  represented  that 
alarming  ctxisequences  of  disunion  might  ensue  from  the  issue 
of  this  motion,  and  that  the  existence  of  the  church  and  state 
were  endangered  by  its  agitation.  He  did  not  well  know  what 
precise  meaning  to  affix  to  expressions  of  this  kind,  but  he  was 
very  well  convinced  that  the  motion  which  was  now  made,  after 
every  method  had  failed,  originated  only  in  a  consciousness  of 
the  unparalleled  difficulties  under  which  the  heir  of  the  crown 
was  so  long  suffered  to  labour.  7%«^  very  much  mistook  both 
the  conduct  and  character  of  what  were  called  the  Opposition 
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in  this  country,  who  should  hint  or  imagine  that  they  wished  to 
take  any  political  advantage  of  difierences  subsisting  between 
any  branches  of  the  royat  family ;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
no  (urcuiDBtance  to  which  they  looked  forward  with  more  anxiety 
and  zeal,  than  that  the  illustrious  son  should  be  restored  as  • 
fully  and  speedily  as  possible  to  the  royal  arms,  and  the  confi- 
dence and  affections  of  his  father. 

But  in  addition  to  the  expressions  of  which  he  had  already 
taken  notice,  there  was  another  which  he  reflected  on  with  very 
great  attention,  and  which,  coming,  as  it  did,  from  the  minister 
on  a  former  day,  was  the  more  entitled  to  seriouH  observation ; 
he  meant  an  inunuation  that  there  were  circumstances  which 
must  come  out  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  to  show  the 
impropriety  of  granting  the  assiBtaQce  required.  On  a  Eugge»< 
tion  such  as  this,  it  would  be  ridiculous,  indeed,  for  any  person 
to  obtrude  himself  without,  at  least,  sufficient  authority,  and  for 
his  part  he  could  declare  on  the  very  best  and  the  highest  autho- 
rity, that  neither  the  friends  of  the  Prince,  nor  his  Royal  High- 
oeM  himself,  had  any  other  wish  than  that  every  circumstance 
in  the  whole  series  of  bis  oooduct  should  be  most  minutely  and 
accurately  inquired  into ;  and  those  who  felt  most  for  hia  situa- 
tion were  ready  to  meet,  and  anxious  to  oiter  upon,  every 
species  of  investigation  that  should  be  suggested.  It  was  his 
Royal  Highnesses  decided  wish  that  no  part  of  his  conduct,  cir- 
tjumstancea,  or  situation,  should  be  treated  with  ambiguity,  «m- 
cealment,  or  affected  tenderness ;  but  that  whatever  related  to 
him  should  be  discussed  openly,  and  with  fair,  manly,  and  direct 
examination.  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  he  expected  that 
long  before  this  the  awkwardness  of  discussion  would  have  been 
prevented  by  relief  from  another  quarter;  and  such  was  the  re- 
luctance which  he  felt  in  agitating  the  question  in  a.  hostile 
manner,  that,  short  as  the  period  was  between  this  and  the  day 
announced  for  the  motion,  he  stillexpected  that  something  might 
be  done  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  so  as  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary. Every  person  was  convinced  how  much  the  circumstances 
of  the  Prince  were  in  need  of  assistance ;  and  he  was  much  sur- 
prised that,  feeling  as  they  do,  even  his  Majesty's  ministers 
should  not,  if  necessary,  have  used  their  influence  long  before 
this  to  obtain  so  wished-for  an  object.  Whatever  was  brought 
forward  (Mr,  Sheridan  asserted)  he  knew  would  meet  with  an 
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unequivocal  and  complete  reply,  such  as,  he  was  asaured,  his 
Royal  Highness  would  bimscJf  give  as  a  peer  of  Great  Britain, 
were  a  question  of  this  nature  to  be  agitated  in  another  house. 
How  far  such  a  discussion  might  be  proper,  be  left  to  the  feeling 
■  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded  to  decide. 

Mr.  BMe,  Mr.  Demptler,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Huttej/,  Mr.  Pma^,  Mr.  Droit, 
and  Mr,  Atdtrman  Wattom,  hammg  deUstrtd  lllar  itniimatlt  ajKM  the  labftel, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again,  and  contended,  that  the  respectful 
manner  in  which  the  address  to  his  Majesty  would  be  couched, 
must  do  away  all  apprehensims  of  jealousy  or  disunion  arising 
from  the  subject  of  the  proposed  motion.  Were  any  sucb  effects 
expected,  it  should  have  been  the  duty  of  ministers  to  obviate 
than,  by  antidpating  the  purpose  of  what  the  alderman  intended 
to  submit.  Nor  was  he  able  to  comprehend  why  the  notice  of 
this  measure  should  have  produced  any  alarm  amongst  the 
country  members^  who  must  be  aware  that  the  Prince  should  not 
be  suffered  to  continue  in  such  embarrassed  circumstances ;  and 
that  the  motion  must  inevitably  come  from  one  quarter  or  the 
other.  With  regard  (o  the  mode  of  the  motion  being  brought 
forward,  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  one  was  the  best 
which  could  be  adopted ;  for  as  to  the  amount  of  his  Royal 
Highness's  debts,  he  believed  that  this  could  not  well  be  ascer- 
tained, his  creditors  being  so  grateful  for  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  he  acted,  that  they  bad  not  yet  brought  in  their  accounts. 
However,  the  necessity  of  the  case  made  it  indispensable  to  use 
some  means ;  and  he  would  put  it  to  either  «de  of  the  house,  or 
any  individual  in  it,  whether,  after  what  had  passed,  there  was 
any  possibility  of  the  motion  being  given  up.  Insinuations  had 
been  thrown  out  in  the  first  instance,  and  converted  into  asser- 
tions this  day,  which  the  honour  and  feelings  of  the  parties 
made  it  necessiu-y  to  have  explained ;  and  should  the  gentlemen 
engaged  now  recede  from  the  measure,  the  natural  infermce 
would  be  on  the  part  of  the  public,  that  they  were  afraid  of  the 
circumstances  which  were  threatened  to  be  brought  against 
them ;  and,  not  daring  to  meet  the  discussion,  were  at  last  re- 
duced to  forego  their  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridaa  said,  some  honourable  gentlemen  had  thought 
proper  vehemently  to  express  their  anxious  wishes  that  the 
business  should  be  deferred  ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  erected  an  insuperable  bar  to  such 
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a  measure.  He  appealed  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
own  candour  whether  that  house,  whether  the  country,  whether 
all  Europe,  could  form  any  other  opinion  of  such  behaviour, 
than  that  the  prince  had  yielded  to  terror  what  he  bad  denied  to 
argument  ?  What  could  the  world  think  of  such  conduct,  but 
that  he  fled  from  inquiry  and  dared  not  face  his  accusers  ?  But 
if  such  was  the  deugn  of  such  threats,  he  believed  they  would 
find  that  the  author  of  them  had  as  much'  mistaken  the  feelings 
as  the  conduct  of  the  prince.  With  respect  to  its  being  sup- 
posed that  the  party  with  whom  Mr.  Sheridan  had  the  honour 
to  act  had  been  guilty  of  fomenting  the  unhappy  divisions 
which  were  conceived  to  exist  in  the  royal  family,  he  said,  that 
the  charge  was  as  false  as  it  was  foolish.  Such  a  difference,  so 
far  ftvm  assiBting,  must  materially  injure  those  who  were  not 
admitted  into  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  whose  opposition  was 
not  founded  on  any  little  persmial  animontife,  but  on  broad, 
solid,  constitutional  grounds. 

71^  Speater  put  aa  ewlta  the  qtieiliim/w  Ihtprtitnt,  bf  eaUingt^ptMAldtr- 
man  Nraniam  to  hrmg  up  a  petition  irAicA  he  had  in  hit  hiaid.  Mr.  PHI  qff  ir- 
•nardt  renrwtd  the  n^tet,  aad  declared  that  he  had  been  ifrealty  nattmderttood, 
if  it  uu  eonetived  thai  he  meant  la  thrtne  oat  any  uutnuifuMu  iifjmvmt  t6  the 
eharaeter  of  the  Prinee  of  Walee.  The  partiealart  to  lehich  he  aOaded,  and 
which  he  might  find  it  neeatary  to  ttate  fitUf  to  the  houie,  related  onfjr  to  hit 
peeuntary  ^atrt,  aad  to  a  eorreipondence  that  had  taken  place  on  that  uJgeet, 
and  which  he  thoaght  would  tati^  the  heute  of  the  impropriely  of  complying 
toUk  the  propoted  moHoH. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  was  extremely  glad  that  the  right 
honourable  goitleman  had  explained  himself;  because,  most  un- 
doubtedly, as  he  had  left  the  subject  the  other  day,  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  declaration  bad 
*been  the  very  construction  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  now  so  fully  cleared  himself  from  having  any  intention 
to  convey.  As  to  the  matter,  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  he 
thought  any  sort  of  allusion  would  have  been  in  the  extremest 
degree  indelicate  and  disrespectful.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, however,  had  entirely  cleared  his  mind  from  any  farther 
conception,  that  he  meant  to  make  any  allusion  which  could  have 
anything  to  do  but  with  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  his 
Royal  Highness. 
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Afbil  30. 
arfairs  of  the  pbince  of  wales. 
Mr,Neiim}ummadeafeieobieniatioiuitp(Mtihet'hadpa*»tdoiitliei7ll>-  Ht 
rtmarked,  that  nucA  had  btta  *aidof  thflmdfnuuof  the  ground  npott  which  he 
trod,  and  iff  the  dangeroia  comequmcet  that  might  ariwfrom  hii  pattvtranet. 
He  declared  hivueff  iataUy  ignorant  of  the  gronndt  of  IhoK  apprthetiHoH*,  itilh 
vhiek  otktTB  were  to  vnavaidabh/  JUltd.  If  there  vm  danger  tn  the  meature,  let 
than  who  gaee  oceanon  to  it  tremble  at  the  amiegteiiea.  He  law  nonx;  the 
prince  laie  none;  and  it  via*  bg  hi*  expre**  deeire  that  he  aoio  gone  nolitt  he 
ihould  pnme  hit  detig*.  Highig  honoured,  a*  he  concetved  hin*e(f  to  be,  bf 
theprine*'*  eoiffidence  upon  tki*  occanon,  he  tea*  not  to  he  intimidated:  and  he 
eotld  amure  the  home,  that  neither  uoi  hi*  Boyal  Highnete  to  he  deterred  from 
hi*  pnrpoie  bg  the  bait  andfaUe  rumouri  mhieh  leere  tpread  abroad  canceming 
Mm.  Mr.  Fox,  uho  had  been  abeetU  on  the  former  debate,  etme  dotrm  thitdej/ 
with  the  immediate  authority  from  the  Prince  of  JValee  to  attnrt  the  home,  there 
wat  no  part  qf  hi*  conduct  that  he  wot  either  t^aid  or  mtwiUing  to  have  iaee*- 
tigated  in  (hefuUett  fdnnur.  IVilh  regard  to  the  private  correepondenoe  alhded 
to,  he  wi*hed  it  to  be  laid  before  the  home,  hecatue  he  eimld  take  npon  himteff  to 
aeiert,  that  it  would  prove  the  conduct  of  hiiHoyal  Highneaa  to  have  been  in  the 
highett  degree  oRuofrfe,  and  would  pretext  at  uniform  a^d  perfect  a  picture  of 
diUg  and  obedience,  at  ever  i*  any  inttance  had  been  thoan  from  a  eon  to  Hi 
father,  orfrotn  a  tubjecl  to  hit  levereign.  With  reipect  to  the  debt,  tohich  wot 
the  eauie  of  hi*  present  difficultiet,  the  prince  wai  willing,  if  the  honte  thaiM 
deem  it  neeetearg,  to  give  a  fair  and  general  account,  in  writing.  <if  every  part  <tf 
it.  With  regard  to  aZktioM  made  by  one  memiier  to  tomething  full  nf  danger  to 
the  ehmreh  and  tlate,  he  withed  he  had  ipohen  more  explicitly.  If  he  allnded  to 
a  certain  law  and  maUdout  rumonr  which  had  been  indutMouilg  propagated  with- 
out doori,  he  wot  authorized  to  declare  it  to  be  afaltehood.  He  thought  that  a 
tale,  fit  OTily  to  impoie  upon  the  lowest  qf  the  vulgar,  could  not  hone  gained  credit 
for  a  moment  in  that  home.  71>  this  Mr.  Bolle  replied,  that  Mr.  FbK  had  said, 
the  fact  alluded  to  idu  impoitible  to  have  happened,  J%eg  oU  knew,  indeed,  that 
there  were  certain  law*  and  aeit  of  parliament  which  forbade  it,  and  made  U  naU 
and  void;  but  ilHl  it  might  ham  taken  place,  though  not  under  the  formal  Mme- 
tion  <^  law;  and  upon  that  point  he  wished  to  be  tati^fied.  Mr.  Fax  obtened, 
that  though  what  he  had  taid  b^ore  wot,  he  thought,  tt^fficient  to  tati^  eoerf 
candid  and  liberal  mind,  he  wa*  wilUng,  if  poitible,  to  $oti^  the  mo*t  perverw. 
When  he  denied  the  enlimMy  in  quetlion,  he  meant  to  deny  it,  not  merely  with 
regard  to  the  effect  of  certain  exitting  law*,  but  to  deny  it  im  tote,  in  point  nffnat 
at  well  at  law.  Tie  fact  not  only  never  eoM  have  happened  UgaUy,  but  never 
t^d  happen  in  any  way  whattoever;  and  had,  from  the  beginning,  been  abase  and 
malicious  falsehood.  Mr.  Rolle  rose  again,  and  desired  to  know  whether  what 
Mr.  Fbx  had  last  taid  was  to  be  nnderttood  as  spoken  from  direct  mithorily.  Mr. 
Fix  replied,  that  he  had  direct  aulhoritj/. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  it  would  be  extremely  un- 
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hftDdamne  in  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  called  upon  his 
right  honourable  friend  to  say  whether  he  spoke  from  direct  au- 
thority or  not,  to  ait  dlent  after  having  received  so  explicit  an 


Mr.  BoUe  repUtd,  that  uothiKg  tilUeh  thr  honourable  gaUItma*  eo»Id  (ay  toould 
mdmee  Urn  to  act  otkervft,  than  to  hi»JHigm«U  ihtnUd  appear  proptr.  The 
right  konoKTable  geailema»  certainlg  had  oxtwcrnl  Aim,  and  iht  haute  would  judge 
for  tkemteioe*  t^the  propriety  oj  the  aMtcer. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  after 
having  put  a  pointed  question,  and  received  an  immediate  an- 
swer, waa  bound,  in  hcHiour  and  fairness,  either  to  declare  that 
he  was  satisfied,  or  to  take  some  means  of  putting  the  matter 
into  such  a  state  of  inquiry  as  should  satisfy  him.  To  remain 
ulent,  or  to  declare  that  the  house  would  judge  for  themselves 
after  what  had  passed,  was  neither  manly  nor  candid.  If,  there- 
fore, the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  choose  to  say  that  he 
was  satisfied,  the  house  ought  to  come  to  a  resolution,  that  it  was 
seditious  and  disloyal  to  propagate  reports  injurious  to  the  cha- 
racter of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  thus  by 
authority  discountenance  the  report. 

Mr.  SeOe  eontetided,  that  it  tmu  hit  tffection  for  the  prince,  and  kit  dtnre 
he  ihouid  ttand  teell  with  the  country,  which  had  indueed  him  la  ilate  that  ht 
had  heard  reportt  of  a  nature  iajuriout  to  hit  character.  He  had  not  ittoenied 
thorn  reportt,  hut  merelg  taid,  that  he  had  heard  them,  mid  that  they  had  made 
OM  itnpreitioti  on  hit  mind.  With  a  mew  to  aicertain  how  far  they  had  been 
founded,  he  had  put  the  quettion  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  in  to 
doing,  he  wot  pertuaded  that  he  had  not  acted  in  any  in^Mrliamenlary  manner. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that  he  had  never  heard  to  direct  an  attack  upon  the  free- 
dam  of  debate  and  the  Uberty  of  ^eeh  inthathoute,  tinee  he  had  tat  in  par- 
Uatnent.  The  privilege  of  forcing  injudieioui  and  diitretting  moliont  en  the 
houte  ttiU  remained  to  every  gentleman  who  choie  to  aeail  hiwae^cfthat  free- 
dom ;  mid  it  wot  extraordinary,  indeed,  to  lee  an  attempt  made  to  reitrain  other 
gentlemen  who  withed  to  interfere  for  thepurpote  of  depreciating  tuch  motiont. 
71U  honottriAle  gentlernan  who  took  to  warm  a  part  in  the  6urine$t  on  the  other 
tide  t^  the  houte,  ihovid  rather  he  obliged  to  the  honottrahle  gentleman  who  wat 
the  jirel  to  tuggett  a  quettion,  whith  had  been  the  meant  of  bringing  forward  to  , 
eteplieit  a  declaration  on  to  interetting  a  lubject,  and  one  which  mutt  give  com' 
fdete  tatitfaetion,  not  only  to  the  honourable  gentleman  himtelf,  but  to  the  whole 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  most  undoubtedly  the  freedom 
of  debate  ought  to  continue  unlimited  and  unrestrained ;  and  no 
man  could  wish  more  uncerely  than  he  did,  that  it  should  ;  but 
he  must  deny  that  be  had  said  anything  which  looked  like  an 
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infringement  of  that  freedom.  An  honourable  gentleman  first 
threw  out  an  insinuation,  that  something  affecting  the  safety  o( 
church  and  state  was  involved  in  a  question  about  to  be  brought 
on  relative  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  that  insinuation  was  met  by 
a  direct  refutation  of  the  calumny  to  which  the  indnuation 
pmnted,  coupled  with  an  offer  that  bis  Royal  Highness  was 
willing  to  stand  up  in  his  place  as  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  an- 
swer any  pointed  questions  which  might  be  put  to  him  on  the 
subject  The  honourable  gentleman  then  desired  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  refutation  came  from  authority,  and  he  -was  tdd  ex- 
plicitly that  it  did ;  and  then  he  refused  either  to  say  that  he 
was  satisfied  that  his  insinuation  was  unfounded,  or  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means  of  discovering  whether  it  was  bo  or  not 
This,  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  was  the  fair  state  of  the  case ;  and 
he  would  appeal  to  the  bouse,  nay,  he  would  appeal  to  the  can- 
dour of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  chancdlor  of  the 
exchequer)  himself,  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  honourable,  manly,  and  fur,  or  candid,  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  remain  silent ;  and  whether  he  ought  not 
either  to  declare  that  he  was  satisfied,  or  to  resort  to  means  of 
ascertaining  the  fact  i  for  it  was  adding,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  to 
the  malicious  falsehood  which  had  been  propagated  against  his 
Royal  Highness,  to  say  that  the  prince  had  authorized  a  false 
denial  of  the  fact.  The  honourable  gratleman,  by  putting  the 
question  to  his  right  honourable  friend  had,  as  it  were,  admitted 
that  a  direct  answer  would  satisfy  him  ;  and  he  ought  to  have 
said  that  it  did,  or  not  to  have  put  the  question.  He  observed, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  himself  been  obliged  to 
assume,  "  that  the  honourable  member  must  be  satisfied,"  ranee 
he  had  never  acknowledged  that  he  was  so.  He  must  therefore, 
repeat,  that  the  house  ought  to  declare,  by  a  resolution,  that  it 
was  seditious  and  disloyal  to  propagate  reports  injurious  to  the 
character  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 


AFFAIRS    OF    THE    PBINCE   OF    WALES. 

The/oBottrabh  imprtitioa  which  tkt  latt  dthaU,  from  the  open  andm 

eonducl  of  Ike  prinee,  and  the  harikneu  vith  which  h»  had  hetn  trtaled  n 

motlpTioaU  mdperional  coneernt,  left  upim  the  nundi  of  men  boti  wtCAM 

without  the  doore  of  parliaaent,  appeare  to  have  gtoen  the  mwwfar  a  mi 
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apprehetititm,  that  upon  tht  quuHon  itie^  he  m^it  be  left  m  a  miaoritif ;  /or, 
t&e  next  dag,  owrtarei  Wert  made  to  hu  Royal  Highnea  lobring  lie  bmiaeie 
to  a  private  acconanodaliott.  On  Thvrtday,  the  3rd  of  May,  Mr.  Pitt  liad  an 
audience  at  Carlton  Home;  and  the  eame  taght  the  prince  aae  iaformtd  by  hit 
Majeily't  command,  in  general  ternu,  that  ^  the  tnoHoa  mtanded  to  be  made  the 
next  day  in  the  houie  of  eommont  ehould  be  mlhdrawn,  every  thing  might  be 
teUled  to  hie  Boytd  Highneet'i  tatiifaction.  Accordingly  on  thie  day,  the  ith 
of  May,  Mr.  Neankam  being  in  }a*  place  in  the  house,  in  which  ttpteardi  affimr 
hundred  laembere  teere  aitembUd,  he  rote  and  taid,  he  felt  the  higheit  eatii- 
faction  in  being  able  to  inform  the  hovee  that  kit  intended  motion  toat  no  longer 
neeeuary.  Several  menAeri  Joined  in  ezpreuing,  in  the  warmeil  lemu,  the  great 
taU^aetion  tfdt  information  gaee  them. 

Ms.  Shebidam  remarked,  that  he  did  not  dissent  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman*B  (Mr.  Pitt's)  wish,  that  the  conver* 
sation  should  not  be  prolonged.  He  did  not,  however,  conceive 
that  the  necessity  For  abridging  it  could  arise  from  any  appre^ 
hension  that  it  could  terminate  in  altercation,  or  difference  oF 
opinion.  He  -could  not  but  believe,  that  upon  that  day  there 
existed  but  one  feeling,  and  one  sentiment  in  the  house — that  of 
a  heart-felt  satisfaction  at  the  auspicious  conclusion  to  which  the 
business  was  understood  to  be  brought.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  distinctions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  make ; — if  it  was  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  the 
merit  of  this  presumed  reconciliation  belonged  exclusively  to 
his  Majesty's  mimsters,  be  it  so.  The  gentlemen  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  admitted  to  the  honour  of  his  Royal  Higbness's  con- 
fidence, would  convince  them  of  their  sincere  anxiety  that  that 
end  should  be  obtained,  by  waiving  every  claim  to  credit,  witli 
regard  to  the  means.  In  truth,  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  were  the  result  of  his  Royal  Higbness's  own  judgment, 
which  none  but  those  who  did  not  know  him  could  consider  as 
needing  the  aid  of  any  other  person's  council. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  it  however  to  be  understood,  that  though 
his  Royal  Highness  felt  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  at  the  pro- 
spect  before  him,  in  which  he  was  convinced,  that  the  idea  of  re- 
lief from  pecuniary  embarrassment,  farther  tlian  it  gratified  the 
just  and  honourable  feelings  of  his  royal  mind  towards  others, 
had  the  least  share ;  yet  did  he  also  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  re- 
membered, that  no  attempt  had  at  any  time  been  made  to  screen 
any  part  of  his  conduct,  actions,  or  situation,  from  their  view ; 
and  that  he  had  even  offered  to  answer,  himself,  any  question 
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which  could  be  put  to  him.  That  no  such  idea  had  bem  pur< 
sued,  and  that  no  Buch  inquiry  had  been  adopted,  was  a  point 
which  did  credit  to  the  decorum,  the  feelings,  and  the  dignity 
of  parliament ;  but  whilst  his  Royal  Highness's  feelings  had  do 
doubt  been  considered  on  this  occasion,  he  must  take  the  liberty 
of  saying,  however  some  might  think  it  a  subordinate  consider- 
ation, that  there  was  another  person  entitled,  in  every  delicate 
and  honourable  mind,  to  the  same  attention ; — one  whom  he 
would  not  otherwise  venture  to  describe  or  allude  to,  but  by 
saying  it  was  a  name  which  malice  or  ignorance  alone  could  at- 
t«npt  to  injure,  and  whose  conduct  and  character  claimed,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  truest  respect. 

The  order  of  the  day  tBatread,  for  the  home  to  retohe  iUe^inlo  aeoaamtlee 
upon  the  iiS,  attiharutBg  the  forming  of  the 

TAX   DPOM   POST    HOB8E8  ; 
DMf  Kfxm  tAe  Speaker  putting  tiaqueatian,  "that  he  leave  tie  ehair," 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  he  would  not  detain  the  house 
two  minutes ;  but  as  he  had  happened  to  be  otherwise  engaged, 
and  not  able  to  attend  hie  duty  in  that  house,  when  the  bill  was 
last  debated,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  say,  that  he  should  take 
the  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments  against  the  bill  at 
the  next  pn^>er  stage  c^  it — at  the  third  reading.  For  the  pre- 
sent, as  he  cottudered  the  bill  totally  unfit  to  pass,  he  should 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  against  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair. 

The  houte  accordingly  divided;  ayet  147;  noe$  tOD. 


May  15. 

abuses  in  the  post  office. 
Mr.  Qrey  moved,  that  a  committee  he  appointed  to  inquire  into  etrlain  abiuet 
m  lie  poit-offiee,  and  which  had  come  to  hit  kttoaledge  in  eotuejuenee  ef  the 
dUmiuion  of  a  noble  relative  of  hit,  the  Earl  of  Taiiierville,from  the  o^ke  if 
joint poilmaiter-general ;  andwhich  were  not  likely  to  he  remedied  olhermite 
than  by  parliamentary  inquiry,  at  the  part  iaien  by  the  minitter  in  tie  iwnuj) 
uiotUd  clearly  prove.  The  eeveral  faett  upontokieh  Iki*  aeeutation  tcaefomded, 
at  they  aftenvardi  appeared  confirmed  by  the  report  of  the  committee  appanttd 
to  inquire  thereinto,  leere  atfoUow : — /frit,  that  in  177JS,  Mr.  Leet,  on  reeeir- 
ing  an  appointment  to  be  lecretary  to  the  pott-ofice  in  Ireland,  entered  into 
tecurily  to  pay  the  lum  of  £350  a-year  out  oftheprofilt  of  that  office  to  a  per- 
son dctcribedby  theletlert  A.  B.,  but  trkote  real  name,  uiken  the  Earl  of  Tanier- 
rille  firil  attempted  to  examine  into  Ihii  trantaclion,  Mr.  Leet  eonmdered  turne^ 
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iowxf  to  eonttal.  It  i^UrtMrtU  appeartd,  IhM  Hut  perton  teat  a  Mr.  Trttu, 
'  anuttmaUfiUndofLordCarUretjiiihoKaM,  at  tkt  time  t^  tkt  abovt  apptmt- 
meTU,  joint  pottttatter-gaurat  mlh  Lard  U  Detpvmer,  and  privy  to  the  wkjU 
trantacUon.  It  appeoTedfTom  the  evidaict  nj  Mr.  Todd,  ueretary  to  the  pott- 
office,  that  Lord  Carteret  wtu  greatly  dupUtued  and  diigaiettd  by  Uie  dueevery 
of  ikit  iutitieu ;  and  that  he,  Mr,  Todd,  had  at  the  lime  txpreued  hit  ditap- 
probatioH  of  if  to  bolk  pottmattert-general. — Seamdly,  it  appeared,  that  the 
pnyMfli/  (/  an  OHiniify  itf  £300  had  been  exacted  from  a  Mr.  DtuhtDOod,  appoMtd 
poetnuuter-gtneral  nf  Jamaica,  a*  the  condition  of  hit  appoinlmait ;  and  had 
been  rtffularfy  paid  bf  him  to  Mr.  ZVnw* ;  and  thai  the  taid  Mr.  Trevet  had 
nrtitT  performed  anj/  pubUe  terviet  in  the  poil-<iffice,  or  in  any  other  pvbUc  de- 
partment, to  entitle  hitn  to  anypuhUc  rnrard. — Thirdly,  Mr.  Mohpuux,  agent 
to  tht  packet*  at  Hdooetaltiyt,  had  been  permitted,  mth  the  knowledge  qf  Lord 
Carteret,  to  ditpote  of  that  office  to  a  Mr.  Hulchinton  for  a  nm  qf  money  ;  and 
it  appeared,  that  complaintt  had  been  made  ayaintt  the  taid  Mr,  Hutehivtonfor 
mitamdnet  in  hit  tfffice. — Fhurthly,  it  appeared,  that  notte  of  thete  trantaeliont 
were  enteredinthe  bookttif  the  qffice,  but  on  the  contrary  had  been  kept  oonceakd. 
— Fythly,  an  imdite  prtference  had  been  shown  to  a  Mr,  Slattnion,  pottmatler  ■ 
general  at  Iileworlh,  whote  place  woe  Korth  flOO ;  tf>  addition  to  which,  he  wat 
appointed  comptroller  of  the  bye  and  erott-road  letter  tiffice,  to  which  a  talary  qf 
£500  a  year,  and  the  perqviiitti  nf  ooalt  and  eandlei  are  attached;  and  £tOO 
Wat  afterwardt  granted  him  ta  lint  nf  a  home.  —  Svithly,  variont  and  extraordi- 
nary «frttNt  were  tiaied  to  exitt  in  the  imanagtment  nf  tie  paakil-boatt,  partial- 
larly  that  no  deduction  had  been  madtfivm  the  hire  qf  any  vttttlt  »hiltl  under 
repair,  trieure  for  >m«ggling,orvihen  unemployed;  and  that  they  were  frequently 
fi>r  many  monthi  together  in  that  lifuation. — Seventhly,  the  undue  receipt  nfper- 
quitiltt  and  itieidenti,  particularly  in  coal*,  eandlei,  tin  ware,  and  variou*  arli- 
elei  of  furniture,  by  the  poilmattert-general,  and  othert  having  ^>pointmenit  in 
the  pott-offiet,  were  itattd  ai  being  (tan^l  and  exeettioe, — Latlly,  to  bring 
thete  malttrt  home  to  the  minitter,  it  wat  ttated  by  Mr.  Grey  that  Lord  Tksiar- 
viUe,  whiltt  in  tffice,  had  butied  himteff  attentieefy  in  endemiouring  to  correct  th* 
atafn  in  quetlion :  had  tuggetled  laieral  plant  for  their  pretention  in  future ; 
and  had  communicated  thoie  plant  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exeheguer; — that  he 
had  received  great  commendation  for  hit  zeal  and  attention,  and  had  been  pro- 
mised eupport,  but  that  hit  colleague.  Lord  Carteret,  nal  viewing  these  abutet  in 
the  tame  mminaj  light  that  he  did ;  and  refuting  to  concur  in  the  neeettary  «f«fM 
for  preventing  them,  a  quarrel  had  mmmI  between  the  two  «o6(e  lordt,  and  it 
became  impottUde  that  ikey  thonld  conHtme  joint  postwtatttrt-general  m^  Umger. 
ITut  being  the  faxt,  an  ordinary  obeerver,  ha  taid,  would  haoe  imagined  that  the 
right  honourable  genileToan  would  not  have  ditmiued  the  pottmatter-generat  who 
had  thown  himi^  anxioutfar  a  rtform,  and  had  taken  so  much  paint  to  ^ect 
it,  but  the  other  poetmaiter-gtntral,  who  wat  the  protector  qf  the  abuse*  in  gnes- 
lim,  and  the  oppoter  qf  the  neeettary  rrforu.  Initead,  however,  ofditmitting 
L«rd  Carteret,  the  right  hoaounAle  gentleman  had  tuddenly  ditmitted  hit  noble 

Fiteount  Maiilaiid  tOterred,  that  Ike  preteni  nuition,  upon  the  face  qf  it,  teemed 
to  aritt  rather  from  resentment,  than  juttiee;  it  looked  at  if  it  toerefonudtd  in 
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I,  bg  eaOimf  kit  dm»ela-  i^  gaofmi ,-  nd  m»l 
g  to  the  lalateti  tf  Iht  jtniiaw,  am  immediate  vfforlmnitj  •/ 
datring  it  from  alt  tmputaHon. 

Mr.  Sheeidan,  defending  Mr.  Grey*s  conduct  from  tbe  con- 
Btruction  which  Vlacount  Maitland  had  put  upon  it,  observed, 
that  it  was  posaible  some  other  influence  bad  induced  the  noble 
viscount  to  stand  up  so  warm  an  advocate  for  tbe  {ffesent  poet- 
inaBter-general,  than  his  own  conviction,  that  his  hoDourable 
friend  meant  anything  at  all  unfair  in  brining  forward  his 
motion  at  that  advanced  period  of  the  sesuon.  Tbe  fact  Mr. 
Slieridan  asserted  to  be  this :— The  Earl  of  Tankerville  had 
himself  intended,  as  was  well  known,  to  take  some  step  in  tbe 
house  of  lords  relative  to  the  subjects  stated  by  Ms  honourable 
friend  in  his  opening;  nor  was  it  till  very  l^ely  that  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  only  effectual  and  proper  proceeding 
would  be,  to  move  in  that  house  for  a  committee  of  inquiry. 
His  honourable  friend,  therefore,  was  not  at  all  to  blame  for  not 
having  brought  forward  the  subject  sooner,  since  it  had  not  been 
in  his  hands  till  within  a  few  days.  The  most  material  part  of 
the  proposed  inquiry  was  the  charge  against  a  right  honourable 
gentleman,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  That  matter  was 
certainly  a  serious  ground  of  inquiry,  because  no  man  in  that 
house  dealt  more  in  professions ;  but  he  wished  to  try  tbe  right 
honourable  gentleman  by  his  conduct,  and  not  by  his  professions, 
or  the  preambles  of  the  bills  which  he  had  proposed  and  got 
passed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  just  turned  to 
one  of  those  bills — his  office  reform  bill,  passed  more  than  two 
years  ago ;  and  yet  that  house  had  heard  nothing  of  Uie  effects 
of  that  bill  as  to  the  abuses  in  the  post-ofEce,  to  which  tbe  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  it  alluded.  He  had,  at  tbe  time 
when  the  bill  was  in  agitation,  stood  up  to  oppose  it,  and  pro- 
nounced that  it  would  prove  ineffectual;  and  that  the  same  end 
might  be  better  obtained  by  other  and  very  different  means. 
The  motion  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  the  ground  of  it,  suf- 
ficiently proved  that  assertion,  and  amply  justified  it. 

Sir.  Pitt  atterttd,  Ihal  he  verils  beiieMd  that  Mr.  SheridoM  had  ipoktn  ititk 
hie  lUHol  tineeritf,  when  he  raid  that  Ike  charge  agaiait  Iht  eiaiietllor  af  the 
exthtqtter  teat  the  malerial  pari  qf  Ihe  lopiet  aUnded  tohg  the  hommnMe  fe»' 
tlemoK !  and  he  did  not  at  all  doubt,  but  that  tehen  it  mat  comiderrd  what  am 
ingautity  might  make  nf  rrportt  to  ditetminaie  tforiei  a»d  lah*  to  Mt  pr^wdice. 
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tkat  Iht  cpportntiUy  iff  doing  to  wm  Ikt  prfadpal  gnm»d  wAicA  nduted  gentle- 
tuen  tobt  to  ataioiafor  the  inquhj. 

Mr.  Sfaeridoa  answered,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gentle, 
man  had  spoken  three  times,  he  hoped  he  should  be  indulged  in 
qKaking  a  second  time.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had, 
it  seems,  thought  him  ironical  in  saying  that  the  most  material 
part  of  the  charge  was  that  against  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. 

Mr.  PUl  taid,  aero**  tk*  tabU,  directly  ihe  mrm ;  in  that  I  adait,  and  bt- 
lim  jrftH  f 0  bt  tincere. 

Mr.  Sheridan  resumed  his  speech,  and  said,  "  Well,  I  am 
glad  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits  that  I  generally 
speak  with  sincerity." 

No,  MtJ  Mr.  Pill  again,  not  to;  h<<  ni  what  you  haee  thi*  day  taid  again*! 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  rallied,  and  went  into  argument  to  prove, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  dealt  more  in  professions 
than  in  acts.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  observed, 
had  said  that  the  commissioners,  under  the  office-reform  bill, 
had  not  come  to  the  post-office.  He  asked,  then,  to  what  else 
had  they  turned  their  attention  ?  He  reminded  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  of  his  eagerness  to  triumph  over  a  noble  lord 
(North)  by  his  famous  speech  on  whipcord,  the  kitcbenE  of 
Downing-street  house,  and  a  variety  of  other  trifling  topics, 
which,  when  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  had  stated  as 
instances  of  the  noble  lord's  negligence  and  corruption.  He 
dwelt  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  former  argument  about  the  kitchens,  and 
asked  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  reconcile  it  to 
himself  to  have  built  the  palace  at  the  comer  of  the  Admiralty, 
after  having  maintained  such  an  argument  ?  It  was,  if  not  a 
proof  of  corruption,  at  least  a  proof  of  profusion,  and  un< 
necessary  waste  of  the  public  money,  in  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  Again,  if  he  could  not  be  charged  with  a  direct 
corrupt  use  of  the  influence  of  the  crown,  he  had  made  as 
prudent  and  as  interesting  an  use  of  it  as  any  minister,  in  the 
distribution  of  places  and  emoluments,  and  particularly  in  be- 
stowing titles  and  honours.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Sheridan 
contended,  that  Mr.  Pitt  bad  always  promised  and  professed 
purity,  but  bad  acted  with  as  much  self-attention,  and  as  much 
neglect  of  reform,  as  any  minister  whatever. 
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SoMt  MpnwiMH  koMmg/MmJrom  Mr.  Pill,  nUci  Mr.  Qrtg  amridrrrd  oi 
rrfiettimg  injmimabf  upon  Ike  moImM  wkUk  kmi  Ud  Mm  to  wtiertuke  tktfrt- 
teal  inquirf,  Ike  taller  rofe  itiik  grral  botm/A,  a»d  mid,  Ikal  eomtdoma  at  ke 
ica>  0/  briag  aclHolrd  bffair  amd  komounile  eoMiderttlioni,  no  Man  ikould  dare 
In  impair  wnnortlij  motioet  to  kim. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Hr.  Sheridan  rose  together;  but 
the  latter  declaring  that  he  flattered  himself  the  house  would 
wish  rather,  in  such  a  mommt,  that  he  should  delay  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  Bpeakiog  fur  a  very  fetr  seconds,  waa 
heard  first.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  said,  his  honourable  friend,  he 
saw  clearly,  had  mistaken  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer''s 
meaning ;  but  his  words  hastily  heard,  mi^t,  at  their  first 
sound,  have  made  the  sort  of  impression  which  he  perceived 
they  had  made  on  his  honourable  friend ;  though  he  was  ready 
to  admit  that  this  was  not  their  true  meaning, 

Al  length  Ike  iptaktr  pul  Ik*  gtetlian  and  il  not  carried. 


Mat  28. 
abuses  in  tee  fost-officis. 

On  Ike  23ni  Mai).  Ike  rtpmrl  vom  bmngkl  npfrom  the  ammillee.  A  metion 
/or  printing  it  vat  rejected ;  and  it  teat  ordered  to  it  taken  into  eontideration 
on  the  2Blh.  On  the  latter  dag,  Mr.  Grrj/  tAtervtd,  that  Ike  aeenraef  nf  Ike 
report  qf  tke  commiltte  Andered  il  nnneeettaryfor  Mm  to  Irenble  the  kaate  mtk 
a  njmtf«  detail  of  the  tnb/ecl  qf  Iheir  imettignlion.  EnlertaiMins,  therefore,  m 
dotAt  bnttkefadt  he  kadilaM  tpould  appear  fully  proped;  il  wae/orlhe  kantt 
to  conttder—Jhrtt,  the  nature  vf  the  (fffenee ;  and,  teeondig,  the  degree  of  centart 
or  pnnithment  it  deserved,  fhr  hit  part,  he  eantidtrtd  the  ehamcellor  of  tke  ex- 
chequer at  Ike  perton  tke  mott  culpiAle  in  lh«  whole  butinett.  He  concluded  leilk 
moving,  that  it  appeari  to  tktt  kotae  that  great  abntet  have  pmailed  m  tke  pott- 
office;  and  that  tke  tame  being  made  knomilo  kit  Mints' I  Minitler»,it  it  Iheir 
dulj/,  wilktml  lotmftime,  to  make  ate  of  tuck  meatitrei  at  are  in  (Mr  powir  t» 
nfermtkem. 

Mr.  Shehidah  observed,  that  it  was  extremdy  natural  fiw 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  notwiUiBtanding  his 
concern  for  Lord  Cart«ret,  to  take  notice  of  that  part  of  his 
honourable  friend's  speech  first,  which  more  immediately  related 
to  himself.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  with  great 
apparent  finnness,  animadverted  upon  what  his  honourable 
friend  had  sud  ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  must  ex- 
cuse him,  if  he  did  not  give  entire  credit  to  the  manner  of  his 
answer ;  but  on  the  oontrary,  took  the  liberty  of  a^BOting  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  feel,  and  severely  feel  the 
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reprehension  of  b»  honourable  friend.  With  regard  to  the  vords 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  quoted  of  bis  honour- 
able friend's  first  speech  in  that  house,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  quoted  bis  honourable  friend  correctly  ;  for, 
if  be  had,  the  house  would  bare  seen  that  his  honourable  friend 
was  by  no  means  chargeable  with  incoonBteDcy.  His  honour- 
able friend  had  not  profeaaed  personal  respect  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman;  but  only  said,  he  gave  bim  credit  for 
the  goodness  of  bis  intention,  in  the  measures  which  he  brought 
forward,  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  give  bim  credit,  when  he  asserted,  that  in  opposing 
the  measure  at  that  time  under  considention,  (the  commercial 
treaty  with  France)  that  bis  motive  was  honest.  This  was 
(Mr.  Sberidan  said)  a  true  description  of  what  had  then  passed. 
With  regard  to  anything  which  bis  honourable  friend  bad  said, 
that  might  be  improper,  when  be  considered  the  talents  and  the 
ability  bis  honourable  friend  bad  shown  at  his  outset,  and  ev^ 
since — though  be  must,  undoubtedly,  be  called  a  young  mem* 
ber — ^yet  he  would  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  such  a  young  member  was  as  little  pardonable  for  any 
error,  as  the  oldest  member  of  the  house.  On  the  present 
occasion,  however,  he  must  contend  that  bis  honourable  friend 
bad  not  merited  the  reproof  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, the  veteran  Btatesinan  of  four  years'  experience — the  Nestor 
of  twenty-five,  bad  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  him.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan now  proceeded  to  the  main  question ;  and  reminded  the 
house,  be  bad  opposed  the  bill,  called  the  office-fee^eform  bill, 
when  cHiginolly  brought  in,  as  a  bill  of  ostentaticHi  and  parade ; 
rather  than  a  bill  likely  to  prove  of  solid  advantage  and  utility  t 
and  he  was  now  convinced  it  had  been  what  he  then  described  it 
to  be;  since  it  appeared,  from  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
near  him  (Mr.  Baring)  had  said,  the  commissioners  h^d  begun 
at  the  wrong  end,  and  gone  in  search  of  abuses,  where  no  abuses 
could  have  existed.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  the 
commidoners  went  first  into  the  office  of  the  old  board  of 
trade — a  curious  banning — to  search  what  abuses  had  been 
formerly  practised  in  an  office  which  no  longer  existed  !  They 
had  next  gone  into  the  secretary  of  state's  offices— the  offices  of 
all  others  least  likely  to  be  pregnant  with  abuses.  If  any  abuse 
was  there,  it  was,  that  the  deputy  secretary  of  state,  whose  duty 
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was  arduous  and  important,  was  by  do  means  sufficiently  paid. 
But  it  was  in  vain  to  say  what  the  commisBioners  had  done, 
dnce  the  honourahle  gentleman  coDfessed  himself  unfit  to  be  a 
commiasioDer ;  for,  he  had  expressly  told  the  house,  it  had  cost 
him  more  trouble  to  write  a  single  line  of  a  report,  than  it  would 
take  him  to  pen  an  entire  report  of  the  commissioners  of  ac- 
counts. The  right  honourable  gentleman's  bill  (Mr.  Shmdan 
said)  he  had  never  considered  as  an  exclusion  of  all  future  in- 
quiry ;  and  yet,  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment of  that  day,  he  seemed  so  to  regard  it ;  for,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  facts  stated  in  the  opening  of  the  presmt  subject, 
by  his  honourable  friend,  had  all  of  them  been  substantiated  and 
established  by  evidence,  yet,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  for  leaving  them  for  the  correction  of  the  commissioners, 
when  they  should  have  leisure  to  attend  to  them.  It  appeared, 
indeed,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  surrendered  his 
understanding  when  he  brought  in  the  bill ;  and  was  determined 
to  hear  only  with  Mr.  Baring's  ears,  and  to  see  with  the  eyes  of 
Sir  John  Dick ;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  pay  the  least  atten- 
tim  to  the  representations  of  the  noble  £arl  of  Tankerville. 
But  as  be  did  not  accuse  the  commissioners  of  celerity — for  they 
had  hitherto  moved  as  slowly  as  the  old  mails — he  wished  they 
would  step  to  the  Post-office,  where  probably'  they  might  be 
braefitted  by  Mr.  Palmer's  accelerating  plan.  Mr.  Sheridan 
read  a  clause  from  the  bill,  to  show  that  the  transactions  relative 
to  the  ^350  and  the  £200  as  well  as  the  affair  of  the  agency  to 
the  Helvoetsluys  packets,  came  directly  within  the  meaning  of 
the  clause;  declaring,' any  person  or  persons  guilty  of  such 
practices,  should  be  incapable  of  serving  His  Majesty  in  any 
civil  capadty  in  future.  The  right  honourable  gaitleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  appeared  to  plume  himself  upon  his  political  connections 
with  a  noble  lord  (Hawkesbury)  and  sacrificing  to  these,  he 
had  dismissed  from  office  the  noble  Earl  of  Tankerville,  and  re- 
tained the  noble  lord  (Carteret),  although  by  the  office- fee-bill, 
if  it  had  passed  into  a  law,  the  latter,  on  the  present  charge 
b^Dg  proved,  must  have  been  disqualified  from  holding  any 
office  under  government.  But  this  was  done  to  reward  Mr. 
Jenkinson's  public  services, — secret  services,  and  services  in  that 
house.  Indeed,  his  many  eminent  services  could  not  b^  forgotten 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  on  a  very  recent  occasitHi, 
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he  overtunted  his  own  favourite  measure,  by  destroying  tbe 
IriBh  propositions.  This  was  one  of  the  secret  services  for  which 
he  had  so  meritoriously  received  a  recompense. 

Lord  MaHland,  who  mtdertook  Ike  d^ence  iff  the  pott-vigKe,  had  tarlg  in  Ike 
■biofs  mcmed  tht  prevwm  fuel fion ;  vkiek  hrag  carried,  kit  lordtkip  made  a 
motion,  "  that  the  farther  etnuideralioii  nf  Ike  report  be  adjeunied  to  that  day 
Ikree  monlhi."     7%u  woe  lUieiBue  carried. 

KEFOBH    OF    THE    BOTAI.   BOBOITCHS    IH   SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  motion,  which  he  had  several  days  before  promised, 
concerning  the  internal  reform  of  the,  royal  boroughs  of  Scotlaod. 
He  would  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  enter  deeply  into 
the  subject ;  as  the  gentlemen  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  the 
new  system  for  the  better  gOTemment  of  the  boroughs,  had  no 
idea  of  its  being  fully  canvassed  previously  to  the  next  session  of 
parliament  All  that  he,  therefore,  meant  to  propose  was,  for 
leave  to  present  to  the  house  the  various  petitions  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  That  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Glasgow  ;  containing  nearly  1,500  signa- 
tures of  men,  in  every  view,  of  the  highest  respectability  and  inde- 
pendence. He,  however,  was  sorry  to  observe,  that  he  had  been 
informed,  from  authority,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  could 
not,  according  to  the  Agulations  of  the  house,  be  conddered, 
this  session  of  parliament;  the  time  of  receiving  private  petitions 
having  expired,  and  this  being  supposed  to  come  under  that  de- 
scription. Although  he  very  much  respected  the  source  of  in* 
telligence  from  whence  this  opinion  was  derived ;  yet,  he  was 
free  to  say,  that  a  petition,  containing  the  signatures  of  such  a 
numerous  class  of  men,  certainly  could  not,  strictly  speaking,  be 
considered  as  a  private  petition  ;  but  was,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  a  public  petition ;  and,  consequently,  demanded  the  at- 
tention of  parliament.  He  read  an  extract  from  it,  which  stated 
the  great  hardships  which  the  petitioners,  and  the  people  of 
Scotland,  suffered,  from  the  present  corrupt  government  of  the 
royal  boroughs;  particularly  so  far  as  related  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue; — that  acts  of  enormity  and  peculation 
existed  ; — and  that  the  petitioners  prayed  that  the  house  would 
take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  enact  such  a  salutary  re- 
form as,  to  them,  in  their  wisdom,  should  seem  necessary.  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded,  by  moving  for  leave  to  present  the  petition. 
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THe  Spmktr,  eontidttiiig  il  in  Ikt  light  nf  apriealtp^itiom,  gttce  huopimiea 
agaaul  tht  motion.  Mr.  F^  tapporled  il ;  a»d  laid  A«  eontidtrtd  tie  p»titim 
Hf  <u piU>lie andiotititnal  a  nature,  ai  aag  akich  flmf  »ii«i  !\iim p\ma(ui  Mr. 
Duwbu  mooed,  "  that  the  Aotue  should  hois  adjoitm."  Mr.  Atlmther  too*  aar- 
priaed  that  the  matter  had  tuit  tooaer  been  brought  forvard ;  habeiag  i^farmed 
that  many  of  the  genSamem  Aod  &*e»  teeeral  montht  w  town. 

Mr.  Sheridan  defended  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  nho 
officiated  as  delegates  from  Scotland.  He  declared,  that  their 
attention  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  countrymen  de- 
served the  highest  panegyric ;  as  he  never  saw  any  description 
of  men  more  sinca^ly,  or  more  warmly,  bent  upon  the  particular 
object  of  their  pursuit.  Previous  to  their  residence  in  London, 
they  had  shown  the  most  active  attachment  to  the  laudable  plan 
which  hod  been  brought  forward ;  and,  although  they  had  been 
several  weeks  in  town,  their  time  was  strictly  occupied  in  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  them.  They  had  visited,  and  solicited, 
all  the  representativeB  from  their  own  country :  who  had,  to  a 
man,  rejected  their  proffers ;  refusing  to  countenance  a  reform 
which  militated  so  essentially  against  the  interest  of  their  consti- 
tuents. The  gentlemen  alluded  to  were  not,  however,  discour- 
aged, but  proceeded  with  that  manly  perseverance  and  fortitude 
which  should  always  command  succesB.  If  the  question  of  ad- 
journment was  now  carried,  he  promised  that  the  businesB  should 
be  resumed,  as  early  as  possible,  next  session  of  parliameot. 
Mr,  Dundai'i  qmetHon  of  ad^oununent  vat  anrried. 


PSOCEEDINGS  AGAINST  MB.  HASTINGS. 
'Ontht I9th  qf  April, Mr, Franoit  opened  the  charge relaliet  to  the revaam 
qf  Bengai.  He  look  thit  oeeatioa  qf  vlndioatitig  hit  character  agauut  certain 
mab'eioM  ituinuatiom  which  had  beat  induttriouih/  circulated  both  mthin  omI 
mlhout  the  houte ;  and  la  the  ^eeti  qf  which  he  attr^itted  the  rejection  nf  iu 
name  in  the  appoinlmeni  qf  the  committee.  Mr.  fVaneiM  iboi  anttoertd  by  Major 
Scott.  After  other  member*  had  epoitn,  the  qaeHion  mat  put,  and  the  commillK 
diuded—agea  71  ;  mm  SS.  On  the  3ithqf  April.  Mr.  Burke  brought  up  from 
the  ucret  eommitttt  the  ortiele$  qf  impeaclment ;  vkieh  being  read  afirtl  time, 
icere  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  contideration  on  the  gth  qf  Mag. 
tjpon  the  latter  dag,  itfter  much  di*ctt$tion,  the  hoime  divided  on  the  guation, 
Ichether  the  report  "  ihould  be  noa  read  a  lecond  timef"  uilueh  mat  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  bg  I7S  to  89.     4ffer  tehieh,  the  firii  article  of  iit^H^aehment  um 

*  AbttrsM  of  procmdiDgi  ooatinued  from  tlwt  ondw  the  lie*d  of  April  3. 
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read,  tmd  agrted  la  witlimtt  a  dtntion;  ond  tix  rfl  d^trrtd  tiU  the  marr^iB, 
uAflt  tilts  wen  read.  amcMfeJ,  tmd  agreed  to.  Mr.  Burke  then  rote,  a»d  mnved, 
"  Tlutt  Warren  Hatting*,  Etq.  be  impeached  nf  high  erimet  and  mitdemeanort 
upon  the  md  articht."  The  qtMstion  wot  put  and  carried.  Mr.  Frederidt 
Montagu  next  rote,  and  moMd,  "  TTtat  Mr.  Burie,  in  the  name  of  the  hoiae  of 
common;  and  of  eU  the  cornnmu  of  Great  Britain,  do  go  to  the  bar  of  the  houm 
tff  fenb,  and  impeach  Warm  Hawtiagt,  Eaq.,  late  govfrnor-general  iff  Bemgai, 
of  high  crime*  and  mitdeTneanari ;  and  da  aequoM  the  lord*,  that  the  common* 
wilt,  with  aii  eoiweitttnl  ipeed,  txkihit  artitiee  againtt  him,  and  make  good  the 
»am*.  The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  myority  of  the  hoiae  immediately  at- 
tended Mr.  Burke  to  the  bar  of  the  home  of  peer* ;  where  Mr.  Burke  Molemnly 
impeached  Mr.  HoMtingt  in  the  form  above-redted.  On  the  \  Uh,  Mr.  B^rke 
reported  to  the  houee,  that  he  had  been  at  the  bar  of  the  honee  of  lord*,  and  had 
impeached  Mr.  Haetinge,  in  obedience  to  their  command*.  He  then  mooed,  that 
the  mewsage  from  the  lords,  appointing  a  dag  for  tlie  trial  qf  Mr.  Hattiig*,  be 
read;  which  wot  done  aceardiTiglg.  Henextmoved,"  that  manager*  be  appointed 
to  make  good  the  articiei  of  impeachment  agaaut  Warren  Hailinge,  Etq. ;  (Md 
that  the  Bommiltee,  to  whom  it  wot  rtferrtd  to  eoneider  the  defence  qf  Warren 
Ha*limgi,  be  the  *aid  manager*. 

"  That  Me**r*.  WaUi*  and  Trvward  be  the  tolidtort-for  the  impeaehment. 

"  That  thi*  AoMt  will  attend  the  trial  of  Warren  Ha*fing*,  at  a  committee  <tf 
the  wluile  honte-" 

Which  wwtiom,  mpoH  being  eetieraOg  put,  were  HMMMWHiIy  agreed  to.  Mr. 
fb«  <\flerwardi  moved,  "  that  the  name  of  Mr.  FYancii  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee."    Mr.  Pitt  oppoted  if. 

Mb.  S»e£IDan  remarked,  that  he  had  frequently  had  occa- 
sion to  admire  the  admirable  talents  of  the  right  hooourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Pitt)  who  spoke  last.  His  address  and  mannge- 
ment  were  the  constant  objects  of  Jiis  envy.  His  forward  and 
enterprising  qualities,  which  he  had  so  eminently  displayed  at 
me  time,  could  not  be  equalled  by  bis  pmdeoce  and  diso-etioD 
at  another.  His  prudence,  however,  had  never  been  m<K«  oon- 
spicuously  proved  tbau  on  tbat  evening ;  for  his  prudence  had 
wisely  prevented  him  from  undertaking  the  task  of  answering 
two  of  the  most  eloquent  speeches  he  bad  ever  heard.  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  though  he  found  it  indiscreet  to  at- 
tempt to  answer  the  honourable  mov^  and  seconder  of  the  mo- 
tion, had  been  so  good  as  to  entertain  them  with  a  new  discovery. 
He  had  discovered  that  this  was  ttot  a  question  of  argument,  but 
of  feeling.  A  new  system  of  jHoceeding  and  discussion  seemed 
to  have  takta  j^ace  in  that  house ;  and  every  topic  that  occurred 
was  to  be  resolved  into  two  geoeral  heads.  If  any  inquiry  was 
to  be  urged  <m  any  ground  of  unexplained  expense,  or  of  alann- 
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ing  and  oiFentiTe  projects,  it  was  instantly  to  be  supported  by 
confidence  in  the  minister.  If  any  question  was  agitated,  in 
which  the  minister  was  not  personally  interested,  then  it  was  to 
be  resisted  on  the  ground  of  feeling — and  thus,  to  harmonize  the 
bouse  of  commons,  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  argument  and  cm- 
tentioQ,  their  whole  proceedings  were  to  be  divided  betwe^i 
and  conducted  by  confidence  and  feeling.  It  was  not,  however, 
difficult  to  draw  within  a  narrow  compass  the  true  state  of  this 
question.  When  Mr.  Francis  first  arrived  from  India,  there 
migh^  be  some  difficulty  as  to  the  part  he  was  to  take ;  whether 
it  should  be  the  manly  and  open  part  of  an  accuser,  coming  for- 
ward with  his  own  person,  and  standing  responsible  for  the  ac- 
cusations he  made ;  or  whether  he  should  shrink  from  the  duty 
which  he  owed  his  country,  and  conceal  the  important  truths  of 
which  he  had  the  fullest  knowledge.  The  course  to  take,  in  this 
case,  was  easy  to  be  settled  in  the  mind  of  a.  manly  character ; 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  whole  tenor  of  the  relative  situation 
in  which  he  and  Mr.  Hastings  stood  in  India,  that  ought  to  have 
prevented  him  from  thus  coming  forward.  What  was  it  but  a 
continued  state  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  inflexible  integrity 
to  corruption — of  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  to  an  interested 
violation  of  orders? — and  what  was  it  to  the  purpose  that  this 
oppodtion  produced  a  personal  jconteSt  P  That  contest  was  the 
slightest  mark  of  the  opposition  which  had  passed  between  them. 
At  length,  however,  it  was  indirectly  inferred  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Francis)  might  witli  delicacy  furnish  assist- 
ance in  the  dark ; — he  might  act  under  covert,  and  give  them 
sly  and  secret  aid  ;  but  if  he  stood  fairly  and  handsomely  for- 
ward, and  avowed  the  information  which  he  gave,  then  a  certain 
undescribed  and  equivocal  feeling  was  to  be  outraged. 
7%*  qutttiim  betag  put,  the  Aonw  dividtd — i>y<t  63 ;  mom  1 32. 


Dbcbmbbk  18. 
oadnance  estimates. 
Me.  Sbeeidam  observed,  that  he  meant  not  to  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of'  the  house ;  but  he  had  an  intention  of  making 
several  motions  ;  which  he  hoped  would  not  meet  with  any  ob- 
jection. The  subjects  of  his  motions  were  the  ordnance  estimates, 
which  had  been  moved  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  night  on  the  pre- 
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G«diog  Monday,  that  it  was  imposaible  for  htm  then  to  go  inU) 
any  sort  of  investigation  of  tbm ;  and  having  beai  moved  in  bo 
extraordinary  a  manaer,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  and 
other  gentlemen  had  not  come  down  the  next  day  to  examine  the 
estimates ;  or,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  bad  passed  with- 
out a  single  observation.  It  might,  he  was  aware,  be  said,  that 
any  reference  to  the  ordnance  estimates  was,  for  the  reaaiHis  he 
had  stated,  out  of  time ;  but,  as  he  meant  not  to  press  his  mo- 
tions upon  the  house  if  they  should  be  at  all  objected  to ;  and 
wished  to  have  them  agreed  to— rather  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
the  ground  for  future  discussion,  thou  with  any  relation  to  pre- 
sent debate — he  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  that  it  was  right  to 
make  them  prior  to  the  recess.  One  great  object  of  future  dis- 
cusdon  was,  a  matter  that  had  been  mentioned  in  the  debate  on 
Monday  last,  when  the  army  and  ordnance  estimates  had  been 
voted  ;  and  this  was  the  total  of  the  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
the  system  of  fortification  in  the  West  Indies  about  to  be  adopted. 
It  was  undoubtedly  material  for  that  house  to  know  what  the 
estimate  of  the  whole  expense  was,  previous  to  the  system's  hav- 
ing full  parliamentary  sanction;  because,  the  case  might  happen 
that  works  to  a  very  large  extent  might  be  raised ;  and  it  might 
afterwards  be  said  to  that  house,  "  The  three  thousand  men 
that  you  voted  last  year  was  not  the  full  augmentation  necessary 
ttft  the  West  Indies ; — our  works,  already  erected,  require  so 
many  more  to  man  them ; — and  you  must  either  vote  the  full 
necessary  complement,  or  you  weaken  the  islands,  and  strengthen 
the  enemy,  by  putting  them  in  easy  possessicm  of  works  which 
we  cannot  defend  and  maintain.'"  In  that  view  of  the  consequence, 
therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent,  or  to  what  ex- 
pense, the  works  might  be  carried ;  or  how  it  might  affect  the 
resources  of  the  country,  both  in  regard  to  men  and  money.  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  which  he  deemed  a 
valuable  document ;  it  was  a  repent  of  the  board  of  ordnance, 
as  to  tlie  intended  plan  of  fortifications  to  be  erected,  and  other 
projects  conceived  necessary  to  be  adopted ;  dated  1783,  and 
signed  Richmond.  In  that  paper,  the  noble  duke  had  stated 
the  suspicions  that  the  conduct  of  the  board  of  ordnance  had 
long  been  liable  to;  and  With  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  them,  had, 
in  an  open  and  manly  way,  avowed  bis  designs  with  regard  to 
future  works  and  future  plans,  and  submitted  them  to  the  con- 
VOL.  I.  Y  /^--  I 
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Bidersti<Hi  of  parliament.  That  paper  Mr.  Sheridan  thought 
highly  deaerving  the  notice  of  the  house ;  as  it  contained  the 
noble  duke's  own  account  <^  his  intentions,  and  wsb,  therefore, 
a  proper  subject  of  reference,  whenever  an  ordnance  estimate  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  during  the  time  the  noble  duke  should  con- 
tinue to  bold  bis  o£Gce  of  master-general  of  the  ordnance.  In 
that  report,  the  house  would  see  that  his  grace  suggested  that 
system  of  fortification,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  had,  in 
the  first  instance,  been  agitated  and  discussed  in  that  house ;  and, 
so  much  to  the  honour  of  the  speaker,  been  decided  against  by 
the  effect  of  his  vote.  The  present  proposal  of  fortifying  the 
West  Indies  was  a  part  of  the  plan  already  exploded  and  re- 
jected in  that  house ;  and  not,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Pitt)  had  declared,  a  new  idea  arising  out  of  new  cir- 
cumstances. In  ord^,  therefore,  to  rouse  the  house  to  a  due  at- 
tention of  the  importance  of  the  consideration,  Mr.  Sheridan  sud, 
he  should  move  for  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  of  the  in- 
tended plan  of  fortifying  the  West  India  islands. 

Another  matter,  also,  which  he  should  make  a  motioo  upon, 
was  a  charge  in  the  estimate  of  ^10,000  for  the  purchase  ot 
some  powder  mills  at  Waltfaam  Abbey;  a  project,  in  every 
point  of  view,  absurd  and  impolitic,  as  it  tended  to  annihilate 
the  manufacture  of  gunpowder  in  this  country,  and  to  substitute 
in  its  stead  an  unfair  monopoly,  vested  in  the  hands  t^  govern- 
ment only.  The  mischiefs  of  such  a  scheme  were  obvious  and 
ascertainable  from  the  experience  of  the  royal  powder  mills  at 
Feversham ;  where  the  expense  of  the  establishment  had  been 
BO  great,  that  every  pound  of  powder  cost  govemment  four 
times  as  much  as  they  could  purchase  it  for  from  other  manu- 
facturers. 

A  farther  subject  of  motion  was  a  proposition  that  had  al- 
ready challenged  and  excited  the  attention  of  that  house : — the 
raising  a  corps  of  artificers,  counting  of  six  hundred  men,  and 
dividing  them  into  six  companies.  A  more  unprincipled  plan  be 
had  never  seen  suggested ;  and,  when  he  used  the  term  unprin- 
eipted,  he  said  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  it  in  the  bad  sense  of 
the  word,  but  as  marking  a  plan,  not  founded  on  any  sound  or 
rational  principle ;  for  such  he  took  the  plan  in  question  to  be. 
In  order  to  prove  this  assertion,  Mr.  Sheridan  read  a  sentence 
from  the  Duke  of  Richniond''s  report  of  1783;  in  which  bis 
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grace  had  stated  ttiat>  from  Buffering  Bome  of  the  artificers  at 
Woolwich,  Sfaeerneas,  &c.  to  be  put  into  companies,  the  artillery 
would  never  wont  artificers ;  and  a  saving  of  ^15,000  woald  be 
made  to  government.  Before,  therefore,  any  new  plan  of  raising 
a  new  corps  of  artificers  was  adopted,  Mr,  Sheridan  declared  it 
was  necessary  to  know  what  the  saving  made,  in  consequence  of 
the  noble  duke''s  plan  of  1783,  amounted  to ;  because  if  no  such 
Baving,  as  waa  stated  in  the  report  in  his  hand,  had  been  made, 
the  present  propositioa  of  raising  a  corps  of  artificers — instead  of 
being  economical — would,  in  fact,  be  an  additional  expense  upon 
the  public  Mr.  Sheridan  next  descanted  on  the  idle  use  of  the 
word  economy,  and  contended,  that  under  that  cover  and  pre- 
tence, the  noble  duke  had  considerably  increased  the  patronage 
and  influence  of  the  board  of  ordnance;  both  of  which,  when 
first  chosen  master-general,  he  professed  it  to  be  his  main  object 
to  curtail  and  diminish.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  putting  arti- 
ficers under  martial  law,  and  subjecting  them  to  military  disci- 
pline ;  declaring  it  was  absurd  in  the  extreme  to  suppose  that  men 
capable  of  earning  half-a-crowo,  or  three  shillings  a.  day,  would 
enlist  as  soldiers,  and  work  in  their  respective  occupations  for  a 
third  of  the  money,  or  less ;  for,  who  could  expect  that  carpen- 
ters should  ^ve  up  their  freedom  and  their  better  wages  for  the 
mere  douceur  of  military  discipline?  The  result,  if  the  wild 
project  were  adopted,  would  only  be,  that  we  should  have  sol- 
diers without  discipline,  and  workmen  without  skill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
charge  for  the  works  at  Cumberland  Fort;  and  declared  he 
almost  repented  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  noble  duke's 
general  system  of  fortification  of  the  dock-yards,  debated  and 
discussed  three  or  four  years  ago ;  because  from  what  he  had 
since  seen,  he  had  every  reason  to  think  the  noble  duke  believed, 
in  his  conscience,  the  system  ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  in  his  conscience  believed  tt  would  ultimately  be 
adopted ;  and  he  declared,  he  had  much  rather  the  house  should 
openly  and  knowingly  adopt  a  bad  precedent,  than  have  a  bad 
precedmt  foisted  upon  them  indirectly,  and  against  their  con- 
sent.  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  upon  the  various  subjects  he  had 
mentioned,  frequently  adverting  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
Report  of  1783;  and  having  read  the  motion  he  meant  to  make 
on  each,  he  concluded  with  moving  for 
Y  2       * 
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"An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  completing  the  CcurtificatioaB 
intended  in  the  West  Indies ;  distinguishing  the  sums  proposed 
to  be  allotted  for  the  defence  of  each  island,  with  an  account  of 
the  number  of  troops  necessary  to  garrison  the  whole." 

Mr.  Ckaacellor  Pitt  mttwrrrd,  thai  IHe  komoitrabk  gemtleaiaii  had  tatfcrtm- 
uairb/  TMovtd,  in  Iktfiril  itutaner,  what  ht  ntut  ntetuarUs  olgeet  to;  trAenoi, 
to  timt  q^  fh»  other  molimit  that  he  had  opaud,  he  did  not  tet  Iht  $mall€tt  i)iii»»if 
<tf  ab/eetioii.  With  rrgard  to  the  eitimeir*  of  tht  ttholt  oimoKUt  of  theforiifi- 
eatioiu  tntettded  for  the  Weit  India  ItlandM,  he  had  ttated  to  the  houte,  ni  a  UU 
dibale,  that  an  eitintate  qf  the  totalexpeiue  anUd  not,  from  the  luihire  afihingt, 
bt  made  mp  atpremnt ;  but  that,  frtmnchat  hr  Intemofihtiub/eei,  he  anf/eetiir*d 
that  it  mmld  amount  to  a  mm  at  large  oi  £180.000  and  luf  emeeedimg  ^SaOO.OOO. 
He  could  give  no  other  araaer  then,  and  at  he  knem  that  a  contpltle  eitimate  otbU 
Hot  be  made  out,  he  muil  neeeuarih/  retltl  a  motion  tehieh  eould  not  jxiniUy  be 
complied  milh. 

Mr .  Sheridan,  with  the  consent  of  the  house,  withdrew  the 
motion.     He  then  severally  moved  for 

"  An  account  of  the  application  of  the  money  voted  for  the 
ordnance  the  last  four  years." 

"  An  account  of  the  savings  by  employing  part  of  the  royal 
regiment  of  artillery  as  artificers," 

*'  A  copy  of  the  king*B  warrant  for  raising  the  corps  of  arti- 
ficers.'' 

*'  A  copy  of  the  agreement  for  Waltbam  Abbey  powder 
mills." 

"  An  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  royal  powder  mills  at 
Feversham." 

'*  An  account  of  the  different  articles  supplied  for  ordnance." 

'*  An  account  of  the  civil  establishment* 

"  An  estimate  of  Cumberland  Fort."    And, 

"An  account  of  the  convicts  employed." 

Jieie  maliont  leere  all  carried. 

FlBBlTABT  11,  1788. 
PBOCSEDINOS  AGAINST  ELIJAH  TUFEY. 
T%e  order  of  the  day,  for  the  home  to  retohe  ittelf  into  a  committee  to  hear 
witneuei  on  charget  exhibited  agaitut  Sir  Elijah  Impeg,  having  been  read,  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  moved — "  TTtat  Mr.  Farrer,  a  member  of  the  home,  be  examiaed 
in  Ail  place.' '  Mr.  Farrer  laid,  he  fell  no  objection  to  be  examined,  provided 
it  KOI  at  the  deiire  of  both  partiei  and  of  the  committee,  but  that  he  tuotdd,  on 
no  account,  content  to  be  eonudered  at  the  leitneu  either  of  the  aceuteri  or  cf 
the  accuied.  If  toot  then  propoted  to  call  Sir  Elijah  to  the  bttr,  and  atk,  «helhtr 
he  had  any  olfjeetion  to  having  Mr.  Farrer  examined ;  Ant 
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Ms.  SuBBisAM  observed,  that  if  ?uch  a  measure  was  adopted, 
it  would  put  the  house  into  a  most  embarrassing  situation,  as  it 
would  be  difficult  for  them  Co  proceed,  in  case  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
should  refuse  to  consent.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  the  honour- 
able gentlemao  had  already  informed  the  committee  that  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  throw  more  tight  upon  the  subject  of  tbe  first 
charge,  than  any  man  living ;  and  if  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
sense  of  that  committee,  he  had  no  objection ;  he  would  therefore 
more  to  declare  that  it  was  the  sense  of  that  committee  that  Mr. 
Farrer  be  examined. 

7^  wuitioH  tBoi  carrird. — Mr.  Ffarrvr  lAen  proceeded  (o  give  hit  evidence,  tatd 
began  a  regular  detmlef  aU  IheeiraaulaneeMufNHtuleonar'tetut,  tracing  them 
from  (hejirtt  Hme  qf  their  agilaiiim,  b^ore  Sir  Elijak  Jmpejr'i  arriaal  in  India, 
down  to  the  arraignment  <if  NiMdconuu;  on  M  indielmmt  for  perjurg  in  the  tu- 
preau  amrt  of  jndicatnrt.  In  the  eark/  pari  iff  ike  narration,  Mr.  Farrtr 
ttated  thai  he  had  n  ii*  htmd  a  warrant,  on  the  baeic  qf  wAicA  mu  vritten,  hg 
OH  attomef,  an  aeeontt  of  the  eoneertation  of  lie  judge*,  npon  application  to  them 
lo  Sramt  a  vrit  qf  hdbeai  oorpm  to  Nundcoaar.  Mr.fitrrtr  mid,  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  the  tteamnl  taia  gone  to  India,  btii  that  he  knetc  it  to  be  hie  handwriting. 
Baving  md  thii,  he  read  the  account,  and  it  oat  taken  down  hy  Me  derk  at  tkt 
table.  Mr.  John  Seotl  Ihm  rote,  and  wrtOMly  dtelared  kit  eoneiclion  that  tkit 
former  objection  wat  right,  and  that  the  wiintm  ought  not  to  haee  been  inffertd 
to  gioe  bit  tettmowf  n  awf  other  wag  bnt  m  aniwer  to  mcA  qnettiont  at  might 
toM  been  pnt  to  him.  Mr,  Seoll  dedartd  the  paper  jntt  read  would  not  have 
been  reeeined  m  oiqr  ctMrt  in  tie  kingdom,  tince  it  wat  not  eoidente,  bnt  a  mere 
heartag  aeeoant  nf  a  eonvertation.  Mr.  Seolt  enlarged  upon  the  etiaUithed  law  qf 
evidence,  and  upon  the  neeettilji  qf  ttridlg  adhering  to  it  in  all  proeerdingi  imang 
tort  leading  to  a  judicial  determination.  Thit  gaoe  rite  to  eariout  remarki  am- 
eeming  the  nature  qf  the  proceeding  t^on  which  the  committee  were  then  engaged. 
Mr.  Fax  matnlatned  that  the  paper  jutt  read  wat  a  proper  paper  to  be  upon  the 
table,  eontidering  the  naturt  qf  the  pretent  proceeding ;  and  declared  it  wat  not 
a  proceeding  at  all  am^out  to  any  legal  meaturet  in  the  eourit  of  Wiatmittter 
HaU;  nor  wat  the  houte  at  all  hniiid  by  the  rulet  qf  legal  evidence.  He  alto  ob- 
tened.thal  hefelt  it  impotable  to tpeakqfUtwgertinlhehighettlermt of  praite^ 
when  he  taw  them  coming  down  in  a  bodg,  to  puttie  and  confound  the  member*  ef 
that  houte,  bg  advancing  rule*  of  law  pracfiee,  tB  cote*  where  Iheg  did  not  apply  j 
and  he  retundtd  the  committee  that  the  houte  had,  on  variant  oeeationt.  exeHed 
Ut  authority,  and  even  gone  to  far  at  to  puniih  the  judgetby  impeaching  them  for 
MttcoMtradtott  qf  the  lawt  qf  the  land.  Mr.  JBearcrqft  observed,  that  he  could 
not  avoid  expreuing  hit  attontthment  at  the  iUiberal  obloquy  with  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppotile  to  him  had  treated  a  whole  prqfettion.  He  added, 
that  if  he  wat  to  toy  hit  finger  upon  the  particular  point  that  had  raited  the 
practice  of  law  in  thit  eountry  to  high  in  the  ntimalion  qf  all  the  world,  it  would 
be  iqmi  the  law  qf  evidence.    He  took  notice  qf  Mr.  fb«  haang  taid  he  wat  bred 
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inthathoate,  and  declared,  if  hi*  late  tpeteh  vat  to  be  iai«»  a*  a  prcqf  o/ that 
breeding,  he  dttired  ao  more  <if  it.  He  ntxt  eiUertd  inio  a  Jtut^eatim  «f  tht 
geittltPieHqf  hit  priffniimifriym  the  charge  Iff  being  actuated,  onthepretenl  oeea- 
tion,  bg  an  etpril  du  corpt,  Wat  it,  he  taid,  to  be  wondered  at  that  laipgen 
ihimld  wpftar  anxiout  Id  attend  the  agitation  of  a  charge  againti  a  latefer  of  long 
lianding  and  untnlUed  eharaeier;  and  that  charge  at  black  a  one  at  eper  idm 
MpMfed  to  any  man,  or  eoen  any  lawyer  F 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, he  perceived,  was  desirous  of  not  only  teaching  that 
house  the  law,  but  breeding,  and  he  wished  still  farther  to  teach 
them  French.  He  could  not  but  admire  the  comical  sort  of  ar- 
gument which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  used  in 
justification  of  his  profession.  He  had  said  everything  band- 
some  of  them,  and  followed  his  encomium,  by  adding,  whimsi- 
cally, that  the  charge  against  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  as  black  as 
could  be  brought  against  any  man ;  nay,  agunst  any  lawyer. 
Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  could  not  pass  over  in  silence  the 
reflections  on  his  right  honourable  friend  (by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  Mr.  Bearcroft)  for  a  speech,  which,  he  thought, 
did  his  right  honourable  friend  infinite  honour.  He  was  sure  his 
right  honourable  friend  had  meant  nothing  personal ;  but  was  it 
to  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  his  zeal  to  defend  the  privil^^  of  that 
house,  he  should  reprobate  the  attempt  to  mix  the  practice  of  the 
law  courts  in  their  proceedings,  to  which  they  were  utterly  inap- 
plicable P  The  paper  in  question  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  to  be,  Id 
the  true  sense  of  the  words,  good  evidence ;  for  what  was  good 
evidence,  but  that  which  was  applicable  to  the  end  to  which  it 
was  applied,  and  which  the  court,  before  whom  it  was  exhibited 
was  competent  to  receive  ?  Different  courts,  it  was  well  known, 
had  different  powers ;  and  what  would  be  evidence  in  one  court 
would  not  be  evidence  in  another.  Thus,  what  was  evidence  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  would  not  be  evidence  in  the  Court  of 
King^s  Bench,  nor  would  that  testimony  that  was  good  evidence 
on  a  trial  for  felony  be  admissible  on  a  trial  for  high  treason. 
Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had,  with  all  that  wonderful  power  of  words  for  which  he  was  so 
celebrated,  pronounced  a  swelling  panegyric  on  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  near  him  (Major  Scott),  but  he  had  g^ven 
his  argument  and  his  conviction  to  his  right  honourable  friend, 
declaring  he  adopted  the  principles  which  his  right  honourable 
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frieod  had  laid  down.  Upon  such  ccmditions  he  was  persuaded 
his  right  honourable  friend  would  gladly  compromiHe  for  the 
future  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

At  length  Mr.  Farrermu  detirtd  ta  proeeti  ;  andattltven  o'doektiueom- 
Huti«e  adfoumed. 


Fbbkvakt  U, 

LIBKL    OK    THE    COMMITTEE   APPOINTED    BY    THE    SOUSE    TO 

MA»ACK    THE    PEOSECDTION   OF    MR.    HASTINGS. 

Mr.  Fox  moved — "  That  a  pamphlet,  tnlifled,  '  A  review  of  Us  pHncipoJ 
diarget  agauut  Warren  Haetinge,  Etq.'  eoaUuru  matter  diereipee^ful  to  Am 
Mtffetty,  andteandalotu  andindeeent  paragraph!,  reacting  on  the  moHvet  ahieh 
hud  mdaeed  thit  hotue  to  trnpeaeh  Warren  Hatting*,  Eiq.,  of  high  crimet  and 
mudemeanori."  2He  prini^al  paitageM  from  ahieh  thit  charge  no*  dedueedi 
rtmthut: — "  Such  an  exertion  of  public  virtue  (the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ingi),  if  to  public  mrtue  it  ihatl  be  referred,  it  indeed 

'  Above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  fame ;' 
aitd  tnHlfurtiuh  a  memoriAle  exanlpte  lo  future  timet,  that  no  tiation,  iovever 
elevated;  no  abilititt,  however  tplendid;  no  tervieet,  however  bene_fieial  or 
mtritorioui ;  that  not  even  the  entile  qf  the  tovereign,  nor  the  voice  of  the  people, 
can  protect  a  Britith  nibject  from  impeaehtfeiU,'  and  a  public  delinquent  from 
pmnthment  if  found  ifuiltj. 

"  For  the  futta-e,  when  ang  officer  ihould  return  home  from  aeiluafum  qf  rc- 
ipontibilily,  hit  onlg  hope  mtttt  be  in  joining  a  powerf^d  faction :  for  hit  tervica, 
let  them  be  ever  to  high,  or  hi*  Un/alif,  be  H  ever  to  exemplary,  teonid  ht  inttfffi- 
eiattfor  hit  eeeuritg." 

Mr.  Pitt  moved  an  amendment  thai  the  wtrdt,  "  Hi*  Mi^etty,"  bt  10  ottt  of 
the  retolution, 

Mk.  Sheeidan  maintained,  that  the  last  sentence  of  the 
passage  "  and  a  public  delinquent  from  punishment,"  was  a 
clear  and  convincing  proof,  that  the  whole  referred  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  present  enjoyment  of  the  smiles  of  the  sovereign; 
and  insinuated,  Uiat  an  impeachment  was  a  mode  of  prosecution 
that  did  not  leave  the  sovereign  his  power  of  granting  mercy 
after  conviction.  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  an- 
swered the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's  observations,  that  the 
present  station  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  person  impeached  by  the 
commons  of  England  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  was 
not  a  veiy  exalted  one,  by  remarking,  that  till  Mr.  Hastings 
should  be  convicted  of  the  charges  of  which  he  stood  im- 
peadied,  his  station  was  not  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  reason,  or 
comnuHi  sense,  to  be  considered  as  a  station  of  degradatkm. 
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Upon  tht  jwufMtt  being  put,  the  hout*  dividti;  agti  (for  fhe  or^iaol  fnm- 
lio^)  66;  not*  133.     T%t  amtTided  quatiimviu  IlitnpiU  audi^reed  to. 

Mr.  F\mc  immtdiattly  rote,  and  declared  iiai  he  tlUl  euiertmaed  )a*  optsum, 
(Aot  inlae  n  com*  ofpMic  Ubel,  or  of  a  lihei  o%  the  goMrmmnt  at  large,  or 
legUaiare  eoUeetivdf,  ht  did  %cl  think  it  becoming  in  IktU  houet  to  retort  to  On 
crown  latBgen,  at  the  inttrnmentt  qf  protteniing  libelt  qffeeting  lltemtehet,  inltr- 
fering  mth  their proeredingt,  or  impUeaHng  a  hrtaeh^ the primieget ;  henuntd, 

"  That  an  addreu  he  preiented  to  kit  ilqfeilg,  mott  honiig  to  detirt.  Iheit  ht 
tcitt  be  graetonthf  pleated  to  give  dirteiion*  to  hie  Mi^ettg't  attomeg-generml  tt 
proteeuit."     7%e  motion  teat  agreed  to  nemnt  amtradieenlt.' 


DECLABATORV  EAST  INDIA  BILL. 
During  the  i^prthentiont  vhich  had  exitled  in  the  eourti  of  latt  jfmt  rf  t 
nature  leitk  the  eonrt  nf  France,  gavrrnrntnt  had  taken  a  rttolntion  often^g 
onifov  additional  regimenlt  to  India,  on  board  the  eomparng'tihipt,  for  the  pro- 
ttetion  nf  onr  other  potiettiont  in  thai  quarter,  and  the  propotition  had  been  re- 
eeimd  viih  tqnal  opprobaHon  bf  the  court  of  director*.  But  nt  Ike  mean  timt 
the  ttorm  haoing  bhien  oeer,  and  gotemment  ttHl  adhering  to  their  retolntion  iff 
tending  out  four  regiinenlt  with  a  view  to  form  a  permanent  tttallithmeni  of  hit 
Uqjuty't  troapi  in  India,  a  quettion  had  arittn  retpecting  the  expentt  of  tending 
titm  out,  andtff  their  fniure  payment.  Bgan  act  lelUeh  patted  in  1781,  ititai 
tHpiilaltd  that  the  oompang  thonld  be  bottnd  to  pag  for  indt  troopt  onlg  at  leert 
tent  to  India  upon  their  reguitition,  and  upon  thit  act  tht  £reetort  had  r^fntti 
to  charge  the  eompong  ufilh  the  expente  <j^  the  iroopi  in  ^tuttion.  But  it  mm 
contended  bg  the  froord  of  control,  ettiAUthed  in  the  act  ij'  1784,  that  the  com- 
mittionert  of  that  hoard  letn  inveited  vith  the  power  ^  directing,  in  can  qf  • 
r^fatiU  nf  the  compang,  tuoh  expente  to  be  d^aged  out  nf  the  reaenuet  ariting 
from  thtir  territorial  potttttiont.  Ojponthiteate  the  court  qfdirtctort  had  take* 
the  adoiet  <if  tevtral  eminent  Imtgert,  leho  were  qf  opinion  that  the  board  ^  can- 
trol  loat  not  invaled,  bg  the  act  of  l7Si,  with  the  power  contended  for,  and  th» 
direcfort  had  aecordingtg  refuted  to  lake  troopt  on  hoard  the  thipt  that  mere 
about  that  time  to  tail  for  India,  Upon  thit  ground  Mr.  Pitt  mooed  the  hott 
OH  the  Kth  of  February  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biB  far  remoeing  the  donitt  m 
quettionbg  declaring  the  intention  qf  th»  legiilaturt  in  the  act  of  ij 84,  to  hate 
been  agreeable  to  the  eonttruetion  put  upon  U  by  the  hoard  of  eoniroL  After  a 
long  debate  thit  motion  teat  earriedwilhmU  a  dirition:  and  an  iltiecond  reading, 
upon  the  3rd  of  March,  the  Eatt  India  Compang  were  heard  by  their  eountd 
againtt  the  bm  at  the  bar  qf  the  houte.—On  the  motion  "  that  the  tpeaker  mw 
leaoe  the  chair,"  Sir  Orey  Cooper  rote  and  oppoted  it, — Thit  brought  om  a  long 
debate, 

Mb.  Shebioan  obserred,  that  no  man  was  more  disposed  to 

■  Mr.  John  Stockdale,  the  pabltsber  of  the  pamphlet,  was  tried  the  9tli  of 
December,  I7S9,  and  fonnd  not  gnilty. 
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listen  to  the  booourable  baronet's  (Sir  James  Johnstone)  plea- 
santry thao  be  was ;  aod,  though  he  wished  that  he  had  treated 
the  present  question  with  a  little  more  gravity,  he  was  CMivinced 
he  was  actuated  by  s  serious  principle  at  bottom.  The  honour- 
able baronet  bad  whimsically  enough  compared  the  difference 
between  the  board  of  control  and  the  court  of  directors  to  a 
matrimonial  wrangle.  He  had  always  been  taught  that  it  was 
not  safe  to  interfere  between  man  and  wife — though  he,  for  once, 
would  hazard  the  experiment ;  trusting  that  it  was  a  marriage 
accordbg  to  the  laws  of  Scotland,  where  the  misconduct  of 
^ther  party  was  held  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  divorce. 

With  respect  to  the  question  before  the  house,  it  was  one  of 
the  m(»t  important  that  could  come  under  their  deliberation. 
It  not  only  affected  the  charters  of  individuals  and  of  parties, 
but  it  went  to  affect  the  character  of  parliament,  in  violating  the 
taith  of  its  statutes,  by  a  system  as  corrupt  as  it  was  dangerous 
to  the  most  sacred  and  dearest  interests  of  the  constitution  of  a 
free  people^  He  admitted  that  the  chancellM  of  the  exchequer 
bad  stated  tbe  object  of  the  declaratory  bill  fully  and  fairly ; 
but  it  was  a  bill,  the  principle  of  which  be  dooied  to  be  founded 
oa  the  bill  of  tbe  year  1784 ;  and  if  it  was  not  proved  to  be 
clearly  so,  it  was  imposdble  that  the  bouse  could  agree  to  adopt 
it  as  a  law  explanatory  of  the  powers  of  that  bill.  If  tbe  board 
of  control  wi^ed  to  grasp  at  new  powers  and  new  patronage, 
why  did  they  not  come  forward  with  a  new  bill  P  But  they  did 
not  dare  to  meet  the  question  openly  and  fairly;  well  knowing 
thiU  it  would  have  exposed  them  to  all  the  calumny  which  they' 
themselves  had  so  liberally  bestowed  on  the  violators  of  chartered 
rights!  The  board  bad  wisely  adopted  a  mercantile  idea  in 
suffering  the  company  to  deliver  up  their  rights  and  privileges 
by  instalment. 

But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had,  with  his 
usual  plausibility,  declared,  that  they  wisbed  to  be  armed  with 
no  powers  that  were  not  subject  to  the  control  of  parliament. 
What  did  this  declaration  amount  to  f  They  only  wished  to 
have  the  military  patronage  of  India  in  their  hands,  under  the 
control  of  parliament !~  Control  was,  indeed,  a  word  not  in 
very  good  repute  at  present ;  but  to  talk  of  the  control  of  par- 
liament over  an  army  which  was  not  paid  by  parliament,  was  too 
ridiculous  to  need  any  comment;  and  yet  sudi  was  the  controll- 

C.ooglc 


330  SPEECHES   OF   THE  [mABCB  5* 

ing  power  which  the  ri^t  honourable  genUeman  hsd  deared 
might  he  set  over  him.  Undoubtedly,  if  be  had  spoken  of  the 
army  on  the  British  establishment,  he  would  have  been  war- 
ranted in  sajiDg  that  it  was  subject  to  tbe  control  of  parlia- 
ment,  because  the  lung  had  no  other  means  of  paying  that  army 
but  by  coming  to  psrUament  for  the  money.  Here  the  case  was 
widely  different,  for  the  Foments  now  proposed  to  be  sent  to  . 
India  were  to  be  paid,  not  by  parliament,  but  by  the  territoiial 
revenues  f^  the  East  India  Company.  But  what  was  still  more 
extraordinary  (and  be  desired  the  bouse  to  attanl  to  it)  by  the  last 
clause  of  the  act  it  was  declared  to  be  in  the  fowet  of  tfae  con- 
misfloners  for  managing  the  affairs  of  India,  to  send  as  many 
troops  as  they  might  think  necessary  for  the  security  of  our  pos- 
se8sl<Hi8  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  clause  was  worded  in 
the  most  unqualified  terms ;  they  might  even  send  to  India  an 
army  of  toi  thousand  Hanoverians,  or  any  number  of  mercena- 
ries collected,  as  the  £arl  of  Chatham  emphatically  said,  from  the 
shambles  of  Germany,  thus  giving  to  the  executive  government 
the  monstrous  and  unheard-of  patronage  of  a  foreign  army  not 
paid  by  parliam^it.  He  deared  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they 
came  to  a  vote  on  a  question  pregnant  with  such  danger  to  the 
state. 

He  confessed  that  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  a  re- 
newal of  invectives  against  the  bill  brought  forward  by  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox).  Considering  the  strong  measures 
which  the  present  bill  goes  to  embrace,  he  rather  expected  to 
have  found  the  severity  of  some  gentlemen  softened  into  phrases 
more  conciliatory.  He  remembered  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man had  once  compared  the  India  board,  constituted  by  that 
bill,  to  seven  doctors  and  eight  apothecaries  administering  to  the 
health  of  one  poor  patient — but  their  prescriptions  were  more 
palatable  than  the  dose  now  mixing  by  the  learned  doctor  of 
control,  who,  in  the  true  spirit  of  quackery,  desires  bis  patient 
to  take  it ;  that  he  has  no  occasion  to  confine  himself  at  home, 
but  that  he  may  safely  go  about  his  business  as  usual.  This 
sovereign  remedy,  he  said,  would,  no  doubt,  soon  he  adventured 
under  tbe  popular  name  of  "  Scot's  pills  for  all  sorts  of  oriental 
disorders."  Mr.  Sheridan  then  took  a  comparative  view  of  the 
merits  of  the  two  India  bills,  in  which  he  paid  a  compliment  to 
the  manly  and  decided  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  oppocdtioo  to  tfae 
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crooked  ptAicy  which  had  led  to  the  discussion  of  the  question 
then  before  the  house.  It  was  very  remarkable,  that  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  introduced  his  bill,  he  prefaced  it 
with  a  speech,  declaring  that  it  had  been  fully  explained  to  the 
directors,. and  that  they  approved  of  it  This  be  now  was  in- 
clined to  doubt,  otherwise  it  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  Uie 
declaratory  bill.  But  perfection  was  not  the  lot  of  humanity. 
This  was  the  seventh  perfect  eystem  which  had  been  introduced 
for  the  good  government  of  India,  and  still  there  was  much 
to  do. 

Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  the  titles  of  the  various  acts  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  as 
often  repealed,  altered,  or  amended  ;  one  of  which  was  "  an  act 
to  obviate  all  doubts  which  have  arisen,  or  may  in  future  arise 
respecting  the  government  of  India." 

He  then  proceeded  to  animadvert  on  the  interference  of  tlie 
board  of  c<n)trol  with  the  patronage  of  the  company,  not  only  in 
the  civil  and  military,  but  in  their  commercial  concerns ;  and  read 
extracts  from  their  correspondence  in  support  of  his  assertion. 
He  compared  the  board  of  control,  the  court  of  directors,  and 
the  body  of  proprietors,  to  the  dramatis  perwtue  of  Swift's  Tale 
of  a  Tub,  and  concluded  with  an  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the 
bouse  on  the  situation  of  the  officers  of  the  East  India  Company, 
who,  if  the  present  bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  would  suffer  de- 
gradation and  disgrace,  not  only  in  their  own  opinion,  but  in  the ' 
eyes  of  those  whom  they  had  often  led  on  to  victory. 

T%t  hmm  divided;  aget  flhat  tht  apeaker  kavt  the  diairj  183;  noet  125. 
J%t  hoiut  then  icent  irUo  a  canimillet,  and  Mr.  Slede  leai  Drder«t  (o  ftn'tiy  Mp 
the  report  an  the  foBotning  dag. 


March  7. 
declabato&y  east  india  bill. 

Sfr.  Sttek  having  intinaledfimn  the  bar  that  he  held  in  hi»  hand  the  report 
<!f  the  comnitlte  of  the  whole  houtt  to  tehotK  the  declaratory  bill  hadbeen  rtftrred ; 
t&e  ipeaker  put  the  gnettion.  "  That  the  rrport  he  now  brought  »p." 

Mr.  SHEaiDAN  declared,  that  considering  the  ground  of  ob- 
jection upon  which  he  and  his  honourable  friends  had  argued  the 
bill,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  suffer  the  report  to  be  brought 
up  without  a  violation  of  all  consistency  whatever. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  nut  and  addrtued  the  hojue  at  great  length  m  ti^fWl  tf  Me 
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hilt.  l»  tht  eourK  tjf  Ut  ipeeek  he  obKntd  tkal  Mr.  Shtridm,  "  in  mdK  iff 
tehott  lpeecht$  thert  toot  maelifaaeg,  fa  mam/  ihnung  wit,  w  otktn  very  tajeaiawi 
argnmeat,  in  allgttat  doquoKt,  and  » jome/mo  truiki  aadJntUee,  lad  on  Wed- 
nadag  remarked  that  it  wu  ettraonUnaj  that  ht  tsAo  \ud  ttood  np  tKe  ifmnunu 
OMtrtirr  nf  tht  prtrogatire  qf  tht  cromt,  lAould  prt^fen  himteff  an  admcatefor 
tkt  bitt  nf  righU  and  the  drfender  of  the  libertie*  of  tht  pei^U.  That  he  Aod 
Blood  np  tht  itrennonta*»erlor<iflhejtut  andlrgidprtnigative^the  crovBwi&at 
o  mott  daring  attempt  had  bttn  made  to  invade  that  prerogatUie  and  trample  on 
tie  eomtitntional  righie  <if  hi*  Miyettjf,  vould  eoer  be  htM  pride  and  hit  boa*l ; 
and  he  eoidd  not  help  (hiniing  that  hie  having  done  mbg  no  meant  diaqnal^led 
Mmfivm  itandtTlg  forteard  at  a*  adeoealefor  the  righti  and  libertiet  of  the  nA~ 
Jeet  when  theg  appeared  tobe  at  <dliii  danger." 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  the  right  h(»iourable  g^tleman 
who  spoke  last  had  been  pleased  to  compUmeDt  bis  faocj,  his 
abilities,  and  big  eloquence,  but  had  added,  that  he  seldom  em- 
ployed them  either  with  reastK)  or  truth.  He  rejected  such  com- 
pliments with  scorn ;  assuring  the  house,  that  whenever  he  trou- 
bled them,  be  endeavoured  to  do  it  consistently  with  a  most  rigid 
regard  to  truth  and  juGtice.  He  conceived,  he  might  with  truth 
retort  the  accusation  on  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  because, 
if  ever  there  was  a  person  who  deserved  such  compliments,  that 
right  hcmourable  gentleman  might  advance  the  most  unquestioD- 
able  claims.  No  man  could  be  more  clear  and  eloquent  when  be 
pleased ;  no  man,  when  be  wished  to  conceal  his  meaning,  could 
veil  it  in  greater  elegance  of  language,  or  involve  his  sentences 
in  a  finer  disguise  of  obscurity,  when  he  vpished  to  conceal  that  he 
had  no  meaning  at  all.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
charged  those  on  that  side  of  the  house  with  being  enemies  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  had  asserted  his  claim  at  the  same 
time  to  be  not  only  the  champion  of  prerogative,  but  the  protector 
of  privilege.  If  he  meuit  to  call  gentlemen  the  enemies  of  pre* 
rogative,  because  they  were  not,  like  himself,  the  friends  of  a  dark, 
concealed,  uid  secret  band  of  advisers,  who,  skulking  behind  the 
throne^  were  the  main-spring  and  source  of  attack  upon  the  con- 
stitution, and  of  danger  to  the  throne  itself :  if  he  meant,  that 
because  they  objected  to  entrench  upon  the  valued  privilege  of 
that  house,  and  disdained  to  see  the  dignity  of  another  insulted 
by  a  mean,  gross,  and  scandalous  system  of  transacting  public 
business  by  whispering ;  if  he  meant,  that  because  they  were  not 
ready  unnecessarily  to  increase  the  standing  army  by  every  pos- 
sible expedient,  they  were,  therefore,  enemies  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  they  were  truly  so,  and  they  gloried  ia-confessiag 
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it.  They  avowed  an  eternal  hostility  to  a  prerogative  bo  exer- 
cised. But,  that  they  were  enemies  to  the  just  prerogatives  of  the 
crown ;  to  those  prerogatives  which  the  constitution  had  wisdy 
placed  in  the  hands  of.  the  chief  magistrate,  and  the  exercise  of 
which  tendedequally  to  the  honour  of  the  sovereign,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  subject,  he  denied.  He  was  ready,  however,  to  hear 
testimony,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  a  friend  to 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  indefinitely  and  implicitly,  but  he 
did  not  see  how  he  could  therefore  arrogate  to  himself  the  praise 
of  being  also  a  friend  to  the  privileges  of  the  people ;  he  whose 
whole  political  life  had  been  occupied  in  attacks  upon  those  pri- 
vileges :  he  who  commenced  bis  career  in  the  situation  which  he 
then  held  by  a  violent  infringement  of  the  rights  of  that  house — 
an  infringement  which  was  followed  by  a  direct  attack  on  the 
freedom  of  election.  Under  the  cover  of  a  hill  of  commercial 
regulation,  his  next  measure  had  been  an  attack  upon  the  privi- 
l^ea  of  the  people  of  the  sister  kingdom,  and  this  was  followed 
by  an  experiment  on  the  temper  of  the  people  here,  by  assisting 
in  the  scheme  of  a  wild  protector  to  change  the  conatitutioDal  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  from  a  navy  to  fortifiAtions.  Every  part 
of  his  adminiBtration  had  manifested  a  tendency  to  support  and 
enlarge  the  just  but  dangerous  prerogatives  of  the  crown  ;  and  in 
particular,  he  had  used  every  means  to  augment  the  standing 
army ;  fictitious  wants  had  been  pleaded,  unknown  dangers  had 
been  suggested,  and  he  had  but  too  successfully  added  to  the 
alarming  military  force  of  this  country,  both  at  home  and  in  all 
its  distant  Toltwies ;  and  too  successfully,  also,  endeavoured  to 
bring  others  than  the  mere  military  within  the  bounds  of  the 
mutiny  act.  These  were  the  proofs  he  bad  given  of  his  friend- 
ship for  the  privil^;e8  of  the  people.  Such  had,  nevertheless, 
been  the  confidence  of  that  house,  that,  with  all  these  things,  they 
had  professed  to  have  faith  in  his  good  intentionB,  and  in  his  re- 
gard for  the  constitution.-  He,  for  his  own  part,  was  most  sin- 
cerely desirous  that  it  should  be  proved  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  a  true  and  zealous  reverence  for  the' constitu- 
tion. To  satisfy  the  mind's  taste,  and  to  justify  the  admiration 
that  every  one  felt  for  his  endowments,  it  was  a  matter  to  be 
eagerly  wished,  that  a  gentleman  of  such  brilliant  talents  should 
raocerely  regard  and  love  that  constitution  to  which  such  talents 
as  his  were  peculiarly  adapted,  and  under  which  alone  they  could 
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fully  display  theinselTca.  Hii  Criends  talked  much  of  his  coo- 
Bcience ;  and,  fruitful  in  excuses  for  the  errors  of  bis  bystem, 
never  failed  to  my,  that  he  woe  debauched  into  every  iniquity  and 
folly  that  he  committed.  An  honourable  gentleman  speaking  of 
him,  had  said,  that  in  his  bill  he  wag  sure  that  his  conscience  had 
been  surprised.  It  was  bad  advice,  and  not  wicked  intention, 
irom  which  Uiis  bill  had  originated.  He  was  not  unwilling  to 
give  ear  to  this  apology.  He  hoped  it  wat;  true,  and  he  partly 
believed  it.  He  did  not  hesitate  in  agreeing  with  his  admirers, 
that  he  had  people  about  him  very  capable  of  leading  him  wrong. 
It  was  his  original  crime  that  he  had  connected  himself  with  those 
from  whom  no  good  counsel  could  come ;  and  lamenting,  as  they 
all  must  do,  the  consequences  of  his  want  of  vigilance,  and  tbe 
misfortunes  of  his  connections,  it  was  earnestly  to  be  widied,  that 
his  conscience  would  either  keep  a  better  look-out,  or  that  be 
would  keep  better  company. 

His  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  on  this  occa- 
sion, had  obtained  a  most  complete  triumph.  Every  part  of  his 
India  system  was  now  demonstrated  to  be  just,  and  in  nothing 
was  it  more  truly  justified,  than  in  the  attack  which  the  right 
h(»H>urable  gentleman  had  made  on  him  that  night.  In  the  very' 
moment  that  be  was  vehemently  arraigning  his  right  honourable 
friend  for  the  hill  which  he  had  brought  into  the  house  four  years 
ago,  a  bill  lay  on  the  table  which  went  ten  times  farther  in  all  the 
points  which  he  at  the  same  time  affected  to  condemn.  There  was 
something  very  singular  in  the  whole  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's conduct  on  this  occasion.  He  had  begun  his*speech  with 
talking  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  bill  on  the  table ; 
of  that  very  bill  with  which  he  had  originally  stolen  in  upon  tbe 
house,  without  explanation,  without  speaking  of  its  dangers,  and 
without  giving  any  notice  of  its  magnitude.  He  had  procured  it 
to  be  read  a  first  and  second  time ;  but  being  caught  in  the  fact, 
and  finding  his  arm  arrested,  and  himself  discovered:  seeing,  that 
not  only  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  house,  but  on  all  sides, 
bad  taken  the  alarm,  then  he  came  forward,  and  talked  of  the 
danger  with  which  the  bill  was  pregnant,  humbly  requesting  that 
it  might  be  checked  and  guarded  in  every  possible  shape.  The 
bill,  with  all  its  terrors,  its  arrogance,  and  its  evils,  came  first, 
but  the  checks  came  behind,  by  way  of  rider ; — prerogative  fw^ 
most,  the  constitution  in  the  rear.    The  right  hmouriible  gentle- 


■)„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 


178S.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.    B.    SHERIDAN.  S35 

voBoi'B  great  argument  iras,  that  his  bill  did  not,  like  that  of  a 
right  bonourahle  gentlemao  (Mr.  Fox)  assume  the  patronage  of 
India.  That  it  did  not  take  the  power  of  appointing  was  certain, 
and  never  denied ;  but  while  tt  conveyed  the  power  of  recalling 
in  all  cases  where  the  appointment  was  not  made  with  their  ap- 
probation, the  only  difference  was,  that  the  patronage  in  the  one 
case  was  possessed  under  cover,  and  without  responsibility ;  in 
the  other  it  was  open  and  avowed.  In  all  the  great  features  of 
the  present  bill,  and  in  much  more,  the  present  doctrines  were  the 
same  as  those  which  his  right  honourable  Mend  had  asserted  in 
1784.  The  gre^t  difference  was,  that  this  bill  added  to  the  sys- 
tem  a  measure  which  he  should  aoon  explain,  and  which  broke 
through  every  principle  of  the  constitution,  and  was  in  every 
shape  alarming  to  the  people  of  this  country. 

But  mark,  continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  modest  assumption  of 
the  board  of  control !  The  revenues  of  India  amount  to  nine  or 
ten  millions  a  year,  and  the  board  of  control  desire  that  a  decla- 
ratory bill  may  pass  to  give  them  the  unlimited  power,  not  only 
to  collect,  but  to  appropriate  the  whole  sum  as  they  may  think 
fit.  The  only  security  was  to  be  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  the 
man.  Was  that  a  sufficient  security  ? — Any  person  capable  of 
asking  from  an  enlightened  people  so  much  power  must  be  mad, 
and  consequently  not  capable  of  applying  it  with  sound  reason  to. 
a  good  end.  But^  said  Uie  right  honourable  gentleman,  judge  of 
us  by  experience.  Have  we  not  chosm  a  Lord  Comwallis,  a  Sir  ' 
Archibald  Campbell,  and  a  General  Meadows ;  and  can  there  be 
danger  in  trusting  power  in  such  hands  ?  Arguing  in  that  way, 
what  did  it  impose  on  that  house  P  That  they  were  to  fit  every 
man  out  with  power  in  proportion  to  his  character.  That  was  to 
be  the  slop-shop  for  Indian  governors ;  they  were  to  give  to  one 
man  flowing  robes  of  imperial  despotism,  and  to  another  the  short 
skirts  of  limited  monarchy.  The  constitution  of  Jjjngland  must 
not  trust  to  such  means  of  safety ;  and  in  arguing  about  priod- 
ples,  they  must  not  think  of  men.  He  averred,  that  the  bill  gave 
the  board  of  control  the  power  of  appropriating  the  revennes  of 
the  company  to  what  purposes  they  pleased ;  and  they  migbt  put 
£BOO,000  at  discretion  into  their  own  pockets,  or  those  of  their 
friends.  They  bad  the  power  of  uncontrolled  corruption.  They 
might  subsidize  the  court  of  Poonah.  Tbey  might  take  into  their 
pay  20,000  Mahratta  horse ;  they  might  annihilate  the  o 
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of  the  company ;  and  all  this  they  migbt  do  by  means  of  this 
declaratory  bill. 

The  bill  of  his  right  honourable  friend  had  been  said  to  erect 
a  mcMiBter  unknown  to  the  constitution,  because  a  noble  lord 
(Earl  FitzwiUiam)  and  the  seven  commissioners  were  invested 
with  certain  powers.  Compare  the  powers  of  that  board  with 
the  powers  of  this.  Lord  FitzwiUiam  and  the  commissioDers 
could  not  send  forth  a  dispatch;  they  could  neither  declare  war 
nor  make  peace  in  India ;  tbey  could  neitlier  subsidize  Poonah, 
nor  entertain  a  body  of  Mahratta  horse,  without  having  the 
pleasure  of  the  king  agnified  through  the  medium  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state.  The  boud  of  control  could  do  all  this.  They 
could  declare  war ;  tbey  could  make  peace ;  they  could  enter 
into  subsidiary  treaties  with  the  princes  of  India ;  they  could 
collect  all  the  revenues  of  the  company  ;  and  they  could  apply 
them  to  what  purpose  they  pleased,  without  the  ctHisent  of  the 
king.  Mr.  Sheridan  put  this  in  various  points  of  view,  and 
then  came  to  animadvert  on  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  said  with  regard 
to  the  bill  of  1784  not  being  made  on  a  compact  with  the  com- 
pany. Mr.  Sheridan  averred,  that  the  whole  of  the  bill  was 
made  with  the  declared  consent  of  the  court  of  directors.  The 
minister  bad  stood  upon  that  compact,  had  pleaded  their  appro- 
•bation  aa  a  matter  of  argument,  and  it  was  passed  into  a  law 
clearly  on  tbe  ground  of  compact  and  consent.  But  now  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  violate  the  engagement, 
and  to  avoid  the  igncnniny  of  having  broken  a  solemn  bargain. 
.  Upon  this  occa^n,  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  should  bc^ 
leave  to  submit  to  tbe  feelings  <^  the  house,  whether  what  they 
bad  seen  that  day  ought  not  to  convince  tbem  of  the  error  into 
which  they  had  fall^,  of  acting  upon  craifideoce  P  Tbe  minis- 
ter bad  at  length  taught  tbem,  that  to  suspect  him  was  their 
duty,  and  they  saw  that  it  was  only  by  so  dmng,  that  they 
could  faithfully  discbarge  the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  for  they 
saw  that  not  being  able  to  accomplish  his  dedgn,  but  being  de- 
tected, he  now  came  forward,  apparently  desirous  to  re<%ive 
counsel  and  to  embrace  instruction. 
Mr.  Pitt  mtd  Mr,  Duxdai  kmmg  tpoken, 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  given  him  no  answer  ;  and  added,  that  he  questioned  him 
about  power,  but  could  get  do  reply  which  did  not  exclusively 
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relate  to  patronage.  He  spoke  about  the  constitution,  and  the 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentlemab  gave  an  answer  con- 
cerning cottou.  In  short,  he  podtirely  evaded  the  request  that 
he  would  define  his  own  power. 

At  length  (Ae  qmtlion  being  pat,  tie  hotue  ihided ;  aytt  (for  bringing  up  the 
rtport)  182;  ww  IIB. 

March  10. 

bigih&nts  sent  and  destined  fob  the  east-ikdies. 

Mb.  Seebidan  desired  that  he  might  be  permitted  earnestly 
to  call  upon  the  house  to  meet  with  jealous  and  with  strict  rU 
tention  the  circumstances  under  which  the  four  new  regimente 
were  to  be  sent  to  India.  In  the  course  of  the  discusnon  lately 
brought  forward  on  the  propriety  of  that  measure,  it  had  been 
stated  as  the  intention,  and  as  part  of  the  system  of  ministry,  to 
increase  the  number  of  king's  troops  in  India.  Now  he  believed 
it  to  be  a  fact,  which  he  should  be  able  to  prove,  that  orders 
were  actually  sent  .out  to  reduce  the  establishment  of  the  five 
regiments  already  in  India,  at  the  very  time  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  send  out  these  four  new  regiments.  Gentlemen  might 
start  at  the  assertion ;  but  he  believed  the  papers  he  was  going 
to  move  for  would  justify  what  he  advanced. 

In  August,  1787*  *^  directOTs  of  the  £ast-India  Company 
bad  applied  for  leave  to  recruit  the  troops  on  their  own  esta- 
blishment in  India,  which  by  law  they  could  not  do  without  his 
Majesty's  permisdon.  This  leave  bad  been  withholden,  from 
August  to  November,  until  the  moment  of  alarm  had  arrived  ; 
when  the  directors,  unable  to  recruit  their  own  troops,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay,  with  that  dispatch  the  emergency  seemed  to 
require,  were  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  these  regiments.  One 
reason  assigned  for  withholding  the  permission  to  recruit  the 
company's  troops  was,  because  they  would  not  consent  to  have 
their  recruits  inspected  by  one  of  his  Majesty's  general  oflicers. 
If  any  person  had  advised  his  Majesty  to  insist  on  having  the 
recruits  so  inspected,  he  had  advised  him  to  innst  on  what  by 
taw  he  was  not  entitled  to  enforce,  even  if  the  company  had  con- 
sented. 

The  five  regiments  now  in  India,  when  they  embarked  in 
March  1783,  consisted  of  one  thousand  rank  and  file  each,  be. 
sides   the   recruiting  companies  which  were  left  in  England* 
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There  was  do  reason  for  saying  that  these  compaDies  were  not 
fully  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  regimeDts  to 
which  they  belonged,  and  of  keeping  them  up  to  the  full  esta- 
blishment on  which  they  had  been  sent  out ;  for  they  had 
already  sent  out  seven  hundred  recruits.  And  yet,  at  the  very 
moment  of  alarm,  when  the  directors,  under  the  idea  of  sudden 
emergency,  agreed  to  accept  of  the  four  new  regiments,  orders 
had  been  sent  out  for  reducing  the  five  regiments  in  India  to 
seven  hundred  privates  each,  without  any  reduction  of  the  com- 
missioned officers ;  and  this  too,  when  the  minister  was  disputing 
with  the  company,  that  according  to  the  act  of  1781,  they  must 
pay  two  lacks  of  rupees  for  each  regiment  of  king's  troops  in 
India ;  whilst  the  directors  contended  that  they  ought  to  pay 
only  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  effective  men  in  each.  Mr- 
Sheridan  now  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house, 

"  A  copy  of  the  establishment  of  the  several  regiments  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  on  their  embarking  for  the  East-Indies,  in 
March  1783,  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  given  in  August,  1787> 
for  the  reduction  of  the  establishment  of  the  said  regiments. 

"  Copies  of  the  last  returns  of  the  four  regiments  destined  for 
the  East-Indies  ;  together  with  copies  of  their  recruiting  orders. 

'*  A  copy  of  the  last  application  to  his  Majesty  for  bis  royal 
licence  to  recruit  the  regiments  abroad  belonging  to  the  E^ast- 
India  company  ;  with  the  answer  thereto." 

The  p^^tn  letre  ordered. 


Makcb  U. 
bill  to  enable  his   hajesty  to  licence   the   pkbfoem- 
akces  at  sadlebs*  wells. 
Sir.  Ladbroke  brought  in  (hu  bill :  the  kmm  ww  read  afint  time. 
Mb.  Shekidan  remarked,  that  he  had  consented  to  the  bill 
being  read  a  first  time,  because  it  was  really  his  wish  that  the 
house  should  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  matter  fairly, 
and  to  understand  what  was  demanded  from  them.     With  re- 
gard to  the  petitions  for  the  bill,  and  the  allegations  stated  by 
tfiem  with  respect  to  the  large  price  paid  for  the  purchaK  of 
their  shares  of  the  property  of  Sadlers'  Wells   by   Messrs. 
WroughtoD  and  Arnold,  if  the  house  could,  with  any  sort  of 
consistency,  do  any  thing  to  prevent  their  sustaining  a  loes,  no 
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man  in  that  bouse  would  go  farther  than  he  vould  ;  he  wished 
them  to  be  dealt  with  as  liberall;  and  as  handsomely  as  poenble, 
because  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  case  of  Sadler^s  Wells 
stood  upon  very  different  grounds  indeed  from  that  of  the 
Royalty  Theatre,  which  had  lately  been  before  the  bouse.  Thai 
was  a  scheme  set  up  upon  false  pretences,  and  supported  by  a 
conspiracy  of  justices  of  the  peace,  to  defeat  the  law  which  they 
were  bound,  by  their  oath,  to  execute.  The  present  application 
came  forward  in  a  decent  manner,  and  according  to  the  practice 
he  had  ever  wished  to  be  pursued,  when  he  knew  more  of  what 
was  going  on  with  respect  to  the  theatres  than  he  did  at  present; 
having,  long  since,  entrusted  his  interest  in  them  to  the  manage- 
ment and  care  of  others  in  whom  he  had  reason  to  place  confi- 
dence. Mr.  Sheridan  wished  such  an  application  to  be  liberally 
gpnsidered,  and  that  the  legal  monopolists  might  not  stand  on 
^eir  rights  too  strictly.  He  h^  ever  been,  and  he  trusted  that 
he  ever  should  be  found,  an  enemy  to  any  thing  like  oppression 
in  any  matter,  great  or  small ;  and,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
confessed  that  the  appr^ensions  of  other  people  interested  in 
the  rights  supposed  to  be  attacked  by  the  bill  in  question,  went 
beyond  his  own ;  but  it  was,  however,  to  be  remembered,  that 
those  apprebenHimis  related  to  a  property  upon  which,  taking 
the  two  winter  theatres  cmly,  a  sum  little  ^ort  of  ^^200,000  bad 
been  embarked.  He  felt  it,  therefore,  his  duty  to  endeavour  to 
protect  those  rights  according  to  their  ideas  of  the  injury  they 
might  sustain,  and  not  according  to  any  more  indulgent  way  of 
considering  the  subject,  which  he  might  himself  have  enter- 
tained. Mr.  Sheridan  thai  proceeded  to  argue  on  the  nature  of 
the  present  application.  The  proprietors  of  Sadlers'  Wells  had 
declared  in  their  case,  that  the  cause  of  their  application  for  a 
bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  them  a  licence  to  continue 
the  entertainments  of  Sadlers'  Wells  as  heretofore,  was,  that 
'*  the  proprietors  of  the  winter  theatres  had  lately  instituted 
suits  at  law,  not  only  against  the  last  newly-erected  theatre,  but 
intended  to  commence  suits  and  prosecutions  against  all  others 
indiscriminately.*  To  his  own  personal  knowledge  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan said)  that  inference  was  wholly  unfounded ;  and  the  pro< 
prietors  of  Sadlers'  Wells  knew  it  to  be  groundless ; — there  was 
no  jntration  to  proceed  againat  them,  or  to  molest  them  in  any 
way  whatsoever.  In  another  instance  also,  the  case  of  the  pro- 
z  2  r-         I 
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prietors  of  SwUen'  Wdls  was  faOaciouEly  suted.  Iliey  told 
the  bouse  that  they  came  there  only  to  ask  that  they  might  be 
legally  empowered  to  continue  their  pnftHinaDcea  as  usual. 
That  was  Dot  the  tacti  because  what  they  asked  for  was  a 
monopoly,  as  appeared  clearly  ftvro  a  view  and  examinatian  <^ 
the  different  parts  of  their  case.  There  .was  aome  d^ree  cS  un- 
faimeM  also  in  thdr  mode  of  reasoning  against  othoa  who  stood 
in  a  similar  predicament  Speaking  for  themselves,  they  said, 
*'  that  doubts  may  arise  whether,  in  strict  cmstruction  of  law, 
their  performances  might  be,  strictly  and  minatdy,  within  the 
letter  of  their  licence;"  but  wboi  they  spoke  of  the  Ridtng- 
Bchools,  the  Circus,  and  the  new  set  of  competitors,  they  stated 
them  as  performing  in  defiance  of  known  laws,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  musical  licences  only ;  whereas  their  own  licence  coo- 
tuned  not  a  letter  of  power  more  than  the  licences  of  their  adc 
versaries  whidi  they  reprobated ;  the  only  difference  being  that 
the  one  was  granted  by  the  Surrey  justices,  and  the  other  by 
those  of  Middlesex.  From  this  it  appeared,  nay,  indeed,  they 
avowed  it,  that  their  object  was  monopoly,  and  not  licence ;  and 
the  house  could  graot  them  no  relief  according  to  their  own 
statement,  unless  they  put  down  all  similar  places,  and  shut  their 
doors  in  future  against  alt  similar  applications.  Their  claim  to 
the  preference  might  or  might  not  be  well  founded;  but  be 
could  not  but  think  that  places  of  similar  amusement  under  the 
Surrey  licences,  would  afterwards  come  with  a  pretty  strmg  case 
to  parliament  for  an  equal  indulgence  ;  and  that  it  would  be  an 
odd  reason  to  give  for  refusing  their  requests,  that  the  |ho- 
prietors  of  Sadlers'  Wells  had  the  merit  of  transgressing  the  law 
first,  and  had  therefore  received  a  protection  from  the  l^|;is- 
lature,  to  which  those  who  had  only  followed  their  example 
were  not  entitled.  This,  however,  was  a  matter  for  parliament  to 
consider.  If  they  chose  to  grant  the  preference,  and  to  establish 
the  monopoly  which  the  present  bill  aimed  at,  and  as  a  matter 
of  regulation  and  policy  to  stop  there,  the  proprietors  of  the 
winter  theatres  would  have  little  to  complain  of;  for,  he  took  it 
for  granted,  that  certain  alterations  would  be  made  in  the  bill, 
and  tbftt  no  part  of  the  new  powers  would  be  suffered  to  entrench 
in  the  least  on  the  rights  of  the  winter  patents,  either  as  to  sea- 
son or  the  species  of  performances.  Mr.  Sheridan  ctmduded 
with  observing,  that  the  winter  theatres  had  a  right  to  complain 
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a  little  of  those  wbo  had  brought  in  the  bill.  The  petition  hfid 
been  before  the  house  nearlj  two  months,  and  yet  the  bill  bad 
not  been  brought  in  till  just  at  the  last  moment,  close  upon  the 
commencement  of  the  Sadlers'  Wells  season,  in  order  Uiat  its 
near  approach  might  be  used  as  an  argumenti  and  in  order  that 
it  might  come  into  discussion  at  a  time  when  the  winter  pro- 
jH-ietors  could  not  so  well  be  heard  against  it  by  their  counsel, 
if  they  should  judge  that  measure  necessary.  He  should  on  that 
account,  notwithstanding  the  surprise  that  had  been  attempted 
on  the  bouse,  move,  "  that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  to  Friday,  the  4th  of  April." 

Mr,  Ladbrote  aiumered,  that  if  the  treond  reading  wu  put  off  tiB  Friday,  tht 
4th  nf  April,  $(,mt  ^  lli$  moat  pr<i/UiAl»  part  qf  Iht  SadUn'  Well*  *»a»<m  K<mid 
haee  ttapttd  h^art  the  bill  cmUd  he  decided  (tpon;  he  thertfort  moMd  to  tiuerf 
the  iDord*  "  T\it*day  itt*t''  in  the  Mo/ion,  bf  uay  qf  amtndmeiit. 

Tie  hoiue  divided,  agetfor  the  4th  af  April  48 ;  m»i  39. 
UUTIMY    BILL. 

7%«  ardef  of  (A«  day,  for  going  into  a  committee  upon  the  miifiiqr  bill,  looi  read. 
Upon  eomimg  to  the  elautt  reipecling  the  iraitt  if  arliUery,  the  eitrveyor  qf  the 
ordnance.  Captain  Luttreli,  moved  $everal  amendmevlt,  to  bring  the  royal  engL- 
merr*  and  the  corpi  of  artificer*  aitfun  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  renewed  his  argumenta  against  putting  the 
corps  of  artificers  under  martial  law ;  contending,  that  if  once 
the  principle  of  convenience  and  expediency  should  be  adopted 
as  a  justification  of  extending  martial  law,  instead  of  the  old  and 
true  principle  of  necessity,  there  was  no  saying  to  what  an  extent 
it  might  be  pushed.  If  it  were  proper  to  put  the  corps  of  arti- 
ficers under  martial  law,  it  might  with  equal,  and  even  greater 
propriety,  be  argued,  that  the  dockmen  should  be  put  under 
martial  law.  Mr.  Sheridan  reasoned  upon  the  effects  of  such  a 
measure ;  and  said,  that  it  might  be  proper  at  Gibraltar,  in  a 
garrison,  or  in  a  camp  i  but  that  there  could  not  exist  a  reason  , 
for  putting  a  corps  of  artificers  under  martial  law  at  home.  He 
showed,  that  it  was  neither  Ukely,  on  the  one  hand,  to  make 
them  better  workmen ;  nor,  on  tfae  other,  to  improve  them  as 
soldiers  ;  and  he  declared,  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  question  of  amendment. 

The  hoMi  divided,  aye*  (far  the  amendment)  48  ;  «om  fwith  Mr.  SheridanJ 
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Makcb  12. 

HUTINir    BILL. 
Mt,  SleeU  brought  up  tht  rtperl  of  the  eonmtlee  on  the  mutaof  biU;  aad  on 
the  reading  Ihe  davtefor  incorporating  the  newU/-raiied  eorpi  of  Militarj  vH- 
ficer., 

Mr.  Shebidan  rose,  and  declared,  he  conceived  the  object  of 
it  to  be  BO  important,  that  he  was  determined  to  oppoae  sucb 
aa  innovation  in  every  stage,  and  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house 
concerning  its  alarming  toidency.  Mr.  8heridMi  stated  his  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  the  new  principle  of  expediency  and 
economy  (the  more  dangerous  because  the  more  plaudble), 
instead  of  the  old  principle  of  defence  and  actual  necessity.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  thought,  did  not  seem  to  have 
a  right  feeling  for  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution. 
He  had  been  too  apt  to  lend  himself  to  every  project  of  his  col- 
leagues ;  and  to  think  his  office  was  merely  that  of  furnishing 
defences  of  the  measures  of  other  men,  clothed  in  fine  language. 
The  present  measure  had  been  brought  forward  upon  the  spe- 
cious pretence  of  economy— a  plan  that  ought  ever  to  be  cau- 
tion sl^admitted,  wben,  under  it,  the  greatest  evils  might  be  sus- 
tained. If  the  present  measure  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  laying  a  ground  for  the  moat  alarming  and  dangerous  con> 
sequences.  The  army  was  increasing  in  every  part  o£  the  globe, 
at  the  moment  it  should  seem  most  unnecessary ;  and,  at  the 
moment  when  it  was  stated  that  the  glory  of  Great  Britain  was 
in  its  utmost  splendour,  and  its  power  unrivalled.  In  propor- 
tion as  peace  was  declared  to  be  secure,  the  country  was  called 
on  to  increase  its  expenses. 

TTte  ho%4e  divided ;  ay«  114;  iioet67. 

HEPORT  ON  THE  BECLARATOKY  EAST  IMOIA  BILL. 
■  Upon  the  reeonmeneement  ofihU  bUl  on  Ihe )  Qtk,  Mr.  Pitt  tnoeedrnveral  dtmm  : 
— The  firtt  uhu  to  limit  the  iivnker  nf  forcei;  for  the  payment  nf  wlnek,  tk* 
eammuianen  for  the  board  qf  eontrol  aere  empoicered  to  iame  their  ordert  to 
B.046  Mm  of  hit  Majeily't  Irooptj  and  12,200  of  the  European  forcm  in  the 
compoHs'i  eervice. — Tie  teeond  teal,  to  prevent  their  inereating  the  etiabtithed 
taiary  of  every  officer  in  the  tervice  of  the  ampany,  unlaM  nch  tncmM  AoiM 
be  propoeed  by  the  directore,  and  laid  btfore  both  houiti  qf  parliament. — 7!kc 
third  mu,  to  prevent  the  commieeionert  from  ordering  the  payment  of  any  etlrmir- 
dinary  alloaance  to  any  perton  on  account  of  lervicei  performed  in  India ,-  er- 
eepl,  at  it  ticfpted  in  Ihe  preceding  claute.— The  fourth  and  lall  wai,  to  oblige 
Ihe  dirtclort  to  lay  annuaily  b^ore  parliament  an  account  qf  the  jirodua  <^  att 
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tMr  itvtimm,  Md  Iff  t/mr  dtihtnnuMii.    That  cIbmm  mm  agrrtd  to  teithoat 
Jtbale, 

On  iht  I2th  iht  ho%n  proettded  to  rreoiuidtr  the  rtporl  iff  ih»  ML     4/*" 
Monjr  mtmbtrt  had  tpoken, 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  himself  Burprised,  that  the  noble 
lord  (Mulgrare),  though  one  of  the  board  of  control,  had  not 
said  aae  word  on  the  subject  which  concerned  that  board  more 
immediately ;  but  had  confined  hiiDself  merely  to  abusing  his 
right  honourable  frieid's  (Mr.  Fox's)  bill.  The  noble  lord  had 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  earnest  appeal  of  his  right  honourable 
colleague  (Mr.  Dundae) ;  and  though  twice  called  to  by  the 
speaker,  in  the  course  of  a  former  debate,  had  chosen  to  remain 
silent  till  his  right  honourable  friend  had  been  called  upon  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  an  attack  on  his  bill,  founded  in  mis- 
representation. The  noble  lord  had  then  observed,  as  it  were  to 
himself,  "  this  is  the  fit  time  for  me  to  speak  ;  now  III  rise  and 
take  my  share  of  the  debate."  The  noble  lord  had  accordingly 
risen  ;  and  after  having  advanced  what  he  thought  proper,  by 
way  of  aggravating  and  inflaming  the  false  colouring  put  upon 
his  right  honourable  friend's  bill,  he  sat  down ;  declaring  there 
were  other  matters  of  which  he  meant  to  have  taken  notice,  but 
that  they  were  as  well  let  alone ; — meaning,  undoubtedly,  the 
conduct  of  the  board  of  control ;  the  memhere  of  which  collected 
themselves  together  in  such  a  state  of  perfect  harmony !  Mr. 
Sheridan  declared,  no  man  had  more  personal  respect  for  the 
noble  lord  than  himself,  as  the  noble  lord  well  knew ;  but  he 
could  not  help  remarking  so  singular  a  circumstance  as  that 
which  he  had  noticed.  Having,  therefore,  dtme  with  that,  he  - 
would  proceed  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  some  matters  that  had 
dropped  from  the  two  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Scott)  who  had  taken  part  in  the  debate  rela- 
tive to  the  administration  of  Ixird  North.  One  of  them  (Mr. 
Scott),  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  latest  in 
the  debate,  after  an  explanatory  word  or  two  had  said,  "  but 
that  administration  is  no  more,  and  de  mortuU  nit  nisi  bonum.'" 
The  other  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  forgotten  the 
proverb ;  and  so  far  from  speaking  nothing  but  good  of  the 
dead,  had  profusely  poured  forth  his.  gratitude  to  his  right 
honourable  friend  for  having  been  the  persevering  and  success- 
ful instrument  of  extirpating  that  administration.     The  bouse 
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would  please  to  obsonre,  the  word  extirpate,  which  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  had  chosen  to  use  bo  emphatically, 
was  a  word,  that,  in  two  languages,  bore  two  interpretatioDS, 
very  opposite  to  each  other  in  their  import.  They  had  lately 
been  told,  the  house  would  recollect,  in  Persian,  to  extirpate, 
signified  "  to  change  from  one  situation  to  a  better."  Whethn' 
that  was  the  sense  in  which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man meant  to  use  it,  he  knew  not  i  but  certainly,  though  several 
persons,  formerly  connected  with  Lord  North,  and  in  office 
under  him,  had  possessed  situations  of  high  rank,  great  power, 
great  patronage,  and  great  emolument,  they  were  now  changed 
into  better  situations,  and  were  in  places  of  higher  rank,  greater 
power,  larger  and  more  extensire  patronage,  and  infinitely 
greater  emolument.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  de  mor- 
tuis  did  not  apply ;  all  the  members  of  Ix>rd  North's  adminis- 
tration not  bang  dead,  but  many  of  them,  as  the  house  saw,  alive 
and  merry  at  that  moment.  Mr.  Sheridan  next  proceeded  to 
remark,  ^at  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  thought 
propertocall  Lord  North's  a  weak,  a  servile,,  and  a  corrupt  ad< 
miniBtfation ;  a  charge  which  an  honourable  and  learned  friend 
of  his  had  repelled  with  equal  eloquence  and  ability.  Whatever 
there  had  been  of  servility  and  corruptness  in  Lord  North's  ad- 
ministration, the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  ova:  the 
way,  might  best  learn  by  inquiring  of  those  about  him.  Evident 
it  must  be,  no  part  of  those  base  passitms  was  imputable  to  such 
friends  of  Lord  North,  as  sat  on  the  side  of  the  house  on  which 
he  stood.  They  had  been  put  to  the  severest  test ;  and,  to  their 
eternal  honour,  they  bad  evinced  their  steadiness  and  truth  in 
the  hour  of  the  severest  trial  I  When  the  ends  of  servility  and 
corruption  were  impossible  to  be  answered,  they  hod  most  mani- 
fested their  affection  to  Lord  North's  person  ;  and  their  consci- 
ousness  that,  whatever  there  might  be  of  servility  and  corruption 
among  his  adherents,  he  was  himself  a  stranger  to  the  existence 
of  either ;  and  instead  of  meanly  deserting  his  party,  when  be 
was  unfortunately  least  capable  of  appearing  as  its  leader,  their 
attachment,  so  far  from  diminishing,  strengthened  with  his  in- 
firmities and  grew  with  his  decay.  Had  it  been  possible  (but 
he  knew  he  was  putting  an  impossible  case)  for  those  friends  of 
Lord  North  to  have  remained  silent  when  he  was  attacked  so 
illiberally  and  unfairly  ax  he  had  been  that  day,  not  woly  wbrnt 
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he  waa  absent,  but  when  the  very  cause  of  that  absence  would 
have  operated  oa  the  miud  of  every  man  who  made  the  slightest 
pretensioDB  to  either  taste  or  feeling,  to  have  made  him  abstain 
from  any  thing  which  wore  the  appearance  even,  of  severity  of 
animadversion  on  the  conduct  of  a  minister,  who,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered,  had  never  denied  his  responsibiiity  nor  desired  to 
shun  inquiry.  Those  who  thought  proper  to  act  so  unwarrant- 
ably might  rest  assured,  that  there  were  enough  of  those  whom 
the  noble  lord  had  connected  himself  with,  who  would  stand  up 
in  his  defence  and  shield  his  character  from  those  unjust  asper- 
sions which  were  so  extremely  illiberal.  Mr,  Sheridan  replied 
to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Hardinge,  upon  his  having  termed  the 
clamour  occasioned  by  the  gross  misrepresentations  of  bis  right 
honourable  friend's  bill,  which  had  gone  forth,  a  senseless  yell ; 
and,  in  answer  to  the  insinuaticHi  that  he  had  anywhere  de- 
clared, that  he  had  advised  his  right  honourable  friend  against 
the  measure,  he  begged  leave  to  deny  having  ever  given  such 
advice.  He  had  differed  with  his  right  honourable  friend  as  to 
the  mode  of  doing  it ;  but  as  to  the  measure  itself,  he  had  ever 
considered  it  as  wise  and  manly ;  such  as  the  nature  of  the  case, 
and  the  necessity  of  it  absolutely  required ;  having  been  uni- 
formly of  opinion,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  would  have 
acted  inconsistently  and  idly,  had  he  not  gone  the  full  length  of 
the  evils  to  be  remedied.  He  declared,  that' the  bill  then  before 
the  house  bad  sufficiently  established  the  propriety  of  his  right 
honourable  friend's  bill,  and  proved  the  folly  of  the  clamour 
that  had  been  set  up  against  it.  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that 
an  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Scott)  had  quoted  some 
'  books,  which  he  himself  had  stated  to  be  bad  authorities,  to 
prove  that  his  honourable  friend  bad  said  in  1783,  what  he  had 
never  uttered.  Such  books  certainly  were  not  to  be  relied  on 
with  any  great  degree  of  confidence ;  but  there  was  to  be  found 
in  those  very  books  a  report  of  part  of  a  speech  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman,  in  support  of  the  veracity  of  which 
his  recollection  tiore  testimony,  as  he  could  declare,  upon  his 
honour,  he  well  remembered  it  to  have  happened  as  it  was 
there  stated  ;  viz.  that  when  the  idea  of  its  being  the  design  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  dissolve  the  parliament  had 
been  in  discussion  in  that  house,  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  stood  up  and  assured  the  house,  that  the  right 
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honourable  gentleman  had  no  such  uncoDstitutiaiul  parpose  (as 
he  had  termed  it)  in  vieir ;  pledging  himself  to  be  the  6rBt  man 
to  come  forward  and  move  an  impeachment,  if  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  pbould  take  a  step  of  such  a  nature.  The  step, 
they  oil  knew,  had  been  taken  ;  and  it  was  equally  well  known, 
that  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  not  moved  the 
impeacbmenL  He  well  remembered  the  arguments  urged  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  with  so  much  eloquence,  by  the  boaourableand 
learned  gentleman  who  had  that  day  attacked  the  bill  <J  his 
right  honourable  friend.  He  well  remembered,  also,  a  quotation 
which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  applied  in  the 
course  of  his  argument,  and  which,  at  the  time,  had  made  a  great 
impression  on  the  house.  Had  not  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  been  in  parliament,  and  had  he  been  employed  on 
this  occasion  as  counsel  for  the  ICaat  India  Company,  he  would 
doubtless  have  used  the  same  argument  and  the  same  quotatioa, 
as  the  latter,  with  peculiar  force,  applied  to  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  bill  then  upon  the 
table.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  the  quotation,  and  then  added, 
that  as  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlemui,  and  many  others 
on  the  same  side  of  the  house  had  spoken  in  terms  of  great  re- 
probation and  severity  of  bis  right  honourable  friend's  lull,  he 
had  a  right  to  contend,  that  they  well  knew  it  did  not  deserve 
what  they  had  said  of  it ;  or  that  if  they  thought  it  did  deserve 
what  they  said  of  it,  they  had,  by  their  actions  and  their  conduct, 
contradicted  their  sentiments.  Mr.  Sheridan  explained  this  by 
asking,  if  the  majority  of  that  house  really  thought  his  ri^t 
honourable  friend,  himself,  and  all  their  friends,  men  of  such 
principles  as  they  ascribed  to  the  authors  and  supporterg  of  Mr. 
Fox's  East-India  bill,  it  was  likely  that  they  would  since  have 
rused  them  to  a  rank  of  such  exaltation  and  honour,  of  such 
high  trust  and  confidence,  as  to  have  entrusted  them  with  tbe 
conduct  and  mona^ment  of  a  cause,  in  which  the  glory  and 
£ame  of  the  nation,  the  honour  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  lustre  of 
his  crown,  the  dignity  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  the 
justice  of  the  legislature,  were  deeply  interested  and  involved? 
Would  the  house  have  honoured  them  with  so  extraordinary,  lo 
delicate,  and  so  distinguished  a  mark  of  their  confidence,  if  they 
had  been  enemies  to  the  constitution— violators  of  the  law — and 
persons  who  treated  the  private  rights  of  individuals  with  levity 
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and  indifference  ?  The  reverse  must  be  the  fiwt;  and  to  assert 
otherwise  would  be  to  libel  the  hooae  of  commoDa  and  vilify  it 
in  the  grossest  manner.  In  that  trust,  his  right  hooonrable 
friend,  and  all  who  shared  the  trust  with  then,  possessed  the 
highest  power  and  the  most  dignified  patronage ;  they  bad  the 
power  of  retrieving  the  national  character,  and  establi^ng,  be- 
yond all  question,  its  title  to  be  considered  as  the  impartial  dis- 
penser of  justice ;  they  held  the  patronage  of  protecting  the 
innocent,— of  punishing  the  guilty!  An  office  of  the  highest 
honour  had  thus  beoi  bestowed  on  his  right  honourable  friend — 
an  office  of  a  far  difierent  nature,  and  more  congenial  to  his 
feelings,  than  that  which  had  been  bestowed  on  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  to  him.  To  use  influenoe  and  prostitute 
power  was  as  suitable  to  the  tonper  of  the  one,  as  to  do  justice 
and  avenge  the  injured,  was  congenial  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
other.  Long,  therefore,  might  his  right  honounUile  friend  con- 
tinue so  employed,  a  stranger  to  courts  and  all  tb^r  vicioas  de- 
lusious. 

TV  AoMB  afleneardi  Hmdedtrntht motitii, "  That  lUtbUlbttngr«utd,''m/rt 
810;  Most  133. 


MABca  13. 

IIUTIMY    SILL. 

7b  order  qf  the  dag  bntigmoted/or  the  third  rtadmg  if  Ihu  biU,  Mr,  Hutttif 
olfjeeled  tU  that  part  qf  the  claiut  which  retptcted  tht  nnc  corpf  of  miUtary  arti- 
fietrt.  Mr.  Pitt  rtmnded  the  hotae  that  the  ga«itiini  no»  brfore  than  tnat, 
whether  Ike  bili  jAovM  be  read  a  third  tine ;  when  that  teat  done,  then  would  be 
Ike  proper  momh  for  Ihe  honoaroMe  member  to  eomeforieard  with  ray  molion  he 
might  hoM  to  propotr  relative  to  the  earpt  of  militarg  arl\fleen. 

Mb.  Sheridan  considered  the  dsuse  as  involving  a  very  im- 
portant constitutional  question,  and  therefore  he  wished  it  to  be 
postponed  until  the  morrow,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  it  with  that  attentive  deliberation  which 
it  really  merited.  The  question  put  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  HuBsey)  whether  the  artificers  had  yet  been  enlisted 
and  attested  as  soldiers,  had  not  been  answered.  And,  as  he 
conceived  that  it  was  very  material  to  the  discussion  of  the  clause 
in  dispute,  he  trusted  that  some  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  house  would  condescend  to  reply  to  it. 

7^  fueiMon  htming  been  put  aad  carried,  thai  Ihe  biU  be  read  a  third  time, 
the  ipeater  informed  Ihe  hmue  lAoi  it  wom  now  the  time  to  move  mtf  a 
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oalfiebiO.     Mr.  Hvttf  the*  movtd,  "  That  tht  drnw/M-  nOjeetimg  tht  arff- 
Jtetr*  to  mililoiy  ditdpliat,  be  left  out" 

Mr,  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  could  not  avtud  reprobating 
the  very  dangerous  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  (Sir  Charles  Gould").  If  it  be  true  (con- 
tinued he)  that  the  king  can  raise  any  number  of  troops  with- 
out the  consent  of  parliament ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing*  not 
voted  hy  parliament,  he  is  then  independent  of  parliament  as 
long  as  he  has  money  to  pay  those  troops.  Mr.  Sheridan  denied 
that  any  such  power  could  be  executed  by  the  king  on  constitu- 
tional principles.  He  maintained  that  eveiy  man  who  exceeded 
the  number  limited  by  the  mutiny  bill,  did  not  come  under  the 
mutiny  act ;  nor,  amsequently,  under  military  law.  He  took 
notice  of  (what  he  described  as)  the  singular  manner  in  which 
the  warrant  directed  the  men  to  be  attested,  that  if  they  were  not 
found  to  be  good  carpenters,  masons,  bricklayers,  collar-makers, 
miners,  &c.  of  which  the  noble  duke  (Richmond)  was  to  be  the 
sole  judge,  they  might  be  reduced  at  his  pleasure  from  ninepence 
to  sixpence  per  day.  It  was  stated  also,  in  the  warrant,  that  those 
men  were  to  be  employed  on  the  fortifications.  Conridering  the 
noble  duke's  passion  for  military  projects,  the  house  ought  to  be 
watchful  of  every  opportunity  which  he  might  embrace  of  grati- 
fying his  favourite  pursuit ;  and  he  would  no  doubt  employ 
these  six  hundred  men,  as  he  did  the  convicts,  on  a  principle  of 
economy. 

Mr.  Hunei/'t  amaubmt»t  ww  negatived  mithoai  a  divuion. 


Mabch  14. 
nECLABATORY   EAST    INDIA    BILL. 
Mr.  Pill  noved  tht  order  nf  the  dag  for  Ihe  third  rtaJing  <tf  (lUi  haU,  tad  Iht 
queltUiti  having  bcM  put,  "  That  Ihe  bill  be  nou  read  a  third  time,''  a  long  di». 
cuwion  enxued ;  Ihe  qvtition  being  eaUedfor,  the  home  divided,  ayt*  (Jar  read- 
ing Ihe  bill  a  third  limtj  127  ;  noet  73. 

Mr.  Sheeidan  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the  house  a  clause, 
by  way  of  rider,  which  he  proposed  to  bring  up  and  tmoex  to 
the  bill.  The  object  of  the  clause  was  to  limit  the  duration  of 
the  hoard  of  control,  and  confine  it  to  the  period  of  the  charter's 

*  Sir  ChorlM,  prenoiu  to  the  qaution  on  the  third  reading  of  th«  bill  being 
pat,  uaert«d  the  right  of  hi*  Mt^eaty  to  levy  tioopi  on  the  faith  of  Hieir  betog 
afterwaidi  MDctioned  by  parliament. 
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existoice.  Mr.  Sberidan  justified  his  moving  a  clause  by  way  of 
rider,  by  the  frequent  example  of  the  other  side  of  the  house ; 
and  said,  that  it  was  extremely  necessary  that  the  company,  when 
their  charter  expired  and  deprived  them  of  their  exclusive  mono- 
poly of  trade,  should  not  any  Imger  be  liable  to  the  superin- 
tendance  of  the  board  of  control.  He  read  the  clause  to  the 
house,  and  moved  for  leave  to  bring  it  up. 

.  7^  jwwfiM  kacing  been  puljnm  the  chair,  Mr.  Pill  dectartd  Ihai  he  felt 
Uwut\f  midtr  the  itettttily  qfrttitling  thtmolum ;  becaiae,  in  thefintplaet,  it 
tear  nhoUf  uMneeetaary,  at  the  board  nf  eonirol  tdtaehed  aoleljr  m  Ih*  civil  and 
milUary  gmentmni  iff  India,  and  not  upon  the  commerce  qf  the  eompang.  Be- 
mdei,  vhenevrr  the  cAorttr  qf  the  eompaaui  expired,  if  it  Mhonid  not  be  deemed 
proper  or  luiruaile  to  renem  U  fw  a  freeh  tenn  of  yeari,  Ike  Iktn  nooel 
tilnation  nf  the  eenqMMf  would  neeeimaiif  prove  ■a  eireamitanee  to  bt  ditemttd 
M  that  hont,  and  a  eircnmetanee  for  parliament  to  act  upon.  It  tMU,  there- 
fore, highig  improper  to  oMtidpatt  am/  ona  of  the  qneetiont  then  to  be  brought 
into  agitation,  Beiidee,  aefar  ae  he  ctmU  cotteel  Ike  «>ordii^  qf  the  elame,  at 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  read  it,  watmlhttanding  hit  r^fleetiont  on  the  in~ 
aecnracf  qf  bilk  and  eiaatee  propoted  bg  him,  and  thoie  on  hi*  tide  iff  tht  houee, 
it  appeared  to  be  imperfedif  draunt,  (Mr.  Sheridan  etpreteing  tome  turpritt 
at  tkit)  tht  ehaitetOor  ^  Iht  txehtqntr  atied,  if  the  ntcettarj  negative  word*' 
"and  no  longer,"  vere  inttrled  m  it.  l^ion  Ike  whale,  he  eontidertd  the  elaute 
at  utelett,  and  rather  adapted  to  eonveg  an  intimtation  on  the  whole  UU,  tha» 
to  antwer  ang  fit  or  necettary  purpote. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  it  was,  undoubtedly,  peculiarly 
becoming  the  other  side  of  the  house  to  stand  upon  verbal  pre- 
<UEion,  when  they  themselves  were  so  remarkably  inattentive  to 
that  particular.  The  words  *'  and  no  longer ""  were,  it  was  tru^ 
omitted  in  the  clause,  as  he  supposed,  through  the  mere  error  of 
the  engrossing  clerk  ; — the  error  was  easily  set  right.  But,  from 
the  whole  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  speech,  it  was  clear 
that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  every  part  and  principle  of  his 
own  bill :— ^n  ignorance  which  he  had  manifested  all  through 
the  proceeding.  The  board  of  control  had  already  extended 
their  interference  to  the  commercial  concerns  of  the  company. 
In  illustration  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  with  which,  through  a 
false  and  forced  construction  of  a  treaty,  the  board  of  control 
bad  interfered,  and  unjustly  arranged  them.  Another  illegal  in- 
terference was  in  the  i^air  of  the  claim  made  upon  the  company 
by  government  on  account  of  the  two  lacks  per  r^ment.  The 
court  of  directors  had  desired  time  to  inquire  whether  they  stood 
indebted  to  government  <x  not.  They  had  laid  the  case  bdbre  tbeir 
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counsel,  aod  hig  answer  had  been,. that  the  demand  was  illegal. 
They  then  said,  that  thej  would  write  to  their  stfvanta  in  lodia* 
and  get  an  exact  account  of  the  subject  matter  of  that  claim.  They 
prepared  the  dispatches  accordinglj,  and  sent  them,  to  the  board  of 
control.  The  right  hooourable  gentleman  then  wmt,  in  his  capacity 
of  first  in  the  commisuon,  and  there  altered  the  company's  dis- 
patches; making  the  directors  mistake  their  own  accounts,  and 
put  them  into  such  a  Ibnn  aa  must  defeat  the  object  of  their  in- 
quiry in  India. 

j^fierfitrther  eom>er»aliimtlK  qaationKiaipmtonthemotiam,  "  ITiet Ikt ckuue 
be  brought  ap,"  and  it  pattfd  tn  the  atgalive. 

Tht  tptdktr  next  put  the  qtuitiim  "  That  the  biU  do  nmepata." 

Mr.  Fox  MB  adeerted  to  the  qatifunu  that  Aod,  ■in  the  coarw  of  the  debate*, 
been  10  nftenttatid  relative  to  the  iiUetferemct  of  the  board  ttfeattniim  lit  com- 
mercial ctnuemj  {/f  the  cantpimg,  aad  which  he  laid,  had  aemr  reetised  amf  otker 
repbf,  than  iMc4  m  him  oh  tw«U  and  a  moderf  to  common  eaue.  If  the  right 
hon«iar^U  ffenlleman  did  not  ehaoee  to  giet  anf  inteUigiiik  <in»»>er,lh«honi«w»Ud 
form  He  men  coneluti(m  on  hie  tilrncr. 

Mr.  D*»dae  admitted  that  the  board  of  control  had  no  legal  a^horily  «rA«f. 
ener  to  interfere  m  ang  immmct  in  tht  commrrcial  coneenu  tff  the  ixmpaeg ;  amd 
he  teat  eqnalig  readg  to  admit  that  the  comrt  of  directore  had  no  legal  anthorUg 
tehaieeer  to  tend  out  diipatchee  to  India  thro^h  the  medimn  of  their  eteret  eom- 
miftee.  Having  made  both  them  admitiione,  he  aeknowkdgtd  that  the  court  iff 
director*,  toiehitig  to  take  the  cotton  trade  on  the  eoaet  qf  Bon^ag  into  the  com. 
pang'i  own  handt,  tn  order  to  mpph/  their  China  trade  from  Bengal;  axd  know- 
ing that  the  tucctu  <(f  their  deeign  depended  on  tecrecg,  and  that  ifthtgtent  their 
diipatche*  from  the  eteret  eonmittet,  taking  upon  ihenutlvei,  at  the  eame  time, 
the  reepontibilitg  cf  the  nuaiure,  which  they  were  aware  wot  iUegal.  Vtider  the*e' 
cirenmttaneei,  the  diepaich  eame  to  the  board  <tf  eoiUrol,  tigned  bg  the  chairman 
and  Mr.Manehip.a  gentleman  eerlainhf  not  ettretneig  flrimSg  to  the  board;  and 
the  board  became,  \f  the  honee  choee  eo  to  phrate  it,  blind  intlnaieni*  m  the  hand* 
tjf  the  court  nf  directore.  and  eubeeribed  their  tignaturei  to  the  diepatch.  Thit 
aa*  the  whole  of  that  trantaction.  The  board  of  control  nathrr  tuggetted  the 
meanire,  nor  took  any  other  part  in  the  affair  than  he  had  itaied. 

Mr.  Fox  atuwtred,  that  from  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  italed, 
the  board  Iff  control,  it  woe  evident,  had  acted  illegaUg ;  becanM,iflheghadnat 
lent  their  authoritg  in  the  cam  in  quettion,  the  ditpatche*  eouid  not  htne  beenatmt 
to  India  through  the  ui^awfnl  meditan  qf  the  eecret  committee.  Mr.  Fba  look 
occonon,  in  the  courie  <^  hie  speech,  to  obterve,  that  the  omittion  qf  the  worda 
"  and  no  longer,"  reaUg  proved,  upon  inquiry,  lohaiie  been  a  mere  clerical  error, 
at  the  word*  were  in  hie  honottrable  JHemTi  tiunuaeript,  which  he  uoi  readg  to 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
posite him  had  given  a  true  account  of  the  trauBaction.  The 
board  of  control  had  done  more  than  the  right  honourable  gen~ 
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lleman  had  described.  They  had  not  acted  as  blind  inBtrumants, 
but  as  beingB  perfectly  possessed  of  sight.  They  had  altered  the 
dispatch,  by  omitting  a  sentence  (which  Mr.  Sheridan  read.) 
Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that,  as  all  hope  of  defeating  the  bill  was 
then  over,  he  would  not  trouble  the  house  any  more  than  merely 
to  take  five  minutes  of  their  time  in  reading  a  statement  of  the 
different  characters  of  the  two  India  bills ;  a  matter  the  more 
necessary,  since,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  debars,  the  bill  of 
his  right  honourable  friend  appeared  to  have  been  much  nusuo' 
derstood.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  proceeded  to  read  the  paper  at 
length.   When  he  was  about  half  through,  he  was  interrupted  by 

Sir  Robtri  Smglh,  leho  d^rtd  lo  knate  the  aathorityof  ihepaprr ;  andiehelher 
it  wot  an  extrael  from  o  pamphlel,  or  a  more  atithenlic  doeumait.  If  it  were  tita 
latter,  it  might  bt  laid  on  the  labie  aud  printed  for  tKe  lue  of  the  mtmben. 

The  rpeaker  dtelared  that  the  honourable  genlkmm  wot  perfectly  in  order  to 
read  the  paper  at  part  of  hit  ipeeeh. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  bad  before  stated,  that  the  paper  was  a 
description  and  comparison  of  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill  and  Mr. 
Pitt's  India  bill,  drawn  up  carefully  by  himself;  and  extremely 
necessary  for  gentlemen  to  attend  to,  as  it  would  give  a  per&ct 
comprehension  of  each. 

jifltr  Mr.  Sheridan  had  gone  through  th«p»ptr,thtqi»«rtionwa*p*t,"''Iltat 
the  hm  do  pau,"  Khich  wat  earried  taithonl  a  divitien. 


April  18, 
CONDUCT  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY  RELATIVE  TO  THE  FKOHOTION 
OF  ADHISALS. 
By  ofl  order  qf  eoimdl,  dated  in  tht  gear  1713,  and  addreuedio  the  lordicom- 
wuMtionerw  <ff  the  board  of  admiraity,  Ihey  are  Eroded  lo  proceed  in  the  promo- 
lion  nf  cfffioert  to  the  rank  qf  admiralt  in  the  navy,  according  lo  the  seniority  of 
taeh  qfflcere  upon  the  lial  of  captaim,  regard  on^  had  lo  their  being  duly  gtial\fied 
for  the  rank  to  which  Ihey  ihall  be  promoted.  By  a  tnlaeqiient  order  of  1747, 
the  lorda  <^  the  admiralty  ore  anihorieed  to  enperannnate  tnch  mptaint  of  long 
and  meritorious  terviee  at  ehall  be  ditabledfrom  trrving  at  admiralt,  by  age  or 
iiffinnily,  itnder  the  title  iff  admiraU  upon  the  luperannvattd  li»t;  or,  a»  it  i» 
commonly  eaUed,  the  litt  ofyelloie  admiralt.  In  a  promotion  made  by  the  board 
ufadmiraUy,  an  the  Iblh  of  September,  1787,  ttt  wUcA  tixteen  eaptaint  mere 
promoted  to  the  flag,  upteard*  of  forty  ettptaint  had  been  patted  otier,  the  greater 
pari  ^f  which  had  the  offer  made  ihem,  of  bnng  pal  upon  the  tnperanmuaed  litt, 
but  eonceiving  themteleet  entitled  from  their  pait,  and  their  eopadly  for /mturt 
terriee,  to  the  rank  nf  acting  admiralt,  they  refuted  the  retreat  that  wat  offered 
them  ;  and  had  endeavoured,  bid  without  tueetet,  to  obtain  their  re-eetablitkmewt 
from  the  board  ttfadrnxraUy.  Thii  partial  proTnotion  had  oeoattoned  a  greiU  and 
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gtntraldugtut;  and«ip«eUJIfamoi^tlte<^U«nnfthewtaf,vlunpenalarmad 
fojhtd  that  Iht  Ktptetatun*  <^rr¥>ardfor  the  loagetl  and  mott  mtrUorioat  ter- 
wce»  wtre  ta  be  ieptiukat  apon  the  caprice  ^f  llufint  hrdqf  Ihe  admiraUy  ;  «uid 
it  not,  thereon,  Ihoaghl  aproptr  su^ect  for  parliameiilary  aninadvmion.  jle- 
ttrdingly,  on  lie  ISM  (ff  April,  Mr.  BoMtard  moved  la  the  Aohm  of  eowanom; 
''  T%at  the  hmite  do  rcaolee  Haeff  into  a  eommitlee  of  the  vkok  hmue,  to  iaqmire 
into  the  eowbcf  qf  the  board  of  admiraitji,  totuJmg  the  fate  promatiim  to  fke 
f«g''  Am  thU  motion  totnt  to  a  dirtet  charge  itf  mini*leritil,mteomdmct  agatmmt 
thejint  lord  of  the  oAUralti/,  and  tetu  free  front  the  objection  of  interfering  u>- 
properly  oa  thefinclion*  of  the  executive  gownantnt,  it  wai  ntcaiary  to  meet  it 
upon  the  dittinel  merileoflhe  catt.  In  npport  of  thepretunptionqfmiecondnet, 
Mr.BoMtarditatedtht  eaiei  of  Caplttini  Balfonr,  Thompion,  Uvedale,  Sherle]/, 
Bray,  and  Lofitrty,  a*d  leveral  othrn  were  tunHoned  in  the  eonrie  qf  Ihe  dtbate. 
With  the  viem  rif  obviating  Ihe  n^fanonnAle  eonrbuion  then  eaett  leemed  itronglg 
to  mpport,  il  wu  argntd  bg  the  chancellor  nf  the  exchegner,  in  drfence  of  tke 
admiTaltg,  that  iMM  q^  Ihe  eirciimtttmeei  alUged  amounted  to  more  than  a  nega- 
tive proof  that  Ihe  officer*  in  qneiiion  were  not  diiqnalified  for  the  rank  fir  Kltiek 
thfg  contended;  but  thai  uhere  a  telection  mat  to  be  mtdt  fand  thai  a  miectiom 
we*  expedient  aonld  appear,  nol  oatgfrom  the  uniform  practice  of  the  naa/,  bnt 
from  the  great  txpente  and  nindrjF  I'l 

fivm  an  overloaded  Uat  nfjlag  iffficertj,  it  teaa  neoeieory  that  a  di 
Iff  making  that  telection  ihould  he  lodged  in  the  eonmieeioneri  ttf  the  hoard  iff 
admirallg.  He  admitted  that  theg  inert  rapontible  to  parliament  inthtnteof 
that  diteretion  ;  and  that  lehenever  a  eate  mu  made  out,  ttrong  enough  to  learant 
•  lutpieion  ofimek  abutet  at  deterved  cmture  or  ptmUhmtnt,  it  wat  the  inditpen- 
foUedafy  of  Ihe  houte  of  common*  to  proceed  to  inguirf.  But  he  denied  Ihattnek 
a  COM  had  been  made  out.  It  had  not  beni  alleged  that  there  wot  ttmg  officer  nf 
incompetent  merit  amongtt  thote  who  were  promoted,  on  whom  a  ehargt  ^  p«r- 
Hoiitg  or  carruptian  cotdd  befonnded.  II  had  nol  been  anerled  that  the  prat  lard 
wot  actuated  by  either  tKaliee,  or  mqi  tinialer  motive,  toward*  Ihote  who  had  bren 
patted  over,  upon  which  he  eaiM  be  charged  with  injuttice  or  oppre**ion.  7h 
point  to  be  decided  bg  the  hoil»e  wat,  whether  they  couid  infer  from  Ihe  etalememi 
iheg  had  heard,  that  the  judgment  qf  thefini  lord  upon  profetiional  merit  wat  mot 
to  be  trutled ;  but  ought  to  be  eorreeted  bg  their*.  Such  a  eaie  might  undoubted 
occur :  but  he  warned  tie  houte  i/  Ihe  mitehi^i  that  would  intvUMg  ari*efrom 
opening  their  door*,  without  the  tnoet  pelpabk  and  urgent  neoeitilg,  to  tht  di*- 
eu**ion  nfpn^atiaful  quaiificaiiout  and  the  accomplithmtnt  ^military  promo- 
Mr.  Dundat  contended  againtt  the  motion,  at  il  would,  if  carried,  prodncethett 
two  bad  eontequtneei ; — FIril,  that  all  future  promotion*  mutt  bebg  rotation  amd 
teniority ;  and  nest,  that  nofiril  lord  qf  Ihe  admirallg  would,  infiilure,  luljfeel 
himeeff  to  tueh  aw  inquiry  at  thai  now  propoted  ;  which,  of  nece**itf,  would  matt 
Aim  pr^er  a  promotion  bg  leniorily  to  reipontibilUy,  and  the  eertaintg  of  di*-. 
obliging.  Mr.  Dundat  juttified  Lord  Howe't  conduct,  bg  lagi^,  that  no  perwan 
had  imputed  a  corrupt  or  einieter  motive  to  Ihe  nobh  vtieount ;  and  it  wa*  naliaral 
for  him,  who  wat  re*pon*&le  for  the  offieen  he  employed,  tomakelho*e  captain* 
admirak,  inwho*ehandi  ht  could  truti  hit  character  with  th 
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Hs.  Shebidak  said,  be  should  have  declined  rising,  had  he 
Dot  heard  from  the  argumeat  <^  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  opposite  to  him,  that  no  one  captidn  had  been  pro- 
moted but  such  as  the  noble  viscount  could  have  a  confidence 
in.  That  was  (Mr.  Sheridan  said)  the  oa\y  consistent  reason 
which  had  been  given  for  the  promotion.  Mr.  Sheridan  went 
into  a  statement  of  the  number  of  admirals  on  the  list;  and,  after 
having  mentioned  the  various  different  descriptions,  declared, 
that  when  the  promotion  took  place,  there  were  twenty-four  ad- 
mirals, at  least,  as  able  in  body  and  spirit  as  those  last  made. 
To  what,  then,  was  the  last  promotion  to  be  ascribed  P  Was  it 
done  in  a  time  of  war.^  No,  it  was  not ;  but  on  the  mere  ru- 
mour of  a  war.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  asked, 
'*  Would  that  house  pretend  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  for 
admirals  ?"  Thu$  the  right  honourable  gentleman  always  led 
them  from  the  question.  They  would  not  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  qualifications  for  admimls;  but  one  thing  they  surely  judged 
of,  and  that  was,  whether  the  admiralty  acted,  in  their  promo- 
tions to  the  flag,  consistently  with  their  own  rules.  The  fact  was, 
they  had  not  done  this.  In  the  case  of  Captain  Laforey,  the 
right  honourable  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  said,  that  the 
first  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  office's, 
taking  a  civil  employment  during  hostilities,  abandoned  their  pre- 
tensions to  military  preferment.  He  admitted  it  was  a  good  rule. 
Another  rule  was,  that  no  person  of  bodily  infirmity  was  entitled 
to  promotion ;— that  was  a  good  rule  likewise.  Again,  any  officer, 
who  had  not  been  at' sea  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  war,  was 
not  to  be  promoted  to  a  flag;  and  this  was  a  third  good  rule.  But 
thdr  rules  and  their  conduct  did  not  agree.  Captain  Laforey 
was  set  a»de,  and  Sir  Charles  Middleton  promoted,  though  both 
holding  civil  employments,  taken  by  eaxAiJlagrante  bello.  Sir 
John  Lindsay-^for  it  was  necessary  to  speak  out — though  a  most 
respectable  officer,  laboured  under  such  bodily  infirmity,  that  it 
was  not  likely  he  should  go  to  sea  again ;  whilst  Captain  Robin- 
son, one  of  Lord  Rodney's  captains,  who  lost  a  leg  in  the  action 
of  the  12th  of  April,  was  suffered  to  limp  away  from  the  admi- 
ralty without  employ,  though  otherwise  hearty,  and  as  fit  for  ser- 
vice as  ever.  As  there  were  twenty-four  admirals  on  the  old  list 
fit  for  service,  and  no  service  very  likely  to  be  wanted  soon,  the 
late  promotion  could  not  be  justified  on  the  principle  of  atate- 
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necessty ;  and  the  moment  this  principle  weis  abandoned,  in  came 
the  principle  of  honorary  rewards  and  emoluments ;  under  whidi 
construction  the  late  promotion  fully  merited  the  charge  of  bong 
partial,  capricious,  and  oppressive.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  liked 
the  minister's  argument  of  responsibility;  but  he  feared  it  would 
not  much  hurt  them,  as  he  observed  it  always  came  from  them> 
selves.  Their  responsibility  was,  to  coafem  that  they  were  re- 
sponsible, but  to  stop  all  inquiry,  and  prevent  the  bouse  fmn 
deriving  any  benefit  from  their  responsibility.  He  differed  s  lit- 
tle from  his  right  honourable  friend,  as  to  that  house  only  having 
a  power  to  interfere  with  the  executive  department,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  censure  or  punishment.  He  agreed  with  Lord  Kaimsi 
who  had  well  observed,  that  there  was  nothing  like  abuse,  or 
even  suspicion  of  abuse,  in  the  executive  departments  of  govmi- 
ment,  of  which  that  house  could  not  take  cognizance.  That 
house  had  a  right  to  interfere,  whenever  it  thought  necessary ; 
and  to  go  to  the  crown  with  wholesome  admonition.  The  pro- 
motion, if  not  inquired  into,  would  break  the  heart  of  the  navy, 
and  perhaps  ruin  the  service. 

7^  qatiHonbeau/ put,  the  iotue  dimded;  ayes  134  j  mm*  154.* 


May  5. 

WAYS  aSd  means. 


TV  order  q/*  fhedvgfor  going  into  a  eenmiltee  to  eontidtr  <if  Iha  m^  wti 
memu,  being  rtad,  the  hotut  tenti  into  a  txmmUlee,  and  variottt  paptri  inert  re- 
fifred  to  the  tame.  Mr.  Pitt  opnted  iht  fnaineu,  and  in  a  Umg  apeech  argmd, 
"  thai  m  had  thefaimt  ground  /or  eot^dtnee:  that  tee  should  not  only  ayof 
ample  fuadt  for  the  liquidation  of  every  expeoK,  but  aUo  for  carrying  am  the 
great  pnrpoit  of  the  late  arrangriaenl~t/ie  eilitieiUmqf  tie  eapitat  <tf  amr  deit," 

Mn.  SHEaiDAN  remarked,  that  however  invidious  it  might 
seem  to  start  objections  to  so  flattering  a  statement  of  the  revenue 
and  increasing  resources  of  the  country  as  had  been  just  given 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  necessary  to  dispel 

■  The  very  inconsiderable  majority  by  which  the  miniater  defeated  the  in- 
qairy,  encouraged  Mr.  Battaid  to  make  another  attempt.  On  the  39th  <rf 
Apri[  he  moTed,  "  That  it  is  highly  injarioDi  to  the  aervice,  and  unjuBt,  to  tet 
aside  from  promotion  to  flaga,  meritorious  officers  of  approved  service,  who 
•re  not  precladed  by  the  ordera  of  hia  M^eaty  in  conncil."  After  a  debate  of 
seTenl  hoars,  die  house  divided  on  the  previous  motion ;  noea  3!0j  ayes  109. 


C.oo^lc 


1788.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.,  B.    SHERIDAN.  355 

the  delusion  under  which  this  country  had  been  acting  for  some 
time,  and  to  detect  the  fallacies  which  were  still  attempted  to  be 
imposed  on  the  public,  and  continue  that  delusion.  The  right 
honourable  gentletnao  had  entertained  the  house  with  an  account 
of  the  sad  state  of  the  French  finances ; '  and  he,  for  one,  wished 
so  well  to  that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argu< 
ment,  that  he  hoped  the  French  finances  would  always  be  found 
in  as  bad,  or  even  a  worse  dtuation,  whenever  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  should  have  occasion  to  draw  such  a  compariscMi 
as  he  bad  now  done.  But  how  bad  they  been  reduced  to  that 
miserable  state  in  which  they  were  represented  to  be?  By 
doing  that  which  we  had  done,  and  were  condnuing  to  do.  The 
French  had  not  faced  their  situation ;  and  by  endeavouring  to 
impose  on  themselves,  and  to  make  it  appear  better  than  it  really 
was,  they  had  rendered  it  infinitely  worse  than  it  might  have 
been. 

Not,  however,  to  dwell  upon  the  tdtuation  of  our  rival,  or  to 
triumph,  because  it  was  worse  than  our  own,  the  real  question 
before  the  committee  was,  to  consider,  whether  our  receipt  was 
equal  to  our  expenditure.  The  annual  expenditure  for  the  peace 
establishment,  as  now  stated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
was  to  be  in  future  ^15,624,000.  This  might,  ther«f(H%,  be 
considered  as  ground  to  argue  from;  since,  however  much  it 
might  exceed  that  sum,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  fall 
short  of  it.  In  order  to  make  up  an  income  equal  to  this  expen- 
diture, by  taking  the  receipts,  not  on  an  average  of  several  years, 
but  one  year  only,  and  making  up  the  accounts  from  April,  1787> 
to  April,  1788 — instead  of  from  January  to  January — a  revenue 
was  produced  on  paper  of  £15,792,000.  Mr.  Sheridan  contended 
against  the  accuracy  of  this  statement ;  and  said,  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  finances 
in  1786,  would  put  the  matter  in  a  clearer  light.  The  annual 
expenditure  was  there  stated  to  be  £15,990,000;  and  the  annual 
revenue  as  there  stated,  with  £100,000  additional  taxes,  fell  very 
far  short  of  that  sum,  if  fairly  calculated.  If  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  instead  of  the  receipt  of  the  last  year— which 
was  acknowledged  to  have  been  more  productive  than  any  former 
year  had  been,  from  accidental  causes  that  could  not  be  expected 
to  operate  for  another  year — had  taken,  as  he  ought  to  have  done, 
theaverage  of  I786  and  I'JffJ;  the  produce  of  all  the  taxes  would 
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have  appeared  to  be  no  more  than  ^2^89,000 ;  makJDg,  with 
the  addition  of  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  £15,250,000; — which 
would  have  fallen  short  of  the  expenditure,  as  now  stated, 
£374,000.  This  was  as  near  the  truth  as  could  reasonably  be 
presumed,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the  revenue, 
nnce  the  peace ;  and  this  was  the  situation  which  the  committee 
was  bound  in  duty  to  meet  and  to  provide  for ;  instead  of  mdea- 
Touring  to^mpose  on  themselves  and  the  public,  and  delaying  to 
apply  the  remedy  till  it  might  be  too  late. 

Another  circumstance  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  controvert 
was,  the  means  by  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made 
up  his  estimates  of  the  expenditure.  Whilst  he  added  to  the 
estimates  of  the  army,  he  allowed  no  addition  to  the  estimate  of 
the  navy.  Was  it  really  his  opinion,  that  the  expense  of  the 
navy  in  I79O  would  not  exceed  ^1,800,OOOF  For  the  ordnance, 
indeed,  he  allowed  £10,000;  but  look  no  notice  of  the  expense  of 
fortifications ;  which,  in  the  West  Indies  alone,  he  had  formerly 
stated  would  amount  to  between  ^2,000,000  and  ^3,000,000 ; 
and  taking  fortifications,  as  it  was  most  reasonable  to  do,  at  the 
largest  estimate  (for  they  seldom  fell  short  in  point  of  expmse, 
whatever  they  might  in  point  of  utility),  there  would  be  wanted 
^300,000  for  the  West  Indies  alone,  and,  on  the  whole,  from 
£700,000  to  ^800,000.  He  objected,  also,  to  the  estimates 
for  miscellaneous  services  ;  which,  he  contended,  must  exceed 
^4,224,  the  sum  for  which  it  was  made  out. 

He  came  next  to  consider  the  shifts  to  which  (he  observed)  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  resorted,  in  order  to  defray  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  the  year.  ^500,000  were  to  come 
from  the  East  India  Company.  They  were  to  pay  £300,000 
last  year ;  and  he  had  then  objected  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman^s  tddng  credit  for  a  sum  which  the  company  had  not  ac- 
knowledged to  be  due.  No  part  of  that  sum  bad  been  pud  into 
the  exchequer;  and,  because  the  payment  bad  been,  and  was 
still,  disputed  by  the  company,  credit  was  again  taken  for  a  much 
larger  sum ;  which  he  firmly  believed  would  no  more  be  paid 
than  the  former.  The  company  had  denied  that  they  owed  any 
such  sum  to  government ;  they  had  drawn  up  a  case  for  the  con- 
sideration of  counsel ;  and  if  the  facts  were  as  they  were  stated 
to  be,  he  had  no  scruple  in  saying,  that  the  claim  of  gorenunent 
was  not  well  founded. 
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The  right  honourable  gentleman  amused  the  committee  with 
fine  stories  of  the  increase  of  our  trade  and  shipping,  and  the 
flourishing  state  of  our  fisheries ;  but,  instead  of  entering  into 
any  exemplification  of  what  he  had  advanced  on  that  subject — 
the  truth  of  which  he  wished  as  much  to  rely  on  as  any  man- 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
commutation  act ;  which  (he  contended)  had  failed  in  every  cir- 
cumstance  for  which  those  who  supported  it  stood  pledged  to  the 
public.  Instead  of  the  supply  of  tea,  which  the  company  were 
bound  to  import  by  that  act,  to  answer  the  increased  demand- 
to  have  a  year's  stock  on  hand,  and  to  keep  the  prices  as  low  as 
by  the  commutation  they  ought  to  do — they  had  not  imported  a 
quantity  equal  is  any  one  respect  to  those  purposes.  This  he 
did  not  charge  on  the  company  as  blameable ;  their  finances  had 
not  enabled  them  to  do  it;  and  would  government  call  upon 
them  to  pay  ^£'500,000,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  do  that  which 
they  had  not  been  able  to  do  before  P  There  was  no  way  of 
doing  this,  but  by  enabling  them  to  increase  their  cajntal  as 
the  value  of  it  decreased,  as  had  been  done  in  the  famous  South 
Sea  scheme. 

With  regard  to  the  commutation  act,  he  asserted  again,  that 
the  compact  with  the  public  had  been  broken  in  every  respect. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  to  destroy  smuggling,  which  had  been 
argued  as  the  principal  advantage  that  was  to  be  obtained  from 
it;  and  yet  it  was  notorious  that  it  had  not  done  this.  The  com- 
pany  was  to  supply,  not  only  England,  but  all  Europe  with  lea. 
^^180,000  had  been  sent  to  the  continent  to  buy  up  the  whole 
stock  there ;  and  by  the  last  accounts  from  China,  the  foreign 
shipping  there  was  four  times  greater  than  it  had  been  at  any 
former  period.  We  now  sent  to  Chins  .£'1,500,000  annually, 
instead  of  ^305,000 or  .f  400,000,  which  we  used  to  send  before; 
and,  notwithstanding  this  great  increase  of  the  balance  against  us, 
from  the  high  price  of  tea,  and  the  quantity  that  would  soon  be 
imported  on  the  continent,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  smug- 
gling would  again  prevail  as  much  as  ever.  This  breach  of  com- 
pact with  the  public,  he  affirmed  to  be  a  strong  charge  against 
those  in  whose  hands  the  superintends  nee  and  management  of  the 
company  was  placed  ;  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  en- 
gagement with  the  public  should  he  fulfilled.  He  objected,  also, 
to  the  method  in  which  the  commutation  duty  was  paid ;  and  that 
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it  passed  unDecessorily  through  various  offices,  instead  of  being 
paid  immediately  into  the  exchequer.  He  concluded  with  ob- 
serving, that,  in  the  present  real  state  of  the  finances,  and  the 
evident  inefficiency  of  the  commutation  act  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  passed,  he  saw  no  reason  why  a  duty  of  ^200,000 
or  df  300,000  should  not  be  raised  on  the  article  of  tea. 

Mr.  Pitt  rtplied — and  lit  the  courte  ofhU  tpeech  obienxd,  "  Upon  the  teJicir, 
ht  lammltd  that  Ihe  hcnourabU  gt)itlemtM  had  tatai  that  opporlimUy  qf  giutrrA- 
ling  vrilh  htm ;  and  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  a  vmre  plaaMle  pretext  Jar 
hit  oppoiililM  to  the  Mtdgect  under  (JucuMian  iff  the  committee,  than  In/  hi*  (frvOMl 
ami  reveriet  on  the  commulatioR  act." 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  so  far  from  having  sought  an  op- 
portunity of  quarrelling  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he 
had  suppressed  much  of  what  he  felt  on  the  delusion  which  had 
that  day  been  practised  on  the  subject  of' the  finances  and  the 
resources  of  the  nation.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (he 
admitted)  had,  at  last,  explained  the  nature  of  the  claim  on 
the  East  India  Company.  If  it  was  not  found  to  be  just,  the 
money  was  to  be  refunded ; — this  circumsUnce,  however,  had 
been  considered  of  so  little  importance,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  thought  it  worth  mentioning  in  his  first  state- 
ment— if  this  was  not  a  shift,  he  did  not  know  what  term  to  be- 
stow on  it.  The  commutation  act  (he  conceived)  was  at  least  as 
intimately  connected  with  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year  as  the 
whale  fishery,  or  any  other  of  the  amusing  tales  with  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  entertained  the  committee ;  cal- 
culated, no  doubt,  to  call  their  attention  from  his  figures  to  the 
more  pleasing  excursions  of  bis  imagination.  He  was  now  more 
than  ever  convinced  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, had  not  so  good  an  opinion  of  that  commutation  act  as  for- 
merly, from  his  readiness  to  give  him  a  share  in  it.  He  persisted 
in  his  opinion,  that  the  enforcing  the  claim  on  the  East  India 
Company,  for  a  disputed  debt  of  ^500,000,  was  highly  unjusti- 
fiable at  a  time  when,  for  want  of  money,  they  were  unable  to 
fulfil  their  contract  with  the  public.  In  every  point  of  view  in 
which  he  had  considered  the  subject — and  it  had  occupied  much 
of  his  mind — he  was  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  reasoning.  He  denied  that 
£'Ji,0O0  could  possibly  defray  the  expense  of  the  miscellaneous 
services ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  great  extent  of  the 
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worka  carrying  on,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  under  the  name  of 
fortificatioDs,  must  create  a  very  great  increase  of  expense  on  the 
ordnance  estimates  of  future  years.  The  whole  expense  of  the 
nation  could  not  be  taken  at  less  than  sixteen  millions  annually, 
a  f)um  which  considerably  exceeded  the  present  amount  of  the 
whole  revenue.  He  was,  therefore,  for  adopting  a  more  effectual 
mode  of  relief  than  the  delusive  schemes  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  held  out  to  the  public  from  year  to  year — for 
no  other  purpose  but  to  put  off  the  evil  day.  Let  us  then  (con- 
cluded Mr.  Sheridan)  be  manly  enough  to  look  our  affairs  in  the 
face ; — let  us  provide  the  only  true  remedy  by  extending  our 
resources,  so  as  really  to  meet  our  expenditure.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  becoming  the  dignity  of  the  empire,  and  was  much 
more  likely  to  render  us  formidable  to  our  enemies,  than  by 
subdividing  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  or  overturning  the  Dutch 
constitution. 

May  14. 

codmtt  klectioh  bill. 

7%e  order  ^  the  day  hming  heeiiread,  for  Ihe  ItmiM  to  go  into  a  eommUtts.  on 
the  amniif  ehelio*  bill,  the  bkoihi  m  the  ittttrat  elaiuu  wort  filled  itp,  and  tie 
bili  wilh  Iha  ametiduenli  reported,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  farther  eontidered 
mt  the  entning  Mondaj/. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  obeened,  thai  he  eoneidered  the  bill  ai  having  a  tfndenei/  rather  to 
take  aaay  than  to  leciire  the  rigkle  of  freeholder!,  and  ther^oro  it  uxu  hit  inten- 
tion, at  the  time  qf  ilt  being  reported,  to  mait  a  motion  on  the  tu^ect. 

Ma.  Sheridan  reminded  the  house  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
debate  which  had  taken  place  the  preceding  week,  he  had  oc- 
casion to  make  mention  of  the  commutation  act,  which  gave 
rise  to  some  conversation,  that  ended  in  a  sort  of  challenge  from 
the  right  honourable  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  him,  to 
ent«r  upon  a  full  and  fair  discussion  of  the  effects  of  that  statute ; 
which  challenge  he  had  immediately  declared  his  readiness  to 
accept.  As  he  did  not  therefore  like  to  appear  willing  to  meet 
any  question,  that  he  was  not  actually  desirous  to  go  through 
with,  he  meant  to  move  for  some  necessary  papers — a  list  of 
which  he  would  read  to  the  house — and  if  they  were  granted 
(and  he  saw  no  probable  cause  of  objection),  after  they  should 
be  put  upon  the  table,  he  would  name  a  day,  if  possible  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  for  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  read  a  siring  of  motions,  touching  the  quan- 
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tity  and  sorts  of  the  different  teas  in  tfae  East  India  Company's 
warehouse,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  first  ship  from  China 
this  year,  &c.  &c.  be. 

T^tqu^ionon  the  firtt  motio*  wai put  tmdagnedtti;  but  llut  dta»etllor  «f 
the  exehequtr  t/ltnpardi  mifrfainiiig  tomt  doi^tt  heiofar  it  mtgkt  bt  etmiMeal 
yrilk  policy  la  Itt  the  Eait  India  Compatie$  on  Ih*  eonliitt^t  into  pottettiom  iif 
Ike  IcnoaUdge  of  fhe  exact  italt  of  OKT  Eatt  India  Company' iilock  of  tea  in  hand, 
the  tnolion  which  had  been  carried,  ICM  bj/eoneenl  wilKdratun:  and  Mr.  SheridoM 
agreed  to  make  hie  moliont  upon  thefollowimg  dag. 

COHUDTATION   ACT. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  on  being  called  to  from  the  chair,  expressed 
his  concern  to  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  postponing  his 
intended  motions  respecting  the  commutatioa  act  until  the  next 
day  ;  but  he  had  just  learnt  frtmi  those  who  had  expressed  sume 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  letting  his  motions  go,  that  they 
bad  not  yet  bad  time  enough  to  inquire  whether  they  ought  to 
consent  or  not. 


May  16. 

commutation  act. 

Ma.  SHuniDAN,  previously  to  his  reading  his  first  motion  for 
papers  relative  to  the  commutation  tax,  asked  whether  the  mo- 
tion was  to  he  objected  to  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  aaeuered,  that  he  should  not  olgect,  a*  he  trndentood  that  the  nfr- 
ettmee  of  the  vutUott  tBOtinprint  already. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  hoped  what  had  turned  out  to  be  the 
fact,  would  teach  the  right  honourable  gentleman  not  to  be  so 
peremptory  in  future. 

Mr  Sheridan  moved, 

*<  An  account  of  the  quantity  of  tea  in  the  warehouses  of  the 
East  India  Company,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  first  ship 
(the  Wycombe) ;  carefully  distinguishing  the  sorts."  This  waa 
followed  by  moving  eighteen  other  accounts  respecting  teas. 

An  account  was  alrio  moved,  *'  For  the  quantity  of  silver  ex- 
ported to  China  for  five  years,  previous  to  the  pasung  the  com- 
mutation act ;  diRtinguishing  each  year." 

Also,  "  An  account  of  all  advices  received  respecting  foreign 
shipping  in  the  ports  of  China  within  the  last  two  years.'" 

The  motione  having  been  teveratlg  put  from  the  chair,  and  carried, 

Mr.  Sheridan  begged  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
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right  honourable  gentleman  and  of  the  bouse,  to  the  papars, 
when  Uiey  should  be  presented  ;  as  be  vas  convinced,  that  they 
would  furnish  evidence  that  the  commutation  act  bad  failed  of 
its  object  altogether ; — that  smuggling  was  likely  to  prevail 
under  the  operation  of  the  act  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  ; — 
that  the  faith  of  the  compact  with  the  public  was  broken  ; — and 
that  the  revenue  was  materially  injured. 

Mr.  Pitt  aburved,  that  he  ctnddnolawMd nupeetmglhat  the  hmiowabU gen- 
tltmtmweu  eontdout  the  paptrt  hi  had  moved  for  taere  but  ef  trifling  import- 
ance, and  Ukely  to  give  little  or  no  information  to  the  hoiue,  tbtee  the  honouraite 
gentleman  wiu  lo  ready  at  the  mbjeet  without  them.  He  mutt,  hoieever,  beg 
leave  lo  decline  following  the  honourable  gentleman' »  estample  ;  and  avoid  enter- 
ing into  the  debate,  till  the  houte  thouid /uive  the  paper*  that  had  been  jiul  moved 
forvponthnr  laile,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  fairly  mto  the  dieeuuion. 

PETITION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  r.OVEBMMEUT  OF  CANAnA. 

Mr.  Poayt  having  moved,  "  That  Ihepetitiont  on  the  ftJile  relative  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Canada  be  read,"  and  the  tame  having  been  read  thort  pro  forma, 
Mr.  Powyi  moved,  "  3^al  Mr.  Limebume  be  called  to  the  bar." 

The  tpeater  elating  it  to  be  irregular  to  eaB  a  uHtneit,  before  a  ground  tea* 
firet  laid  for  it,  by  entering  tgaon  kmr;  regular  proceeding  to  tearrant  it ;  a  con- 
venation  enmed  hetioeen  Mr.  Powye,  Mr.  Fos,  the  Chair,  and  the  ChaneeUor  of 
the  Exchequer.  At  length  the  difficulty  tool  lolved  by  the  latter' t  declaring,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  go  into  a  committee,  for  the  purpote  of  inquiring  ahether 
it  ihoald  appear,  from  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  at  the  bar, proper  for  the  houte 
to  proceed  farther  upon  the  tuhject.  The  petitiont  having  been  read,  therefore, 
upon  a  motion,  referred  to  the  committee,  the  ipeaier  left  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Wyndham  took  hit  teat  at  the  table. 

Mr.  Limebume  teat  then  ea^d  to  the  baT,and  read  a  great  variety  of  imttem 
doeumenlt,  ttating  the  proceeding*  which  had  taken  place  before  thejudgei  in 
Canada;  fromahenceit  appeared  that  their  deeition*  had  been  formed  on  vague 
and  indeterminate  principlet,  one  deciding  aecordittgto  the  Soman  late,  another 
according  to  the  French  lam,  a  third  according  to  the  Engliih  law,  and  a  fourth, 
without  regard  to  either  code  of  law,  but  tolely  in  conformity  lo  the  dielatet 
of  hit  eontdence.  The  docmnentt  alto  afforded  proof  cf  the  exittence  of  a 
variety  of  act*  of  opprettioH  and  it^uttiee  in  the  practice  of  the  late  in  Canada, 
which  called  aloud  for  remedy. 

Mr.  Powyi  now  rote,  and  after  entering  very  fuUy  into  the  ttdiject,  moved, 
"  That  it  mat  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  petiliont  deterred  the  imme- 
diate and  teriout  eontideralion  ofparliamenL  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  and  concluded 
with  moving,  "  that  the  ehmrman  do  leave  the  chair."  He  obeerved,  that  gen- 
tlemen had  aiked  when  government  would  bring  forward  any  thing  ;  hi*  antwer 
had  been,  whef  they  could  with  confidence.  If  they  could  next  year  they  would  ; 
ffnol,  they  would  not. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expressed  his  fears  that  the  committee  would 
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not  gaio  a  great  deal  by  waitbg  for  infonaatjon.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Canada  (he  assured  the  committee)  were  unanimous  in 
favour  of  the  objects  stated  by  the  hraiounible  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion.  When  the  petition  came  away,  there  was  not 
one  dissenting  voice.  The  fact  was,  that  before  a  false  alarm 
had  gone  abroad,  some  persons  had  been  panic-struck,  thinking 
that  English  laws  were  to  be  introduced  generally,  universally, 
and  without  any  exception ;  upon  that  the  counter-petitions  had 
been  drawn,  signed,  and  presented  to  Lord  Dorchester.  But 
the  cause  of  alarm  had  Eince  been  explained,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  descriptions  had  recovered  from  their  panic  With 
r^ard  to  the  change  of  the  habitancy  of  the  province,  and  the 
increase  of  English  Protestant  loyalists  that  it  contained,  he 
'  was  amazed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  seoi  that 
such  allegation  was  the  very  argument  against  him.  Two  years 
ago,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  when  the  subject 
was  then  agitated,  "  be  patient — Sir  Guy  Carleton  is  gone  out 
for  information  ;  when  he  returns,  the  subject  shall  be  submitted 
to  full  discussion.'"  The  honourable  gentleman  has  received 
from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  (at  present  Lord  Dorchester)  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  receive,  and  theiefure  he  ought  no  longer  to 
delay  the  consideration  of  the  question.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared 
that  he  had  good  authority  for  asserting  that  Lord  Dorchester 
had  not  given  the  right  honourable  gentleman  reason  to  expect 
farther  information  from  him,  nor  had  he  any  reason  to  expect 
farther  information  from  him,  or  from  any  other  quarter. 

Mr.  Pitt  begged  to  coalra^cl  Mr.  Sheridan'i  atttrtioni — "  He  not  onlg  had 
rtaton  to  expect,  hut  he  actually  did  anticipate  muck  farther  t^formatioii  through 
the  medium  of  Lord  Dorchaiter." 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  will  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
duce Lord  Dorchester's  dispatches  to  prove  the  fact  ?  I  dare 
him  to  the  proof. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  that  he  uiould  oppote  the preduetion  of  oHg  $ueh pro«f.  TTtt 
hoaourable  gentleman  had  inirodueed  a  nem  ipedei  cf  argmaent  in  that  hoate. 
ff  thai  mode  of  arffununt  prevailed,  it  aould  only  bt  for  a  confident  man  to  come 
fortnard  boldly,  andmakea  direct  autrtion  ;  and  on  receiving  a  flat  and  perea^ 
U)rg  denial,  to  chaUenge  the  production  if  private  paperi  ai  the  leit  f^tkefmtk 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  a  moment's  reflection  had  seized  to  con- 
vince him,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to 
use  the  word  confid&it  in  the  sense  in  which  it  at  first  struck 
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him  that  he  did,  because  he  was  satisfied  the  sort  of  confidence 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  approved  was  a  confidence  in 
fin^promiaes  and  professions,  where  no  reason  was  assigned  nor 
any  performance  ever  intended ;  and  not  a  confidence  in  matter 
of  fact,  capable  of  proof,  and  desirous  of  meeting  it  Mr.  She- 
ridan contended  that  nothing  could  be  more  fair,  after  he  had 
asserted  as  a  fact,  that  which  he  had  good  authority  to  believe 
to  be  founded,  and  it  had  been  denied  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  be  a  fact,  than  for  him  to  call  upon  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  produce  those  parts  of  Lord  Dorches- 
ter's dispatches,  in  which  the  noble  lord  gave  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  reason  to  expect  that  he  should  have  further  in- 
formation to  send  him  on  the  subject  of  the  sort  of  government 
best  adapted  to  the  province  of  Canada.  He  was  persuaded  that 
Lord  Dorchester  had  signified  no  such  expectation  i  and  he 
should  still  maintain  his  opinion,  unless  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  consent  to  bring  proof  to  the  contrary  before 
the  house.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  it  peculiarly  became  a 
person  of  such  notorious  modesty  and  diffidence  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  to  charge  him  with  being  confident  and 
presumptuous,  in  daring  to  adhere  to  his  assertion  relative  to  a 
matter  of  fact,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
able  to  disprove. 

Tie  home  divided  on  lAe  guation,  "  thai  the  ehairman  leave  the  chair ;"  aget 


PROCEEDINGS    AGAINST    MK.    HASTINGS. 

•  On  Ihe  2Ul  of  December,  1787,  Mr.  Burke  obierved  to  the  hoiui,  MoJ  U 

wotiid  he  necenary  before  the  leitioTU  ended,  that  the  home  thould  late  lotae  ilep 

for  binding  Mr.  Hmtingt  to  be  fortheonung  to  aiuwer  the  articlei  of  impeach- 
ment which  had  been  preferred  agaiiul  him.  He  therefore  moved,  "  7%at  War- 
ren Hatting;  Etq.be  taken  ijito  the  eu*todg  <^  the  tetyeaal-at-amucf  that  home.'' 
Thit  motion  tea*  oppoeed  by  Mr.  Nieholie,  tehc  tlaied,  that  upon  r^erring  to  the 

joarnali  in  tearch  of  precedents,  he  found  there  were  three  eeeeral  madei  <(f  pro- 
ceeding which  had  been  adopted  by  the  home  after  theg  had  preicribed  arliciee 
tf  impeachment.  The  firit  uiae  to  take  the  parly  impeached  into  the  cmtody  of 
their  own  lerjeant-at-amu ;  the  teeond  tvae  to  detire  the  lordi  to  take  Aim 
into  cmtody ;  the  third  aae,  to  detire  the  lordt  to  put  Ann  to  nniwrr.  He 
thought  the  Imt  wat  the  mode  they  thould  adopt,  at  it  would  be  ialre9ulg~ 
eruel  to  brand  Mr,  Hmtingt  with  a  tligma  in  the  face  qf  hit  country,  by  lug- 

*  Abstract  of  proceedings  coDtinned  rrom  thst  under  Dec.  II. 
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gttlmg  an  idea  that  tit  htnae  had  retitim  to  tiupeet  km  (f  «n  m^se  ifnv" 
of  aUempUng  to  elude  Jiutice.  Mr,  PiU  and  Mr,  Burke  repUid,  that  mpom  a 
vtinute  examination  ofprecedenU,  and  a  conndla^oB  ofpirum*  in  another piaee, 
it  had  been  found  that  the  moil  regular  and  orderly  mode  of  proceeding  intwfif 
be  for  that  kotue  to  take  Mr.  Haslinge  into  netodf  bg  their  ettjeamt,  and  to  de- 
Umt  him  to  the  tordr.  The  notion  too*  immedialeli/  agreed  to;  and  Ike  iowp 
being  toon  qfltr  iitforwted  that  ie  wm  n>  (Ac  euitodg  ^thteerjeant,  Mr.  BmHee 
wat  directed  to  acquaint  tbt  hrdi  viih  the  latne,  and  that  he  toot  ready  to  be  de- 
Itnered  up  to  the  gentleman  ueher  if  the  black  rod  ahenecer  their  lordthip*  Ihtmghl 
proper,  Tite  metlage  being  delivered  to  the  hoate.  Lard  Waltinghom  proposed 
Mr.  Hatting*  tkould  gice  £20,IKIO—himtelf  in  £lO,000,  aittf  ttea  mtretiet  in 
£5.000  each.  He  eondmded  bg  moving,  that  he  ihould  beforthtnth  taken  hda 
tha  autodg  of  the  black  rod.  TTutbeing  done,  Mr.  Hattingt  wo*  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  the  different  ehargu  read.  The  lord  chancellor  then  atktd  Mr.  Hatting* 
vhat  he  had  to  tag  in  hit  dtfenee.  He  aneioered — "  Mg  lord*,  I  reig  upon  the 
juitice  of  thi*  hclae,  and  prog  that  I  mag  be  graided  a  copg  of  the  charge*,  with 
a  reatoniAlt  time  to  make  iq>  d^ence ;  and  alao,  that  J  mog  be  aUowed  eotmtel, 
and  admitted  to  bail.''  Tiete  point*  being  *ettled  Mr.  Halting*  lea*  again  caUtd 
to  the  bar,  and  ii^onned  that  one  month  ma  allowed  Aim  to  make  hit  antieer  t» 
theehargei.  On  the  13th  qfFebmarg,  IJ88,  the  triai  commenced  in  Wettminattr 
Hall.  The  eountel  t*ho  appeared  for  the  dtfendmd  leere  Meter*.  Lam,  Plamner, 
and  i>aUiu.  Tie  aMtittant  cokntel  for  the  common*.  Dr.  Scott  and  Dr.  Laurenet, 
Meitn.  Monoid,  Pigott,  Burke,  and  Dongla*. 

Jhring  thepragreti  ^  the  trialantotion  muwutde  in  the houte  ofeommentbg 
Mr.  Burgee*,  on  the  20th  ^f  Mag,  1788,  for  aparlienlar  aetouni  qf  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money  advanced  to  Meetrt.  WaUi*  and  Trotoard,  *oUcitor*  for  the 
pnuemtion  agaimt  Warren  Hatting*,  E*g.,  and  of  each  other  expenee*  and 
charge*  at  have  been  ineuTred  by  the  laid  eoliciior*  on  aeeount  of  the  taid  prote. 
cutian,  to  the  15lh  of  May,  1788,  inclueive,  itating  *peeiallg  to  tchom,  and  on 
vhat  accoanl  tueh  mtnt  have  been  ittued. 

Mb.  Sheridan  observed  that  he  felt  some  difficulty,  stifiing 
his  surprise,  that  the  honourable  member  should  have  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman's  anxious  desire  to  watch  over  and 
scrutinize  the  expenses  of  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
matter  of  amazement,  when  it  was  considered  how  frequently  the 
honourable  gentleman  attended  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  and  how  peculiarly  watchful  he  was  over  the  grants  of 
large  sums  moved  from  time  to  time  by  the  treasury.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan said,  he  considered  the  true  motive  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  be  no  other  than  this;  he  made  his  motion  with  a  view 
to  afford  a  ground  for  the  appearance  of  idle  paragraphs  in  the 
newspapers,  insinuating  that  the  managers  were  putting  the  pub- 
lic to  an  enormous  and  unnecessary  expense;  and  by  such  means 
to  create  a  wish  in  the  public  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  trial. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  stated,  that  the  services  already  performed  were 
ordered  by  the  committee  of  maoagers,  under  the  authority  of 
that  house ;  so  that  if  the  house  chose,  they  might  resolve  that 
no  counsel  should,  in  future,  be  allowed  the  managers.  If  so,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  them  to  move,  that  the  attorney  and 
solidtor-general,  together  with  the  master  of  the  rolls,  be  added 
to  the  committee  of  managers.  Or  if  the  bouse  thought  proper, 
they  might  resolve,  that  the  managers  should  pay  the  expenses 
of  counsel  themselves.  In  that  case,  he  hoped  the  house  would 
have  the  goodness  to  add  Sir  Sampson  Gideon,  and  some  others 
of  the  most  wealthy  members,  to  the  committee.  With  regard 
to  the  charges  incurred  by  fees  to  counsel,  they  were,  consider- 
ing the  aasistaoce  afforded,  extremely  low  ;  so  much  so,  that  he 
would  venture  to  gay  no  counsel  employed  in  a  great  public  pro- 
secution had  ever  been  paid  worse.  Mr.  Sheridan  read  from  the 
votes  the  resolution  to  pay  above  ^4,000  for  defraying  the 
charges  incurred  by  the  prosecution  carried  on  against  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold.  He  said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  charge 
had  been  fairly  and  justly  made  out ;  but  he  had  never  heard 
'  that  the  house  had  thought  it  necessary  to  institute  a  very 
minute  inquiry  into  the  various  items  of  the  account.  In  the 
present  prosecution,  the  managers  were  responsible  for  tntlering 
the  services,  but  the  manner  in  which  those  services  were  per- 
formed was  to  be  decided  elsewhere ;  and  therefore,  as  that  part 
of  the  business  which  was  the  only  one  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  refer  to,  lay  between  the  solicitors  for  the  prosecution 
and  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  the  honourable  gentleman  (whom 
the  house  must  be  aware,  had  always  been  remarkable  for  the 
rigid  strictness,  and  scrupulous  attention  with  which  he  watched 
over  all  the  treasury  accounts,  certainly  deserved  the  thanks  of 
the  house,  for  his  acting  up  to  his  -character  on  this  particu- 
lar occasion),  instead  of  giving  the  newspapers  a  fresh  subject 
for  invidious  references  and  unwarrantable  insinuations,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  any  thing  by  his  motion,  he  hoped, 
when  the  account  should  be  produced  (to  which  he  had  not  the 
smallest  objection),  the  honourable  gentleman  would  ground  .upon 
it  another  motion,  that  the  counsel  employed  by  the  committee 
of  managers  should  in  future  be  better  paid. 

Mr.  Sheridan  afterwards  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written 
eariy  from  the  committee  of  managers  to  ^he  treasury,  in  which 
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the  committee  declared  their  readiness  to  resort  to  their  advice  as 
to  the  services  they  thought  oecessu^  for  efFectuollj  carrying  ob 
the  prosecutioB,  Mr.  SberidaD  cootended,  that  after  having  le- 
oeived  such  a  letter  from  the  committee,  it  was  a  little  hard  that 
govenunent  should  countenance  such  a  motion  as  the  present. 
Tka  Aowe  Ooklttl:  aget  60;  moo  IS-     Tkt  mnaycri  aii  wUhdrrte  wMomt 


Mat  30. 

paOCEEDIMOS    AGAINST    MB.    HASTINGS. 

Mr.  H>9  obttTvtd,  that  at  a  particular  aecaunl  0/  the  diitributityK  of  the  *tm» 
exprnded,  in  coMMjtmm  of  the  trial  qf  Warren  Hatting*,  Etg.,  had  been  bt^ore 
the  hotue  daring  the  ipaee  0/  fame  dayi,  Ac  withed  to  know  whm  the  honenrablr 
genthatOHiBho  mntd  for  the  aeeoxnt,  and  laid  he  had  doubt*  relative  to  a  part 
qf  the  general  haadt  tlaltd  im  Ihalaeeomtt.taeatiteither  to  bring  forward  theaaid 
doabit,  or  dtdare  wMh»  tkey  *tiU  l^  npcK  hu  umd  Ike  tamt  MrpremM. 

Jtfr.  Bargeit  tmnonW,  that  n  hi*  hiamblt  opinion,  he  had  tifffleienilj  donr  hi* 
dntgin  eaOingfor  Ih*  paper*.  Theif  were  note  before  the  han*e,  and  an  oppar- 
tanitjf  teat  open  to  ei>er]f  gentlematt  to  form  hi*  tetUitnenti  upon  the  tnbject.  Wlutt 
hi*  donbli  teere,  he  ttna^ined,  mw(  tuggetl  Iheneelve*  to  tverg  gentleman  who  read 
the  account*,  and  therefore  he  l^t  to  pertoni,  icho  had  more  vieight  and  aulho- 
ritg  in  that  haute  than  he  had,  to  take  the  mailer  up ;  but  if  no  other  perton 
ikotild,  and  the  honte  ihauld  eaU  upon  him  to  bring  the  ti^geet  foneard,  he  wm 
pttfeetUf  readg  to  ebeg  their  command*. 

Mr.  SHsaiDAN  observed,  that  the  sort  cf  way  in  which  the 
matter  had  been  treated,  was  a  little  extraordinary.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  if  his  recollection  did  not  greatly  deceive  him, 
had,  on  a  former  day,  said,  that  he  bad  his  doubts  upon  one  of 
the  heads  of  the  general  account,  but  that  he  could  not  say 
whether  those  doubts  were  well  founded  or  not,  because  he  saw 
a  more  particular  statement  of  the  items  of  the  accounts ;  that 
particular  statement  bad  now  been  presented  some  days,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  bad  just  declared,  he  stilt  entertained  his 
doubts,  but  that  he  left  it  to  other  gentlemen  to  promote  the 
discusaon.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  wished  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  either  act  upon  his  doubts,  or  get  some  other 
gentleman  to  take  his  doubts  up  for  him,  and  act  upon  them. 
From  what  had  already  passed  in  that  house  uptm  the  sul^ect, 
the  matter  ought  not  to  drop  without  a  farther  investigatim. 

Mr.  Bm-ge**  amwered,  that  if  the  houtt  Ihaughl  it  tnat  hmt  more  peenhartg 
kit  prmiaeela  bring  the  KtdijertfonBard,  he  had  not  thttmaUeH  o^reHon  f  iaka 
the  fa*k  HpM  Urn ;  and,  in  that  ea*e,  he  bditved  the  proper  wag  waM  be  fMtp 
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A)  move  "  that  the  paptrt  be  r^errtd  to  a  eommittee  iff  the  akole  Amm,  or  to 
give  Roftce  nf  a  day  oh  which  he  mndd  ttate  hu  tetitimeitli  itpm  their  conlenit." 

Mr,  Pitt  reamanending  the  latter  mode,  Mr.  Burgtie  gave  noliee/ar  the  en- 
tuing  FHday. 

Mr,  Pitt  called  upon  Mr.  SheridoM  to  knots,  when  the  honourable  gniknum 
tneaitl  to  bring  forward  hie  pronieed  dununon  iff  the  operation  and  ^ett  of  the 
cmnmutaHon  act. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  from  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman^a  pressing  so  much  to  know  when  he  would  bring  forward 
the  discussion  of  the  commutation  act,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  entertained  strong  hopes,  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  introduce  the  investigation  of  it  during  the 
course  of  the  present  session.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  ought  to  recollect  that  there  were  gentlemen  in  that 
house  who  had  no  inconsiderable  share  of  important  duty  to  dis- 
charge elsewhere.  It  waa  well  known  that  he  had  been  employed 
for  some  time  past  in  managing  the  prosecution  of  a  charge  of 
some  magnitude  in  Westminster  Hall.  It  was  not  very  fair, 
therefore,  pending  such  a  business,  to  call  upon  him  to  say,  when 
he  would  bring  forward  the  discussion  of  a  very  different  subject 
in  that  bouse.  This,  he  would  assure  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  as  soon  as  he  had  summed  up  the  charge  he  had  been 
superintending,  he  would,  if  the  house  was  likely  to  sit  long 
enough,  give  notice  the  very  next  day,  that  at  the  distance  of 
two  or  three  days  only,  he  would  resume  the  discussion  of  the 
effects  of  the  commutation  act. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  hinueff  perfeellg  tattled. 


PROCKEDINGS  AGAINST  MR.  HASTINGS  IN 
WESTMINSTER  HALL. 


MR.  SHEKIDAN  S  SPEECH  ON  SUKKIKO  UP  THE  £VIJ>EliCB  ON 
THE  SECOND,  OR  BE6UH  CHARGE. 
Since  the  commeneemenl  of  thit  memorable  trial  Wettmineter  Halt  had  not  ex- 
perienced ID  maneroia  or  10  brilliant  an  auanblage  ((f  pereom  as  crowded  everg 
part  of  it  thit  day.  By  eight  o'clock  to  the  morning,  the  anenuei  leading  to  the 
court  through  Neio  and  Old  Palace  Yard»,  werefiUed  vnlhperaone  of  the  firtt 
dittinclion,  mang  of  them  peeremei  in  fuO  drev,  who  tlood  in  the  open  air  for 
uptfordt  Iff  an  hoitr  brfore  the  galet  were  opened.  The  exerttommadeinpreuiiy 
fonnard  to  get  eonvenient  leal;  had  nearb/  proved  fatal  tomanf. 
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TTieptendid  not  eiUtr  the  kaU  tiS  Iwdvt  o'^odc.  A/ev  mimtttuftar,  Iht 
lord  ehoAceUor,  iaaitig  boteal  to  Mr,  SluridtM  to  tignify  to  '^*»  '^  'J^**'  lati- 
th^  ira-e  then  ready  to  htar  him,  that  homoarMe  gatiltmem  rom,  tMi»t  oH 
about  Um  pr^ervtd  the  meit  Mgn^fitdmtd  M^  lUatet. 

Mb.  Suebidah  said  it  was  Dot  bis  iDtention  to  trespass  upon 
their  lordships'  atteotioQ  for  any  length  of  time,  in  the  condd^ra* 
tton  of  the  charge  immediately  before  them,  by  making  many 
preliminary  observadons.  Sucb  general  remarks,  as  it  was  in  his 
power  to  make,  would  only  weaken  what  had  been  already  urged 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  was  the  principal  mover 
*  of  the  impeachment — wbo6e  genius  exeeded  everything  but  his 
disposition — who  understood  and  felt  for  all — through  whom  and 
by  whom,  so  great  an  embodied  atand  had  been  mule  in  d^ence 
of  the  rigktt  of  man  against  manfa  oppreeaion.  He  might,  how- 
ever, without  injury  to  the  general  cause,  and  without  exposing 
too  much  of  their  lordships'  padence,  say  a  few  words,  botli 
upon  the  subject  of  the  impeachment  in  general,  and  the  parti- 
cular situation  of  himself  and  his  honourable  colleagues  wbo 
had  been  appointed  to  conduct  it. 

He  thought,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  prosecudon  in  which 
those  who  carried  it  on  were  free  from  all  unwarrantable  resent- 
ment, or  improper  bias,  it  was  the  present.  He  could  speak 
from  his  own  heart,  and  declare  moat  solemnly,  that  he  found 
there  no  private  incentive  to  the  part  he  had  taken  in  this  im- 
peachment ;  and  he  verily  believed  he  might  safely  say  that  all 
his  honourable  colleagues,  as  well  as  himself,  were  actuated  scdely 
by  the  xeal  they  felt  for  the  public  welfare,  and  their  honest  so- 
licitude for  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  the  happiness  of 
those  who  were  under  its  dominion  and  protecdon.  With  such 
subjects  in  view,  he  really  lost  sight  of  Mr.  HaaHngs ;  who^ 
however  great  in  other  respects,  was  too  insignificant  to  be  mixed 
with  such  important  considerationa.  "  The  unfortunate  g«itle- 
man  at  the  bar  is  no  mighty  object  in  my  mind.  Amidst  the 
series  of  mischiefs,  to  my  sense,  seeming  to  surround  him,  what 
is  he  but  a  petty  nucfeiM,  involved  in  its  lamina,  scarcely  seen 
or  thought  of."  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  that  his  honour- 
able colleagues  or  himself  should  feel  themselves  under  the  in- 
fluence of  malice  or  ill-will  towards  the  object  of  the  prosecudcn ; 
they  acted  solely  under  a  delected  power ;  they  stood  at  tb^ 
lordships'  bar  as  tbe  representatives  of  the  cranmais  of  England ; 
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and  as  they  acted  in  that  public  capacity,  it  might  as  wdl  be 
said  that  tlie  commonB  of  Great  Britain,  in  whose  name  the  im- 
peachment had  been  brought  before  their  lordships,  were  actu- 
ated by  malice  to  the  prieoner,  as  that  the  managers  of  the  house 
of  commons  had  any  private  spleen  to  gratify  in  discharging  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  their  principals.  In  truth,  the  pro- 
secutton  was  not  begotten  in  prejudice,  or  nursed  in  error.  It  was 
founded  in  the  clearest  conviction  of  the  wrongs  which  the  natives 
of  Hindostan  had  suffered  through  the  mal-administration  of 
those  in  whose  hands  the  country  bad  placed  extensive  powers, 
which  ought  to  have  been  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  go- 
vemed,  but  which  had  been  used  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  for 
the  shameful  purposes  of  oppression. 

Tqconvince  their  lordships  that  the  British  government — which 
ought  to  have  been  a  blessing  to  the  powers  in  India  connected 
with  it — had  been  a  scourge  to  the  natives,  and  the  cause  of  de- 
solation to  the  most  flourishing  provinces  in  Hindostan,  he  had 
only  to  read  a  letter  that  had  been  received  not  long  since  from 
Lord  Comwallis,  the  present  governor-general  of  Bengal.  In 
that  letter  the  noble  lord  stated  he  had  been  received  by  the 
Nabob  Yigier  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  respect ;  but 
the  honours  he  received  at  the  court  of  Lucknow  had  not  pre- 
vented him  from  seeing  the  desolation  that  overspread  the  face  of 
the  country,  the  sight  of  which  had  shocked  his  very  soul.  He 
spoke  to  the  nabob  on  the  subject,  and  earnestly  recommended  It 
to  him  to  adopt  some  system  of  government  that  might  restore  the 
prosperity  of  his  kingdom,  and  make  his  people  happy.  The 
nabob's  answer  was  strikingly  remarkable.  That  degraded  prince 
said  to  his  lordship,  that  as  long  as  the  demands  of  the  English 
government  upon  the  revenue  of  Oude  should  remain  unlimited, 
he  (the  nabob)  could  have  no  interest  in  establishing  any  system 
of  economy ;  wd  whilst  the  English  should  continue  to  interfere 
in  the  internal'  government  of  his  country,  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
him  to  attempt  any  salutary  reform ;  for  his  subjects  knew  he  was 
only  a  cypher  in  his  own  dominions,  and  therefore  laughed  at  and 
despised  his  authority  and  that  of  bis  ministers. 

Surely  the  state  to  which  that  wretched  prince  was  reduced  by 
our  mismanagement,  and  the  ruin  which  hod,  by  the  same  cause, 
been  brought  upon  his  country,  called  loudly  upon  their  lord- 
ships to  interfere,  and  rescue  their  national  honour  and  character 
from  the  infamy  to  which  both  would  be  exposed,  if  no  inquiry . 
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was  made  into  the  causes  of  such  calamities,  aud  no  pumfihrnent 
was  inflicted  op  the  authors  of  tb^n.  P<diey,  as  well  as  jtuitice, 
called  upon  them  to  vindicate  the  character  of  Great  Britain  in 
India ;  for  he  would  prove  to  them,  from  good  authority,  that 
the  native  powers  had  so  little  reliance  upon  our  faith,  that  the 
preserratioa  of  our  empire  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  could 
be  effected  only  by  oonvincing  the  native  princes  that  a  reli^ioaa 
adherence  to  its  engagements  should,  in  future,  characterise 
the  British  government  in  that  country.  To  prove  the  necessity 
there  was  for  bringing  such  a  conviction  to  the  mind  of  every 
native  prince,  Mr.  Sheridan  read  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord 
Comwallis,  from  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  who,  when  he  wrote  it, 
was  resident  at  the  court  of  the  great  Maratta  chief,  Madajee 
Scindia.  This  gentleman  stated  in  his  letter,  that  the  new 
system  of  moderation  brought  about  by  bis  lordship  was  cer> 
tainly  the  only  oue  that  could  give  stat^ty  to  our  empire  in 
India;  but  at  the  same  time,  be  must  obeo've,  that  as  the 
princes  of  that  country  bad  so  frequently  had  cause  to  lament 
that  no  engagement  could  bind  ua^  it  would  require  time,  and  re- 
peated proofs  of  good  faith,  to  convince  them  that  we  were  se- 
rious in  the  profesdcms  which  were  then  held  out  to  them  on  the 
part  of  the  British  govemment ;  that  ambUion,  or  a  desire  (^cef»- 
queat,  should  no  longer  be  encouraged  by  British  coundle ;— «nd 
that  strict  adherence  to  all  treaties  and  engagements  should  be  the 
basis  of  all  our  future  political  transactions. 

To  these  letters,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  must  coll  upon  tbar 
lordships  to  give  on  answer— not  by  worda^  for  they  will  lind  no 
credit  with  the  natives,  who  had  so  often  been  decaved  by  onr 
professions ;  but  by  deed»,  which  would  convince  them  that  we 
were  truly  in  earnest ;  for  it  was  only  by  our  punishing  those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  the  delinqumcies  which  have  brought 
ruin  on  the  country,  that  we  could  possibly  gain  confidence  with 
the  people  of  India,  and  satisfy  them  that  future  deJinquenta  will 
not  be  encouraged  or  countenanced  by  the  ruling  powers  at  borne. 

In  looking  round  for  an  object  fit  to  be  held  out  to  the  worid 
as  an  exampleof  national  justice,  their  lord^ips  must  neeeasarify 
fix  their  eyes  upon  Mr.  Hastings.  He  was  the  great  cause  of 
the  degradation  of  our  character  in  India,  and  of  the  oppression 
of  Its  devoted  inhabitants;  and  he  was  the  only  victim  that  could 
atone  for  the  calamities  he  had  occasioned. 

But  whilst  he  pointed  out  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  as  a  proper 
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object  of  puntdiment,  he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  turn  the  sword  of  justice  against  that  man,  merely  be- 
cause an  example  ought  to  be  made ;  such  a  wish  was  as  far  from 
his  heart  as  it  was  incompatible  with  equity  and  justice.  If  he 
called  for  punishment  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  It  was  because  be 
thought  him  a  great  delinquent ;  and  the  greatest  of  all  those  who, 
by  thdr  rapacity  uid  oppression,  had  broufj^t  ruin  on  the  natives 
of  India,  and  disgrace  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain. 

Whilst  he  called  for  justice  upon  the  prisoner,  he  coidd  wish 
also  to  do  him  justice^  He  would  be  sorry  that  the  weight  nod 
consequence  of  the  commons  of  Ch«at  Britain,  in  whose  name  the 
prosecution  had  been  set  on  foot,  should  operate  to  his  prejudice. 
Indeed,  whilst  he  had  such  upright  judges  as  their  lordships,  it 
was  impossible  that  any  thing  could  injure  him  but  the  clearest 
and  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  guilt. — "  It  is  not  the  peering 
suspicion  of  apprehending  guilt — it  is  not  any  popular  abhor- 
rvace  of  its  wide-spread  consequences — it  is  not  the  secret  con- 
■ckmsness  in  the  bosom  of  the  judge,  which  can  excite  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law,  and  authorise  its  inflicti<Hi !  No — ^in  this 
good  land,  as  high  as  it  is  bappy,  because  as  just  as  it  is  free,  all 
is  definite,  equitable,  and  exact — the  laws  must  be  satisfied  before 
infliction  ensues — and  ere  a  hair  of  the  head  can  he  plucked, 
LEGAL  GUILT  must  be  established  by  lbgal  pkoof  !" 

This  principle  must  be  admitted  as  conclusive;  though,  in 
the  present  case,  he  felt  the  Inconvenience  of  it,  which  might 
operate  as  a  bar  to  public  j  ustice  i  for  the  managers  of  the  im- 
peiuJiment  laboured  under  difficulties  that  could  scarcely  occur 
in  any  other  prosecution.  The  witnesses  whom  they  had  been 
obliged  to  call  ^ere,  for  the  most  part  (he  would  state  the  ex- 
ceptions in  the  proper  place),  the  accomplices  of  the  prisoner's 
guilt  and  the  instruments  of  his  oppressions.  From  such  wit- 
nesses it  was  not  likely  that  proofs  of  that  guilt  could  be  obtained 
without  great  difficulty. 

In  the  lorittan  documents  from  which  the  managers  had  se- 
lected their  proofs  in  support  of  the  impeachment,  considerable 
difficulties  had  occurred  ;— those  docummts  had  been  drawn  up 
by  theparties  whose  study  it  was,  as  it  was  their  interest — though 
contrary  to  their  duty-~tb  conceal  the  iniquity  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and,  consequently,  to  disguise  the  truth. 
B   B  2 
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But  though  be  stated  the  difficulties  which  the  naDagen  had 
to  encounter,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  proofs  which 
they  had  adduced  were  in  any  degree  defective.  "  Weak,  no 
doubt,  in  some  parts,  and  iocotnpeteDt — and  yet  more  deplorable^ 
as  UDdistinguished  by  any  compunctious  visitings  of  repenting 
accomplices— but  yet  etwugh,  and  enough  in  sure  validity,  to 
abash  the  frout  of  guilt  no  longer  bid,  and  flash  conviction  on 
conscientious  judges." 

Having  premised  these  observationH,  Mr.  Sheridan  said  he 
would  now  make  some  remarks  upon  the  defence,  or  rather  de- 
fencea,  made  by  the  prisoner.  He  had  already  made  _/bur,  three 
of  which  he  had  since  thought  proper  to  abandon  and  discredit. 
Indeed,  he  believed  it  was  a  novelty  in  the  history  of  criminal 
jurisprudence,  that  a  person  accused  should  first  make  a  defratce, 
and  afterwards  endeavour  to  convince  his  judges  that  they  ou^t 
not  to  attach  to  it  the  least  credit.  Mr.  Sheridan  said  he  was 
the  more  surprised  at  this  conduct  in  the  prisoner,  as  it  was  since 
he  had  had  the  assistance  of  counsel  that  be  had  made  this  at- 
tempt I  he  thought,  that  when  he  had  been  rescued  from  his  own 
incautious  rashness,  he  would  not  have  taken  so  extraordinaiy  a 
step  as  that  of  discrediting  his  own  def^ice. 

In  every  court  of  law  in  England,  the  confessitni  of  a  criminal, 
when  not  obtained  by  any  promise  <^  favour  or  lenity,  or  by  vio- 
lent threats,  was  always  admitted  as  conclusive  evidence  against 
himself;  and  if  that  confession  was  made  before  a  grave  and  re- 
spectable assemUy  of  persons,  competent  to  take  cognizance  of 
crimes,  there  was  no  doubt  but  it  would  have  due  weight,  be- 
cause it  was  fair  to  presume  that  such  a  confession  must  be 
voluntary,  and  not  procured  by  any  undue  or  improper  means. 
The  prisoner  bad,  in  his  defence  made  before  the  house  of  com- 
mons, admitted  many  facts ;  and  it  was  the  intention  (d  the  ma- 
nagers to  urge  in  support  of  the  charges,  his  admission  of  them. 
For  when  he  went  the  length  of  admitting  thero,  he  was  speak- 
ipg  the  language,  not  of  inconsiderate  rashness  and  haste,  but  of 
deliberate  consideration  and  reflection,  as  would  appear  to  their 
lordships  from  a  passage  which  he  should  read  to  them,  from 
the  introduction  to  the  defence  read  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  of  commons.  In  that  passage  the  prisoner 
used  the  following  words : — 

n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


1788-j  RIGHT  HON.   R.   B.  SHERIDAN.  S73 

'<  Of  the  discouragement  to  which  I  allude,  I  shall  meation 
but  two  points,  and  these  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  advert  to, 
because  they  relate  to  effects  which  the  justice  of  this  honourable 
bouse  may,  and  I  trust  will,  avert.  The  first  is  an  objection  to 
my  being  at  all  committed  in  my  defence ;  since,  in  so  wide  a 
field  for  discussion,  it  would  be  impossible  not  to  admit  some 
things  of  which  an  advantage  might  he  taken,  to  turn  them  in 
evidence  agunst  myself ;  whereas,  another  might  as  well  use,  as 
I  could,  or  better,  the  same  materials  of  my  defence,  without  m- 
volving  me  in  the  same  consequences.  But  I  am  sure  that  this 
honourable  house  will  yield  me  its  protection  against  the  cavils 
of  unwarranted  inference ;  and  if  the  truth  can  tend  to  convict 
me,  /  am  content  to  be  mtself  the  channel  to  convey  it.  The 
other  objection  lay  in  my  own  breast.  It  was  not  till  Monday 
last  that  I  formed  the  resolution ;  and  I  knew  not  then  whether 
I  might  not,  in  consequence,  be  laid  under  the  obligation  of  pre- 
paring and  completing  in  five  days  (and  in  effect  so  it  has 
proved)  the  refutation  of  charges  which  it  has  been  the  labour  of 
my  accuser,  armed  with  all  the  powers  of  parliament,  to  compile 
during  as  many  years  of  almost  undisturbed  leisure." 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  the  prisoner  had,  upon  de- 
liberation, committed  his  defence  to  paper ;  and  after  having 
had  five  days  to  consider  whether  he  should  present  it  or  not,  he 
actually  delivered  it  himself  to  the  house  of  commons,  as  a  defence 
founded  in  truth  ;  and  triumphantly  remarked  upon  it,  that  if 
"  truth  could  tend  to  convict  him,  he  was  willing  to  be  himself 
the  channel  to  convey  it." 

But  what  was  his  language  now  that  he  had  had  the  advice 
of  counsel  f  Why,  that  there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  what  he 
delivered  to  the  house  of  commons  as  the  truth  ;  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  many  of  the  facts,  no  recollection  of  the  circum- 
stances ;  that  he  had  put  his  memory  in  commission,  and  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Middleton,  Scott,  Oilpin,  &c.  the commiaaionera ; 
nay,  that  he  had  also  put  his  defences  into  commission,  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  same  gentlemen.  "  These,  like  raw  materials,  the 
master- workman  distributes  about  him  to  all  hands  waiting.  His 
words  are  to  be  strung — arguments  spun — passages  are  to  be 
woven.  He  puts  his  conscience  into  departments ;  Major  Scott, 
says  he,  take  care  of  my  consistency  ;  Mr.  Middleton,  you  have 
my  memory  in  commission  !     Prove  me  a  financier,  Mr.  Shore. 
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Answer  for  me,  Mr.  Holt  (all  journejineo,  good  enough  for  tbe 
house  of  commons,  though  not  for  your  lordships).  Help,  one 
and  all,  to  bear  tne  up  under  the  bare  pressure  of  my  laurelB,  tbe 
burden  of  my  glory !  Refreshen,  and  save  me  from  the  calen- 
tures of  my  state,  from  the  peril  of  my  own  pan^yric." 

Thus  could  the  prisoner  sport  with  the  understanding  and 
feelings  of  the  house,  by  asserting  that  to  be  false  and  not  en- 
titled to  credit  to-day,  which,  on  a  former,  he  had  declared  to  be 
the  truth  itself,  and  tbe  ground  of  bis  hope  that  it  would  pro- 
cure him  an  acquittal ;  or  what  would  have  been  the  same  thing 
to  him,  would  prevent  the  commons  from  carrying  up  the  im- 
peachment against  him  to  their  lordships'  bar.  Indeed,  this 
avowal  and  disavowal  of  defences,  and  from  the  defence  difier- 
ing  from  all  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  to  their  lord- 
ships, it  would  seem  as  if  Mr.  Hastings  was  uf  opinion  that  any 
thing  would  do  for  the  house  of  commons.  Possibly  it  mi^t 
subsequently  prove  that  he  entertained  a  similar  opinion  vritb  re- 
spect to  their  lordships ;  for  it  was  not  improbable  but  he  might 
hereafter  abandon  the  defence  he  had  delivered  to  them:  be 
might  say,  "  It  was  not  made  by  me,  but  by  my  counsel^  and 
therefore  I  hope  your  lordships  give  no  credit  to  it."  But  if  he 
would  abide  by  that  his  last  defence,  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  would 
join  issue  with  him  upon  it,  and  prove  it  to  be  in  many  places 
void  of  truth,  and  in  almost  every  part  of  it  unfounded  in  argu- 
ment as  well  as  fact. 

Having  thus  alluded  to  the  different  defences  made  by  the 
prisoner,  Mr.  Sheridan  next  adverted  to  the  all^ations  in  tbe 
second  charge  that  had  been  supported  in  evidence.  He  uid, 
that  the  managers  had  proved  the  high  birth  and  great  rank  of 
the  Begums,  or  Princesses  of  Oude ;  they  had  also  proved  trom 
the  evidence  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Goring, 
and  others,  how  sacred  was  the  residence  of  women  in  India.  A 
threat,  therefore,  to  force  that  residence,  and  violate  its  purity 
by  sending  armed  men  into  it,  was  a  species  of  torture,  the  cruelty 
of  which  could  not  be  conceived  by  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  the  customs  and  notions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hindostan.  A 
knowledge  of  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  Mussulmen  of 
Turkey  would  not  enable  one  to  judge  of  those  of  Mussulmen  in 
India :  in  th^  former,  ladies  went  abroad  veiled,  and  though  not 
BO  free  as  those  in  christian  countries  still  they  were  not  sodoady 
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dtut  up  ««  were  the  ladiee  professing  the  same  religion  in  Hin- 
dostan.  The  confinement  of  the  Turkish  ladies  was  in  a  great 
measure  tobeaacribed  to  the  jealousy  of  tbm  husbands;  in  Hin- 
dostan  the  ladies  were  confined,  because  tbey  thought  it  contrary 
to  decorum  that  persons  of  their  sex  should  be  seen  abroad :  the^ 
were  not  the  victims  of  jealousy  in  the  men ;  on  the  contrary, 
their  sequeatratioo  from  the  world  was  fioZun/ary;  they  liked  re- 
tirement, because  tbey  thought  it  best  suited  to  die  dignity  of 
their  sex  and  situation :  tbey  were  shut  up  from  liberty,  it  was 
true ;  but  libfTty,  so.  far  from  having  any  charms  for  them,  was 
derogatory  to  their  feelings;  they  were  enthrined  rather  than 
immured ;  they  professed  a  greater  purity  ai  frioua  prejudice 
than  the  Mahomedan  ladies  of  Europe  and  other  countries ;  and 
more  zealously  and  religiously  practised  a  more  holy  system  of 
auperttition.  Such  was  their  sense  of  delicacy,  that  to  them  the 
sight  of  man  was  pollution ;  and  the  piety  of  the  nation  rendered 
their  residence  a  aanctuary.  What,  then,  would  their  lordships 
think  of  the  tyranny  c^  the  man  who  could  act  in  open  de6Bnce 
of  those  pr^udices,  which  were  so  interwoven  with  the  very  exist- 
ence of  ladies  in  that  country,  that  they  could  not  be  removed  but 
by  death  f  What,  fae  asked,  would  their  lordships  think  of  the 
man  who  could  threaten  to  profane  and  violate  the  sanctuary,  of 
the  highest  descriptioo  of  ladies  in  Oude,  by  saying  that  he  would 
storm  it  with  his  troops,  and  remove  the  inhabitants  from  it  by 
force? 

Mr.  Sheridan  dwelt  for  some  time  with  great  feeling  on  this 
point.  He  next  adverted  to  the  treasures  in  the  Zenana,  and  the 
relation  in  which  the  Bow  Begum  and  the  nabob  stood  to  each 
other,  and  to  Mr,  Hastings.  He  adduced  various  arguments  to 
show  that  these  treasures  did  not  belong  to  the  state,  but  to  the 
Begum  ;  and  most  happily  ridiculed  the  memory  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  that  remembered  inferenc«a  but  forgot  ihs  fads  that  would 
support  them ;  nay,  sometimes  remembered  the  facts  that  over- 
turned them.  Thus,  he  said,  the  treasures  must  have  belonged 
to  the  state,  and  consequently  were  the  ioheritance  of  the  nabob, 
because  that  prince  had  drawn  for  a  large  sum  which  was  to  be 
paid  out  of  those  treasures,  but  his  draft  was  not  honoured  ; 
and  he  said,  they  could  not  be  the  property  of  the  Begum,  for  he 
remembered,  that  when  the  nabob's  draft  wa*  returned  without 
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having  been  honoured,  the  Begum  drew  for  the  tame  Bum  upon 
the  same  treaBures,  and  the  raonep  was  instantly  paid. 

Mr.  Sheridan  showed  next,  that  there  was  very  good  ground 
for  presuming  that  the  treasures  possessed  by  the  Begum  wore 
the  prqperty  of  that  princess ;  she  had  eudeared  herself  to  ber 
husband,  the  late  uabob,  by  flying  to  him  in  the  moment  of  his 
distress,  after  his  defeat  at  Buxar,  and  carrying  with  ber  to  his 
relief  the  jewels  with  which,  in  happier  days,  his  fondness  for  her 
had  enriched  her :  upon  these  she'  raised  him  a  large  supply. 
When  the  political  generosity  of  this  country  restored  him  after- 
wards to  his  throne,  his  gratitude  to  his  wife  knew  no  bounds : 
her  ascendancy  over  him  was  such,  that  she  prevailed  upui  him 
to  appoint  his  son  by  her,  his  successor. 

The  present  nabob,  as  had  appeared  from  a  passage  in  a  letto: 
written  by  Mr,  Hastings  to  bim,  and  since  proved  in  evidence, 
owed  to  her  not  only  his  birth  .and  succession  to  the  crown,  but 
also  the  preservation  of  his  life ;  for  one  day,  his  savage  father  in 
a  rage  attempting  to  cut  him  down  with  Iiis  scymeter,  the  Begum 
rushed  betweeu  her  husband  and  her  son,  and  saved  the  latter 
through  the  loss  of  some  of  her  own  blood ;  for  she  was  wounded 
by  the  blow  that  was  not  aimed  at  ber.  A  son  so  befriended  and 
BOtpreserved,  Mr.  Hastings  had  armed  against  such  a  mother  : 
he  invaded  the  rights  of  that  prince,  that  he  might  compd  him 
to  violate  the  laws  of  nature  by  plundering  his  parent;  and  he 
made  him  a  slave,  that  he  might  afterwards  make  him  a  monster- 
Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  be  the  protector  of  the  Begum,  in- 
stead of  ber  plunderer ;  for  her  husband,  on  his  death-bed,  be- 
queathed her  to  bis  friendship ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  had  always 
called  that  husband  Am  6ro<Aer — but  no  consideration  could  make 
him  dischaige  the  duties  of  any  obligation  that  could  set  bounds 
to  his  rapacity. 

The  interference  of  Mr.  Bristow  in  177^)  ><>  the  difference  be- 
tween the  BegUms  and  the  nabob,  in  consequence  of  thexlaims  of 
the  latter,  was  the  next  ground  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  observatimia. 
Mr.  Bristow  had  then,  in  a  conversation  with  the  superior  or 
elder  Begum,  thrown  out  an  insinuation  that  the  treasures  which 
she  possessed  were  the  treasures  of  the  etate ;  and  on  this  insi- 
nuation, so  termed  by  Mr.  Bristow  himself,  had  Mr.  Hastings 
founded  all  his  arguments  on  that  head,  and  on  which  he  lately 
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appeared  to  place  so  much  reliance.  The  Begums  at  that  time 
gave  up  to  Asoph  ul  Dowlah  sums  amounting  to  <f  500,000.  Of 
this  a  part  was  to  be  paid  in  goods,  vhich,  as  they  consisted  of 
arms,  elephants,  &c.  the  nabob  alleged  to  be  his  property,  and 
refused  to  accept  as  payment.  This  occasioned  a  dispute,  which 
was  referred  to  the  board  of  Calcutta,  Mr.  Hastiogs  then  vin- 
dicated the  right  of  the  Begums  to  all  the  goods  in  the  Zenana, 
and  brought  over  the  majority  of  the  council  to  his  opinion.  The 
ideas  then  placed  on  record  he  had  since  found  it  convenient  to  dia- 
own,  as  belonging  not  to  him,  but  to  the  majority  of  the  council ! 

"  There  are,"  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  '*  in  this  assemblage,  those 
who  are  perfect  in  their  ideas  of  law  and  justice,  and  who  under- 
stand, tolerably  well  majorities  and  minoritiM ;  but  how  shall  I 
instance  this  new  doctrine  of  Mr.  Hastings?  It  is  as  if  Mr. 
Burke,  the  t^a^  leader  of  the  cause,  should  some  ten  years  hence 
revile  the  managera,  and  commend  Mr.  Hastings !"  "  Good 
Ood,*"  might  say  one  of  those  gentlemen,  "  it  was  you  who  insti- 
gated the  inquiry ;  it  was  you  who  made  me  think  as  I  did  1*' 
"  Aye ;  very  true,''  might  Mr.  Burke  reply, "  but  I  was  then  in 
a  minoriiy :  I  am  now  in  a  majority  ;  I  have  left  my  opinions 
behind  me ;  and  I  am  no  longer  responsible." 

The  claims,  however,  it  was  observable,  of  the  nabob,  as  to  the 
treasure  of  the  Begums,  were  at  this  time  the  only  plea  alleged 
for  the  seizure.  These  were  always  founded  on  a  passage  of  that 
Koran  which  was  perpetually  quoted,  but  never  proved.  Not  a 
word  was  then  mentioned  of  the  strange  rebellion  which  was  after- 
wards conjured  up,  and  of  which  the  existence  and  the  notoriety 
were  equally  a  secret ! — a  disaffection  which  was  at  its  hnght  at 
the  very  time  when  the  Begums  were  dispensing  their  liberality  to 
the  nabob,  and  exercising  the  greatest  generosity  to  the  English 
officers  in  distress ! — a  disturbance,  in  short,  without  its  parallel 
in  history,  which  was  raised  by  two  uwneTt— carried  on  by  two 
eunueha — and  finally  suppressed  by  an  affidavit! 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  adverted  to  the  negotiations  of  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  with  the  Begums  in  177^'  when  the  discontents  of  the 
superior  Begum  would  have  induced  her  to  leave  the  country, 
unless  her  authority  was  sanctioned,  and  her  property  secured 
by  the  guarantee  of  the  company.  This  guarantee  the  counsel, 
or  Mr,  Hastings,  hod  thought  it  necessary  to  deny,  as  knowing 
that  if  the  agreements  with  the  elder  Begum  were  proved,  it 
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.  would  affix  to  Mr,  HutingB  the  guilt  of  all  the  Bufferings  of  tbe 
women  of  the  Khord  Mahal,  the  revenues  for  whose  support  -were 
secured  by  the  same  engagement.  In  treating  this  part  of  the 
subject,  the  principal  difGcult;  arose  from  the  uaeertain  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Middleton,  who,  though  concerned  in  the  negotia- 
tion of  the /our  treaties,  could  not  recollect  affixing  his  ngna- 
ture  to  ikree  out  of  that  number.  Mr.  Sheridan  proved  however, 
from  the  evidence  even  of  Mr.  Middleton,  that  a  treaty  had  beea 
signed  in  October,  I'J'JS,  wherein  the  rights  of  the  elder  B^um 
were  fully  recognized ;  a  provision  secured  for  the  women  and 
children  of  the  late  vizier  in  the  Khord  Mahal ;  and  that  these 
engagements  had  received  the  fullest  sanction  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
These  facts  were  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Purling,  a 
gentleman  who,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  had  delivered  himself  fairly, 
and  as  having  no  fmd  aecreta  to  conceal.  He  had  transmitted 
copies  of  these  engagements  in  I78O  to  Mr.  Hastings  at  Calcutta; 
the  answer  returned  was,  that  in  arranging  the  taxes  on  the  other 
districts,  he  should  pass  over  the  jaghires  of  the  Begums.  No 
notice  was  then  taken  of  any  impropriety  in  the  transactitms  in 
1778)  Doi'  any  notice  given  of  an  intended  revocation  of  those  en- 
gagements. 

But  in  June,  17^1,  when  Grraeral  Claveringand  Colonel  Mon- 
Bon  were  no  more,  and  Mr.  Frauds  had  returned  to  Eun^ie,  all 
the  Aoard  and  arrear  of  collected  evil  burst  out  without  restraint, 
and  Mr.  Hastings  determined  on  his  journey  to  the  upper  pro- 
vinces. It  was  then,  that  without  adverting  to  intermediate  trans- 
actions, he  met  with  the  nabob  Asoph  ul  Dowiah  at  Chunar,  and 
received  from  him  the  mysterious  present  of  ^100,000.  To  form 
a  proper  idea  of  diis  transaction,  it  was  only  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  respective  situatic»i  of  him  who  gave,  and  of  him  who 
received  this  present.  It  was  not  given  by  the  nabob  from  the 
superflux  of  his  wealth  nor  in  the  abundance  of  his  esteem  for 
the  man  to  whom  it  was  given.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  (mo- 
digal  bounty,  drawn  from  a  country  depopulated — no  matter 
whether  by  natural  causes,  or  by  the  grinding  of  oppression.  It 
was  raised  by  an  exaction  which  took  what  calamity  had  spared 
and  rapine  overlooked ; — and  pursued  those  angry  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  when  a  prophetic  chastisement  had  been  in- 
flicted on  ti  fated  realm.  The  secrecy  which  bad  marked  this 
transaction  was  not  the  smallest  proof  of  its  criminality.    Wbeo 
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Benarum  Pundit  had,  a  short  time  before,  made  a  present  to  the 
company  of  a  lack  of  rupees,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  hia  own  language, 
deemed  it,  "  worthy  the  praise  of  being  recorded ;"  but  in  thia 
instance,  when  ten  times  that  sum  was  given,  neither  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  nor  the  council  were  acquainted  with  the  transaction  until 
Mr.  Hastings,  four  months  after,  felt  himself  compelled  to  write 
an  account  to  Kngland,  and  the  intelligence  returned  thus  cir- 
cuitously  to  his  friends  in  India  I  It  was  peculiarly  observable 
in  this  transaction,  how  much  the  dtetres»ea  of  the  different  par- 
ties were  at  variance.  Mr.  Hastings  travels  to  the  nabob  to  see, 
no  doubt,  and  inquire  into  his  diatreaaea,  but  immediately  takes 
from  him  J>100,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  -necessities  of  the  dis- 
tressed East  India  Company ;  but  on  farther  deliberation  these 
considerations  vanish ;  a  third  object  arises  more  worthy  than 
either  of  the  former,  and  the  money  is  taken  from  the  one,  and 
demanded  from  the  other,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of — the  dia- 
ireated  Mr.  Hastings. 

The  money,  it  was  alleged  by  Mr.  Hastings,  had  been  ori- 
ginally taken  to  discharge  the  arrear  of  the  army.  It  had  not 
long  been  applied  to  that  use,  because  it  was  received  in  bills  on 
Gopal  Dos,  a  rich  banker  at  Benares,  who  was  then  kept  a  pri- 
soner by  Cheit  Sing.  Major  Scott  being  questioned  on  the 
subject,  declared  the  bills  on  Gopal  Dos  were  as  good  as  cash, 
for  that  though  the  principal  of  the  house  was  a  prisoner,  that 
circumstance  made  no  difference  whatsoever  with  the  other 
partners.  Thus  Mr.  Hastings  was  inconsistent  with  himself,  by 
ailing  an  objection  which  should  have  prevented  his  taking 
the  money  in  the  lirst  instance,  for  the  purpose  he  had  stated ; 
and  Major  Scott  contradicting  Mr.  Hastings,  removed  the  ob- 
jection, and  restored  the  business  to  its  original  footing.  But 
through  all  those  windings  of  mysterious  hypocrisy,  and  of  arti- 
ficial concealment,  it  was  easy  to  mark  the  sense  of  hidden  guilt. 
Mr.  Hastings  himself,  being  driven  from  every  other  hold,  ad- 
vanced the  stale  plea  of  atate  neeeaaity.  But  of  this  necessity  he 
had  brought  no  proof;  it  was  a  necessity  which  listened  to  whis- 
pers for  the  purpose  of  crimination,  and  dealt  in  rumour  to  prove 
its  own  existence.  To  a  general  leading  the  armies  of  Britain — 
to  an  admiral  bearing  her  thunders  over  the  seas,  the  plea  of 
necessity  might  be  indulged,  if  the  wants  of  those  were  to  be  sup- 
plied whose  blood  had  been  spilt  in  the  service  <^  their  country ; 
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but  bis  "  stale  neceattty,  grand,  magnanimouB,  and  all-com- 
manding,  went  hand  in  hand  with  honour,  if  not  with  use  ;  it 
went  forth  with  our  arms,  when  the  hero  could  plume  himself^ 
like  the  imperial  eagle  on  his  nest,  uDaasailable  I — and,  amidst 
his  fair  successes,  look  dowu  in  justified  disdain  oa  any  malevo- 
lent challenge  of  minute  error ;  his  fame  as  firm  as  the  rock, 
which,  from  his  defence,  all  the  enemy  had  battered  in  Tain  •" 

On  the  business  of  the  treaty  of  Chunsr,  which  succeeded  the 
acceptance  of  this  bribe,  Mr.  Sheridan  was  equally  perspicuous 
and  equally  severe.  It  was  a  proceeding,  he  observed,  which,  as 
it  had  its  beginning  in  corruption,  had  its  continuance  in  fraud, 
and  its  end  in  violence.  The  first  proposition  of  the  nabob,  after 
his  recent  liberality,  was,  that  the  anny  should  be  removed,  and 
all  the  English  recalled  from  his  dominions.  The  bribe  which 
he  had  given  was  the  obvious  price  of  their  removal.  He  felt 
the  weight  of  their  oppression : — he  knew,  to  speak  his  own  lan- 
guage, "  that  when  the  English  staid,  they  staid  to  ask  for  some- 
thing." Though  their  predecessors  had  exhausted  the  revenue; 
—though  they  had  shaken  the  tree  until  nothing  remained  upon 
its  leafiest  branches,  yet  a  new  flight  was  on  the  wing  to  watch 
the  first  buddingt  of  its  prosperity,  and  to  nip  every  promise  of 
future  luxuriance. 

To  this  demand  Mr.  Hastings  had  promised  to  accede,  and  to 
recal  every  Engli^man  from  the  province  ;  but  by  an  evasion 
which  Mr.  Middleton  disclosed  with  so  much  difiiculty  to  their 
lordships  on  the  last  day  of  his  appearance,  the  promise  was 
virtually  recalled.  No  orders  were  afterwards  given  for  the 
establishment  of  Englbhmen  in  the  province,  but  recommenda- 
Hona  of  the  same  efiect  with  Mr.  Middleton  and  the  vizier  were 
-  sent,  and  the  practice  continued.  In  the  agreement  respecting 
the  resumption  of  the  Jaghires,  the  nabob  had  been  duped  by  a 
similar  deception.  He  had  demanded  and  obtained  leave  to  re- 
sume those  of  certain  individuals.  Mr.  Hastings,  however, 
defeated  the  permission  by  making  the  order  general ;  knowing 
that  there  were  some  favourites  of  the  nabob  whom  he  could  by 
no  means  be  brought  to  dispossess.  Sui^  was  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  not  in  the  moment  of  cold  or  crafty  pcdicy,  but 
in  the  hour  of  confidence  and  the  effervesc^ice  of  his  gratitude 
for  the  favour  he  had  just  rec^ved.  Soaring  above  every  com- 
moD  feeling,  he  could  deceive  the  man  to  whose  libnality  he 
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stood  indebted — even  his  gratitude  was  perilous ;  and  a  danger 
actually  awaited  on  the  return  wliich  he  was  to  make  to  an  effu- 
sion of  generosity ! 

The  transaclions  in  which  Sir  Elijali  Impey  boie  a  share,  and 
the  tenor  of  bis  evidence,  were  the  next  objects  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
animadversion.  The  late  chief-justice  of  Bengal,  he  remarked, 
had  repeatedly  stated,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  left  Calcutta  with 
ttpo  resources  in  hb  view — those  of  Benares  and  of  Oude.  It 
appeared,  however,  from  every  circumstaDce,  that  the  latter  re- 
source was  never  in  Jiis  contemplation,  until  the  insurrection  in 
Benares,  terminating  in  the  capture  of  Bedjegur,  had  destroyed 
all  his  hopes  in  that  province.  At  that  instant  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  fertile  in  resources,  fixed  itself  on  the  treasures  of  the 
Begums,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  dispatched  to  collect  ma- 
terials for  their  criminatioQ.  "  But  I  have  ever  thought,"  said 
Mr.  Sheridan,  "  the  selection  of  such  a  personage,  for  such  a 
purpose,  one  of  the  greatest  aggravations  of  the  guilt  of  Mr. 
Hastings."  That  be,  the  purity  of  whose  character  should  have 
influenced  his  conduct,  even  in  his  most  domestic  retirements— 
that  be,  who,  if  consulting  the  dignity  of  British  justice,  should 
have  remained  as  stationary  as  bis  court  in  Calcutta : — that  such 
a  man  should  be  called  to  travel  600  miles  for  the  transactions  of 
such  a  business,  was  a  deviation  without  a  plea,  and  a  degrada- 
tion without  example.  This,  however,  was  in  some  degree  a 
question  to  be  abstracted  for  the  consideration  of  those  who 
adorned  and  illumined  the  seats  of  justice  in  Britain,  and  the 
purity  of  whose  character  precluded  the  necessity  of  any  further 
observations  on  so  different  a  conduct. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had 
delivered  his  evidence,  it  required  same  observation,  though 
made  without  imputing  to  that  gentleman  the  smallest  culpability. 
Sir  Klijah  had  admitted,  that  in  giving  his  evidence  he  had 
never  answered  without  looking  equally  to  the  probability  and 
the  consequences  of  the  fact  in  question.  Sometimes  he  had  even 
admitted  circumstances  of  which  be  had  no  recollection  beyond 
the  mere  probability  that  they  had  taken  place.  By  consulting 
in  this  manner  what  was  probable,  and  the  contrary,  be  might 
certainly  have  corrected  his  memory  at  times,  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
said  he  would  accept  that  mode  of  giving  his  testimony,  provided 
that  the  inverse  of  the  propontion  might  also  have  fdace,  and 
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thftt  where  a  circumstaoce  wks  improbable,  a  similar  d^ree  of 
credit  might  be  subtracted  taxax  the  testimooy  of  the  wituess. 
Five  timea  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  twice  in  that  court,  for 
instance,  had  Sir  Elijah  Impey  borne  testimony  that  a  rebellioo 
was  raging  at  Fyeabad  at  the  time  of  his  journey  to  Luckoow. 
Yet,  CO  the  eighth  examination,  he  had  contradicted  all  the 
former,  and  declared,  that  what  he  meant  was,  that  the  rebellian 
had  been  raging,  and  the  country  was  then  in  some  d^ree 
restored  to  quiet.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  former  erroiw 
were,  that  be  had  forgotten  a  letter  receiTed&om  Mr.  Hastings, 
informing  him  that  the  rebellion  was  quelled,  and  that  be  had 
also  fijrgotten  bis  own  proposition  of  traTelling  through  Fyzabad 
to  Lucknow.  With  respect  to  the  letter  nothing  could  be  said, 
as  it  was  not  in  evidence;  but  the  other  obserratioD  would 
scarcely  be  admitted,  when  it  was  recollected  that  in  the  bouse 
of  commons  Sir  £Iijah  Impey  had  declared  that  it  was  his  pro- 
posal to  travel  through  Fyzabad,  which  had  originally  brought 
forth  the  ii^ormation  that  the  way  was  obstructed  by  the  rebd- 
lion ! — From  this  informatioQ  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  gone  by  the 
way  of  Iltyabad ;  but  what  was  yet  more  singular  was,  that  on 
hii  returo  he  would  again  have  returned  by  the  way  of  Fyzabad, 
if  he  had  not  been  again  informed  of  the  danger ;  so  that  bad  it 
not  been  for  these  friendly  infisrmations,  the  chief  justice  would 
have  run  plump  into  the  very  focos  of  the  rebellion  ( — There 
were  two  cireumstances,  however,  worthy  of  remark :  the  first 
wae,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  should,  when  charged  with  so  dang«-- 
ous  a  commission  as  that  of  procuring  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
Begums  had  meditated  the  expulsion  of  their  aoa '  from  the 
throne,  and  of  the  English  from  Bengal,  twice  intend  to  pass 
through  the  city  of  their  residence. 

"  This  giddy  chief-justice,"  said  Mr,  Sheridan,  '*  disregards 
business.  He  wants  to  see  the  country:  like  some  innocent 
school-boy,  be  takes  the  primrose  path,  and  amuses  himself  as 
he  goes :  he  thinks  not  that  his  errand  is  on  danger  and  death  ; 
and  that  hit  party  ot  pleamre  eudt  in  loading  others  with  ircMc" 
When  at  Lucknow,  he  never  mentions  the  affidavits  to  tbs 
nabob ; — no,  he  is  too  polite ;— he  never  talks  of  them  to  Mr. 
Hastings— out  of  politeness  too.  A  master  of  eeremoniet  in 
justice !  When  examined  at  the  bar,  he  said, — be  imaginea 
there  must  have  been  a  «twm  tnterpre^,  from  the  looks  ai  the 
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DUUMger.  How  I  looked,  Heaven  knows,  said  Mr.  Sheridui, 
but  Buch  a  phyriognomist  there  is  no  escapiiig.  He  sees  a  sworn 
interpreter  in  my  looks ; — he  sees  the  manner  of  taking  on  oath 
in  my  looks !— 4ie  sees  the  Bason  and  the  Ganges  in  my  looks  ! 
As  for  himself,  he  only  looks  at  the  tope  and  hottonu  of  affi- 
davits !  Id  seven  years  he  takes  care  never  to  look  at  these 
swearings ;  and  then  goes  home  one  night,  and  undoes  the  whole ; 
though,  when  he  baa  seen  them.  Sir  Elijah  seems  to  know  less 
about  them  than  when  be  had  not. 

The  second  circumstance  worthy  of  observation  was,  that  if  a 
conclusion  could  be  formed  from  a  cloud  of  circumstances,  tbe 
inference  on  this  occasion  would  undoubtedly  be,  that  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  was  dissuaded,  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton, 
from  passing  by  the  way  of  Fyzabad,  as  well  knowing,  that  if, 
as  a  friend  to  Mr.  Hastings,  he  were  to  approach  the  Begums, 
he  would  be  convinced,  by  his  reception,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  foreign  from  the  truth  than  the  idea  of  their  supposed  dis- 
affecti<Hi.  It  was  ako  observable  that  Sir  E^lijali  Impey,  at 
Lucknow,  taking  evidence  in  the  face  of  day  in  support  of  this 
charge  of  rebellion  against  the-  Bourns,  when  otrnversing  with 
the  nabob  and  his  minister,  heard  not  a  single  wwd  from  either 
of  a  rebellion  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  dethrone  the  nabob, 
and  to  change  the  government  of  his  dominioas ! — And  equally 
unaccountable  it  appeared  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  had 
advised  tbe  taking  of  those  affidavits  for  the  safety  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, bad  never  read  them  at  the  time  for  tbe  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  they  were  sufficient  for  tbe  purpose,  or  the  contrary  ! — 
After  so  long  a  reserve,  however,  and  after  declaring  on  oath 
that  he  thought  it  unnecessary,  the  next  step  taken  by  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  was  to  read  the  affidavits,  as,  however  late,  they 
might  contribute  something  to  bis  information.  He  bad  been 
led  to  this  study,  by  bis  own  allegation,  from  having  been  mis- 
led  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  one  of  the  managers  oa  tbe  part  of  the 
commons,  who,  by  looking  at  a  book  which  he  held  in  his  band, 
hod  persuaded  him  to  declare  that  a  swont  interpreter  was  pre- 
sent oiv  the  receiving  of  tiiose  affidavits ; — that  Major  Davy  was 
present  for  that  purpose ; — and  that  whoever  it  was,  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  ; — when  it  was 
actually  in  evidence  that  do  interpreter  whatsoever  was  present. 
Now,  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  how  I,  by  merely  looking  into  a  book, 
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could  irUiinate  the  presence  of  an  interpreter ;  could  inctdcate 
the  assiBtaDce  of  Major  Davy  ;  and  could  also  look  the  satisfac- 
tion conceived  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;  are  questions  .which  I 
believe  that  gentleman  alone  is  able  to  determine  ! 

He  should  admit,  however,  be  said,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
bad  not  strictly  attended  to  forms  on  the  occasion  of  taking 
those  affidavits ;  that  he  had  merely  directed  the  Bible  to  be 
given  to  the  vhites,  and  the  Koran  to  the  blacks,  and  bad 
packed  up  in  his  wallet  the  returns  of  both  without  any  further 
inquiry ;  or  that  he  had  glanced  over  them  in  India,  having 
previously  cut  off  all  communication  between  his  eye  and  bis 
mind,  80  that  no  consciousness  was  transferred  from  the  formor 
to  the  latter ;  and  that  he  had  read  them  in  England,  if  poe- 
uhle,  with  leas  information  :  however  strange  these  circumstances 
might  be,  he  would  admit  them  all ; — he  would  even  admit  that 
the  affidavits  were  legally  and  properly  taken,  and  yet  would 
prove  that  those  affidavits  were  not  sufficient  to  sustain  any  one 
point  of  criminality  against  those  who  were  the  subjects  of  the 
present  charge. 

After  some  brief  observations  on  some  parts  of  the  affidavits, 
particularly  on  those  of  a  native  officer,  who,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
observed,  gave  a  specimen  of  platoon  firing  in  his  evidence  by 
giving  three  affidavits  in  one  day;*  he  concluded  with  observ. 
ing,  that  as  it  would  tend  very  much  to  abbreviate  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  present  charge,  to  enter  more  largely  into  the  ten- 
dency of  those  affidavits,  he  should  therefore  make  a  pause  for 
the  present,  and  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of  tbeir 
lordships  more  particularly  to  this  point  on  the  ensuing  day. 

At  half 'pott  fottr  o'etock  the  court  adjowiied  to  Frtday  next. 


Fhidat,  Jdnb  6. 

Tliie  eotKTt  being  tealeijil  haif-patt  taelvr,  tfftrr  a  tiuartpmue, 

Mb.  Sheridan  resumed  his  speech,  by  expressing  his  satis* 

faction  that,  in  the  interval  of  the  adjournment,  the  remaining 

part  of  the  evidence,  &c.  had  been  printed  and  laid  before  their 

lordships ; — as  it  was  the  wish  of  the  managers  that  every  docu- 

■  "  He  had  sworo  ODce — then  again — and  made  nothiog  of  it :  then  comes 
he,  with  another,  sod  (wears  a  third  time— aod  in  compony  doe*  better.  Sm- 
glt'handtd  be  can  do  nothing — but  ancceeds  by  plaloim  iweariitg  and  votttj/t  ((f 
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ment  should  be  before  the  court  at  the  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
detennining  with  more  accuracy  whether  thejr  bad  or  had  not 
borne  out  the  charges  which  they  presented. 

Recurring  then  to  the  affidavits  taken  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
at  Lucknow,  they  formed,  be  observed,  a  material  article  in  the 
defence  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  on  the  decinon  of  their  lordships 
respecting  the  weight  of  the  allegations  which  they  contained,  a 
great  part  of  this  question  would  finally  depend.  With  respect 
to  one  part  of  the  charge  made  on  the  Begums, — their  having 
shown  an  uniform  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  British  government, 
— it  bad  not  only  failed,  but  it  was  absolutely  abandoned  by  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner,  as  not  being  supported  by  a  tittle  of 
evidence.  In  deciding  on  the  other  parts  of  this  charge,  their 
having  committed  an  overt-act  of  rebellion,  their  having  inflamed 
the  Jaghirdars,  and  excited  the  discontents  in  Oude,  their  lord- 
ships were  to  consider  the  situation  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  stood 
at  the  time  these  charges  were  made.  Having  failed  in  his 
attempt  at  Benares,  his  mind  was  entirely  directed  to  the  trea- 
sures of  the  Begums.  He  knew  that  such  was  the  situation  into 
which  be  had  plunged  the  affairs  of  the  company,  that  be 
could  not  address  his  venal  masters,  unless  some  treasure  was 
found.  He  had,  tho^efore,  stood  forward  as  an  accuser,  where 
he  was  also  to  preside  as  a  judge ;  —and  with  much  caution 
should  that  judge  be  beard  who  has  apparently  a  profit  on  the 
conviction  and  an  interest  in  the  condemnation  of  the  party 
to  be  tried.  He  would  not  from  this  infer,  however,  that  the 
charge  was  groundless;  but  he  would  argue,  that  until  fully 
proved,  it  should  not  meet  with  implicit  credit.  It  was  obvious 
also  that  the  attempt  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  Begums  to 
dethrone  the  nabob  and  extirpate  the  English  was  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable ;  but  he  would  not  infer  from  thence,  that  it 
was  impossible ;  there  is  in  human  nature  a  perverse  propensity 
to  evil,  which  had  sometimes  caused  the  perpretation  of  bad 
acts  without  any  obvious  gratification  resulting  to  the  perpe- 
trator. All  he  should  claim,  therefore,  was,  that  the  accusations 
brought  by  Mr.  Hastings  against  the  B^ums  should  undergo 
a  candid  examination,  and  that  probable  evidence,  at  least, 
should  be  brought  to  the  support  of  charges  in  themselves 
improbable. 

Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  defence,  bad  complained  that  his  prose- 
VOL-  I.  c   c  I  -  } 


386  SPEECHES  OF   THE  [jUNB  6, 

cutor  had  attempted  to  blacken  these  affidavits  as  rash,  irr^u. 
lar,  and  irrerelant ;  when  they  had  been  authenticated  by  the 
presence  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  as  he  also  observed,  being 
taken  in  an  inquiry  directed  solely  to  establish  the  guilt  of 
Cheit  Sing,  they  were  merely  ao  accessary  evidence  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  and  were  therefore  less  liable  to  suspicion.  The  rea- 
soning, in  this  last  instance,  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  would 
undoubtedly  be  good; — but  the  assertion,  that  the  inquiries 
were  exclusivdy  directed  to  the  crimination  of  Cheit  Sing,  had 
be«i  proved  an  absolute  falsehood,  as  they  were  really  intended 
to  justify  what  was  afterwards  to  be  done.  With  respect  to  the 
epithets  bestowed  on  those  affidavits  by  his  honourable  friend, 
the  truth  would  best  appear  from  a  review  of  their  contents. 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  affidavits  seve- 
rally, as  far  as  they  related  to  charges  against  the  Begums. 
Those  of  the  Jemmadars,  or  native  subaltern  officers,  contained 
nothing,  it  appeared,  but  vague  rumour  and  improbable  sur- 
mise. 

One  deponent,  who  was  a  black  officer  in  one  of  our  regiments 
of  sepoys,  stated,  that  having  a  considerable  number  of  people 
as  hostages  in  a  fort  where  he  commanded,  and  who  had  been 
sent  thither  by  Colonel  Hannay,  the  country  people  got  round 
the  fort,  and  demanded  that  they  should  be  delivered  up  ; — but 
instead  of  complying  with  their  request,  h%  put  almost  twedty 
of  tbem  to  death  :  he  afterwards  threw  down  some  of  the  battle- 
ments of  the  fort,  and  killed  four  more  of  the  hostages ;  and,  on 
another  day,  the  heads  of  eighteen  more  were  struck  off,  and 
among  them  the  head  of  a  great  rajah  of  the  country,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Hannay.  The  people  around  were  enraged  at  this 
execution,  and  crowded  about  the  fort;  some  of  them  were 
heard  to  say,  that  the  Begems  had  offered  a  reward  of  1000 
rupees  for  the  head  of  every  European ;  100  for  the  head  of 
every  sepoy  officer;  and  10  for  the  head  of  a  common  sepoy. 
But  it  appeared  afterwards,  pretty  clearly,  that  no  such  rewards 
bad,  in  reality,  been  offered ;  for  when  Captain  Gordon's  de- 
tachment took  the  field,  the  people  who  surrounded  him  tiJd 
him,  that  if  he  would  deliver  up  his  arms  and  his  baggage,  tliey 
wotdd  let  him  and  his  men  continue  their  route  unmolested ;  so 
little  were  they  disposed  to  enrich  themselves  by  the  slau^t«- 
of  the  British  forces,  that  when  Captain  Gordon's  detachment 
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was  reduced,  by  desertion,  to  t«n  men,  and  when  the  slaughter 
or  capture  of  them  would  have  been  of  course  a  work  of  very 
little  difficulty,  the  country  people  remained  satisfied  with  the 
dispersion  of  the  detachment,  and  then  returned  to  their  homes, 
without  attempting  to  attack  the  poor  remains  of  that  detach* 
ment — the  ten  men  who  continued  with  Captain  Gbrdon.  That 
gentleman,  in  his  affidavit,  avppoaed  the  Begums  to  have  encou- 
raged the  country  people  to  rise,  because  when  he  arrived  at  the 
bank  of  the  river  Saunda  Nutta,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  which 
stands  the  town  of  Saunda,  the  fowzdar,  or  governor,  who 
commanded  there  for  tbe  Bguj  Begum,  in  whose  jaghire  the 
town  lay,  did  not  irutantly  send  boats  to  carry  him  and  his  men 
over  the  river ;  and  because  the  fowzdar  pointed  two  or  three 
guns  across  the  river.  Now,  admitting  both  these  facts  to  be 
true,  they  could  not  affect  the  Begums ;  for  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  fowzdar  to  be  on  bis  guard,  and  not  to  let  troops  into  his 
fort  until  he  knew  for  what  purpose  they  appeared  before  it. 
In  the  next  place,  there  was  nothing  in  the  affidavit  which  indi- 
cated that  the  guns  were  pointed  against  Captain  Gordon  and 
hie  men ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  possible  that  these  guns  had 
made  that  gentleman's  pursuers  diqierse ;  for  it  was  rather  re- 
markable, that  they  should  pursue  him  whilst  he  was  in  force, 
and  should  give  over  the  pursuit  when,  by  the  desertion  of  his 
soldiers,  his  detachment  was  reduced  to  ten  men.  However, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  cause  of  their  dispersion,  Captain 
Gordon  at  length  got  across  the  river,  and  found  himself  in  a 
place  of  safety  as  soon  as  be  got  into  a  town  that  was  under  the 
authority  of  the  Begums,  who  caused  him  to  be  sent  aft^wards, 
under  a  protecting  guard,  to  Colonel  Hannay.  This  circum- 
stance was  suppressed  in  the  affidavit  made  afterwards  by  Cap* 
tain  Gordon ;  &ir  what  purpose  it  was  not  for  him  to  judge. 

Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  the  minister  of  the  nabob,  though  swearing 
both  to  rumour  and  to  fact,  could  motion  no  particulars  of  an 
insurrection  which  was  to  have  dethroned  his  sovereign.  Nor 
was  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Hannay  and  the  other  Rnglish  of- 
ficers more  conclusive:  loud  su^icitxis  appeared  to  have  been 
propagated  at  a  time  of  general  disturbance,  and  when  the 
flames  of  war  were  raging  in  the  neighbouring  province  of  Be* 
nares.  Mr.  Middleton,  thou^  swearing  after  he  had  received 
his  final  orders  from  Mr.  Hastings  respecting  the  seizure  of  the 
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treasures,  could  only  say,  that  be  believed  the  B^ums  had  given 
couQteDaoce  to  the  rebels,  and,  he  had  heard,  eome  aid.  The 
whole  of  the  depositions,  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  were  bo  futile, 
that  were  they  defended  in  an  inferior  court  of  justice,  he  ws> 
convinced  he  should  be  forbidden  to  reply,  and  ti^d  that  he  was 
combating  with  that  which  was  nothing ! 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  charge,  the  rebeUion  of 
the  Begums,  he  could  find  no  trace  of  any  such  transaction. 

"  The  best  antiquarian  io  our  Society,"  said  Mr.  SheridaD, 
"  would  be,  after  all,  never  the  wiser  ! — Let  him  look  where  he 
would,  where  can  he  find  any  vestige  of  battle,  or  a  single  blow  p 
In  this  rebellion,  there  is  no  soldier,  neither  horse  nor  foot :  not 
a  man  is  known  fighting :  no  office.order  survives,  not  ao  ex- 
press is  to  be  seen.  This  great  rebellion,  as  notorious  as  our 
forty-five,  passed  away — unnatural,  but  not  raging — h^infdng 
in  nothing — and  ending,  no  doubt,  just  as  it  b^an  ! 

"  If  rebellion,  my  lords,  can  thus  engender  unseen,  it  is  time 
for  us  to  look  about.  What  hitherto  has  been  dramatic  may  be- 
come hUtoricat; — Knigbtsbridge  may  at  this  moment  be  in- 
vested ;  and  all  that  is  left  us,  nothing  but  the  forlorn  hope  of 
being  dealt  with,  according  to  the  statute,  by  the  sound  of  the 
Riot  Act,  and  the  sight,  if  it  can  be,  of  another  Elijah  !" 

The  counsel  had  thought  proper  to  dwell  for  a  time  on  the 
nabob's  going  to  Fyzabad,  on  his  return  from  Ghunar,  attended 
by  a  guard  of  2,000  men.  Mr.  Middleton  being  asked,  whether 
these  men  were  well-appointed,  though  on  another  occasion  he  had 
declared  himself  no  military  man,  caught  in  the  instant  &gieam  of 
martial  memory,  and  answered  in  the  afiirmative.  The  contrary, 
however,  was  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Captain  Edwards,  who 
attended  the  nabob  as  his  aide-de-camp,  and  also  that  those  troops 
were  actually  mutinous  for  their  pay,  who  were  then  taken  to  slop 
the  progress  of  disaffection  i  Yet  he  would  agree  to  all  that  the 
counsel  required ; — he  would  6u£fer  the  whole  2,000  men  to  otter 
full  trot  into  the  city  of  Fysabad,  '*  whilst  Middlettxi  stood  by 
out  of  his  wits,  with  a  gleam  of  martial  memory ;  and  whilst  Sir 
fllijah,  like  a  man  going  to  learn  fashions,  or  freedom  in  Eng- 
land, takes  a  sportive  tour,  as  smooth  and  well-beaten  as  Otd 
Brentford ;"'  for  Captain  Edwards  had  fully  proved  that  it  waa 
merely  the  usual  guard  of  the  nabob.  It  would  therefore  have 
been  disrespectful  to  have  gone  with  less  attendance;  he  oould 
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have  no  motive  for  going  incog,  unless  he  might  have  intended 
to  make  himself  a  perfect  match  for  the  insurrection,  which  was 
also  incog.,  or  thought  that  a  rebellion  without  an  army  would 
be  most  properly  subdued  by  a  prince  without  a  guard. 

Another  supposed  proof  of  the  disaffection  of  the  Begums  was 
brought,  by  alleging,  that  1,000  Nudjiea  had  been  raised  at  Fy- 
zabad,  and  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Cheit  Sing ;  and  this  for  no 
other  reason  than  a  detadiment  of  the  same  number  being  in  the 
list  of  the  forces  of  the  rajah  !  This  single  circumstance  was 
taken  as  full  and  complete  evidence  of  the  identity  of  those 
troops.  It  was  no  matter  that  the  officer  second  in  command 
with  Cheit  Sing  had  sworn  that  the  detachment  came  from 
Lucknow,  and  not  from  Fyzabad ; — this  Mr.  Hastings  would 
have  to  be  a  trifling  mistake  of  one  capital  for  another !  The 
same  ofiicer,  however,  had  also  deposed,  that  the  troops  were  of 
a  different  description ;  those  of  the  Begum  being  swordsmen, 
and  those  in  the  service  of  the  rajah,  matchlockmen.  The  in- 
ference to  be  made,  therefore,  undoubtedly  was,  that  the  detach- 
ment did  actually  come  from  Lucknow ;  not  sent,  perhaps,  by 
the  nabob,  but  by  some  of  the  Jaghirdars,  his  favourites,  who 
had  abundant  power  for  that  purpose,  and  whose  aversion  to  the 
Knglish  had  always  been  avowed.  The  name  of  Sadib  Ally, 
his  half-brother,  had  been  mentioned  as  being  highly  criminal 
in  these  transactions ; — but  to  the  question,  why  was  he  not 
punished  P  Sir  Klijah  Impey  had  given  the  best  answer  at  the 
bar,  by  informing  their  lordships  that  Sadib  Ally  was  miserably 
poor  !  He  had,  therefore,  found  protection  in  his  poverty,  and 
safety  in  his  insolvency.  Every  common  maxim  of  judging  on 
such  occasions  was  certain  to  be  overturned  by  Mr.  Hastings. 
It  was  generally  supposed  that  the  needy  were  the  most  daring; 
and  that  necessity  was  the  strongest  atimiUus  to  innovation ;  but 
the  governor-general,  inverting  this  proposition,  had  laid  it  down 
as  an  axiom,  that  the  actions  of  the  poor  were  sufliciently  punished 
by  contempt ;  that  the  guilt  of  an  offender  should  increase  in  a 
precise  ratio  with  his  wealth ;  and  that,  in  fine,  where  there  was 
no  treasure,  there  could  undoubtedly  be  no  treason! 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  read  the  letter  of  the  Begum  *  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, complaining  of  the  suspicions  which  had  been  so  unjustly 

•  The  letter  was  as  follone: — "ThediaturbsnceB  of  Colonel  Haonayaiid  Mr, 
Gardon  were  made  a  pretence  Tor  seizing  my  jaghire.    The  stale  of  the  mat- 
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raised  of  her  cooduct;  and  referring  toCaptaioGordoD,  wbo  could 
testify  her  innocence.  He  also  read  the  letter  of  Captain  Gndon 
to  the  Be^m,*  thanking  her  for  her  lutettenace,  and  acknow- 
ledging that  he  owed  hia  life  to  her  bounty.    It  had  been  aaked. 


ter  U  tbia :— When  Colonel  HaoDa^  was,  by  Mr.  Hutings,  ordered  to  march 
to  Benares  during  Uie  tronbles  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  colonel,  toho  had  pbndrrtd 
the  whoh  eowt/ry,  wai  iwcopable  i^f  proeMding,  from  tht  mnois  of  tkmaoMdi  iff 
Zemimdan,  tcAo  had  tUtd  Ihi*  faoottrahU  opporhmty;  they  hairaaaed  Hr. 
Gordon  near  Junivud,  and  the  Zamiudars  ofthatplaceand  Acbnpore  oppoaed 
his  marcli  from  thence,  till  be  arrived  near  Sannda.  As  the  Sannda  Natta, 
from  its  overflowing,  was  difficalt  to  cross  without  a  boat,  Mr.  Gordon  sent 
to  the  fowzdar  to  supply  him:  he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  in  the  river;  but 
would  assist  him,  according  to  orders,  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Gordon's 
situation  wonld  not  admit  of  his  waiting;  he  forded  the  Nntta  upon  his  ele- 
phant, and  was  hospitably  received  and  entertained  by  the  fowidar  fbr  six 
days.  In  the  meantime,  a  letter  was  received  by  mo  from  Ccdone]  H«nnay, 
desiring  me  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.  As  my  friendship  for  tbe 
English  was  always  siocere,  I  readily  complied,  and  sent  some  companies  of 
Nejeebs  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon  and  all  his  effects  to  Fyzabad :  where,  haviiig 
provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  jonction  with  Colonel  Hannay. 
Tlie  letters  of  thanks  received  fhnn  both  these  gentlemen,  upon  this  occa«ot>, 
are  still  in  my  passeasian;  copies  of  which  I  gave  in  charge  to  Major  Gilpia. 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middleton,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  the  gov^- 
nor-general.  To  be  brief,  those  who  have  loaded  me  with  accusations,  ore 
KotD  clearly  eomncled  of  falsehood.  But  is  it  not  extraordinary,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  justness  of  my  canse,  nobody  relieves  my  misfortunes.'  My 
prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  heaven  for  your  arrival;  report  has 
announced  it,  for  which  reason  I  have  taken  Dp  the  pen,  and  request  yon  will 
not  place  implicit  confidence  in  my  accosers ;  but,  weighing  in  the  scale  of 
justice  fkeiT  faltehoodt  and  n^  reprfKnlalioiu,  you  will  eiert  your  influence  in 
putting  a  period  to  the  misfortunes  with  which  I  am  overwhelmed." — Here 
Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  the  plain  and  simple  language  of  truth  gave  to 
the  representations  of  the  Begum  an  Herculean  force — her  complaints  were 
eloquence;  her  supplications  persuasion,  and  her  remonstrances  conviction. 

*  The  letter  was  follows . — "  Begum  Saib,  of  exited  dignity,  generoaity. 
See.  whom  God  preserve. 

"  After  presenting  the  usnal  compliments  of  servitude,  &c.  in  the  cottomary 
manner,  my  address  is  presented. 

"  Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your  servant  from  Goon- 
dab,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents,  I  became  unspealiably  impressed  with 
the  honour  it  conferred.  May  the  Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity,  and 
bestow  happiness,  increase  of  wealth,  and  prosperity. 

"  Theiee(fart  of  your  itrroni  Urnlirtb/  owing  lo  ywtr  fmnmi  and  bemmoltnet, 
SfC.  SfC." 
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with  an  air  of  triumpti,  why  Captain  Gordon  was  not  called  to 
that  bar  ?  He  had  answered  then  oa  now,  that  be  would  not  call 
on  a  man  who,  in  his  affidavit,  had  suppreued  all  mention  of  this 
important  transaction.  He  trusted,  that  if  ever  he  saw  hici  at 
that  bar,  he  should  witness  a  contrite  zeal  to  do  away  the  effects 
of  that  silence,  and  behold  a  penitential  tear  for  the  part  he  had 
then  taken.  He  hoped,  however,  for  the  honour  of  human  na- 
ture, that  Captain  Gordon  was  then  under  a  delusion  ;  and  that 
he  was  led  on  by  Mr.  Middleton,  who  was  well  informed  of  the 
business,  to  act  a  part  of  which  he  did  not  know  the  c<Hise- 
quences.  Every  feeling  of  humanity  recoiled  from  the  transac- 
tion  taken  in  any  other  point  of  view.  It  was  difficult  to  imagine 
that  any  man  could  say  to  a  benefactor,  "  The  breath  that  I 
now  draw,  next  to  heaven,  I  owe  to  you ;  my  existence  is  an  ema- 
nation from  your  bounty  ;  I  am  indebted  to  you  beyond  all  pos- 
sibility of  return,  and,  therefore,  my  gratitude  shall  be  your  de- 
etruclion.'"  '. 

The  original  letters  on  this  occasion  from  Colonel  Hannay  and 
Captain  Gordon  to  the  B^um,  had  been  transmitted  by  h^, 
through  Major  Gilpin,  to  Mr.  Middleton,  for  the  purpoBe  of  be> 
ing  shown  to  Mr.  Hasdnga ;  but  the  leaves  were  torn  from  Mr. 
Middleton''8  letter-book  in  the  place  where  they  should  have  ap- 
peared. When  examined  on  this  subject,  he  said,  that  he  had 
deposited  Persian  copies  of  those  letters  in  the  office  at  Lucknov, 
but  that  he  did  not  bring  translations  with  him  to  Calcutta,  be- 
cause he  left  Lucknow  the  very  day  after  he  had  received  the 
originals.  This  excuse,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  could  boldly  as- 
sert, was  Bi^t  and  decided  perjury!*  It  could  be  proved  by 
corresponding  debates,  that  Middleton  had  received  those  letters 
at  least  a  month  before  he  left  Lucknow.    He  departed  from  that 

*  In  this  erideuce,  Mr.  Sheridan  Mtid  in  expreaa  temiB,  "  there  apmared 
flat  pcrjnry  I— enormity,  if  it  was  so,  beyond  &II  etp«ctation,  made  manifest 
by  that  power,  to  whose  nod  all  creatares  most  bend — to  whom  nothing,  in 
the  whole  system  of  thongbt  or  action,  is  impouible ;— who  can  invigorate  the 
ann  of  infancy  with  a  giant's  nerve — who  can  bring  light  out  of  darkness,  sod 
good  out  of  evil— can  nve  the  conGoes  of  hidden  miichief,  and  drag  forth  each 
minister  of  guilt  from  amidst  his  deeds  of  duknesB  and  disoaterj  reioctant, 
alasl  and  nnrepenting; — to  exemplify,  at  least,  if  not  atone  j  and  to  qualify 
any  casual  sufferings  of  innocence  by  the  final  doom  of  its  oppressor : — to 
prove  there  are  the  never-biling  corrections  of  God,  to  make  strait  the  obli- 
quity of  man." 
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city  on  the  17th  of  October ;  but  must  have  received  those  let- 
ten  before  the  30th  of  the  preceding  mooth.  He  was,  therefim^ 
well  aware  of  the  purity  of  those  id  whose  oppressioo  he  was  en- 
gaged ;  he  knew  that  thdr  attachment  was  fully  proved  at  the 
very  time  they  were  charged  with  disaffection ;  but  as  their  pu- 
nishment was  predetermined,  he,  in  concert  with  his  principal, 
found  it  necessary  to  suppress  the  testimonials  of  their  innocence- 
This  ma»B  of  fraud  and  cruelty,  covered  as  it  had  been  by  every 
art  which  the  vile  agents  could  devise,  was  now  bared  to  the  view 
by  the  aid  of  that  Power  who  can  give  a  ffianfs  nerve  even  to  an 
infant  arm.  The  injured  sufferers,  with  tears  more  powerful 
than  argument,  and  with  sighs  more  impressive  than  eloquence, 
supplicated  their  lordsMps"  justice,  and  called  for  that  retribu- 
tion which  should  alight  on  the  detested  but  unrepenting  autbt^ 
of  their  wrongs. 

The  benevolent  interference  of  the  Begum  in  favour  of  C^ 
tain  Qordon,  had  been  assigned  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  defence, 
to  her  intelligence  of  the  successes  of  the  English  at  that  period. 
That  this  allegation  was  founded  in  manifest  falsehood,  could 
very  easily  be  proved.  The  only  success  which  the  British  forces 
at  that  time  met  with,  was  that  of  Colond  Blair,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  but  where  he  himself  acknowledged  that  another  vie* 
tory  gained  at  such  a  loss,  would  be  equal  to  a  defeat.  The  re- 
ports spread  around  the  country  at  the  time,  were  of  the  most 
unfavourable  cast— that  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  slain  at  Benares, 
and  that  the  English  were  everywhere  routed.  These  reports,  it 
was  to  be  remarked,  were  of  infinitely  more  consequence  to  the 
present  argument  than  the  facts  which  really  occurred ;  but  if 
any  doubt  remained  on  the  mind  of  any  man,  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  recur  to  a  never-failing  evidence,  in  that  of  Mr.  Hastings 
against  himself.  In  a  letter  to  the  council,  which  was  on  record, 
Mr.  Hastings  acknowledged,  that  from  the  22d  of  August  to  the 
22d  of  September,  which  included,  of  course,  the  time  of  Captain 
Gordon's  liberation,  he  had  been  confined  in  a  situation  of  the 
utmost  hazard — that  his  safety,  during  that  time,  was  extremely 
precarious ;  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  English  were  generally 
thought  to  be  unfavourable  in  the  extreme!  In  his  defence, 
however,  these  admissions  were  totally  forgotten.  There  was 
also  an  observable  inconsistency  in  what  was  there  alleged — that 
Colonel  Hannay  had  written  to  the  Begum  in  the  style  of  sup- 
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plication — because,  in  the  desperate  ntuation  of  affairs,  he  knew 
of  DO  other  which  he  could  adopt ;  and  yet,  in  the  same  sentence> 
it  vas  averred  that  the  Begum  had  procured  the  release  of  Cap- 
tain (Gordon— ^rom  her  knowledge  of  the  prosperous  advances  of 
our  army  >  It  appeared,  therefore,  beytnid  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt,  that  those  princesses  bad  demonstrated  the  firmness  of 
their  attachment  to  the  English,  not  tn  the  moment  of  success — 
not  from  the  impulse  of  fear,  nor  from  the  prospect  of  future 
protection  ; — but  at  a  time  when  the  hoard  of  ctJlected  vengeance 
was  about  to  burst  over  our  heads ;  when  the  measure  of  Euro< 
pean  guilt  in  India  appeared  to  be  completely  filled  by  the  op- 
pressions which  had  just  then  been  exercised  on  the  unfortunate 
Cbeit  Sing ;  and  when  offended  heaven  seemed  to  interfere,  to 
change  the  meek  disposition  of  the  natives, — to  awaken  their  re- 
sentment,— and  to  inspirit  their  revenge. 

The  second  of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  charge  against  the 
Begums,  was  their  having  inflamed  the  Jaghirdars.  It  was  evi- 
dent, however,  even  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Middleton  himself, 
that  no  such  aid  was  wanted  to  awaken  resentments  which  must, 
unavoidably,  have  arisen  from  the  nature  of  the  business.  There 
were  many  powerful  interests  concerned; — the  jaghires  which 
were  depending,  were  of  a  vast  amount ;  and  as  their  owners  by 
the  resumption  would  be  reduced  at  once  to  poverty  and  distress, 
their  own  feelings  were  sufficient  to  produce  every  effect  which 
had  been  described.  It  was  idle,  therefore,  to  ascribe  to  the  Be- 
gums, without  a  shadow  of  proof,  the  inspiring  of  sentiments 
which  must  have  existed  without  their  interference.  "  1  shall 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  court,"  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  on  such 
a  subject,  but  appeal  to  your  lordships,  individually,  to  deter- 
mine whether,  on  a  proposal  being  made  to  confiscate  your  seve- 
ral  estates, — and  the  magnitude  of  the  objects  are  not  very  un- 
equal—the interference  of  any  two  ladies  in  this  kingdom  would 
be  at  all  necessary  to  awaken  your  resentments,  and  to  rouse  you 
to  opposition,"  &c. 

The  discontents  which  prevuled  in  the  province  of  Oude  had 
been  also,  and  with  similar  justice,  attributed  to  these  princesses* 
and  formed  the  third  and  last  article  of  charge  against  them.  But 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  residing  in  that  province ;  the  repeated 
complaints  from  the  natives ;  and  the  acknowledged  rapacity  of 
Colonel  Hannay,  left  no  difficulty  in  tracing  those  discontents  to 
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the  source  whence  they  had  originated.  The  nabob  himself  was 
so  well  convinced  of  the  tyranny  of  Colonel  Hannay,  that  on  a 
proposition  coming  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  send  him  back  into  the 
province,  the  nabob  swore  by  Mahomet,  "  That  if  the  colonel 
was  sent  back,  he  would  quit  the  province  and  come  to  reside 
with  Mr.  Hastings."  The  governor-general,  some  time  after* 
sent  an  apology  fur  the  suggestion ;  but  it  was  then  too  late — 
Colonel  Hannay  was  dead— and  the  province  was  desolate! 

"  Should  a  stranger  survey  the  land  formerly  Sujab  Dowlah'a, 
and  seek  the  cause  of  its  calamity — should  he  ask,  what  mon. 
strous  madness  had  ravaged  thus,  with  wide-spread  war — what 
desolating  foreign  foe — what  disputed  succession — what  religious 
zeal — what  fabled  monster  has  stalked  abroad,  and  with  malice 
and  mortal  enmity  to  man,  has  withered  with  the  gripe  of  death 
every  growth  of  nature  and  humanity — all  the  means  of  delight 
and  each  ori^nal,  simple,  principle  of  bare  existence  F  The  an- 
swer will  be,  if  any  answer  dare  be  given, — '  No,  alas !  not  one  ot 
these  things ! — oo  desolating  foreign  foe .' — nodisputed  succession  ■ 
no  religious  super-serviceable  seal  I  This  damp  of  death  is  the 
mere  effusion  of  British  amity;  we  sink  under  the  pressure  of  their 
support — we  writhe  under  the  gripe  of  their  pestiferous  alliance !' 

"  Thus  they  suffered,  in  barren  anguish  and  ineffectual  bewail- 
ings.  And, '  O  audacious  fallacy !'  says  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hast> 
ings, '  What  cause  was  there  for  any  incidental  ills,  but  their  own 
resistance  P' 

The  cause  was  nature  in  the  first-bom  principles  of  man.  It 
grew  with  his  growth  !  it  strengthened  with  his  strmgth  t  It 
taught  him  to  understand ;  it  enabled  him  to  feel :  for  where 
tba%  is  human  fate,  can  there  be  a  penury  of  human  feeling  P 
Where  there  is  injury,  will  there  not  be  resentment  P  Is  not  de- 
spair to  be  followed  by  courage  P  The  Ood  of  battles  pervades 
and  penetrates  the  inmost  spirit  of  man,  and  rousing  him  to  shake 
off  the  burthen  that  is  grievous,  and  the  yoke  that  is  galling, 
will  reveal  the  law  written  in  his  heart,  and  the  duties  and  privi- 
leges of  his  nature — the  grand,  universal  compact  of  man  with 
man  !  That  power  is  delegated  in  trust,  for  the  good  of  all  who 
tAtey  it ; — that  the  rights  of  men  must  arm  against  man's  oppres- 
sion, for  that  indifference  were  treason  to  human  state ;  and  pa- 
tience, nothing  less  than  blasphemy  i^ainst  the  laws  which  go- 
vern the  world. 
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That  this  representation  was  not  exaggentted,  would  appear 
from  the  dewripHoa  of  Major  Naylor,  who  had  succeeded  Co- 
lonel Haoaay,  and  who  had  previously  saved  him  from  the  ven- 
geance which  the  aeeeobled  ryot*,  or  hushuidmen  were  about  to 
take  on  their  oppressors.  The  progress  of  extortion,  it  appeared, 
had  not  been  uniform  in  that  province ;  it  had  absolutely  in- 
creased as  its  resources  failed ;  and  as  the  labour  of  exaction  be- 
came more  difficult,  the  price  of  that  increased  lahota-  had  been 
chained  as  an  additional  tax  on  the  wretched  inhabitantB  !  At 
length,  even  in  their  meek  bosoms,  where  injury  never  before 
begot  resentment,  nor  despair  aroused  to  courage,  increased 
oppressicni  had  its  due  effect.  They  assembled  round  their  op- 
pressor, and  had  nearly  made  him  their  sacrifice.  So  deeply 
were  they  impressed  with  the  sense  of  their  wrongs,  that  they 
would  not  even  accept  of  life  from  those  who  had  rescued  Co- 
lonel Hannay.  They  presented  themselves  to  the  swords  of  the 
soldiery ;  and  as  they  lay  bleeding  on  the  banks  of  their  sacred 
stream,  they  comforted  themselves  with  the  ghastly  hope,  that 
their  biood  would  not  descend  into  the  soil,  but  that  it  would 
ascend  to  the  view  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  there  claim  a  retri- 
bution for  their  wrongs  ! — Of  a  people  thus  injured,  and  thus 
feeling,  it  was  an  audacious  fallacy  to  attribute  the  conduct  to 
any  external  impulse. — That  Qod,  who  gave  them  the  form  of 
man,  implanted  also  the  wish  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  man. 
Though  simple  in  their  manners,  they  were  not  so  uninformed  as 
not  to  know  that  power  is  in  every  state  a  trust  reposed  for  the 
general  good ;  and  that  the  trust  being  once  abused,  it  should  of 
course  be  instantly  resented. 

The  innocence  of  the  Begums,  Mr.  Sheridan  ccmtinued,  being 
thus  most  indubitably  and  incontrovertibly  proved,  it  could  not 
be  allowed  that  he  argued  fairly,  if  he  did  not  immediately  in- 
fer, from  that  proof,  the  f^ilt  of  Mr.  Hastings.  He  would  go 
so  far  as  to  admit  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  been  deluded 
by  his  accomplices,  and  have  been  persuaded  into  a  conviction  of 
a  criminality  which  did  not  exist  If  that  were  proved,  he  would 
readily  agree  to  acquit  the  prisoner  of  the  present  charge.  But 
if,  on  the  contrary,  there  appeared  in  his  subsequent  conduct 
such  a  concealment  as  denoted  the  fullest  consciousness  of  guilt; 
if  all  his  narrations  of  the  business  were  marked  with  incon- 
sistency and  contradiction ;  that  mind  must  be  inaccessible  to 
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conviction,  which  could  entertain  a  doubt  of  bis  criminalitj. 
From  the  month  of  September,  iu  which  the  seizure  of  the  trea- 
sures took  place,  until  the  January  following,  had  Mr.  Ha'stings 
wholly  concealed  the  transaction  from  the  council  at  Calcutta  ! 
If  any  thing  could  be  more  singular  than  this  concealment,  it 
was  the  reasons  by  which  it  was  afterwards  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified. Mr.  Hastings  first  pleaded  a  want  of  leisure.  He  was 
writing  to  the  council  at  a  time  when  he  complained  of  an  abso- 
lute inaction ; — he  found  time  to  narrate  some  pretty  eastern 
tales,  respecting  the  attachment  of  the  sepoys  to  their  cannon, 
and  their  dressing  them  with  flowers  on  particular  occasions; 
but  of  a  rebellion  which  convulsed  on  empire—of  the  seizure  of 
the  treasures  to  such  an  amount — he  could  not  find  leisure  to  say 
one  syllable,  until  be  had  secured  an  excuse  for  his  conduct  in 
the  possession  of  the  money.  The  second  excuse  was,  that  all 
communication  was  cut  off  with  Fyzabad  ;  and  this  was  alleged 
at  the  time  when  letters  were  passing  daily  between  him  and 
Mr.  Middleton ;  and  when  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  pronounced 
the  road  to  be  as  free  from  interruption  as  that  between  London 
and  Brentford.  The  third  excuse  was,  that  Mr.  Middleton  had 
taken  with  him,  on  his  departure  from  Chunar,  all  the  original 
papers  which  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  consult. 
That  the  original  papers  had  not  been  removed  was  evident, 
however,  from  Mr.  Hastings  sending  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of 
Chunar  to  Mr.  Middleton,  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  resident's 
departure ;  though  it  appeared  that  it  was  re-inclosed  at  a 
proper  time  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  be  shown  to  the  council.  A  copy 
of  the  same  had  been  shown  to  the  Oriental  Orotius,  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  which  he  confessed  his  having  read  at  the  time  when  he 
declared  his  ignorance  of  the  guarantee  to  the  Princesses  of 
Oude  !  Looking  to  the  absurdity  of  reasons  such  as  these,  as- 
signed in  defence  of  a  silence  so  criminal,  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
clared, that  he  would  lay  aside  every  other  argument ;  that  he 
would  not  dwell  on  any  other  topic  of  guilt,  if  the  council  for 
Mr.  Hastings  would  but  join  issue  on  this  point,  and  prove,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  any  of  these  excuses  were,  in 
the  smallest  degree  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
assigned. 

Amidst  the  other  artifices  of  concealment,  was  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Hannay,  dated  October  I7, 1781,  which  Mr.  Sheridan 
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indisputably  proved  could  oot  have  been  written  at  the  time ; 
but  was  fabricated  at  a  subBequeat  period;  as  it  contained  a 
mention  of  facts  which  could  by  no  possibility  have  been  known 
to  Colonel  Honnay  at  the  time  when  it  was  pretended  ia  have 
been  written.  Whatever  else  could  be  done  for  the  purpose  of 
concealment,  was  done  in  that  mixture  of  canting  and  mystery, 
of  rhapsody  and  enigma  —  Mr.  Hastings's  narrative  of  his 
journey  to  Benares.  He  there  set  out  with  a  solemn  appeal  to 
heaven  for  the  truth  of  his  averments,  and  a  declaration  of  the 
same  purport  to  Mr.  Wheeler :  —  the  faith,  however,  thus 
pledged,  was  broken  both  to  God  and  man ;  for  it  was  already 
in  evidence,  that  no  single  transaction  had  occurred  as  it  was 
there  stated ! 

The  question  would  naturally  occur  to  every  person  who  had 
attended  to  these  proceedings — "  Why  Mr.  Hastings  had  used 
all  these  efforts  to  veil  the  whole  of  this  business  in  mystery  ?^ 
It  was  not  strictly  incumbent  on  him  to  answer  the  question, 
yet  he  would  reply,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  obviously  a  bloody 
reason  for  the  concealment.  He  had  looked  to  the  natural  effect 
of  strong  injuries  on  the  human  mind  :  as,  in  the  case  of  Cheit 
Sing,  he  thought  that  oppression  must  beget  resistance;  and  the 
efforts  which  might  be  made  by  the  Begums  in  their  own  de- 
fence, though  really  the  effisct,  he  was  determined  to  represent 
as  the  cause  of  his  proceedings.  Evea  when  disappointed  in 
those  aims  by  the  natural  meekness  and  submission  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  to  act,  he  could  not  abandon  the  idea ;  and  ac- 
cordingly in  his  letter  to  the  directors,  of  January  5,  1782,  had 
represented  the  subsequent  disturbances  in  Oude  as  the  positive 
cause  of  the  violent  measures  which  he  had  adi^ted — two  montka 
before  those  disturbances  had  existence  I  He  there  congratulates 
his  masters  on  the  seizure  of  those  treasures  which,  by  the  law  of 
Mahomet,  he  assures  them  were  the  property  of  Asoph  ul  Dow- 
lah.  Thus  the  perturbed  spirit  of  the  Mahometan  law,  according 
to  Mr.  Hastings's  idea,  still  hovered  round  those  treasures,  and 
envied  them  to  every  possessor,  until  it  at  length  saw  them  safely 
lodged  within  the  Bonctuary  of  the  British  treasury  !  In  the  same 
spirit  of  piety,  Mr.  Hastings  had  assured  the  house  o^ commons 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Asia  believed  that  some  unseen  power  in- 
terfered, and  conducted  all  his  pursuits  to  their  destined  end. 
That  Providence,  however,  which  thus  conducted  the  tSSotXt  of 
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Mr.  HastiDgfl,  waa  not  the  Providence  to  which  others  profess 
themselves  indebted ; — which  intaferes  in  the  cause  at  virtue,  xod 
insensibly  leads  guilt  towards  its  punishmeDt ;  it  was  not,  in  fine, 
that  Providence 

"  Whow  workt  an  goodaeu,  and  whou  wsjb  are  right." 

The  unseen  power  which  protected  Mr.  Hastings,  operated  by 
leading  othwa  into  criminality,  which,  as  far  as  it  respected  the 
governor-general,  was  highly  fortunate  in  its  effects.  If  the 
Rajah  Nunducomar  brings  a  charge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  Pro- 
vidence so  orders  it,  that  the  rajah  has  committed  a  forgery  some 
years  before;  which,  with  some  friendly  aarittance,  proves  a 
sufficient  reason  to  remove  out  of  the  way  so  troublesome  an  ac- 
quaintance. If  the  company's  affairs  are  deranged  through  the 
want  of  money,  Providence  ordains  it  so  that  the  Bourns, 
though  uticofucioualj/,  fall  into  a  rebellion,  and  give  Mr.  Hast- 
ings an  opportunity  of  seizing  on  their  treasures !  Thus  the 
Euccesaes  of  Mr.  Hastings  depended  not  on  any  positive  merit  in 
himself;  it  was  to  the  inspired /e^»nie«,  the  heaven-bom  crimea, 
and  the  providential  treaaona  of  others  that  he  was  indebted  for 
each  success,  and  for  the  whole  tenor  of  bis  prosperity  I 

It  must  undoubtedly  bear  a  strange  appearance,  that  a  man  of 
reputed  ability  should,  even  when  acting  wrongly,  have  had  re- 
course to  so  many  bungling  artifices,  and  spread  so  thin  a  vdl 
over  bis  deceptions.  But  those  who  testified  any  surprise  at  this 
circumstance,  must  have  attended  but  little  to  the  demeanour  of 
Mr.  Hastings.  Through  the  whole  course  of  his  conduct  he 
seemed  to  have  adhered  to  one  general  rule — to  keep  as  clear  as 
possible  of  the  fact  which  he  was  to  relate  \  Observing  this 
maxim,  his  only  study  was  to  lay  a  foundation  as  fanciful  and 
as  ornamental  as  possible; — then  by  a  superadded  mass  of  fal- 
lacies, the  superstructure  was  soon  complete,  though  by  some 
radical  defect  it  never  failed  to  tumble  on  his  own  head : — rising 
from  those  ruins,  however,  he  was  soon  found  rearing  a  similar 
edifice,  but  with  a  like  effect.  Delighting  in  difficulties,  he  dis- 
dained the  plain  and  secure  foundation  of  truth  ;  he  loved,  on 
the  contrary,  to  buUd  on  a  precipice^  and  encamp  on  a  mine. 
Inured  to  falls,  he  felt  not  the  danger;  and  frequent  defeats 
had  given  him  a  hardihood,  without  impressing  a  sense  of  the 
disgrace. 

It  had  been  a  maxim  Mice  as  much  admitted  in  the  practice  <^ 
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a  life,  as  id  the  school  of  philosophy,  thst  where  heaven 
was  inclined  to  destroy  the  vice,  it  began  by  debatdng  the  intel- 
lect. This  idea  was  carried  still  farther  by  the  right  honourable 
geiitleman  ^Mr.  Burke)  who  opened  the  prosecution  ;  who  de- 
clared, that  prudence  and  vice  were  things  absolutely  incom- 
patible;—  that  the  vicious  man  being  deprived  of  his  best 
energies,  and  curtailed  in  his  proportion  of  understanding,  was 
left  with  such  a  short-sighted  degree  of  penetration  as  could  not 
come  under  the  denomination  of  prudence.  This  sentiment  did 
honour  to  the  name  of  his  right  honourable  friend ;  "  to  whom," 
said  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  I  look  up  with  homage !— whose  genius  is 
commensurate  with  bis  philanthropy — whose  memory  will  stretch 
itself  beyond  the  fleeting  objects  of  any  little  partial  shuffling, 
through  the  whole  wide  range  of  human  knowledge,  and  honour- 
able aspiration  after  human  good ;  as  large  as  the  system  which 
forms  bfe — as  lasting  as  those  objects  that  adorn." 

But  it  was  still  to  be  remembered,  that  there  were  other 
characters  besides  a  Casar  and  a  Cromwell  i  who,  acting  on  de- 
terminations inimical  to  virtue,  and  hostile  to  the  laws  of  society, 
had  proceeded,  if  not  with  prudence,  yet  with  an  aU-command- 
ing  sagacity,  that  was  productive  of  similar  effects.  Those, 
however,  were  isolated  characters,  which  left  the  vice  that  dared 
to  follow  either  in  a  state  of  despondent  vassalage,  or  involved  it 
in  destruction.  Such  was  the  present  instance  of  failure;  and 
such  it  was  always  to  be  trusted  would  be  that  of  every  other 
who  regarded  such  characters  with  an  eye  of  emulation.  Such 
was  the  perpetual  law  of  nature,  that  virtue,  whether  placed  in  a 
circle  more  contracted  or  enlarged,  moved  with  sweet  consent  in 
its  allotted  orbit ;  there  was  no  dissonance  to  jar,  no  asperity  to 
divide ;  and  that  harmony,  which  made  its  felicity,  at  the  same 
time  constituted  its  protection.  Of  vice,  on  the  contrary,  the 
parts  were  disunited,  and  each  in  barbarous  language  clamoured 
for  its  pre-eminence.  It  was  a  scene  where,  though  one  domi-  < 
neering  passion  might  have  sway,  the  others  still  pressed  forward 
with  their  dissonant  claims,  and  in  the  moral  world,  effects  still 
awaiting  on  their  causes,  the  discord  of  course  ensured  the  defeat. 

Mr.  Sheridan  reverted  again  to  the  subject  of  the  claims  made 
on  the  Princesses  of  Oude.  Whether  those  were  first  made  by 
the  nabob,  or  suggested  to  him  by  his  sovereign,  Mr.  Hastmgs, 
though  the  counsel  had  laboured  much  to  prove  the  former,  ap- 
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peared  to  him  to  carry  very  tittle  difference.  If  the  seizure  was 
made  aa  a  confiscation  and  punishmrat  for  supposed  guilt — then, 
if  ever  there  was  a  crime  which  ought  to  pass  "  unwhtpped  of 
justice,"  it  was  that  where  a  son  must  necessarily  be  made  ^e 
instrument  of  an  infliction,  by  which  he  broke  his  covenant  <^ 
exiBtence,  and  violated  the  condition  by  which  he  "held  his  rank 
in  society.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  meant  as  a  reaumptiotif 
in  consequence  of  a  supposed  right  in  the  nabob,  then  Mr. 
Hastings  should  have  recollected  the  guarantee  of  the  company 
granted  to  the  Begums ;  unless  it  was  meant  to  be  said,  that 
Mr.  Hastings  acted  in  that  as  in  other  instances ;  and  assured 
them  of  bis  protection,  until  the  very  moment  when  it  was 
wanted.  It  was  idle,  however,  to  dwell  on  the  conduct  or  free 
agency  of  a  man  who,  it  was  notorious,  had  no  will  of  his  own. 
What  Mr.  Middleton  asserted  at  that  bar  would  scarcely  be  put 
in  competition  with  a  series  of  established  facts ;  by  which  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  nabob  had  submitted  to  every  indignity,  and 
yielded  to  every  assumption.  It  was  an  acknowledged  fact,  that 
he  had  even  been  brought  to  join  in  that  paltry  artifice  which 
had  been  termed  the  subornation  of  letters.  This  practice  was 
carried  to  such  a  length,  that  he  in  the  end  complained,  in  a 
manner  rather  ludicrous,  that  be  was  really  tired  of  sending 
differ^it  characters  of  Mr.  Bnstow,  in  pursuance  of  the  direc- 
titms  sent  to  the  resident.  He  had  prooounced  black  white  and 
white  black  so  often,  that  he  really  knew  not  what  lo  say ;  and 
therefore  begged  that,  once  for  all,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Hastings 
might  be  considered  as  his,  and  that  their  enemies  might  also 
be  the  same.  After  this  it  was  super£uous  to  argue  that  the 
nabob  could  direct  his  views  to  so  important  an  object  as  the 
seizing  of  the  treasures,  unless  he  had  been  impelled  by  Mr. 
Middleton,  and  authorised  by  Mr.  Hastings  ! 

At  ha^f-pait  fmir  c'ehci,  Mr.  Shrridaa  being  apporeitilji  txhrnuttdbgaiptrek 
Hf/our  Aoitri'  eontimtanet,  the  court  tKJjmtratd. 


Jdhb  m. 

TTuloFdehmeellor  not  having  had  it  i*  his  pmctr  loiUltiidlh«eonrf  tUtdaf, 
Eari  Bathunt  praided  in  hit  liead,  and  took  hit  ttat  tpoti  th*  teoobadi.  Hit 
lordMp  having  called  Kpon  tht  eonunonM  lo  proeerd. 

Ma.  Shkbidan  rose.  He  said,  that  relying  upon  the  atten- 
tion with  which  he  was  honoured  the  last  lime  he  had  the  honour 
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of  addressing  their  lordships,  he  would  not  recafntulate  on  this 
occasion  what  he  had  said  on  Friday,  to  show  that  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  bad  been  rediiced  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  degraded  state 
of  a  dependent  prince  who  had  no  will  of  his  own,  but  was 
obliged  to  pursue  any  measure  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  pleased 
to  dictate  to  him.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  had  laboured  to 
impress  their  lordships  with  an  idea  that  the  nabob  was  a  prince, 
Bovoeignly  iodependent,  and  in  no  degree  subject  to  the  control 
of  Mr.  Hastings;  but  after  the  numberless  proofs  that  had  been 
given  of  his  being  a  cypher  in  the  hands  of  the  governor- general, 
it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  counsel  to  prove  his  independence 
by  very  strong  evidence  indeed ;  and  he  believed,  that  in  the 
affair  of  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  seizure  of  the 
treasures  in  particular,  they  would  find  it  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  execute  such  a  task.  The  honourable  managers  had  asserted, 
that  the  measure  of  seizing  the  treasures  had  originated  with 
Mr.  Hastings;  and  they  had  given  in  evidence  many  strong 
proofs  in  support  of  the  assertion ;  it  would  be  incumbent  there- 
fore on  the  counsel  to  prove  that  the  measure  had  originated 
with  the  nabob;  and  of  that  they  could  not  give  a  more  satis- 
factory proof  than  the  paper  or  instrument  in  which  it  was 
originally  proposed  by  him  to  Mr.  Hastings.  But  as  he  believed 
no  such  proposition  ever  came  from  the  nabob  as  an  original 
measure,  so  he  took  it  for  granted  the  counsel  could  never  pro- 
duce any  letter  or  paper  from  that  prince,  containing  any  such 
propodtiou,  as  coming  immediately  from  himself. 

The  seizure  of  the  treasures  and  the  jaghires  was  the  effect  of 
a  dark  conspiracy,  in  which  no  more  than  aui  persons  were  con- 
cerned. Three  of  the  conspirators  Were  of  a  higher  order — • 
these  were  Mr.  Haattnga,  who  might  be  considered  as  the  prin- 
cipal and  leader  in  this  black  affair ;  Mr.  Middleton,  the  Eng- 
lish resident  at  Lucknow ;  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey : — the  tfaree 
inferior  or  subordinate  conspirators  were,  Hyder  B^  Khan,  the 
nominal  minister  of  the  nabob,  but  in  reality  the  creature  of  Mr. 
Hastings ;  Colonel  Hannay,  and  AU  Ibrahim  Khan, 

Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  intrusted  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  convey 
htsorders  to  Mr.  Middleton,  and  to  concert  with  him  the  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution.  As  this  gentleman  was  a  prin- 
cipal actor  in  this  iniquitous  affair,  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it 
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would  be  Deceasary  to  take  notice  of  aoeae  parts  of  the  evidence 
which  be  had  delivered  upon  oath  at  their  lordships'  bar. 

When  Sir  Elijah  was  asked,  what  became  of  the  Persian  affi- 
davits (sworn  before  him)  after  he  had  delivered  them  to  Hr. 
Hastings,  he  replied,  that  he  really  did  not  know.  He  was 
asked,  if  he  had  got  them  translated,  or  knew  of  their  having 
been  translated,  or  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hastiogs  on 
the  subject  of  the  affidavits  ?  He  replied,  that  he  knew  nothing 
at  all  of  tb^r  having  been  truislated,  and  that  he  had  no  coo- 
versation  whatever  with  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  subject  of  the  affi- 
davits after  he  had  delivered  them  to  him.  He  was  next  asked, 
whether  he  did  not  think  it  a  little  singular  that  he  should  not 
have  held  any  conversation  with  the  govemar-general  on  a  sub- 
ject of  BO  much  moment  as  was  that  of  the  affidavits  he  had 
taken  ?  His  answer  was,  that  he  did  not  thiak  it  rangular ;  and 
his  reason  fot  thinking  to  the  contrary,  was,  that  he  left  Chunar 
the  very  day  after  he  delivered  the  affidavits  to  Mr.  Hastings. 
From  this  answer  their  lordships  might  infer,  that  Sir  Elijah, 
on  quitting  Cbuoar,  bad  left  the  governor-general  behind  him : 
but  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  would  prove  that  this  was  by  no 
means  the  case ;  for,  from  letters  written  by  Sir  Elijah  himself, 
and  which  had  been  read  in  evidence,  it  appeared,  that  he  arrived 
at  Chunar  the  1st  of  December,  I78I ;  that  he  then  began  to 
take  affidavits ;  that  having  completed  that  budnese,  be  and 
Mr.  Hastings  Idl  Chunar  together,  and  set  out  on  the  road  to 
Benares;  and  that,  having  been  tc^ether  from  the  let  to  the 
6th  of  December,  the  former  took  leave  of  the  latter,  and  pro- 
ceeded <Hi  his  way  to  Calcutta.  Hoe  Mr.  Sheridan  left  their 
lordships  to  judge  bow  far  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  or  had  not  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  them,  when  he  said,  that  hia  reason  for 
not  thinking  it  singular,  that  he  should  not  have  had  any  conva- 
satioo  with  Mr.  Hastiogs  on  the  subject  of  the  affidavits,  aftw 
he  bad  delivered  them  to  that  gentleman,  was,  that  he  left  Chu- 
nar  the  very  neat  day.  The  inference  was,  that  therefore  be 
could  not  have  conversed  with  him ; — but  now  their  lordship* 
must  see  that  such  an  inference  would  be  false ;  as  Sir  EHijah 
Impey  left  Chunar  in  company  with  the  govemor-gen»«I ;  and 
continued  with  him  till  the  6th  of  December.  If  then  the  answcT 
made  by  Sir  Elijah  was  so  worded,  as  to  lead  to  a  false  infer- 
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ence,  it  would  be  for  thetr  lordshipa  to  judge,  whether  the  vhote 
of  hiB  erideuce,  on  that  point,  was  or  was  not  calculated  to  mis- 
lead and  deceive  them. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  same  gentleman's  evidence, 
which  he  would  prove  was  not  entitled  to  any  credit  from  their 
lordships.  Sir  Elijah  had  sworn  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
Persian  affidavits  having  been  translated.  Now  it  bo  happened 
that  a  letter  from  Major  William  Davy,  the  ronfidential  secret 
tary  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Persian  traoslator,  had  been  read  to 
their  lordships  in  evidence ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that  he  had 
made  an  affidavit  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  himself,  at  Buxar,  on 
the  12th  of  December,  just  six  days  after  that  gentleman  and 
Mr.  Hastings  parted,  the  purport  of  which  wan,  that  the  papers 
annexed  to  the  affidavit  were  faithful  translations  of  the  Persian 
affidavits  (also  annexed)  taken  by  Sir  Elijah ;  the  date  (the 
12th  of  December)  appeared  no  fewer  than  six  times  in  Major 
Davy's  deposition,  so  ^at  there  could  not  be  any  mistake  in  it ; 
it  was  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah,  and  was  aigned  by  him ;  and 
yet,  that  gentleman  bad  sworn  before  their  lordships,  that  he 
had  never  heard  of  any  translation  of  those  Pernan  affidavits. 
Upon  these  two  circumstances,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  would 
make  only  one  remark,  which  bad  been  used  by  a  very  great 
nan,  "  That  no  ont  could  tell  where  to  look  for  truth,  if  it 
could  not  be  found  on  the  judgment  seat ;  or  know  what  to 
credit,  if  the  affirmaHon  of  a  judge  was  not  to  be  trusted.'" 

Sir  Elijah  Impey,  as  he  had  observed  before,  was  intrusted  by 
Mr.  Hastings  to  concert  with  Mr.  Middleton  the  means  of  carry- 
ing  into  execution  the  orders  of  which  Sir  Elijah  was  the  bearer 
from  the  governor-general  to  the  resident.  These  orders  did  not 
appear  any  where  in  writing ;  but  their  lordships  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  purport  of  them  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence :  tbey  therefore  knew  that  Mr.  Middleton  was,  in  obe- 
dience to  them,  to  persuade  the  nabob  to  propose,  as  from  himself 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  Uie  seizure  of  the  Begum^s  treasures.  That  this 
was  the  real  fact  would  appear  unquestionable,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Middleton^s  letters  on  the  subject,  and  from  Mr. 
Hastings's  own  account  of  the  business  in  his  defence.  The  latter 
appeared  to  be  extremely  at  a  loss  how  to  act  about  the  treasures. 
The  (supposed)  rebellion  of  the  Begums  made  it  extraordinary, 
that  at  the  moment  when  he  was  confiscating  their  estates,  he 
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should  stipulate  that  an  annual  allowance,  equal  to  the  produce 
of  those  estates,  should  be  secured  to  them.  He  found  himself 
embarrassed  how  to  proceed  also  respecting  the  treasures ;  for, 
on  the  one  hand,  he  did  not  wish  to  appear  the  principal  mover  in 
seizing  them,  and  yet  he  did  not  hesitate  to  charge  them  with 
treason  and  rebellion,  for  which  he  might  have  seized  them  as  for- 
feited to  the  state.  In  the  latter  case  it  looked  as  if  he  feared  to 
do  what  the  treason  of  the  Begums  would  have  justified  him  in 
dtnng.  His  embarrassment  on  this  occasion  proved  that  he  was 
conscious  of  the  injustice  of  his  proceedings  agdnst  those  ladies. 
If  they  were  notoriouBly  in  rebellion,  there'  could  not  foe  any 
ground  for  his  being  ashamed  of  appearing  in  the  measure  of 
seizing  their  property :  it  was  only  the  consciousness  of  their  in- 
nocence that  could  make  him  afraid  of  undertaking  what  would 
bring  upon  him  the  execration  of  all  ranks  of  people.  In  thia 
perplexity  he  desired  Sir  Elijah  Impey  would  instruct  Mr.  Mid- 
dletoD  to  urge  the  nabob  to  propose,  as  from  himself,  the  seizure 
of  the  treasures.  The  unhappy  prince,  without  a  will  of  his  ovm, 
consented  to  make  ^e  proposal,  as  an  alternative  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  jaghires — a  measure  to  which  he  had  the  most  uncco- 
querable  reluctance.  Mr.  Hastings,  as  it  were  to  indulge  the 
nabob,  agreed  to  the  proposal,  rejoicing  at  the  same  time  that  hit 
scheme  had  proved  so  far  successful,  as  that  this  propositira, 
coming  from  the  nabob,  would,  as  he  thought,  free  him  (Mr. 
Hastings)  from  the  odium  of  plundering  the  princesses.  But  the 
artifice  was  too  shallow,  and  their  lordships  were  now  able  to  trace 
the  measure  to  its  source.  They  were  now  apprized,  from  the 
evidence,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  suggested  it  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
that  he  might  surest  it  to  Mr.  Middleton,  that  he  might  surest 
it  to  the  nabob)  that  his  highness  might  suggest  it  to  Mr.  HaA- 
ings ;  and  thus  suggestion  returned  to  the  place  from  which  it  ori- 
ginally set  out.  One  single  passage  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Middleton  to  Mr.  Hastings,on  the  2nd  of  December,  1781,  would 
make  this  point  appear  as  clear  as  day.  In  this  passage  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton informed  the  governor-general,  "  That  the  nabob,  widiii^ 
to  evade  the  measure  of  resuming  the  jaghires,  had  sent  him  a 
message  to  the  following  purport : — that  if  the  measure  proposed 
was  intended  to  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the 
company,  he  could  better  and  more  expeditiously  effect  that  ob- 
ject, by  taking  from  his  mother  the  treasures  of  his  father,  wbidi 
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be  asserted  to  be  in  her  hands ;  and  to  which  he  claimed  a  right 
founded  in  the  laws  of  the  Koran ;  and  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
that  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  would  fnnt  his  opmion  upon  it,  toithoitt 
giving  a  formal  sanction  to  the  measure  proposed.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  added,  the  reeumptian  of  the  jaghires  it  is  necessary  to  sus- 
pend, tiU  I  have  your  answer  to  this  letter" 

Upon  this  letter,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  some  observatioDS 
to  submit.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  clear  that  though  the  nabob 
bad  consented  to  moke  the  desired  proposal  for  seizing  the  trea- 
sures, it  was  only  an  alternative ;  for  it  entered  into  the  nabob^s 
head  both  to  seize  the  treasures  and  resume  the  jaghires  ;  the 
former  measure  he  wished  to  substitute  in  the  room  of  the  latter, 
and  by  no  means  to  couple  them  together ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  was 
too  nice  a  reasoner  for  the  prince — for  he  insisted  that  one  mea- 
sure should  be  carried  into  execution  because  the  nabob  had  pro- 
posed it,  and  the  other  because  he  himself  determined  upon  it ; 
and  thus  each  party  found  his  alternative  adopted. 

Another  remark  upon  this  letter  was,  that  here  the  nabob  was 
still  taught  to  plead  his  right  to  the  treasures,  as  founded  upon 
the  laws  of  the  Koran  ;  hut  not  a  word  was  said  about  the  gua- 
rantee and  treaty  that  had  barred  or  extinguished  that  right, 
whatever  it  might  have  been.  But  if  all  that  Mr.  Hastings  would 
have  the  world  believe,  was  true,  he  bad  a  much  better  claim, 
against  which  the  treaty  and  guarantee  could  not  be  pleaded ; — 
and  that  was  the  freoAon  of  the  Begums,  by  which  they  had  for- 
feited all  their  property  to  tlie  state,  and  every  claim  upon  the 
English  for  protection.  But  upon  this  right  by  forfeiture  the 
nabob  was  silent ; — he  was  a  stranger  to  rebellion,  and  to  the 
treason  of  bis  parents,  and  therefore  was  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  reviving  a  claim  under  the  laws  of  the  Kor«],  which  the  treaty 
and  guarantee  had  for  ever  barred. 

The  last  obs^^ation  with  which  he  would  trouble  their  lord- 
ships, was  upon  the  very  remarkable  expression  ctmtoined  in  this 
letter — "  That  it  would  be  sufficient  to  hint  Me  (Mr.  Hastings's) 
(^nionuponit,  without  giving  a  formal  sanction  to  the  measttre 
proposed.'"  Why  this  caution  ?  If  the  Begums  had  been  guilty 
of  treason,  why  should  he  be  fearful  of  declaring  to  the  world, 
that  it  was  not  the  practice  of  the  English  to  protect  rebellious 
subjects  and  prevent  their  injured  sovereigns  from  proceeding 
against  them  according  to  law  ?     That  therefore  he  considered 
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the  treaty  and  guarantee,  by  which  the  Begums  held  their  pro- 
perty, as  DO  longer  binding  upon  the  English  goveniment,  who 
consequently  could  have  no  further  ri^t  to  interfere  between  the 
nabob  and  his  rebellious  parents,  but  ought  to  leave  htm  at  liberty 
to  punish  or  forgive  them  as  he  should  think  fit.  But,  instead 
of  holding  this  language,  which  manliness  and  coosdous  integrity 
would  have  dictated,  had  he  be^  convinced  of  the  guilt  of  the 
Begums,  Mr.  Hastings  wished  to  derive  all  possible  advantage 
from  active  measures  against  the  Begums,  and,  at  the  same  timc^ 
to  far  to  save  appearances  as  to  be  thought  paagive  in  the  affair. 

Mr-  Sheridan  remarked,  that  in  another  passage  of  the  same 
letter  upon  which  he  had  just  made  these  observations,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  informed  the  governor-general  that  he  sent  him  at  the  same 
time  a  letter  from  the  nabob  on  the  subject  of  seizing  the  trea- 
sures ;  but  this  letter  had  been  suppressed.  Mr.  Sheridan  called 
upon  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  to  produce  it,  and  then  it  would 
speak  for  itself ;  or  to  account  satisfactorily  to  their  lordships  for 
its  not  having  been  entered  upon  the  company^s  records.  But 
this,  he  said ,  was  not  the  only  suppression  of  which  he  had  reason 
to  comphun ;  the  affidavit  of  Ooulass  Roy,  who  lived  at  Fyzabad, 
the  residence  of  the  Begums,  and  who  was  known  to  be  thdr 
enemy,  was  suppressed.  No  person  could  be  so  well  informed 
of  th^r  guilt,  if  they  had  been  guilty,  as  Ooulass  Roy,  who  lived 
upon  the  spot  where  levies  were  said  to  have  been  made  for  Chdt 
Sing  by  order  of  the  Begums.  Therefore,  if  his  testimony  had 
not  destroyed  the  idea  of  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  Begums, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  it  would  have  been  carefully  preserved. 
The  information  of  Mr.  Scott  Had  also  been  suppr^sed.  That 
gentleman  had  lived  unmolested  at  Saunda,  where  Sumpafaire 
Khan  commanded  for  the  Begums,  and  where  he  had  carried  on 
an  extensive  manufacture  without  the  least  hindrance  from  this 
(supposed)  disaffected  governor  Sumpshire  Khan.  Mr.  Scott  wag 
at  Saunda  when  Captain  Gordon  arrived  there,  and  when  it  was 
sud  that  the  governor  pointed  the  guns  of  the  fort  upon  Captain 
Gordon's  party.  If  this  circumstance  had  realty  happened,  Mr. 
Scott  must  have  heard  of  it,  as  he  was  himself  at  the  time  under 
the  protection  of  those  very  guns.  Why  then  was  not  the  exa- 
mination of  this  gentleman  produced  P  He  believed  their  lord- 
ships were  satisfied,  that  if  it  had  suppcwted  the  allegations  against 
Sumpshire  Khan,  it  would  not  have  been  suppressed. 
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Mr.  SbaidaoEaidjitiras  Dot  dear  to  him  tbat,  servile  a  tool  as 
Mr.  MiddletOD  was,  Mr.  Hutings  had  thought  proper  to  entrust 
him  with  every  part  of  his  intentions  throughout  the  business  of 
the  Begums;  be  certaioly  mistrusted,  or  preteoded  to  mistrust 
him,  in  his  proceedings  rdative  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires, 
when  it  bc^n  to  be  rumoured  abroad  that  terms  so  favourable  to 
the  nabob,  as  fae  obtained  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  by  which  Mr. 
Hastings  consrated  to  withdraw  the  temporary  brigade,  and  to 
remove  the  English  gentl^nen  from  Oude,  would  never  have  been 
granted,  if  the  nabob  had  not  bribed  the  parties  concerned  in  the 
negotiation  to  betray  the  interest  of  the  company.  As  soon  as 
these  rumours  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Hastings  he  accused  Mr. 
Middlettm  and  his  ssfeistsut-resident,  Mr.  Johnson,  with  having 
accepted  bribes  from  the  nabob.  They  both  joined  in  the  most 
solemn  assurances  of  their  innoc^ice,  and  called  God  to  wit- 
ness the  truth  of  their  declarations.  Mr.  Hastings,  after  this,  ap- 
peared satisfied  ;  possibly  the  consciousness  that  he  had  in  his  own 
pocket  the  only  bribe  which  had  been  given  on  the  occauon  (the 
£100,000),  might  have  made  him  the  less  earnest  in  prosecuting 
any  further  inquiry  into  the  business. 

From  a  passage  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  it  was  clear  be 
did  not  think  proper  to  commit  to  writing  all  the  orders  that  he 
wished  Mr.  Middleton  to  execute ;  for  there  Mr.  Hastings  ex- 
pressed his  doubts  of  that  person's  "  firmness  and  activity ;  and, 
above  all,  of  his  recollection  of  his  instructions,  and  their  im- 
portance ;  and  said,  that  if  he  (Mr.  Middleton)  could  not  rely 
on  his  own  power,  and  the  means  be  possessed  for  performing 
those  services,  be  would  free  him  from  the  charge,  and  would 
proceed  himself  to  Lucknow,  and  would  Atnwe/f  undertake  them." 

Their  lordships  must  presume  that  the  instructions  alluded  to 
must  have  been  verbal ;  for  had  tfaey  been  written,  there  was  no 
danger  of  their  having  been  forgotten.  Here  Mr.  Sheridan  called 
upon  the  counsel  to  state  what  those  instructions  were  which  were 
of  so  much  importance, — which  the  governor  was  greatly  afraid 
Mr.  Middleton  would  not  recollect,— -and  which,  nevertheless, 
he  did  not  dare  to  commit  to  writing,  although  it  would  have 
been  the  most  effectual  way  to  prevent  him  from  forgetting  them. 

To  make  their  lordships  understand  some  other  expressions  in 
the  above  passage,  Mr.  Sheridan  recalled  to  their  memory  that  it 
bad  appeared  in  the  evidence  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  a  strong 
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d)jectian  to  the  resumptitm  of  the  jaghires,  which  he  thought  a. 
service  of  so  much  daoger  that  he  removed  Mrs.  Middlelon  and 
her  family  wheu  he  was  about  to  enter  upon  it ;  for  he  expected 
resistance  not  only  from  the  Begums,  but  from  the  nabob^s  own 
aumeels,  vho,  knowing  that  the  nabob  was  a  reluctant  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  the  English,  thought  they  would  please  him  by 
redsting  a  measure  to  which  they  knew  he  had  given  his  autho- 
rity agaiTtst  hU  will ;  in  a  word,  Mr.  Middleton  expected  that 
the  whide  country,  as  one  man,  would  rise  against  htm;,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  suspended  the  execution  of  the  order  of 
resumption,  until  be  should  find  whether  the  seising  of  the  trea- 
sures, proposed  as  an  alternative,  would  be  accepted  as  sudi. 
Mr.  Hastings  pressed  him  to  execute  the  order  for  resuming  the 
jaghires,  and  offered  to  go  himself  upon  that  service,  if  the  other 
should  decline  it.  Mr.  Middletou,  at  last,  having  received  a. 
thundering  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  by  which  he  left  him  to  act 
under  "  a  dreadful  responsibility,"  set  out  for  Fyzabad.  For 
all  the  cruelties  and  barbarities  that  were  executed  there,  the 
governor-general  in  his  narrative  said  he  did  not  hold  himsdf  re- 
sponsible, because  he  had  commanded  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  per- 
sonaSy  present  during  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  until  he  ^ould 
have  completed  the  business  of  seizing  the  treasures,  and  resum- 
ing the  jaghires.  But  for  what  purpose  had  he  ordered  Mr. 
Middleton  to  be  present  f  He  would  answer  by  quoting  the  or- 
ders verbatim. — "  You  yourself  must  be  personally  present — 
you  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance,  but  must 
prosecute  both  services  until  the  Begums  are  at  the  entiace  mercy 
of  the  nabobs."— These  peremptory  orders,  given  under  a  "  dread- 
ful responsibility,"  were  not  issued  for  purposes  of  humanity,  that 
the  presence  of  the  resident  might  restrain  the  violence  of  the  kA- 
diers,  but  that  Mr.  Middleton  should  be  a  watch  upon  the  nabob, 
to  steel  his  heart  against  the  feelings  of  returning  nature  in  his 
breast,  and  prevent  the  possibility  of  hia  relenting,  or  granting 
any  terms  to  his  mother  and  grandmother.  This  was  the  abo- 
minable purpose  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  commanded  him 
to  be  present  in  person ;  and,  on  account  of  his  presence  for  such 
an  end,  Mr.  Hastings  pleaded  that  he  was  not  responsible  fat 
what  was  done  on  that  occasion  at  Fyzabad. 

Btre  Mr.  Sktridan  wat  taitn  ill,  and  rttired  for  a  vhiit  to  try  ^  in  Ot/r^i 
mir  Aa  comM  rteevtr,  to  fiat  ht  mif/ht  ooitehiik  ell  h»  had  to  tof  wpiM  th»  ttidrtuie 


iM,Googlc 


1788.]  RIGHT  BON.    B.   B.   SHEBIDAH.  409 

M  ih»  Mco»d  charge.  Mr.  Adam,  in  tht  mem  tm*,  read  vmt  Utten  nf  Jfr. 
ititUUtton.  Some  lime  qflrr  Mr.  Fox  inarmed  their  lordthip*  ihat  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan  Ktu  much  helltr,  btil  that  he  fell  he  wot  not  nffieientlg  to  to  be  aMt  to  do 
Jutlice  to  the  nhjeet  he  had  in  hand.  The  manageri  ihertfore  hoped  their  lord, 
ihipi  would  be  pleated  to  appoint  a  future  day,  on  which  Mr.  Sheridan  would 
fiiti*h  hit  ob»ervalion»  on  the  evidence.  Upon  thit  their  lordthipi  rttunud  to  their 
own  home,  and  adjo%nud  (Ac  cottrt  to  Friday,  June  13. 

Junk  13. 
jII  twebit  o'eloei  the  lord  ehaneellor,  and  Ike  nutver  of  the  pr^tenl  eharge,  ap- 
peared a  their  reipective  placet,  and  both  in  a  ttate  nf  rteooered  health. 

Mb.  Sm£riuam  began  by  apologizing  for  the  interruption 
which  his  indispoaiuon  had  caused  on  the  former  day.  He  as* 
Bured  their  lordships,  in  the  Btrongest  terma,  that  nothing  but 
the  importance  of  the  cause,  to  which  he  felt  himself  totally  un- 
able to  do  justice,  could  have  made  him  trespass  on  that  indul- 
gence which,  on  other  occasions,  he  had  so  amply  experienced. 

He  had  then  concluded,  with  submitting  to  their  lordships  the 
whide  of  the  correspondence,  as  far  as  it  could  be  obtained,  be- 
tween the  principals  and  agents,  in  the  nefarious  plot  carried  on 
against  the  nabob  vizier  and  the  Begums  of  Oude.  These  tetters 
were  worthy  the  most  abstracted  attention  of  their  lordships,  as 
containing  not  only  a  narrative  of  that  foul  and  unmuily  conspi- 
racy, but  also  a  detail  of  the  motives  and  ends  for  which  it  was 
formed,  and  an  exposition  of  the  trick,  the  quibble,  the  prevari- 
cation, and  the  untruth  with  which  it  was  then  acted,  and  now 
attempted  to  be  defended !  The  question  would  undoubtedly 
suggest  itself,  why  the  correspondence  ever  was  produced  by  the 
parties  against  whom  it  was  now  adduced  in  evidence,  and  who 
bad  so  much  reason  to  distrust  the  propriety  of  their  own  con- 
duct ?  To  this  the  answer  was,  that  it  was  owing  to  a  mutual 
and  providential  resentment  which  had  broken  out  between  the 
parties,  which  was  geowally  the  case  between  persons  concerned 
in  such  transactions.  Mr.  Middleton  was  incensed,  and  felt  as  s 
galling  triumph  the  confidence  reposed  by  the  governor-general 
in  other  agents.  Mr.  Hastings  was  oSeoded  by  the  tardy  wari- 
neaa  which  marked  the  conduct  of  Middleton ;  by  the  various 
remonstrances  by  the  agent — though  as  knowing  the  man  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  they  were  all  grounded  on  motives 
of  policy — not  of  humanity — and  of  expediency,  which  left  jus< 
tice  entirely  out  of  the  question;  but  the  great  ostenubte  ground 
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of  quarrel  was,  that  Middleton  had  dared  to  spend  two  datfa  in 
negotiatioD — though  that  delay  had  preveDted  the  genera!  mas- 
aacre  of  upwards  of  two  tkotuand  persona!  The  real  cause, 
however,  of  this  difference,  was  a  firm  belief  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  inverted  their  different  situa- 
tiouB,  and  kept  the  Uon^a  share  of  plunder  to  himself.  There 
were,  undoubtedly,  some  circumstances  to  justify  this  suspicioQ- 
At  the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  first  complained  the  nabob's 
treasury  was  empty,  and  his  troops  so  mutinous  for  their  pay  as 
even  to  threaten  bia  life,  yet  in  this  moment  of  gratitude  and 
opulence,  Middleton  intimated  the  nabob's  desire  to  make  Mr. 
Hastings  a  present  of  ^100,000.  That  sacrifice,  however,  not 
being  deemed  sufficient,  Mr.  Middleton  was  recalled,  and  Major 
Palmer  was  sent  in  his  room  with  instructions  to  tdl  the  nabob 
that  such  a  donation  was  not  to  be  attempted  :  the  prince,  bow- 
ever,  with  an  unfortunate  want  of  recollection,  said,  that  "  no 
such  offer  had  ever  been  in  his  mind."  Thus,  it  had  always  been 
conddered  as  the  heightening  of  a  favour  bestowed,  that  the  re> 
ceiver  should  not  know  from  what  quarter  it  came ;  but  it  was 
reserved  for  Mr.  Middleton  to  improve  on  this  by  such  a  delieate 
refinement)  that  the  person  giving  should  be  totally  ignorant  of 
the  favour  he  conferred  ! 

But  notwithstanding  these  little  differences  and  suspicions, 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton,  on  the  return  of  the  latter  to 
Calcutta  in  October,  17B2,  continued  to  live  in  the  same  style 
t^ friendly  collusion,  and  frauduient  famitiarUff  a»  ever.  But 
when  Mr.  Bristow,  not  answering  the  purposes  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
was  accused  on  the  suborned  letters  procured  from  the  nabob, 
one  of  which  pronounced  him  the  blackest  character  in  existefice, 
while  another,  of  the  same  date,  spoke  of  him  as  a  very  honest 
fellow,  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  might  appear  particular;  and 
therefore,  after  thetr  intimacy  of  six  months,  accuses  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  also  before  the  board  at  Calcutta.  It  was  then  that  in  the 
rash  eagerness  whi<^  distinguished  his  pursuit  of  every  object, 
Mr.  Hastings  had  incautiously,  but  happily  for  the  present  pur- 
poses  of  justice,  brought  forth  these  secret  letters.  It  mattered 
not  what  were  the  views  which  induced  Mr.  Hastings  to  bring 
that  charge;  whether  be  had  drawn  up  the  accusation,  or  obliged 
Mr.  Middleton  with  his  aid  in  framing  a  defence;  the  whole 
ended  in  a  repartee,  and  a  poetical  quotation  from  the  g 
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genenL  The  cmly  circumstance  material  to  the  purposes  of  bu- 
nMnity,  was  the  production  of  instruments  by  which  those  who 
had  violated  every  principle  of  justice  and  benevolence  were  to 
aee  th^r  guilt  explained,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped,  to  experience 
that  punishment  which  they  deserved. 

To  those  private  letters  it  was  that  their  lordships  were  to 
look  for  whatever  elucidation  of  the  subject  could  be  drawn  from 
the  parties  concerned :  written  in  the  moments  of  confidence, 
they  declared  the  real  motiye  and  object  of  each  measure ;  the 
public  letters  were  only  to  be  regarded  as  proofs  of  guilt,  when- 
ever they  established  a  rontradiction.  The  counsel  for  the  pri- 
soner had  chosen,  as  the  safest  ground,  to  rely  on  the  public 
letters,  written  for  the  concealment  of  fraud  and  purpose  of  de- 
ception. They  had,  for  instance,  particularly  dwelt  on  a  public 
letter  from  Mr.  Middleton,  dated  in  Decembn*,  17B))  which 
intimated  some  particulars  of  supposed  contumacyin  the  Begums, 
with  a  view  to  countenance  the  transactions  which  shortly  after 
took  place,  and  particularly  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires. 
But  this  letter  both  Sir  Elijah  Impey  and  Mr.  Middlebm  had 
admitted,  in  their  examination  at  that  bar,  to  be  totally  false; 
though  if  it  were  in  every  point  true,  the  apprehension  of  resist- 
aace  to  a  measure  could  not  by  any  means  be  made  a  ground  for 
the  enforcement  of  that  measure  in  the  first  instance.  The  coun- 
sel seemed  displeased  with  Mr.  Middleton  for  the  answer,  and 
therefore  repeated  the  question.  The  witness,  however,  did  not 
really  fall  into  their  humour ;  for  he  declared,  that  he  did  not 
rectJlect  a  particle  of  the  letter ;  and  though  memory  was  un- 
doubtedly not  the  Jorte  of  Mr.  Middleton,  he  was  not,  perhaps, 
entirely  faulty  on  this  occasion,  as  the  letter  was  certainly  of  a 
iater  fabrication,  and  perhaps  not  from  his  hand.  This  letter, 
however,  was  also  in  direct  contradiction  to  every  one  of  the  de- 
fences set  up  by  Mr.  Hastings. — Another  public  letter,  which 
had  been  equally  dwelt  on,  spoke  of  the  "  determination  of  the 
nabob  "  to  resume  the  Jaghires.  It  had  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  the  nabob  could  by  no  means  be  compelled  to  yield  to  their 
measures — that  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Middleton  had  actually 
issued  his  own  perwannas  for  the  collection  of  the  rents,  that 
the  nabob,  rather  than  be  brought  to  the  utmost  state  of  d«^pa- 
dation,  agreed  to  let  the  measure  be  brought  forward  as  bis 
own  act !     Tbe  resistance  of  the  Begums  to  that  measure  was 
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noticed  in  the  same  tetter,  as  an  instance  of  female  levity — as  if 
their  defence  of  the  property  assigned  for  their  subsistence  was 
to  be  made  a  reproach  ; — or  that  they  deserved  a  reproof  forfe- 
maie  lightness,  by  entertaining  a  feminine  objectiOQ  to  their 
being  starved ! 

This  resistance  to  the  measure,  which  vas  expected,  and  the 
eonsoling  slaughter  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  relied,  were  looked 
to  in  all  those  letters  as  a  justification  of  the  measure  itself. 
There  was  not  the  smallest  mention  of  the  anterior  rebellioDi 
which  by  prudent  after-thought  had  been  so  greatly  in8gni6ed. 
There  was  not  a  syllable  of  those  dangerous  machinations  which 
were  to  have  dethroned  the  nabob ;  — of  those  sanguinary  artifices 
by  which  the  English  were  to  have  been  extirpated. — Not  a  par- 
ticle concerning  those  practices  was  mentioned  in  any  of  Middle- 
ton's  letters  to  Hastings,  or  in  the  still  more  confidential  com- 
municatioD  which  he  maint^ned  with  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;  though 
after  the  tatter  fats  tetters  were  continually  posting,  eren  when 
the  chief  justice  was  travelling  round  the  country  in  search  at 
i^davits.  When  on  the  28th  of  November,  he  was  busied  at 
Lucknow  on  that  honourable  business,  and  when  three  days 
after  he  was  found  at  Chunar,  at  tlie  dutance  of  two  hundred 
miles,  prompting  bis  instruments,  and  like  Hamlet's  gtiost  ex- 
claiming— "  Stoearf" — his  progress  on  that  occasion  was  so 
whimdcally  sudden,  when  contrasted  with  the  gravity  of  his  em- 
ploy, that  an  observer  would  be  tempted  to  quote  again  from  the 
same  scene, — "  Hat  Old  Truepenny,  canst  thou  mole  ao  fa»t 
t'  the  ground  f" — Here,  however,  the  comparison  ceased^or 
when  Sir  f^lijah  made  his  visit  to  Lucknow,  "  to  whet  the  al- 
most blunted  purpose"  of  the  nabob,  hia  language  was  wholly 
different  from  that  of  the  poet:— it  would  have  been  much 
against  his  purpose  to  have  said, 

"  Taint  not  ttky  miod,  nor  let  thy  «ool  cootrive 
Againtt  thy  mother  anght  I" 
On  the  subject  of  those  affidavits,  he  would  only  make  another 
single  observation.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  denied  all  acquaint- 
ance with  their  contents,  though  he  had  lieeD  actually  accom- 
panied to  Buxar  by  Major  Davy,  who  there  translated  them 
from  the  Persian,  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Hastings !  There  wa> 
amongst  them  an  affidavit,  taken  in  English,  ^m  a  native  at 
Buxar,  but  which  was  first  explained  to  the  deponent  by  Major 
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Davy  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  Hov  far  therefore 
the  asaerdoa  of  the  chief  justice  was  plausible,  and  bow  far  this 
&ct  was  ooonstent  with  that  asserttoo,  he  should  leave  it  to  thedr 
lordships  to  determine. 

It  waa  in  some  d^ree  observable,  that  not  one  of  the  private 
letters  of  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  produced  at  any  time.  Even 
Middleton,  whm  all  ccMifidenGe  was  broken  between  them  by  the 
productimt  of  his  private  correspondence  at  Calcutta,  either  feel- 
ing for  his  own  safety,  or  sunk  under  the  fascinating  influence  of 
his  master,  did  not  dare  attempt  a  retaliation  1  The  letters  of 
Middtetou,  however,  were  sufficient  to  prove  the  situation  of  the 
nabob,  when  pressed  to  the  measure  of  resuming  theja^ires,  in 
which  he  bad  been  represented  as  acting  wholly  from  himself.  He 
was  there  described  aa  lost  in  sullen  melancholy — with  feelings 
agitated  beyond  expression,  and  with  every  mark  of  agonised  sen- 
sibility. To  sucb  a  df^ee  was  this  apparent,  that  ev»i  Middle- 
ton  was  moved  to  interfere  for  a  temporary  respite,  in  which  he 
might  be  more  reconciled  to  the  measure.  "  I  am  fully  of  opinion," 
■aid  he,  "  that  the  despair  of  the  nabob  must  impel  him  to  vio- 
lence; I  know  also  that  the  violence  mutt  be  fatal  to  himself; 
but  yet  I  think,  that  with  his  present  feelings  be  will  disregard 
all  consequences."  Mr.  Ji^nson  also,  the  assistant-resident,  wrote 
at  the  same  time  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  aver  to  him  that  the  measure 
waa  dangerous,  that  it  would  require  a  total  reform  of  the  col- 
lection, which  could  not  be  made  without  a  campaign !  This  was 
British  .justice  1  this  was  British  humanity  I  Mr.  Hastings  en- 
sures to  the  allies  of  the  company,  in  the  strongest  terms,  their 
prosperity  and  his  protection  ;  the  former  he  secures  by  sending 
an  army  to  plunder  them  of  their  wealth  and  to  desolate  tlieir 
s(h1  1  His  protection  is  fraught  with  a  rimilar  security,  like  that 
of  a  vulture  to  a  lamb ;  grappling  in  its  vitals  t  thirsting  for  its 
Uood  I  scaring  off  each  petty  kite  that  hovers  round ;  and  then, 
with  an  insulting  perversion  of  terms,  calling  sacrifice  protection ! 
— an  object  for  which  history  sedcs  for  any  similarity  in  vain. 
The  deep  searching  annals  of  Tacitus ; — the  luminous  philosophy 
oi  Gibbon  ; — all  the  records  of  man's  transgressing,  &om  original 
sin  to  the  present  period,  dwindle  into  comparative  insignificance 
of  enormity,  both  in  aggravation  of  vile  principles,  and  extent 
(tf  their  consequential  ruin  !  The  victims  of  this  oppressioD  were 
confeasedly  destitute  of  all  power  to  resist  their  oppressors ;  but 
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that  detnlity,  which  from  other  boaoms  would  have  claimed  some 
coiBpasBioD,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  suffering,  here  excnted 
but  the  ingenuity  of  torture  !  Even  when  every  feeling  of  the 
nabob  was  subdued,  nature  made  a  lingering,  feeble  stand  within 
his  bosom ;  but  even  then  that  cold  unfeeling  spirit  of  magruuii- 
mity,  with  whom  his  doom  waa  fixed,  returned  with  double  acri- 
mony to  its  purpose,  and  compelled  him  to  inflict  on  «  parent  that 
destructioD,  of  which  he  was  himself  reserved  but  to  be  the  last 
victim  !" 

Yet,  when  cruelty  seemed  to  have  reached  its  bounds,  and  guilt 
to  have  ascended  to  its  climax,  there  was  something  Id  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Hastings  which  seemed  to  transcend  the  latter,  and 
overleap  the  former ;  and  of  this  kind  was  the  letter  to  the  n^xib 
which  was  dispatched  on  this  occasion.  To  rebuke  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  for  his  moderation,  aswasinstantly  done,  was  easily  performed 
through  the  medium  of  a  public  and  a  private  letter.  But  to 
vrrite  to  the  nabob  in  such  a  manner  that  the  command  might  be 
conveyed,  and  yet  the  letter  afterwards  shown  to  the  world,  was 
a  task  of  more  difficulty,  but  which  it  appeared  by  the  event  was 
admirably  suited  to  the  genius  of  Mr.  Hastings.  His  letter  was 
dated  the  15th  of  February,  1782,  though  the  jagbires  had  been 
then  actually  seized  ;  and  it  was  in  proof  that  it  had  been  sent  at 
a  much  earlier  period.  He  there  assured  the  nabob  of  his  coin- 
cidence with  his  wishes  respecting  the  resumption  of  the  jagbires; 
he  declares,  that  if  he  found  any  difficulty  in  the  measure,  he^ 
Mr.  Hastings,  would  go  to  his  assistance  in  person,  and  lend  his 
aid  to  punish  those  who  opposed  it ;  *<  f<v  that  nothing  oould  be 
more  ardent  than  his  friendship,  or  more  e^er  than  his  seal  for 
his  welfare."  The  moat  desperate  intention  was  clothed  in  the 
mildest  language.  But  the  nabob  knew,  by  sad  experience,  the 
character  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  therefore  was  not  to  he 
deoetved ;  he  saw  the  dagger  glistening  in  the  hand  which  was 
treacherously  extended,  as  if  to  his  assistance,  and  from  that 
moment  the  lost  faint  ray  of  nature  expired  in  his  bosom.  Mr. 
Middleton  from  that  time  extended  his  iron  sceptre  without 
resistance ;  the  jaghtres  were  seized — every  measure  was  carried 
— and  the  nabob,  with  his  feelings  lacerated  and  his  dignity 
degraded,  was  no  longer  considered  as  an  object  of  r^;ard. 
Though  these  were  drcumstances  exasperating  to  the  human 
heart,  which  felt  the  smallest  remains  of  sensibility,  yet  it  was 
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necessary,  in  idea,  to  review  the  whole  from  the  time  that  this 
treachery  as  first  conceived,  to  that  when,  by  a  series  of  arti* 
fices  the  most  execrable,  it  was  brought  to  a  completion.  Mr. 
Hastings  would  there  be  seen  standing  aloof  indeed,  but  not 
inactive  in  the  war !  He  would  be  diBOovered  in  reviewing  his 
agents,  rebuking  at  one  time  the  pale  conscience  of  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  and  at  another,  relying  on  the  stouter  villany  of  Kyder 
Beg  Gawn.  With  all  (be  calmness  of  veteran  delinquency, 
his  eye  ranged  through  the  busy  prospect,  piercing  through  the 
darkness  of  subordinate  guilt,  and  arranging  with  congenial 
adroitnesa  the  tools  of  his  crimes,  and  the  instruments  of  his 
cruelty. 

The  feelings  of  the  several  parties  at  the  time  would  be  most 
properly  judged  of  by  their  respective  correspondence.  When 
the  Bow  Begum,  despairing  of  redress  from  the  nabob,  addressed 
herself  to  Mr.  Middleton,  and  reminded  him  of  the  guarantee 
which  he  had  signed,  she  was  instantly  promised  that  the  amount 
of  her  ji^hire  should  be  made  good ;  though  Mr.  Middleton 
said  be  could  not  interfere  with  the  sovereign  decision  of  the  na- 
bob respecting  the  lands.  The  deluded  and  unfortunate  woman 
*'  thanked  God  that  Mr.  Middleton  was  at  hand  for  her  relief," 
at  the  very  instant  when  he  was  directing  every  effort  to  her  de- 
struction ;  whenhe  had  actually  written  the  orders  which  were 
to  take  the  collection  out  of  the  hands  of  her  agents  !  Even 
when  the  Begum  was  undeceived,— ^when  she  found  that  British 
faith  was  no  protection, — ^when  she  found  that  she  should  leave 
,tfae  country,  and  prayed  to  the  god  of  nations  not  to  grant  his 
peace  to  those  who  remained  behind,  still  there  was  no  charge  of 
re&eUion,— no  recrimination  made  to  all  her  reproaches  for  the 
broken  faith  of  the  English  j— nay,  when  stung  to  madness,  she 
asked  "  how  long  would  be  their  reign  ?"  No  mention  of  her 
disaffection  was  brought  forward ;  the  stress  was  therefore  idle, 
which  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  strove  to  lay  on  these  expres- 
moaa  of  an  injured  and  enraged  woman.  When  at  last  irritated 
beyond  bearing,  she  denounced  in&iny  on  the  heads  of  her  op- 
pressors, who  was  there  who  would  not  say  that  she  spoke  in  a 
prophetic  spirit,  and  that  what  she  had  then  predicted,  had  not 
evento  its  last  letter  been  accomplished .'  But  did  Mr.  Middleton, 
even  to  this  violence,  retort  any  particle  of  accusation  P  No ;  he 
sent  Ajoeote  reply  stating,  that  he  had  received  such  a  letter  un- 
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der  ber  seal,  but  that  from  its  ctmtents  he  could  not  suspect  it  to 
oome  from  her ;  and  hoping,  therefore,  that  she  might  detect  the 
forgery'.  Thus  did  he  add  to  foul  injurieB  the  vile  aggravation 
of  a  brutal  jest ;  like  the  tiger  that  prowls  over  the  scene  where 
his  ravages  were  committed,  he  showed  the  savageness  of  bis  na- 
ture by  griDning  over  bis  prey,  and  fawning  over  the  last  agonies 
of  bis  unfcntunate  victim. 

Those  letters  were  then  enclosed  to  the  nabob,  who,  do  more 
than  Ae  rest,  made  any  attempt  to  justify  himsdf  by  imputing 
criminality  to  the  Begums.  He  merely  sighed  a  hope  that  bis 
conduct  to  his  parents  had  drawn  no  shame  upon  his  head ;  and 
declared  his  intention  to  punish— not  any  disaffection  'in  the  Be- 
gum— but  some  officious  sei'vants  who  had  dared  to  foment  the 
misunderstanding  between  them  and  the  nabob.  A  letter  wai 
finally  sent  to  Mr.  Hastings,  about  six  days  before  the  setsure  of 
the  treasure  from  the  Begums,  declaring  their  innocence,  and  re- 
ferring the  governor-general  to  Captain  6ord<Hi,  whose  life  they 
had  protected,  and  whose  safety  should  have  been  their  justifica- 
tion. That  inquiry  was  never  made ;  it  was  looked  on  as  unne- 
cessary ;  because  the  conviction  of  their  innocmce  was  too  deeply 
impressed ! 

The  counsel,  in  recommending  attenttoo  to  tbe  public  in  pre- 
ference to  the  private  letters,  had  remarked,  in  particular,  that 
one  letter  should  not  be  taken  as  evidence,  because  it  was  mani- 
festly and  abstractedly  private,  as  it  contained  in  one  part  the 
anxieties  of  Mr.  Middleton  for  the  illness  of  his  son.  This  was 
a  singular  argument  indeed  ;  and  the  circumstance,  in  his  mind, 
merited  strict  observation,  though  not  in  tbe  view  in  which  it 
was  placed  by  tbe  counsel.  It  went  to  show  that  some  at  least  of 
those  concerned  in  these  transactions,  felt  the  force  of  those  ties 
which  their  efforts  were  directed  to  tear  asunder ; — that  those 
who  could  ridicule  the  respective  attachment  of  a  mother  and  a 
son ; — who  would  prohibit  the  rever^ice  of  the  son  to  the  motb« 
who  had  given  him  life ; — who  could  deny  to  maternal  d^iUtg 
the  protection  which  /Uial  ietutemess  should  afford  '. — were  yet 
sensible  of  the  straining  of  those  chords  by  which  they  were 
connected.  There  was  something  connected  with  this  transactimi 
so  wretchedly  horrible,  and  so  vilely  loathsome,  as  to  excite  the 
most  contemptible  disgust.  If  it  were  not  a  part  of  his  duty,  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  speak  of  the  sacredness  of  the  ties  iHrich 
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those  aliens  to  feeling, — those  apostates  to  humanity  had  thus 
divided.  In  such  an  assemhly  as  that  which  I  have  the  honour 
of  addressing,  there  is  not  an  eye  but  must  dart  reproof  at  this 
conduct; — not  a  heart  hut  must  anticipate  its  condemnation. 
"  Filial  Piktt  !— It  i»  the  primal  bond  of  society— it  is  that 
instinctive  principle  which,  panting  for  its  proper  good,  soothes, 
unbidden,  each  sense  and  sensibility  of  man  !  — it  now  quivers  on 
every  lip  ! — ^it  now  beams  from  every  eye  ! — it  is  an  emanation 
of  that  gratitude  which,  softening  under  the  sense  of  recollected 
good,  is  eager  to  own  the  vast  countless  debt  it  ne'er,  alas  !  can 
pay,  for  so  many  long  years  of  unceasing  solicitudes,  honourable 
self-denials,  life-preserving  cares! — it  is  that  part  of  our  prac- 
tice where  duty  drops  its  awe ! — where  reverence  refines  into 
love ! — it  asks  no  aid  of  memory  ! — ^it  needs  not  the  deductions 
of  reason ! — pre-existing,  paramount  over  alt,  whether  law,  or 
human  rule,  few  arguments  can  increase  and  none  can  diminish 
it  I — it  is  the  sacrament  of  our  nature  !-^iiot  only  the  duty,  but 
the  indulgence  of  man — it  is  his  first  great  privilege — ^it  is 
amongst  his  last  most  endearing  delights  !^it  causes  the  bosom 
to  glow  with  reverberated  love! — it  requites  the  visitations  of 
nature,  and  returns  the  blessings  that  have  been  received  I — it 
fires  emotion  into  vital  principle — it  renders  habituated  instinct 
into  a  master-passion — sways  all  the  sweetest  energies  of  man — 
hangs  over  each  vicissitude  of  all  that  must  pass  away — aids  the 
melancholy  virtues  in  their  last  sad  tasks  of  life,  to  cheer  the 
languors  of  decrepitude  and  age— explores  the  thought — eluci- 
dates the  aching  eye  t — and  breathes  sweet  consolation  even  io 
the  awful  moment  of  dissolution!" 

The  jaghires  being  seixed,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  ob- 
serve, the  Begums  were  left  without  the  smallest  share  of  that 
pecuniary  compensation  promised  by  Mr.  Middleton ;  and  as, 
when  tyranny  and  injustice  take  the  field,  they  are  always  at- 
tended by  their  camp-fbtlotaera,  paltry,  pUfering,  and  petty  in- 
sult— so,  in  this  instance,  the  goods  taken  from  them  were  sold 
at  a  mock  sale  at  inferior  value.  Even  gold  and  jewels,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Begums,  instantly  lost  their  value  when  it 
was  known  that  they  came  ^m  them !  Their  ministers  were 
therefore  imprisoned  to  extort  the  deficiency  which  this  fraud 
had  occasioned ;  and  those  mean  arts  were  employed  to  justify  a 
continuance  of  cruelty.  Yet,  these  again  were  little  to  the  frauds 
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of  Mr.  Hastings.  After  extorting  upwaitls  of  £600,000  be  for- 
bade Mr.  Middleton  to  come  to  a  condutive  aettlemeat.  He 
knew  that  the  treasons  of  our  allies  in  India  had  their  origin 
solely  in  the  vants  of  the  company.  He  could  not,  tberefcw^ 
say  that  the  Begums  were  entirely  innocent,  until  he  had  cod- 
Hulted  the  general  record  of  crimes ! — the  cask  account  at  Cal- 
cutta !  And  this  prudence  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  fully  ju8ti6ed 
by  the  event ;  for  there  was  actually  found  a  balance  of  iwentjf- 
»UB  lacks  more  against  the  Begums,  which  ^360,000  worth  of 
treason  had  never  been  dreamed  of  bef<OTe,  <*  Talk  not  to  us," 
said  the  governor-general,  "  of  their  guilt,  or  innocence,  but  as 
it  suits  the  company's  credit !  We  will  not  try  them  by  the 
code  of  Justinian,  nor  the  institutes  of  Timur;— we  will  not 
judge  them  either  by  the  British  taws,  or  their  local  customs ! 
No  [  we  will  try  them  by  the  multiplication  ttMe, — we  will 
find  them  guilty  by  the  rttle  of  three, — and  we  will  cctttdann 
them  according  to  the  sapient  and  profound  institutes  of — 
Cocker's  Arithmetic.'" 

Proceeding  next  to  state  the  distresses  of  the  Begums  in  the 
Zenana,  and  of  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mahal,  Mr.  Sheridan 
stated  that  some  observation  was  due  to  the  remark  made-bj 
Mr.  Hastings  in  his  defence,  where  he  declared  "  that  wbaterer 
were  the  distresses  there,  and  whoever  was  the  agent,  the  mea- 
sure was,  in  his  opinion,  reconcileable  to  justice,  honour,  and 
sound  policy."  Major  Scott,  the  incomparabie  agent  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  had  declared  this  passage  to  have  been  written  by  Mr, 
Hastings  with  his  own  hand.  Mr.  Middlettm,  it  appeared,  had 
also  avowed  his  share  in  those  humane  transactioas,  and  blusb- 
ingly  retired.  Mr.  Hastings  then  cheered  his  drooping  spirits. 
"  Whatever  part  of  the  load,'"  said  he,  "  yours  cannot  bear,  my 
unburdened  character  shall  assume.  I  will  crown  your  labours 
with  my  irresistible  approbation.  Thus,  twin~iearrior>,  ye  shall 
go  forth  I  you  find  memory,  and  I'll  find  character — and  assault, 
repulse,  and  contumely  shall  all  be  set  at  defiance  !" 

If  I  could  not  prove,  continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  those  acts 
of  Mr.  Middleton  were  in  reality  the  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings,  I 
should  not  trouble  your  lordships  by  combating  these  assertions ; 
but  as  that  part  of  bis  criminality  can  be  incontestibly  ascer- 
tained, I  shall  unequivocally  appeal  to  the  assembled  l^slatrav 
of  this  realm,  and  call  on  them  to  say,  whether  those  acts  were 
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justifiable  on  the  score  of  policy.  I  shall  appeal  to  all  the  august 
presideats  in  the  courts  of  British  jurisprudence,  and  to  all  the 
learned  ornaments  of  the  profession,  to  decide  whether  these 
actions  were  reconcileahle  to  justice.  I  shall  appeal  to  a  reve- 
rend assemblage  of  prelates,  feeling  for  the  general  interests  of 
humanity,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  religion  to  which  they  be- 
long— let  them  determine  in  their  own  minds,  whether  those  acts 
of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  were  such  as  a  Chriatian 
ought  to  perform,  or  a  man  to  avow  I 

He  next  detailed  the  circumstances  of  the  imprisonment  of 
Bahr  Ally  Cawn  and  Jewar  Ally  Cawn,  the  ministers  of  the 
nabob,  on  the  grounds  above  stated ;  with  them  was  confined 
that  arch-rebel,  Sumpshire  Gavn,  by  whom  every  act  of  hostility 
that  had  taken  place  against  the  English  was  stated  to  have 
been  committed.  No  inquiry,  however,  was  made  concerning  his 
treason,  though  many  had  been  held  respecting  the  treamre  of 
the  others.  He  was  not  so  far  noticed  as  to  be  deprived  cS  his 
food;'  nor  was  he  even  complimented  with  fetters',  and  yet, 
when  he  is  on  a  future  day  to  be  informed  of  the  mischiefs  he  was 
now  stated  to  have  done,  he  must  think  that  on  being  forgotten, 
he  had  a  very  promdentiai  escape !  The  others  were,  on  the 
contr^y,  taken  from  their  milder  prison  at  Fyzabad ;  and  when 

*  The  folloning  note  from  Mr.  Middletoo  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Rutledge, 
dated  January  20,  1782,  luxl  been  reftd  in  evidence: — 
"Sib, 

"When  this  note  is  delivered  to  you  by  Hoolsa  Roy,  I  have  to  desire  that 
you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put  in  iron*,  iteping  that  from  all  food,  S/e. 
agrttabU  to  nty  uufracftoM  nf  ytttrrday. 

(Signed)  "Nath.  Middlbtok." 

Mr.  Middleton  had  indeed  refosed  to  aclcnowledge  that  he  wrote  this  note, 
alleging  that,  as  he  hadbeenaccusedby  Mr.  Hastings  forhia  conduct  at  Fyza- 
bad, he  begged  he  might  not  be  forced  to  answer  questions  that  would  criroi- 
nate  himself.  But  what  was  the  natore  of  the  accusation  brought  against  Mr. 
Middleton  by  Mr.  Hastings  ?  Was  it  that  he  had  used  harsh  methods  to  get 
possession  of  the  treasnreB  i  No— the  charge  was,  that  he  had  shown  too  mnch 
fOTbeannce ;  and  Mr.  Middleton's  answer  to  Mr.  HaatingH's  charge  was  of  a 
natnre  which  proved  that  it  was  not  of  too  great  severity  that  the  governor- 
general  had  accused  him.  "  It  could  not,  I  flatter  myself,"  says  Mr.  Middle- 
too,  "  be  termed  a  long  or  unwanantable  delay  (two  days).  The  nabob  was 
to*  to  the  Begum  whom  we  were  to  proceed  against — a  mm  against  a  molhtr 
must  at  least  mm  afpeanmen  in  his  mode  of  proceeding.  In  the  East  It  is 
well  known  that  no  man,  either  by  himself  or  his  troops,  can  eater  the  walls 
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threBtt  could  effect  oothiDg,  transfored  by  the  meek  himumty 
of  Mr.  MiddletOD  to  the  fortress  of  Chunai^ur.  There,  where 
the  Britiah  flag  was  flyiag,  they  w«e  domned  to  deeper  dungeons, 
heavier  chuns,  and  severer  puDishmeiits ; — there,  where  that  flag 
was  flying,  which  was  wont  to  cheer  the  depressed,  and  to  elate 
the  subdued  heart  of  misery,  these  yenerabJe,  but  imftntunale 
men  were  fated  to  oicouDter  something  lower  than  parditioit, 
and  something  blacker  than  despair !  It  appeared  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Holt  and  others,  that  they  were  both  cruelly 
flogged,  though  one  was  about  seventy  years  of  age,  to  extort  a 
confession  of  the  buried  wealth  of  the  Bc^ms !  Being  charged 
with  disaffection,  they  proclaimed  their  innocence.  "  Tell  us 
where  are  the  remaining  treasures  (was  the  reply) — ^it  is  only 
treachery  to  your  immediate  sovereigns : — and  you  will  then  be 
6t  associates  for  the  representatives  of  British  faith  and  Brittsb 
justice  in  India  !" — "  Oh  !  Faith,  oh  Justice  !"  exclaimed  Mr. 
Sheridan,  "  I  conjure  you,  by  your  sacred  names,  to  depart  for 
a  moment  from  this  place,  though  it  be  your  peculiar  residence; 
nor  hear  your  names  profaned  by  such  a  sacrilegious  combina- 
tion as  that  which  I  am  now  compelled  to  repeat  < — where  all 
the  fair  forma  of  nature  and  art,  truth  and  peace,  policy  and 
honour,  shrunk  back  aghast  from  the  deleterious  shade ! — where 
all  existences,  nefarious  and  vile,  had  sway ;— where,  amidst 
the  black  agents  on  one  side,  and  Middleton  with  Impey  on  the 
other,  the  toughest  head,  the  most  unfeeling  heart  t  the  great 
figure  of  the  piece,  characteristic  in  his  place,  stood  aloof  and 
independent  frpm  the  puny  profligacy  in  his  train !— but  far 
from  idle  and  inactive, — turning  a  mali^ant  eye  on  all  miscbirf 
that  awaited  him  1 — the  multiplied  apparatus  of  temporising  ex- 
pedients, and  intimidating  instruments !  now  cringing  on  his 
prey  and  fawning  on  his  vengeance  I— now  quickening  the  lim- 
pid paceof  croft,  and  forcing  every  stand  that  retiring  nature  can 

of  s  ZensDS,  tcareely  id  the  case  of  acting  agaiaat  an  open  enemy,  modi  tttm 
of  an  aWf-^aa  aUg  acting  agtmut  kit  ami  melher.  The  oater  waits,  and  ttkc 
Btgam  agenta,  were  all  that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack ;  they  were  dealt 
with,  and  aucceufiilly,  ai  the  event  proved.  No  further  rigoor  than  what  I 
have  exerted  could  be  used  against  females  in  this  country.  When  farce  eomli 
it  tmphgtd  it  Hui  not  tpartd,'' 

This  defence  dearly  showed  that  Mr.  Haetingt  had  acciued  Mr.  Middiehm, 
not  of  having  used  too  mitth  itrtrily,  but  of  lut  having  nied  eaovf  A. 
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make  in  the  heart !  violating  the  attachmentE  and  the  decoruniB 
of  life !  sacrificing  every  emotion  of  tendeniesB  and  honour  !  and 
flagitiously  levelling  all  the  distinctions  of  national  character- 
isticR !  with  a  long  catalogue  of  crimes  and  aggravations,  beyond 
the  reach  of  thought  for  human  malignity  to  perpetrate,  or  hu- 
man vengeance  to  punish  ! 

It  might  have  been  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  the  human 
heart,  that  the  Begums  had  been  themselves  exempted  from 
a  share  in  these  sufleringa ;  and  that  they  had  been  wounded 
only  through  the  sides  of  their  ministers.  The  reverse  of  this, 
however,  was  the  fact.  Their  palace  was  surrounded  by  a  guard, 
which  was  withdrawn  by  Major  Oilpin,  to  avoid  the  growing 
resentments  of  the  people,  and  replaced  by  Mr.  Middleton, 
through  his  fears  from  that  "  dreadful  responsibility "  which 
was  imposed  on  him  by  Mr.  Hastings.  The  womes  of  the 
Khord  Mahal,  who  had  not  been  involved  in  the  Begums'  sup- 
posed crimes;  who  had  raised  no  auh-rebeUion  of  their  own  \ 
and  who,  it  had  been  proved,  lived  in  a  distinct  dwelling,  were 
causelessly  involved  in  the  same  punishment;  their  residence 
surrounded  with  guards,  they  were  driven  to  despair  hy  famine, 
and  when  they  poured  forth  in  sad  procession,  were  driven  back 
by  the  soldiery,  and  beaten  with  bludgeons  to  the  scene  of  mad- 
ness which  they  had  quitted.  These  were  acts,  Mr.  Sheridan 
observed,  which,  when  told,  needed  no  comment ;  he  should  not 
offer  a  single  syllable  to  awaken  their  lordships'  feelings ;  but 
leave  it  ,to  the  facts  which  had  been  proved,  to  make  their  own 
impressions. 

The  argument  now  reverted  solely  to  this  point,  whether  Mr, 
Hastings  was  to  be  answerable  for  the  crimes  committed  by  his 
agent  ?  It  had  been  fully  proved  that  Mr.  Middleton  had 
signed  the  treaty  with  the  superior  Begum  in  October,  \^^^. 
He  had  acknowledged  signing  some  others  of  other  dates,  but 
could  not  recollect  his  authority.  These  treaties  had  been  fully 
recognized  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  was  fully  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Purling,  in  the  year  1780.  In  that  of  October, 
1778,  the  jaghire  was  secured  which  was  allotted  for  the  support 
of  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mahal :  on  the  flrst  idea  of  resuming 
these  jaghires  a  provision  should  have  been  secured  to  those  un- 
fortunate women  ;  and  in  this  respect  Mr.  Hastings  was  clearly 
guilty  of  a  crime,  by  his  omission  of  making  such  proviaitm. 
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But  Still  he  pleaded,  that  he  wu  not  accountable  tor  the  cruel- 
ties which  had  been  exerdsed.  This  was  the  plea  which  TyraoDy, 
aided  by  its  prime  minister  Treachery,  was  always  sure  to  set 
up.  Mr.  MiddletoD  had  attempted  to  strengthen  this  plea  bj 
endeavovriDg  to  claim  the  wbde  infamy  oi  those  transactions, 
and  to  monopolize  the  guilt !  He  dared  even  to  aver  that  be 
bad  been  coadecined  by  Mr.  Hastings  ttx  the  ignominious  part 
he  had  acted :  he  dared  to  avow  this,  because  Mr.  Hastings  was 
on  his  trial,  and  he  thought  he  should  neV^  be  tried ; — but  in 
tbe  face  of  the  court,  and  before  he  \e{t  the  bar  he  was  com- 
pelled to  confess  that  it  was  for  the  lenience,  not  the  eeverUf  cf 
his  proceedings,  that  he  had  been  reproved  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

It  would  not,  he  trusted,  be  argued,  that  because  Mr.  Hast- 
ings bad  not  marked  every  passing  shade  of  guilt,  and  because 
be  had  only  given  the  bold  outline  of  cruelty,  that  be  was  thwe- 
fore  to  be  acquitted.  It  was  laid  down  by  the  law  of  England 
— that  law  which  was  the  perfection  of  reason — that  a  person  or- 
dering an  act  to  be  done  by  his  agent,  was  answerable  for  that 
act  with  all  its  consequences.  Middleton  had  been  appointed,  in 
1777i  *lie  avowed  and  private  agent — the  aecond-aeif  of  Mr. 
Hastings.  The  governor-general  had  ordered  the  measure: 
Middletou  declared  that  it  could  not  have  been  effected  by 
milder  means.  Even  if  he  never  saw,  nor  heard  afterwards  ol 
the  consequences  of  the  measure,  he  was  answerable  for  every 
pang  that  was  indicted,  and  for  all  the  blood  that  was  shed. 
But  be  had  heard,  and  that  instantly,  of  the  whole.  He  had 
written  to  arraign  Middleton  of  forbearance  and  of  neglect !  He 
commanded  them  to  work  upon  their  hopes  and  fears,  and  to 
leave  no  means  untried,  until-^-to  speak  their  own  language,  bat 
which  would  be  better  suited  to  the  banditti  of  a  eaoern — "  they 
obtained  possession  of  tbe  secret  hoards  of  the  old  ladies."  He 
would  not  allow  even  of  a  delay  of  two  days  to  smoothe  the 
compelled  approaches  of  a  son  to  liis  mother,  on  such  an  occa. 
fiion  I  His  orders  were  peremptory  ;  and  if  a  massacre  did  not 
take  place,  it  was  the  merit  of  accident,  and  not  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
After  this  would  it  be  said,  that  the  prisoner  was  ignorant  of  the 
acts,  or  not  culpable  for  their  consequences?  It  was  true,  he 
bad  not  enjoined  in  so  many  words  the  gttards,  the  famine,  and 
the  hludgeana  ;  he  bad  not  weighed  the  Jetters,  nor  numbered 
the  laehea  to  be  inflicted  on  his  victims.  But  yet  he  was  equally 
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guilty,  as  if-  he  bad  borne  an  active  and  personal  share  in  each 
transaction.  It  was,  as  if  he  had  commanded  that  the  heart 
should  be  torn  from  the  bosom,  and  yet  had  enjtuned  that  no 
blood  should  follow.  He  was  in  the  same  degree  accountable  to 
the  law,  to  his  country,  to  his  conscience,  and  to  his  Ood  i 

Mr.  Hastings  had  endeavoured  also  to  get  rid  of  a  part  of  his 
guilt,  by  observing  that  he  was  but  one  of  the  supreme  council, 
and  that  all  the  rest  had  sanctioned  those  transactions  with  their 
approbation.  If  Mr.  Hastings  could  prove,  however,  that  others 
participated  in  the  guilt,  it  would  not  tend  to  diminish  his  own 
criminality.  But  the  fact  was,  that  the  council  had  in  nothing 
erred  so  much  as  in  a  criminal  credulity  given  to  the  declarations 
of  the  govemor-g^ieraL  They  knew  not  a  word  of  those  trans- 
actions until  they  were  finally  concluded.  It  was  not  until  the 
January  following  that  they  saw  the  mass  of  fals^uiod  which 
had  been  published  under  the  title  of  "Mr.  Hastings's  Narrative.^ 
They  bad  been  then  unaccountably  duped  into  the  sufiering  a 
letter  to  pass,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  intended  to  deceive 
the  directors  into  a  belief  that  they  had  received  intelligence  at 
that  time,  which  was  not  the  fact.  These  observations,  Mr.  She- 
ridan said,  were  not  meant  to  cast  any  obloquy  on  the  council ; 
they  bad  undoubtedly  been  deceived,  and  the  deceit  practised  on 
them  by  making  them  sign  the  Narrative,  was  of  itself  a  strong 
accusation  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  a  decided  proof  of  his  own  con^ 
sciousness  of  guilt  When  tired  of  corporeal  infliction,  his  ty- 
ranny was  grBti6ed  by  insulting  the  understanding.  Other  ty- 
rants, though  bom  to  greatness,  such  as  a  Nero,  or  a  Caligula, 
might  have  been  roused,  it  had  been  supposed,  by  reflection,  and 
awakened  into  contrition ;  but  here  was  an  instance  which  spumed 
at  theory  and  baffled  supposition :  a  man  born  to  a  state  at  least 
of  equality ;— inured  to  calculation,  and  brought  up  in  habits  of 
reflection ;  and  yet  proving  in  the  end  that  monster  in  nature,  a 
dtliberate  and  reasoning  tyrant. 

The  board  of  directors  received  those  advices  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings thought  proper  to  transmit ;  but  though  unfurnished  with 
any  other  materials  to  form  their  judgments,  they  expressed  very 
strongly  their  doubts,  and  as  properly  ordered  an  inquiry  into 
the  cireumstances  of  the  alleged  disaffection  of  the  B^ums; 
pronouncing  it,  at  the  same  time,  a  debt  which  was  due  to  the 
honour  and  justice  of  the  British  nation.     This  inquiry,  how- 
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ever,  on  the  directions  reaching  India,  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  etude.  He  stated  to  the  council,  it  being 
merely  stated  that  "  if  on  inquiry  certain  facts  appeared,"  do 
inquiry  was  thereby  directly  enjoined  !  "  It  would  reTive  (said 
he)  those  animosities  that  subsisted  between  the  Begums  and  the 
vizier,  which  had  tben  subsided.  If  the  former  were  ioclined  to 
appeal  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  they  were  the  best  judges  of  their 
own  feeling,  and  should  be  left  to  make  their  own  complainL" 
All  this,  however,  was  nothing  to  the  magnificent  paragraph 
which  concluded  this  minute,  and  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan  also  re- 
quested the  attention  of  the  court.  '*  Beside,  (said  Mr.  Hast- 
ings) I  hope  it  will  not  be  a  departure  from  official  language  to 
say,  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  approached  with- 
out solicitation ;  she  ought  not  to  descend  to  inflame  or  provdce, 
but  to  withhold  her  judgment,  until  she  is  called  on  to  deter- 
mine !"  What  is  stiU  more  astonishing,  is,  that  Sir  John  Mac- 
pherson,  (who,  though  a  gentleman  of  sense  and  honour,  be 
stated  to  be  rather  Oriental  in  his  imagination,  and  not  learned 
in  the  sublime  and  beautiful,  formed  the  immortal  leader  of  this 
prosecution,  and  who  had  before  opposed  Mr.  Hastings)  was 
caught  by  this  bold  bombastic  quUtble,  and  joined  in  the  same 
words,  "  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  approached 
without  solicitation." 

"RmX.  justice  is  not  this  halt  and  miserable  object !  (continued 
Mr.  Sheridan)  it  is  not  the  inefiective  bauble  of  an  Indian  pogod ! 
—it  is  not  the  portentous  phantom  of  despair ; — it  is  not  like 
any  fabled  monster,  formed  in  the  eclipse  of  reason,  and  found 
in  some  unhallowed  grove  of  superstitious  darkness  and  political 
dismay !  No,  my  lords ! 

In  the  happy  reverse  of  all  these,  I  turn  from  this  disgusting 
caricature  to  the  real  image ! — Justice  I  have  now  before  me, 
august  and  pure;  the  abstract  idea  of  all  that  would  be  perfect  in 
the  spirits  and  the  aspirings  of  men ! — wh«%  the  mind  rises,  where 
the  heart  expands; — where  the  countenaive  is  ever  placid  and 
benign — where  her  favourite  attitude  is  to  stoop  to  the  unfortu- 
nate— to  hear  their  cry  and  to  help  them, — to  rescue  and  relieve, 
to  succour  and  save  i — majestic  from  its  mercy  ;  venerable  from 
its  utility  : — uplifted  without  pride, — firm  without  obduracy : — 
beneficent  in  each  preference : — lovely,  though  Jn  her  frown  ! 

On  that  justice  I  rely ;  deliberate  and  sure,  abstracted  from 
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all  parly  purpose  and  political  speculations!  not  in  words,  but  on 
facts  !— You,  my  lords,  who  hear  me,  I  conjure  by  those  rights 
it  is  your  best  privilege  to  preserve ;  by  that  fame  it  is  your  best 
pleasure  to  inherit ;  by  all  those  feelings  vhich  refer  to  the  first 
term  in  the  series  of  existaice,  the  original  cpmptict  of  our  na- 
ture— our  cott^rolUng  ranJc  in  the  creatiiMi.  This  is  the  call  on 
all  to  adminiBter  to  truth  and  equity,  as  they  would  satisfy  the 
laws  and  satisfy  themselves,  with  the  most  exalted  bliss  possible, 
or  coDo^vable  for  our  nature,— tAe  self- approving  oonaciouaneaa 
of  virtue,  wb«i  the  condemnation  we  look  for  will  be  one  of  the 
most  ample  mercies  accomplished  for  mankind  since  the  creation 
of  the  world ! 

My  lords  I  have  done. 

7Ke  Bowt  immtdiat^y  rote  aad  a^owrMd  to  Ihefirtt  TWtilay  in  Iht  natl  ih- 


JOHB  17. 
BOYAL  BOBOnOUS  OF  SCOTLAKD. 

TU  petUieiufivm  like  d^trtnt  bmwyhi  iff  Seotlaad  hang  read  pro  forma. 

Mb.  Sukbidam  expressed  his  regret  that  the  unforeseen  pro- 
traction of  otha  impmtant  business  had  obliged  him  to  defer  so 
long,  a  subject  of  such  importance,  as  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  internal  government  of  the  royal  bo< 
roughs  of  Scotland.  He  stated  his  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  house ;  de- 
claring, at  the  same  time,  that  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  explanation  of  what  might,  at  first,  appear  extra- 
ordinary, viz,  that  such  a  motion  should  be  brought  forward  by 
a  person  not  interested  by  local  conaectiim,  or  personal  habits 
with  the  parties  whose  petitirais,  for  a  redress  of  grievances, 
were  now  before  the  house.  The  fact  was,  that  every  member 
of  that  house  who  had  a  single  right  idea  of  the  first  principles 
of  the  constitution,  and  of  course,  of  the  first  cause  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  founded  on  that  constitution,  or  who  felt, 
as  he  trusted  every  member  of  that  house  did,  an  equal  and 
common  interest  in  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  the  two 
countries  comprising  the  united  kingdoms  ;  that  emy  member 
so  judging,  and  actuated  by  such  a  principle,  was  perfectly  com- 
petent and  qualified  to  investigate  the  propositions  he  should 
now  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  house.     Mr.  Sheridan  then 
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adverted  to  the  adnmced  state  of  the  mssod,  the  ancommoulj 
thin  attendance  which  could  be  procured  even  upon  subjects  m 
which  the  minister  himself  was  particularly  interested  ;  and  de- 
clared his  reasons  for  not  entering  into  the  general  merits  of  the 
question  at  this  time,  observing  however,  that  it  fortunatd; 
happened  that  the  present  question  was  of  such  a  nature  as  lo 
admit  of  a  perfect  explanation  in  a  single  senteoce.  The  eril 
complained  of  by  aa  respectable  a  body  of  petitioners  as  ever  had 
approached  the  bar  of  tliat  bouse  was,  that  certain  enonnitia 
and  inveterate  abuses  had  prevailed,  and  did  prevail,  in  the  ad- 
ministration and  guvemmait  of  the  royal  boroughs  in  Scotlsnd; 
and  that  there  existed  no  competent  qualification  to  check  and 
control  these  abuses,  or  to  give  redress  to  those  who  were  injured 
by  them.  That  certain  self-elected  magistrates  and  counsellcHv, 
assumed  a  power  of  levpng  money  upon  their  fellow-subjecti, 
without  authority  from  law,  and  of  punishing  those  who  wilb- 
Btood  them,  by  a  partial  and  corrupt  exercise  of  an  illegal  dis- 
cretion ;  that  those  magistrates  and  counsellors  claimed  a  ri^ 
to  dissipate  the  public  property  of  th^r  fellow-citizens,  and  lo 
neglect  the  duties  of  their  public  station,  without  admitting 
themselves  to  be  accounuble  or  responsible,  in  any  way,  to 
those  whose  interests,  security,  and  contentment  formed  the 
only  pretence  for  the  existence  of  a»y  power  or  superiority  in 
those  p^^oQs ;  a  power  and  superiority  necessarily  forfeited  the 
moment  those  objects  were  not  attended  to.  The  existence  of 
those  evils  was  proved  by  the  petitions,  and  the  want  of  • 
remedy  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  judicature  in  Scotland, 
it  having  been  determined,  both  in  the  Court  of  Session,  and  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  as  the  law  ef  Scotland  stood,  there 
was  no  remedy  for  evils  and  abuses  which  both  courts  admitted 
to  exist  and  to  be  productive  of  the  worst  consequences  to  the 
general  interests  of  Uie  community.  Surdy  then,  Mr.  Sheridan 
observed,  if  there  ever  was  a  justifiable  ground  of  application  to 
the  legislature  of  any  country,  it  is  when  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  the  administration  of  the  laws  acknowledge  the  prevalence 
of  some  great  abuse,  and  at  the  same  time  admit  that  there 
exists  no  legal  mode  of  obtaining  a  remedy  for  it.  Mr.  Sheridaa 
next  explained  the  nature  of  the  remedy  proposed,  in  the  bill  he 
wished  to  submit  to  their  consideration.  His  object,  for  the 
present  session,  was  only  to  give  the  members  an  opportunity  of 
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informiDg  themselves ;  for  which  purpone  he  should  be  content 
to  have  his  bill,  irhich  he  then  held  in  his  hand,  read  a  first  time 
and  printed.  Mr.  Sheridan  complimented  the  character,  firm- 
ness, and  moderation  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  abilities  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  gentlemen  they  bad  employed  to  manage  their 
business ;  concluding  with  a  hope,  that  forgetting  all  nad<xial 
distinctions  and  narrow  prejudices,  be  should  find,  on  the  next 
discussion  of  the  subject,  a  very  general  disposition  to  diffuse 
principles  of  civil  liberty  to  that  part  of  the  united  -kingdom 
which  bad  hitherto  partaken  in  our  glory  and  in  our  dangers, 
without  sharing  the  equal  blessing  of  civil  liberty,  to  which 
England  was  so  much  indebted. 

He  then  moved  '*  That  \ekve  be  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  for 
correcting  the  abuses  and  supplying  the  defects  in  the  internal    , 
government  of  the  royal  burghs,  and  in  the  manner  of  account- 
ing for  the  property,  annual  revenues,  and  expenditure  of  the 
same." 

Mr.  Atulrulhtr  acJmouUdgtd  thai  it  mu  to  Am  a  mailer  ^  ind^trewx 
whither  tht  motion  for  adtnitli»g  the  bill  fhe  pretent  tettiott  wot,  or  wo*  lul 
agrttd  le,  being  etmtiineed  that  in  the  pretai  fWnoR  it  conld  not  pan ;  and  that 
in  tke  next  he  ihonU  haoe  an  opporlitttitjf  qf  opponng  it,  if  propotei.  He  tib- 
mroed,  that  hi*  honottrabU  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  ahDayt  brought  the  bntiaeufiir- 
wrd  at  Ike  dott  of  the  teeeion  when  it  aoM  impo*nble  to  be  patted.  Hie  hononr' 
able  friend  had  ttaledno  tpedfie  grievaneet ;  he  had  confined  himie\f  to  a  general 
Italemvnt  if  grievance*  to  wkieh  he  (Mr.  Amtmlher)  entirely  olgected,  being 
fnllg  convinced  that  no  meh  grittiancel  rtitttd.  fFUh  mhateoer  tptcion*  eppear- 
mee  hit  hononrable  Jrimd  brought  in  the  pretext  bill,  il  went  ^eetnvBg  to  a 
change  bt  the  electian  of  rtprtteniaiinei  to  leroe  in  parlimntni.  Hi*  hononrable 
friend  not  haoing  gone  m  detail  to  tupport  hi*  bill,  he  ihonld  not  enter  into  detail 
ia  oppoeilian  to  it ;  and  the  rather,  a*  he  did  not  believe  hi*  honourable  friend 
rtall)  meant  (o  carry  into  effect  the  biU  he  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in.  With 
retpeet  lo  Ihe  aeeounttiff  the  revenue*  mooed  for,  he  fnUf  agreed  with  the  hononr- 
alU  baronet  fSir  Jame*  JohmtoneJ  oppoiite  to  him,  that  Ihott  account*  might  be 
now  demanded  bg  the  lord  advocate  nf  Scotland,  who  cdmM  nuiif  upon  the  deU- 
verf  of  them,  m  the  mmm  mamner  at  the  ottomey-gmeral  of  England  might  dc 
■Mud  aa  account  lo  bt  made  out  qf  the  revenue  <ff  tht  corporation*  in  England. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
no  such  motion  as  the  present  had  been  <^ered,  but  only  the 
petitions  had  been  presented.  He  had  that  day  stated  it  to  be 
his  intention  merely  to  move  for  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  in  the 
possession  of  members  during  the  recess ;  and  having  so  stated 
his  intention,  he  had  conceived  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  enter 
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into  the  particular  detail  of  the  bill.  To  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Anstnither)  who  had  mentioned  his  doubts  of  tbe  existence 
of  the  grievances  complained  against,  he  should  cousider  it  suf- 
ficient to  answer,  that  upwards  of  nine  thousand  respectable  per- 
sons had  declared  to  the  houae,  such  evils  did  exist.  He  con- 
cluded, by  quoting  the  opinion  of  a  judge  in  support  of  the 
declaration  of  tbe  petitions,  which  was  in  substance,  for  want  of 
a  proper  regulation  in  the  boroughs,  trade  was  discouraged,  re- 
li^on  n^ected,  and  every  thing  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
magiBtrates  ought  to  be  turned,  wholly  disr^^ded. 

Mr.  Pitt  obterved,  Oat  laUking  to  kiuni>  tht  eoainit  i^  the  bill,  h«  va*  m  dr- 
n'roM  OM  any  gadlemm  eoitld  be  to  hone  (A«  MOfioa  carritd.  If  it  wea/  to  « 
rtform,  it  Kov/d  be  one  reaion  to  mJace  Am  to  btparIkU  to  it ;  but  to  the  latter 
part  he  objected,  conceiving  the  hoate  viould  be  guilty  of  a  moUntaetimiM  cKarg- 
i»g  the  borough*  with  abuM*,a)tdgii!inga  eonalenance  lo  aninfringemmt  qf  their 
eharleri  brfore  luch  obiueM  leere  made  la  appear.  By  ahat  he  had  ttaled,  he 
meant  to  urge  no  obetmetion  lo  Ihe  biil,  but  merefy  lo  waggtet  to  the  homonreile 
gentleman  Iht  propriety  of  adopting  lomr  other  mode,  bf  eommiltee  or  othenuite, 
thai  might  bt  more  eonn*ieni  toUh  the  forme  nf  the  hoiuf. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  perfectly  fair  and  candid. 
He  believed  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  objection 
went  only  to  a  few  words  in  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  in 
which  he  saw  no  novelty  or  deviation  from  rule ;  but  to  gain  the 
right  honourable  gendeman^s  acquiescence,  he  was  willing  to 
alter  the  motion  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  recom- 
mended. 

Sir  Jamee  Johmine  ottjeeting  to  Ihe  motion,  ihe  honte  Hvidei;  aj/etSi;  iwf* 
00  ;  majority  54, 

JvNB  25. 
THE    IKTEBLIFQE    KEODLATION    SILL. 

Tie  tpeaktr  having  ilated  to  the  houtr  that  ihe  lord*  had  made  wwrol  amend- 
meid*  i*  Ihe  bili, 

Mr.  Sheridak  trusted  that  he  should  be  able,  without  tres- 
passing too  long  upon  the  patience  of  the  house,  to  induce  them, 
in  consequence  of  the  few  remarks  which  he  must  beg  leave  to 
make,  to  postpone  the  conaideration  of  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  in  the  other  house.  The  noble  lords  who  proposed  them 
seemed  not  to  have  been  aware  of  what  they  were  about  when 
they  suggested  them,  or  to  have  at  all  considered  bow  far  they 
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could  be  coDoected  with  the  other  parts  of  the  bill.  It  bad  gone 
out  of  their  house  (aa  the  Speaker  well  knew)  a  bill  of  general 
regulation  ;  and  it  came  back  in  such  a  state  as,  he  believed,  no 
bill  had  ever  before  been  returned  into  that  house.  The  noble 
personage,  whoever  he  was,  that  had  made  the  amendments,  ap- 
peared to  be  possessed  of  something  like  a  dramatic  mind,  aod 
to  have  converted  the  biU  into  a  perfect  harlequinade,  full  of 
theatrical  shifts  and  changes.  The  preamble  of  it  stated,  that 
'*  notwithstanding  the  wholesome  regulations,  provided  by  the 
acts  in  being,  divers  persons  had  exhibited,  in  certain  houses 
and  places  licensed,  operas,  burlettas,  pantomimes,  musical 
dramas,  and  other  theatrical  and  dramatic  performances  and  en- 
tertainments, contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
acts,  &C.  ficc."  This  preamble  the  noble  amender  of  the  bill  had 
preserved,  without  the  alteration  of  a  syllable,  although  he  had 
inserted  in  the  subsequent  pages  of  the  bill,  clauses  to  authorise 
still  more  houses  to  perform  pantomimes,  musical  dramas,  and 
other  theatrical  or  dramatic  entertainments.  In  short,  in  conse< 
quence  of  the  amendments,  the  whole  bill  was  not  only  rendered 
incongruous,  inconsistent,  and  absurd;  but  as  it  stood,  it  went 
to  affect  private  property  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  to 
destroy  security  that  bad  been  established  for  more  than  a  cen. 
tury,  on  the  sanction  of  parliamentary  faith,  in  a  manner  that  he 
was  persuaded  that  house  would  never  consent  to ;  because  that 
house  would  never  do  so  violent  on  actof  injustice  to  individuals, 
as  to  injure  their  most  essential  interests,  without  affording  them 
an  opportunity  of  bcdng  heard  by  themselves  or  their  counsel  in 
their  defence.  Just  as  well  might  the  house  consent  to  a  bill 
being  brought  in  to  abrogate  and  annul  any  other  grant  of  the 
crown ;— for  instance,  if  from  motives  of  private  pique  and  per- 
sonal resentment,  a  bill  should  be  introduced  to  tidie  away  a  cer- 
tain grant  of  one  shilling  duty  upon  each  chaldron  of  coals 
brought  into  the  port  of  London,  which  was  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  a  noble  individual,  every  man  of  liberality  would  spurn  at 
the  uncandid  suggestion,  and  refuse  to  do  an  act  of  such  glaring 
injustice.  He  therefore  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  the  house 
would  concur  in  his  motion,  "That  the  consideration  of  these 
amendments  be  postponed  to  this  day  three  months.^' 
Tht  iptaierpul  Iht  fMiMw,  whieA  wot  agrttd  to  wummmulg. 
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DeCBMHSK  13, 
XINC^B  ILLNESS — BKGENCT. 
nwanl*  tht  latter  end  of  Oetoler  the  report  qf  the  iMpoircrf  *lalt  af  the  Hmg't 
heaUhbeeame  a  t^eet  nf  fke  deepetl  interat  to  tht  notum.  On  the  34A  nf  tk^ 
month  hit  Migeity  had  a  Inee  at  St.  Jama'efor  the  parjtMt  of  quieting  the  otem 
which  the  report  nf  hie  inditpoeition  had  epreadamongtt  hit  people  I  bminpoMkU 
reittm  to  Windtor  hit  diturder  took  a  ■ew  and  mfortwUe  farm,  and  b^ora  Me 
md  qf  thefirtt  meek  in  Novew^tr  il  ma*  generaUf  knomt  that  it  had  mttlei  iato 
0  eonttant  dtUtium.  T%e  Prince  of  JValet  repturtd  immediateh/  to  Windeor, 
where  he  tea*  met  bf  the  lord  chanceiior  ;  and  thei/,  in  concert  mith  the  qmrem, 
look  each  meataret  r^ative  to  the  dometlie  q^trirt  q^  the  king,  at  the  neeruitf 
Iff  the  MM  reqtiired.  In  the  mean  time  all  thoee  mho  if  their  rank  and  titnatUm 
im  the  etait  toere  rtqnired  to  take  a  pert  in  to  net  and  mnenpetted  an  etigaue, 
ateewMed  in  the  c^iitat,  aad  an  eiprett  teat  ditpottAiedio  Mr.  Foa,  at  thin  lime 
in  Italg,  to  htuten  hit  return.  7%«  parliament  had  been  prorogued  to  the  iOlk  ^ 
Nonemher;  and  at  the  intended  eomatittion  for  a  further  prorogation  had  not 
been  ittued  ^  the  king,  ilt  meeting  toot  place  upon  that  dag,  at  a  nuttier  qf 
eourte.  The  petn  and  the  eommont  remain^  in  their  teparatedutmbert;  and  the 
ehanceUor  in  the  tipper,  and  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  lomer  houte,  having  netted  Iht  omm* 
Hf  Ihtir  aittmblimg  without  Ike  utuat  notiot  and  tummont,  and  elated  the  mpr*. 
priety  qf  their  proceeding  under  tueh  eireamtlancet  to  the  diicuttian  gfeni/ptAlie 
hutinett  whateoevtr,  bolhhoutet  retolved  unanimoiuh/  to  adjourn  for  j^eendagt. 
At  the  tame  fime  Mr.  Pitt  took  oecation  to  obterve,  that  at  it  toould  be  indiMpen- 
tahlg  neceitaryi*  ea*e  hit  Majeiig'iittnettthould  unkappHy  conlbute  longer  than 
the  period  of  their  adjournment,  that  the  houte  ihould  lake  hUo  hnmediale  eanti' 
deration  the  meant  <^  mppigitg,  to  far  at  they  were  competent,  the  leamt  qf  the 
rogai  pretence ;  it  uiae  ineumbent  upon  Ihem  to  intnre  a  full  altendeatce,  in  order 
to  give  eoerj  poetible  weight  and  tolemnil]/  to  their  proceedingi.  For  fhit  par- 
pote  it  wa*  ordered,  that  the  houte  be  called  oetr  onTiurtdag,  theith  qfSeeem- 
ber  next,  and  that  the  tptaker  do  tend  lelfert  requiring  the  allendanee  qf  every 
member.     Orden  to  the  *ame  ^ecl  were  made  by  the  lordt. 

thr  the  pnrpottqf  laying  tome  ground  for  the  proeeedingi  qf  the  two  koutet  t^ 
parUamenI,  a  council  wot  held  at  fPhilehaO  on  the  day  preceding  their  meeting, 
to  tthieh  all  the  privy  cmmeiBort  were  tummoned.  Of  fiftyfonr  leko  attended, 
twenly-four  were  qf  Ike  parly  of  oppatitian.  7%e  phgtieiaMt  who  had  attended 
kit  Mttjetly  during  hit  iUneti  were  called  b^ort  them  and  twom :  qfler  wluek 
three  quetlione,  which  had  beenprevioutly  debated  and  carried  in  Ike  eonnetl,  mere 
pul  to  them  teverally.  Tkefirtt  mat,  "  Whether  hi*  Majnty't  inditpotUion  rea- 
dered  him  capi^le  qf  meeting  hit  parliament,  and  qf  attending  to  any  tort  qf  pub- 
tie  butinettf'  Tb  Ikit  they  antwered,  "  Thai  certainly  he  wot  hteapdble."  TKe 
meondwat,  "Wiat  it  your  opinion  qf  the  duration  qfhiiMiiJmtjf*maladg,m»d 
qf  the  probability  qfa  cureF"  Hi  thit  they  antwered,  "  That  there  wa*  agremi 
probi^ilily  qf  hi*  recovery  ;  but  that  il  wot  impott&le  to  limit  Ihe  tme."  Tie 
third  guetUon  wot,  "Do  yon  give  Ikat  opinion  fivm  Ihe  particular  tympUmt  e^ 
hitM^etty'e  ditordfr.ar  from  your  eaperienee  in  eomplainit  qfa  timHarnainref" 
mkit  Iheir  general  antwerwat,"  That  il  watfrom  etperieaee;  and  hating  a^ 
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tm)«d  that  tht  mi^riif  qf  thoit  who  wtre  agiicttdmth  Ike  $ame  dueatt  had  re- 
eowrtd." 

On  Iht  itk,IKft«i>ho%*e»hei»gaiteTibkd,  ih«preaidtiit<iflhteouiKil  informed 
tht  peeri,  thai  Hit  ting,  bf  Ihe  conlimumee  of  At*  induponfton,  wm  mdertd 
ineapable  qf  mefling  hit  parliament,  and  that  all  Iht  other  fimelUim  qf  govern- 
mad  mere  thereby  tatpended.  He  then  deelarrd  it  to  he  his  opinion,  that  fn  f &u 
ditmembertd  $late  of  the  legitlatvrt  the  right  dtDohed  on  the  tm>  houiee  ofpar~ 
Uament  to  make  tneh  prooinon  for  tuppU/ing  the  d^eet  ae  thovld  be  adequate  to 
the  ntetuitji  qf  the  eate ;  but  thai  it  mat  neceaary,  b^ore  any  ittp  could  be  taken 
M  M  delieatt  a  butineee,  that  the  deficiency  ihonld  be  fully  oKertained;  mth 
Ihit  view  he  moued,  "  That  the  minuiet  of  the  priey  council  thituld  be  read ;" 
which  being  done,  the  following  Monday  wom  appointed  for  taking  it  into  eoiui- 
deration.  A  mottan  to  the  tame  f^l  being  made  by  Sir.  Pill  m  Ihe  heuae  of 
eommone,  Mr.  Finer  exprened  hitdoiibt,whtlher  in  amailer  ofewAmoment,  and 
which  would  be  attended  vifh  tueh  important  conttquencee,  the  httiue  couldpro- 
eeed  upon  a  report  from  the  privy  council  tcilhoul  a  further  examination  ^  the 
phytieiam,  either  at  their  bar,  or  by  a  committee  of  their  own.  Mr.  Pitt  urged, 
in  reply,  Ihe  delicacy  q/'  Ihe  niijec/  lo  be  diMoueed;  and  remarked  fiirlher,  that 
Ihe  examination  before  the  cotrndl  mu  Idken  vpon  oath,  which  the  home  had  it 
not  in  their  power  lo  adniititier.  Mr. Fox  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  finer; 
keftit  the  propriety  of  acting  with  all  pceiible  delicacy, but  \f  delicacy  and  their 
duly  ihotdd  happen  lo  clath,  the  latter  ought  mot  to  be  iaer\fieed  lo  Ihe  former. 
A  doubt  wot  alio  ilaled  by  the  ipeaker,  whether,  in  the  preient  defective  tiale  of 
parliament  he  niu  compelenl  to  iatue  writi  for  neu  electione.  Thit  wo*  deter- 
mined in  the  i^rmaline,  and  ihe  houte  immediately  roie.  On  Monday  the  Slh, 
Mr.  Pitt,  either  cowinctd  upon  further  eoutideration  q/*  the  propriety  of  Mr. 
ySter't  tuggettion,  or  expecting  that  Ihe  probalnUiy  qf  hi»  Migeely'*  recovery 
would  htcome  more  apparent  upon  afkller  inguiry  into  the  cam,  came  forward  lo 
propote,  that  a  committee  of  twenty-one  memben  ihould  be  appointed  to  examine 
all  the  phyticiane  who  had  attended  the  king  dwing  hi*  illntu,  A  like  committee 
WOM  appoiTited  Ihe  tamt  day  in  the  houte  qf  lorde,  and  the  memberi  in  both  were 
cAown  nearly  in  «;HaI  numberi  from  each  tide  of  the  houte.  7A«  report  of  the 
commitlee  being  brought  up  on  the  lOlh,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  Mr.  Pitt 
MOfttd,  "  That  a  commitlee  be  appointed  lo  examine  the  joumale  of  Ihe  houee^  and 
report  precedent!  qf  eueh  proceeding*  bm  may  haet  been  had  in  caiet  qf  Ihe  per. 
tonal  exerciee  of  the  royal  authority  beitu/  prevented  or  interrupted  by  ni/onejr, 
meknete,it\fimiity,  or  olherwiee,  withaview  to  provide  for  the  eame."  Thie  motion 
wa*  carried  qfler  a  thort  debalr,  and  a  commitlee  qf  twenty-one,  qf  whom  nine 
were  memben  of  oppoHlion,  appointed  lo  tit  with  the  luwU  powert.  On  the  1 2th 
Mr.  Wilbore  Ellit  appeared  at  Ihe  bar  with  thti  report.  Mr.  Fill  moved,  "  7%af 
if  do  lie  upon  theltAie ;"  which  having  been  agreed  to,  itwatnexl  moved,  •'TTiat 
the  report  be  printed."  Mr.  Pitt  aflerwardt  moved,  "  Tiat  the  houae  will  on 
Hutday  neai  retohe  itte\f  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  eoutideration  the  ttate 
qf  Ihe  nation.''     7%«  guetlion  having  ft«en  put  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Shxeidan  observed,  that  he  rose  merely  to  prevent  any 
false  conclusion  being  drawn  from  his  silence,  that  he  concurred 
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in  the  propriety  .or  espediaMy  of  putting  the  abstract  propo- 
sitioa  in  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  for  <»e,  felt  it 
his  duty  to  contend  agiunst  the  diuusdon  of  any  such  proposi' 
tioo,  declaring  that  it  was  neither  likely  to  maintain  and  secure 
the  promotion  of  the  good  or  of  the  peace  of  the  public.  It 
could  not  coodliale,  but  on  the  contrary  it  might  create  dissen^ 
sions  and  animoaities ;  and  therefcwe  be  insisted  that  it  would  be 
extremely  unwise,  as  it  was  obvioudy  unnecessary,  to  agitate  it 
or  press  the  house  to  come  to  any  vote  upon  it.  He  b^ged 
leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  the  danger  of 
provoking  that  claim  to  be  asserted  (a  hud  cry  of  Hear  !  hear  !) 
which  he  observed  had  not  yet  been  preferred.  {Another  cry  of 
Hear!  hear!)  He  repeated  his  words,  and  asked,  would  the 
right  honourable  gentlemui  choose  to  have  his  own  propositiott 
put  upon  the  journals,  to  have  it  recorded  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  to  exercise  the  royal 
authority,  during  the  incapacity  of  the  king,  than  any  other 
individual  subject  ?  If  he  would  not,  why  would  he  press  an 
abstract  proposition  that  must  throw  the  nation  into  anarchy  and 
confusion  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  observed  that  he  felt  such  absolute 
conviction,  that  he  was  sure  no  man,  who  was  not  actuated  by  a 
spirit  of  dissension,  would  propose  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  AoDMff,  in  i^iif,  tfattd  "  that  kt  tnattd  iht  lumttwntd  do  tlnir  daiy 
ja  tpite  qf  mu/  Ihrtoi,  howtver  high  the  authority  from  wluck  it  migU  protaad," 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  he  had  used  any  threat  as  imputed 
to  him  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  remarked,  that  he  had  only  spoken  tS 
the  danger  that  might  arise,  if  the  prince  should  be  provoked  to 
prefer  a  claim,  which  he  certainly  had  not  yet  preferred,  and 
the  discussion  of  which  he  must  continue  to  think  as  mischievous 
in  its  tendency,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  unnecessary. 

7%«  fMMHm  WW  (ilM  jmf  owl  f^reol  f  a . 


DSCBMIBK  23. 
KEGENCr. 
At  it  «M»  niUnif  yViM  tht  eimpUnmt  of  both  Aowe*  of  parliamtni  Ihet  lie 
majoritfmuadverwtotkedaimiiflhePrimct  qf  Waltt,  v  fright  fotkift- 
genof.  it  tea*  tAmtght  moti  mfcuoNe  bg  lioM  wAo  ktld  the  ^ffrmativt,  to  atoU. 
ifpoMibU,iltb«iHghrougMtoafoniialdeei»i<m;  bat  luitwilhtlaiiding  enlrtatiti 
tctre  made  to  Ihit  tfwf  bg  tit  DhImi  iff  Tori  md  OUmenttr,  mitatten  permturti 
M  tktir  tnttatiom,  imd  aeeoriinglg  m  Me  I6M  ^  D«etMb«r  Mr.  Pat  wtovtd  lit 
thtHfottmimg  rtKbttUm*  : — 
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I.  "Thaliliwthe  opiaimt  cf  thit  mtmmitttt,  tkaihU  Majttlf  U  prevnttd  bg 
kupremnt  i»ditpoMtio»  from  earning  to  hU  partiament,  and  fivm  af tending  to 
pttbUc  Imtine**,  asd  that  tit  ptnontd  exerd**  iff  tim  royal  authority  U  therebi/, 
for  tht  praad,  inttmipled, 

3.  "  7%at  it  i*  the  opiwMM  <ff  IhU  eommitttt,  that  ii  it  the  right  and  duly  <^ 
the  lord*  rpirilital  and  temporal  and  comsumi  ^  Great  Britain,  mno  atmmbled, 
and  laie/aUji,  fu-Uy,  andjreelg  repreteniing  oU  the  eMtatet  of  the  people  of  Ihi* 
realm,  to  provide  the  meant  (Reapplying  the  d^eet  (f  the  perwoiu^  exerciee  if  the 
royal  authority,  anting  from  hie  Mtfietlg't  taid  indiqioiilion,  m  mcA  manner  ai 
the  ttigency  of  the  ca*t  may  appear  to  require, 

Retobird, "  That  for  thi*  pnrpott,  and  far  mainlatning  entire  tht  conttitvtional 
anihority  of  the  king,  it  it  necetiary  thai  the  laid  lordt  tpiritual  and  temporal 
and  eommont  tf  Great  BrUain  thould  determine  on  the  meant  tphereby  the  royal 
atient  may  be  gioen  in  parliament  to  tneh  biU  at  niajr  be  patted  ig  the  iteo  hontet 
Iff  parliament  retpecting  the  exereiie  of  the  povert  and  authoritiet  of  the  croon, 
M  the  name  and  on  the  behaif  of  the  king,  during  the  amlinuanee  of  lot  Ma- 
Jeiiy't  indi^iotition." 

Jfttf  a  long  debate  thtte  rttolMtioat  vere  put  aad  carried.  On  the  ISth  tht 
haute  adjourned  on  aceonnt  qf  the  illneu  qf  Mr,  Fox  to  the  day  foUoieiag,  when 
Mr.  Pitt  Mttj)  eaUtd  upon  ta  inform  the  houte  more  dittinctly  qf  the  mode  qf 
proceeding  ht  intended  to  adopt,  tlalrd,  that  at,  in  contemplation  of  law,  hit 
M^etty'i  political  capacity  wot  entire,  he  thould  propote  that  their  proeetdiage 
thould  be,  under  tht  royal  anlhority,  dtltgatti  by  a  committion  under  the  great 
teat.  That  commiuiontr*  to  appointed  thould  open  tht  parliament  in  the  name 
qf  Ml  M^tttyintht  untalform,  and  tfftenDordt  give  the  royal  auenl  to  luchbill 
at  might  be  patted  by  the  tvo  houtttfor  appointing  a  regent  to  extreite  to  much 
qf  the  royal  authority  ai  teat  neeettary  to  be  exereittd  during  hit  Majetty't  in- 
ditpoiition,  m*  he  conceived  to  be  the  only  mode  qf  proceeding  that  could  be 
adopted  eontittenily  urith  the  principlet  of  the  caratiiution.  7^  {[HMfion  toot 
p>f,  "  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ttate  nf  tht  nation  be  brought  up," 
and  efttr  a  d^eie  carried,  lite  jirtt  retolntio*  mat  read  and  agrttd  to,  Mr. 
Demptter  moved  an  amendment  to  the  teeond,  tehich  wot  to  leave  out  the  umrd 
"  right,"  and  alto  the  teordt  "  ia  tueh  manner  at  tht  exigency  qf  tht  eate  may 
appear  to  repttTt,"  and  interl  "  by  preteniing  an  addrett  to  the  Prince  qfWaUi, 
har'Ofpttreni,  and  of  full  age,  Aamfily  beieeching  him  to  lake  upon  himielf  the 
adminittralion  qf  the  civil  and  military  government  iff  the  country  daring  the  in- 
capacity  qf  hit  Majaty,  and  no  longer."  The  quettion  teat  put  and  carried, 
"  that  the  toord  '  right'  ttand  part  qf  tht  retotntion."  The  jnettion  mat  next  put, 
"  that  the  iBordt  '  in  ttxh  manner  at  tht  exigency  qf  the  eate  may  appear  to  rt- 
quire,'  tlandparl  of  the  retolution."  T%it  occationed  a  debate,  and  Mr.  Demp- 
tter tcithdretB  hit  amendment  Jrom  the  lecond  retolution,  tohich  teat  carried  at  it 
tlood  origi/ially.  He  then  moved  ta  leave  out  all  the  third  retolution,  from  theuiord 
"  determint,"  and  intert  hit  amendment.  After  lomt  convertation  the  debate  wat 
tt^ountd  to  Monday  the  22nd.     Upon  ^  latter  day, 

Mk.  Shasidan  declared,  that  he  thought  he  uddentood,  and- 
could  remove  the  doubts  that  had  been  stated  by  some  gentle- 
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men  ropectiog  the  effect  of  the  address  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ntent.     It  was  conmved  by  some,  that  by  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment, they  decided  on  the  question  of  a  limited  or  unlimited 
regency  ;  but  the  case  was  not  so,  for  if  they  voted  in  favour  d 
the  original  resolutioa,  ibey  virtually  admitted  that  limitations 
were  necessary.     Whichever  way  they  proceeded,  however,  tbt 
opportunity  and  the  security  of  making  limitationa  w&e  pie- 
<nsely  the  same.     Mr.  Pitt  had  said,  that  the  lon^  disuse  of  the 
royal  n^j^ative  was  no  security  that  it  would  not  be  revived.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  knew,  from  his  own  experience,  that 
the  powers  of  the  prerogative  might  be  abused,  and  therefore  it 
became  him  to  be  on  his  guard.  If  you  doubt  the  fact,  he  might 
say,  look  at  my  ctxiduct.     Recollect  under  what  circumstances 
I  dissolved  a  parliam«it ;  how  lavish  I  have  been  of  the  honours 
of  the  peerage,  and  say,  that  the  powers  of  the  prerogative  may 
not  be  abused  if  you  can.     The  right  honourable  g^itleman  ob- 
serves, that  the  prince  may  dissolve  the  parliament  without  con- 
senting  to  limitations.     The  first  act  of  his  reg«icy  ought  to  be, 
to  consent  to  limitations  ;  and  was  there  a  man  who  believed  be 
would  not  ?     But  in  imposing  restrictions  some  delicacy  was  re- 
quisite, for  every  restriction  that  was  not  necessary,  was  not  a 
limitation,  but  an  insult.     Was  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  such  haste  to  impose  restrictions  because  he  feared  that  he 
could  not  carry  the  limitations  which  he  meant  to  propose,  unless 
he  were  a  minister  F     Or  was  he  apprehensive  that  parliament  or 
the  prince  would  forget  to  do  their  duty  ?  From  some  such  fear, 
or  unworthy  suspicion,  his  haste  must  proceed.    What  provision 
was  made  if  the  prince  should  refuse  to  be  regent  on  the  rig^t 
honourable  gentleman^s  terms  P     Suppoang  him  not  to  refuEe, 
would  he  withhold  his  consent  from  restrictions  when  regent,  un- 
der which  he  would  consent  to  accept  the  trust  P     Would  any 
one  adrise  him  to  say,  I  accept  the  regency  under  the  limitatioDS 
you  propose,  which  I  think  are  improper,  uid  which  I  hope 
parliament  wilt  annul  P 

TV  question  iemg  ealled/or,  the  Aomc  dividtd,  vhen  fhtre  apptamd—fir  (k 
amaiAMnll78;  agamttU  251;  majorilf  73.  Tie  orifinal  rttobUim  mu  tin 
put  and  agreed  to,  and  the  houte  adjaitnted. 
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Jancaby  6,  1769- 

REGENCY  RESTKtCTtONS. 
Mr.  Pitt  kaeimg  given  notiet  that  He  ihonld  Ihit  dag  propom  to  Ike  hoiue  the 
rtttrietimu  withn  niUcA  iht  exeran  t^f  the  regal  pmeer  thottld  b<  granted  ta-the 
regent,  Mr.  Lovedtn  rtitt  at  toon  at  the  order  iff  the  dag  wmi  mooed,  and  obterved, 
that  brfore  the  honae  proceeded  to  tetlle  the  termt  </  the  Ttgenog,  he  eoneeived 
that  theg  otight  to  knots  exactUf  lokere  theg  were,  and  what  (he  exigencg  of  the 
esfc  really  teat,  the  providing  Jbrahieh  had  been  the  o/geet  ^  their  deliberattont. 
No  limitationt  i^  axg  hind  eonid  he  ntHablf  adopted  tnithont  having  a  refennet 
to  the  oatite  tehieh  created  the  necettifyfer  their  inlreiUction ;  and  fherpfort, 
b^brt  theg  went  a  ttep  further,  m  Ait  humble  judgment,  they  ought  to  kmOKi  pre- 
cM^  tfhat  tMM  the  prttent  ttale  qf  hit  Mqjtttft  health,  tehal  the  degree  of  aUer- 
atiou  it  had  tuidtrgone  tince  hit  Majtttj'*  pkgticiant  toere  lait  etanuned,  and 
whether  the  probabiiitg  itf  hit  reeoeerg  looi  inareaaed,  or  lett  than  it  had  been  at 
that  period.  Thit  woi  the  more  necettarg  ae  reporti  had  gone  abroad  nf  a  very 
eontradictorg  kind,  and  the  authority  of  the  different phgticiana  aha  atlendedhit 
Majettg  had  been  made  uee  nf  to  give  mnction  to  thote  reportt.  He  therefore 
moved,  "  Tliat  the  phgtieiOTU  tcho  have  attended  hit  M<yetti/  thouldbe  again  eta- 
mined,  to  inform  the  heute  whether  u*y  atteralion  or  amendment  had  taken  place 
in  the  ttate  of  the  king't  health ;  and  if  the  pretent  egmpfomt  were  tueh  at  to  give 
reaeon  to  hope  for  hit  Majabft  tpeedg  reeocerg."  nit  motion  gave  rite  to  a 
warm  debate,  wMeh  teat  managed  not  with  Ihemott  perjeel  temper  atid  moderation 
oneithertideof  the  haute.  AnaUire  change  in  the  miniaterial^fficm  of  government 
woe  eontidered  at  one  tff  the  immediate  eoiitequettea  of  the  appointmenl  of  the 
Prince  ^  Wolet  to  the  regeneg.  And  at  the  rtttrietiont  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  de- 
clared hit  inttntiouitf  moving  cotdd  not  foU  iotoeaken  md  embarrati,  in  a  conti- 
derable  degree,  the  a«w  adminittratiou,  and  at  the  propriety  tff  the**  rtttrietiont 
wat  contended  for  itpoii  a  pretioi^tion  qf  the  tpeedg  reeooery  of  the  king,  the 
contending  pariiet  caught  tnthgreat  eagemett  at  tome  little  difference  nf  opinion  ■ 
relatine  to  that  point  which  prevailed  amongtt  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended 
him.  In  the  eourte  cf  the  debate  on  Mr.  Loveden'i  motion  Mr.  Pitt  treated  the 
opmion  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  koj  leu  languine  in  hi*  ezpectaiiont  qf  an  immediate 
recovery  than  others,  at  if  it  had  been  dictated  by  a  partiality  to  the  riting  odmi- 
awfrofimt,  and  he  intinuated  that  from  the  toarmlh  viith  which  that  opinion  wat 
taken  up  and  d^ended  on  the  other  tide,  it  looked  at  if  those  gentlemen  tpoke 
from  their  withet.  Thett  intiimaiiont  were  r^elled,  at  being  both  leandaloutly 
n^utt  and  bately  illiberal ;  and,  m  return.  Dr.  Willit,  toho  wat  extremely  eon- 
JUent  in  hit  erpectationi,  and  coniequenllg  the  favourite  on  the  other  tide,  wae 
reprttenied  at  a  tool  employed  to  terve  the  dAigfu  qf  Mr.  Pitt'*  faction.  After 
MNcA  oUerniiiiM  on  thi*  tulgact  it  wat  agreed  that  a  Men  committee  should  b*  op. 
pointed,  and  that  the  physiciant  should  be  re-erami7ied.  In  the  court*  qf  the  pre- 
ceding debate  Mr.  Pulteney  mentioned  hit  determinaium  to  ^vide  the  hatue,  do- 
elaring  that  it  toai  not  likely  that  aU  hit  Majesty's  phyiieiani  shoulddeeide  alike, 
and  ther^ore,  at  he  considered  the  propoted  inquiry  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
detigm  to  dday,  he  would  fahe  the  mmh  qf  the  houte  on  the  question  qf  the  order 
of  the  day. 

F   F  3 
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Mr.  Shexidan  begged  leave  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  was  bound  by  hia  own  words 
to  submit  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  Bioce  he  had  declared,  that  if 
any  member  asserted  that  there  was  a  greater  probability  of  the 
recovery  of  his  Majesty  sooner  than  there  had  been  when  the 
physicians  were  last  examined,  the  house  ought  to  proceed  to 
another  exaroination.  Now,  the  right  honourable  gentlemui 
stood  exactly  in  that  situation  himself,  having  declared  that  he 
had,  from  what  he  knew,  reason  to  believe  that  his  Majesty's 
speedy  recovery  was  more  probable  than  it  had  been  ;  and  he  had 
also  declared  that  his  opinion  had  been  extorted  from  him.  Mr. 
Sheridan  contended,  that  it  was  material  that  the  physicians'  cfaa. 
racters  should  be  deemed  sacred,  employed  as  they  were  about 
his  Majesty,  and  not  in  any  ordinary  case ;  and  therefore  the 
public  had  an  interest  in  their  characters. 


Januart  16. 

BGGEKCY    HESTBICTIOMS. 

'nittommUtt«»attiUtliel3lh,  what  thtreportttat  brougUigi,  imdamoSam 
mada  by  Mr.  Burke  and  tteonded  by  Mr.  Windiam,  IKai  it  thould  be  rt-tommil- 
ted,  M  oecoimf  ^  tluir  not  hmrmg  eiamimed  Mo  lie  grmad*  nf  the  d^fftral 
«pituoiu  held  bf  the  phytidtau  rupeeting  the  probability  iff  the  king't  rteweyj. 
TJaemetioTiwai  negatived  mtkovi  a  divition;  the  fepart  mu  ordered  to  be  priated, 
and  to  be  taiken  into  eomideration  m  a  eonuiuttee  nf  the  vAoIs  houte  on  the  itefe 
<tf  iht  natiim,  upon  the  16th.     On  thai  dag  Mr.  Pitt  m 

"  Betolved,  Hat /Or  thepnrpoK  of  proBtdittf  for  the  t. 
authoritg  dxring  the  eontiiuta*ee  of  hit  Majeityt  iilnt**,  ta 
tneh  extent  m  IhiepreemI  eircmutancet  and  the  urgent  « 
pear  to  reqvirt,  it  it  expedUnt  that  hit  royal  highnei*  the  Prinee  nf  Walei,  ieny 
retident  within  the reabn,  thall  be  empoveredtt)  extreiie  and adminitter  the  rajnf 
tmthority,  aeeording  to  the  kuat  and  eontlit^lUm  iff  Ortat  Britain,  m  the  ■nwt 
and  OH  thebeha^  iff  hit  Mtgetty,  and  under  the  ttyk  and  titU  qf  regent  <ff  the 
kingdom;  and  tome,  erec%Ue  and  perform,  in  the  name  and  on  the  beha^  of  ki» 
Mcjeely,  all  anthoritiei,  prerogativti,  aelt  nf  government,  and  adminittration  ^ 
Ac  MUM  mhich  belong  to  the  king  of  thit  realm  to  me,  eaeeuie,  andperform,  ae. 
eording  lo  iht  lawt  thereiff,  eniject  to  tuch  limitationt  and  atetptiont  at  thaB  fe 
pnoided. 

"Bttohed,  T^at  the  power  to  to  be  given  to  hit  royal  highntti  the  Primes  q^ 
fFitiei,  thallnol  extend  to  the  granting  (if  any  noA  or  dignity  i^  the  peerage  tf 
Ihe  realm  to  aity  ptrton  whatever,  txeept  to  hit  Mt^etty't  royal  iMxe  wAo  aAaS 
htnie  attained  the  full  age  <if  taenig'Ont  jftart. 

"  Retotetd,  That  Ihe  tmdpowtri  thoaldnoleitendto  the  gi 
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wAoftrM-  ta  rteenwn,  or  to  ihtgnnting  of  mty  nffiet,  talary,  or  paubm,/or  oay 
other  tfrm  than  during  hii  Mi^atj't  pletuure,  ticrpt  «NeA  tiffien  m  art  bf  loir 
rtqutred  to  he  gnatitdfor  life,  or  during  good  bekamotr. 

"  Retolvtd,  7^1  the  taid  potter*  thotild  not  extend  to  the  gnaUing  of  my  port 
qfhi*  ifajetty'i  real  or  perional  eilafei,  except  to  far  ai  relaiet  to  the  renewol 
<^leaMe*. 

"  Reeolved,  7%at  the  care  of  hit  Mi^jeitf't  royal  perion,dtmiig  the  eontinuanet 
Hf  hit  Ifajetty'i  illnett  ihotM  be  commiltrd  to  thequeen'i  nioel  excellent  Majrify  ; 
and  that  her  Mi^etty  thonld  have  pwotr  to  rimovejrom,  amd  to  nomiaaie  and  ap- 
point ineh  pertont  at  the  thatt  thini  proper,  to  tht  leveral  efficet  in  hit  Miyetiy't 
hontehold,  and  to  ditpote,  order,  andmanage  all  othtreuiileri  and  thing*  relating 
to  the  care  of  hit  Miyeitg'i  royal  penon  during  the  time  nforttaid;  and  that  far 
the  belter  enabling  her  Mqjtity  to  ditcharge  Ihii  important  trutt,  it  it  alto  expe- 
dient that  a  council  thould  be  appointed  to  advite  and  attitt  her  Majetty  in 
the  tevtral  mattert  tfforeiaid,  and  with  potoer  from  time  to  time  at  Ihty  mag  mt 
eante,  to  examine  upon  oath  the  phyticiaiu  and  other*  attending  kit  Mi^ttty'iptr- 
*on,  touching  the  tlate  qf  hi*  Majetty' t  health,  and  all  mattert  rtlalivt  thereto." 

Thete  rttolntient  ti>ert  ttrongb/  oppo*«d  both  in  the  cominittee  and  on  the  report. 
Thefir*t  hoeing  been  read,  Mr.  Powgt  moved,  a*  an  amendment,  lo  leave  out  from 
the  word  "  iltneit,"  in  order  to  inierl — "And  preterving  the  eonilitntioH  <ff 
Great  Britain  unditturbed,  and  the  dignity  and  luetre  of  the  rromt  unimpaired, 
hi*  royal  higbneitthe  Prince  i^  WaUi  ht  appointed,  during  thepreient  inditpo- 
lilion  of  hit  Majetty,  and  no  longer,  in  the  name  of  the  Inng,  and  in  hi*  *tead,  to 
Mernw  and  adminitler,  according  to  the  late*  and  conttitntion  tif  Great  Britain, 
th«  regal  pomtr  and  gouemmeni,  under  the  ttyle  and  title  <)f  regent  qf  the  king- 
dom; and  to  Hie,  execute  aad  petjbrm  all  prerogativei,  auihorHiti  and  act*  qf 
government,  tohieh  might  haet  bttn  lauifnOg  uted,  executed  and  performed  by  the 
regent  and  council  of  rtgeneg,  coniHluted  and  i^ointed  by  an  act  qf  the  SIh  qf 
hi*  pre*ent  Majetty,  cap,  27-" 

Lord  Belgrave  obterved,  that  tohen  the  ju»t  and  laufkl  prerogative*  of  the 
eroum  were  in  danger,  hii  right  honourable  fHend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  maiffnOg  ttood 
forth  to  defend  fhtm ;  and  on  the  recent  oceation  of  the  pertonal  exerciit  of  the 
royal  anthority  being  luiptndtd,  whim  the  libtrtiei  qf  the  people  ven  threatened 
by  a  declaration  of  a  right  in  the  heir  t^aparentto  attumethe  exercitt  of  the  royal 
anihoritg  (a  right  which  they  had  reiohtd  could  etitt  eontlitutionaUy  only  in  th» 
perion  to  tehom  that,  and  the  other  houee  of  parliamni  ihould  delegate  itj,  hi* 
right  honourable  friend  had  mth  equal  tpirit  denied  the  exiiienee  of  the  rigAl 
auerled  to  exi*t  in  the  heir  apparent,  and  after  putting  the  attertion  and  the 
denial  at  iittte,  had  obtained  a  parliamentary  declaration  in  favour  of  the  people, 
After  a  guotation  from  the  orationt  <^  Demoithenei,  Lord  Belgrave  dtelared 
that  he  thotdd  vote  for  the  retolutioni. 

Mb.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  not  designing  to  copy  the  ex- 
ample of  the  noble  lord  (Belgrave),  he  ihould  neither  congnitu> 
late  the  majority,  nor  condole  with  the  minority,  on  any  former 
vote  of  that  house,  which  the  noble  lord  had  extolled  as  an  act 
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of  ^rit  If  the  asaertioo  was  true,  and  the  fact  was,  that  the 
Tote  to  which  the  bouse  had  last  come  had  been  an  act  of  sjarit, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  now  proceed  to  an  act  of  justice.  He 
declared,  that  he  meant  not,  like  the  noble  lord,  to  treat  the  house 
with  a  quotation,  whether  taken  from  any  Greek,  Roman,  or 
English  writer ;  neither  did  he  design  to  show  bis  partialitj  to 
his  friends  by  any  elaborate  encomium  on  their  merits.  The 
noble  lord,  however,  had  misapplied  the  line  which'  he  had  quoted 
from  Demosthenes,  who  had  meant  to  reproach  the  Atheuians 
for  wasting  that  time  which  they  should  have  spent  in  effectually 
opposing  their  enemy,  in  fruitless  inquiries  and  examinatioDS  of 
physicians,  from  the  wish  of  learning  an  unfavourable  opinion  of 
his  health.  He  hoped  that  this  was  not  a  very  applicable  case 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  that  the  inquiries  had  not  been  car- 
ried on  with  that  view.  He  would  not,  he  said,  go  much  at  large 
into  the  report  then  upon  the  table,  though  he  could  not  pass  by 
the  representations  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
made  of  the  answers  and  opinions  of  the  physicians.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  the  phy^cians  all 
agreed  that  his  Majesty^s  cure  was  probable ;  that  he  was  better ; 
and  that  there  were  more  or  less  signs  of  his  recovery.  That  be 
positively  denied ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  quoted 
the  report,  and  he  would  not  do  it ;  but  he  asserted  that  the  phy- 
sicians did  not  all  of  them  state  that  there  were  signs  of  his 
Majesty's  recovery.  Dr.  Willis,  indeed,  did  state  it,  and  there 
was  something  of  the  same  sort  advanced  by  Sir  Lucas  Pep3rs ; 
hut  the  other  physicians  affirmed  the  express  contrary  to  be  their 
opinion.  Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  spoken  of  Dr.  Warren ;  and  charged  him  with  having 
indirectly  endeavoured  to  attack  Dr.  Warren's  character; — the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  also,  he  said,  followed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  example,  and  in  a  way  peculiarly  injuri- 
ous, ventured  upon  insinuations  to  the  prejudice  of  Dr.  Warren. 
On  occasions  like  the  present,  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  it  was  ridi- 
culous to  stand  upon  idle  ceremonies  and  trifling  etiquettes ;  he 
would  speak  out,  and  say,  that  if  there  was  a  witness  who  ap- 
peared to  give  prevaricating  and  evasive  answers, — that  witness 
was  Dr.  WiUis.  In  order  to  see  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong 
in  this  assertion,  let  gentlemen  look  fairly  to  the  reports,  and 
then  decide.    The  right  honourable  gentleman,  when  talking  of 
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the  endearoure  to  puzzle  and  mislead  Dr.  Willis,  and  perplex 
the  duplicity  and  plainness  of  Ma  nature,  had  looked  towards 
him  as  if  be  meant  to  allude  to  his  cross-examination  of  that 
phjsidan,  in  the  ccHumittee  above  stairs.  He  knew  not  that  it 
was  either  parliamentary  or  proper  to  make  what  passed  in  select 
ccnnmittees  above  stairs  the  subject  of  allusion  in  that  house ; — 
but,  if  the  minutes  of  the  committee  were  before  the  house,  they 
would  see  that  he  had  cross-examined  Dr.  Willis  with  a  view  to 
put  bis  credibility  to  the  test,  in  consequence  of  a  learned  friend 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  then  in  his  place,  having 
cross-examined  Mr.  Warren  expressly,  as  he  had  himself  de- 
clued,  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  Dr.  Warren's  credibility ; 
adverting  to  what  he  mentioned,  as  the  different  answers  given 
by  Dr.  Willis  at  different  times,  he  charged  them  with  various 
contradictions.  When  he  heard  Dr.  Willis  at  one  time  asserting 
that  the  accounts  sent  to  St.  James's  did  not  convey  a  true  state 
of  his  Majesty's  health,  but  were  considered  by  him  as  prescrip* 
tions  for  the  public  to  swallow ;  and  when,  at  another,  he  heard 
him  admit  them  to  be  statements  of  facts;  and  found,  from  the 
examination  of  the  other  physicians,  that  no  such  conversation 
had  passed  as  Dr.  Willis  had  stated  to  have  passed,  was  he  not 
neceKarily  staggered,  and  inclined  to  think  Dr.  Willis  a  loose 
and  random  speaker  P  When  he  beard  Dr.  Willis  attribute  his 
Majesty's  illness  to  seven-and-twenty  years  of  extreme  study,  ab- 
stinence, and  labour,  and  declare  that  his  Majesty  was  recovering, 
assigning  as  a  reason,  that  the  physic  which  he  had  that  day 
^ven  him,  had  produced  the  desired  effect ; — what  must  he  think 
of  Dr.  Willis,  when  he  heard  him  assert  that  his  physic  could  in 
one  day  overcome  the  effects  of  sevoi-and-twenty  years'  hard 
exercise,  seven-and-twepty  years'  study,  and  seven-and-twenty 
years'  abstinence  P  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  maintain  that 
gravity  which  the  subject  demanded ;  such  assertions  reminded 
him  of  those  nostrums  which  were  to  cure  this  and  that  malady ; 
and,  also,  disappointments  in  love,  and  long  sea-voyagea.  He 
did  not  (Mr.  Sheridan  said)  impute  Dr.  Willis's  answers  to  any 
intention  to  deceive;  but  when  he  heard  him  roundly  declare 
what  every  other  of  his  Majesty's  physicians  pronounced  it  im- 
possible to  speak  to,  he  must  assert  that  Dr.  Willis  was  a  very 
hasty  decider,  and  a  random  speaker.  Mr.  Sheridan  now  ob- 
served, he  must  beg  leave  to  investigate  the  other  parts  of  the 
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right  honourable  gentlemtui's  speech,  and  declared  be  did  not 
wonder  that  in  speaking  of  one  person^  whom  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  intioduee,  he  chose  to  appeal 
to  the  feelings,  rather  than  to  the.  judgment  of  the  bouse,  llie 
manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  mentioned 
her  Majesty,  appeared  to  him  to  be  with  a  design  to  challenge 
and  provoke  a  discussion  of  die  conduct  of  the  queen ;  he  trusted, 
that  whatever  had  been  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  motiTe, 
it  would  prove  totally  unsuccessful.  The  dutiful  conduct  and 
domestic  virtues  of  that  royal  person  never  had  been  called  in 
question ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  they  should  avoid  the  dis. 
cusaon  m  a  matter  equally  unnetxssary  and  indecent ;  and  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  delicacy  on  the  subject^ 
be  wished  him  to  reflect  on  bis  own  conduct  in  the  committee. 
Those  who  would  give  responsibility  to  the  queen — those  who 
would  take  her  out  of  that  private  and  domestic  station  in  which 
she  had  conducted  herself  so  amiably  and  irreproachably,  were 
the  persons  who  manifested  s  want  of  delicacy,  and  a  want  of 
attenticm  to  the  chatacter  and  comfort  of  the  royal  personage  in 
questicm.  With  r^ard  to  the  feeble  preferraoe  to  the  prince'** 
claim,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted,  it 
appeared  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  conduct,  aa  if 
bia  concurrence  in  it  was  extorted  from  him  by  the  opinion  of 
the  public.  The  plain  question  was,  what  were  the  motives 
which  induced  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  refuse  the  fuU 
powers  of  the  crown  to  the  person  who  was  to  act  as  its  repre- 
sentative f — What,  but  an  intention  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  mi- 
nisters at  a  time  when  they  would  stand  most  in  need  of  unre- 
strained authority  ?  It  would  not,  he  believed,  be  denied,  that  a 
government  by  a  regent  must  necessarily  prove  more  weak  than 
a  government  carried  on  by  the  crown  itself;  and  consequently, 
it  required  every  possible  degree  of  additjonid  aid  and  assistance. 
But,  by  the  line  proposed,  it  was  Btgni6ed  to  all  foreign  powers, 
that  they  were  divided  among  themselves,  and  there  did  not 
prevail  that  harmony  <^  heart  and  unanimity  so  necessary  to 
exist  at  that  crisis.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  resorted 
to  precedents  in  support  of  his  argumrots  of  that  day ;  but  the 
whole  line  of  precedents  which  he  meant  to  follow,  made  directlj 
against  the  inference  which  it  was  his  design  to  draw  &om  it. 
By  the  mode  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  adc^>ted, 
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the  balaiiee  of  the  crown  was  destroyed ;  and  as  far  aa  the  ba- 
lance of  the  constitution  was  concerned,  that  was  destroyed  also. 
Did  the  regency  bills  referred  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man proceed  upon  the  supporition  that  the  minor  could  nerer 
be  of  age  P  Most  certainly  tbey  did  not ;  nor  were  the  powers 
of  the  prerogative  withbolden.  They  were  all  given,  not  into 
the  hands  of  one  person  indeed,  but  into  the  hands  of  many.  Mr. 
Sheridan  stated,  at  that  time  (in  the  reign  of  Creorge  the  Second) 
the  Prince  of  Wales  was  thirteen ;  and  he  was,  by  the  regency 
bill,  declared  to  be  of  full  age  at  eighteen  ;  and  the  king  was 
then  alive,  and  in  good  health.  He  reasoned  upon  those  facts, 
to  show  the  utraast  time  the  prince  could,  in  that  case,  have  been 
a  minor,  was  five  years ;  and  the  probability  was,  that  he  would 
have  remained  so,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  more  than  two 
or  three  years.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  speech,  the  true  motive  of  the  right  btmourable 
gentleman^  conduct  had  manifested  itself;  he  had  on  a  former 
day  adverted  to  it,  but  not  upon  that  day,  except  in  the  part  of 
his  speech  to  which  he  then  alluded ;  and  that  was  his  belief, 
that  the  regent  would  change  the  adminlBttatitHi,  and  that  the 
government  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  wbcnn  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  dared  to  assert  had  been  in  confede- 
racy  or  conspiracy  to  overturn  the  constitution.  That  was  the 
real  spring  of  all  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  measures  re- 
specting the  regency.  Had  intentions  been  entertained  of  keep- 
ing the  present  ministers,  the  limitations,  be  verily  believed,  would 
never  have  been  heard  of.  The  whole  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  conduct  was  confessedly  governed  by  party  con- 
nderaUons,  and  by  the  impulse  of  bis  own  personal  ambition. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  the  evil  advisers  whom 
the  regent  might  possibly  have  about  him :— but  was  there,  tn 
fact,  any  real  cause  to  dread  such  a  circumstance  P  If  that  was 
the  case,  might  he  not  ask,  with  the  honourable  gentleman  near 
him  (Mr.  Powys),  was  there  not  vigour  enough  left  in  that  house 
to  crush  any  attempts  of  abiise  of  authority,  to  call  bad  ministers 
to  a  severe  account,  and  to  address  the  regent  to  r«nove  them 
from  his  councils  P  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  more 
than  once  wantonly  attacked  that  side  of  the  house  as  containing 
a  political  party.  As  for  himself  (Mr.  Bheridan  added),  he  made 
no  scruple  to  declare,  he  thought  it  the  glory  and  honour  of  hk 
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life  to  belong  to  that  party.  He  who  knew  the  character  of  that 
party,  knew  it  was  an  honour  which  any  man  might  covet  Waa 
it  a  disgrace  to  have  been  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham ;  and  under  his  banners  to  have  combated  on  behalf  of  the 
people  with  Buccess  ?  Was  it  a  disgrace  to  be  ctMineGted  with  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  a  nobleman  who,  swayed  by  no  mean  motives 
of  interest,  nor  influenced  by  any  ambitious  designs  to  grasp  at 
power,  nor  with  a  view  to  any  other  purpose  than  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  dedicated  his  momiDgs  unremittingly  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  public  good  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  be  could  not 
advert  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  without  declaring 
it  was  the  characteristic  distinction  of  his  heart  to  compel  tbe 
most  submissive  devotion  of  mind  and  affection  from  all  those  who 
cune  under  the  observation  of  it ;  and  force  tbem,  by  tbe  most 
powerful  and  amiable  of  all  influence,  to  become  the  inseparable 
associates  of  his  fortune.  With  respect  to  bis  talents,  be  would 
not  speak  of  them ;  they  would  derive  no  support  &om  any  manV 
attestation,  nor  the  most  flattering  pao^yric  of  the  most  en- 
lightened of  his  friends.  Thus  much  he  would  only  observe,  with 
regard  to  the  abilities  at  his  honourable  friend,  that  it  was  tbe  ut- 
most effort  of  any  other  man's  talents,  and  the  best  proof  of  thdr 
existence,  that  he  was  able  to  understand  the  extent,  and  oimipre- 
hend  the  superiority  of  them.  It  was  t^  pride  and  glwy  of  his 
life  to  enjoy  the  h^piness  and  honour  of  his  friendship ;  and  he 
desired  to  be  told  whether  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Fox 
were  less  worthy  of  tbe  confidence  of  their  country,  or  more  unfit 
£o  become  ministers,  because  an  arrogant  individual  chose  pre- 
sumptuously to  load  them  with  calumny  P  Were  he  an  indepen- 
dent man,  standing  aloof  from  party,  and  wholly  unctxinected 
with  it,  he  could  not,  with  patience,  hear  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  insulting  language ;  but  as  a  party  man,  boasting 
himself  to  be  one,  how  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ima- 
gine he  should  receive  his  reflections  but  with  that  scorn  and  dis- 
dain which  became  a  roan  conscious  of  the  worth  and  value  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  connected  ?  Ue  must  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind the  right  honourable  goitleman,  that  after  this  confederacy, 
which  he  had  so  grossly  calumniated,  had,  among  other  of  tbdu 
iniquitous  proceedings,  passed  their  India  bill,  and  after  they  bad 
formed  their  coalition,  that  right  honourable  gentleman  was  ready 
enough  to  have  jmned  their  confederacy ;  and  a  treaty,  as  the 
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bouse  well  knew,  bad  been  then  set  on  foot,  but  the  negotiatioa 
was  not  then  concluded.  He  declared  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  in  earnest ;  he  would  not  injure 
him  so  much  as  to  believe  him  to  be  in  earneEt  when  he  talked  of 
the  damages  to  be  dreaded  irom  the  evil  advisers  of  the  regent, 
as  to  the  abuse  of  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  creating  peers. 
Mr.  Sheridan  ccnnmaited  on  Mr.  Pitt's  argument,  on  the  subject 
of  creating  peers,  and  declared  that  he  had  never  before  heard 
that  the  commerce  of  the  country  had  swelled  to  such  a  pitch  that 
therefore  it  became  necessary  to  add  to  the  number  of  the  peer- 
age ;  and  that  another  reason  was  the  prevention  ci  a  faction  in 
the  house  of  lords  against  the  crown.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  made  no  less  than  forty-eight  peers  during  thelive  yean 
of  his  administration  ;  and  yet  he  had  never  heard  of  any  faction 
having  been  likely  to  take  place  in  that  branch  of  the  l^slature. 
Mr.  Sheridan  next  remaritcd,  that  he  could  not  listen  in  silence 
to  the  expressed  desire  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have 
considered  as  a  test  of  his  future  conduct,  and  not  as  a  pn^esai<»t, 
his  declaration  that  he  would  not  oppose  the  measures  of  his  suc- 
cessors in  office.  Upon  this  occasion  he  trusted  that  the  house 
would  not  lose  sight  of  the  manner  in  which  that  test  had  been 
worded,  namely,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
oppose  any  just  or  good  measures  of  the  new  ministry,  which 
measures  were  hereafter  to  be  discussed.  The  declaration  called 
to  his  mind  a  similar  one  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  a 
former  occasion,  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
adhered.  He  declared  that  he  believed  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  sincere  in  his  intention,  though  he  had  not,  what  Dr. 
Willis  bad  affirmed  he  possessed,  the  gift  of  seeing  the  hearts  by 
looking  at  men's  countenances.  He  remembered  that  the  doctM* 
at  first  told  the  committee,  "  That  he  could  thus  see  the  heart  of 
any  man  whether  be  was  sick  or  not ;" — a  declaration  which  had 
appeared  particularly  to  have  alarmed  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  yet,  putting  all  this  out  of  the  question,  it  was  not  parlia- 
moitary  to  trust  to  any  gentleman's  professions,  especially  where  ' 
0)e  grounds  of  faithfully  adhering  to  those  professions  were  ex- 
pressly left  hereafter  to  be  disputed.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
reserving  the  patronage  of  the  royal  household,  and  adverted  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  baring  charged  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  (when  on  a  former  occasion  be  quitted  office)  with 
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hanDg  left  a  fortress  behind  hini.     The  charge  iras  true ;  be  ad- 
mitted that  his  right  boDourable  friend  had  done  bo;  but  tboi  likt 
a  coarse,  clumsy  Torkman,  he  tiad  built  his  plan  in  open  day,  and 
retired  with  his  friends,  who  serred  without  pa^,  though  their 
services  had  been  long  cc»itinued.      Not  so  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  over  the  way  ;  like  a  more  crafty  maaoa,  he  had 
collected  his  materials  with  greater  caudou,  and  worked  them 
up  with  abundantly  more  art.     Periiaps,  he  had  taken  the  ad- 
vice of  the  noble  duke,  famous  for  fortification,  and  with  the  aid 
of  that  able  engineer,  had  provided  a  corps  of  royal  military  ar- 
tificers, and  thrown  up  impregnable  ramparts  to  secure  himself 
and  his  garrison.     Upon  this  occarion  the  Ling^s  arms  doubtless 
might  be  seen  flying  as  a  banno-  on  the  top  of  his  fortress,  and 
powerful,  indeed,  must  prove  the  effect  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  thundering  eloquence  from  without,  and  the  support 
of  the  royal  artificers  from  within,  against  his  political  adver- 
saries.  Mr.  Sheridan  reprobated  the  person,  whoever  it  might  be, 
that  advised  her  majesty  to  lend  her  name  to  such  a  propositioD 
as  that  which  was  then  made  to  the  committee ;  and  declared  that 
were  the  one  ground  of  suspicion  of  the  bad  advisers  of  the  re- 
gent to  be  taken  away,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  not 
be  said  to  have  produced  a  single  argument  in  support  of  his  sys- 
tem.    He  described  the  power  that  the  ex-minister  would  derive 
from  retaining  the  patronage  of  the  king's  household ;  and  coo- 
tended  that  the  pretext  that  his  majesty's  feeUngs  would beshocked 
when  he  recovered  and  found  his  household  changed,  was  ridicu* 
lous.     The  bad  advisers  of  the  regent  were  to  be  allowed  (be 
power  of  making  war,  peace,  treaties,  and  the  exercise  of  various 
other  important  authorities.    To  talk,  therefore,  of  his  majesty's 
feelings,  when  he  should  recover  and  find  his  household  changed, 
was  to  suppose  that  he  would  be  less  shocked  to  learn  that  the 
constitution  of  his  country  was  changed,  part  of  his  dominions 
ceded  to  foreign  potentates,  and  other  essential  and  important 
calamities  and  disgraces  entailed  on  his  country,  which  was  like 
a  man,  who  having  been  entrusted  with  the  mansion-house  of  a 
person  during  his  incapacity  to  take  care  of  it,  should  suffer  it 
to  go  to  ruin,  and  the  winds  of  heaven  to  blow  through  almost 
every  part  of  it,  the  enclosures  to  be  broken  down,  the  flocks  of 
sheep  to  be  shorn  and  exposed  to  the  storms,  and  all  left  to  ruin 
and  decay,  except  a  few  looking-glasses  and  old  worthless  gilt 
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lumber,  that  were  locked  up  in  ao  old-fashioned  draving-room. 
Mr.  Sheridan  represented  the  ex-minieter  coming  dovn  to  the 
house  in  state,  with  the  cap  of  liberty  on  the  end  of  a  white  staff, 
s  retinue  of  black  and  white  sticks  attending  him,  and  an  army 
of  beef-eaters  (whom  the  master  of  the  horse,  the  lord  steward, 
and  lord  chamberlain,  were  to  be  employed  jn  marshalling)  to 
clear  hie  way  through  the  lobby.  He  said,  that  he  lately  heard 
much  of  the  political  capacity  of  a  king,  but  had  never  heard 
that  the  potitica]  capacity  of  a  lord  of  the  bedchamber  was  so  in- 
separably connected  with  bis  body  natural,  that  if  the  former 
were  extinct,  the  latter  could  not  without  difficulty  be  found, 
wlien  his  majesty  should  recover,  and  call  back  his  household 
officers.  He  observed,  that  ministers  were  desirous  of  making  it 
a  condition  with  the  regent,  that  they  were  to  have  do  claim  upon 
him,  provided  the  red  book  remained  A  it  stood  at  present ;  let 
the  court  kalendar  continue  unaltered,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
might  be  regent.  Mr.  Sheridan  again  adverted  to  what  he  styled 
the  ministers'  pretended  regard  for  his  Majesty's  feeltDgs,and  asked 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  whether  he  thought  his  Majesty 
would  not  be  hurt,  when,  ufoa  his  reason  returning,  he  should 
know  in  what  manner  his  sons,  the  heir  apparent  and  the  Duke 
of  York,  as  well  as  the  other  royal  dukes,  had  been  treated  by 
ministers  during  his  illness,  especially  aft«'  the  gracious  decla- 
rations which  they  had  all  heard  of  in  another  place  ?  He  ob- 
served, that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hod  admitted  the 
restricdcmg  to  be  evils,  and  had  discussed  them  chiefly  on  the 
grounds  of  expediency ;  he  combated  them  on  that  ground,  and 
declared  that  he  fully  admitted  the  doctrine  of  the  lawyers,  that 
the  political  capacity  of  the  monarch  was  whole  and  entire,  but 
that  be  must  ctmtend  they  were  acting  in  direct  oppoation  to  that 
principle,  and  to  what  had  originally  made  it  a  principle  in  our 
constitution.  He  said  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  reason  upon  the 
question,  it  was  enough  to  state  his  arguments ;  they  were  ao 
evident  that  they  needed  only  to  be  heard  to  be  admitted  as  if 
they  bad  been  proved.  After  a  great  variety  of  sarcasms,  and 
shrewd  observations,  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  when  it  should  be  known  by  the  public  that  the  motive  for 
such  restrictions  was  no  other  Uian  because  the  prince  was  going 
to  take  into  his  service  a  different  set  of  men  from  those  now  in 

n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 


446  BlPEECHES  OP  THE  [JAH.  19* 

office,  tbey  would  despise  and  detest  the  cunning  and  the  craft 
.   horn  whence  so  wretched  a  proceeding  had  originated. 

At  length  the  eomtttUtee  dhidtd  <m  Mr.  Powi/t't  umendmtmt  <m  iitjlrit  rao- 
lutton;  aga  154 ;  rom  327.  The  original  retokitioH  teat  M«s  put  amd  earritd 
■DtMintf  a  divition.  A  divuion  next  look  place  on  lAt  teeond  retoUt^on  relatiwt 
to  the  creation  o/ peert ;  ageiZlS;  noeilSS.  All  the  other  reeoluiimu,  except- 
ing thai  reipeetittg  the  kiag'i  hotuthoU,  were  then  tnerallg  put  and  carriei. 
The  houte  aiffoumtd. 

Jakuakt  19. 
KEOSXCT    BBBTBICTIONB. 

On  thu  Jof  Mr.  Pitt  moved  futfiflh  rualuHon,  eommtting  tie  eart  ^  U* 
Mtfjetly'i  person  to  the  queen,  and  granting  to  her  the  power  ^  removing  from, 
and  ^^ppoinUng  all  the  offlcra  iff  the  houeehold. 

Mr.  Suebidan  observed,  that  it  was  not  an  agreeable  task  to 
enter  on  the  degree  of  comparative  abilities  with  which  the  re- 
solution had  been  debated ;  and  the  more  so,  when  the  person 
who  undertook  to  comment  on  the  matter,  had  himself  been  prin- 
cipal]/ concerned  in  the  debate.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's explanation  required  an  explanation.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  given  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Fox)  no  answer  whatever  as  to  the  time  when  the  restric- 
ti<His  would  be  taken  olT  the  regency,  in  case  his  expectations  of 
his  Majesty's  recovery  should  prove  to  have  been  unwarranted, 
as  he  verily  believed  they  would  turn  out.  And  there  was  an- 
other  matter  of  no  small  importance,  respecting  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  said  one  word,  and  that  was  the 
council  to  be  provided  for  the  queen,  as  guardian  and  trustee  of 
his  Majesty's  royal  perscHi.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  on 
his  first  opening  of  his  plan,  on  a  former  day,  bad  omitted  to 
state  even  that  there  was  to  be  a  council,  tUl  the  resolution  came 
to  be  read  ;  and  then  the  right  honourable'gentleman  had  started 
up  and  put  in  bis  counsel,  like  the  postscript  to  a  letter,  or  a 
matter  of  trifling  consequence,  taking  care  to  tell  them  no  more 
than  it  was  to  be  a  councU  of  advice,  not  a  counsel  of  control. 
But  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  counsd  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained ;  and  the  committee  ought  to  be  told  of  whom  it  was  to 
consist  before  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  it. 

During  the  covrte  of  the  debate  Mr.  Boaverie  had  remarhed,  that  the  retebt- 
lion  eoruitled  of  (Aree  ditHnet  propoeitiom : — the  core  of  hi*  Mogeelg't  perum, 
tkt  pacer  to  remort  or  eaaftmw  the  hautehald  iffieert,  and  the  appOMteoit  ef 
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a  eoumeiL  It  mwi  tAerefore  propottd  OuU  (A«y  iMotiid  haptU  uparaUly,  but 
Mr.  Pitt  net  toiuentiag  to  tjtit,  Mr.  Bouvtrit  moved  thai  tAt  iteond  eiaiae  of 
ike  rttoiiUUm  tkoaid  be  left  out,  T%t  eommilUt  divided  on  fMit  notion,  vheit 
Here  appeared,  ayei  1S5 ,-  noet  229.  Lord  North  then  moved,  that  the  «>ordi 
"for  a  Imited  f»u'''i«  added;  upon  vhieh  the  eotnmittee  again  divided;  ayet 
164  ;  noei  220.  The  houtt  mat  Mm  reitimed,  the  tneral  retolulioiu  reported 
and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  he  dalhertd  at  a  conferenet  to  the  lordi. 


Jahvakt  26. 
begsmct  bestkictioms. 
Mr.  Pitt  informed  the  Aovie,  thai  the  next  ilep  which  he  ihould  propote  toovld 
be  to  lay  the  retolatiom,  voted  bg  the  (wo  hoiuei,  before  the  Prinee  of  Waiet,  n 
order  to  knou  vhether  hie  royal  highrteit  aai  wilting  to  accept  the  regency  upon 
liote  eoHdi^atu  ;  and,  therefore,  he  gaot  notice  that  he  ihould  mate  a  motion 
for  ail  hambie  addrtufor  thatpurpoee  on  the  morroai, 

Mk.  Shekidah  remarked,  that  what  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemaD  (Mr.  Pitt)  bad  advanced  in  gmeral  terms  of  the  intended 
motion  for  an  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  might  do  for  those 
who  would  wish  to  give  implicit  confidence  to  every  thing  that 
fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  there  were  other 
descriptions  of  men  who  might  reasonably  expect  a  more  8ati»< 
factory  answer.  As  the  rettrictions  stood,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  pleased  to  recollect  there  was  nothing  in 
them  which  intimated  that  they  were  calculated  to  continue  for 
ft  limited  time  only.  Upon  the  face  of  the  resolurions  they  ap- 
peared designed  to  be  permanent ;  and,  therefore,  be  submitted 
it  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  whether  it  was  not  abso* 
lutely  necessary,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  signify  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  they  were  meant  to  continue 
in  force  only  for  a  limited  time.  Perhaps  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  designed  to  do  this  in  the  address ;  but  certainly  it.was 
material  that  it  should  be  done  one  way  or  the  other.  He  under- 
stood that  there  was  to  be  a  commission  passed  to  open  the  par- 
liament as  soon  as  the  prince's  answer  to  the  address  was  received ; 
and  it  was  said  that  his  royal  highness  was  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
missioners. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gen> 
tleman  would  inform  the  house  how  the  commission  was  to  be 
constituted  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  pressed  the  necessity  of  signifying 
that  the  restrictions  were  to  be  only  for  a  limited  time;  since, as 
the  resolutions  stood,  they  certainly  warranted  the  idea  of  an  in- 
tention to  make  them  permanent. 
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Mr.  Pitt  rtpOtd,  that  wUit  thi  ruobitioit  ked  6cm  carried  to  tike  Primet  ^ 
WaUt,  and  tht  Mtwer  of  Ail  royoJ  highuu  obtaiaud,  it  miomid  tMtu  ht  Iw 
enough  to  diteiM  the  propriety  cf  the  eommiaUm  to  he  pateedjbr  t^eiu^  lit 
parliament, 

Mr.  Sheridan  desired  to  koow  if  there  iras  not  some  danger  in 
adopting  that  mode  of  proceeding.  He  described  the  awkward 
situatioQ  in  which  it  would  place  the  prince,  by  stating,  that  if 
the  address  was  presented  with  the  refiolutions,  and  the  answv 
should  prove  that  his  royal  highness  was  willing  to  accept  the 
regency  (»i  those  conditions,  whether,  when  the  commis^mi  was 
issued,  and  the  prince  might  not  choose  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  it,  he  would  not  be  precluded  from  refusing,  and  be  con- 
sidered by  his  answer  to  have  pledged  himself  to  consent  to  all 
the  subsequent  proceedings  relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  re- 
gency? 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  hiifint  object  iMald  be  to  carry  np  the  reiaUdiont,  ami 
the  other  mattert,  luch  oi  the  ordering  a  eommittion  to  be  ieeited  in  the  ting"! 
rwme  fir  the  opening  of  tht  parliament,  and  rariow  neee»t<trif  pomte,  wmld 
corn*  under  ditctution  hereafter. 


Jandabv  27. 
BKGEHCr    BEBTaiCTIONS. 


Mr,  Pill  moved,  "  T^at  a  committee  he  appointed  to  eoiHiiumteaU  to  hii  regal 
highnett  the  Prince  of  Walet  the  retolulioni  ahiek  the  hotae  of  lordt  and  earn- 
mont  /lave  agreed  to,  for  providing  the  meam  oftvpplging  the  defect  in  the  per- 
tonal  exereiie  of  the  royal  aathorily,  vnder  tueh  rtgulation*  a»  the  prtttnt  or- 
eumttaneei  may  4eem  to  require ;  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  i/^arm 
hii  royal  highteie,  that  the  eommone  e*pren  their  hopet  that  hie  royal  highneu 
vriU  accept  the  eaid  charge,  a*  toon  at  an  act  of  parliament  can  be  paeted  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  laid  purpote." 

In  thecovrte  of  the  debate  an  irregular  converiation  tool  place  on  the  taljfeet 
of  addreuei  nhieh  had  been  abtmned  in  different  parti  of  the  eotmlry,  approv- 
ing cf  the  conduct  of  the  miniilry,  and  tevertd  memiirt  toere  called  to  order. 

Mb.  Sheridav,  having  premised  that  he  did  not  mean  in  the 
least  to  advert  to  that  part  of  the  debate  which  respected  the 
question  of  order,  nor  to  go  at  large  into  any  argument  to  prove 
Uiat  there  was  an  evident  want  of  system,  though  upcHi  this  ground 
he  must  agree  with  his  honourable  friend  near  htm  ;  and  likewise 
in  his  assertion  that  the  measure  then  proposed  would  cause  de- 
lay.  He  added,  that  there  were  two  things  which,  he  owned, 
would  iodine  him  to  agree  to  the  address ;  and  that  one  of  these 
was,  that  it  had  been  understood  the  idea  so  hastily  suggested 
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on  a  preceding  ereniDg,  of  limiting  the  duration  of  the  regency 
was  abandoned ;  and  the  reducing  the  form  of  the  couBtitution 
to  a  republic,  bj  making  the  election  of  a.  supreme  governor  an- 
nual, would  no  longer  be  insisted  upon.  He  declared  that  when 
this  idea  was  first  started  the  right  bonourable  gentleman  seemed 
to  be  ready  to  embrace  it ;  be  could  not,  therefore,  but  wonder 
at  the  sort  of  acquiescence  manifested  by  the  house  to  a  propon- 
tion  of  so  monstrous  a  nature,  pregnant  with  euch  extensive  mis- 
diiefs,  and  trading  in  the  first  instance  to  change  the  form  of  the 
constitution.  Mr.  Sheridan  reverted  to  what  he  had  mentioned 
the  day  befive,  and  again  remarked  that  the  resolutions,  upon 
the  face  of  them,  appeared  to  be  final  and  permanent ;  since  ^ey 
contained  nothing  which  pointed  out  that  they  were  calculated 
merely  to  subsist  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  answer  an  emergency 
of  only  a  temporary  nature ;  although  upon  that  single  ground, 
urged  again  and  again  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self, and  other  gentlemen,  in  debate,  had  the  house  been  called 
upon  to  vote  the  resolutions.  Ue  enforced  the  necessity  of  ac- 
companying the  resolutions,  when  laid  before  his  royal  highness, 
with  some  intimation  of  this  very  material  circumstance;  and, 
■  before  he  sat  down  declared,  that  he  would  move  an  amendment 
to  the  motion,  in  order  to  add  words  to  that  effect.  Another 
point  was  that  the  scheme  of  setting  up  what  had  been  properly 
enough  termed  a  phantom  and  a  shadow  to  represent  the  third 
estate,  was  to  be  abolished ; —if  the  fact  was  so,  he  should  re- 
joice exceedingly ;  because  he  could  not  but  regard  the  resort- 
ing to  such  a  mode  of  obtaining  the  royal  assent  as  a  fallacy,  and 
a  violation  of  the  righta  of  the  third  estate,  by  an  assumption  of 
the  exercise  of  those  rights  in  the  two  bouses  of  parliament,  to 
whom  it  did  not  constitutionally  belong.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  to  him  thought  proper  to  contend  that  the 
bouse  had  already  determined  on  that  point ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  say  that  they  had  not  determined  it ; — they  had,  indeed, 
talked.of  it ;  and  loose  bints  had  been  given  in  the  course  of  de- 
bate of  the  nature  of  the  thing  intended  to  be  put  in  practice ; 
but  all  they  had  decided  was  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  two 
houses  to  determine  on  the  means  by  which  the  royal  assent 
should  be  given  to  a  bill ;  and,  most  certainly,  there  was  a  wide 
difference  between  resolving  that  it  was  necessary  (at  the  two 
houses  -to  detemmc  on  the  means,  and  the  means  themwiTes. 
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Another  matter,  which  still  remained  unexpleimd,  was  the  de> 
gree  of  state  and  attendaDce  which  the  right  bonouiable  gentle- 
man  had  observed  that  he  meant  to  move  to  be  annexed  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  n»m  of  that  power 
and  patronage  which,  by  the  fifth  resolution,  he  had  proposed  to 
take  away  from  him.  As  the  right  honourable  gentleman  seemed 
to  mean  to  retain  that  office,  and  give  up  every  other,  he  wished 
that  at  the  time  when  the  restrictions  were  laid  before  his  royal 
highness,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  insert  something 
in  the  address  to  apprize  his  royal  highness  of  the  inteotioD,  that 
be  might  know  what  he  was  to  expect  would  be  contained  in  the 
bill,  and  that  it  was  to  cmtain  something  else  besides  the  restric- 
tions. Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  the  motion,  "  That  the  restrictions  were  farmed 
aa  the  supposition  that  his  Majesty^s  illness  was  raily  temporary, 
and  might  be  of  no  long  duration."  These  words,  he  said,  he 
had  taken  out  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  letter  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  already  before  tbe  public ;  and, 
therefore,  he  did  not  imagine  that  any  objection  oould  be  made 
to  his  amendment  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  any 
other  member. 

Sir  Jamti  EnkiM,  Mr.  Pitt,  JUr.  Orttf,  Mr.  Burie,  md  Mr.  PttUtneyfot- 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rose  again,  and  observed,  that  in  such  a 
case  the  house  would  perceive  the  want  of  system.  Tbe  honour- 
able g^tleman  had,  on  a  former  night,  suggested  on  a  sudden 
an  intention  to  propose  a  limitation  of  the  existence  of  the  re- 
gency, which  he  had  just  told  the  house  he  meant  to  persirt  in, 
and  should  state  more  fully  hereafter.  It  was  upcHi  this  occasion 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  professed  an  acqui- 
escence; and  after  having  stated  that  his  mixle  of  proceeding 
was  a  mode  which  was  not  to  be  changed,  be  had,  in  a  manna-, 
agreed  to  receive  the  honourable  gentleman^s  proposition,  and  to 
change  it  hereafter.  To  what  end  then  vote  the  proposed  address 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  ?  If  they  adopted  any  additional  r^u- 
lation,  or  made  any  alterations,  they  would  necessarily  have  to 
do  the  business  which  they  were  now  about  over  again ;  and  to 
send  up  a  second  address  to  the  prince,  to  leam  whether,  in  tbe 
altered  state  of  the  restrictions,  his  royal  highness  was  yet  will- 
ing to  accept  the  regency.     Mr.  Sheridan  pressed  this  argument, 

C,ooj;lc 


lyyQ.]  RIGHT   HON.    R.    B.    SHERIDAN.  451 

and  then  said,  that,  in  order  to  obviate  the  nght  honourable  gen- 
tleman's scruples,  he  should  propose  an  alteration  to  his  amend- 
ment, to  which  he  did  not  think  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man could  object.  If  he  had  understood  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  before  upon  the  subject,  he  had  signified  tliat 
his  objection  to  the  amendment  was,  that  it  proved  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  bad  termed  a  partial  selection  from  a  para- 
graph in  his  letter  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  and  that  he  had  left 
out  certain  words  of  importance.  He  could  not,  Mr.  Sheridan 
remarked,  consider  those  omitted  words  in  any  other  light  than 
as  words  of  surplusage ;  but,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  to  remove  all  his  doubts,  he  had  now  taken 
those  words  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  letter,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  complained  were  omitted  in  the 
motion.  The  matter  would  then  go  clearly,  and  without  reserve, 
to  his  rojal  highness,  and  they  would  see  by  his  royal  high- 
ness's  answer,  what  steps  they  ought  next  to  take.  The  words 
Mr.  Sheridan  meant  to  add  to  his  motion  were  these,  "  but  if, 
unfortunately,  his  Majesty's  recovery  should  be  protracted  to  a 
more  distant  period  than  there  is  at  present  reason  to  imagine,  it 
will  be  open  hereafter  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  reconsider 
these  provisions.'"  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  must  beg  leave  to 
read  that  pact  of  the  motion  cm  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  relied,  as  marking,  in  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's mind,  that  the  restrictions  were  calculated  merely  for  the 
present  exigency,  and  were  consequently  only  of  a  temporary 
nature.  He  asked  if  those  words  conveyed  so  clearly,  distinctly, 
and  intelligibly,  that  the  restrictions  were  permanent,  and  not 
temporary,  as  the  words  of  his  amendment  warranted  such  a  con- 
clusion. Why  then,  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  use 
dubious  words,  when  he  might  speak  plainly  and  directly  ?  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  before  declared  his  letter  was 
partially  quoted.  He  had  now  taken  the  part  which  was  omitted, 
and  added  it  to  the  other;  and,  therefore,  if  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  to  do  justice  to  the  public  and  to  the 
prince,  he  could  not,  with  the  least  consistency,  persevere  in  his 
objections. 

Upon  the  gueition  being  put  that  the  houte  do  give  leave  that  the  Jirsl  amend. 
ment  might  be  withdraam,  m  order  to  give  Mr.  Sheridan  an  opportunity  to  join 
theftrtt  and  teeond,  and  move  both  at  one  amendment,  leave  leatgivtn,  and  t/u 

'  "  2  t'.oogic 


452  SPEECHES    OF   THE  [jAH.  29) 

futttion  mat  tiun  put  on  the  uhoU  of  the  conjoint  amendwunt,  tehkk  icat  ttj^ 
tioed  tuitJioiii  a  divUion,  and  ike  main  gutitio*  earned.  Mr.  Pitt  next  matd, 
"  That  the  retention  ahiek  reUUet  to  the  eare  ofhii  Mqfettg't  penom,  and  Ik 
Management  of  hit  Mt^eity'»  koueekold,  being  in  the  queen,  tiottld  if  eoMMtt- 
tated  to  her  Mqjetty  tcith  an  addreit,  kwnbls  deriring  her  Mqjettg  to  lake  taia 
her  eare  thott  important  tnute  at  eoom  at  an  act  ^parliament  eon  htpeuti 
for  that  purpote,"    This  vat  agreed  to. 


Jahd&bt  29. 
REGENCY    KESTRICTtONS. 


Mr.  Pitt  mooed,  "  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  «  eommittee  m  Ik 
itate  of  the  nation  be  diteharged."  Thil  having  been  agreed  to,  he  next  notti, 
"  That  the  haute  retoloe  ileelf  into  a  commillee  on  the  ilate  of  tie  nation  on  til 
tneuing  Mondto)."     At  toon  at  the  epeaier  had  read  thii  retolution, 

Mr.  Shekidax  rising  immediately,  remarked  that  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  remain  silent  concerntDg  the  situation  in  which  the 
house  stood.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  on  the  pre- 
ceding Tuesday,  declared,  that  there  would  not  be  the  dehj 
which  an  honourable  friend  of  bis,  as  well  as  be,  had  expressed 
their  apprehensions  of,  during  the  course  of  the  debate,  but  that 
on  that  day  the  house  would  have  to  proceed  in  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  nation.  They  now  found  themselves  no  nearer  to 
the  object  than  they  were  on  Tuesday  lost.  He  wished  therefore, 
before  the  question  was  put,  to  know  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  what  could  occasion  this  failure  of  his  promise,  sni 
consequently  this  impediment  to  business. 

Mr.  Pitt  aneieered,  that  he  readi^  acknoaUigtd  having  eipreteed  a  hope  e* 
I^ldag  oflhe-houiet  being  able  to  proceed  ae  that  dag,  in  the  committee  oa  til 
ttate  of  the  nation,  ond,  at  the  time,  he  had  expected  that  hit  hope  vio¥id  Imt 
btenfulJWed,  bitt  eventt  had  tinee  taken  tnch  a  Uirn  at  rendered  it  impetnUt- 
He  covid  not,  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  communieate  vhat  thote  eventi  ferti 
but  a*  he  teat  anxioiu  at  all  timet  to  give  the  houte  every  pottible  tafiefaelii», 
out  of  order  at  it  leat,  he  icoiild  venlvre  lo  mention  that  he  believed  hit  roj^ 
highneti  had  appointed  the  next  day,  at  three  o'clock,  lo  receive  the  joint  aJdrtu 
ilf  the  tieo  houeet ;  and  that  the  houte  of  lordt  toould  tit  db  Saiitrday  lo  late  ll* 
next  tlep  for  providing  a  committion  for  opening  the  parliament,  and  ther^fbrt  it 
womld  be  to  no  purpoitfor  that  hoiue  to  lit  m  the  tame  day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  that  it  was  unparliamentary  to  tale 
any  notice  of  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said; 
but,  as  it  had  been  expected  on  the  preceding  Monday,  that  the 
ftddresB  would  have  been  moved  in  the  house  of  lords  tm  that  day, 
■nd  one  of.  his  MajestyV  ministers  had  prevented  it ; — w>  the 
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same  hindrance  might  arise  again.  Id  respect  to  the  oommissioa 
.to  be  issued  for  opening  the  parliament.  On  Tuesday  last  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  bad  declared,  that  there  existed  the 
most  perfect  harmony  and  cordiality  among  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vants ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  feel  no  difficulty  in  giving  the  house  a  positive  assurance 
that  the  business  would  be  proceeded  on  in  the  bouse  of  lords  aa 
Saturday,  either  by  pledging  himself  for  the  fact,  or  stating  that 
he  really  had  good  reason  to  believe  it  would  8o4um  out ;  or,  if 
he  was  unwilling  to  do  this,  that  he  would  suffer  that  house  to 
sit  on  Saturday,  that  they  might  enter  upon  the  business,  in  case 
the  lords  should  disappoint  them,  as  they  had  done  on  the  pre- 
ceding Monday.  He  could  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  pre- 
sume to  say  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  have  been  ready  to 
receive  the  joint  address,  and  to  have  given  his  answer  upon  that 
day ;  hut  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  undertake  to 
declare,  that  his  royal  highness  would  not  have  received  it  that 
morning  ? 

7b  ihu  no  muner  wof  ^tee*. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  to  leave 
out  the  word  "  Monday,"  and  insert  the  word  "  Saturday." 
By  sitting  on  Saturday,  the  house,  he  said,  would  at  least  have 
(Hte  advantage ; — if  a  port  of  administration  should  prevent  the 
business  proceeding  in  the  house  of  lords  on  that  day,  as  th^ 
had  done,  in  the  case  of  the  address,  on  the  preceding  Monday, 
that  house  coidd  go  on  with  it,  and  thus  prevent  farther  delay. 

Al  length  lit  qti«tli<m*eat pnt  omtihehmtKdMMl.Uial  lh«»ortt»  "  Mimiaf 
Mxf,"  ttandfOTt  of  thU  qitiUim,  Agm  70,-  flOM  53.  Thtmain  qnetlum  wm 
ihtKpat  aad  agrtti  to. 


Fbbbuabt  2. 
begenct  restkictioms. 

7%e/olb»riiig  rtioUlio»  patted  by  the  lordi  hoeing  brtn  commameattd  to  tht 
honte  qf  eomaumt,  Mr.  Pitt  tnmtdfor  their  concurrence  (herein.  Thit  motion, 
which  vat  al  hngth  carried  vithont  a  divition,  gave  rite  to  a  long  md  won* 
debate. 

Rttoleed,  "  That  it  it  expedient  and  aeuMorjr  thai  lettert  patent,  nnder  the 
great  teal  of  Gnat  Sritain,he  tB^mtBtrrd  to  be  ittned  by  lh»  authority  iff  the  beo 
koii»etttfparliamenl,intke  tenor  and  form  foUoaing."  Bert  foUoteed  an  enei 
tranieripl  qf  the  writ  ntnaUg  itemed  mder  the  lign  mannd,  en^overing  certain 
eemmiimner*  to  open  and  hold  the  king't  parliammti  at   Wettmntter.     Tie 
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eoMMMnoMn  nomiaaled  bf  tkeprttent  httertpatmtwert,  the  Prime*  tf  Wiim, 
llu,  DuktM  tf  York.  CiMtin-Iaad,  and  Glotealer.  together  mlk  th»  other  patm 
lOHolbf  «u«rM  thtrew. 

Mk.  Shebij>ak  observed,  that  he  rose  merely  in  c«isequence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentlemao  ov€t  the  way 
(Mr.  RoIIe).  Mr,  Sheridan  denied  that  his  right  bonourabk 
friend  (Mr.  Fox),  who  vaa  not  then  presoit,  had  ever  aaeerted 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  right  to  aBsutne  the  exercise  of  the  rojiJ 
authority,  without  the  adjudication  of  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
mrait.  The  question  of  right  was,  therefore,,  unnecessarily  agi- 
tated, because  the  doctrine  of  the  two  houses  having  a  right  to 
provide  for  the  defect  in  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority,  had 
never  been  denied.  With  regard  to  his  right  honourable  friend 
standing  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  fact 
undoubtedly  wag,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  stood  higher 
in  the  opinion  of  his  royal  highness  than  any  other  person  ;  and 
the  reason  was,  that  bis  royal  highness  reposed  the  greatest  con- 
fidence where  he  found  the  greatest  merits.  Of  the  secesaon  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  reason  was 
obvious.  It  was  extraordinary  that  the  minister  should  have 
been  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  day  before  the  commission 
bad  been  proposed  in  the  other  house  of  parliament,  and  that  he 
should  not  have  consulted  his  royal  highness,  whether  it  was 
agreeable  to  him,  or  to  his  royal  brother,  and  royal  uncles,  to 
admit  the  respective  insertion  of  their  names  in  a  commission 
issued  on  principles  repugnant  to  those  contained  in  a  protest 
which  the  Duke  of  York  had  subscribed  and  recognized.  As  lo 
the  base  coinage  which  was  intended  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of 
royalty,  without  its  bearing  one  feature  of  the  royal  countenacice, 
Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  after  the  able  arguments  which  had  been 
urged,  and  particularly  the  speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Burke),  to  which  it  was  enough  barely  to  allude,  he  would 
not  pay  remarks  of  such  expressive  force  so  ill  a  compliment,  as 
to  trouble  the  committee  with  an  attempt  to  give  them — what  they 
did  not  want — additional  validity  by  a  continuance  of  reastming 
upon  the  subject. 

Fbbrv&kt  7' 
begency  kesthictions. 

On  tht  9rd  of  Febmerf  Mr,  Pitt  hadmoetd/or  leavtlo  brauf  ia  a  bill  loprn- 
ridtfor  tht  corf  of  hU  Majnlj/'t  rofal  ptrton,  and  for  the  mfiNiaitfraA'M  q^/*« 
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ngai  mUkorUg  inring  hi*  Mvjttty'*  iOmeu.  L^m  fBa»  oeeenKNf ^  fwm,  mJ 
(&B  MI  nu  hrvngU  M  md  rtadfor  tlf  Jlnt  Hm* o»  the  dm/foUombtg  ;  attend 
Mm*  OS  the  6lh,  and  ordered  to  be  eommiittd  m  lh«  7th. 

The  reffeney  bili  nntuted  of  fttr/jr-fvo  clmue*.  7l«  elatm  mhiek  toaefirH 
obfeeted  to  in  Ihe  eommUitt  km  that  lOliek  eouiaiMd  the  oath  to  bt  taket  bf  the 
rtfftHi.  TiBo  ptnie  nf  thi*  oath  tetrt  oijeeted  to  bf  Mr.  Burke.— F^l,  thai  by 
tehieh  he  teat  bound"  to  taie  care  <tf  the  pertonalutfetj^  the  ting  to  the  uimotl 
</ Aw  j>otNr  okI  oUZify;'' a  promnM  wUcA  eo>U  oaly  ie  cowiilercd  at  a  mocfc- 
ety  and  vuhU  i^onthe  Priuee  of  fFatet,  taken  U  mat  mtO  Jmonrn  thai  ht  wot  not 
in  the  imalteit  degree  entrmtted  vith  the  care  qf  the  roydperton.  Beeendig,  thai 
part  bf  whiek  kt  vat  hound  "  la  jmwni  aeeording  to  the  tttpuieHoni  and  rtguia- 
Hdm  MmfoMMl  m  the  biil."  II  mat  atked  for  wkat  jmrpote  Ikit  idea  tff  a  eovi- 
MHt  mat  embodied ;  and  mhg  the  wordt  did  net  run  in  general  fcnu,  at  in  the 
eoronalion,  "aeeording  to  the  Urn*  ^  the  land;"  iff  uihiek  thtU  biU,  ieken  if 
patted,  would  qftourte  make  a  pari.  In  anttMr  to  bolk  tkem  o^tetiont  il  vat 
taid,  thai  the  oath  ma*  taken  fi'om  thai  interttd  in  the  rtgenef  act  qf  ike  preteni 
rtign;  and  milk  regard  to  the firtto^jeeiion  it  teat  taid,  thai  ^regent, pottttt- 
i*g  almuti  the  whole  eneeutioe  power,  mould  be  pottetted  of  mtani  peeuliar  to 
kimteff  <if  providing  for  tke  king" I  iBneti ;  tuck  at  protecting  kim  ogaintt  Irea- 
ton,  teditiont,  and  rioti,  m  com  of  eteH  war.  or  of  ktvation.  The  tenenik  ekmti, 
providing  againtt  the  non-retidenee  of  the  prince,  and  agatntl  hit  nuarjing  a 
Papitt,  being  read,  Mr.  RoUe  rote,  and  again  brought  on  the  tulgeet  of  the  rumour 
wkiekkadfonierhfprttaUtd^  the prince't  marriage.  Heconeludedunthmoeiug 
that  Ike  word*,  "  or  who  it  or  tkould  be  married  in  law,  or  in  fact  to  be  a  Pa- 
pitt," beinterted.  l%ii prodncedntuehallereation,  in  which  Ike  mover  wat  treated 
with  great  atperiif  bf  Lord  Ifortk,  Mr.  Gref,  Mr.  Qmrtenof,  mil  Mr.  Sheridam. 

Mk.  Sheridan  observed,  that  he  should  now  trespass  much 
lees  than  he  at  first  dedgned  upon  the  attention  of  the  house,  be- 
cause the  noble  lord  (North)  in  the  blue  riband  had  so  com- 
pletely answered  his  purpose  of  rising  at  all.  There  was  un- 
doubtedly a  disposition  on  the  side  of  the  bouse  on  which  he  tat, 
to  treat  the  matter  without  much  discussion ;  but  he  could  not 
help  thinking  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  endeavoured 
to  raise  a  warm  discussion,  by  imputing  intentions  which  could 
not  exist.  The  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband  had  treated  the 
subject  with  that  levity  which  better  became  it,  than  the  pom- 
pous solemnity  it  had  been  dressed  up  with  by  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  said  they  had  their  doubts,  but  that  they 
wished  them  to  be  hushed  up.  If  any  gentleman  seriously 
thought  that  the  matter,  so  darkly  hinted  at,  had  taken  place, 
it  was  his  duty  to  state  the  ground  why  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  propose  an  inquiry,  and  to  probe  that  inquiry  to  the  bottom. 
"  With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  motives,''  continued 
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Hr.  Sheridan,  "  I  plainly  aay,  I  doubt  the  hooourable  gcntle- 
man's  motives ;  and  I  say  so,  because  I  can  judge  <»ily  from  hi* 
actions,  of  the  purity  of  his  motives.  I  can't  prooounce  them 
bad,  because  I  can't  possibly  know  what  tbey  are ;  but,  let  us 
compare  them  with  his  conduct.  The  honourable  geotlemao 
Bays  he  has  bis  doubts — he  does  not  state  why  ;  he  has  had  acts 
of  parliament  consulted,  tending  darkly  to  sustain  those  doubts. 
What  motive  can  he  bare  but  to  give  suspicion  wing,  and  dia- 
■eminate  alarm?  Who  has  said  any  thing  in  favour  of  tboae 
doubts  P  It  is  true  a  pamphlet  has  be»i  written  by  an  ingenious 
gentleman,  the  madness  and  folly  of  which  are  apparent  in  every 
page,  and  the  whole  drift  of  which  betrays  the  author  to  be  a 
had  citizen ;  because,  when  he  roundly  asserts  that  be  seriously 
believes  the  facts  he  refers  to,  to  have  taken  place,  and  then  r^ 
sorts  to  no  means  of  elucidating  it ;  he  insinuates  what  he  ought 
not  to  have  insinuated,  without  proceeding  to  establish  it  by 
something,  at  least,  that  bore  the  resemblance  to  truth."  The 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  had  acted  exactly  in  the  same 
manner ;  and  therefore  the  committee  were  entitled  to  doubt  his 
motives.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  plain,  did  not 
bdieve  the  fact  in  question,  or  he  would  have  been  ready  enough 
to  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  surely  dealt  enough  in  re- 
strictions pruvidiug  against  unnecessary  apprehensions,  not  to  be 
suspected  of  being  ready  to  propose  farther  restrictions,  if  he 
could  urge  a  colourable  pretence  for  so  doitig.  If  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  really  did  entertain  a  suspicion — a  doubt 
— or  a  scruple  upon  the  fact,  it  ought  not  to  be  huddled  up  and 
left  unexplained. 

Mr.  WUbort  EUii  dtnnd  tht  rojal  aeltoht  rtad.  bg  mluek  U  ti  ttueM.  that 
Ike  iHarrioge  ej  a-K^  of  the  deieendatttt  qf  Oeorge  II.  ihaB  not  be  vaiid  wtUsat 
the  royal  iu»e»l.  Tkie,  he  obienxd,  woi  a  fnlt  aMwn-  lo  tUi  eavili ;  a*  ih»t 
tmM  not  be  Dolii  is  fad,  vAici  vai  not  good  i»  low.  The  tmtwlMeKt  km 
ntgaiived  vitkokt  a  divition,  TJie  sexf  elaate  in  the  biO  tea*,  that  whitH  r*. 
ttraitttd  the  regtHlfram  creating  peert.  Mr,  JoUiffe  wtoeed  m  omenMtHtfvr 
Umiting  the  iuralioH  of  IhU  reitrielion  to  the  Itt  itf  libnuifj,  1790.  TkU 
amendmeiit  tuol  alto  nrgalwtd  without  a  diftrioa.  Tie  nert  daatt  M  vhkk  mf 
dtbatt  took  place  wot  that  rttptcting  the  granting  t^place$  or  pentteni  m  rever- 
lion.  Lord  North  obtervtd,  that  it  mu  me  </  the  pn^feued  principlt»  ^  tkt 
nvolntion  that  the  prinee  ihonld  hoot  lit  pover  qf  appointing  hit  own  tertatUi. 
Horn  thtt,  he  atked,  if  tht  prince  had  not  the  poteer  tf  granting  pentiont  or  rt- 
v*r»ion*,tMtapofMeforiimlejmth«highe»l  titnation  «t  tht  Int  *r»rlmtnt 
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^MMeimef^tiMldk^pwthertmf  JVbt  a  pmmaia^,  Mr  tvM  «  idrrif (ir  (/ 
MerabU  huMMt,  maUd  aeeept  ^  tKt  tffiet  tff  lord  Ugk  eka»edlor,  oa  qgUt  tM- 
trtmrlf  jMtearww  U  id  lautn,  if  the  prinet  had  iraf  a  power  to  rtKOrd  him/er 
tu  foTtccf  in  eait  ^f  dUmUtat.  ff»  Ihtrrfwe  propaied  that  am  txetplion  ihimld 
it  inttritd  topreeidt  Jar  tatA  a  com.  Mr.  PHI  in  OMwer  taid,  if  vol  very  fit 
tt*  rcyra/  (AotiU  Aom  fif  eiotce  ^  o  bnl  eiouellin-,  ^  th«  cimnlry  thoald  ht  to 
lofferhauie a*  la  b>m  Iht  learttd lord uhonoKjiUtd  that  ifglet;  bi^ sHU  ho  tMt 
^  tyunmt  that  U  va*  mot  in  lilt  prtmalbai  Ikat  the  pover  nf  providiag  fir  him 
thmUd  be  gmn.  Whtn  the  occonow  thauld  oeeur  the  rtgmt  might  ^pplf  topar- 
liameat,  and  he  JUmfp(/;  for  com,  wonld  txry  readUg  agrte  to  the  penMum.  But  a 
rtjfeni  thould  not  be  put  on  a  belter  footing  than  the  ki»g  kiwuttf:  ntnatheUng 
eonld  m>t  grant  meh  a  peniionwithont  the  eontnt  <if  parliament :  itwoMfor  ihit 
naten  onlf  that  he  oppeaed  lh«  nobie  lord'*  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  with  great  wit  and  acuteDess  argued,  tliat  what 
bad  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  amounted  to 
a  dedaration  that  he  considered  the  present  lord  chancellor  as 
thinking  so  highly  of  the  successors  of  the  existing  ministers, 
that  he  was  willing  to  remain  in  office,  notwithstanding  his  pre- 
sent oo-partners  were  dismissed.  He  considered  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman^B  conduct,  as  a  design  to  smooth  the  way  to 
the  lord  chancellor's  retreat,  when  necessary ;  and  as  providing 
toT  adding  that  noble  lord's  strength,  as  long  as  he  did  remain 
in  <^ce,  to  that  fortress  which,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  before 
described  as  the  place  of  strength  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  secured  for  his  own  retreat  A  variety  of  possible 
cases  might  occur,  supposing  the  present  lord  chancellor  was  to 
continue  in  office ;  and  yet  an  occasion  might  offer,  to  induce 
him  to  quit  bis  situation.  Supposing  there  should  be  a  vacancy' 
ID  any  distinguished  office  of  Uie  law — the  office  of  the  master 
of  the  rolls,  for  instance — and  though  a  learned,  respectable,  and 
every  way  a  qualified  gentleman  should  be  proposed  by  the  mi- 
nister, the  lord  chancellor  should  resist  the  nominadon,  and 
should  declare  that  he  would  not  ratify  it,  by  putting  the  great 
seal  to  the  commission.  After  a  deal  of  resistance,  and  a  full 
exemplification  of  the  natural  ferocity  and  sturdiness  of  his  tem- 
per, and  the  possibility  of  its  being  signified,  that  he  must  either 
give  way,  or  quit  his  station,  he  might,  in  spite  of  his  brutal 
bluffnesa,  assent  to  the  appointment.  But,  suppose  he  should 
not,  or  imagine  that  by  illness,  as  at  present,  the  lord  chancellor 
was  prevented  attending  his  duty  in  the  bouse  of  lords,  a  vacancy 
might  possibly  be  occasioned ;  and  who  oould  the  regent's  ad> 
ministration  procure  for  a  successor,  under  the  disability  of  the 
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bill  befwe  the  oomniittee  ?  As  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  had  so  often  signified  his  departure  from  office,  and 
taken  leave  of  the  house  again  and  again,  tiiat  it  was  wonderfuT 
he  had  not  before  signified  the  preference  which  the  present  lord 
chancellor  gave  his  probable  successors,  in  comparison  with  the 
present  minister. 

to  ktw  HAiet  he  kad  ntrer  tpoktn,  ami  appbfiag  orgtmeKtM  vUci  A«  kad  mener 
uUered,  TJuhoaoardbUgtntleKoaeoiitenird,  that  ht  Itad  not  tignUM  kit  dtpir- 
tunfrcmngiee.  Sirelf  the  homnrable  gtntlemtu  had  a  paverm  mautry.  Sm 
$neetuor$  kad  bttn  Hatred  to  Am,  but  ha  had  never  get  heard  <ff  the  Ifori  ctrao>- 
tttme*  ichich  authorised  him  to  declare  that  he  wal  about  to  quit  hit  place,  Wlltm 
kt  did  hear  any  thing  like  it,  he  Aould  have  Much  to  tag  to  that  houte,  to  erprtm 
hit  adcnowleds'iieiiieforihe  lupporthe  hadrteeived,  to  tamfete  hit  MijaiiomM  tm 
them,  and  to  dtelart  hit  hoptt,thathe  douldnot  quit  htMntualvmaBomngjirai- 
eipkt  leu  Kortltg  of  Ihtir  regard  and  eiteem,  than  he  brought  loilh  him  into  ^fiet. 
Mr.  Sheridan  observed  that  the  right  honourable  gaitleman, 
he  did  not  doubt,  would  make  a  fine  speech  at  his  exit  from 
office ;  or,  acoordiug  to  the  vulgar  ezpressionj  an  excellrat  de- 
livery of  his  last  dying  words  and  ccHifeesion. 

The  commtttetproixeded  through  the  next  et(iue«,rttptctilig  the  DadqqfL^m- 
eatttr.  The  ekairmim  mat  Ihtu,  om  tht  w«fws  ^f  Mr,  Pitt,  directed  to  rtpnrt 
progrtit,  and  atk  leme  to  tit  again. 
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TV  I2thand  13th  elauaei  were  read  and  patted.  On  the  14th,  preoidimg  fir 
Ikepai/mtni  of  hit  Majutg't  houtehold,  ttnder  the  direction  of  Her  Migetly,  beimg 

Mr.  Suebidam  rose  and  objected  to  the  clause,  as  wb<41y  un- 
necessary ;  and  as  tending  to  create  a  double  government  of  the 
household,  in  the  queen,  and  in  the  treasury. 

Mr,  Pomft  mooed,  "  That  the  elaute  be  pottponed."  Tht  motion  being  per- 
nttedin,  the  committee  dimdtd ;  aget%7  ;  noet  l3i:miffority  45againitiltbenff 
pottponed,  3Xe  cJaute  imu  then  put  and  carried  toitkoul  a  dtnition.  n«  litk 
wot  put  and  carried ;  the  16th,  relativt  la  the  prim/ pmrtt  qf  hit  Majttly,  wot 
Kixt  brought  foneard,  and  oppottd  by  Mr.  Dempiler,  Sir  W.  Cungngkame,  Mr. 
Bnrke,  Sir  W.  Moletaorth.  and  Mr.  Sheridan;  and  npported  bj  W.  Pitt. 
Mr.  Dundat,  Sir  Jamet  Johntlone,  and  Sir  B.  Hauvult.  TTUt  elaute  waifaiaOg 
carritd.  TV  nth  vat  nact  read,  ttiting  in  her  Majtitj  the  care  tff  the  king't 
ptnon,  and  the  government  iff  the  kouiehold,  Mr.  Pom/t  ohfected  to  fiai  pmt 
Iff  the  tlaiue  whi<A  govt  her  m^etlj/  pOKcr  over  Iht  hout^eld  :  tmi  ki  coadummtd 
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U  a*  a  (limMim  qfpover  mlk  the  egeeuHve  mthorUy  which  tool  wtf%MtifUAIe  aad 
tModmutibk,  H«  eoncIwM  bf  Movny  on  amtndmunt  to  the  frt«r»i>U  of  Iha 
elaute,  kavingil  open  for  fiUurtrevition.  Thit  wot  agretd  to.  Sir  FeterBur- 
rttt  condemtud  Ihe  latter  part  if  the  clmue ;  tkepatroaage  ffoem  by  vhieh,  he  laid, 
nof  to  looMb/  eiprttird,  thai  it  teat  iMpotribk  to  atcerlaiu  the  amoual  of  it,  omI 
^which  heeoneeived  Ihe  A«w«  ought  to  be  ae^tmnttdpreviotuly  to  their  adapt- 
ing the  claim. 

iir.  Piil  aeied,  whether  it  loaepoeeiilefor  gentlemet  leritnalt/  to  nppoee  that 
Iheg  eould  sol  inoetl  Ihe  rtgeni  tntk  rojal  dijnity  b»t  bg  deprivimg  Ihe  ting  of 
eoerf  tort  of  dignitg  whatever  T  The  groitndt  of  obfeetion  to  Ihe  elatut  wert  now 
tinted  to  be  that  of  parliamentary  influence ;  a  gronnd  which  we  would  venture  to 
toy  it  mu  whally  tmutnal  to  take  broadly  and  openly  h  that  hovte ;  bteanie,  what- 
ever might  ioM  been  genllemen't  private  opinion*  reipecling  that  partiadar  kind 
qf  ii^utnee,  it  neeer  had  been  acmced  to  be  necueary  to  gocemment  liU  Ihe  lord* 
had  Ihomght  proper  leoBow  it  that  day.  When  it  wot  taid,  thai  it  wot  necemary 
to  keep  up  the  elate  and  iplendonr  q^  Ike  regent  by  decorating  Mm  with  thote  ««• 
ternal  narhi  of  Ihe  royal  dignify,  ought  not  the  hiag't  tUgnity  lo  be  kepi  up  by  tueh 
marlct  f  Ought  they,  n  the  earliett  momentt  qf  M*  Majtily't  iOnett,  lo  be  eager 
to  ttrip  him  of  niery  nuirjt  qf  dignity  in  order  lo  deck  out  the  regent  with  mnw. 
eettarypowertr  Mr.  Pitt  contended,  Ihal  they  ought  not ;  but  it  wa*  their  duly 
tomanifetl  that  they  had  not  forgotten  their  retpeel  andreoerenee  to  atovereign, 
who  hod,  throughout  hit  reign,  proved  himte^  the  father  qf  hit  people.  Oentlc' 
«u*  were  aware  that  il  wot  intended,  at  a  jit  opportuMity,  lo  provide  for  the  re- 
gent tueh  an  eilablithment  at  fiosid  be  adequate  lo  dittinguith  hm  with  a  degree 
qf  elate  and  dignity,  which  the  exUted  tituatiou  he  wat  to  fUl  rendered  neettiarj 
for  Ihe  honour  qf  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  having  remarked,  that  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  in  earnest  in  his  proposition,  they  might  effect  a 
division  in  the  household,  as  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  near 
him ;  added,  that  whilst  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
throwing  out  jealousies  and  insults  against  another  person,  he 
was  assuming  the  highest  degree  of  confidence  to  himself,  by  ex- 
pecting that  it  was  to  be  believed  explicitly,  that  he  would  make 
no  use  of  the  parliamentary  influence  he  was  providing  to  support 
him  oat  of  office.  The  right  honourable  gratleman  had  termed 
the  lord  steward,  the  master  of  the  horse,  and  the  lord  chamber- 
lain, on  a  former  occasion,  the  menial  servants  of  the  king,  like 
those  to  be  found  in  the  families  of  most  noblemen.  Was  there 
any  truth  in  this  comparison  ?  Had  the  menial  servants  of 
noblemen  any  public  duties  ?  and  would  it  be  contended^  that 
the  great  officers  of  the  household  had  not  very  high  and  im- 
portant public  duties?  These  were,  and  had  ever  been,  con- 
sidered as  the  great  officers  of  the  crown  ;  and  that  they  bad 
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been  so  deemed,  wu  erident  from  «s  act  passed  ia  the  rdga  of 
Henry  VIII.  to  which  he  rrferred.  Having  read  the  extract, 
Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  Mr.  Grosvenor'a  declaration,  th^ 
the  house  had  not,  thank  heaven,  a  king  to  make  I  He  said, 
were  he  not  aware  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  friend  to 
the  monarchy,  he  should  have  thought  it  the  language  of  a  re- 
publican, who  wished  to  shake  the  monarchy,  and  introduce 
another  totm  of  government.  Under  the  idea  of  affection  to  the 
king,  they  were  endeavouring  to  subvert  the  royal  pren^tive. 
Let  those  gentlemen  separate  the  personal  idra  of  a  king  from  t 
monarchy,  and  they  would  see  what  a  blow  had  been  aimed  at 
the  monarchy.  Was  it  nothing  to  have  been  without  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  king  for  almost  four  months,  diu-ing  which  time 
the  arm  of  government  had  remained  inanimate.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  having  represented  his  Majesty  as  destitute 
of  dignity,  unless  he  had  the  white  staves  with  him,  was  libelling 
his  Majesty's  feelings  as  a  father  and  a  king,  and  argued  that  be 
was  destitute  of  the  digni&ed  sentiments  which  ought  to  insfHre 
the  one  character,  and  the  tender  affection  which  should  fill  the 
breast  of  the  other.  If  his  Majesty  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  bis 
people — and  it  was  very  true  that  he  did — it  was  the  less  neces- 
sary that  his  calamity  should  be  contrasted  with  the  appearance 
of  grandeur,  an  ostentatious  parade  be  made  of  disease  and  the 
melancholy  utuation  of  his  Majesty  rendered  indeed  more  pub- 
lic and  more  distressing.  Mr.  Sheridan  reprobated  the  ides  id 
gorgeously  decorating  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  loading  it  with 
regal  trappings,  the  more  mortifyingly  to  expose  the  wretched 
state  of  a  sick  king.  He  condemned  the  idea  of  the  queen's 
having  the  power  to  change  the  officers  of  the  housdiold  in  her 
own  name  ;  observing,  that  they  had  all  been  appointed  in  his 
Majesty's  name.  If  it  was  so  necessary  to  keep  the  bousehtdd 
remaining,  the  places  ought  to  be  put  in  a  state  of  Buspenaon 
and  abeyance  during  the  continuance  of  bis  Majesty's  unhappy 
malady,  and  the  words  "  salary,  profits,  and  emoluments,"  left 
out  of  the  clause.  He  spoke  of  the  indecency  of  the  officers  ti 
the  household  coming  down  to  the  house  and  voting  their  own  sa- 
laries, when  they  were  conscious  it  was  not  likely  for  them  to  be 
called  upon  to  do  any  duty.  He  noticed  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  make  new  establishments  for  the  regent.  He  asked  bow 
the  right  honourable  gentieman  could  dare  to  surest  such  an 
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idea  after  having  heard  the  declaratioD  from  authority,  that  the 
Prioce  of  Wales  desired  to  have  do  such  establishment  created 
as  should  cause  fresh  burdens  to  be  laid  on  the  people  ?  Did 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean  not  to  leave  the  prince  the 
free  will  to  refuse  the  establishment  it  offered  P  Had  he  forgot- 
ten what  be  had  heard  uptxi  the  subject  irom  his  right  honour- 
able friend  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  must,  he  said, 
have  a  pretty  considerable  share  of  presumption  in  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  king,  on  his  recovery,  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  a  new  tax  had  been  imposed  on  his  people.  He  believed 
his  Majesty  would  consider  it  as  the  most  fatal  consequence  of 
his  illness,  if  it  had  caused  his  subjects  to  sustain  an  addition  to 
the  burdens  under  which  they  alraidy  laboured. - 

Mr,  Put  d^tnded  kim*t1ffrtm  haviyig,  U  hit  optning,  caBtd  the  lord  cham- 
htrltm,  fie  bird  ileward,  and  the  moMter  qf  lift  hort,  ntmal  tervanti  vf  the 
cnnm,  tutd  laid,  it  mu  the  very  term  beitoicfd  on  tkott  ifffietrt  hy  tht  righi  homntr- 
able  grntlemai  w  Ait  mm  bill  far  ike  rtform  nf  the  ami  litl.  [TUt  appearing 
lt>  be  doi^ted  h/  Mr.  Sheridan  and  t<me  of  the  genllmtn  m  the  other  tide  nf  the 
hotut,  Mr.  Pitt  beggrd  leave  to  r^tr  (A«m  tn  the  bill  ts  qttation.]  Ht  detirtd 
Mr.  Sheridan  to  give  him  hit  attention  while  he  onoMrtd  one  part  of  Au  tpeedk, 
H»  then  look  noliet  of  Mr,  Sheridan'e  atetrtion,  that  the  beet  teay  to  ntpporf 
royalty  voi  to  ttparatt  the  penon  of  the  king  from  every  royal  dignity,  Ht  de- 
nied that  hie  Majeily  mei  at  preeent  in  a  hmniliating  amdition ;  inttead  of  hit 
elate  being  low,  aijeet,  and  degrading,  a*  the  right  hononrabh  gentleman  had  d*- 
ecribed  it,  if  mit  very  much  the  contrary.  Hit  preient  visilalion  qf  tickneie  had 
excited  in  hi*  nbjectt  lomething  more  than  the  loyally  they  aheayi  pad  him ;  it 
had  routed  in  the  heart*  of  hit  Majetti^t  people  a  great  fervour  ^qffretien,  which 
wa^Unded  with  a  degree  of  gri^  and  compatiioit  that  partook  of  veneration 
wtiretpeet. 

Mr.  Shendan  complained  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had,  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  perverted  his  argument. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  he  observed,  said  formerly 
that  he  would,  at  a  future  time,  answer  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men, and  that  they  should  have  abundant  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing and  debating  every  part  of  the  subject;  but  since  the 
bill  had  come  on,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  not  only  never 
mentioned  any  of  those  arguments  which  he  had  fbrm^'ly  reserved, 
as  it  were,  to  answer  at  a  future  time ;  but  when  new  matter  was 
advanced  in  debate,  bad  dryly  declared  that  nothing  had  been 
said  but  what  they  had  before  heard,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  house  with  a  reply.  This  was  as  pleasant 
a  way  of  avoiding  to  combat  arguments  whiclrcould  not  bb  an- 
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swered  as  ever  bsppened.  The  right  honourable  geDtletnan  bad 
perverted  his  argument  strangely,  hy  saying  that  he  had  stated, 
that  separating  ^  the  royal  dignities  from  the  person  of  the  king, 
was  the  best  way  of  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  crown.  Mr. 
Sheridan  denied  that  he  had  argued  in  that  manner.  Hia  argu- 
ment was,  that  all  which  had  been  given  in  support  of  the  state 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  person  ex- 
ercising the  royal  authority,  and  not  to  the  king,  confined  to  a 
bed  of  sickness,  and  incapable  of  exercising  the  functions  of  the 
kingly  office : — so  to  annex  that  part  of  the  household,  from 
which  his  majesty  could,  in  his  present  condition,  derive  neither 
use,  nor  honour,  nor  dignity,  was  a  greats  mockery  than  it  waa 
a  complimeot.  Bf  r.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  the  allusicm  to  the 
speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend  made  by  the  chancdior  of 
the  exchequer,  and  said,  that  allusion  had  been  incorrectly  stated, 
as  allusions  to  speeches  delivered  at  a  certain  preceding  period, 
and  in  the  absence  of  those  who  delivered  them,  generally  wax. 
He  took  notice  of  Mr.  Dundas's  declaration  of  Saturday,  that  he 
lamented  his  right  honourable  friend's  absence,  and  informed  the 
committee  that  his  right  honourable  friend's  health  was  greatly 
better,  and  that  be  had  made  an  effort  to  be  present  at  that 
debate,  having  been  struck  with  astonishment  at  that  most  ex- 
traordinary clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  his  Majesty's 
resuming  his  royal  authority.  With  regard  to  the  sum  of 
^300,000  which  his  other  right  honourable  friend  had  said  was 
the  amount  of  the  patronage  of  the  household,  the  right  h<R]&ur- 
able  gentieman  over  the  way  had  denied  that  it  amounted  to  so 
much ;  but  the  committee  would  recollect  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  told  them  first  that  it  amounted  only  to 
^100,000  a- year,  and  in  his  last  speech  he  had  acknowledged 
that  it  amounted  to  more  than  .f  200,000  a-year.  The  right  boo- 
ourable  gentleman  had  averred,  that  more  than  one  half  of  that 
sum  conusted  of  the  approved  bills  of  tradesmen,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  parliamentary  influence.  He  denied  the  fact 
to  be  so ;  be  could  easily  see  bow  great  a  degree  of  parliamentary 
infiuence  arose  out  of  those  bills.  Was  there  never  such  a  thing 
as  a  Westminster  election  P  Would  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, with  that  orange  cape  to  his  coat,  take  upon  him  to  declare, 
that  no  parliamentary  infiuence  could  be  exercised  through  the 
medium  of  the  tradesmen  of  the  household,  at  such  an  elecdoa  ? 
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Mr.  Sheridan  contended  that  both  at  an  electioo,  and  ia  various 
ways,  influence  would  result  from  the  trsdesmen's  bills,  as  wdl 
as  from  the  officers  of  admitted  importance  in  the  household. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  the  case  was  dear ;  for,  to  whom  were 
those  persons  to  look  for  the  maintenance  of  their  situations,  but 
to  those  who  conferred  those  situations  on  them  P  Mr.  ^eridan 
added  that  he  should  move  an  amendment  to  fulfil  the  idea  of  the 
noble  lord  near  him,  of  separating  those  officers  of  the  household, 
who  were  merely  officers  of  state.  Mr.  Sheridan,  with  this  view, 
moved  to  annex  some  words  to  the  clause,  purporting  to  empower 
her  Majesty  to  have  the  direction  and  control  over  such  officers 
of  the  household  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  attend  about 
her  Majesty's  royal  person. 

Tike  amendmrn/  tnu  m  tMnter  read  bg  ike  ebairwaa  Ihaa  Mr.  Pitt  ebjteltd  to 
it,  bteatue  it  mu  ineoiuuleiii  with  the  primcipUt  im  vihich  the/  arwud,  and  trilh 
Iki  mode  qf  yrocerding.  It  (MM,  he  believed,  Ihefint  time  that  a»  ameitdmnl, 
eoitehed  in  mtch  genrral  termi,  via*  moved  ut  s  commiliee  on  a  bill.  If  Ike  tmni 
•ment  wai  agreed  to,  it  mmld  be  neceuaty  to  move  as  additioMd  dme,  (o  explmn 
to  Kikai  the  gtnertd  wordi  qflhe  amendment  r^trred. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered  that  another  clause  would  be  indis- 
pensably necessary,  which  be  meant  to  move  at  the  proper  time ; 
and  nothing  would  prove  more  easy  than  to  refer  to  the  civil  list, 
and  from  th^  specify  such  officers  of  the  household  as  would  be 
proper  to  be  put  under  the  control  of  the  queen,  because  tfaey 
would  be  necessary  attendants  on  -the  king's  person.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan observed,  that  the  preamble  of  the  clause  naturally  led  to 
such  an  amendment  as  he  had  proposed ;  and,  as  an  argument  in 
proof  of  its  propriety,  remarked,  that  by  the  bill,  the  queen  bav- 
ing  the  power  of  appointing  and  discharging  the  officers  of  the 
household,  they  would  be  her  officers  and  not  the  king's ;  and  as 
she  was  not  obliged  to  fill  up  vacancies,  though  she  had  the 
power  of  doing  so,  great  inconveniences  might  arise,  in  case  of 
her  Dot  filling  up  vacancies.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  office  of 
lord  high  steward  should  be  vacimt,  and  the  queen  was  not  to  fill 
it  up,  who  would  there  be  to  swear  in  a  new  parliament,  grant- 
ing such  an  event  to  take  place? 

At  length  the  committee  divided  on  Mr.  Sheridm't  ttMendmenie;  oyee  118; 
moet  1 73.  7^  qaeetion  wu  then  pnf  on  the  original  clatut  and  earried.  T%o 
ehairman  no*  next  admitted  io  report  progrtn  and  aik  leave  to  lit  egaiit. 
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EEGKNCY  KEBTKICTIONfl. 
7V  clautt  ttlatiee  to  the  funa'a  ctmmeU  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  propmtd,  ttafil 
»ioM  eontutqf  the  four  priitcipalifficertiif  tAelunuehcld,  the  lord  eiamierUt. 
the  lord  iletcard,  the  matter  iff  the  horn,  owl  the  gro«m  qf  the  itole.Jbr  tie  tim( 
finny,  (Md  M  addition  to  thete  ifffottr  other  jwrnmi ;  »  ndedimg  nf  tohom  he  «M 
natvraOf  led  to  Moie  choice  of  lho»e  vhont  hit  Majntj  himtelf  had  placed  al  lit 
htad  of  the  ekitreh  omA  the  laie.  And,  thtr^ort,  he  ihotJd  propooe  lie  mama  ^ 
JohM,lordarchbi*lu>pofCanltrhiTy;Edmird,UtrdTknrhK!;  William, lordmrA- 
iithop  <if  York  I  and  Uoyd,  lord  Kemym,  T%i»  eonititntion  of  lie  conuS  mw  in- 
jected to  m  theit  ground* : — Firtt,  on  aetount  of  th4  omittion  ^f  lie  priaee»  tg 
the  royal  blood;  eecondlj,  on  account  nflhe  nomination  being  m  *oai«  iutaea 
perianal,  and  in  other*  official ;  and  la*lb/,  beeante  of  the  omiitton  qf  eliv 
eminent  pertonagte,  vhote  titnationi  made  IhemJU  ob/ett*^  mtet  a  ckitiee. 

Mr.  SuEBiDAN  considered  the  proposition  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentlemiin  (Mr.  Pitt)  as  unnatural  and  unprecedented. 
It  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  marquia  (Oraham)  that  the 
princes  of  the  blood  could  give  their  advice  to  her  Majesty  with- 
out being  appointed  of  the  council ;  but  their  advice,  however 
good,  might  be  useleoB,  because  they  were  not  of  the  council, 
without  the  majority  of  which  her  Majesty  could  not  act  upon 
the  most  important  occasion ; — the  restoration  of  his  majesty  to 
his  government.  It  could  be  no  degradation  to  the  princes  ti 
the  blood  to  be  put  into  a  responsible  situation,  when  the  first 
prince  of  the  blood,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  appointed  to  a  place 
of  great  trust  and  responsibility.  He  considered  her  Majesty^ 
sons  and  the  king's  brothers  to  be  ber  most  proper  and  natural 
advisers;  and  he  deprecated  the  measures  proposed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  as  tending  to  cause  parliament  to  infuse 
into  her  Majesty  the  suspicion  that  her  sons  were  not  the  proper 
persons  to  counsel  her,  which  was  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  <^ 
nature.  He  concluded  by  lioping  that  the  noble  lord's  propou- 
tioD  would  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  house  would  not  go  aiaag 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  objecting  to  the  iaserdao 
of  the  names  of  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

A  divition  took  place  on  a  motion  made  bg  Lord  North,  that  tie  Dahe  Iff  Tart 
*botild  be  one  qf  the  conacU,  when  tie  quettion  tea*  negatieed;  age*  130;  mm 
177.  Tie  name*  of  their  royal  highnfitt*  Prince  WWiam  Hemrj,  Ptmm  Ed- 
vard,  Duke  nf  Gtouicmter,  and  Dnke  of  Cumberland,  were  tiem  teoerm 
a»d  negatieed.  Mr.  Dempttcr  propoied  the  ipeaker  of  the  Aokk  of  en 
the  lant  auqror  q/'  XowIdm,  both  vJUek  gu/n^on*  tuere  negoHvttL 
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7Xe  SOM  elonn,  prrmiditig/or  the  rtttunpiitm  qf  tlit  gavemmtut  qf  hit  MajnU/ 
btbig  rrad,  Mr.  SktndtM  Krgti  tht  neefmfif  qfH^ng  fh»  king't  eopacity  (o  r^ 
4MW  Me  goeanmtttt  WMrtstiMd  kg  tk»  (wo  hmitn  i^  parliaauitt,  ralhtr  than  bj/ 
thM  jiMM  or  (ieprny  eowidl. 

Mr.  Shekidan  remarked,  that  in  answer  to  the  obserrattons 
of  the  h(»iourable  gentleman  (Colonel  Phippe)  who  epoke  Ust, 
it  wai  Buflicient  to  Bay  that  no  person  disputed  the  indubitable 
right  of  the  king  to  resume  his  government,  when  recorered. 
The  real  question  was,  the  fact  of  his  Majesty's  being  restored 
and  capable  of  resuming  the  government,  and  the  manner  in  which 
that  should  be  ascertained,  and  the  resumption  of  his  powo^ 
made.  After  passing  that  bill,  the  main  question  would  Bt«id, 
that  his  Majesty  had  no  right,  thou^  his  Majesty  would  have  an 
unquestionable  right,  on  his  recovery.  But,  what  were  the  pro. 
per  means  to  ascertain  that  recovery  P  By  the  mode  proposed 
for  his  Majesty's  resumption  of  his  government,  it  was  to  be  under 
certain  terms  and  conditions.  Who  then  were  to  be  the  judges 
of  those  conditions  P  who  so  proper  as  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment P  No  person  doubted  the  propriety  of  their  going  into  an 
examination  to  prove  tfae  incapacity;  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so, 
and  it  was  equally  their  duty  to  take  care  to  provide  against  any 
act  of  his  Majesty,  until  his  capability  was  known.  By  the  pre< 
sent  clause  they  were  about  to  delegate  the  trust  which  belonged 
to  themselves  and  to  others,  and  thereby  depart  from  the  duty 
which  they  owed  their  country,  and  degrade  themselves  by  ac- 
knowledging that  those  eight  counsellors  of  her  Majesty  were  mora 
trust-worthy  than  parliatnent.  After  reprobating  the  powers  of 
the  clause  given  for  the  resumption  of  the  government  as  danger- 
ous, Mr.  Sheridan  summed  up  his  arguments,  by  declaring  that 
the  house  was  upon  the  verge  of  delegating  their  authority  into 
the  most  suspicious  hands ;— -into  hands  by  no  means  proved  to 
be  fitter  for  the  trust  than  the  parliament  They  were  about  to 
fall  into  the  error  which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  guard 
against,  and  to  suffer  the  regent  to  have  the  power  over  the  per- 
son of  the  king,  in  many  cases,  but,  in  particular,  on  tfae  death 
of  the  queen ;  they  were  putting  themselves  into  such  a  aituation, 
that  the  first  notice  ibey  mi^t  have  of  his  Majesty's  recovery, 
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might  be  by  a  diaetdutioa  of  the  parliament ;  the  teccpocl  step  his 
Majesty  might  take,  might  be,  under  his  sigD  maoual,  to  appoint 
a  new  regency,  by  lords  justices,  or  otherwise ;  and  thus,  when 
parliameat  should  again  assemble,  they  might  meet.  Dot  his  Ma- 
jesty, who  might  be  nelapsed,  but  his  commission,  without  ever 
having  any  proof  laid  before  them  of  the  re-establishment  of  his 
health. 

Mr.  Da»3at  and  ol&tr  mn^tn  ham*g  qMifcm, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again.  He  complimented  Mr.  Dundas,  de- 
claring, that  with  regard  to  the  beginning  of  his  speech,  he  never 
had  heard  any  thing  more  able,  more  earnest,  or  more  doqueot; 
but  that,  towards  the  end  of  it,  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  got  himself  entangled  in  an  argurocot  which  destroyed 
the  principle  of  all  his  former  reasoning.  The  ri^t  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  had  first  doubted  whether  he  had  any 
right  to  impose  restrictions  on  his  Majesty's  re-assumption  of  bis 
royal  authority ;  and  he  had  afterwards  said  that  the  bill  had 
provided  all  the  necessary  checks  and  restrictions,  thus  contra' 
dieting  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  assertions.  The  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  asked  whether  his  ftfajesty 
ought  to  be  a  supplicant  to  parliament  for  the  exercise  of  those 
prerogatives  which  of  right  belonged  to  him  ?  He  would  answo- 
that  it  would  be  better  for  his  Majesty  to  supplicate  that  house 
for  his  crown,  than  either  his  council  of  eight,  or  his  nine  privy 
councillors,  Mr.  Sheridan  chargedMr.Dundaswithflyingtotbe 
common-place  topics  of  pitying  the  king,  and  saying  all  be  fidt 
for  him  and  bis  situation.  They  all,  no  doubt,  felt  as  they  ought 
to  do  for  his  Majesty  ;  but  they  ought  likewise  to  feel  for  their 
country,  which  was  td  equal  ctmsideration.  The  ri^t  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman,  disdaining  to  read  the  bill  upon  which 
he  had  been  speaking,  had  made  several  gross  blunders ;  and 
plainly  proved  that  he  was  not  master  of  tbe  various  clauses 
which  the  bill  contained ;  perhaps  he  had  not  read  them.  He 
had  talked  of  what  might  happen  in  case  of  the  queen's  death. 
whereas  the  bill  contained  an  express  provision  for  that  circuiB- 
stance.  He  had  all  along  understood,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that 
they  were  not  to  argue  on  grounds  of  personal  con6dence;  and 
the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  in  particular  bad  a 
few  days  since  declared  that  arguments  of  this  kind  w«e  un- 
manly and  imprc^Kr;  and  yet,  in  his  speech  of  that  day,  he  had 
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resorted  to  that  sort  of  argument ;  he  had  colled  upon  the  house 
to  knoir  whether  Lord  Thudow,  Lord  Kenyon,  and  the  rest  of 
her  Majesty's  council,  were  not  the  fit  persons  to  advise  her  Ma- 
jesty P  Will  you  not,  said  he,  believe  that  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  is  a  person  fit  to  be  trusted,  add  that  he  will  connive 
at  DO  fraud  whidi  leads  to  the  circumstance  of  bringing  forward 
his  Majesty  for  the  re-assumption  of  his  royal  authority  i*  Un- 
doubtedly, Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  it  was  not  likely  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  Tburlow,  and 
the  rest  of  her  Majesty's  council,  were  persons  very  likely  to  be- 
tray  their  trust ;  buti  they  all  knew  that  perstmal  confidence  was 
not  a  fit  ground  for  parliamentary  argumait  The  right  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  bad,  the  preceding  day,  declared 
that  the  council  of  the  queen  was  only  a  couodl  of  advice ;  and 
yet,  that  day  they  had  heard  him  contend  that  it  was  a  check, 
and  a  council  of  ccmtrol.  Hr.  Sheridan  denred  the  committee 
to  recollect  on  what  grounds  the  Irish  parliament  proceeded,  and 
that  they  took  up  the  circumstance  of  the  king's  incapacity,  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  English  parliament,  and  proceeded  upon  a 
principle  of  respect  to  them.  He  urged  the  necessity,  therefore, 
of  their  settling  the  mode  of  his  Majesty's  re-assumption  of  his 
royal  authority,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Irish  parliament  should 
be  willing  to  adopt. 

JIfr.  Pmri*  MOMiJ  wwrol  amnimvtti. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed  that,  as  the  bill  stood,  his  Majesty's  re* 
covery  would  not  come  before  parliament  at  all,  even  if  it  were 
sitting.  He  reminded  the  house  of  what  he  had  spoken  before, 
when  he  adverted  to  the  posrible  case  of  his  Majesty's  recovery, 
and  the  very  first  act  of  his  executive  government  being  a  disso- 
lution of  the  parliament.  He  put  the  case  alpo  of  the  king's 
being  recovered  to  a  degree,  and  substituting  a  new  form  of  go- 
vernment without  parliament.  He  stated,  likewise,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty might  recover,  and  might  not  choose  to  appear  in  public, 
but  might  oocninate  other  persons  as  cuaiodea  regni,  to  carry  on 
the  government  for  him.  Mr,  Shendao  moved  an  amendment, 
which  he  explained  to  be  introductory  to  still  farther  amend- 
ments meant  to  be  afterwards  proposed,  with  a  view  of  procuring 
the  object  aimed  at  by  those  who  thought  as  he  did,  that  par- 
liament ought  to  be  the  medium  of  restoring  the  government  to 
the  king  cm  his  recovery. 
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Mr.  Sheridui*s  Am«idment  tended  to  oblige  the  privj  eoundl 
to  take  care  that  the  instrument  stating  his  Majesty  to  be  re. 
covered,  which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  IxmdoD) 
and  inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  be  previously  brfore  parlia- 
ment. 

3^  eommititt  iieidtdon  tfi*  amendmnU :  ojrei  113;  «wv  IB  I.  71(y  Ikm 
wm/  tluwgh  tt»  whole  bill — tha  nport  teat  Ann^U  up  aad  agmi  fa,  mrf  tit 
iiU  ordered /or  the  third  n 


Fbbbdabv  is. 
kegehct  kestkictioh  bill. 

t/pm  the  third  reading  <i  cImim  WMpropomd  t»  b«  added  hg  Mr,  PMtmf, 
Ihmifmg  A*  rflrielieii  relative  to  the  trtatum  nfpttn  to  three  jfean. 

Mb.  Shesidan  remarked,  that  his  sentiments  coincided  with 
those  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pulteney)  io  regard  to  iha 
probability  of  the  lords  refusing  to  open  the  door  to  ^eir  honae 
if,  by  passing  the  bill  without  any  limitation  of  the  duration  of 
the  restriction  with  respect  to  the  r^eotV  power  to  make  peo^ 
they  suffered  the  power  to  pass  out  of  their  hands,  and  the  door 
of  the  house  of  lords  to  be  once  ah^t.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  he 
was  surprised  at  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
bad  said  of  the  idea  of  the  improbability  of  the  lords  ever  willing 
to  continue  the  power  when  they  once  got  it  into  their  possesfdoa. 
The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  have  foi^otteo  tb^ 
had  gone  throughout  the  whde  of  their  proceedings,  not  oa  pro- 
bable dangle,  but  on  posrible  dangers ;  and  every  dang^  whid 
was  morally  possible  to  happen  bad  been  most  studiously  aad 
cautiously  guarded  against.  That  such  an  idea  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated  was  implied  by  parHameiit, 
was  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  thought,  to  be  tolerated ;  the  rigfat  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  and  the  gentleman  behind  him,  aeoned  to 
have  adopted  a  principle  which  might  be  extended  for  seveo 
years,  as  'well  as  three ;  and,  therefore,  not  choosiDg  to  lend  bis 
»ancti<Hi  to  the  principle  that  the  executive  power  ought  to  con- 
tinue maimed  and  crippled  by  uselesa  and  harsh  restrictioaB,  fiir 
three  years,  he  should  move  to  leave  out  the  words  "  three  years,* 
and  that  the  words  "one  year"  be  inserted  ia  the  blank. 

Mr.  ChaneeOor  PUt  VMoered,  that  the  A4>MaraUe  geethmM  mU  tpeke  fart, 

I f  fn  twrirfim  Hfin  wfiimjiiirtfii  flii^  tht  tiiwii flrijniSfliiwwiiMii  Hw.  Ii 

cawa  A«  tod  «qn-M*Ir  «fa(«4,  (A(>(  01  (ky  CDNid  <io<  jb  a«  ppsMN  iMrfnl  1^  <ir 
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dtaratiiM  nf  Am  Utjatift  tMu**,  A«  vwitU  agrt  (e  ihnt  y*»*  «  •  period  tht 
mott  nlreme  a»d  dUini  that  eovid  be  iaiat ;  bnl  that  \f  hit  Miyatji  tkmdd  m( 
rtweer  tooner.the  reitrietioiuoitghtto  cea»e  ailhi*  the  period  propoted;  ami  the 
iomomrahU  and  reipeclable  nemin-  who  had  introduced  it,  had  exprew^  etated  s 
tinilar  tenUmtnt.  Sow  them  eould  il  be  coniidered  that,  adopting  the  word* 
"  three  yean  "  tofiU  up  the  blatJc  vnder  the  eimttrtietioit  vhieh  had  been  laid 
4o»n.  MU  naiking  pariiameni  declare  that  it*  optiuoa  inu,  that  the  mtrieHonM 
onghtfo  la^ /or  three  j/earef  WUh  regard  to  the  amendment  propottd,  woitld 
not  the  hmumrablegeniltnuot.bfmhai  he  WU  doing,  drfeat  hi$  own  purpoief  The 
iononr<Uile  gentlewuBthod  obierved  t^t  he  mooed  an  earlier  dag  that  il  might  not 
appear  to  be  the  opinion  nf  parliament  that  parUamenl  thonght  the  rttfrietiont 
OMght  to  eontinMe  tkrtt  jrem-f.  Ht  «AouM  eonettve  that  thehononrahle  gentleman 
efonid  terve  hit  pnrpote  better  hg  mlhdramng  hit  anendment,  and  htH»g  the 
original  motion  be  pnt. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  if  the  motion  for  filling  the  blank  with 
the  words  "  three  yeais"  was  carried,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlenian  had  declared,  it  would  appear  that  it  was  not  the  opinion 
of  the  bouse  that  the  restriction  should  continue  for  three  years. 
This  was,  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  most  extraordinary  opinioo  he 
had  ever  heard,  and  therefore  he  should  certainly  persist  in  his 
amendment. 

7^  qntation  hw  pnt,  and  the  clanie  fiUed  up  with  the  word*  "  three  gear*," 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  tiand  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  ask  a  question  of  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  whom  he  saw  opposite  to  him,  the  answer 
given  to  which  would  show  whether  his  amendment  was  neces- 
sary or  not.  His  Majesty  had  power  to  grant  a  commission  for 
opening  parliament ;  and  he  desired  to  know  whether  the  king 
had  not  power  to  invest  those  commissioners  with  full  regal  autho- 
rities. He  found  from  the  precedents  with  which  they  had  been 
furnished,  that  in  the  case  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  when  the  Duke 
of  York  was  ^pointed  to  exercise  the  royal  authority  in  parlia- 
ment, it  might  be  done.  What  he  wished  to  know  then,  was, 
could  the  king  do  the  same  thing  by  a  general  commtssitm;  or 
whether,  as  in  the  case  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  the  year  llfii,  he 
must  issue  a  second  oommissiou  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  any 
bill  or  bills? 

7%e  matlar  ^  the  raUi  anmeered,  that  \f  the  hanounMe  gentleman  meant  to 
iaqnirt  tebelher  the  king  eonld  dtltgatt  the  whole  nf  hit  amthorilg  bg  one  eommit- 
itoH,  he  thonghl  he  tonld  not  do  to  ;—he  eoiUd  w>t,fl^  intlanee,  make  hit  ailor- 
meg-gtntral  kiitg.  Towtakeam/  man  king  bg  attomty,  wot  a  power  that  theking 
ilf  England  did  niHpoitm.  WUh  regard  to  He  miwummm  itened  in'Henrglhe 
Sittth'i  reign,  in  the  eatet  of  Ike  Dnke  of  €  ~ 
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Ihe  Dakt  tf  Tori  in  a  nbteqiuitl  period;  i»  hoik  iioM  MtM  Iha  eamminiimt 
ittnod  wider  tkt  gnat  ttol,  and  wcra  ctmfrwwt  Ay  parUamaU. 

Mr.  SheridsD  thanked  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
for  answering  him  in  part,  but  he  had  reasoned  rather  than  an- 
swered him  entirely.  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  put  his  case 
again,  and  maintained  that  the  oommiBsion  appointing  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester  to  hold  the  parliamaitj  and  give  the  royal  assent  to 
bills  was  a  case  in  point.  The  king  was  then  a  minor,  incapable 
of  acting  for  himself,  as  our  king  was  at  present  incapable,  though 
from  another  cause.  Was  there  not  in  the  king  a  power  not  only 
to  issue  a  commission  investing  commissioners  with  authority  to 
open  parliament,  but  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  a  bill,  and  to  act 
in  every  instance  with  the  royal  authority? 

7^  attoraey-jfneral  taii  he  imntU  aatwer  Ika  AownroUi  gntltman  n  Ikret 
leordt: — Iht  king  eamnat. 

Mr.  Skn-tdrnqflirvardtiBtiit  again  into  the  qtuMoHtthiek  he  Itadb^ortfmt 
to  the  lawgeri,  grotinding  hit  teeond  appUeatian  upon  a  eloue  leluek  kt  Moved; 
ihe  olfftet  of  lohieh  vat,  to  rtitrain  kit  Uqfnlg  from  granting  ang  general  odm- 
Mittion,  invnting  Hit  eomMimonert  with  potPtr*  to  opM  the  parUameut,  givt  Ihe 
ro/al  aunt  to  billi,  ^e.  ^e.  ^. 

TV  qite*tion  teat  put  on  Mr.  Shtridan't  elatite  ond  negatived. 


Mabcb  IQ. 

OHDNASCE    ESTIMATES. 

The  report  of  Iht  rttolulioni  voted  bg  the  oommiUee  ef  mppb/  tm  tht  ordnance 
ftimatei  Aovutp  hem  brought  up  hg  Mr,  GiBttrt  and  the  retohilimu  read  a  fait 
tiaie,  on  the  queifion  being  put  "  That  thete  reiolutiont  be  read  a  leeond  lime," 
Otutral  Burgojne,  Mr.  Courlenag,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  itppoted  them.  7]ke  otjtcl 
Iff  the  retohOion  teat  to  grant  a  warn  Iff  £216,000  for  the  ezlraor£nariea  pfOe 
ordnance.  TV*  demand  mat  made  by  minittere  w  foniequtnee  nf  a  plan  formed 
by  the  matter-general,  forfort^giag  to  a  eertatn  eatent  the  Weet  India  MoMtb 
In  the  eourte  qftke  debate  Mr,  Courtenag  toot  a^led  to  order  by  the  ipeaitr. 

Mr.  SHEHinAH  rose  to  defend  his  honourable  friend  Hr. 
Courtensy,  who  had,  he  thought,  been  rather  improperly  called 
to  order. 

Tie  tpeateranimered,  that  it  taetanettentialpartqf  hit  doty  to  preterve  order. 
It  vat  at  aOtimee  JwojnraUe  to  him  to  iulermpt  gentlmtem ;  hrfwAcM  they  in 
a  eeeond  epeechuieni  into  new  reaioning  and  argume^,in»tead  <ffeoi^lning  liam- 
telvee  to  eaplanation,  he  fell  it  lobe  hit  duty  to  intempl  them;  and,  homeser  A« 
might  on  any  oceation  mitiaie  the  point  iff  duty,  in  reepeello  order,  yet,mhenltt» 
intenHont  mertof  the  nature  tMiAhe  iaddeeeriifd,ia coneeimditto  btnmhmnd^ 
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Mr.  Shmdaii  admitted  that  his  honourable  friend's  words, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  from  the  chair,  were  not  afterwards 
followed  with  that  explanation  which  he  had  expected  he  was 
about  to  give ;  but  the  house  well  knew,  when  gentlemen  were 
interrupted,  it  frequently  happened  they  pursued  a  different  train 
of  ideas  from  those  the;  had  set  out  with.  With  regard  to  the 
question  itself,  he  did  not  mean  to  speak  to  the  military  part  of 
it,  nor  did  he  conceire  this  was  the  question  before  the  bouse. 
But,  if  they  were  to  rely  on  military  authority,  his  honourable 
friend  (Colonel  Phipps)  must  excuse  him  if,  on  account  of  bis 
greater  experience,  be  gave  the  prefer«ice  to  the  authority  of  his 
honourable  friend  near  bim  (General  Bui^yne).  The  real  ques- 
tion, however,  for  their  consideration,  appeared  to  him  to  be, 
vhether  bis  Majesty's  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  asking  that 
sum  from  parliament,  had  given  the  proper  documents  to  satisfy 
the  bouse  that  the  sum  ought  to  be  voted  P  Mr.  Sheridan  said, 
be  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not ;  becausei 
last  year  he  had  himself  submitted  the  very  same  motion  as  that 
which  was  now  made  by  his  honourable  friend.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  then  declared  that  no  estimate  had  been  re- 
ceived by  government  from  the  West  Indies,  but  that  govern- 
ment expected  one ;  and  when  it  came,  it  should  be  laid  oa  the 
table.  Upon  that  suj^;estion,  or  rather  promise,  Mr.  Sheridan 
aaid,  be  had  consulted  to  waive  bis  motion.  He  remarked  that 
he  perfectly  well  recollected  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
last  year  said,  the  expense  would  probably  amount  to  about 
£200,000,  but  that,  if  it  were  double  that  sum,  the  object  would 
deserve  it.  As  it  was  confessed  that  an  estimate  was  now  before 
the  board  of  m-dnance,  the  house  ought  to  have  it  upon  the  table 
before  they  proceeded  to  vote  the  money.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared 
be  had  not  been  present  when  the  seamen  were  voted ;  but  when 
be  saw  that  3000  additional  seamen  bad  been  voted,  it  gave  him 
great  satisfaction,  because  he  tbeqfe  conceived  that  the  project 
of  fortifying  the  West  India  idands  bad  been  reconsidered  by 
bis  Majesty^s  ministers,  and  rejected  as  impolitic  ;  a  conception 
to  wbidi  the  train  of  reasoning  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man naturally  led,  when  he.  spoke  upon  the  subject,  in  the  course 
of  the  preceding  session. 

n«  rttoUtmtffr  smtMff  the  Htm  dtmaadtd  tmu  voitd  wilhoui  a  divubm, 
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Mav  4. 

petition  of  me.  hastings- 

Oitth»Zrd  ^f  Ftbruani  Mr.  Hattingt prt**»ted afttxtimtla  Ihe koam tff  hrit, 
in  wftieA,  iffter  rttxtpittlAting  the  proettdingi,  tekick  had  already  brm  hadflvm 
the  eomwieneement  of  tht  iwtptaehmeat,  he  ttated  the  grttit  AcnbAtfu  A>  »hitk  Ui 
tgtraerdaarf  dtavtioH  had,  and  teat  lUtif  ttiU^rtlitr  ta  eid^eet  him.  Amoag 
the**  he  BuatiiMtd  Ihedeteat*  nf  tmeral  nf  hitjudg^^-the  detealiim  nf  milMtmea 
neetttOTifor  hitd^eac* — the  probabUUy  qf  hi*  being  derived  iff  maug  nflkem 
Itj  varitni*  aecidtitlt—hU  htallh  impairtd,  and  hitforttme  watted.  Heremindtd 
them  that  two  article*  onij,  out  iff  lyeeuli/,  had  grt  been  gone  through  hg  hiiacatt 
ten — that  hi*  exptrue*  had  alreadg  exceeded  £30,000,  amd,  anuequetdlg,  that 
*hauUiUlif»b*euUin^edlo  tht  elote  iff  the  trial,  he  might  Jmdhinueffditil^* 
ilf  the  naoMt  nf  d^ftnet,  and  even  nf  inbnttenet,  and  nta  the  dm^nl  cH—et  iff 
hadng  hi*  character  trantaitted  on  the  record*  blotted  with  unr^fkled  crimita 
tiont.  He  therrfore  preged,  that  Iheg  teould  enable  him  to  naJce  hit  innocence, 
and  he  hoped  hi*  deterti,  apparent,  hg  proceeding  leithovt  delag  upon  hi*  trial, 
Tltt  inlerveation  of  fAe  tAreiiili  nf  thejnigtt  rendered  it  itnpottibte  for  the  lord* 
to  proceed  upon  the  trial  b^ort  the  20lh  of  April,  »Km  the  court  wu  retitmed. 
and  tat  dtritig  the  rrmaindtr  of  tht  *ettion  teoentten  ditg*.  The  charge  bronglf 
b^ors  them,  and  opened  hg  Mr.  Bnrke,  loa*  that  relative  to  the  corral  receipt  if 
monqr.  In  the  courte  of  hi*  ipeech  Mr.  Burke  had  eceoficM  to  remark  npen  tit 
conduct  of  Mr.  Halting*  toward*  onetff  hit  accntrr*  in  India,  called  Nnndcowu^Tf 
and  after  relaling  other  acti  nf  injiulict  and  cruelty,  he  added,  that  he  had,  of 
latt,  murdered  that  per*on  by  the  hand*  (f  Sir  Elyah  Itnpey.  A  fem  dag*  ofler 
the  charge  had  been  opened.  Major  Scott  prrtenled  a  petition  from  Mr.  HatHngt 
to  tht  heute  of  common*,  in  which  he  etafed  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  tupportiny  tht 
charge*,  e^bited  againit  hbn  at  the  bar  qf  the  haute  qf  lord*,  had  aerued  Urn 
qf  tundrg  heinou*  crime*  not  laid  in  th*  article*  qf  imprachmenl.  He  imtatcii 
the  charge  qf  having  been  concerned  in  a  plot  for  a*ia**inating  the  Shahtada,  and 
in  another  plot  for  putting  to  death  Iheeonqfja^^er  Ally  Khan;  qf  being  ocwt- 
Mry  to  certain  horrible  ervellie*  aHeged  to  have  been  committed  bg  one  DW  Sing, 
and  lattly,  qf  hariny  been  gnilly  qf  the  murder  qf  Nundcomar.  He  therefor* 
prayed  the  hou*e  either  to  bring  forward  and  proteeute  thote  charge*  in  tpee^ 
article*,  and  thereby  yive  him  an  opportunity  qf  mndieaiing  hit  ianoconee,  or  ta 
grant  him  tuch  other  redre**  at  to  tlieir  juttice  and  witdom  might  teemfU.  A 
motion  wo*  made  thai  the  petition  ehould  be  brought  up,  which  wa*  <ffter  a  debate 
agreed  to  without  a  divieton.  A  d\ffic%dtg  occurred  at  to  the  mode  qf  ateertainng 
the  word*  ipoktn;  the  note*  qf  the  •ahort-haad  writer*  who  attended  the  trial 
being  oonteu^d  for  by  teveral  qf  the  Member*,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ac  and 
Sir  Greg  Cooper  a*  contrary  to  the  w^orm  practice  qf  parliament.  Tluir  ob. 
jeetUmt  appeared  t^  to  much  importanee  to  tht  hotue,  thai  a  committee  mn  ^^ 
pointed  to  learch  for  precedent*.  The  comatittte  reported,  thai  then  men  »o 
precedent*  qf  any  complaini  qf  word*  *poken  by  manager*  in  WAtminttrr  Hall 
to  be  found.  The  auinager*  again  urged  their  objection*  to  the  ixamination  qf 
any  *horl-kand  writer*;  but  tht  favetirert  of  the  pttUton  tneiitiitg  upon  tie  d^lg 
of  the  hoiae  to  govern  iltelf  in  luch  ea*e*  by  what  ihould  apptor  matt  BMf  ta 
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promote  tMe  nub  tftiAwtaiUialjtutiet  pfnaSti;  mtd^lera  di»itia%tflli  to 
66,  Uu  ikort-ktrnd  teriUr  vm  calUd  m.  Hu  next  quntiou  tMi,  tshtHur  ali  Ai 
parHcuIan  eompboKed  of  by  the  pttUtoner  thtmid  be  inqtiired  into,  or  tehetker 
Ae  kouie  wught  eeleet  what  part  they  pleated.  Mr.  Pill  and  elheri  were  q/" 
optKKW  that  the  home  ought  to  pay  ko  attention  to  the  word*  taid  to  have  hetn 
ipstrani  the  former  year,  at  Ike  eomplaaa  had  been  to  long  drferred ;  tmd  they 
ekomU  eottjbte  themtehet  to  the  worde  rtlatire  to  Nimdcomar.  Thit  Koe  aUa 
aifeeted  to  by  the  maamyrit  at  as  arbitrary  proeeeHitg,  butjhiallg  agreed  to  by 
the  home.     Upon  thie  quettioii, 

Mb.  Shxbcdan  remarked,  that  all  partial  eiamiDations  of  the 
petition  were  im^miper ;  the  bouee  had,  for  the  purpose  of  grant- 
iDg  justice  to  Mr.  Hastings,  recdved,  and  agreed  to  take  into 
their  coDsideratian  the  petititMi ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  they 
would  not  be  so  unjust  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Burke}  as  to  refuse  to  take  the  whole  of  the  petition  into  their 
serious  consideration,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  meet* 
ing  and  refuting  the  cliargeB  which  it  contained.  If  the  house  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  principle  which  tbey  had  avowed  to  proceed  upon 
in  their  reception  of  the  petition,  the  principle  of  doing  justice 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  what  right  had  tfaey  to  garble  his  grievances, 
and  to  say,  "  This  we  will,  and  this  we  will  not  consider  ?"  If 
they  oHiBidered  any,  they  were  bound  to  ccmsider  the  whole. 
The  mode  proposed  by  the  ameodmait  might  possibly  be  thought 
a  more  bandy  way  of  passing  a  slur  upon  the  managers  of  the 
prosecution ;  but  it  was  a.  mode  which  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  bouse  would  not  adopt. 

j^fter  ameh  aUereatioit,  m  leUeh  Mr.  Fog  cowiplaiiied  in  etrong  and  pointed 
terme  Iff  the  iit^gnity  and  t^jaetict  tuith  which  the  DtanageTt  mere  trtJtted,  itwat 
agreed  that  tome  part  iff  Mr.  Burie't  tpeeeh  preceding  the  teordt  complamed  of, 
ehould  he  read ;  whirh  done,  tntd  the  qfentive  teordt  ateerlained,  the  Margait  i^ 
Oraham  rote  and  tnoptd,  "  that  the  taid  loordt  aere  not  authorixed  by  any pro- 
eeedingt  of  tkot  home." 

Mr.  Sheridan  asked  if  that  was  the  only  measure  intended  to 
be  brought  forward,  or  whether  it  was  to  be  followed  up  by  any 
other  resolution  f 

The  norjMM  htning  rejMed  that  at  pretent  he  tnew  of  none;  Mr.  Foxob- 
tereed,  that  granting  thit  to  be  Ike  eaee,  he  for  one  tote  no  ai/eeSon  to  it,  and 
ihoald not trouile  the  houte  with  a»g argument agtantt it;  linee, ttdeepuntlg to 
Ike  patting  ef  the  motion,  it  mould  prove  fitUy  competent  for  Mr.  Burke  or  any 
other  manager  to  repeat  the  tame  e^irrttiont.     Mr.  Pitt  followed. 

Mr.  Shnidan  said,  that  he  certainly  bad  declared  in  West- 
r  Hill,  that  he  thought  the  execution  of  Nundcomar  a 
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foul  murder.  Would  any  genlleman  who  had  read  the  trial,  or 
would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppodte  to  him  stand  up 
and  declare  that  he  was  conscientiously  convinced  that  he  ought 
to  have  been  executed  P  If  the  house  commanded  him  not  to 
allude  to  the  tranaactions  in  question,  he  should  certainly  pay 
obedience ;  but  if  it  did  not,  be  should  think  that  he  deserted  hu 
duty  if  he  omitted  to  charge  Nundcomar^s  execution  as  a  murder. 

Mr.  Fox  Maid,  that  he  fill  }dmttif  jutHfied  in  lUil  perntlaig  to  tkdare,  tluU 
A«  vnmid  eall  ^tmdcomaT'i  execution  a  murdrr  vnlea  lie  haute  told  him  to  tht 
tvntrary;  and  that  thi  managert,  he  contended,  ought  to  be  etuMtd  to  latdtr- 
eland  e^ilieil^  ahal  the' tnotioti  nuanL 

Tie  Marguit  of  Graiuuu  taid,  that  he  had  not  wthed  to  act  olhermee  Uoa 
deUeateUf  to  the  managert ;  but  the  debate  had  changed  the  face  of  thingi ;  and 
lince  they  iiuiiiuated  that  they  could  not  go  on  without  getting  themeehee  into 
coneidenAle  perplexttj/,  beeauee  the  ntofton  did  not  condemn  the  vordt  aireadg 
ipoken,  he  voiUd  move  an  anendment  to  remove  that  ctt/ection.  The  marjuit 
then  added  to  the  motion  theie  teorde,  "  and  that  the  teordt  iff  the  right  homour- 
aiit  Edmund  Burie,  one  of  the  taid  manageri,  viz. '  he  (meaning  Warren  Batt- 
ingt,  Eiq.J  murdered  that  man  (meaiung  Nundeoiaar)  bg  the  handt  of  Sir 
JBIifah  Impey,'  ought  not  to  have  been  ipoken." 

27ui  produced  another  long  debate,  in  mhich  Mr.  Fox  endeavoured  to  prate 
both  the  relemtneg  <^  Mr.  Burke't  aordi,  arid  the  improprietg  and  ii^iutiee  ^ 
the  interference  tf  the  houie ;  andmu  aneteered  bg  Mr.  Pitt  and  CMmd  PUppt. 
The  koute  at  length  divided ;  vhen  there  appeared  for  Lord  Oraham'i  motiim 
135  ;  againtt  it  66. 


May  6. 
county  klectiom  bill. 
Mb.  Shebidan  said,  that  notwithstanding  it  was  too  evident 
that  the  county  election  act,  in  operation  and  effect,  had  been 
found  to  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience,  and  therefore  must, 
he  feared,  be  repealed ;  he  gave  the  noble  lord  who  introduced  it 
full  credit  for  the  goodness  of  his  intention,  and  the  just  andoon- 
stttutional  principle  on  which  it  was  founded,  as  indeed  every 
bill  was  likely  to  be  which  came  from  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord 
in  question.  But  it  was  highly  necessary  that  some  bill  should 
pass  to  regulate  and  ascertain  the  right  of  voting,  since  it  was 
well  known  that  committees  of  that  house  had.  not  cHily  decided 
differently,  in  respect  to  the  right  of  voting,  but  that  two  com- 
mittees, who  hod  tried  the  merits  of  a  petition  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  for  one  and  the  same  county,  had  given  decisions 
diametrically  opposite  to  each  other.     Mr.  Sheridan  declkred. 
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that  he  highly  approred  of  the  honourable  freDtleman's  idea  of  a 
oomtnittee  bdng  appcnnted  to  inquire  JDto  the  laws  of  dection, 
as  tbey  stood  at  present ;  and  he  trusted  that,  at  the  present  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  sessioD,  all  pcmdble  expedition  would  be 
used. 


Mat  30. 
motion  bt  vb.  hatnwa&lmg  fob  leatb  to  9riho  in  a  bill 

to  bxflain  and  amend  tbb  act  of  6  gbo.  iii.,  cap.  36, 

bslatitb  to  tbbbs,  sabitbs,  7lants,  &c. 

Mb.  Shbbidan  expressed  his  pleasure  at  perceiving  that  the 
honourable  member  was  inimical  to  the  extension  and  increase  of 
the  penal  laws.  There  were  so  many  of  those  statutes,  and  in 
seToal  cases  they  were  carried  to  so  extreme  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  sererity,  that  they  proved  a  disgrace  to  the  laws  and  to  the 
country.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  house  would  always  look 
with  a  peculiar  d^ree  of  delicacy  on  every  endeavour  to  increase 
the  number  of  penal  statutes,  and  to  multiply  robberies,  felonies, 
and  offences  coming  under  those  descriptious.  With  regard  to 
the  object  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  proposed  bill,  he  did 
not  clearly  comprehend  it  The  honourable  gentleman  had  said, 
the  I^slature,  when  it  passed  the  act  of  the  6th  of  the  present 
Icing,  had  one  thing  in  their  contemplation  and  had  enacted  an< 
other.  Was  the  fact  strictly  correct,  or  was  it  under  the  pretence 
of  protecting  nursery-grounds  to  make  it  felony  in  a  school-boy 
to  rob  an  orchard  T  or  was  it  that  gooseberry-bushes  ought  to  be 
fenced  round  with  gibbets,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  now 
moved  for  a  bill  of  amendment?  If  it  were  intended  to  go  to 
such  an  extent,  it  would  he  carrying  the  penal  laws  to  a  ridicu- 
lous degree  of  rigour. 

TltlmuedMdad;  aft*  30;  iwm  6.     Leaet  wai  ther^ort  gae»  lo  Mag  in 


WATS    AND    MEANS. 
Mr.  PUf  ailertd  into  a  ttatmumt  of  tktfinatiea  of  tht  eomhy,  and  ipote  at 
CTwUiraib  iatgth, 

Mb.  Shbkidan  ritdng  next,  observed  that,  in  the  case  of  a 
stat«mait  by  which  the  public  prosperity  was  to  be  estimated,  it 
beoame  so  natural  to  wish  to  realise  the  favourable  expectatiaia 
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which  might  be  entertuned  of  the  ntuadtn  of  the  countrj,  that 
it  was  a  task  extremely  painful  to  raise  any  dispute,  tH'  eren  to 
inunuate  any  doubts  which  might  tend  to  reinove  the  grateful 
delunoQ.  Upon  an  occasion  like  this,  however,  it  was  imposaiUe 
to  be  silent ;  and,  therefore,  he  should  think  himself  waTxaQted 
in  making  a  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  house.  Certain 
propositions  had  been  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  for  htm  to 
lay  down  other  propositions  which  would  entirely  contradict  them; 
but  this  would  be  going  upon  grounds  too  loose  for  the  house  to 
form  any  judgment  of  the  merits  of  their  several  affinnations, 
which  could  only  be  established  by  a  reference  to  authentic  do> 
cuments.  To  these  he  was  willing  to  refer  himself ;  and  it  would 
be  a  test  of  sincerity  in  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  much  to 
be  wished  for,  if  he  would  submit  himself  to  the  same  trial,  and 
would  not  oppose  any  motion  which  he  should  make  for  the  pro- 
duction of  such  papers  as  would  affirm  or  disaffirm,  by  an  irr^ 
sistible  authority,  what  they  could  severally  advance  in  opposition 
to  each  other.  Superficial  and  slight  indeed  was  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  conde- 
scended to  justify  the  loan  he  bad  proposed.  He  had  said  little 
or  nothing  about  what  the  house  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be  more 
particularly  informed  of;  and  he  had  scarcely  shown  a  cause  of 
any  kind,  much  less  a  sufficient  cause,  why  the  nation  should  be 
reduced  to  the  unexampled  dilemma  in  time  of  peace,  and  amidst 
all  the  triumph  which  they  had  been  used  to  w)  the  part  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in  respect  to  the  flourishing  situatioo 
of  our  finances,  of  increasing  the  national  debt,  of  creating  fredi 
funds,  and  levying  fresh  taxes.  But  the  right  h<»ourable  gen- 
tleman had  not  withheld  every  kind  of  information ;  he  had  de- 
scended to  little  particulars,  and  had  been  very  elaborate  and 
ingenious  in  explaining  the  nature  of  the  loan,  and  in  telling  them 
of  things  which  it  was  of  very  slight  importance  whether  th^ 
were  or  were  not  as  he  represented  them.  Where  the  argument  <^ 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  ia  its  nature  unimport«it 
it  was  fallacious.  Admitting  that  the  revenue  was  likely  to  come 
up  to  what  it  had  beoi  asserted  that  it  would  reach  to  (and  even 
this  required  scnne  concession),  was  it  reaaooably  to  be  expected 
that  the  expenditure  was  not  to  exceed  what  it  had  been  staled 
it  would  be?     If  the  expenditure  should  exceed  what  it  was 
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■Uted  at  (and  experience  had  demoDBtnited  that  it  would  exceed 
that  sum),  it  was  a  plain  case  that  we  were  deceived  in  our  ex- 
pectations, and  that  our  finances  were  not  in  the  conditioo  tbey 
were  represented  to  be.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  ua  a  very  pompous  account  of  the  unforeseen  contingencies 
of  expense  which  had  happened,  by  which  means  he  bad  failed 
in  the  promises  he  had  made.  These  unforeseen  contiagende^ 
however,  upon  the  fullest  statement  whicb  could  be  made  of 
tbem,  amounted  only  to  £600,000 ;  but  £600,000  divided  among 
three  years,  which  is  the  time  from  which  the  reduction  of  the 
oatiooal  debt  was  to  be  computed,  left  only  an  excess  of  £200,000 
for  each  year  of  unforeseen  expenditure,  beyond  the  natural  ex- 
penditure whicb  was  necessarily  to  be  expected.  So  paltiy  aa 
increase  as  this  was  to  defeat  and  annul  all  the  high-sounding 
promises  of  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  reduce  us  to 
the  necessity  whicli  we  now  find  ourselves  in,  of  creating  fresh 
debts,  instead  of  paying  off  those  which  bad  been  already  created 
in  the  course  of  a  long  and  expensive  war.  In  like  manner  as  this 
^600,000  had  arisen  during  the  last  three  yean  from  unforeseen 
oontingeocies,  go  from  the  analogy  of  the  thing  it  was  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  another  4^600,000  from  unforeseen  contingencies 
would  arise  in  tbe  time  to  come ;  and  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
have  been  prevented  hitherto  from  emerging  from  our  unhappy 
ntuation,  by  the  unforeseen  contingencies  which  have  alr^dy 
arisen,  so  in  time  to  come  we  shall  be  continued  in  the  same  de- 
pression of  circumstances  from  the  unforeseen  contingencies  which 
will  yet  arise,  more  particularly  since  the  sum  is  so  trifling  which 
is  to  embarrass  us.  Tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  had  amused 
us,  by  informing  us  that  we  have  paid  off  three  millions  of  the 
national  debt ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  suited  hb  purpose  to  in- 
torm  us  that,  in  the  year  when  we  first  began  to  pay,  he  had 
created  a  new  debt  <^  a  million,  by  issuing  exchequer  bills  to 
that  amount ;  and  that  this  year  we  are  creating  another  new 
debt  of  a  million.  He  did  not  either  bring  into  his  estimate  about 
two  millions,  which  we  have  received  during  the  time  from  the 
East-India  Company  and  otherwise,  in  accidental  aids,  and  surely 
DO  inconsiderable  aids ;  still  lees  did  he  think  pr<^ier  to  mention 
an  increase  in  the  navy  debt  to  the  amount  of  £500,000.  If  tbe 
right  honourable  gratkman  had  stated  all  the  circumstances,  it 
would  have  appeared  tfaot,  with  the  assistance  of  mmre  tlutt  four 
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millions,  he  had  succeeded  in  the  very  notable  attempt  of  paying 
three  milUoDs  of  national  debt.  But  the  time  must  come  when 
the  bubble  would  burst  and  our  illusions  be  dissipated.  It  was 
better  to  meet  our  situation  fairly  and  honourably  ;  by  postpon- 
ing the  evil  day  our  distress  would  only  accumulate ;  and  when 
we  expected  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  gladness,  we  should  find 
nothing  but  the  bitter  di^s  of  disappointment 

Upon  such  an  occasioQ  as  the  present,  Mr.  Sheridan  remained, 
be  should  yield  to  what  he  considered  as  the  indispensable  nec»> 
sity  of  moving  for  certain  papers ;  and  that  the  house  should  go 
into  a  committee  to  consider  the  same.  He  hoped  that,  if  hia 
motion  was  acceded  to,  it  would  be  a  committee,  and  gucb  a  one 
as  might  easily  be  obtained  in  that  house,  of  independent  mem- 
bers taken  indifferently ;  and  not  such  a  committee  as  made  the 
repeat  upon  which  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  founded 
bis  argument*  in  his  own  favour,  upon  more  occasions  than  one, 
and  from  whence  he  had  derived  his  principal  illuatraticm,  Biak- 
ing  this  remark,  he  could  sincerely  add  that  he  ndther  fdt  a  wish 
to  have  that  committee  discharged,  nor  meant  to  call  in  questioa 
the  independency  of  their  minds  and  the  purity  of  their  intentioDs. 


WAYS   AKD    UBAMS. 


Mr,  OSbtrl  rtporttd  etghUen  reiohUumi  agreed  tointht  eommiitte  of  voja 
and  flumif .  He  report  ham^  bttn  receirtd,  Mr.  Pitt  etprautd  tkt  t«tirfaeii«m 
miUh  lohieh  he  note  found  it  admitted,  on  all  kaade,  that  tie  ineome  oftli*  eomr 
try  vat  greater  than  ike  amount  at  which  it  had  hetn  ettimattd  by  tie  rnmmillm 
tiffi»ane»  in  1786.  7^  veu  a  point  pained;  and  gentlemen  who  Aorf  heen 
amOTig  iheforetnott  lo  deny  the  probability  of  the  public  income  arriving  at  lie 
amount  of  the  giten  atimatefor  the  year  1790,  teere  noueomtenled  to  retort  ta 
migle  queetiom,  which  were  eaiily  aniaered.  The  hitmen  would  daily  prone 
In*  intricate;  andae  tie  honouraile gentleman  oppoeii*  to  him  had,  m  Aur** 
Moritt  the  preceding  day,  himttlf  adntitted  that  the  ineome  had  to  increaied, 
IMr.  Sheridan  looted  at  if  he  thought  the  eonclution  not  jaeC]  though,  by  iie 
getture,  he  leemed  iu>w  to  deny  it ;  all  that  remained  for  him  to  toy  wot,  that 
notwUhtlan^g  it  woe  impouibtefor  him  to  anturer  for  the  unfOre$een  eireum- 
ttaneei  which  might  uriee  lo  prevent  it,  there  wot  every  reaeon  lo  beliepe  ^mmt- 
tere  went  on  in  their  ordinary  egnrte,  that  the  acptndilure  would  be  rtdueed  <• 
that  level. 

Mr.  Shkkidan  observed  that,  aware  that  assertion  on  the  one 
side,  contradicted  by  assertion  on  the  otb«-,  could  prove  oothii^ ; 
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he  really  hod  not  the  smsUest  inclination  to  have  spoken  that 
day,  until  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
deduce  on  argument  from  his  gesture.  He  b^ged  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  understand  that  he  was  by  no  means  ready 
to  admit,  that  the  public  income  had  increased  beyond  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year  1790,  given  in  the  report  to  the  ctxnmittee  <A 
revenue  of  1786 1  and  upon  taking  the  public  income  upon  an 
average  of  three  years  back,  he  bdiered  it  would  be  found  the 
fact  was,  that  it  had  not  arrived  even  to  the  level  of  that  estimate. 
Whra  the  right  honourable  gentleman  then  stated  bis  expectation 
of  extraordinary  resources,  he  had  declared  what  he  was  not  less 
willing  to  declare  at  present,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  overrated  them ;  and,  if  he  came  then  to  borrow  a  million, 
it  proved  that  he  did  overrate  them  at  the  time  in  question.  The 
light  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  notice  of  his  gesture ;  he 
was  sorry  he  had  used  any,  as  it  had  brought  on  a  discussion 
which  could  answer  no  end.  Yet,  upon  the  preceding  day,  less 
than  a  gesture  had  been  converted  into  an  argument ; — his  silence 
had  been  construed  as  an  admission  of  the  facts  as  stated  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  him  and  the  chuicellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  had  both  directly  contradicted  him  respecting  his 
assertion  that,  in  17^  ^  million  had  been  borrowed  by  exchequer 
bills.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  lofty  language, 
and  with  a  degree  of  petulance,  denied  that  he  borrowed  the  mil- 
lion, since  the  report  had  been  made  by  the  committee  of  finance- 
In  fact,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  seemed  extremely  sore 
upon  the  subject. 

Hert  Mr.  Pitt  and  olher  gtntUm«t  uaretutieaOg  wmiUd. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  no 
better  resources  than  in  the  smiles  <^  his  friends,  he  was  poorly 
off;  but  neither  laughter  nor  sneers  should  prevent  him  from  as- 
serting that  his  silence  did  not  prove  him  in  the  wrong.  The 
fact  was,  as  gentlemen  might  recollect,  in  17Bfi  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  took  credit  for  two  millions  of  exchequer  bills,  and 
declared  at  the  time,  that  probably  he  should  not  have  occasion 
for  more  than  one  million ;  in  wliidi  case,  the  bills  for  the  second 
million  should  not  be  issued.  It  turned  out  that  only  one  mil- 
lion was  issued  in  1785,  and  iu  1786  the  chancellor  of  the  exdie- 
quer  so  stated  it,  and  made  the  second  million  a  part  of  that  year's 
ways  and  means.   The  million  had,  in  substance,  if  not  precisely 
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and  strictly,  been  borrowed  siDce  the  repc^  bod  been  made  by 
the  revenue  committee.  There  was  one  material  part  of  his  speedi 
tbe  preceding  day,  Mt.  Sheridan  said,  of  whidi  the  ri^t  bo- 
DDurable  gentleman  bad  not  thought  proper  to  take  the  smaUeat 
notice,  and  that  was  his  proposition  for  the  appointment  of  an 
impartial  committee  to  examine  the  public  accounts,  and  make 
their  report  upon  them.  He  had  himself  expressly  declared  that 
be  would  not  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  subject  upon  tbe 
preening  day,  because  the  debate  which  must  have  arisen  would 
only  have  consisted  of  assertion  on  one  hand,  and  denial  on  tbe 
otber,  without  the  possibility  of  afibrdiag  ccxiviction  to  any;  and 
because  it  would  not  have  been  in  their  power  to  come  at  any 
thing  like  proof  for  want  of  proper  papers  to  refer  to.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  bad  chosen  to  understand  him,  the  preced- 
ing day,  as  if  he  bad  meant  merely  to  move  certain  resolutions; 
whereas  the  appointment  of  a  fur  committee  was  bis  object ;  and 
if  such  a  committee  were  appointed,  it  would  be  for  the  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  public  accounts ;  and  he  was  sure  it  would 
end  in  a  complete  detection  of  the  delusion  and  fallacy  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  a  full  justification  of  what  he 
hod  advanced. 

Mr.  Slftle  rtptattd  hit  atterlioK  that  the  adtUtioHol  NwUton  V  exthtguer  Mb 
MM  bomnetd  tn  1785,  amd  not  fa  1786. 

Mr.  Bheridan  answered,  it  was  true  that  the  exchequer  bills 
were  voted  in  1785,  but  they  had  not  been  added  to  the  debt  till 
1786.  The  miserable  quibble  under  which  tbe  fact  was  attempted 
to  be  concealed  was  this:  in  1785  the  chancellor  of  the  excheques 
obtained  a  vote  for  two  milUonB  of  additional  exchequer  bills, 
one  million  only  of  which  (he  had  said)  it  was  probable  would  be 
wanted ;  but  it  would  be  proper  to  have  tbe  other  million  as  s 
reserve,  in  case  there  should  be  occasion  for  it.  One  million  of 
these  bills  was  kept  in  reserve  accordingly;  they  woe  unnecc*- 
larily  issued  in  I'JSB,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
resolved  to  bring  forward  his  new  plan  of  finances,  and  £fJQOfiO0 
of  them  actually  remained  unissued  when  the  report  of  the  revenue 
ccmmittee  was  laid  before  tbe  house. 

Thus  much,  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  felt  himself  oUiged 
to  remark,  lest  his  silence  should  be  cMistrued  into  an  admisaiaD 
of  the  right  hooourable  gentleman^s  statement. 

ifr.  SfmU  obmroid,  Ihot  the  buJftt  of  1786,  and  wtef  OmfOMti,  JU  itm 
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M  mlt-tUiM  md  v^amded,  that  ke  eotild  not  rit  qtntthf  in  hi*  plaet  and  M  it 
prvCMri  witktut  eaplmrftsa.  Mr,  Steele  Iken  itaird  a  mtrrative  </  wAsf  kad 
feitmfrtm  the  chametUor  rf  the  MeAt^Mr  te  1786,  wAn  Ute  efttm  t(f  appro- 
prtatiMga  wUUi<»t  had  hten  firti  adof  ltd.  The  mo*t  etentiai  part  <if  iU*  ttate- 
menl  vtu,  Mr.  Steele'*  rtminding  tie  haute,  that  ike  chmuxUar  ^f  ti*  ttteheqaer 
had  in  1^86  enprte*!)  laid,  that  mltho»gh  he  expected  to  find  tmrral  eatraordi- 
narj  aid*  to  enable  him  to  goon  mth,  get  that  ench  ertraordtnary  demand*  might 
oeenr,  that  he  might  hovt  oceoMonfor  a  loan  qf  one  or  too  million*;  that  he 
vonld  put  it  ^qf  long  a*  he  poniUg  eo^d.  That  Mr.  Steele  taidwa*  the  fad, 
«irf  tktnfor*  there  wot  wi  gronad/ar  ehaying  hi*  homninAle  friend  with  mtf 
tkmg  like  a/aUaeg.  Mr.  Slteb  referred  Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  home  to  the  re- 
port of  the  narjf  board,  on  which  the  revemu  commitlee  nf  178G  had  bnilt  that 
pari  qf  their  report,  aiid  thence  they  would  *ee  that  the  navg  expentee  had  not  m- 
a'ea*ed  beyond  what  might  have  leen  txpeeted. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  nerer  heard  any  assertion  vith 
more  astonishment  than  that  of  the  hoaourable  gentleman  vfao 
spoke  last.  He  gave  him  as  much  credit  as  his  recollection  of  a 
speech,  ddivered  four  years  ago,  could  entitle  him  to;  but,  with- 
out putting  his  memory  against  the  honourable  gentleman's,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  could 
have  come  to  the  house  with  a  speech  to  contradict  the  report  of 
Mb  committee.  He  averred  that  in  that  report  there  was  not  an 
Idea  thrown  out  about  the  probability  of  a  future  loan.  Was  it 
to  be  concluded  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
could  so  far  forget  his  object,  as  to  say  to  the  house,  that  per- 
haps he  might  want  a  small  sum  of  a  million  or  two,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  off  three  millions  of  the  naticHial  debt?  The  right 
bcmourable  gentleman  himself  admitted  the  increase  of  the  army 
to  be  a  permanent  expcDK.  He  believed  the  navy  establishment 
could  not  be  diminished  with  a  due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the 
country ;  but  on  that  subject  it  was  not  his  intention  to  argue  at 
present,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  oppose  his 
moticm  for  appointing  a  committee  of  the  house,  of  a  different 
oomplezion  from  the  former.  They  could  have  the  best  informa- 
tion ^m  Sir  Charles  Middleton.  He  added,  that  he  would  either 
on  the  morrow,  or  on  Monday,  move  for  some  papers  which  were 
necessary  to  be  submitted  to  that  committee. 

The  Marqai*  qf  Oraham  in^nted  much  of  the  mieconception  which  appeared 
to  have  prevailed,  to  genttewien  cottfoitnding  the  itatemtnt*  of  the  two  last  gear*' 
expenditnre  and  iTteome  with  that  which  the  ammillieqf  Jlnanoe,  in  1TB6,  had  re- 
ported would  be  the  ttale  nf  the  income  and  eependilure  at  the  end  qf  the  gear 
1790-  The  marqni*  *iated  what  the  committee  nf  1780  had  coneidtred  a*  Uielg 
to  be  the  peace  etIabUthmenI  al  Ike  end  iff  the  gear  1 790,  and  what  hdd  been  the 
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toadaei  af  tut  right  AvnoaraUe  /ritnd  at  tk*  limt  vik«t  the  reptrt  vat  awrfe.  A 
aniiHadeerltd  o»  Iht  Motwi  idta  of  a  committee  anatiluttd  Hie  ihmt  wUcA  a»  ka- 
tnvrabU  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  dttar^td,  of  lueh  at  kad  ittiflivr  beenin 
office,  nor  had  any  txptetaliott  <if  being  in  iffice,  nor  detirrd  tobrin  qfiee.  TIm 
titembert  leho  leere  on  thai  committee  ought  ftht  narqni*  ctntceitwifj  to  be  latorm 
prroioutlg  to  their  tilting  at  committee-mem,  at  to  the  extraordimoij  fael  iff  fhm 
nterr  deliring  to  be  in  qffice. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  be  could  not  avoid  admitting  the 
pleasantry  with  which  the  noble  marquis  treated  hia  propoidtioD 
for  an  independent  committee.  Notwithstanding  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  humorously  said,  that  the  members  nominated  on  such 
a  committee  should  swear,  that  they  did  not  wish  to  be  in  office; 
yet,  he  bad  no  doubt  there  were  gentlemen  in  that  house  who 
neither  were  in  office,  nor  wished  to  be  in  office ;  and  who  were 
competent  to  the  business  in  question.  Did  the  noble  marqub 
mean  to  intimate  that  there  were  no  gentlemen  in  the  bouse,  ex- 
cepting placemen,  who  were  capable  of  examining  and  stating  the 
resources  and  expenditure  of  the  national  finances  ?  He  did  not 
say  the  same  committee  bad  wilfully  deceived  the  public ;  but 
their  conclusions  certainly  were  not  justified  by  experiraice ;  and 
therefore  he  thought  himself  at  liberty,  without  meaning  to  throw 
the  smallest  imputation  on  any  member  of  that  committee,  to 
move  for  a  new  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  public  accounts. 

The  Marquia  of  Graham  d^ended  hit  animadvernoiu  on  the  committee,  6g 
urging  the  extreme  tmvelfy  iff  the  formation  of  tuch  a  committee,  and  he  eonii- 
dered  the  propoailion  oftueh  a  committee  at  an  indirect  imputation  on  gentlemen 
in  office; — ttK  obviout  inference  being,  that  theg  would  abate  the  Inul  Khieh 
might  be  repoird  in  them  bg  the  houtt,  and  report  iphal  theg  did  not  believe  to  be 
the  fact.  Such  an  impulalian  the  marguit  contidered  at  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nil)  of  the  houte ;  and  he  declared  that  he  fell  it  to  be  iryurioue  to  himteff, 

Mr.  Sheridan  protested  that  he  meant  nothing  coarse  or  per- 
sonal, and  denied  that  it  was  a  novel  thing  to  have  such  a  com- 
mittee. As  a  proof  of  this,  he  mentioned  a  committee  which  had 
been  appointed  during  the  American  war,  and  consisted  chiefly 
of  country  gentlemen.  He  did  not  like  to  have  such  another 
committee  as  that  of  1786,  because,  though  he  did  not  mean  to 
charge  them  with  having  done  so  intentionally,  he  was  of  opinion 
they  had  deceived  the  house  and  the  public.  With  r^ard  to  a 
committee  of  gentlemen  in  office,  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  they 
were  liable  to  be  less  careful  in  their  inquiry  after  the  truth,  from 
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a  natural  wish  to  find  the  most  Eavourable  side  of  the  question  to 
be  the  fact,  than  any  other  set  of  gentlemen. 

Tkt  qutttio*  wot  at  length  put,  and  the  raobitioiu  read  a  tteond  tine,  and 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Pill  gave  notice  of  hie  inltxlion  to  move  Ihehovteon  the\5th  to 
go  hUo  a  eonmitttt  to  eontider  the  diUie*  payabk  on  tobaeeo. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  Mr.  Pitt's  inten- 
tion on  that  day  to  move  any  final  resolution  on  the  subject. 
He  really  thought  that  in  a  question  of  so  much  importance,  at 
least  as  much  previous  notice  should  have  been  given  to  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  tobacco,  as  had  been  given  to  the 
dealers  in  wine,  when  it  was  put  under  the  regulation  of  the  ex- 
cise laws. 

Mr.  Pill  a/ateered,  that  it  leae  hit  inlenlion  on  the  ISth,  to  etatt  the  gramtdt 
on  ahieh  the  propotition  he  had  to  hring  forward  viai  fotadtd ;  aad  itflenoard* 
to  move  the  committee  to  agree  to  it. 


SEVOLDTION    COMMEMORATION    BILL. 

Ma.  SuBxinAN  observed,  that  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir 
William  Dolben)  disapproved  of  mixing  politics  with  religion ; 
and  another  honourable  member's  objection  was,  that  there  was 
already  a  commemoration  of  the  revolution,  in  what  he  called 
the  liturgy.  This  appeared  rather  a  curious  objection.  With 
respect  to  keeping  politics  out  of  the  church,  he  owned,  that  in 
one  view  it  should  be  so ;  but,  would  it  be  an  unfit  thing  for  the 
church  to  acknowledge  that  obligation,  which  no  man  disputed 
to  be  very  great  and  serious  ?  He  thought  that  if  there  was  any 
one  point  which  did  the  greatest  honour  to  the  church,  it  was  the 
church's  having  been  the  chief  cause  of  producing  that  very  re- 
volution on  which  the  bill  went  to  establish  the  commemoration. 
The  only  objection  which  he  had  heard  against  the  bill,  that  was 
of  any  weight,  was  that  of  taking  a  day  of  the  week  for  the 
commemoration,  and  making  a  new  holiday  ;  but  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill  had  expressed  himself 
willing  to  waive  that  point,  and  to  take  either  the  Sunday  before 
the  5th  of  November,  or  the  Sunday  nearest  to  the  16th  of  De- 
cember, no  ground  for  opposition  remained. 
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JUNB  U. 
TOBACCO    EKOnLATION    BILL. 

The  order  of  tit  iagf&r  the  ieeo»d  reading  of  tkit  bM  kawag  heat  rr^  U 
wat  nftermtrdt  vumed  "  Ihai  fi«  bill  be  eomwuited." 

Mk.  Shekidan  observed,  that  he  should  not  so  far  trespass 
upon  the  patience  of  Uie  house  as  needlessly  to  prolong  the  de- 
bate, if  that  could  be  called  a  debate,  where  objections  only  were 
offered  from  one  side,  and  not  one  word  of  answer  was  given  on 
the  other.  He  rose  merely  to  make  a  dogle  remark,  which  was, 
that  if  the  hill  was  committed  for  the  next  day,  whatever  time 
might  have  been  given  to  the  tobacco  traders  and  manufactures 
to  comprehend  tbe  clauses  of  the  bill,  parUamentarily  speaking, 
no  time  had  been  allowed  to  the  members  of  that  house  to  un- 
derstand it.  The  bill  had  been  brought  in  only  two  days  ago, 
and  printed  for  delivery  that  day ;  it  ctmsisted  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  pages,  and  no  gentleman  could,  at  a  glancG^ 
comprehend  the  various  bearings  of  a  bill  so  important  in  its  na- 
ture, and  BO  complicated  and  extenave  in  its  detalL — Bef(H«  it 
came  into  a  committee,  the  members  of  that  house  had  a  right 
to  consider  it  in  all  its  parts,  to  consult  the  manufacturers  in 
person,  and  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  entire  sub- 
ject. Tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  had  boasted  of  bis  having 
seen  and  conversed  with  the  tobacco  manufacturers  of  Scotland, 
London,  and  other  places.  If  he  thought  such  communications 
absolutely  necessary  before  he  held  himself  justified  in  stating 
the  principle  and  object  of  the  bill  to  the  house,  why  should  not 
the  members  of  that  bouse  be  allowed  time  for  equal  preparatiwi, 
and  for  the  acquisition  of  the  same  extait  of  intdligence  ?  Mr. 
Sheridan,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman 
would  not  BO  hastily  forward  the  bill,  that,  but  having  had  it 
read  a  second  time  that  day,  he  would  not  press  for  tbe  com- 
mittee upon  the  ensuing  day  ;  but  would  give  time  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  prepare  their  counsel,  and  to  bring  up  their  witnewes, 
who  were  now  uptxt  the  road. 

Mr.  put  »aU,  that  Aldefman  Walton  and  Mr.  Sieridan  lad  itaMI  Otal  lit 
framd*  eommtled  on  t\e  rmamt  in  tht  artUde  ef  t^awo,  amomitid  to  ■«  lem  « 
lUM  lluaifrom  £300,000  to  £500.000,  amd  the  o^/eet  nfthtbitt  teoM,  to  wJi— w 
to  recover  the  greater  part  of  that  ««m  bg  meaat  of  tie  excite  law*,  oad  bg  w- 
commodaling  Ihem  to  that  artieh,  whieh  wot  wtiiieriall'f  admitted  to  be  ajU  arti- 
cle of  taxation.    To  meh  a  primate  thefHendt  of  the  fubUe  at£l  md  tf  the 
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puUie  t^tty,  eoM  nolna^  be  iaelaud  bt  eigeeL  71a  vortkn  WMgitirale  <wrr 
tk*  tMOf,  atd  the  kemnrable  gaUlemam  vAo  ^k»  but,  had  udd,  they  thought  thai 
h»  mih«dtoihHaiJHm£»eKmio»,aKdtoaBciditbyprecipilatiag  thebUllhroagk 
the  eemwuittt,  JVom  mcA  a*  imfiulation  he  ihoald  apptal  to  the  eabtr  eeiue  tf 
M*  Aowe,  ami  otk  ihem,  wAen  it  tmu  eontiderrd  that  eotiuel  toere  to  h«  htvrd, 
tad  iwftmiM  txamiaed,  gad  that  ooneeqaeiitb/  there  teaMnol  a  probabiUfy  <^  their 
daiag  mnre  lho»  hear  thmt  in  part  the  nest  day,  lehether  hia  heiag  anaiinu  ta 
eemmtaee  immjmrjr  fnfe  th»  nl^eefM  tht moei  eircvmitaittidl  aad regidar  mam- 
mer  looked  lihi  a  witk  to  oooU  itt/air  duewrioit  F  With  rtg<rd  to  the  honotirabie 
*  MtMaJtOM,  that  it  uw  aeceetaryfor  him  to  ru>  about  iht  tovcn  to 
«  mlh  the  tKOK^aetwren  qf  tobacco,  \f  he  really  ao)  »  eamett,  and  le- 
TioHiIy  trithtd  to  lear%  ii^orvtatumjrom  them,  the  beet  mode  qf  Au  obtaining  it 
tm«U  be  for  him  to  attend  hie  dnty  in  that  honee  the  nert  day,  and  litten  alien- 
Swebf  to  Iht  argmmentM  and  Ihe  mdnKc. 

Mf.  Sheridan  observed  (in  answer  to  Mr.  Pitt),  that  he  had 
sud  it  was  necesBary  to'go  into  the  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiry,  vhereas  he  must  know  that  if  the  members  of  that 
house  were  not  allowed  time  to  read  and  understand  the  bill  be- 
fore they  went  into  a  committee,  the  inquiry  would  answer  no 
purpose  whatever.  Whether  they  were  to  run  about  the  town 
after  the  tobacco  manufacturers,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man hod  chosen  to  call  it,  was  another  matter.  But  since  he 
had  risen  last,  the  worthy  magistrate  behind  him  had  added 
another  and  a  very  strong  objection  ;  and  this  was  no  less  than 
a  defiance  to  any  member  <rf  that  house,  a  particular  description 
of  it  only  excepted,  to  stand  up  and  declare  that  he  had  read 
the  bill.  Surely  this  was  an  unanswerable  argument  against  pre* 
dpitation. 

Mr.  Pill  tmtwertd,  Ihai  teilk  rtgerd  to  lh»  hnomvhU  genthman'e  argument 
iff  menAert  not  being  pnpartd,  the  htil  wtf  tootdd  bt  to  attnd  the  eommiltee. 
WUhrttptet  to  th»  wifiMWW  ^f  th»  moHnfaetiirere  being  itpMi  the  road,  the  mami- 
fadnrere  <if  London  had  originated  the  oppoeition  to  the  biS,  and  uonid,  meet 
probal^,  produce  tht  nidencr  they  n^ehed  lo  haor  examined ;  and  qf  their  inten- 
tion lo  oppoM  Iht  KU,  they  had,  by  public  advertitemeni  in  aimoel  every  newepaper. 
fivm  nolica/tir  fnO  three  wttkt.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  attend  the 
eemmitle*,  tthatevtr  ineonoenitnee  to  thenuelaet  it  night  occasion;  and  indeed, 
whea HmmtBoacii period^ the MMtian»aeeoniidered,  he  thovldtldnk  it  trifling 
mtk  Iht  eoaomieaoe  of  the  honte  by  dMaying  the  going  into  the  eommiltte  vith 
Iht  MU  a  Moam/  longer  Ihaa 


Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  with  regard  to  the  cooveoience  of 
the  bouse,  he  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
consult  it  more  by  giving  time  for  members  to  understand  the 
bill.    Mr.  Sheridan  was  proceeding  to  answer  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he 
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woe  desired  by  the  chair  to  confine  himself  strictly  to  explaoi- 
tion.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  said,  that  the  right  honourable  gmtle- 
inan  had  attempted  to  ridicule  his  explanation ;  to  which,  in 
explanation,  he  wished  to  state,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's argument  was  perfectly  ridiculous.  [Here  a  great  part 
of  the  house  laughed.]  Mr.  Sheridan  resumed  his  argument 
once  more,  and  the  house  calling  "  chair  !  chair  !"  in  which  err 
Mr.  Pitt  joined,  and  the  speaker  thereupon  again  dedring  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  would  confine  himself  to  explanation,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan answered,  that  he  would  take  care  that  in  future  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  as  strictly  confined  to  explana- 
tion, when  he  spoke  a  second  time,  as  be  had  been.  Mr.  Pitt 
bowed,  and  sat  down. 

Tht  bill  woi  (Am  ordend  lo  be  eomntUled  for  Iht  morrow.  • 


JVNB  25. 
HEFOKU   OF    ROTAL    SCOTCH    BURGHS. 

Mr.  Shkkidan,  adverting  to  the  case  of  the  royal  Scotch, 
burghs,  begged  leave  to  remind  the  house  that  the  bill,  for 
bringing  in  of  which  he  designed  to  move,  was  precisely  of  that 
nature  which  the  house  had  given  leave  to  have  introduced  in  a 
former  sessiim  of  parliament ;  and  as  he  understood  there  was 
no  objection  to  the  principle  of  it,  and  that  those  who  meant  to 
oppose  the  bill  intended  to  make  their  stand  at  the  second  read- 
ing, it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  house  with  more 
than  a  very  few  words,  just  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  town 
councils  of  the  several  royal  burghs  of  Scotland,  as  it  now  pre- 
vailed, was  not  more  contradictory  to  their  original  charter  then 
repugnant  to  every  one  of  those  principles  of  justice  and  pro- 
priety to  which  men,  of  a  delegated  trust,  ought  strictly  to  ad- 
here. On  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  he  would  fully  state  the 
objects  of  it,  and  the  reasons  why  the  means  of  attaining  those 
objects  which  the  bill  provided  were  by  him  deemed  such  as 
the  house  ought  to  adopt ;  for  the  present,  he  considered  it  as 
sufficient  to  move, 

'*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  in- 
ternal government  of  the  royal  burghs  in  Scotland." 

Mr.DundoM  rewtarked  IRal,  reterving  hii<af\ffor  a  future  opporlimHj,  He 
thotid  nme  only  drclan,  that  whtntwr  th*  homurabU  gtntUmon  eoMC  fmaar^ 
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mikhurtatuu/orlhutJmglhtbSl  adeUabU.  and  that  il  wa*  btamung  bg  out 
»horl  elatue  to  pronouKce  upo*  the  eoniHttttian*  tff  iht  royal  burght  of  Scotland, 
toHich  kad  eoniiKUed  unMerrupledlti  fcer  rince  Me  year  1400,  oi  whal  ought  not 
toamlmae;  he  tatmldbermdi/  to  auign  hii  r f  amnu  for  differing  totallf  in  opinion 
front  the  AaaoKraUe  gaUteman  KpoH  the  lubject.  Ht  hoped,  therefore,  that  Ike 
konaurabU  gtuilemat  vould  wime  a  prteite  day  for  the  lecoad  reading,  and  keep 
to  Ihat  day  uhe»  Ke  had  named  it,  that  the  bUl  might  not  be  kept  hangii^  in  Hit 
teindata  matter  ii 


Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  the  right  hooourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  no  occasion  to  be  in  such  very  great  haste,  because 
he  ought  to  recollect  that  they  had  waited  a  good  while  tot  him, 
while  he  was  canvassing  in  Scotland. 

REVOLUTIOK   COHHSHOKA'TIOK'  BtLL. 

Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  completely  with  the  honourable  gentle< 
man  (Mr.  J.  H.  Browne),  that  the  fittest  time  to  establish  a  com- 
memoration of  the  reviJution  was,  when  parties,  otherwise  oppo- 
site, concurred  in  endeavouring  which  should  best  commemorate 
that  important  event.  But  he  differed  from  the  worthy  baronet 
(Sir  Joseph  Mawbey)  in  one  respect,  because,  so  far  from  think- 
ing the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  not  subscribe  to  their 
column,  they  reckoned  on  their  subscribing  largely,  as  they  were 
ready  to  subscribe  to  their  thanksgiving ;  but  from  what  the  ho- 
nourable baronet  had  said  in  favour  of  their  column  plan,  should 
there  be  a  deBciency,  tbey  had  now  learnt  that  they  might  look 
up  to  him  for  large  resources.  Witli  regard  to  the  trouble  the 
bill  would  give  the  parsons,  when  it  was  considered  how  essen- 
tially benefitted  the  church  had  been  by  the  revolution,  it  surely 
could  not  be  improper  to  oblige  the  ministers  of  it  once  a  year  to 
put  themselves,  as  well  as  their  congregations,  in  mind  of  that 
event  from  which  the  church  had  derived  such  very  important 
advantages.  As  to  whether  the  wording  of  the  preamble  should 
stand,  as  the  amendment  had  been  first  proposed  by  an  honour- 
able gentleman  near  him,  or  whetlter  it  should  run  *'  That  God's 
providence  upon  the  virtuous  efforts  of  our  ancestors,"  &c.  Sic. 
Mr.  Sheridan  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  immaterial 
signification ;  and  the  contending  about  such  a  trifle  reminded 
him,  if  it  were  not  thought  too  ludicrous  a  comparison  for  the  oc- 
casion, of  what  Dogberry  said  in  Shakspeare^s  play  of  "  Much 
Ado  about  Nothing,"  when,  in  the  examination  of  C^nrade  and 
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Borachio,  he  taya,  "  Write  Ood  fint ;  for  God  defend,  but  Oad 

should  go  before  such  villains." 
The  hiU  WM  directed  to  ht  rtporttd  o>  tkt  29lh- 


JVKS  30. 
BILL   FOR   REGULATING   ROTAL   SCOTCH   BOROVOBS. 
Mr.  Sheridan  brought  in  this  bill  for  regulating  the  royal 
Scotch  borouglfB,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  upon  motioD 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  Jaaui  Johnilone  dtetaring  IhtU  mneh  rtfont  wot  wtmitd  iuSe»lhad,  bttl, 
w  aparitlf^fparlieulari,  that  T^ornxkich  IhtUU  htldomiwaMnaedh**;aui, 
thertfore,  nJm  the  honour^le  ffoUlmum  wokU  My  Ihttt  h»  introduetd  Iht  biB 
mtrtlji  to  OMKH  tit  kotm,  and  did  not  ■um  teriotulf  to  Mrg»  it,  ht  wmM  epmmt 
thtkoaae. 

Mr.  Sheridan  assured  the  honourable  baronet  that  he  bad  not 
brought  in  the  bill  merely  to  amuse  the  bouse,  but  with  a  snious 
intention  of  endeavouring  to  get  it  passed  into  a  law.  He  hf^ied, 
therefore,  that  the  honourable  baronet  would  not  put  an  eod  to  it, 
and  interrupt  the  other  important  business  of  the  day,  by  counting 
the  house.  If  the  worthy  baronet  could  prove  that  the  grievance 
complained  of  did  not  exist,  let  him  come  to  the  point,  and  do  ao 
on  the  second  reading.  The  petitioners  for  the  bill  were  ready 
to  prove  every  fact  which  the  bill  stated  as  an  existing  evil. 

Sir  Jamei  Johgutene  taumtrtd,  that  ht  >mdtrtlt«d  U  wna  mot  >raaj  to  ptU  m 
mui  to  a  bill  in  tht  way  that  ht  had  propnttd,  t*d  thtr^on  the  towowtfc  gt»- 
llemam  might  eoniimit  to  imwfl  AmieJ^  and  the  Aont  »ith  th*  bill  »omt/ae  d^ 

TOBACCO    REGULATION  "BILL. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed  that,  considering  the  greatness  of  tbe 
subject,  it  was  extremely  to  be  lamented  that  it  had  been  brougbt 
forward  so  near  the  close  of  tbe  sessioa,  when  unfortunately  an 
much  of  tbe  essential  business  Bf  tbe  session  was  before  the  bmtse. 
In  so  thin  a  house  the  bill  could  not  meet  tbe  attention  which  its 
importance  demred ;  and,  tbereftx^  as  gentlemen  did  not  lijte 
the  trouble  of  attendance  to  hear  tbe  exaninaticm  of  witnesses,  be 
wished  that  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  would 
aUow  the  evidence  of  each  day  to  be  printed,  day  by  day,  that 
the  members  of  tbe  bouse  might  have  an  opportunity  of  know. 
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ing  what  passed,  uid  enable  th«iiselTes  fully  to  understand  the 
subject  boCore  it  became  necessary  to  vote  upon  it 

Mr.  PiUadmUttd.fhalilmmldbtMeMMnstgiil»  U>  aHtmpt  to  pom  abOi 
nftmA  mporfoaM  to  l&>  rtrcNM,  witlumi  taJtoBtmriag  at  liatt  to  haet  itptr- 
fretbf  widtntood.  Ht  had  mmm  diMbI,  hotemer,  a*  to  iki  pnpritly  qfprintvig 
Iha  mdenee  dag  by  dag.  betmue,  a*  a  good  dtal  iifvae  light  wot  frtqutntfy  ob- 
tautd  bf  tTon-szoMiwifimi,  il  leoaid  not  eowMjr  OHg  ampMe  ii^orMaHo*  to  Ihr 
member*,  \f  tht  evidexee  of  the  mtnemu  mat  printed  btfore  theg  had  bem  cratt- 
iKamiaed,  He  had  no  o^telioH  to  priiifmg  the  evidence  of  fail  a*  the  eramina- 
liMit(ftadivitnemmueimduded,oreoattogiotverfi^fficieKttimeforgenth- 
mam  to  mat*  Iktmtehei  matter*  qf  it,  b^ore  tho  rtport  teat  made. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered  that  the  right  honoumble  gentleman^s 
mode  of  printing  the  evidence  would  equally  satisfy  him. 

Some  evideneti  having  bten  taamhtd,  the  kmm  a^eioTitd, 


NEWSPAPEE   DDTr    BILL. 
Ok  eom»g  to  th»  tiamee  reilrieliag  neiptnte^fivm  tending  ant  M«iMfMfien  to 
read  for  hirt,  Mr.  Pili  roee  and  tapported  it,  * 

Mb.  Shuioan  considered  it  as  a  principle  too  erroneous  to 
be  introduced  merely  for  the  sake  of  an  advantage  so  extremely 
trivial.  He  was  a  Mend  to  newspapers,  not  merely  because  they 
blazoned  forth  the  virtues  of  the  present  administration,  but  be- 
cause they  proclaimed  their  actions.  He  was  glad  they  would 
state  that  there  was  so  thin  an  attendance  wboi  the  moat  import- 
ant budneas  was  before  the  house.  He  accused  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  as  the  cause  of  the  thin  attendance,  by  wilfully 
and  systematically  putting  off  the  public  business  till  that  period 
of  the  session.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that 
those  who  let  nut  newspapers  derived  two  parts  of  their  liveli- 
hood from  newspapers,  the  one  for  their  loan,  the  other  from  thdr 
sale ;  and,  therdbre,  the  clause  would  not  take  away  their  liveli- 
hood. It  would  nevertheless  take  away  one  port  of  their  livelihood. 
1 1  was  soothing  one  set  of  men  for  oppressing  them,  by  (^pressing 
another)  and  as  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  were  sacriBced  to  the 
shopkeepers,  sonow  the  newsmen  were  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  news- 
paper printers.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  himself  against  the  tax 
itself,  which  he  thought  injudicious,  because  it  would  be  unpro- 
ductive.  He  lamented  the  abuse  of  the  press,  but  thought  that 
it  should  not  be  checked  in  such  a  manner.     The  laws  of  this 
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country  afforded  every  man  who  was  injured  by  tbe  press  ample 
redress,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  in  the  power  of  ministers,  by  un- 
reasonable impositions,  to  load  it  so  as  effectually  to  prereot  its 
exercise.  Tbe  additional  tax  on  advertisements  was  highly  inju- 
dicious, and  would  prove  a  loss  rather  than  an  advantage  to  the 
revenue.  Jt  was  not  the  casual  advertisers,  such  as  the  want  of 
a  horse,  the  sale  of  a  chaise,  the  lous  of  a  watch,  who  were  to  be 
looked  up  to;  but  the  staple  advertisers,  the  auctiooeers  and 
booksellers ;  the  latter  allotted  a  given  sum  for  advertising  ac- 
cording to  the  price  <^  the  book ;  and  if,  by  increasing  the  charge 
of  each  advertisement,  the  given  sum  would  pay  for  so  many  ad- 
vertiBements  short  of  what  it  would  do  f<H-merly,  the  revenue 
must,  consequently,  lose  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  adver- 
tisements diminish. 

Qtltrntl  Pkippt  kmtiing  mKorkad,  that  ^  iht  honourabU  gentlemoK  tpovU  Imie 
the  Iroitblt  to  read  one  of  Ihf  nmiipapert  of  Iht  ttuaing  dag,  ke  would  pererivt 
that  kit  argumtKlt  had  matt  r\f  then  hre»  angutrtd  brfore  he  tutrred  lit  koMtr, 
Mad  cmltttded  thai  the  iitcrtiue  qf  duty  on  the  adeeriitewteitU  wonU  sol  deertate 
llhir  manher. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  he  would  certainly  look  the  next 
day  to  that  miraculous  paper  the  honourable  gentleman  talked 
of,  but  he  did  not  before  know  that  the  Hibernian  journal  was 
printed  in  London  ;  and  no  other  paper  he  should  have  conceived 
would  have  made  him  answer  arguments  which  he  had  nevo- 
beard. 

n«  eoMMJMee  dmded;  aj/et  29 ;  noei  9- 


JCLY  6. 
REFORM  OF  THE  BOYAL  SCOTCH  SURGV8. 
Sir  Jamet  JohMtone  ohierved,  that  at  the  rrform  offrrrd  hy  the  pretext  hW  ko» 
bf  lu  meant  teanted,  he  ihould  ob/ed  to  itt  conmUment.  There  were  ffrieinaKet 
in  Scotland,  bnt  the  eonttifulioru  qf  the  royal  bargha  tcrre  not  amoi^  the  nwnher. 
They  had  no  militia,  nor  any  trial  hy  jury,  ff  a  man  eamtnitted  high  treaton,  he 
mntt  be  tried  by  the  Scotch  laiet,  which  were  different  in  lererat  rnential  reipe^t 
from  thole  qf  England.  Another  circamttanct  wai  with  regard  to  the  gmali/iea- 
tion  ilf  ajtulict  qf  peace  ;  in  England  a  justice  muit  have  a  certain  qnal^ficatUm, 
in  Scotland  none  aas  necessary ;  so  thai  ff  a  justice  in  England  committed  an 
innocent  man  to  prison,  he  eould  obtain  a  remedy  ;  in  Scotland  no  remedy  could 
be  procured.  Sir  James  agreed  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  every  KMit  who  received 
money  from  the  public  should  be  accountable  for  that  money,  and  was  wilting  t» 
eontenl  to  that  part  of  the  biU.     He  spoke  of  the  endless  system  tffUligativn  ■■- 
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der  tha  Scotch  boM,  mid mentioKd  a  eoK  that  kadbtn heard  wine  Uwutowr,  and 
decided  bg  Ihe  amrt  oftettim;  and  nfier  the  math  delermnation  m  ofipMl  tou 
brought  b^ore  Ihe  hmtee  of  lordt,  which  lli^  reweried.  ThmtitfoUcKedlhalfeia 
peraoia  aere  likelg  to  oullim  Ihrir  Itneiuili,  unlet*  at  the  conMmceumf  tff  their 
litigationt  they  aere  f*  a  ttate  i^f  vigortnu  health. 

Mb.  Shekidam  declared,  that  he  eDtertaiced  8o  hif^h  an  opi- 
nion of  the  benevolent  and  patriotic  principles  of  the  honourable 
baronet,  as  to  rest  asBured  that  he  would  not  oppose  any  measure 
which  be  thought  calculated  to  answer  the  end  of  civil  liberty. 
The  honourable  banmet  thought  the  grievances  which  the  bill 
went  to  remedy,  were  only  imaginary;  but  he  had  stated  a  va- 
riety of  other  grievances  which  he  knew  to  exist  with  respect  to 
Scotland  in  general;  and  which,  instead  of  being  an  argument 
against  the  bill,  afibrded  a  strong  presumption,  that  the  griev. 
ances  of  which  the  promoters  of  Ihe  bill  complained  existed  also. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  honourable  baronet  would  suffer  the  bill 
to  go  to  a  committee,  where  alone  he  could  be  satisfied  by  proof, 
that  grievances  which  he  conceived  to  be  imaginary  did  exist, 
and  called  loudly  for  redress.  Before  entering  on  the  bill,  he 
would  say  a  few  words  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  proceeded.  The  business  had  been  taken  up,- 
four  years  ago,  hy  persons  of  the  first  credit  and  respectability 
in  the  different  borougha ;  and  conducted  since  that  time  with 
peculiar  temper  and  pemeverance.  They  had  corresponded,  they 
had  met  and  consulted  on  the  most  constitutional  mode  of  apply- 
ing for  redress;  they  had  resorted  to  no  improper  or  infiam- 
matory  means.  This,  surely,  was  not  the  conduct  of  bad  sub- 
jects, or  men  who  were  enemies  to  regularity  and  good  govern- 
ment. Of  fifty-six  boroughs,  fifty-two  had  concurred  in  the  ap- 
plication to  parliament ;  and  of  these,  all  the  burgesses,  but  those 
who  were  in  the  practice  of  abuse,  and  derived  a  benefit  from  it. 
Their  petition,  signed  by  9000  persons,  certainly  proved  that 
they  complained  j  ustly,  and  they  wi^ed  only  for  an  opportunity 
of  substantiating  their  complaints.  The  first  object  of  the  bill 
was,  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  want  of  a  judicature,  before 
which  the  magistrates  should  be  compelled  to  produce  their  ac- 
counts ;  and  the  second,  was  to  prevent  the  magistrates  from 
electing  their  own  body,  one  set  at  present  choosing  another  in 
regular  succession.  The  consequence  of  this  abuse  was  a  waste 
of  public  mmey,  an  oppressive  exercise  of  usurped  power,  and 
arbitrary  impontions  arbitrarily  levied  by  imprisonmoit  and 
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other  penalties.  These  were  natunl  consequences.  Wbenerer 
there  was  power  without  reBponsibility,  there  irould  be  abuse. 
This  was  the  ordinary  cnurse  of  things,  and  he  wished  it  not  to 
be  otherwise,  but  to  stand  as  an  important  lesson  to  mankind, 
not  to  grant  power  without  estaUishing  the-  means  of  paairiiing 
the  Diisuae  of  it.  On  this  obvious  priod{^  the  abuses  in  the 
internal  goreminent  of  the  Scots  boroughs  were  easily  traced  to 
tbdr  source — the  perpetuity  of  the  same  junto  of  magistrates, 
and  the  burgesses  having  no  means  of  redress  or  controL  F<Nrty 
of  the  charters,  copies  of  which  were  before  the  house,  contained 
clauses  favourable  to  the  rights  of  the  burgesses,  and  only  five 
to  the  assumed  rights  of  the  magistrates ;  therefOTe,  no  iiinov»- 
titm  was  proposed.  The  chart»  <^  Stirling  bad  been  newly 
modelled  by  Mr.  Dundas,  in  the  manoar  which  he  conceived  to 
be  most  advantageous.  The  plan  established  for  Stirling  was  very 
neariy  the  same  with  that  now  proposed  for  the  other  boroughs; 
and  what  the  learned  and  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
l^ught  good  fot  one)  he  must,  if  he  acted  consiBtently,  apjative 
of  for  the  whole.  He  was  ready  to  make  out  as  strong  a  case^ 
and  to  prove  abuses  as  flagrant  as  had  been  the  ground  of  reform- 
ing the  borough  of  Stirling.  The  honourable  baronet  had  ad- 
mitted, that  the  magistrates  ought  to  account  for  the  public 
money ;  yet,  there  was  no  judicature  before  which  they  could  be 
called  to  account ;  neither  by  the  court  of  aesdon,  the  exchequer, 
nor  the  convention  of  del^^tes.  The  latter,  indeed,  would  be  s 
very  imperfect  remedy,  if  it  existed ;  for,  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  those  who  were  in  the  practice  of  abuse  themselves, 
would  be  very  ready  to  pronounce  against  those  who  wne  simi- 
larly accused.  To  prove  that  the  exchequer  had  no  juriadictian, 
Mr.  Sheridan  read  an  opinicm  of  the  court,  solemnly  disdaitrauag 
it  m  a  case  brought  before  them ;  and  declared  that  he  was  ready 
to  join  issue  with  those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  IHll,  on  tbe 
angle  point,  that  no  competent  judicature  to  that  effect  existed 
in  Scotland.  It  was  not  necessary  to  waste  time  in  debating  on 
the  subject ;  goitlemai  migfat  make  themselves  masters  of  it, 
by  reading  the  publications  respecting  it,  which  were  written  iu 
a  very  able  manner  on  the  part  of  the  reftvmers,  and  had  not 
been,  in  any  degree,  answered  by  their  opponents.  These  not  de> 
pending  on  hypothetical  arguments,  but  founded  on  &cta  and 
ocofirmed  by  proofs,  -would  convince  any  person  who  took  the 
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trouble  of  p^usiDg  them  with  atteDtioD*  that  the  grievances  oom- 
plaioed  (^  vere  not  imaffnaiy,  and  that  the  remedy  propowd  wa» 
Dot  an  innovation,  but  agreeable  to  the  oncimt  rigfata  and  privi- 
leges of  the  boroughs.  Was  the  case  otherwise,  it  would  be- 
come the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  extend  to  Scotland  those  ad- 
vantages of  the  constitution  of  En^and,  which  it  did  not  possess 
by  its  own. 

Sir  JimmJohutime  etmrvtd.  thai  theoiiriitfeKAtqiitrfimmt  that  Uptm- 
tttieiuejwritdictian  mtr  iliebvmiglu,  ijF  a  m^oritjf  ^  om  jttdg*  <mlf,  tfttr 
tmreuuig  it  Aw  htiadrtd  year*. 

Mr.  Dundtu  mutrlctd,  thai  Iha  honottrabk  pcsflnun  wAa  Add  takat  nfom  Um- 
n^  tht  tatJe  ^f  r^irnKtitg  the  rogal  biayht  iff  Scallmid,  hoi  latdf  argued  the  im- 
proprirtynf  bringing  forvardhimaetKtfpMic  importmut  at  toiatt  a  ptriod  1/ 
Iht  ffMioa.  On  thit  groumd,  he  took  it  for  grtotied,  thai  he  nof  mot  MnoM  m 
the]>nipatUie»hehadiiibimltedlolhehmt»K;  and  that  the  grievaneei  eciiq)tai9ed 
^  mere  tot  qf  tmeh  am  importtmttuHirt  a*  UdaimmiKh^  the  alttHiiuKtf  par- 
Uammt.  Ilicaimala  UttU  raatarkiMe,  thai  Ihatgh  therv  apptarrd  oteanmaOg 
a  eoatidrrable  iiffertnee  1/  poUieoJ  apbaon  amomg  Ihoee  gentlemtm  wka  rtpre^ 
moled  the  northern  part  nf  the  Ungiom,  fit  ium  (/  theta  maid  be/owid  to  et- 
ponte  the  eautt  ofrtform,  bat,  forgtlling  the  anbnontiei  ofpartg,  theg  had  eon- 
federated  for  the  pvrpoee  of  oppretting  the  poor  bnrgeneE  of  ScoiUmd.  Tie 
hononrobU  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  therefore  been  telecied  at  the  ehanpion 
icho  mu  to  reteue  themfnnn  the  opprtuumt  nnder  leMek  they  had  to  long  la- 
boured ;  bat  at  he  coaid  not  aagmre  hit  hnoKladge  tf  the  latgeclfivm  heal  ae- 
qtiaintanee  leilh  the  eotnfrjr,  a  long  oatalogue  ^  their  tnppoted  grieoaneei  had 
been  pniUthed  for  the  hononrablegenlleman't  iifformalUm.and  he  new  came  for- 
loard  tnth  one  imtple  propotiUon,  the  otgeet  of  tehieh  teat  to  owrfsm  and  repeat 
the  whole  eanttiiviion  of  the  royoi  bnrghi  qf  Seollaid  ettt^lithed  forfmtr  Ami- 
dredyear*. 

Mr.  Sheridan  requested  the  indulgence  of  the  bouse  while  he 
made  a  few  observations  on  the  very  unfair  and  illiberal  manner 
in  which  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Dun- 
das)  had  argued  the  question.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  emphatically 
said,  that  as  he  intended  aa  a  fiiture  occasion  to  adt^  the  idea 
suggested,  of  moving  for  a  committee  <^  inquiry,  be  would  not 
then  Insist  on  dividing  the  house ;  but  he  would  assure  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  that  retying  on  the  ability, 
the  spirit,  and  perseverance  of  those  who  did  him  the  honour  of 
tntrusting  thrir  cause  to  him,  no  exertion  of  his  should  be  want- 
ing to  accomplish  the  great  object  which  he  had  in  view.  The 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleiban  had  very  uncandidly 
thrown  out  hints,  as  if  he  was  not  serious  in  the  cause ;  and  Uiat 
he  had  taken  it  up  for  no  other  reason  but  to  court  popularity.  It 
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had  been  the  usual  language  of  that  house  to  impute  no  oUier 
iDotives  to  gentlemen,  than  what  theii  actions  justified.  Perh^is, 
the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  judged  of  him  fmm 
his  own  practice.  He  assured  him,  however,  that  he  was  not  am- 
bitious of  having  statues  erected  to  commemorate  his  labours ; 
but  he  should  always  lend  his  aid  to  the  removal  of  oppresmoD, 
come  from  what  quarter  it  might.  It  would  be  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance if  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  as  the 
tniniBter  of  Scotland,  eDJo3ring  as  he  did  the  confidence  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  would  employ  a  little  of 
his  influence  in  endeavouring  to  extend  the  blessings  of  civil 
liberty,  instead  of  parliamentary  jobbing  and  political  intrigue. 
Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  that  the  budness  of  the  reform  had  been 
delayed  to  a  later  period  of  the  sesuoo  than  he  could  have 
wished ;  but  if  firom  that  circumstance  the  right  honourable  and 
learned  gendeman  argued  that  he  was  not  serious,  what  opinion 
nait  he  entertain  of  his  right  honourable  Mend  near  him  (Mr. 
Pitt),  who,  at  the  same  period  of  the  sesuon  had  brought  for- 
ward a  subject  of  so  much  magnitude  and  importance  as  a  gene- 
ral  excise  on  tobacco  P  To  those  who  contended  that  the  griev- 
ances of  which  he  complained  were  imaginary,  the  beet  answer 
he  could  give  was,  that  all  he  desired  was  to  be  permitted  to  go 
into  a  proof  of  them ;  and  for  that  purpose,  if  it  was  j  udged  too 
late  to  undertake  it  in  the  present  session,  he  certainly  would 
bring  forward  that  question  early  in  the  next.  As  to  the  parlia- 
mentary reform  to  which  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gea~ 
tleman  had  alluded,  he  ought,  with  one  Zeno,  to  have  mentioned 
one  William  Pitt,  and  one  Duke  of  Richmond,  advocates  for 
that  salutary  measure.  The  case  of  the  burgh  of  Sliding,  Mr. 
Sheridan  considered  as  an  unanswerable  argument  in  his  favour ; 
and  if  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  no  desire 
to  inquire  into  the  success  of  his  own  good  works,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  inform  him,  from  authority,  that  the  town  of  Stirling,  id 
its  trade  and  manufactures,  had  still  the  benefit  of  its  new  coosti- 
tution,  and  it  comprehended  nearly  all  that  he  desired.  He  was 
not  surprised  that  he  should  object  to  annual  elections ;  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  more  consonant  to  his  political  opinioos, 
if  the  magistrates  and  councils  were  to  be  elected  for  life ;  and  to 
prevent  that  dissipation  and  debauchery  which  he  had  mentioned 
as  the  evil  consequences  of  a  general  election,  he  had  not  a  doubt, 
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but  to  obviate  these  evils  lie  would  give  hi§  coosent  to  a  perpe- 
tual parliament.  As  to  the  annual  amount  of  the  revenues  of  the 
burghs,  though  ^100,000  might  not  appear  to  be  a  very  large 
sum  in  the  eyes  of  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman, 
its  amount  and  value  ought  to  be  estimated  from  its  relation 
to  the  gen«^  source  of  the  whole ;  and,  in  proportion  as  they 
were  scanty,  that,  in  his  opinitHi,  was  an  additional  reason  to 
put  an  end  to  the  abuse  and  mbmanagement  of  the  little  they 
possessed.  Tbe^right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was 
mistaken  if  he  ima^ned  that,  because  be  opposed  the  bill,  be 
should  have  the  members  for  Scotland  on  his  nde.  He  was 
bappy  ty  find  the  sentiments  of  many  <^  those  gentlemoi  favour- 
able to  the  hill,  and  be  had  not  a  dmibt  of  their  support.  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  that  in  alluding  to  the  annual  convention  of 
delegates,  be  did  not  mean  to  reflect  on  any  of  them  individually ; 
but  as  that  assembly  was  chosen  by  those  who  were  accused  of 
ddinqueocyi  they,  by  having  a  common  burgh  interest,  were 
certainly  not  the  fittest  persons  to  inquire  into  abuses  which  it 
was  their  interest  to  conceal.  He  c<Hicluded  with  declaring  his 
sincere  conviction  of  the  truth  of  every  fact  be  had  stated  ;  and 
if,  on  a  future  day,  be  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  prevail  in  tbe 
cause  which  be  had  undertakai,  that  day  he  should  coondw  a* 
one  of  the  proudest  and  happiest  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Diada*  taumrtd,  that  iitn  the  haaoMrabh  gu^l*ma»Jb*t  memluMtd  (• 
Aim  Am  intmlum  of  moving  the  bill,  ht  had  imformti  Urn  ht  thotM  oppote  il  ra 
nccounl  of  Ihe  imgutarilg  qf  hit  bringing  M  a  bill  witkoHl  having  a  prtvi<mt 
committte  to  inqnin  into  the  fact*  evrnphamtd  qf.  7^  honoarabU  grntUmait  had 
laid  him  that  il  would  not  be  exmdid  is  him  to  take  that  line  of  objeetian ;  leAai 
he  had  replied  thai  he  certainly  tiotid,  a*d  he  had  aow  eppoted  it  aeeordingtj/. 

Tieqvtiiimfor  tarnmifting  the  biU  mu  wfotieed  mtkoni  a  (Ktwiwi. 


July  10. 
hotioh  for  a.couhitteb  of  fihanci. 
Mb.  Sbebidan  now  rose  and  introduced  tbe  points  which 
led  to  his  intended  motion  for  a  committee  of  finance,  with  the 
remark,  that  considering  the  importance  of  the  business,  on  the 
disGussioD  of  which  he  was  about  to  enter,  he  felt  that  he  ought 
to  have  submitted  it  to  the  house  at  an  earlin-  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, when  a  fuUer  attendance  of  members  might  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  those  who  did  attend,  might  have  been  more  dis- 
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posed  to  bestow  on  it  that  degree  of  attention,  which  an  iaquiij 
of  so  much  importance  to  themBelve*,  their  oosRtituenta,  and  the 
nation  at  large  demanded.  That  he  hod  not  done  ao,  was  owing 
to  a  right  bonourahle  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  who,  according  to 
his  usual  cuitom,  had  deferred  opening  the  budget  till  a  period 
of  the  Besnon  which  lie  thought  likely  to  render  any  Bufasequent 
examination  of  his  own  HtatemeDt  of  the  finances  impracticable. 
After  this  and  other  necessary  steps  of  moving  for  papers  and 
accounts  had  be«i  taken,  yesterday  was  fixed  oa  as  the  day ;  and 
he  had  come  down  with  his  head  full  of  figures  a  few  minutes 
after  four ;  but,  unfisrtunately,  the  Speaker  had  entered  into  a 
previous  calculation,  and  finding  a  deficit  of  membersj^  deficit 
which  he  oould  not  help  thinking  ominous  of  a  deficit  in  the 
finances,  he  executed  his  duty,  and  adjourned  the  house.  The 
surplus  of  members,  now  he  was  speaking,  was  not  great— be 
was  afraid  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  would  be  less.  By  tbe 
delay  of  a  few  days,  which  he  had  agreed  to,  that  the  chancellar 
(if  the  exchequer  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  <^  bis 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  OrenviQe)  who  had  been  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  accounts  in  1786,  some  advantage  had  beoa 
obtained,  inasmuch  as  it  had  given  time  to  move  (or  additional 
papers  to  correct  the  errors  of  those  for  which  he  had  fonneriy 
moved.  He  could  not,  however,  see  the  reason  why  the  chancd- 
lor  of  the  exchequ^  should  have  been  so  anxious  for  the  assist- 
ance of  his  right  honourable  friend,  since  any  other  member  of 
the  committee  might  have  been  able  to  explain  and  drfend  the 
report ;  and  since  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  himself,  who 
had  adopted  the  principles  and  the  calculations  of  the  r^xfft, 
might  have  been  supposed  to  be  fully  maater  of  what  he  had  thus 
made  his  own,  and  capable  of  refuting  any  ohjecdoos  that  could 
be  urged  against  it.  Had  the  budget  been  opened,  as  it  cer- 
tainly might  have  been,  before  the  Speaker  was  voted  into  the 
choir,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  must  have  beoi  deprived 
of  tbe  assistance  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  who  must  have 
remained  mute  and  immoveable  in  the  chair,  like  a  magician 
tired  of  his  own  spell ;  without  the  power  of  succouring  his 
friend,  whatever  might  have  been  his  ditrtress,  or  howeva  loudly 
he  had  invdied  bis  aid.  The  rij^t  honouraUe  gentlenum  was 
now  advanced  from  the  dignity  of  Speaker,  to  quote  die  language 
of  a  noble  marquis  near  him,  to  the  higher  dignity  of  secretary 
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of  Btate ;  and  oot  only  to  that,  but  also  to  the  post  of  deputy 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  His  right  honourable  friend,  tak- 
ing example  from  the  University  vbich  he  represented,  conceived 
there  ought  to  be  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  enjoy  all  the 
honour  and  the  patronage  of  the  office ;  and  a  vice-chancellor,  to 
take  uptm  him  the  labour  and  the  drudgery  of  investigating  ac- 
counts. Much  OS  he  respected  the  abilities  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  been  bo  earnestly  called  to  office,  he 
was  not  afraid  to  encounter  them  on  the  present  occasion.  Stand- 
ing as  he  did  on  figures  and  fair  indisputable  calculation,  he 
dreaded  not  the  opposition  of  the  first  abilities,  whether  separate 
or  conjoined. 

Upon  this  occasion  he  should  assume  as  a  leading  principle 
what  he  supposed  would  not  be  denied — that  the  state  of  the 
finances  ought  to  be  fully  examined  and  fairly  made  known  to 
the  country ;  that  in  order  to  confirm  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  confidence  in  the  legislature,  which  alone  could  make  them 
cheerfully  submit  to  the  burdens  imposed  upon  them,  they  ought 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  full  extent  of  the  public  debt,  re- 
venue, and  expenditure;  and,  instead  of  being  imposed  on  by  flat- 
tering prospects  and  temporizing  projects,  have  their  true  situa- 
tion at  once  laid  before  tbem.  If  it  should  be  maintained  that 
there  ought  to  be  delusion,  that  the  people,  to  be  induced  to  bear, 
must  never  be  permitted  to  judge ;  what  he  had  to  offer  would 
be  impertinent.  But,  if  it  was  once  admitted  there  ought  to  be  a 
public  investigation  of  the  public  revenue,  there  could  be  no  difli- 
culty  in  repeating  that  sort  of  inquiry  which  had  been  made  be- 
fore ;  examining  how  far  former  calculations  had  been  verified 
by  experience ;  and  making,  if  necessary,  a  new  statement  of  the 
public  resources  and  the  public  expenditure.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  do  this  because  he  thought  the  result  of  the  inquiry  would 
afford  cause  for  despondence.  The  resources  of  the  country,  he 
was  persuaded,  were  more  than  equal  to  its  burdens ;  the  only 
danger  was  in  shunning  inquiry,  in  endeavouring  to  gloss  over 
tbe  one,  and  neglecting  to  draw  forth  the  other.  He  did  not  mean 
to  ascribe  the  least  blame  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fut; 
endeavouring  to  begin  the  liquidation  of  tbe  public  debt  in  I786; 
what  he  blamed  was,  that  when  he  came  to  wind  up  the  expenses 
of  tbe  war,  he  had  not  fortitude  and  candour  to  state  the  account 
fairly.    At  the  end  of  a  war,  which,  though  expensive  and  partly 
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unsuccessful,  had  been  glorious, — which  had  displayed  the  power 
and  reaources  of  the  nation — which  had  exhibited  it  contending 
against  the  united  force  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland ;  repd- 
ling  their  attacks  and  scattering  their  fleets ;  the  people  had  in- 
trepidity and  patriotism  enough  to  look  their  true  situation  in  the  . 
face,  and  to  submit  to  taxes  necessary  to  maintain  a  peace  esta- 
blishment, pay  the  interests  of  their  debts,  and  provide  a  surplus 
for  their  gradual  liquidation.  But  when  they  found,  after  being 
told  that  they  had  such  a  surplus,  and  after  four  years  of  pro- 
found peace,  that  instead  of  reducing  their  expenses,  they  must 
bear  new  taxes  to  pay  the  interest  of  fresh  loans — they  must  loe<e 
all  confidence  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  whom  thdr 
confidence  bad  been  so  gratuitous  and  unbounded — they  must  lose 
all  confidence  in  the  government — all  confidence  in  their  own  re- 
presentatives, and  look  upon  themselves  in  the  light  of  being  de- 
ceived and  oppressed.  Granting  that  a  change  of  administration 
had  taken  place  on  an  occasion  when,  they  all  recollected,  it  was 
generally  expected ; — what  would  have  been  the  effect  of  this  de- 
ception P  The  people  had  been  told  that  they  had  an  annual 
million  surplus;  they  were  incessantly  told,  he  would  not  say 
from  authority,  but  by  all  the  ministerial  prints,  that  they  might 
look  for  another  million  surplus ;  and  the  delusi<»  was  still  fur- 
ther increased  by  the  minister  himself,  who  had  repeatedly  said 
that  an  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  expense  of  ^^600,000  would 
be  defrayed  without  any  extraordinary  supply.  This  sum,  in 
four  years,  was  only  =^150,000  a  year;  and,  to  compare  the  re- 
venue of  a  nation  with  that  of  an  individual — ^if  a  person  with 
an  estate  of  ^16,000  a  year,  should  not  be  able  to  bear  an  un- 
foreseen expense  of  ^150  a-year  his  expenses  must  be  very  ill 
accommodated  to  his  income,  or  he  must.be  a  very  bad  econo- 
mist. Such,  however,  was  the  case:  when  the  chancellor  of  tbe 
exchequer  stated  this  sum  as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  year,  he 
had  never  said  that  an  extraordinary  supply  would  be  wanted  on 
account  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  remarked,  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  no  extraordinary  supply  would  be  necessary  ;  which 
meant,  if  it  meant  any  thing,  that  the  revenue  was  sufficient  to 
provide  iix  this  sum  and  the  surplus  million  also.  Suppose  then 
a  change  of  ministry  to  have  taken  place,  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  have  been  appointed  first  lord  <^  the  treasury,  and  John  Ca- 
vendish to  have  testified  his  zeal  for  the  public  service  by  un- 
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dertaking  tbe  office  of  chaocellw  of  the  exchequer,  and  to  have 
come  to  parliament  to  propose  a  loan  for  this  extraordinary  ex- 
pense, and  taxes  to  pay  the  interest,  as  his  first  official  act,  what 
would  have  been  the  consequence  P  Nothing  would  have  been 
heard  but  clamour. — "  Mr.  Pitt,"  it  would  have  been  echoed 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  "  kept  up  public 
credit  and  provided  a  surplus ;  these  men  borrow  money,  lay 
taxes,  and  squander  the  revenue  by  anticipation."  Had  they 
done  what  it  would  have  been  thedr  duty  to  do ; — had  they  stated, 
once  for  all,  the  true  situation  of  tbe  finances,  borrowed  whatever 
sums  it  might  have  appeared  necessary  to  borrow,  and  imposed 
taxes  to  pay  the  interest,  tbe  clamour  against  them  would  have 
been  much  great«-.  Had  they  done,  on  the  other  hand,  what 
some  pe<^1e  would  have  thought  more  for  their  own  convenience; 
had  they  temporized  with  the  state  of  the  finances ;  had  tbey 
eked  them  out  by  expedients,  and  thereby  continued  the  delu- 
sion ;  the  deception  must  have  gone  on  till  it  was  too  gross  to  be 
concealed — the  bubble  must  have  burst  at  last,  and  all  confidence 
in  parliament  would  have  been  lost. 

After  this  exordium,  which  Mr.  Sheridan  contended  was  not 
extraneous  matter,  he  stated  the  four  propositions,  in  fact,  founded 
upon  the  report  of  tbe  select  committee.   They  were  in  substance  * 
as  follows : — 

nrhat  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  in  1786,  to  exa- 
mine and  state  the  several  accounts  relating  to  the  public  income 
and  expenditure ;  and  to  report  the  probable  amount  of  the  in- 
come and  expenditure  in  future,  docs  not  appear  lo  have  been 
founded  in  fact  nor  verified  by  experience. 

That  for  the  three  last  years  the  expenditure  has  exceeded  the 
income  two  millions,  and  may  be  expected  to  do  so  for  three  years 
to  come. 

That  no  progress  has  hitherto  been  made  in  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt. 

That  there  is  no  ground  of  rational  expectation  that  any  pro- 
gress can  be  made  without  a  considerable  increase  of  the  annual 
income  or  reduction  of  the  expenses. 

The  first  circumstance  to  be  considered  was — Did  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
adopted  all  the  calculations  and  all  the  reasoning  of  that  report, 
hold  out  the  expectation,  that  after  1786  there  would  be  no  oe- 
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ceBsity  for  a  loan  P  Ad  hooourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Steele)  had 
asserted,  on  his  recollection,  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
did  not  thus  calculate  and  reason ;  but  that  he  stated  the  proba- 
bility of  a  loan  of  one  or  two  millions.  Mr.  Sheridan  contended, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  asserted  that  he  would, 
by  taxes,  and  regulations  of  taxes,  make  the  revenue  equal  to 
the  expenditure,  including  the  million  surplus  for  the  reductioo 
of  the  public  debt.  He  would  not,  however,  argue  from  memory, 
but  refer  to  the  internal  evidence  of  the  report.  The  report  stated 
what  might  be  expected  to  be  the  amount  of  the  annual  income 
and  expenditure ;  also  what  might  be  expected  to  be  the  amount 
of  the  extraordinaries :  not,  indeed,  of  the  army,  the  navy,  or  the 
ordnance,  (these  were  beneath  the  notice  of  Uie  committee)  but 
of  the  miscellaneous  services.  They  had  erred,  however,  in  tfaar 
calculations,  as  appeared  by  the  event,  to  the  amount  of  ^600,000. 
The  report  next  stated  the  extraordinary  means ;  and  on  a  com- 
parison of  the  one  with  the  other,  concluded  with  this  observa- 
tion : — "  Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive  that  the  means 
of  defraying  the  expenses,  exclusive  of  the  average  income  above 
stated,  may  be  expected  to  be  Rufficient  for  the  purpose."  In 
considering  the  extraordinary  means,  the  committee  had,  dk»«- 
'  over,  adverted  to  a  loan,  although  they  had  computed  the  extra- 
ordinary services,  till  the  year  1790,  at  three  millions,  which,  he 
contended,  would  amount  to  twelve;  and  having  adverted  to  it, 
had  stated  their  reasons  for  thinking  it  would  not  be  necessary. 
It  was,  therefore,  obvious,  that  after  having  had  it  in  thdr  oon. 
templation,  -they  had  laid  aside  the  idea  of  a  loan,  when  they 
stated  the  extraordinary  receipt  as  equal  to  the  extraordinary 
expenditure.  Of  these  fancied  resourcea,  the  crown  lands  and 
unclaimed  dividends  had  produced  nothing.  Re  did  not  mean 
to  argue  that  they  ought  to  have  been  productive,  but  only  to 
blame  the  fallacy  of  holding  forth  visionary  ideas  of  revenue,  and 
calculating  on  them  as  real.  The  concludicg  paragraph  of  the 
report  went  still  farther: — it  stated,  that  the  then  subsisting 
taxes,  if  the  due  collection  could  be  enforced  by  means  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  would  probably  afford  an  ample  provisicm  for 
any  deficiencies  which  might  at  any  time  be  found,  either  in  the 
extraordinary  resources,  or  in  the  particulars  which  compose  the 
general  income  of  the  public;  and  would  insure  a  permaneDt  an- 
nual surplus,  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  ilebt. 
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There  was  not  only  provision  fot  all  extraordinary  expenses  and 
unforeseen  deficiencies,  but  an  exuberance  of  revenue ;  after  8tat< 
ing  which,  it  was  impossible  that  the  comioittee  could  have  held 
forth  the  idea  of  a  Itnn,  or  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
when  he  adopted  the  report  throughout,  could  have  said  that  a 
loan  to  any  amount  was  probable.  A  loan,  however,  had  ac- 
tually taken  place,  and  eo  far  the  calculation  of  the  committee 
had  failed. 

The  committee  had  estimated  the  annual  income,  exclunve  of 
the  land  and  malt  tax,  at  ^12,794,471.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  stated  it,  for  the  last  year,  and  as  what  it  was 
likely  to  amount  to  in  future,  at  £lS,Q<yj,64Z,  and  had  asked 
him,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  if  he  did  not  admit  that  the  estimate 
of  the  committee  had  been,  not  only  verified,  but  exceeded?— 
Had  this  been  the  fact,  the  produce  of  the  first  year,  after  their 
calculation,  had  fallen  .fSOOiOOO  short  of  it.  He  was  aware  he 
should  be  told  this  had  been  an  extraordiaary  year,  and  that  the 
customs  had  fallen  short  on  account  of  the  commercial  treaty 
being  then  in  agitation.  This  was  a  fair  argument  with  r^ard 
to  that  year :  if  it  was  improper  for  him  to  argue  from  a  year 
particularly  unfavourable,  so  was  it  for  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer  to  calculate  on  any  one  year  particularly  favourable. 
The  committee  had  turned  their  backs  on  an  average  of  several 
years,  which  was  the  only  true  ground  of  estimate;  and  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  rested  bis  estimate  mi  the  produce  of  the 
last  year.  Rejecting  an  average,  was  the  blunder  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  now  copied  their 
example.  They  calculated  on  another,  and  both  of  them  were 
favourable.  If  they  meant  to  take  an  average  of  two  years  only, 
the  year  preceding  and  the  year  following  the  commercial  treaty 
were  the  proper  years ;  because,  as  much  as  the  customs  were  in- 
jured by  the  expectation  of  it  the  one  year,  so  much  would  they 
naturally  be  increased  the  year  after  it  took  place ;  as  every  man 
who  delayed  completing  his  stock  of  brandy  or  French  wine,  in 
the  hope  of  importing  at  a  reduced  duty,  would  import  so  much 
the  more  as  soon  as  the  duty  took  place.  The  commercial  treaty, 
however,  had  now  its  full  operation  on  every  branch  of  the  re- 
venue ;  and  if  the  average  of  the  last  three  years  were  taken,  it 
would  appear  that  the  produce  was  about  .^30^000  less  than  it 
had  been  calculated  by  the  committee.    The  net  produce  of  ciin- 
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toms,  excise,  stamps,  aod  incidents,  from  the  5th  of  January, 
1786,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1787,  was  jei3,389,666;  from  178? 
to  1788,  £12,923,134;  from  1788.  to  1789,  ^13,007,642;  the 
average  of  .which  was  £1S,773,443;  deficient,  as  be  had  stated, 
about  ^30,000 ;  and  the  same  would  be  the  case,  whether  reck- 
oned from  January  to  January,  or  from  April  to  April.  This 
deficiency  was  not  great,  but  it  was  not  the  whole  deficiency. 
The  committee  calcuUted  on  the  then  subsisting  taxes,  and  since 
that  time,  some  open,  and  much  greato*  clandestine  additions, 
had  been  made  to  them.  By  the  amount  of  all  these  addidoos, 
added  to  .£'30,000  did  the  revenue  fall  short  of  the  calculation. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  opraly  laid  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  .£100,000  in  order  to  make  up  the  surplus  million ; 
and  he  had  recourse  to  other  taxes  which  he  did  not  avow,  but 
which,  under  the  specious  name  of  regulatitms,  were  as  mudi 
levied  on  the  subject,  as  if  the  same  sums  had  been  raised  by  new 
taxes  under  a  new  name.  He  did  not  disapprove  of  increamng 
the  revenue ;  but  he  disapproved  of  laying  taxes  any  way  but 
openly.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  might  have  reasons  for 
acting  otberwise.  He  knew  that  his  word  was  pledged  that  no 
more  taxes  would  be  necessary.  His  credit  was  at  stake ;  and 
what  he  feared  to  do  openly,  and  by  its  proper  name,  he  chose. to 
do  clandestinely  under  a  specious  colour.  Had  be  owned  bis 
mistake,  and  come  fairly  forward,  the  house  and  the  public  would 
have  readily  allowed  that  calculations  of  revenue  were  liable  to 
error,  and  he  would  have  lost  no  confidence ;  but  being  once  in  a 
mistake  he  determined  to  persist;  and  whilst  he  professed  to  be 
making  provisions  against  smugglers,  was  himself  smutting  m 
tax  under  the  wrapper  of  a  regulation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  proceeded  to  reckon  up  the  amount  of  the 
tax  upon  wood  imported,  of  the  additional  tax  on  paper,  on  the 
Scots  distillery,  licensing  ale-houses,  and  the  cwsolidation  act 
which,  being  added  to  the  resources  calculated  on  by  the  com- 
mittee, ought  to  have  produced  on  an  average  ^300,000  abore 
their  estimate.  There  was,  therefore,  a  defalcation  of  that  sum 
on  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes.  He  next  calculated  the 
amount  of  the  land  and  malt  tax,  which,  although  regularly  takm 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  at  ^2,750,000,  did  not  pro- 
duce, on  an  average  of  three  years,  more  than  £2,430,000.  The 
whole  annual  produce  of  all  the  taxes,  including  the  luid  and 
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malt  tax,  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  yean,  was  only 
^15,203,000,  less  by  about  .£200,000  than  estimated  by  the 
CMntnittee ;  and  if  to  this  were  added  the  ^^300,000  arising  from 
taxes  on  which  the  committee  did  not  calculate,  their  estimate 
would  appear  to  be  erroneous  by  about  J'500,000.  And  yet  this 
was  not  all ;  the  resource  suggested  by  the  committee  of  increas- 
ing the  revenue  by  securing  the  collection  of  taxes,  hod  been  ap- 
plied to;  and  had  it  succeeded?  had  it  done  what  they  prophe- 
sied it  would  do  ?  He  held  in  his  hand  titles  of  bills  for  regu- 
lating taxes  sufficient  to  make  a  long,  although  not  a  very  enter- 
taining pamphlet ;  so  that  either  the  calculations  of  the  committee 
had  been  egregiously  wrong,  or  the  regulations  had  been  good  for 
nothing.  '  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  been  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  was  now  to  stand  forth  as  the  cham- 
pion of  the  report,  might  say  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
*'  you  have  been  new  modelling  this  tax,  and  regulating  the  col- 
lection of  it,  you  have  been  tampering,  tinkering,  and  extending 
the  excise  laws,  but  yon  have  done  me  no  good ;  you  have  not 
added  a  shilling  to  my  calculation."  Or  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  might  say  to  his  right  honourable  friend ;  <'  No ;  that 
jB  not  the  case ;  my  r^^lations  were  all  productive,  and,  but  for 
them,  your  calculations  would  have  been  deficient  more  than  a 
million." 

Some  such  ctmtest  there  must  be  between  the  two  right  honour> 
able  gentlemen ;  how  tfaey  would  settle  it  he'could  not  tell.  It 
was  the  uniform  practice  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer — not 
the  effect  of  accident  or  necessity,  but  of  system  and  choice — to 
bring  forward  his  tax  bills  at  a  period  of  the  session  when  he  was 
sure  they  could  not  be  attended  to.  If  it  arose  from  honest  idle- 
ness there  would  be  some  excuse  ;  but  it  proceeded  A^mi  design, 
and  the  end  was  obvious.  In  the  middle  of  summer  he  knew 
many  gentlemen  would  be  withdrawn  to  attend  their  own  affairs 
in  the  country,  and  of  those  who^remained  in  town  few  would  be 
disposed  to  sit  and  discuss  with  him  regulations  of  taxes.  This 
.revenue  barge  lay  snug  in  port  during  the  stormy  winter  months; 
but,  when  summer  had  warmed  the  air  and  smoothed  the  tide, 
then  she  put  forth,  loaded  gunnel  deep,  secure  that  no  rude  blast 
or  angry  wave  would  overset  and  sink  the  precious  cargo.  He, 
himself,  on  inquiring  why  the  minister  was  so  indecent  and  dila- 
tory in  brinpng  forward  public  business,  had  beee  told  by  a 
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friend  of  his,  that  "  it  waa  not  indolence,  he  only  waited  till  the 
gentlemen  were  gone  into  the  country."  Thai  it  wai  that  he 
enjoyed  the  cool  and  quiet  pleasures  of  the  treasury  batch,  and 
called  the  two  Becretaries,  tike  two  rival  shepherds,  to  chant 
alternate  strains  on  excise.  He  had  objected  a  few  days  ago  to 
one  of  his  bills,  on  account  of  the  discordant  matter  (cocoa 
nuts,  cockets,  and  tiib  boats)  it  contained ;  and  he  bad  been 
told  that  hotch-potch  bills  were  ctHumon,  aad  saved  the  multi- 
plication  of  acts  of  parliament.  The  only  reason  which  bad 
originally  given  rise  to  such  bills,  was  the  jealousy  of  the  coun- 
try members  of  keeping  the  committee  of  supply  too  ItHig  opeo. 
Rather  than  do  this,  they  had  sometimes  consented  to  such 
bills  being  brought  in  as  the  lesser  evil  of  the  two.  But  all 
the  minister's  revenue  bills  were  hotch-potch  bills ;  for  if  they 
were  not  so  when  first  brought  in,  they  had  so  many  things  al- 
tered, amended,  and  added,  before  they  went  through,  that  the 
original  bill  was  hardly  to  be  traced.  The  bill,  for  instance,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  when  it  came  into  the  house,  was  ,a  very 
good  tub-bottom  bill  i  hut  before  it  passed  the  committee  it  had 
a  false  keel  clapped  on  it,  and  became  he  knew  not  what.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  at  as  much  pains  to  make  laws 
BO  as  to  escape  observation,  as  the  smuggles  were  to  elude  the 
efficacy  of  bis  laws.  The  consequence  was,  that  they  were  gene- 
rally BO  inadequate  to  their  purpose  as  to  be  of  no  use ;  or  so 
absurd  and  impracticable,  that  he  was  obliged  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  them,  and  come  to  parliament  during  the  next  ses- 
sion to  revise  and  amend  them.  The  suspensioQ  of  acts  of  par- 
liament by  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  which  had  been  treated  so 
lightly  when  he  mentioned  it  before,  was  a  very  serious  evil ;  for 
independently  of  the  extent  to  which  the  practice,  once  sanctioned 
by  a  sort  of  prescription,  might  be  carried,  it  was  a  serious  evil 
to  teach  the  people  to  distrust  their  representatives,  to  consider 
the  legislature  as  their  tyrants  and  oppressors,  and  to  look  up  for 
every  act  of  grace  or  favour  from  the  crown.  If  bills  were  to  be 
passed  without  proper  examination,  it  was  better  to  add  a  sweep* 
ing  clause, "  that  whereas  this  bill  may  prove  to  be  impracticable 
or  absurd,  be  it  enacted,  that  the  lords  of  the  treasury  have  power 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  same."  The  resource  to  be  de- 
rived from  regulating  taxes  had  been  applied  to,  and  without  it 
the  committee  would  have  been  completely  put  to  shame.   With 
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regard  to  hov  tar  arts  and  manufactures  bad  beea  injured,  or 
trade  impeded  by  tbe  severity  of  these  reguUtions,  he  should  not 
then  inquire. 

Mr,  Sheridan  next  ratered  upon  an  investigation  of  the  expen- 
diture ;  and  th^«,  he  said,  it  might  tiave  been  expected  that  the 
most  valuable  of  all  resources,  the  resource  arising  from  economy, 
would  hare  been  tried.  Instead  of  that,  in  proportion  as  the  re- 
venue did  not  rise  to  its  supposed  standard,  the  minister  bad  gone 
OD  wiUi  progressire  prodigality  increasing  the  expense.  He  pro- 
ceeded in  the  same  way  he  had  done  with  the  revenue,  to  take 
an  average  of  the  expenditure  for  the  three  lost  years,  making 
^15,930,000  a-year.  Or  the  various  articles  composing  this  sum 
the  only  oae  in  which  a  reduction  appeared  probable,  was  that  of 
miscellaneous  services.  This,  on  the  same  average,  was  .£649,000 
a-year.  Sid  it  seem  likely  that  it  would  ever  fall  so  low  as 
£74,000,  the  sum  it  was  sUted  at  by  the  committee  ?  Mr.  She- 
ridan recapitulated  the  various  items  which  composed  this  article, 
commenting  on  each,  and  asking  which  of  them  was  likely  to  be 
less  for  several  years  to  come  P  Would  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer say,  that,  ctmsideriog  the  number  of  the  royal  family^ 
that  some  of  them  must  have  separate  establishments,  and  some 
of  them  might  be  disposed  of  in  marriage,  ^200,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil  list  for  tbe 
next  five  years  ?  Were  the  claims  of  the  American  loyalists  liqui- 
dated ?  Was  the  expense  of  Botany  Bay  at  an  eud  ?  Had  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  no  more  powder-mills  to  buy,  or  walls  or  forts 
to  build  f  Would  the  salary  to  the  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
for  reducing  the  national  debt  cease?  Was  Carlton  House  yet 
finished?  These,  withafew  others  equally  permanent, were  heads 
that  made  tbe  miscellaneoUB  services  amount  on  an  average  to  the 
sum  which  be  had  stated ;  and  could  it  be  imaged  that  they 
would  ever  be  reduced  to  £74>000  ?  It  was  also  to  be  observed, 
that  of  the  three  years  on  which  he  had  calculated  the  whole  pub- 
lic expenditure,  the  second  exceeded  the  first,  and  the  third  the 
second.  But  this  was  not  all ;  the  navy  bills,  oRei  every  pro- 
fession that  they  should  never  be  suffered  to  exceed  the  sum  stated 
by  tbe  committee  as  the  probable  fixed  amount  of  the  floating 
oavy  debt,  were  increased  £600,000,  and  £1,400,000  of  them 
were  now  bearing  interest.  If,  to  the  average  expenditure  be- 
fore stated  was  added  one-third  of  this  increase  of  the  navy  debt 
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and  the  sum  issued  to  the  oommissioners  for  tbe  reduction  of  tlw 
public  debt,  the  whole  annual  expenditure  would  amount  to 
^17)141,000,  exceeding  tbe  average  income  by  vaore  than 
^1,940,000.  Such  was  our  pres«it  situatioa.  Tie  expense  of 
the  current  year  was  sometbing  above  this  estimate,  and  tbe 
next  could  not  be  expected  to  be  much  less.  If,  therefore,  we 
were  to  start  on  a  level,  we  must  first  sweep  off  all  the  mis- 
cellaneous services  above  ^74>'^^  a-year,  which  could  not  be 
done  for  less  than  two  millions,  so  that  in  addition  to  the  two 
millions  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  as  before  stated,  two  mil- 
lions  morfe  must  be  added,  to  bring  the  miscellaneous  services 
to  the  estimated  peace  establishment.  The  exceedings  of  the 
navy  had  be«i  stated  by  the  committee  at  from  ^2,000,000  to 
^2,800,000.  Comparing  this  with  Sir  Charles  Middlet(H)''B  ac- 
,  count,  it  would  appear  to  be  erroneous ;  but  talcing  it  as  stated 
by  the  committee,  with  the  £600,000  actual  addition  to  the  navy 
debt,  in  three  years  it  would  be  ^1,880,000,  and  the  amount 
of  the  whole,  in  five  years,  ^£9,400,000.  Add  to  this  the  two 
millions  before-mentioned,  as  necessary  to  reduce  the  miscd- 
laneous  services  to  the  estimated  peace-establishment,  and  tbe 
whole  would  be  very  little  less  than  twelve  millions  expended  in 
five  years  more  than  the  annual  income.  Having  cleared  away 
this,  or  provided  taxes  to  pay  the  interest,  we  must  then  eith^ 
ruse  our  income,  or  reduce  our  expense  i£l,800,000  a  year,  be- 
fore we  could  be  in  the  situation  to  which  the  cfaancdlor  of  tbe 
exchequer  boasted  that  he  had  brought  us. 

Upon  this  occasion  it  seemed  extremely  natural  to  inquire 
how  we  had  supplied  so  great  a  deficiency,  and  paid  off  three 
millions  of  the  funded  debt  ?  The  committee  had  calculated  on 
outstanding  debts,  and  there  was  on  the  table  a  paper  very  in- 
accurately made  out,  containing  an  account  of  these,  to  tbe 
amount  of  .f  1,500,000,  deducting  the  profits  of  the  lottery, 
which  ought  not  to  be  included  in  it.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer bad  taken  credit  thnee  times  for  a  debt  due  by  the  East 
India  Company.  The  company,  indeed,  disputed  the  debt,  but 
tbe  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  near  the  minister 
(Mr.  Dundas)  had  truly  said,  let  us  get  the  money  from  them, 
and  see  how  they  can  get  it  back  again.  This  was  an  irresistible 
argument,  and  on  the  strength  of  it  ^300,000  had,  after  much 
wrangling,  been  obtained  from  the  company,  under  promise  of 
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repayment,  if  it  should  h»eafter  appear  not  to  have  been  due. 
If  it  was  a  debt,  in  heaven's  name  let  it  be  paid  ;  but  if  it  was  not, 
and  the  company  advanced  it  only  as  a  favour,  it  must  be  repaid 
with  interest  some  time  or  other,  and  the  favours  of  the  company 
generally  cost  the  public,  at  least,  tolerably  dear.  The  di- 
rectors had  drawn  up  a  state  of  the  claim  to  be  sent  out  to  their 
servants  in  India;  but  as  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  board  of  control,  that  board  had 
altered  it,  and  obliged  the  directon  to  send  out  not  their  own 
state  of  their  case,  but  the  minister's.  After  all,  the  claim  was 
not  yet  finally  admitted,  and  there  were  great  doubts  whether  it 
would  be  or  not.  When  he  found  the  company  borrowing  of 
the  public  under  the  sanction  of  the  minister,  and  the  minister 
borrowing  again  of  the  company,  he  could  not  help  considering 
it  as  a  pleasant  sort  of  reciprocity  between  the  two  parties,  in 
which  the  one  said  to  the  other,  "  I  will  find  you  credit,  and  do 
you  find  me  money."  It  was  surety  not  going  too  far  to  say, 
that  a  minister  must  have  been  extraordinarily  pushed  for 
money,  when  he  had  recourse  to  such  extraordinary  means  of 
supply.  To  the  resource  of  outstanding  debts  must  be  added 
the  profits  of  the  lottery,  which  ought  never  to  be  considered  as 
a  source  of  permanent  revenue ;  for,  it  was  certain,  that  however 
the  revenue  might  be  benefitted  by  it,  the  people  were  sure  to 
lose  both  in  their  morals  and  their  industry ;  what  was  lost  by  the 
people  was,  in  fact,  lost  by  the  public ;  and  so  pernicious  a 
mode  of  rainng  money  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to  but  in  cases 
of  great  necessity.  But  both  these  amounting  to  .£3,079,812, 
not  being  half  the  ezceedings,  he  came  to  his  third  proposition, 
that  we  bad  made  no  progress  in  the  reduction  of  the  public 
debt,  but  that  in  fact  we  had  borrowed  as  much  as  we  had 
paid. 

It  was  during  the  year  Ti^SS  that  an  extraordinary  million  of 
exchequer  bills  had  been  voted,  not  for  the  current  services  of 
the  year,  but  to  answer  any  unforeseen  demands  which  might 
occur.  The  probability  was,  that  they  would  not  be  wanted ;  if 
not  wanted  they  were  not  to  be  issued ;  and  were  positively  to 
make  no  permanent  addition  to  the  public  debt  When  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  conceived  the  plan  of  establishing  a 
new  unking  fund  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  be  found 
it  convenient  to  make  use  of  these  bills,  and  ^900,000  of  them 
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■vtexe  actually  issued  after  the  SSnd  of  February,  1786>  as  ap- 
peared by  the  account.  Would  he  have  done  this  if  he  bad  otA 
had  in  contemplation  the  connnencement  of  his  operation  to  re- 
duce the  debt  f  Had'he  not  done  this  he  would  have  been  de- 
ficient to  the  amount  of  these  bills ;  so  that,  in  truth  and  in  fact, 
he  as  much  paid  off  the  first  annual  psyment  of  the  debt  with 
these  bills,  as  if  he  had  carried  them  in  his  hand  to  the  stock  ex- 
change ;  and  the  only  effect  of  the  operation  was  to  change  <Hte 
sort  of  debt  to  another,  at  a  trifling  expense  to  the  public.  On 
this  account,  however,  he  should  only  take  ^7^)^^)  the  sum 
actually  issued  to  the  commissioners  for  reducing  the  public 
debt  in  I786.  By  anticipating  the  sinking  fund  a  quarter  in 
1786,  and  taking  credit  for  four  quarters  next  year  instead  of 
three  (as  had  been  formerly  done  on  similar  occasions),  the 
minister  got  ^628,000,  which  would  appear  on  winding  up  the 
accounts  to  (my  given  period  to  be  as  much  debt  as  if  the  money 
had  been  actually  borrowed.  The  committee  had  stated  the 
navy  debt  at  ^1,7I2,4U9,  but  added,  that  from  the  delay  in 
calling  for  payment  of  many  of  the  charges  of  which  it  was 
composed,  a  floating  arrear  to  that  amount  might  generally  be 
expected  to  subsist ;  and  as  it  neither  bore  interest  nor  would 
require  to  be  funded,  it  could  not  occasion  any  additional  charge 
to  the  public.  This  might  have  seemed  a  pledge  to  the  public 
that  no  part  of  this  sum  was  to  make  part  of  the  public 
debt.  It  appeared,  however,  that  £550,000,  had  been  added 
to  the  capital,  and  that  £i  ,400,000  of  it  now  bore  interest,  and 
was  ccmsequently  in  operation,  and  in  substance  an  addition  to 
the  public  debt.  To  this  ruinous  expedient  of  paying  interest 
on  unfunded  debt,  which  had  been  so  pointedly  reprobated  in 
bis  Majesty's  speech,  had  the  very  minister  who  advised  that 
speech  thought  proper  to  resort.  He  would,  however,  put 
£00,000  of  this  sum  out  of  the  question,  although  he  really 
felt  that  he  was  hardly  justifiable  in  doing  it,  and  take  only  the 
addition  to  the  capital  with  the  interest,  making  tt^ether 
£00,000.  On  the  next  article,  the  tontine,  there  would  be  no 
dispute.  By  this  expedient,  it  was  very  generally  believed,  that 
the  minister  had  made  no  addition  to  the  capital  of  the  public 
debt.  The  point  (he  understood)  had  been  gravely  debated  in 
various  places,  and  it  was  pronounced  to  be  no  addition.  People, 
to  be  sure,  did  not  know  very  well  what  to  make  of  it.     It  was 
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□ot  a  loan,  it  was  not  oa  annuity,  but  it  was  a  sort  of  anodyne, 
an  expedient  for  borrowing  money  without  running  in  debt, 
which  they  did  not  comprehend.  Keeping  in  mind,  however, 
what  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox)  had  truly 
stated,  the  public  owed  no  debt,  as  it  could  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  the  principal,  but  annuities  to  a  certain  amount ;  the 
tontine  was  as  much  an  addition  to  the  aggregate  of  the  annui- 
ties to  be  paid  by  the  public,  as  would  have  been  made  by  any 
other  species  of  loan.  It  was  true  it  would  extinguish  itself  in 
time ;  and  he  did  not  blame  the  minister  for  having  tiered  into 
a  contract  of  finance  with  death,  nor  was  it  much  to  his  purpose 
to  argue  whether  it  was  a  better  or  a  worse  mode  of  raising 
money  than  any  other ;  but  he  did  not  give  him  credit  for  any 
very  deep  reason  in  adopting  it. 

It  was  provided  in  the  surplus  bill  that,  in  all  cases  of  a  loan 
in  the  usual  way,  the  commissioners  for  reducing  the  debt  should 
have  preference  as  subscribers.  If  the  minister  had  made  his 
bargain  in  the  usual  way,  he  knew  the  commissioners  would  have 
subscribed  the  whole ;  and  he  would  have  recdved  from  them 
with  one  hand  what  he  paid  them  with  the  other,  deducting  only 
the  expense  of  brokerage;  which  would  have  put  the  absurdity 
of  pretending  to  reduce  the  public  debt,  whilst  he  was  adding  to 
it  in  the  same  proportion,  in  too  glaring  a  point  of  view  to  escape 
public  notice  and  derision.  The  point  was  plain  enough  as  it 
was,  but  it  did  not  strike  the  observation  of  the  multitude.  The 
amount  of  this,  with  a  bonus  of  one  quarter,  instead  of  a  gain  to 
the  public  of  three  quarters  per  cent,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  originally  stated  his  bargun,  was  £1,002,500. 
The  short  annuities  granted  to  raise  £200,000  to  make  good  the 
like  sum  issued  from  the  civil  list  for  the  secret  services  were 
charged  on  the  consolidated  fund ;  and,  in  that  respect,  were  an 
addition  to  the  debt.  But  it  was  contended  that  the  money  would 
be  repaid  hy  instalments  in  eighteen  years,  having  been  lent  to 
the  province  of  Zealand.  Whoevw  considered  the  new  situation 
in  which  we  stood  wi^  regard  to  continental  affairs  (an  advan- 
tageous situation  he  admitted)  would  incline  to  think  that,  in  the 
course  of  eighteen  years,  we  were  much  more  likely  to  advance 
double  the  sum  on  a  similar  account.  But  granting  that  it  would 
be  repaid,  provision  ought  to  have  been  made  for  applying  the 
instalments,  as  they  were  received,  to  the  payment  of  the  annui- 
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ties,  instead  of  leaving  them  open  to  be  diverted  to  other  purpoaes 
by  the  influence  of  the  present  or  any  future  minister.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  surplus  bill  was  that  parliament  vould  not  trust  them- 
selveB,  and  the  same  principle  ought  to  have  been  applied  here- 
This  house,  he  trusted,  would  therefore  give  him  credit  tor  can- 
dour, in  not  taking  this  sum  also  into  the  accounts.  The  result 
thm  was,  that  dnce  the  year  1 7B6  we  liad  paid  off  the  funded  debt 
three  millions ;  and  that  we  had  borrowed,  by  exchequer  bills, 
^50,000 ;  by  anticipation  of  the  sinking  fund,  one  quarter, 
^28,000 ;  by  increase  of  navy  debt,  £600,000 ;  by  a  toDtine, 
£1,200,500;  making  together  about  as  much  as  the  sum  paid 
off.  If  the  £900,000  navy  bills  bearing  interest,  which  he  bad 
omitted,  were  added,  the  sum  borrowed  would  exceed  the  Mim 
p|}d  by  almost  a  million  ;  and  if  the  interest  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted were  compared  with  that  of  the  debt  paid,  it  would  ex- 
ceed it  in  the  aame  proportion.  Such  was  our  present  situation, 
and  sacfa  was  our  prospect  for  the  year  1790,  when  we  had  been 
told  that  every  thing  was  to  be  reduced  to  a  firm  establishment. 
Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  did  not  blame  the  industry  of 
the  minister  in  endeavouring  to  pay  off  the  public  debt ;  but  it 
wag  his  principle  that  be  blamed.  The  principle  on  which  be 
acted  was,  that  whenever  the  public  wants  money,  you  are  to 
break  down  every  barrier  of  the  constitution,  every  fence  of  pri- 
vate liberty — to  extend  the  excise  laws— and  deprive  men  of  tbeir 
most  valuable  privileges — that  of  trial  by  jury,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain it.  He  on  the  other  hand  maintained,  that  because  money  was 
necessary  for  public  service,  it  ought  to  be  obtained  by  the  most 
delicate  means.  The  public  debt  he  thought  the  heaviest  burden 
on  the  constitution  ;  for,  he  considered  every  hundred  pounds  of 
it  as  s  perpetual  mortgage  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  capable  of 
being  perverted  to  the  most  corrupt  purposes  of  influence  or  op- 
pression ;  wid  therefore  he  would  sacrifice  much  to  be  rdieved 
from  it.  If  to  open  private  dwelling-houses  to  the  rude  intru- 
doD  of  a  nifiian  excise  officer — if  to  deprive  men  of  trial  by  jury 
were  matters  of  indifference  to  him ;  yet  his  regard  for  trade,  the 
great  source  of  revenue,  would  deter  him  from  having  recourse  to 
such  methods  of  increasing  it.  When  we  talked  of  the  trade  of 
this  country,  and  the  inexhaustible  resources  which  it  afforded, 
as  the  great  props  of  our  greatness,  we  mistook  the  effect  for  the 
cause.     To  our  constitution,  and  the  manly  confidence  of  every 
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man  id  the  success  of  his  own  industry  and  exertioDS  which  it 
inspired,  were  we  indebted  for  our  trade,  and  not  to  our  trade  for 
our  condtution.  To  attempt  to  increase  the  revenue  by  injuring 
the  constitution,  was  like  taking  front  the  foundation  to  mend  the 
roof, — like  dig^ng  up  the  rooto  of  a  tree  for  use,  instead  of  lea- 
ping the  boughs.  Having  said  thus  much  on  his  propositions,  he 
should  only  beg  to  be  heard  in  explanation,  at  the  close  of  the 
arguments  which  were  to  be  urged  agiunst  them.  He  should  move 
no  resolutions  on  the  papers  brfore  the  house,  but  propose  to  refer 
them  to  a  select  committee  of  independent  members,  who  were 
neither  in  office,  nor  candidates  for  being  in  office.  He  meant 
DO  reflection  on  the  former  committee ;  but,  he  could  not  think 
it  creditable  to  the  minbter  to  have  his  statement  of  the  finances 
examined  and  approved  by  a  committee  of  his  own  friends.  No 
eloquence  was  required  in  a  matter  of  plain  calculation,  as  figures 
did  not  want  to  be  set  to  music.  The  matter  might  now  be  de- 
cided by  fair  arbitration  between  him  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer ;  and  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  in  176^>  had 
agreed  to  refer  the  public  accounts  to  just  such  a  select  commit- 
tee as  he  proposed.  Such  gentlemen  as  were  satisfied  that  there 
was  an  annual  surplus  of  a  million,  after  paying  all  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  expenses,  such  gentlemen  as  had  heard  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  declare  that  th«%  would  be  no  necessity 
for  a  future  loan,  might  go  into  the  country  and  tdl  their  consti- 
tuents with  confidence,  that  the  finances  were  in  a  prosperous 
state,  and  that  further  taxes  were  not  to  be  dreaded.  Those  who 
had  not  received  this  satisfaction,  would  neither  discharge  what 
they  owed  to  their  own  characters — to  their  country — or  their 
constituents,  if  they  did  not  vote  for  a  complete  investigation, 
late  in  the  season  at  it  waA  He  should  venture  to  propose  the 
names  of  fifteen  gentlemen  such  as  he  had  described ;  none  of  whom 
he  had  consulted ;  but  who,  be  was  fully  persuaded,  would  all 
be  ready  to  bestow  a  little  of  their  time — and  but  a  little  would 
be  necessary — on  so  important  an  inquiry.  Of  the  fifteen,  eight 
were  gendemea  who  usually  voted  with  the  minister ;  and  by 
their  decision,  in  all  that  be  had  stated.  He  was  ready  to  abide. 
If  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  declined  meeting  him  on  such 
fair  ground,  the  public  would  readily  assign  the  motive. 

A  motion  was  now  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  That  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  income 

,  C.oo^lc 


312  SPEECHES   OF  THE  [JULT  10, 

and  expenditure ;  the  progress  actually  made  in  the  reductioo  at 
the  national  debt  since  the  year  I786 ;  and  into  the  grounds  oa 
which  a  reduction  of  the  same  may  be  expected  in  future ;  and 
to  report  the  same,  with  their  observations  thereon,  to  the  house; 
and  that  the  said  committee  do  consist  of  Heniy  Bankes,  esq. ; 
Daniel  Parker  Coke,  esq. ;  George  Dempster,  esq. ;  William 
Drake,  juD.  esq.;  William  Hussey,  esq. ;  Sir  William  Lemrai, 
bart. ;  James  Lowther,  esq. ;  James  Martin,  esq. ;  Mr.  Alder- 
man Newnham ;  Edward  Phelips,  esq. ;  Charles  Anderson  Pel- 
ham,  esq. ;  Thomas  Stanley,  esq. ;  Sir  George  Augustus  Wil- 
liam Sbuckhurgh,  hart. ;  Mr.  Alderman  Watson,  and  the  Earl 
of  Wycombe." 

Mr.  Pill  ttiuieered,  lAat  there  vat  %ot  a  ftfend  to  the  tiberlia  nf  thU  ceatlrj 
who  did  nol  join  in  the  taUimenta  mth  tchich  the  right  hononrabU  gentleman  tad 
ekttd  kis  tpeeth.  The  tort  of  maxntr,  howeter,  in  which  iMie  AoROvroite  gm- 
tiemen  had  clothed  Ihtir  argtanenU,  looted  a*  if  thtg  mere  omt  tangnim  in  tkev 
opiition  of  their  ^eti,  aid  feared  that  they  would  prove  taecrnfnl.  TV  rigU 
honoiirahle  genlteman  (he  obmrmdj  had  been  lateb/  much  cotnersanl  in  criminal 
prmecnUonM,  and  thertfore  he  a»ked  him,  lehether  he  had  met  iriM  ang  thing 
ieUch  indnctd  him  tohenf  oftMon,  that  ieeantt  he  moved  for  a  eommittee  Ihert 
«pu  nothing  more  *M(ffi^  than  for  (my  man  lo  rite  np  and  boldig  to  make  mm* 
tluatting  charges,  mixed  mith  much  inveetive  agaitut  atqi  given  itatemenU.  Mr. 
Pitt  contended,  that  all  Ihe  leading  facit  were  aieertained ;  and  that  the  differ- 
ence* hehneen  them  vere  reduced  unthin  to  narrow  a  ctmpan  that  the  han*e,  leilh 
the  epeaker  in  the  chair,  teiM  aifkllj  able  to  decide  them  that  night  at  a  commit- 
tee could  poaiblg  be  at  dnjr  other  time.  He  then  went  through  the  tklail  ^f  the 
voriotu  articlei  of  reoenae,  txpendittcre,  and  debt,  reaeoning  agaitut  lie  variout 
mrgnmentt  which  had  been  urged  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Foz,  a*  he  proceeded, 
and  mdeavOHrittg  to  WMtffm  thoie  iff  Mr.  Grenaille.  Mr.  Pitt  oondided  wUk 
repeating  that  there  aae  no  gueetion  between  them  that  might  not  be  decidedwith. 
onl  a  eommHlee  full  at  well  at  with  one;  no  language,  therrfore,  thai  could  be 
Kttd,  nor  oHjr  dtfianee  Mhould  induce  him  to*coruent  to  the  appointment  oftudt  a 
committee,  notwilhttanding  that  he  wai  ready  It  admit  that  the  name*  prepattd 
bf  the  honourable  gentlemen  were  perfectly  unexceptionable,  and  matig  nf  them 
pertontfor  whom  he  entertained  a  very  tincere  raped. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  did  really  believe  that  no  lan- 
guage, nor  any  defiance  which  words  could  convey,  would  induce 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  put  himself  into  a  situation  in 
which  he  might  have  been  detected,  and  in  which  the  public 
might  see  that  those  secured  themselves  from  inquiry  who  wished 
to  avoid  detection.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
removed  oak  suspicion,  nor  in  the  least  cleared  the  matter  from 
doubt.     Mr.  Sheridan  contended  tliat  the  right  honourable  gen- 
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tleman  had  not  contradicted  even  one  of  his  assertions.  What 
be  had  advanced,  both  with  regard  to  the  revenue  and  the  esta- 
blishment,  he  had  tacitly  acknowledged.  With  respect  to  his 
having  stated  the  present  million  to  be  obtained  by  the  tontine, 
as  being  yet  to  be  applied,  he  was  ready  to  admit  it,  if  the  right 
boDour^le  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  assure  him  that  another 
loan  would  not  be  required  next  year.  This  was  what  he  knew 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  not.  He 
could  not  pledge  himself  to  any  such  promise ;  for  he.  knew  too 
well  that  he  must  borrow  another  million  next  yeai*,  in  order  to 
apply  it  to  the  discharge  of  a  million  of  the  unfunded  debt. 
With  regard  to  the  million  issued  of  exchequer  bills,  what  was 
this  but  borrowing  a  million  of  unfunded  debt,  to  discharge  a 
million  of  funded  debt  P  This  was  borrowing  with  one  hand  to 
pay  with  the  other. 

Mr.  SleeU  next  addret»ed  Iht  home. 

Mr.  Sheridan  answered,  that  it  would  have  been  a  serious 
charge,  indeed,  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  statement  of  his 
having  avoided  to  move  for  the  proper  accounts  of  the  revenue 
had  been  true.  He  wished  to  know  on  what  this  accusation  was 
founded.  He  had  moved  for  separate  accounts  of  the  customs, 
excise,  stamps,  and  incidents.  Added  to  this  he  had  moved  for 
the  amount  of  the  duties  collected  on  land  and  malt.  He  knew 
not  what  other  papers  he  could  move  for  to  obtain  an  exact  state 
of  the  revenue.  If  ^hese  papers  were  not  sufficient,  he  was  the 
more  sorry  for  the  disappointment ;  for  he  wished  to  give  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  every  credit  of  resource. 
With  respect  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Steele)  had 
recommended  aa  a  mode  of  settling  the  dispute,  he  could  not 
agree  to  its  propriety.  He  had  reuHnmended  them  to  refer  to 
the  ways  and  means  and  expenditure  for  the  last  three  years,  as 
a  mode  of  ascertaining  whether  the  latter  exceeded  the  former  or 
not ; — ^for,  says  he,  there  you  will  iind  that  the  expenditure  was 
providedfor  by  the  ways  and  means.  And  on  this  he  founds  his 
argument— that  the  resources  must  be  equal  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  for  the  last  three  years.  Surely  this  was  an  evi- 
dent fallacy ; — for,  although  a  sum  of  money  might  be  proved  to 
have  been  paid,  yet  it  did  not  show  what  part  of  that  sum  might 
have  been  borrowed  for  the  purpose :  he  could  not,  therefore, 
agree  to  the  adoption  of  this  conduct.    The  only  mode  by  which 
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the  truth  could  be  aacertained,  must  be  by  a  committee,  as  beaog 
composed  of  gentlemen  of  independent  principles,  who  would 
cert&inlj  make  a  report  that  would  lay  bdTore  the  house  and  the 
country  an  actual  state  of  the  income  and  estafalishmeot.  With 
this  before  the  house,  the  nation  would  then  be  apprised  of  the 
means  which  it  had  to  meet  its  exigencies ;  but  at  present  no  such 
confidence  could  exist  When  between  two  and  three  milli<ms 
were  added  to  the  unfunded  debt,  in  order  to  pay  off  three 
millions  of  that  national  burden,  the  people  must  withdraw  tbear 
confidence  when  they  found  themselves  the  dupes  of  such  an 
empty  delusion.  For  these  reasons,  he  again  urged  the  necessity 
of  voting  a  select  committee  for  examining  the  state  of  our  re- 
venue and  expenditure,  since  the  measure  of  appropriating  a 
million  to  the  annual  discharge  of  the  national  debt ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  examine  into  the  probability  of  our  income  bedog 
equal  to  afford  such  a  surplus  in  future  years. 

!%»  qiteiiioit  wos  at  kagik  eaihdfor  mtd  itegatietd  mthotU  a  dniitoa. 


TOBACCO    REGULATION    BILL. 


The  report  coneermng  th»  UU  bti»g  brougU  vp,  end  leverai  amendmaUt  rtmd 
and  agreed  to.  Sir  Watkin  Levnt  obterved,  that  agreeably  ie  hit  former  notiet  he 
ihould  note  beg  leave  to  I'nAWuM  a  elaue  to  give  the  pernn*  aggrieved  bg  (fee  St- 
terminatioH  of  the  eomiuiutoneri  of  the  excite,  or  jaiHert,  the  right  nf  a  Mai  By 
jury ;  which  looiiM  in  a  great  Meonirc  do  aieog  the  atfimt  attached  to  Ihe  ecnw 

Mb.  Shebidan  observed  that,  although  too  well  assured  that 
every  effort  to  procure  relief  would  fail  of  its  desired  success,  be 
could  not  avoid  advising  gentlemen  to  take  care  of  being  seduced 
into  the  idea  of  the  trial  by  jury  being  ever  suffered  to  prevail 
in  cases  of  excise,  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house.  One  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Beaufoy)  over  the  w«y, 
talked  of  the  excise  laws  taking  place  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
A  learned  and  honourable  gentleman  (the  attorney-general)  had 
said,  if  they  introduced  the  trial  by  jury,  it  would  be  an  inDov»> 
tion ;  now,  the  fact  was,  the  excise  laws  were  an  innovation  on  the 
constitution,  and  every  extension  of  them  was  an  additional  iniuiva- 
tion.  But  the  light  in  which  gentlemen  saw,  who  w«e  differently 
placed,  was  very  curious  j  every  person  found  that  it  would  be  a  de- 
sirable point  to  have  a  trial  by  Jury  ;  but,  one  said,  "  ]jet  ua  not 
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tamper  with  the  existing  revenue ;  wut  a  while,  till  the  excise  is 
more  extended,  and  then  we  will  have  a  general  bill.^  Another 
had  said  before,  '*  If  it  was  a  general  case,  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  try  the  experiment ;"  and  so,  between  the  two  oppo- 
dtion  reasons,  there  was  no  hope  of  ever  obtaining  the  relief  de- 
sired. Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned  the  case  of  one  Corenno,  a  manu- 
facturer established  in  Prussia,  whose  secrets  in  bis  trade  the 
government  wished  to  discover ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  were  pre- 
paring to  subject  him  to  regulations  like  those  of  excise.  The 
consequence  was  that  he  instantly  removed,  established  his  manu- 
factory near  Amsterdam,  and  the  court  of  Berlin  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  him  to  bring  his  manufacture  back  to 
Prussia.  Mr.  Sheridan  laid  considerable  stress  on  the  disclosure 
of  the  mysteries  of  snufl-malting,  which  he  contended  were  still, 
under  the  bill,  exposed  to  the  discovery  of  the  excise  officers. 
As  a  proof  of  the  value  of  the  secret  of  mising,  he  stated  that 
Brazil  snuff,  which  cost  but  sixpence  a  pound  originally,  by  the 
flavour  ^ven  it  in  mixing,  sold  for  ten  shillings  a  pound. 

The  quttthtt  being  put  Iht  houte  diuided;  ojrei  16,-  mm  55.  Tke  aptaker 
nrxl  put  the  qutttioH  for  the  bill  being  tngroued. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  no  person  on  that  side  of  the  house 
had  made  the  smallest  objection  to  the  bill,  till  after  the  trade 
and  the  city  of  London  had  petitioned  against  it ;  when  they  had 
imagined  that  the  sentiments  of  so  respectable  a  body,  expressed 
in  the  most  marked  manner  that  ever  had,  perhaps,  distinguished 
opposition  to  any  bill  of  commercial  regulation,  would  have  ex- 
perienced that  degree  of  respect  and  attention  which  had  been, 
formerly,  the  constant  and  uniform  consequence  of  petitions  from 
the  city  against  bills  of  that  description ;  but,  in  the  present 
case  the  petitioners  had  not  been  paid  the  least  attention  to.  He 
could  have  wished  that  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  behind 
him,  who  spoke  last,  had  contented  themselves  with  making  their 
opposition  to  the  bill  in  the  manner  they  thought  best,  without 
obliquely  conveying  reflections  on  the  conduct  of  other  gentle- 
men who  had  acted  difTerently.  He  had  attended  to  the  bill  in 
all  its  stages,  and  listened  to  all  the  evidence ;  and  perhaps  be 
should  give  the  honourable  gentlemen  but  little  information, 
when  he  informed  them  that  the  most  proper  time  for  opposing 
the  principle  of  a  bill  was  on  the  second  reading ;  the  time  for 
opposing  it  in  detail  was  in  the  committee;  the  time  of  opposing 
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both  principle  and  detail  was  on  the  report ;  and  that  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  report  was  the  feeblest  of  all  opposition,  except  to 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Sarnatl  Smith  btggtd  Itaet  to  atmre  the  honotirabU  gtnihmam  leho  tpeke 
latt,  that  he  had  tofoUjr  minnlnyrttrd  hit  mtmang. 

Mr.  Smith  toot  toU  fivm  the  chair  that  he  might  tpedk  ta  e*platuJio%,  «Am 
th*  htmmtrabh  gtutlemam  tat  domi,  but  eotttd  net  interrupt  him  lalmt  he  tpalce  la 

Mr.  Smith  raid,  he  tpoke  to  order,  aad  loai  proceeding  to  oancer  Mr.  Shtridaa 
isAm  he  tea*  agaim  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Sheridan  continuing,  remarked  that  he  should  be  sorry  to 
misinterpret  any  gentleman's  arguments.  He  was  not  aware 
when  the  two  honourable  members  had  their  instructionB  from 
Worcester ;  but  they  certainly  would  not  have  shown  their  zeal 
less  if  they  had  opposed  the  bill  more  in  the  committee.  They, 
perhaps,  confounded  the  principle  of  legislature  and  that  of 
manufacturing  tobacco,  and  thought  it  wrong  to  enter  the  bouse 
during  the  process  of  manufacturing  the  clauses  and  mixing  the 
proTisioos,  and  measuring  the  ingredients  in  like  manner  as  they 
would  have  the  excise  officer  avoid  entering  the  room  when  the 
process  of  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  or  snuff,  and  the  mixing 
of  materials  was  going  on.  This  was  a  very  good  rule  in  mak- 
ing tobacco,  but  not  in  making  a  law. 

Mr.  Smith  deelartd  that  he  hadfivm  the  begiiming  opposed  lh«  UU^  that  he 
had  trotbled  the  houee,  perhapt,  loo  often  in  nery  etage  of  it,  and  mtant  lehal  he 
had  laid  b^ort  a*  an  apology  far  that  condtitl;  that  he  had  thought  it  mart 
manlg  to  do  to,  inttead  of  waiting  to  feel  the  pulte  of  the  Adkw  firtt  upon  the 
lutgeet. 

The  hovet  divided ;  ayei  70  ;  noet  20. 


Fbbbijabt  9,  1790. 

army  estimates. frexch  kevoldtion. 

TV  lettione  aat  opened  on  the  2\it  of  January,  and  on  the  Sfh  of  F^brMar) 
the  armg  eitimatei  teere  brought  foneard.  They  atre  nearbf  the  eamt  toith  that* 
of  tht  jpreneding  year,  and  were  not  voted  aithout  Mome  olgeetiout  from  the  tide 
q/*  oppoiitioH.  It  teat  observed  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr,  Martham,  and  Mr.  Ax, 
that  eight  ytart  of  peace  had  elapsed,  and  that  the  military  ettimaie*  uiere  not  yet 
reduced  even  to  the  peace  atablithment  iff  ITJ  5,  though  the  eonmiltee  <tfjauinet, 
vhich  tat  in  the  year  17S6,  had  pretumed  upon  a  ttill  greater  redaction.  That 
there  leae  nothing  in  the  actual  litnaiion  of  efffairt  that  had  called  for  thie  ex- 
traordinary  mililary  force;   but,  on  the  contrary,  thai  hit  Mtyetig  had  attnrtd 
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tieni  af  iht  pae^  dupotttum  q^  oQ  Ihefortljm  poieert ;  that  ow  mi^eid  risal 
and  omiy,  FraiKe,  in  ammgumce  <if  har  internal  ditlvrbanett,  mould  probabbf 
be  dUabUdfrom  t/ieing  ui  any  maleitation  for  alongaiurie  nffeari;  and,  laelly, 
ikal  the  attianeti  we  had  made,  and  the  tubtidiarji  Irealiee  m  had  entered  into  on 
th»  continent,  inamtuch  at  they  multiplied  the  chaneet  of  mtr  being  ineolved  in 
war  leere  proporlionaMy  nMehievon*  \f  they  did  not  enable  ue  to  reduce  our  ex- 
pentei  in  time  qf  peace.  To  thete  argvmenti  it  mu  anaeered  m  general  Ay  Mr. 
Grenvillt  and  Mr.  Pitt,  that  though  there  uoi  no  rtaim  at  pment  to  apprehend 
that  we  thouid  be  engaged  in  hB»iililiei  leith  any  foreign  poteer,  get  the  untettled 
elate  qf  Europe,  and  the  internal  tiluation  of  teveral  parte  of  it,  made  if  ntceaeary 
for  u»  to  keep  ourieleet  in  tueh  a  ttate  at  might  enable  ut  to  act  with  vigour  and 
isffeot  }f  oceaiion  thottid  rtquirt.  That  if  wot  a  prepottenmt  economy  to  tempt 
OR  attach  by  our  teeaknett,  and  for  a  miter^le  preient  eaoiag  to  haxard  a  great 
future  ezprnte.  That  our  foreign  aUianeet,  which  had  been  appraotd  of  by  all 
parliet  at  necettary  for  the  pretervation  i^  iht  balance  of  poiner  n  Europe, 
upon  which  the  permanence  of  its  tranguillily  depended,  could  only  be  rendered 
effectual  for  that  purpoee  by  our  being  able  la  lupporl  them  with  an  adequate 
force.  And,  latlly,  that  it  uxntld  be  found  upon  an  esaminaiion  of  the  detail  of 
all  OUT  military  etti^lithtntnti,  that  they  could  not,  with  common  prudence,  be  re- 
duced to  a  narrotoer  scale.  In  the  courte  qf  the  debate  Mr.  Fbx  remarked,  that 
the  conduct  iff  the  FVench  loldiert  during  the  late  contmationt  tended  greatly  to 
remove  one  qf  the  oljectioni  which  he  had  alaayt  entertained  agaixtt  landing 
armiet.  TTtai  army,  byrefuting  to  obey  the  diclalet  qf  the  court,  had  »et  a  gtori- 
oae  example  to  all  the  military  of  Europe,  and  had  thoum  that  men,  by  becoming 
mldiere,  did  not  ceate  to  be  eititent.  7%u  remark  did  not  pa*»  without  animad- 
vtrtion  at  the  time  it  wot  auide.  On  the  9th  vf  February,  when  the  military  etU- 
matet  were  reported  from  the  committee,  a  further  debate  look  place,  in  whieh 
Mr.  Fhx  having  again  let  fall  lomt  expretriont  <ff  applaute  of  the  French  revo. 
iHtion,  Mr.  Burkt  rote,  and  after  a  few  obteroationa  upon  the  general  ttate  qf 
Europe,  at  it  affected  the  queition  of  incrtating  or  diminithing  the  military  force 
ef  Great  Britain,  he  adcerfed  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  fAe  titnalion  of 
France,  and  oppoted  the  principlet  laid  down  by  Mr.  Fom. 

Me.  Shskidaii  declared,  that  he  rose  with  the  greatest  re- 
gret ;  but  that  the  very  reasonG  which  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Burke)  had  given  for  the  sentimentB  which  he  had 
that  day  uttered,  namely,  an  apprehension  of  being  supposed  to 
acquiesce  in  the  opinions  of  tliose  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  regard,  and  with  whom  he  had  uniformly  acted,  operated 
also  on  his  mind,  and  made  him  feel  it  a  duty  to  declare,  that 
he  differed  decidedly  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
almost  every  word  that  he  had  uttered  respecting  the  French 
Revolution.  Mr.  Sheridan  added  some  warm  compliments  to 
Mr.  Burke's  general  principles  ;  but  said  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  it  was  possible  for  a  person  of  such  principles,  or  for 
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any  man  who  valued  our  own  constitution,  and  revered  the  Re- 
volution that  obtained  it  for  us,  to  uDite  with  such  feelings  an 
indignant  and  unqualified  abhorrence  of  all  the  proceedings  o{ 
the  patriotic  party  in  France. 

He  conceived  tbeir'ti  to  be  as  just  a  Revolution  as  our  own,  pro- 
ceeding upon  as  sound  a  principle  and  a  greater  provocation. 
He  vehemently  defended  the  general  viewa  and  conduct  of  the 
national  assembly.  He  could  not  even  understaod  what  was 
'  meant  by  the  charge  against  them  of  having  overturned  the  laws, 
the  justice,  and  the  revenues  of  their  country.  What  were  their 
laws  .'*  The  arbitrary  mandates  of  capricious  despotism.  What 
their  justice?  Tlie  partial  adjudications  of  venal  magistrates. 
What  their  revenues  P  National  bankruptcy.  This  he  thougbt 
the  fundamental  error  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ar- 
gument, that  he  accused  the  national  assembly  of  creating  tbe 
evils  which  they  had  found  existing  in  full  defonnity  at  tbe 
first  hour  of  their  meeting.  The  public  creditor  had  been  de- 
frauded ;  the  manufacturer  was  out  of  employ  ;  trade  was  lan- 
guishing ;  famine  clang  upon  the  poor  ;  despair  on  all.  In  this 
situation,  the  wisdom  and  feelings  of  the  nation  were  appealed 
to  by  the  government ;  and  was  it  to  be  wondered  at  by  EnglUk~ 
men,  that  a  people,  so  circumstanced,  sbould  search  for  tbe 
cause  and  source  of  all  their  calamities ;  or  that  they  diould 
find  them  in  the  arbitrary  constitution  of  their  government,  aiwl 
in  the  prodigal  and  corrupt  administration  of  their  revenues  ? 
For  such  an  evil,  when  proved,  what  remedy  could  be  resorted 
to,  but  a  radical  amendment  of  the  frame  and  fabric  of  the  con- 
stitution itself  P  This  change  was  not  the  object  and  wish  of  tbe 
national  assembly  only,  it  was  the  claim  and  cry  of  all  France, 
united  as  one  man  for  one  purpose.  He  joined  with  Mr.  Burke 
in  abhorring  the  cruelties  that  had  been  committed ;  but  what 
was  the  striking  lesson,  the  awful  moral  that  was  to  be  gathered 
from  the  outrages  of  the  populace  ?  What,  but  a  superior  ab- 
horrence of  that  accursed  system  of  despotic  government  whidi 
had  BO  deformed  and  corrupted  human  nature,  as  to  make  its 
subjects  capable  of  such  acts  *,  a  government  that  sets  at  naught 
the  property,  the  liberty,  and  lives  of  the  subjects ;  a  govern- 
ment that  deals  in  extortion,  dungeons,  and  tortures ;  sets  an 
example  of  depravity  to  the  slaves  it  rules  over ;  and,  if  a  day 
of  power  comes  to  the  wretched  populace,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
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dered  at,  however  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  they  act  without 
those  feeling  of  justice  and  humanity,  which  the  principles  and 
the  practice  of  ^heir  governors  have  stripped  them  of.  At  the 
same. time,  if  there  were  any  persons  who,  for  the  purposes  of 
their  own  private  and  personal  ambition,  had  instigated  those 
outrages,  they,  whatever  th^r  rank,  birth,  or  fortune,  deserved 
the  execration  of  mankind.  Justice,  however,  required  that  no 
credit  should  be  given  to  mere  rumours  on  such  a  sultject. 

But  whatever  these  outrages  were,  or  whoever  caused  them, 
was  the  national  assembly,  in  any  respect,  responsible  ?  The  na- 
tional assembly,  who,  in  all  cases,  had  interfered  with  zeal  and 
alacrity  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  just  information— what 
action  of  their's  authorized  the  appellation  o!si  bloody,  fenxiotts, 
and  tyrannical  democracy  f  —  Language  like  this  had  been  too 
prevalent  in  some  of  the  ministerial  prints,  and  he  had  always 
seen  it  with  regret ;  for,  to  traduce  the  national  assembly  was, 
in  his  mind,  to  libel  the  whole  French  nation :  whatever  was 
great  or  good  in  France,  must  be  looked  fcH-  there,  <»-  no  where. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  attacked  Mr.  Burke's  declaration,  that  the 
French  might  have  received  a  good  constitution  from  their 
monarch.  What !  was  it  preparing  for  them  in  the  camp  of 
Marshal  Broglio  ?  or  were  they  to  search  for  it  in  the  ruins  of 
the  Bastille  P  He  avowed  a.  most  eager  and  sanguine  hope  that 
the  deapoHam  of  France  should  never  be  restored.  He  avowed 
this,  not  only  as  a  friend  to  the  general  rights  of  mankind,  but 
as  a  politician,  speaking  only  for  the  advantage  of  bis  country. 
He  was  ccmvinced,  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
that  the  despotism  of  France  should  be  destroyed.  Whoever 
looked  into  our  history,  would  come  at  once  to  the  opinion,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  expense  of  blood  ant)  treasure  of  this  na- 
tion had  been  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  France  being  a  de- 
Bpotic  government;  and,  being  a  despotic  government,  being 
what  all  despotisms  ever  had  been,  a  government  of  unprincipled 
unbition,  and  without  faith  or  justice  in  its  dealings  with  other 
nations.  Let  France  amend  her  constitution,  she  may  become 
more  powerful  in  her  permanent  resources,  hut  she  certainly 
will  be  a  juster,  worthier,  and  more  peaceable  nation,  and  more 
likely  to  act  towards  us,  as  we  do  now  tow^ds  her.  The 
French  were  naturally  a  brave  and  generous  people ;  their  vice 
had  been  their  government.     In  hoping,  however,  tlial  that  go- 
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vernment  might  be  radically  amended,  he  could  not  be  thought 
to  approve  of  wanton  persecution  of  tbe  nobility,  of  any  insult 
to  royalty :  it  waa  consistent  with  the  spirit  ^f  ^e  most  perfect 
constitution,  that  the  monarch  should  retain  all  the  powers,  dig- 
nities, and  prerogatives  becoming  the  first  magistrate  of  ao  great 
a  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  other  parts  of  the  discusgioo  respect- 
ing the  French  revolution,  and  paid  high  complimeols  to  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  Monsieur  Bailey,  and  others  of  tbe 
French  patriots ;  and  concluded  with  expressing  his  regret  that 
so  many  friends  of  the  minister  had  held  sentiments  appareutlj 
contrary  ;  and  above  all,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  should 
have  suffered  his  humanity,  however  justly  appealed  to,  to  have 
biassed  his  judgment  on  so  great  a  question. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded,  with  expressing  a  further  differeDce 
with  Mr.  Burke,  with  respect  to  our  own  revolution  of  168& 
He  had  never  been  accustomed  to  consid^  that  transaction  as 
merdy  the  removal  of  one  man  and  the  substitution  of  another, 
but  as  the  glorious  sera  that  gave  real  and  efficient  A^edom  to 
this  country,  and  established,  on  a  permanent  basis,  those  sacred 
principles  of  government  and  reverence  for  the  rights  of  men 
which  he,  for  one,  could  not  value  here,  without  wishing  to  see 
them  diffused  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Burke  antwered,  thai  he  motl  lincatif  tamaiitd  otw  Jft#  uttvUable  nettt 
tilj  (tf  naie  publicly  declaring,  that  haiefforth  hi*  horumnAU  friend  mtd  he  were 
separated  in  politics ;  yet,  evtn  in  the  tnotnttit  of  teparatioH,  ht  atprcled  that  U* 
honourable  friend,  for  lo  he  had  hetn  in  the  habit  of  ealUng  him,  voaU  hmee 
treated  him  with  same  degree  nfkindneu;  or  alleait,  if  he  had  not,  for  Iheiakr 
iff  a  long  and  amicable  connection,  heardhim  with  tomt  partialitf,  have  dene  Um 
thejtaliee  of  reprettnting  hit  argvnent*  fairly.  On  the  ctmtrarf,  he  had,  mm 
eruells  a>  unexprcledlg,  tniarepreteitted  the  natiare  of  hi»  retMrkt.  Hie  honaar- 
able  gentleman  had  thought  proper  lo  charge  Aim  mtk.being  the  advocate  <ff  dea- 
pofitm,  though  in  the  beginning  of  hit  former  apeech  he  had  exprettb/  reproiaied 
every  meatare  which  carried  vnth  it  even  the  tlighiett  appearance  of  detpalitm. 
AU  who  knevi  him  covld  not  avoid,  with  the  moit  unmerited  violaiion  of  aafitral 
Juttice,  aclnoieledging  that  he  mat  the  profetttd  enemg  of  detpolitm  ta  emy 
thape,  whether,  at  he  had  before  t^terned,  it  appeared  at  the  tptendid  tframijf  ^ 
Lam*  the  Fourteenth,  or  the  outrageout  democracy  of  the  pretent  gonemme*!  ^ 
France,  which  levelled  all  ditiinciioni  imociety.  TKe  honourable  gentleman  ate 
/lad  ehargedhim  with  having  libelled  the  national  ateembly,  and  ttigntatited  tluim 
at  a  bloody,  cruel,  and  ferocioui  democracy.  He  appealed  to  the  houte  whelktr 
he  had  uttered  one  tingle  lyUable  concerning  the  national  auembbf  WrUet  coidd 
warrant  tuch  a  eonitruclion  at  the  honourable  gentlemm  hadpttimpom  Ul  worA, 
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Jit  fell  himttff  iBtanmttd  m  ponMecIji  rtptUtHg  the  impHtation,  beeauti  tke 
tehok  tenor  tff  kit  lift,  he  hoped,  at  Itott.  had  proved  that  he  wot  a  wmiere  awi 
firm  friend  to  freedom  ;  and,  under  that  daeription,  he  vat  concerned  to  find  that 
there  leere  periam  in  Ihii  countrtf  who  entertained  theoriei  tff  govtrmnevi  not 
thorovghfy  aoMitent  uiith  the  tafeti/  of  the  ttate,  and  leere,  perhapt,  readif  to 
tranefer  a  part,  at  leatt,  of  that  anarchy  ahieh  prevailed  in  Fhtnce  to  thit  kinff. 
dom,for  the  pmrpote  of  ^ffeettutling  their  mm  detigm.  Yet,  if  the  Aonon-ailc 
gentienun  eontidered  him  at  gnilti/,  why  did  he  not  attack  him  at  the  foe  of  hie 
eotmfrjr  F  Ai  to  the  charge  of  abiuing  the  nalional  antmiilg,  it  might  i srai  aU 
moet  tugieient  to  oHMeer,  "  What  is  the  national  aaaemblg  to  ue  T"  But,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  did  not  libel  the  nalional  aueviblii  of  France,  vihom  he  txntidered 
eery  liltte  in  the  ditetution  of  theie  mattert  j  thai  he  thought  all  the  ntbtlantial 
potoer  reiided  m  the  republic  qf  Parit,  whose  aulhorit]/  guided,  or  whoM  example 
watfoUotBed  bf  att  the  republic*  qf  France.  71U  repuUic  of  Parte  had  an 
armji  under  their  ordtri,  and  not  tinder  thoee  qf  the  national  aeiemfilg.  The 
honoar^le  gentleman  had  aiied,  from  whence  the  people  of  FVanct  were  to  ex- 
pect a  better  conililulion  t — whether  from  Marthal  Broglio,  at  the  head  of  hie 
army:  or  were  they  to  hale  far  it  anidtt  the  dungeon*  of  the  BaeiiUeT  WaM 
that  a  fair  and  candid  mode  t^f  treating  hit  argument,  or  wat  it  what  he  ought  to 
katK  expected  in  the  momeTil  of  departed  friendthip  F  On  the  contrary,  teat  it 
not  evident  that  the  honourable  gentleman'had  made  a  eaerifice  of  hit  friendthip, 
for  Ihe  take  qf  catching  tome  momenteiry  popularity  t  If  the  fact  wot  tuch, 
however,  even  greatly  at  he  thould  continue  to  admire  ihe  honourable  gentleman'* 
talentt,  he  mutt  tell  kim  that  hit  argument  wat  chiefly  an  argument  ad  invidiam, 
oNif  that  all  the  applautefor  which  he  could  hope  from  clube,  waeecarcely  teorlh 
the  tacr^e  which  he  had  ckoeen  to  make  for  lo  inlign^canl  an  acquitition. 
T%»  retolutiotu  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  houie  a^owned. 


EXCI8K    DDTIEB    ON    TOBACCO. 

Mft.  Sheridan  observed,  that  having  some  reason  to  conclude 
that  neither  the  minister,  nor  any  of  those  gentlemen  who  were 
connected  vith  him  in  office,  would  oppose  the  motion  which  he 
should  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  it 
might  appear  improper  to  enter,  for  the  present,  into  a  de&il  of 
the  subject.  He  should  not,  therefore,  trouble  the  house  with 
any  long  series  of  remarks  concerning  the  necessity  of  repealing 
the  act  of  the  last  aession,  subjecting  the  manufacturers  of  tobacco 
and  snuff  to  the  excise  laws ;  but  he  would  chiefly  employ  the 
few  WOTds  he  should  use,  in  miwt  earnestly  entreating  gentlemen 
to  pay  attention  to  the  subject,  assuring  them  that  it  was  of  in- 
finite importance,  and  the  more  it  was  inquired  into  the  more 
would  its  extent  and  magnitude  display  themaelveB,  and  it  would 
be  found  that  a  matter  more  interesting  to  the  first  and  dearest 
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principles  of  the  constitution  had  scftrcely  erer  called  for  the  in- 
vesttgation  of  a  British  house  of  commons.  Every  memher  must 
wish  that,  in  a  question  where  the  revenue  was  materially  con- 
cerned, the  utmost  candour  might  be  preserved,  and  notbtog 
which  bore  the  smallest  appearance  of  party  spirit  be  suffered  to 
preraiL  In  all  cases  of  revenue,  two  or  three  instances  excepted, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  whole  house,  to  a  man,  had  joined 
cordially  and  earnestly  in  supporting  the  measures  in  agitation, 
and  in  endeavouring,  as  effectually  as  possible,  to  sustain  and 
keep  up  the  credit  of  the  country.  In  the  only  cases  in  which 
opposition  had  been  maintained,  more  good  had  bera  done  than 
harm,  as  had  been  evident  in  the  case  of  the  fustian  tax  and  the 
shop  tax,  and  he  trusted  that  the  same  consequence  would  foUow 
the  repeal  of  the  tobacco  act ;  for  repealed  it  must  be,  If  the 
house  would  fairly  and  closely  examine  into  its  operation  and 
effects.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  either  to  dwell  much  upon 
the  general  inattention  of  that  house  to  questions  of  revenue,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  of  introducing  bills  of  conriderable  im- 
portance, early  in  the  session,  so  that  there  might  be  time  tar 
their  full  and  complete  discussion  ;  or  to  point  out  the  folly  of 
reposing  a  blind  con6dence  in  ministers'  experience  respecting 
matters  of  revenue.  Had  the  tobacco  bill  been  introduced  early 
in  a  session,  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  it  should  ever  have 
passed  at  all ;  but  protracted  as  it  had  been,  purposely,  to  the 
end  of  the  session,  gentlemen  had  not  that  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining and  considering  a  bill  of  such  length  and  complicated  va- 
riety, which  ought  to  have  been  given,  and  which  alone  could 
prevent  the  disgrace  which  the  house  ultimately  sustained,  in  be- 
ing obliged,  the  very  next  session  after  it  had  pnseed,  to  revise, 
reconsider,  and  amend  their  own  act.  No  man  (Mr.  Sheridan 
said^could  pronounce  him  wrong  in  this  observation,  or  declare 
that  he  hazarded  an  opinion  which  was  doubtful ;  since,  in  pass- 
ing the  tobacco  act,  the  house  had  passed  an  act  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  greatest  law  authority  of  the  kingdom,  hod  been 
called  a  mass  of  contradictions  and  absurdities.  He  did  not  mean 
to  refer  to  the  place  where  this  declaration  had  been  made,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  the  forms  and  customs  of  that  house  would 
not  admit  of  it,  and  he  wished  not  to  be  irregular,'but  he  had  the 
sanction  of  the  first  legal  authority  in  the  kingdom  to  declare 
that  the  bill  was  so  ill  drawn  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  under- 
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Stood ;  that  it  was  full  of  clauses  of  an  opposite  and  ccHitradictory 
nature ;  that  many  of  them  were  absolutely  irrectHicileable ;  and 
that  the  whole  bill  had  been  framed  and  put  together  by  a  man 
who  could  write,  but  .who  could  not  read.  The  principle  of  the 
bill  led  to  the  introductitm  of  a  general  excise ;  and,  therefore, 
on  that  ground  alone,  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  He  wished  also, 
th&t  if  it  were  possible,  it  could  be  viewed  so  as  to  be  regarded 
solely  as  a  matter  af-jvenuc.  disconnected  as  it  were  from  the 
oonstitutitm.  He  knew*  that  it  was  impossible  in  that  house  ab- 
solutely to  disctMinect  the  constitution  and  the  revenue  in  all  mau 
ten  regarding  the  revenue ;  but  still  he  wished  that  it  might  he 
looked  on  with  a  trading  eye,  and  solely  with  a  view  to  the  reve- 
nue. The  excise  laws  would  then  be  found  likely  to  cut  up  our . 
resources  by  the  roots,  and  to  be  the  most  fatal  mode  of  collec- 
tion, in  its  effect,  to  which  it  was  possible  to  resort.  In  the  case 
of  tobacco  they  were  wholly  inapplicable ;  and,  in  fact,  he  would 
lay  it  down  as  a  principle  in  the  Inoadest  and  most  unequivocal 
manner  that  the  extension  of  the  excise  systnn  would  be  just  as 
applicable  to  the  cloth  which  we  wore  on  our  backs,  the  buckles 
in  our  shoes,  and  any  and  every  other  article  of  our  manufacture 
as  tobacco  and  snuff.     In  conclusion,  Mr.  Sheridan  moved : — 

"  That  the  several  petitions  which  have  been  presented  to  this 
bouse,  in  this  session  of  parliament,  praying  for  a  repeal  or  alter- 
ation of  the  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  laying 
excise  duties  on  tobacco,  he  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  and  that  such  of  the  said  pedticHierB  as  desire,  he  heard  by 
their  counsel  in  support  of  their  said  petitions." 
Mr.  Pitt  antwered,  but  did  not  oppoit  Uie  notion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  should  not  go  into  any  general 
arguments  in  answer  to  the  tartness  and  asperity  manifested  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whom  he  was  sorry  to  perceive 
BO  sore  upon  the  subject,  but  however  the  right  htmourable  gentle- 
man might  lose  his  temper,  he  was  determined  to  keep  bis  own, 
and  adhere  to  the  moderation  with  which  he  began.  As  to  the 
general  observation  that  he  had  made,  respecting  the  consequence 
of  bringing  in  great  and  important  bills  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  passing  them  in  a  hurry,  it  was  a  justifiable  one,  surely,  since 
the  first  law  authority  in  the  kingdom  had  said  that  the  bill  was 
unintelligible,  and  pronounced  it  a  mass  of  oontradictions,  ab- 
surdity, and  oppression.    Had  he  wished  to  speak  of  bringing  in 
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the  bill  with  any  sort  of  severity,  he  might  have  charged  the  ri^t 
hooourable  gentleman  with  having,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
session,  informed  the  house  that  the  bill  vas  nearly  ready ;  and 
then  having,  the  next  year,  premeditatedly  and  designedly  pro- 
tracted it  till  the  end  of  the  session,  when  a  sufficient  numb^  of 
gentlemen  were  not  in  town,  or  did  not  attend  to  give  it  the  ne- 
cessary examination.  Adverting  to  the  c^ncellor  of  the  exche- 
quer's observation  respecting  the  want  of<walogy  between  broad 
cloth  and  tobacco,  Mr,  Sheridan  declam  that  be  had  never 
dreamt  ofany,  but  merely  talked  pf  the  applicability  of  the  excise 
laws  to  two  opposite  articles  of  manufacture.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  asserted  that  he  had  sought  the  best  infonmu 
tion  in  his  power,  and  that  the  manufacturers  had  engaged  to  send 
him  an  account  of  their  grievances,  but  they  had  failed  to  make 
good  their  word.  Mr.  Sheridan  contradicted  the  assertion,  and  said, 
that  luckily  the  matter  did  not  rest  on  his  evidence,  but  a  third 
party,  the  manufacturers  themselves,  lie  confessed  he  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting,  but  he  spoke  upon  their  authority.  It  was 
true  the  right  honourable  gentleman  saw  them,  and  asked  them  to 
state  their  grievances  specifically  in  writing  ;  they  told  him  that 
was  a  matter  of  information  they  could  not  afford  to  give  him, 
but  wished  to  give  all  the  information  in  their  power  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this ; 
and  yet,  because  they  would  not  privauly  commimicate  their  case 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  had  charged  tb^n  with 
having  declined  the  performance  of  a  promise,  which  the  manu- 
facturers not  only  never  made,  but  to  which  they  expressly  re- 
fused to  accede.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  positively  affirm 
that  the  petitioners  had  not  had  recourse  to  the  exciting  any  sort 
of  clamour,  but  were  ready  to  come  to  the  bar  of  that  house  and 
prove,  by  evidence,  that  they  laboured  under  a  very  great  op. 
pression  and  inconvenience.  This  was  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  it  should  be  considered  that  the  manufacturers  were 
men  of  character  and  respectability,  in  every  sense  of  the  words; 
when  they  came  to  the  bar  the  house  would  be  able  to  know  who 
and  what  they  were,  and  how  the  facu  actually  stood. 

7%t  moUoa  pamd. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again  to  name  the  day,  but  begged  the  ho- 
nourable member  for  Hull  to  declare  whether  he  did  not  know 
that  the  whole  of  the  bill  bad  not  been  put  in  force  F  A  material 
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part  of  the  evidence  would  go  to  prove  that  the  bill  was  so  im- 
practicable, that  parts  of  it  had  been  obliged  to  be  suflpended. 

Mr.  2%omto»  antwtred,  that  the  turviy*  wert  made  viore  frtqaatUy  m  the 
eountty  than  in  totm  (only  once  in  lix  leeekt  tn  the  latter,  but  once  every  fort- 
night in  the  formtrj,  and,  therrfore,  ths  ineonvenUnee  tf  the  act  uould  have 
betn/elt  more  *evereljf  in  the  eomtn/  than  in  town. 

7%e  entninff  7%wr«A>y  aai  moved  for  tie  dm/  of  the  eomnutlte'e  wieeting. 


EXCISE    DUTIES    OX    TOBACCO. 
Mr.  Sheridtmmovtd  the  order  of  At  dag  for  the  hotue  toretolve  ittelfinto  a 
eonunittee  on  the  teveral  petUitme,  prai/ingfor  a  repeal  of  the  aetforeianiy 
tobacco ;  which  heing  eomplitd  teiih, 

Mb.  Shebidah  observed,  that,  in  despite  of  the  little  consider- 
ation to  which  several  honourable  members  might  think  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ensuing  debate  entitled,  he  felt  himself  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  the  great  importance  of  its  nature  merited  the  closest 
attention,  and  the  most  serious  investigation  of  the  committee ; 
and,  therefore,  upon  such  a  ground,  be  should  take  the  liberty 
to  put  in  his  earnest  claim  to  the  favour  of  an  unprejudiced  and 
patient  hearing.  The  matter,  indeed,  would  scarcely  admit  of 
being  enlivened  or  dignified  by  the  manner  of  discussion  ;  yet  it 
was  deeply  interesting ;  for  it  involved  within  it  points  which 
were  exceeding  material  to  the  existence  of  the  constitution  itself. 
He  was,  however,  too  well  persuaded,  that  before  he  could  suc- 
ceed in  making  some  members  of  the  committee  view  the  ques- 
tion in  the  same  light  in  which  it  appeared  to  him,  there  were 
some  prejudices  which  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  endea- 
vour to  remove.  Of  late  he  had  observed  that,  whenever  re- 
venue was  mentioned  in  parliament,  it  seemed  to  be  understood 
that  every  other  consideration  was  to  give  way  to  it ;  and  that 
even  constitutional  principles  were  made  subordinate  to  an  in- 
crease of  revenue.  This  had  grown  into  a  kind  of  prejudice ; 
and  a  man  would  run  the  hazard  of  being  thought  an  enemy  to 
the  credit  of  the  nation,  who  should  venture  to  oppose  a  plan, 
however  injurious  it  might  prove  to  the  rights  of  the  subject,  if 
it  purported  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  an  increase  of  revenue. 
Yet  still  should  he  presume  to  oppose  that  prejudice,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  professed  himself  to  be  among  tlie  foremost  of  those 
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who  were  aDxious  to  uphold  and  preserve  the  public  credit.  He 
was  aware  that  the  doctrine  on  which  this  prejudice  was  founded 
had  powerful  advocates,  and  was  sancdoDed  by  great  authorities. 
Mr.  Hastings,  among  others,  had  declared  himself  the  champioo 
of  it,  and  lent  it  the  weight  and  credit  of  his  name ;  £»  he  had 
a£Gnned  it,  in  a  solemn  manner,  to  be  his  opinion,  that "  revenue 
was  the  end  of  all  government.''  But  though  this  position  was 
advanced  by  so  great  a  statesman,  he  would  not  hedtate  to  say, 
that  it  could  not  be  maintained  for  a  moment  by  any  man  who 
bad  the  smallest  r^ard  for  the  happiness  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
The  true  end  of  govemnient  was  to  keep  mankind  together  by 
securing  their  happiness,  protecting  their  rights,  and  insuring 
to  them  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  property. 
Revenue  might  be  used  as  part  of  the  means  for  eSecting  these 
desirable  purposes,  but  it  would  be  a  perversion  of  common 
sense  to  call  it  the  end  of  govemm^it.  Those  persons  who  could 
mistake  revenue  for  the  end  of  government,  would,  and  must 
consider  a  national  debt  as  absolutely  necessary  in  every  state ; 
and  would  therefore  take  care  to  establish  what  he  must  always 
consider  as  dangerous  to  liberty;  for  a  public  debt  of  auy  mag- 
nitude produced,  of  course,  taxes;  the  collection  of  taxes  required 
revenue  officers ;  the  appointment  of  these,  being  in  the  execu- 
tive government,  would  necessarily  extend  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  that  extension  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of 
the  people.  He  was  willing  to  go  great  lengths  to  support  the 
public  credit,  by  increasing  the  revenue;  but  he  thought  Uiat 
there  were  some  rights  which  were  above  all  price,  and  for  the 
want  or  loss  of  which  no  increase  of  revenue  could  be  a  compen- 
sation. There  was  another  prejudice,  the  fatal  influence  of  whid 
had  been  experienced  more  than  once  in  the  defeat  of  laudable 
endeavours  made  by  friends  to  their  country  to  oppose  what  they 
conceived  to  be  injurious  to  the  people's  rights.  And  this  preju- 
dice was,  that  measures  proposed  by  a  minister  w^e  opposed  of 
course  by  his  political  adversaries  in  parliament,  not  because  the 
measures  were  wrong,  but  because  they  were  his.  This  prejudice 
was  founded  upon  an  opinion  as  unjust  as  it  was  injurious,  and 
could  not,  for  a  moment,  stand  the  ordeal  of  inquiry.  If  gentle 
men  would  look  back,  and  review  the  proceedings  of  that  oppo- 
sition of  which  it  was  his  boast  to  be  a  member,  they  would  Gnd 
that  the  persons  of  whom  it  was  composed  had,  upMi  aO  occa- 
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&ioDB,  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  concur  with  the  minister  in 
supporting  the  public  credit ;  and  that  the;  never  attempted  to 
catch  at  popularity  bj  contending  that  taxation  was  unnecessary. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  always  agreed  with  him,  that,  in  the 
actual  situation  of  affairs,  the  burdens  of  the  people  could  not 
be  lightened.  Whenever,  then,  they  had  differed  from  him,  and 
condemned  any  of  his  measures,  the  difference  was  not  about  the 
end,  but  the  means,  and  the  issue  of  their  opposition,  on  various 
Ofx»sionB,  proved  that  it  was  founded  on  reason,  and  not  in  hos- 
tility to  the  minister.  It  was  to  opposition  that  the  nation  was 
indebted  for  the  defeat  of  the  plan  by  which  the  minister  would 
have  placed  an  excise  ofBcer  at  the  mouth  of  every  coal-pit  in 
the  kingdom ;  for  that  must  have  been  the  case  if  he  had  not 
been  obliged,  by  opposition,  to  give  up  the  duty  which  he  had 
proposed  to  lay  upon  coals.  When  cme  of  the  moat  valuable 
manufactures  in  the  kingdom  (the  cotton)  was  endangered  by  the 
injudicious  excise  duty  laid  upon  fustians  and  other  articles,  op- 
position stepped  forward,  and,  by  procuring  the  repeal  of  that 
duty,  preserved  from  ruin  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  trade 
and  wealth  to  the  nation.  The  shop-tax  was  also  opposed  ;  and, 
after  repeated  struggles,  the  minister  gave  it  up ;  in  that  case  he 
must  be  imagined  to  have  given  way  to  conviction,  and  not  to 
clamour ;  and  consequently  he  himself,  by  ctHisenting  to  the  re- 
peal of  that  tax,  admitted  that  the  opposition  to  it  was  well 
founded.  In  these  various  instances  tjie  committee  would  see 
that  opposition  had  not  been  actuated  by  factious  motives ;  the 
success  which  attended  the  stand  made  to  those  different  mea- 
sures, and  the  inioister''8  own  conduct  in  giving  up  his  plaps,  not- 
withstanding the  kind  of  parental  fondness  that  he  was  known, 
in  general,  to  {ee\  for  whatever  proposition  he  had  once  adopted, 
proved,  beyond  contradiction,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition 
had  good  reason  on  their  side.  The  prejudice  which  he  was  then 
combating,  was  not  confined  to  the  house  of  commons,  but  per- 
vaded lai^  bodies  of  manufacturers,  whose  spirit  had  been 
broken  down  by  the  oppression  of  excise  laws. 

It  was  the  decided  opinion  of  several  of  the  manufactHrers  of 
the  very  article  on  which  he  was  to  say  so  much  before  he  should 
ut  down,  that  the  act  was  as  oppressive,  as  absurd,  and  as  im- 
practicable as  it  had  been  declared  to  be  by  himself  and  others ; 
and  yet  they  did  not  dare  to  join  their  brethtjen  in  opposing  it, 

i,Googlc 


538  SPEECHES  OF  THE  [APRIL  16, 

lest  by  joioing  opposititn,  they  should  bring  upon  themsdves 
the  indignation  of  government,  and  the  ill-will  of  the  commis- 
donas  of  excise.  This  he  could  prove  by  a  letter  then  in  his 
hand,  written  by  Mr.  Purvis,  of  Hull,  an  eminent  manufacturer 
in  the  tobacco  line,  to  the  committee  of  tobacconists.  A  passage 
from  this  letter  Mr.  Sheridan  read ;  and  it  appeared  from  it  that 
Hr.  Purvis,  though  he  had  once  thought  so  ill  of  the  tobacco 
excise  act,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  trade ;  and 
though  at  least  two  out  of  the  three  partners  in  his  house  had 
been  on  the  point  of  retiring  from  it  on  account  of  this  act,  yet 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  manufacturers  ought  to  acquiesce, 
"  lest  by  throwing  themselves  into  the  arms  of  opposition,  they 
should  draw  upon  themselves  the  ill-will  of  govemm«it.*'  Such 
was  the  mode  of  thinking  and  acting  into  which  a  free~bom  sub- 
ject might  be  driven  by  the  oppressive  spirit  of  the  excise  laws. 
Uncommon  pains  had  been  taken,  in  the  public  prints,  to  defame 
all  those  who  had  taken  any  part  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a 
repeal  of  the  tobacco  act.  And  no  one  bad  been  more  distia> 
guished  on  the  occasion  than  himself.  He  begged  leave  to  apo- 
logize for  speaking  concerning  himself;  he  at  all  times  disliked 
egotisms,  and  more  so,  on  the  present  occasion,  when  the  att«>~ 
tic«  of  the  committee  was  to  be  taken  up  with  the  consideration 
f^  important  subjects  ;  but,  still,  as  it  was  the  part  which  he 
bad  takea  in  this  business  that  hod  drawn  upon  him  the  ill-will 
of  those  who  had  traduced  him  i  and  as  they  had  connected  his 
personal  character  with  the  important  business  in  which  he  was 
then  engaged,  he  hoped  that  the  committee  would  suffer  him  to 
trespass,  for  some  few  minutes,  on  their  patience,  whilst  he  should 
proceed  to  a  few  remarks  upon  the  attacks  that  had  been  made 
upon  him.  Those  who  made  those  attacks  had  gone  out  of  the 
common  path,  and  instead  of  pursuing  the  old  sober  staple  <^ 
abuse  had  descended  to  the  lowest  scurrilities,  and  fallen  without 
mercy  not  only  upon  his  public  conduct,  but  also  on  his  private 
life.  They  had  made  charges  of  a  singular  nature,  and  endea- 
voured to  rob  him  of  the  esteem  and  friendsbip  of  those  whom 
he  valued  most  in  society.  Fortunately,  however,  th^r  charges 
were  as  void  of  truth  as  they  were  fraught  with  malice.  He  had, 
hitherto,  treated  them  with  contemptuous  silence,  and  would 
have  continued  in  this  disposition  to  the  present  day,  if  be  had 
not  felt  some  reason  to  think,  which  reason  he  had  not  beard  till 
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a  few  hours  ago,  that  Bome  of  those  charges  were  considered  as 
founded  in  truth.  What  he  more  particularly  alluded  to  were 
whispers  or  reports  of  jealousies  among  some  of  his  dearest 
friends,  and  of  a  certun  opposition  afSnned  to  have  been  made 
by  a  noble  duke  (Portland)  against  some  views  or  expecta- 
tions which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  said  to  have  entertained ;  con- 
cerning sucb  whispers  and  reports,  he  could  truly  declare  that 
there  was  not  in  them  one  grain  of  truth.  The  opinion  which 
they  ascribed  to  the  noble  duke  had  never  been  entertained  by 
him.  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  he  would  not  venture  to  state 
to  the  committee  the  opinion  that  the  noble  duke  was  pleased  to 
entertain  of  him,  lest  he  should  be  accused  of  vanity  in  publish- 
ing what  he  might  deem  highly  flattering  ;  all,  therefore,  that  he 
would  assert  on  this  occasion  was,  that  if  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  make  the  man  whose  good  opinion  he  should  most  highly 
prize  think  flatteringly  of  him,  he  would  have  that  man  to  think 
of  him  precisely  as  the  noble  duke  did ;  and  then  his  wish  on 
that  subject  would  be  most  amply  gratifled. 

The  jealousies  to  which  he  was  described  as  having  given  oc- 
casion, existed  only  in  the  brain  of  the  traducers ;  they  did  not, 
they  could  not,  exist  any  where  else. 

Htre  Mr.  Fax  t»clamed  "  Htar  him  !  htar  lum  I"  ia  a  lofu  of  appraiation. 

He  was,  therefore,  perfectly  at  his  ease  whilst  the  traducers 
were  propagating  their  calumnies.  He  defied  any  man  to  charge 
him  with  any  one  act  which  could  be  tortured  into  a  violation  of 
any  engagement  founded  in  honour  and  integrity.  If  he  could 
be  charged,  in  truth,  with  any  dishonourable,  mean,  or  unmanly 
act,  he  should  feel  very  differently  indeed ;  his  mind,  in  that 
case,  would  sting  him  more  than  the  most  bitter  reproaches  of 
his  most  calumniating  enemies.  As  to  any  pretensions  which 
might  be  ascribed  to  him,  to  situations  far  b^ond  his  natural 
weight  in  the  community,  he  would  only  observe,  that  it  was  the 
peculiar  excellence  of  the  British  constitution,  that  a  man  could 
push  forward  into  notice  and  distinction  the  talents  or  abilities, 
whatever  they  might  be,  with  which  Providence  had  endowed 
him.  Mr.  Sheridan,  at  length  returning  to  the  system  of  excise, 
said,  that  he  then  held  in  his  hand  a  book  which  contained  only 
ten  acts  of  parliament  for  enforcing  the  excise ;  and  be  was  bold 
enough  to  dedare,  that  in  no  age  or  country  had  the  most  fell 
despotism  pursued  measures  more  tyrannical,  more  cruel,  or  more 
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oppressive  than  those  which  were  to  be  found  in  that  book.  Des- 
potism, he  admitted,  had  oppressed  with  marked  cruelty  in  «11 
ages  ;  but  never  had  it  assumed  the  rofoe  and  form  of  law,  and 
built  up  such  a  system  of  oppression  as  that  book  exhibited.  It 
would  prove  an  endless  task  to  point  out  the  various  iimtfinrnHi 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  <^  the  oppressive  spirit  of  the 
excise  laws.  He  would,  therefore,  content*  himself  with  one.  An 
eminent  distiller,  of  very  fair  character,  had  occasion  to  dispute 
a  judgment  by  which  a  quantity  of  spirits  had  been  seized  and 
condemned  as  being  above  proof.  He  maintained  that  they  were 
not  above  proof;  that  Clarke^s  hydrometer,  by  which  they  had 
been  proved,  was  faulty;  and  that  if  the  spirits  were  tried  by  ac- 
curately-made hydrometers,  they  would  be  fonnd  to  be  sudi  as 
the  law  required  them  to  be,  and  consequently  not  seizable.  The 
case  went  to  trial,  and  turned  out  to  be  precisely  as  the  distillar 
had  stated  it  to  be;  Mr.  Clarke  admitted  that  his  hydrometer 
was  faulty,  and  requested  that  the  commissioners  of  excise  would 
give  him  leave  to  amend  and  correct  it.  But,  instead  of  listen- 
ing to  a  request  so  reasonable  and  just,  they  procured  a  clause  to 
be  inserted  in  a  hotch-potch  bill,  by  which  it  was  enacted  that 
CIarke''s  hydrometer  should  in  future  be  the  legal  standard  tar 
trying  the  strength  of  spirits.  Tbb  hydrometer  was  acknow- 
ledged by  its  maker  to  be  faulty ;  and  yet  the  commissioners,  so 
far  from  granting  him  leave  to  amend  it,  applied  to  parliamrat 
for  an  act  which  sanctioned  error,  and  legalized  falsehood  and 
Impression. 

This  single  instance  must  give  the  committee  an  idea  of  the 
spirit  of  the  excise  laws ;  and  yet  the  idea  would  be  faint  and  fall 
infinitely  short  of  the  reality.  If,  in  the  course  of  a  trial,  it  was 
found  that  a  person  whose  goods  were  seized,  had  been  able  to 
recover  them,  a  new  clause  or  act  was  prop(»ed  to  meet  this  parti- 
cular case ;  so  that  the  system  of  excise  law  was  not  founded  on  any 
general  principle,  but  on  particular  cases,  and,  in  its  pn^ress,  it 
advanced  regularly  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  degree  of  oppres- 
sion. Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when  the 
excise  laws  began  first  to  appear,  great  caution  was  used  to  8e> 
cure  the  liberty  of  the  subject  from  being  wantonly  abused.  In 
the  first  instance,  an  excise  officer  could  not  break  into  a  house 
without  information  upon  oath,  without  a  warrant  from  a  justice 
of  peace,  and  the  presence  and  attendance  of  a  constable ;  aoA  no 
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house  was,  even  with  all  these  precautions,  to  be  entered  by  an 
exciseman  in  the  night.  But,  by  degrees,  all  these  barriers 
erected  for  the  protection  of  liberty  were  beaten  down  ;  the  war- 
rant from  the  justice  was  dispensed  with,  as  well  ae  the  informa- 
tioQ  upon  oath,  and  the  attendance  of  a  constable,  and  at  last  the 
officer  might  enter  in  the  dead  of  the  night ;  nay,  ao  far  had  the 
spirit  of  despotism  been  carried,  that,  in  the  very  present  admi- 
nistration, a  clause  was  inserted  in  an  act  for  empowering  even  a 
reputed  officer  of  excise  to  enter  a  bouse  by  night,  without  war- 
rant, or  presence  of  a  constable. 

Htre  the  attoraty-general  teemtd  to  doubt  by  hu  looki  ahtlker  tuck  a  clauit 
could  have  paued. 

But  Mr.  Sheridan  said  it  certainly  had  passed,  after  having 
been  inefiectually  opposed  by  himself  and  a  worthy  and  respect- 
able member  for  Salisbury  (Mr.  Hussey).  It  was  so  gross  an 
act  of  despotism,  however,  that  during  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment it  was  repealed.  In  all  the  cases  of  trial  under  the  excise 
lavs,  the  officers  and  the  tradesmen  were  not  what  they  ought  to 
be  in  a  free  country — they  did  not  go  into  court  upon  equal 
terms.  It  was  the  boast  of  the  English  constitution  that  the 
highest  and  the  lowest  subject  in  the  land  met  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice on  terms  of  equality ;  but  this  equality  was  destroyed  by  the 
excise  laws.  If  goods  were  seized,  the  owner  became  obliged  to 
prove  that  they  bad  paid  the  duty ;  but  the  officer  was  not  like- 
wise reduced  to  the  necessity  of  proving  that  they  were  seizable, 
until  the  owner  should  have  established  grounds  that  a  jury 
might  deem  sufficient  to  warrant  and  call  for  the  restoration  of 
them.  The  officer  could  bring  his  action  within  three  years,  the 
trader  within  three  months  ;  and  the  latter  was  compelled  to  give 
notice  in  writing  of  the  grounds  on  which  heintended  to  proceed; 
and  he  was  restrained,  at  the  time  of  trial,  from  bringing  any 
fresh  ground,  or  giving  any  evidence  which  he  had  not  specified 
in  the  notice :  and,  after  all,  though  the  jury  should,  on  finding 
the  conduct  of  the  officer  to  have  been  vexatious,  malicious,  and 
oppressive,  give  the  trader  .fSiOOO  damages ;  yet,  if  the  judge 
should  certify  that  there  was  probable  ground  for  the  seizure,  the 
damages  thus  given  by  a  jury  might  be  reduced  to  twopence. 
Here  it  might  be  said  that  the  character  of  the  judges  would  not 
allow  the  supposition  that  any  of  them  would  favour  the  excise 
officer  at  the  expense  of  justice.     He,  for  one,  thought  as  highly 
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as  any  man  of  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  the  present  judges; 
but  he  did  not  conceive  it  fitting  that  the  liberty  and  proper^  of 
the  subject  should  ever  rest  upon  mere  confidence  in  the  charac- 
ter of  individuals ;  those  who  irould  have  him  submit  to  such  a 
predicament  would  only  alarm  still  more  his  jealousy.  It  might, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  the  sting  of  the  excise  laws  was  taken 
away  by  the  moderation  with  which  they  were  executed ;  and  an 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (the  Rttoi:iiey-geoeral)had  said, 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  in  point  of  fact,  not  more  than  seven  and 
a  half  per  cent,  was  levied  of  all  the  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by 
the  traders  under  these  laws.  He  admitted  the  moderation  of  the 
crown  lawyers ;  but  this  very  moderation  was  ground  for  alarm; 
for  it  showed  that  those  who  incurred  penalties  under  the  excise 
laws,  held  ninety-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  their  property  at  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  crown,  and  consequently  were  obliged  to 
submit  to  any  thing,  rather  than  ofTend  the  government  of  the 
day,  by  whose  forbearance  alone  they  enjoyed  so  considerable  a 
portion  of  property,  which  might  be  exacted  and  taken  from 
them  under  the  name  of  penalties  and  fines.  Ikying  thus  at  the 
mercy  of  government,  their  spirit  was  broken  down ;  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  became  less  good  citizens  and  subjects  than 
they  were  before.  Upon  this  occasion,  it  would  be  expected  that 
he  should  make  some  remarks  concerning  the  trial  by  jury,  par- 
ticularly as  it  was  mentioned  in  all  the  petitions  then  on  the  table. 
If  there  was  any  human  institution  which  a  man  might  be  per- 
mitted to  idolize,  even  with  the  enthusiasm  of  superstition,  it  was 
the  trial  by  jury.  But  if  it  was  tobecontinued  upon  no  other  prin- 
ciples than  those  of  the  excise  laws,  he  should  not  deem  it  worth 
preserving;  nay,  he  thought  that  in  the  end  it  might  become 
dangerous  to  the  community.  Men  who  were  accustomed  to  see 
the  numerous  hardships  and  oppressions  which  were  always  the 
forerunners  of  a  trial  on  any  <^  the  excise  laws,  must,  in  the  end, 
become  familiarized  with  oppression,  and  lose  much  of  the  horror 
which  it  at  first  inspires ;  and  finding  their  verdicts  frequently 
set  aside  by  the  certificate  of  a  judge,  they  must,  of  course,  feel 
less  anxiety  about  endeavouring  to  apportion  the  damages  to 
what  they  conceive  to  have  been  the  extent  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  trader,  when,  after  all  their  pains,  the  judge  might  reduce 
them  to  twopence.  If  the  minister  wished  to  taahe  the  trial  by 
jury  what  it  was  intended  by  the  constitution  that  it  should  be— 
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a  shield  against  oppression — he  would  have  him  not  merely  grant 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  which  would 
be  attended  with  the  bad  consequences  that  he  had  just  described, 
but  refohn  the  whole  system  of  proceeding  in  excise  cases,  and 
place  the  trader  contending  with  the  excise  office  on  that  foot- 
ing of  equality  without  which  justice  could  not  be  obtained. 
Under  the  present  system,  an  option  of  trial  by  jury,  in  the  last 
instance,  would  prove  but  a  mockery.  Let  the  preliminary  hard- 
ships under  which  the  trader  labours  be  removed,  and  then  he 
might  have  an  equal  chance  for  justice  witb  the  officer,  which  no 
one  could  say  that  he  enjoyed  at  present.  Exclusive  of  lying, 
as  the  traders  do  at  present,  so  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  com- 
missioners, holding,  as  they  do,  ninety-two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
of  the  penalties  incurred  under  the  excise  acts,  at  the  mercy  of 
those  commissioners,  how  often  would  they  dare  to  assert  their 
right,  and  endeavour  to  do  themselves  justice,  when,  by  attempt- 
ing to  do  so,  they  might  expose  themselves  to  the  resentment  of 
the  board,  and  to  consequent  ruin  ?  Mr.  Purvis  exhibited  a  strik- 
ing instance  how  a  man's  spirit  might  be  broken  down  under  such 
circumstances.  He,  like  other  tobacconists,  reprobated,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  act  for  excising  tobacco ;  and  yet  he  would 
not  venture  to  join  them  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
it,  lest  he  should  expose  himself  to  the  vengeance  of  government 
by  resisting  one  of  its  acts,  uid  excite.their  indignation  by  apply- 
ing to  any  gentleman  in  opposition  to  lend  his  aid  on  the  occa- 
sitxi.  The  officers  of  excise,  without  any  one  motive  to  treat  with 
respect  the  liberties  of  the  people,  had  some  temptation  to  en- 
deavour to  destroy  them.  The  l^slature  had  deprived  those 
officers  of  their  elective  franchise,  by  an  act  for  which,  it  was 
true,  he  himself  had  voted ;  but  when  he  did  vote  for  it,  he  gave 
way  to  the  high  opipion  which  he  entertained  of  those  who  had 
proposed  it,  rather  than  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment ;  for 
he  held  the  birthright  of  men  to  be  too  sacred  a  property  to  be 
taken  from  them  without  evident  necessity.  However,  so  it  was 
that  all  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  were  so 
far  disfranchised,  that  the  legislature  would  not  suffer  them  to 
vote  for  members  to  serve  in  puliament.  Smarting  under  this  dis- 
franchisement, they  mi^t  go  forth  in  the  pleasing  hope  that  they 
should  have  opportunities  of  revenging  the  affront  they  had  re- 
ceived, by  harrassing  and  oppressing  others ;  these  were  the  per- 
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BODS  who  were  to  be  the  public-spirited  destroyers  of  smuggling, 
and  the  restorers  of  fair  and  honest  priDciples  of  trade.  He  would 
leave  it  to  the  committee  to  judge  how  well  qualified  they  were 
for  such  a  task.  How  could  degraded  teachers,  reprobated  re> 
formers,  and  excommuoicated  missionaries,  introduce  a  new  sys- 
tem of  fair  dealing  ?  They  were  sent  forth  with  brands  upon  their 
back,  and  scourges  in  their  hands  to  put  down  smuggling,  and 
establish  a  system  of  commerce  equally  useful  to  govemment 
and  to  the  trading  interest. 

As  to  the  country  gentlemen,  they  had  of  late  seemed  to  think 
that  questions  of  commerce  did  not  regard  them  ;  that  in  such 
questions  they  had  no  interest ;  and  that  the  trading  part  of  the 
nation  was  bound  to  attend  to  them.  But  this  was  a  very  wrong 
opinion  ;  and  he  could  prove  to  them  that  not  only  tbey  had  ao 
interest  in  all  questions  of  trade,  hut  that  they  had  a  greater  in- 
terest in  them  than  even  the  merchants  and  traders  thanselves. 
This  proposition  was  not  new ;  it  had  been  first  advanced  by  Mr. 
Locke,  a  man  whose  opinion  would  be  received  as  authority,  not 
only  in  the  house  of  commons,  but  in  all  other  places.  Would 
the  country  gentlemen  please  to  explain  in  what  manner  they 
thought  that  the  national  debt  was  to  be  paid  off?  At  present 
the  land  stood  pledged  for  the  payment  of  it;  and  as  it  did  not 
suffice  for  the  discharge  of  so  immense  a  debt,  the  surface  of  the 
land,  the  flocks  and  herds  that  grazed  upon  it,  the  ore  dug  from  its 
bowels,  must  for  ever  stand  mortgaged  for  it,  unless  redeemed 
by  that  which  bids  defiance  to  space  or  time — the  inexhaustible 
resource  of  trade,  aided  by  the  irresistible  energy  of  enterpriie, 
under  the  management  of  inviolable  fidelity  to  engagements,  and 
directed  by  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  the  most  eligible  ob- 
jects. It  was  trade  alone,  then,  that  could  relieve  the  land  from 
the  immense  burden  of  debt  under  which  it  groaned ;  and  there- 
fore the  country  gentlemen  were  deeply  interested  in  every  ques- 
tion of  commerce  ;  and  more  so  even  than  those  by  whom  com- 
merce wag  carried  on.  In  general,  the  traders  bad  not  a  perma- 
nent or  hereditary  interest  in  trade ;  it  was  their  wish  to  get  out 
of  it  as  soon  as  they  could ;  and,  therefore,  they  might  pursue 
such  measures  as  would  speedily  enrich  themselves,  but  leave 
trade  Dot  worth  the  pursuit  of  those  who  might  come  after  them. 
But  the  case  was  different  with  the  landowners,  as  they  must 
wish  to  see  the  land  freed  from  the  incumbrance  of  puUic  debt> 
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and  as  this  could  be  done  only  by  trade,  it  was  their  interest  to 
take  care  that  no  measure  was  pursued  which  could  check  or 
cramp  its  operations,  either  at  present  or  hereafter ;  and,  conse- 
quently, there  was  not  a  set  of  men  in  the  nation  so  much  bound 
to  resist  the  shackles  imposed  on  trade  by  the  exdse  laws.  Mr- 
Sheridan  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  say  much  about 
the  manner  in  which  the  act  for  excising  tobacco  was  framed, 
though  he  might  be  tempted  to  animadvert  severely  upon  it,  the 
house  being  in  a  committee,  and  the  speaker  not  being  in  the 
chairf  yet,  were  he  to  say  that  the  act  was  "  a  heap  of  contra- 
dictions and  absurdities,  thrown  together  by  some  person  who 
could  write  but  could  not  read,"  some  gentleman  might  not  fail 
to  call  him  to  order,  and  tell  him  that  it  was  disorderly  to  allude 
to  what  had  passed  in  another  place,  and  that  he  must  not  state 
the  highest  law  opinion  in  the  kingdom  on  this  act,  because  that 
opinion  was  given  in  a  place  to  which  the  rules  of  the  house  would 
not  suffer  its  members  to  allude. 

The  treasury  seldom  gave  itself  much  trouble  about  the  forma- 
tion of  bills  of  revenue,  but  left  it  generally  to  the  respective  pub- 
lic boards  to  frame  them.  The  process  was  much  like  that  of 
the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  The  bills  were  presented  in  the 
stalk  or  short  cut,  to  the  boards,  by  some  of  the  chief  members; 
there  they  were  dried,  and  thence  sent  to  the  treasury  mill  to  be 
ground  and  sified ;  they  received  a  little  infuaon  in  a  preliminary 
and  recommendatory  speech  from  one  of  the  great  law  officers  of 
the  crown,  and  then  an  application  was  made  to  the  house  of 
commons,  as  merely  for  permit.  Such  was  the  usual  process, 
from  which  who  could  expect  a  complete  and  perfect  manufac- 
ture f  Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  from  the  mass  of  evidence 
which  had  been  given  on  the  subject  of  this  act,  he  would  draw 
two  conclusions,  to  which  he  was  convinced  that  do  honest  man, 
listening  only  to  the  voice  of  reason,  could  refuse  his  assent.  One 
was  that  the  act,  so  far  from  being  calculated  to  prevent  smug- 
gling, absolutely  encouraged  it,  and  provided  a  secure  asylum  to 
protect  its  growth.  The  other  was,  that  the  operation  of  the  act 
must  necessarily  end  in  the  destruction  of  the  fair  and  licit  trade, 
and  the  establishment  of  smuggling  on  its  ruin.  He  next  re- 
marked, that  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  any  man  to  point  out 
clearly,  and  beyond  all  doubt,  in  what  part  of  the  kingdom  the 
trade  of  a  tobacconist  might  be  carried  on  ;  for  the  clause  re- 
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specting  this  Ju  the  act  was  enveloped  in  such  obscurity  that  a 
man  could  hardly  guess  at  its  meaning.  In  all  other  businesses 
the  pfficer  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  manufacturer,  but,  under  this 
act,  the  manufacturer  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  officer ;  the  moun- 
tain was  compelled  to  go  to  Mahomet.  It  might  be  imagined  that 
the  board  of  excise  would  rest  satisfied  with  the  power  of  send- 
ing its  officers  to  break  into  our  houses  at  their  pleasure ;  but 
that,  it  seems,  ts  not  enough,  we  must  carry  our  houses  to  them, 
that  they  may  kick  open  the  doors  at  their  leisure.  They  aay, 
"  Bring  us  that  mill  and  stream  from  the  valley ;  we  cannot  go 
BO  far  from  home  to  survey  it."  But  such  language  was  war- 
ranted by  the  principle  of  the  act,  which  would  not  suffer  the 
manufacture  to  be  carried  on,  except  in  cities  and  market  towns 
within  five  miles  from  the  coast.  It  was  obvious  that  the  act 
would  totally  destroy  the  export  trade  of  manufactured  tobacco. 
It  limited  the  exportation  to  the  island  of  Jersey,  and  left  it  in 
the  power  of  the  commissioners  of  excise  who  should  export  it  to 
Jersey ;  as  the  act  provided  that  none  should  be  at  liberty  to  ex- 
port, without  a  license  from  the  commissicmers,  who  were  not 
bound  to  grant  it  to  the  first  who  should  apply  for  it,  but  might 
give  it  to  any  favourites  whom  they  chose  to  select  from  among 
the  manufacturers  at  large.  The  ground  of  the  limitation  was  ob* 
served — it  was,  that  the  manufacture  might  not  be  smuggled  back 
intoEnglandirom  Jersey.  But  this  was  a  poor  preventive  to  smug- 
gling, as  the  people  could  provide  themselves  from  Holland  <^ 
America  with  any  quantity  for  which  they  could  find  a  vent.  The 
export  trade  to  foreign  countries  must  be  greatly  injured,  if  not 
totally  destroyed,  by  the  act.  In  the  first  place,  the  price  paid 
for  licenses  was  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  tobacco  manu- 
factured, and,  consequently,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  lax, 
which  must  raise  the  articles  in  the  foreign  markets.  This  was 
contrary  to  every  sound  principle  of  trade,  which  condemned  all 
burdens  laid  without  absolute  necessity  on  articles  of  exportation. 
When  the  shop  tax  was  proposed,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man respected  this  principle;  for  he  exempted  from  it  all  persons 
keeping  warehouses  and  carrying  on  an  export  trade.  The  pre- 
sent act,  militating  against  that  wise  principle  of  commerce,  ought 
therefore  to  be  repealed,  as  tending  to  injure  our  foreign  trade. 

There  was  another  way  in  which  this  act  would  injure,  if  not 
at  last  destroy,  our  export  trade  of  manufactured  tobacco  ;  and 
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that  was,  that  if  a  tobacconist  was  in  the  act  of  getting  ready  to 
execute  an  order  from  abroad,  he  must  suspend  his  work,  if  the 
exciHe  officer  should  come  to  take  a  surrey  ;  he  must  attend  him 
whilst  weighing  the  stock  ;  and  many  hours,  perhaps  some  days, 
being  lost  in  Uiis  business,  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  to  ship 
the  goods  ordered  hy  his  foreign  correspondent,  being  probably 
obliged  to  put  to  sea  in  the  mean  time,  the  ord^  is  lost,  and  so 
periiaps  is  the  customer  for  ever — for,  not  to  be  subject  to  such 
disappointments,  he,  perhaps,  will  send  his  order  to  some  other 
country ;  and  thus,  in  the  end,  might  this  valuable  branch  of 
trade  be  transf<»red  to  some  other  nation,  and  entirely  lost  to 
this.  Next,  as  to  the  encouragement  which  the  act  gave  to 
smuggling,  though  its  avowed  object  was  to  support  it.  For- 
merly, the  difficulty  which  attended  the  smuggling  of  tobacco 
was,  that  even  after  it  was  landed  and  housed,  it  was  still  liable 
to  seizure.  But  this  difficulty  was  completely  removed  hy  the 
present  act ;  for,  the  moment  it  got  under  the  roof  of  the  to- 
bacconist, it  was  as  sacred  as  if  it  had  paid  duty ;  the  very 
officers  of  excise  who  had  been  examined  at  the  bar,  had  all  ad- 
mitted that  there  might  be  great  quantities  of  smuggled  tobacco 
on  the  premises  of  the  manufacturer,  without  their  knowledge  ; 
nay,  that  they  might  see  it  without  being  able  to  seize  it  From 
papers  then  on  the  table,  it  appeared  that  there  were  33?  whole- 
sale dealers  in  manufactured  tobacco,  and  60,000  retail  dealers. 
Formerly,  the  smugglers  could  deal  only  with  the  former ;  but 
now,  as  every  country  retail  dealer  was  a  manufacturer,  and 
could  have  smuggled  tobacco  in  his  house  without  any  danger 
of  its  being  seized,  the  act  of  course  increased  the  possible  cus- 
tomers of  the  smugglers  from  337  to  upwards  of  60,000.  The 
obvious  consequence  of  the  hardships  of  the  act  would  he,  that 
the  great  manufacturers  would  feel  themselves  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  quitting  their  trade  ; — and  the  obvious  consequence 
of  the  increased  number  of  customers  to  the  smugglers,  would 
be  the  ruin  of  the  revenue,  which  this  act  was  to  make  more  pro- 
ductive. Among  the  many  hardships  of  the  manufacturers  un- 
der this  act,  there  were  two  of  a  very  serious  nature.  One,  that 
from  the  nature  of  the  atmosphere,  the  manufacture  might, 
from  the  moisture  or  dryness  of  the  air,  lose  or  gain  more  in 
weight  than  the  table  laid  down  in  the  act  allowed.  What 
then  was  the  manufacturer  to  do  r*   He  could  not  answer  for  the 
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state  of  the  atmosphere ;  and  if  his  gdodi  had  decreased  in 
weight  through  heat,  or  increased  through  moisture,  without 
any  act  of  his,  to  a  degree  beyond  the  standard  estahlished  by 
the  act,  then  was  he  liable  to  ruinous  fines  and  penalties.  The 
commissionerB,  before  they  could,  in  justice,  levy  these  fines, 
ought  to  ascertain  that  the  weather  will  always  be  in  that  precise 
state  of  heat  or  cold  which  the  act  supposed  it  would  be.  The^ 
ought  to  make  Christmas  give  security  for  frost ;  take  a  bond 
tor  hot  weather  from  August ;  and  oblige  damps  and  fogs  to 
take  out  permits.  It  was  true  that  it  had  been  observed,  that 
where  the  increase  or  decrease,  beyond  the  allowed  table,  ap- 
peared to  have  been  really  the  effect  of  the  weather,  and  not  of 
any  intention  in  the  manufacturer  to  defraud  the  revenue,  the 
commissioners  ordered  the  goods,  if  seized,  to  be  restored  and 
the  penalty  remitted.  But  he  had  two  strong  objections  to  this 
exercise  (^  illegal  mercy  by  the  commissioners.  First,  it  gave 
them  a  dispensing  power,  which  parliament  had  not  thought 
proper  to  allow  even  to  the  king ;  and  secondly,  this  dispensiDg 
power  might  be  used  to  very  bad  purposes.  When  the  law  was 
harsh  and  severe,  and  the  executive  power  indulgent,  and  willing 
to  soflen  its  rigour,  the  people  would  be  led  to  dislike  their  own 
representatives,  who  could  pass  a  rigorous  law,  and  to  fly  to  the 
crown  for  relief  against  it.  If  a  dispensing  powa-  could  be  to. 
l^^ted  it  must  be  when  the  benefit  of  it  was  general,  and  ex- 
tended, without  exception,  to  every  class  of  subjects  without 
distinction ;  as  was  the  case  when  an  act  of  parliament  ordered 
all  vessels  that  were  of  a  particular  conttruction  to  be  destroyed. 
It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  execution  of  so  impolitic  a  mea- 
sure would  ruin  thousands  of  poor  fishermen  on  the  coast,  whom 
the  legislature  had  not  within  their  contemplation  at  the  time 
when  the  act  was  passed,  though  the  letter  extended  to  them  as 
well  as  the  smugglers  who  were  the  objects  of  the  act.  What 
could  prove  more  impolitic,  than  to  pass  any  act  which,  in  the 
execution,  would  ruin  the  country  ?  It  was  wrong  that  the  exe- 
cutive government  should  be  so  careless  in  preparing  bills  as  to 
propose  such  as  it  must  afterwards  (by  what  might  po-hap  be 
called  a  not  illaudable  violation  of  the  conatitution)  not  sufier  to 
be  executed.  In  case  of  those  fishing  boats,  however,  the  evil 
was  not  so  great ;  because  the  dispensation  was  general,  without 
any  respect  to  persons.     But  in  the  case  of  remitting  fines  to 
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manufacturers  who  should  have  incurred  them,  an  inquidtion 
might  be  set  ou  foot  into  the  life  and  political  principles  of  each 
individual ;  and  those  only  might  feel  the  indulgence  of  the 
commissioners  who  should  be  found  to  be  the  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  subsisting  administration.  Were  a  man,  whose  ' 
stock  had  increaaed  ot  diminished  beyond  the  standard  table  in 
the  act,  to  attend  the  commissicHierB  and  assure  them  that  the 
weather  alone  had  occasioned  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  * 
artid^  and  that  no  fraud  whatever  had  been  used  on  the  occa- 
sion, the  ccnnmissioners  might  say  to  him  "  Sir,  you  need  not 
give  yourself  so  much  trouble  to  prove  your  innocence;  we  see 
honesty  in  your  orange  cape.^ 

But  should  a  perscm  of  quite  a  different  side  in  politics  at- 
tend for  the  same  purpose,  the  commissioners  might  say,  "  Sir, 
you  are  not  to  be  believed  ;  we  see  fraud  in  your  blue  and  bufl> 
and  it  is  impossible  that  you  should  not  be  a  smuggler."  Per- 
haps (Mr.  Sheridan  remarked)  he  should  be  told  that  it  was  not 
liberal  in  him  to  suppose  that  the  commissioners  would  be  ca- 
pable of  acting  in  this  way ;  but  he  was  warranted,  by  the 
authority  of  the  law,  in  entertaining  a  constitutional  jealousy  of 
men  whom  the  law  considered  as  unfit  to  sit  in  parliament,  or 
vote  at  elections,  on  the  supposition  that  they  were  not  free 
agents,  but  under  the  influence  of  the  crown.  When  the  manu- 
facturers were  under  examination  at  the  bar,  they  had  not  let 
fall  any  expression  which  might  intimate  that  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  quit  the  trade  if  the  act  was  not  repealed ;  they  thought 
that  such  an  intimation  would  oot  be  decent  in  them,  as  it  would 
appear  like  a  threat ;  but  what  their  respect  for  parliament 
would  not  suffer  them  to  utter  at  the  bar,  they  had  said  to  him 
in  private;  and  He  believed  he  might  assure  the  committee,  if 
the  bill  was  not  repealed,  the  tobacco  manufacture  would  be  lost 
to  this  country.  Indeed  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Baker,  who  made 
the  cutting  machines,  proved  that  the  danger  was  nearer  than 
gentlemen  might  apprehend  ;  it  proved  that  orders  from  abroad 
^r  those  machines  had  increased,  whilst  the  home  orders  had 
greatly  diminished.  One  hardship,  perhaps,  greater  than  any 
other,  considered  in  a  mere  commercial  light,  which  the  manu- 
facturers suffered  under  this  act,  was,  that  the  mysteries  of  their 
trade  were  laid  open,  to  the  irreparable  injury  of  their  families  and 
fortunes.    Of  the  value  of  some  of  these  mysteries  the  Gommittee 
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might  form  an  idea,  when  they  recollected  tbat  it  bad  beat 
proved  in  evidence  thst  one  manufacturer  had  refused  £20,000 
for  the  disclosure  of  a  secret  in  the  manufacturing  of  tobacco 
peculiar  to  himself. 

Mr.  Sheridan  nov  asked  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  what 
were  the  mighty  advantages  gained  by  the  revenue,  which  could 
be  considered  as  a  compensation  for  such  hardships  and  encroach- 
ments P  To  show  that  the  advantage  to  the  revenue  was  not  such 
as  could  induce  the  legislature  to  continue  so  oppressive  an  act,  he 
calculated  what  the  customs  on  tobacco  had  produced  before  the 
act ;  and  what  the  customs  and  excise  on  the  same  article  had  pro- 
duced since.  In  the  first  winter  half  year,  after  the  act  passed, 
the  produce  was  J'294,000;  the  produce  of  the  second,  or  summer 
half  year,  was  about  .£317,000;  in  all,  £611,000  ;  from  which 
about  ^51 ,000  should  be  deducted ;  because,  though  having 
been  actually  levied  upon  the  article  within  the  year,  it  was  for 
several  reasons  not  to  be  considered  as  likely  to  prove  a  perma- 
nent part  of  the  gross  produce  of  the  revenue  on  tobacco,  but 
rather  as  occasioned  by  a  temporaiy  cause,  which  probably  woidd 
never  return ;  this  would  reduce  the  revenue  on  this  article  to 
^^560,000,  which  was  just  £25,000  more  than  was  collected  on 
tohacco  before  this  act  passed.  Would  any  man,  to  whom  the 
rights  of  the  people  were  dear,  for  so  inognificant  an  increase  of 
revenue  invade  thc»e  rights  ?  But  above  all,  would  he,  for  such 
an  increase,  risk  the  loss  of  the  whole  ?  which  he  verily  believed 
would  be  the  cose  if  the  act  was  not  repealed.  If  the  minister 
wished  to  avail  himself  of  the  resources  which  he  could  still  find 
in  a  new  regulation  of  the  revenue,  he  might  raise  a  very  ood- 
siderable  supply  without  laying  any  fmh  burden  on  the  people, 
or  abridging  their  liberties.  In  the  customs  there  was  great  room 
for  improvement  if  the  treasury  would  give  up  its  patronage. 
He  did  not  mean  "  to  disclose  the  secrets  of  the  prison-house,*' 
from  having  been  in  it ;  but  every  one  knew  that  the  business  <^ 
excise  was  better  conducted  than  that  of  the  customs,  merely  be- 
cause  the  patronage  of  it  was  in  the  board  of  excise,  which  was 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  all  its  officers.  But  in  the  customs 
it  was  diflerent.  The  coasts  of  the  kingdom  were  parcelled  out 
into  various  districts ;  and  persons  were  appointed  to  those  dis- 
tricts by  the  treasury  ;  not  because  they  had  superior  ability  or 
merit,  or  were  disposed  to  show  themselves  enemies  to  smuggling. 
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but  because  tliey  were  recommended  from  quarters  in  which  re- 
commendation, on  account  of  election  interests,  was  irredstible. 
He  meant  not  to  cast  any  particular  reflection  on  the  present 
treasury  board ;  its  conduct  on  this  bead  was  perhaps  the  same 
as  that  of  all  boards  which  bad  gone  before  it.  All  he  meant 
was,  that  if  a  minister  would  dare  to  be  bold  in  the  cause  of  his 
country,  he  might  make  the  customs  infinitely  more  productive 
than  they  were  at  that  moment. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Sheridan  mentitmed  a 
hard  case,  perhaps  little  known,  of  a  gentleman's  coach  and 
horses  being  liable  to  be  seized  if  he  took  two  pounds  of  snuff 
with  him  into  the  country;  and  that  they  were  forfeited  if  s^zed 
after  five  o'clock.  He  declared  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
house  of  the  honest,  industrious  manufacturer  should  not  be  as 
safe  and  as  sacred  as  the  proudest  mansion. 

He  instanced  the  spirited  conduct  of  Mr.  Eddowes  of  Chester, 
who,  at  the  expense  of  a  great  part  of  his  private  fortune,  had 
maintained  a  contest  with  the  corporation  of  Chester,  on  a  public 
occasion,  in  which  he  had  no  other  interest  than  a  desire  to  check 
oppression,  or  what  he  thought  oppression.  That  Mr.  Eddowes 
(whom  he  could  show  to  a  foreigner,  and  say,  this  n^an  has  spent 
the  income  of  a  petty  Qermao  principality  to  do  a  public  justice), 
after  b«ng  examined  at  the  bar  of  that  house,  and  saying,  .that 
be  had  been  obliged  to  deceive  the  officers,  was  treated  with  an 
agreeable  companiaji  in  a  stage  coach  the  next  day,  who  proved 
to  be  an  exciseman,  and  who,  the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Ches> 
ter,  kept  him  fourteen  hours  in  his  manufactory  weighing  his 
stock.  Mr.  Sheridan  conceived  that  the  naval  service  of  this 
kingdom  might,  with  honour  to  itself,  and  great  advantage  to 
the  nation,  be  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Though 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  tobacco  act  ought  to  be  repealed,  still 
he  did  not  intend  to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect ;  because  the 
minister  might  then  say  that  he  would  modify  the  act,  and  render 
it  less  objectionable  ;  but  his  object  was  to  withdraw  the  tobacco 
totally  from  the  management  of  the  board  of  excise.  Upon  this 
principle,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  a  proposition  which  should 
show  that  it  ought  not  to  be  excised  at  all.  Mr.  Sheridan  now 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  the  following  short  resolution : 
"  That  the  survey  of  the  excise  is  inapplicable  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  tobacco." 

Mr.  Pm,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Lord  Caryfort,  Mr.  Wyi\dham,  Mr.  Fox,   Sir 
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Jamei  Johntlont,  Mr.  GrnwUU,  Cokmd  FuUartoit,  Mr.  Dvaitu,  Sir  lUehari 
HOI,  Mr.  S.  ThonUoa,  Aldermam  Watton,  Mr.  TkonUoa,  and  atiert,  kaaag 
delivered  their  lentimenU, 

Mr.  SheridsD,  riBiDg  a  Eecond  time  observed,  that  notwithstand- 
ing that  he  might  clium  a  right  to  speak  more  than  once  in  a  com> 
mittee,  and  notwithstanding  that  it  was  usual,  when  the  house 
was  not  in  a  committee,  for  it  so  far  to  extend  its  candour  as  to 
permit  the  mover  of  any  proposition  to  rise  in  reply  at  the  end  of 
the  debate,  he  was  not  insensible  of  the  indulgence  he  had  al- 
ready experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  therefore 
should  not  long  trespass  farther  on  thdr  patience ;  and  it  was, 
he  thought,  the  more  necessary,  as  in  the  course  of  the  debate  he 
imagined  that  he  had  perceived  some  symptoms  of  members  bav- 
ingmade  up  their  minds  on  the  subject.  He  should  begin  with 
what  had  been  said  by  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Rich.  Hill) 
over  the  way,  who  had  appealed  to  the  landed  interest  to  support 
the  bill  of  the  last  year,  and  complained  in  bitter  terms  of  the  loud 
clamour  made  whenever  the  trade  of  the  country  was  touched, 
saying,  that  if  a  single  bristle  was  plucked,  it  grunted  and  made 
a  sb^nge  kind  of  noise ;  but  that  the  landedintereet  was  like  a 
sheep ;  it  st^od  still,  and  would  let  you  fleece  it  agaiu  and  again 
without  a  murmur.  The  honourable  baronet  unfortunately  forgot 
that.he  was,  in  the  very  moment,  furnishing  an  instance  in  his 
own  person,  that  the  landed  interest  was  not  always  so  pasave, 
and  he  had  forgotten  likewise  that  he  had  paid  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  a  curious  compliment,  by  ending  his  speech  with 
saying,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  voted  for  the 
excise  bill  (of  which  he  complained  so  loudly),  because  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  day  was  tottering  in  their  seats,  and  he  saw 
that  he  should  soon  come  into  power.  With  regard  to  the  situation 
which  he  had  holden,  when  the  case  to  which  the  honourable 
baronet  alluded  had  taken  plae,  and  which  the  honourable 
baronet  had  described  as  the  most  enormous  extension  of  the 
excise  laws  ever  practised,  the  honourable  baronet  had  done  him 
more  honour  than  he  merited,  the  place  which  he  filled  at  the 
time  being  merely  a  subaltern  and  subordinate  situation ;  but  be 
would  not  answer  what  the  honourable  baronet  had  so  pointedly 
urged  against  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of  that  day  with 
any  argument,  he  would  answer  it  with  his  name — it  was  Lord 
John  Cavendish ;  and  the  measure  alluded  to,  which  had  been 
BO  well  explained  by  the  worthy  magistrate  near  him,  had  been 
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received — whether  by  grunting  or  groaning  he  could  not  say — 
with  as  much  unjuBt  clamour  as  any  measure  ever  experienced. 
The  whole  story,  however,  the  honourahle  baronet  had  intn>> 
duced  with  less  novelty  than  generally  belonged  to  his  facetioua- 
ness  of  anecdote.  Mr.  Sheridan  next  proceeded  to  take  notice  of 
(what  he  termed)  the  misrepreBentations  of  the  right  honourable 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  (he  remarked)  had  treated 
him,  the  bill,  and  the  manufacturers,  all  alike,  having  mis-stated 
his  arguments*  misrepresented  the  manufacturers,  and  miscon- 
structed  the  act  of  parliament.  Possibly  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  think  that  he  made  rather  an  uncivil  description  of 
his  argument ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  recol- 
lect that  he  had  himself,  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech,  applied 
terms  equally  harsh  and  grating  to  what  had  fallen  from  him. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  the  only  person  who  had 
affected  to  disbelieve  the  manufacturers,  although  the  manufac- 
turers had,  last  year,  delivered  precisely  the  same  evidence  at  the 
bar  of  that  house,  and  afterwards  confirmed  it  upon  tbeir  oaths 
at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords.  If  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  doubted  the  truth  of  the  evidence  of  the  manufacturers, 
it  was  bis  duty,  in  justice  to  himself,  and  in  fairness  to  them,  to 
have  called  other  witnesses  to  have  disproved  what  they  ad- 
vanced. Not  having  done  this,  he  had  no  right  to  doubt  the  ve- 
racity of  men  as  honourable  as  himself,  and  as  incapable  of  acting 
dishonestly  with  respect  to  the  revenue  as  the  whole  board  of 
treasury  itself.  It  was  but  justice  to  the  manufacturers,  that  he 
should  say  thus  much  in  their  behalf,  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
plain of  the  unfair  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  commented  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Postlethwayte,  who 
bad  expressly  stated  at  the  bar  on  what  principle  he  made  his 
calculation  of  increases  ;  and  therefore,  in  his  abstract  of  the  evi- 
dence, necessarily  and  ttaturalty  adhered  to  the  same  principle, 
and  separated  what  was  termed  the  return  from  the  roll  tobacco. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  taking  advantage  of  that  part 
of  his  argument  which  reprobated  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of 
the  system  of  excise  laws  in  general,  had  charged  him  with  wish- 
ing to  pull  down  the  whole  system ;  and  thus,  at  one  stroke,  anni< 
hilate  six  millions  and  a  half  of  yearly  revenue.  This  was  a  most 
unfair  way  of  meeting  his  argument,  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that,  wherever  any  extension 
of  the  excise  laws  was  under  consideration,  it  was  usual  to  argue 
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the  question  in  that  house,  not  on  the  narrow  ground  of  the  par- 
ticular hardship  on  the  point  of  being  inflicted  upon  the  indi- 
vidual in  the  particular  instance  in  question,  but  on  the  broad 
constitutional  ground,  with  a  view  to  the  danger  in  which  the 
extension  of  those  laws  threatened  to  place  the  freedom  and 
liberties  of  the  people. 

This  had  been  the  case  in  the  cyder  tax,  when,  in  the  course  of 
debate,  it  had  been  said  turn  Ceaar  pulaante  tnanu — "  The 
winds  of  heaven  and  the  elements  may  enter  the  cottage  of  the 
peasant,  hut  not  the  king,  without  the  peasant's  permission." 
This  was  not  a  mere  flight  of  poetry,  hut  at  once  a  lively,  fanci- 
ful, and  forcible  effusion  of  the  tnind,  founded  on  what  he  con- 
udered  as  the  good  old  English  proverb,  "  that  every  man's 
house  is  his  castle,"  which  was  in  fact  the  very  essence  of  Magna 
Charta.  He  need  scarcely  add  that  the  person  who  had  used 
the  expression  which  he  had  just  quoted  was  the  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham, who  had  not  thought  it  wrong  to  argue  the  question  of  the 
cyder  tax  upon  the  general  principle  of  the  excise  laws  and  their 
coustitutional  tendency.  But  there  was  a  manifest  inconsistency 
in  that  part  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer''8  argument,  in 
which  he  charged  him  with  wishing  to  pull  down  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  excise,  and  in  the  same  breath  had  declared  that  he  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  was  willing  to  leave  the  manufactures  of  soap,  candles, 
starch,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  manufactures  at  present  subject  to 
the  excise  under  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of  those  laws.  It 
was  absolutely  impossible,  as  the  committee  must  see,  for  the  two 
things  to  be  true,  because  they  directly  militated  against  each  other. 
Another  point  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  totally 
mis-stated  him,  and  in  which,  indeed,  his  right  honourable  friend 
near  him  had  also  a  little  misconceived  him,  was,  in  respect  to 
trial  by  jury ;  both  imagining  that  he  disapproved  of  a  trial  by 
jury,  in  cases  of  excise.  He  had  expressly  declared  that  if  a 
general  reform  of  excise  laws  were  to  take  place,  he  saw  that  in 
such  a  case  trial  by  jury  might  be  applied  to  them  as  a  part  of 
that  reform ;  but  be  had  asserted  that  he  would  not  accept  of  trial 
by  jury  being  proposed  by  a  minister,  in  a  singular  and  particu- 
lar case,  by  way  of  decoy,  and  in  order  to  delude  the  house  and 
the  public  into  an  acquiesceuce  with  the  application  of  the  excise 
laws  to  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  He  would  not  graft,  or  ap- 
prove of  a  graft  of  that  kind,  on  so  vile  a  being,  convinced  tbat 
that  the  tree  could  not  produce  such  fruit,  and  that  so  beautiful 
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and  excellent  ahead  as  a  trial  by  jury  ought  not,  in  that  manner, 
to  be  annexed  to  so  deformed  a  trunk.  The  right  honourable  geo- 
tlemaa  persevered  in  maintaining  that  the  manufacturers  had  kept 
back  some  intelligence  from  him,  and  had  to  thank  themselves  if 
he  did  not  do  them  all  the  justice  that  their  case  might  require. 
The  fact  was,  that  when  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  found  them  in  town, 
and  prepared  to  propose  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  he 
had,  at  their  very  first  meeting,  advised  them  not  to  apply  to  the 
oppoatioD,  but  at  once  to  the  treasury,  and  endeavour  to  get  re- 
dress through  the  medium  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  which,  in 
all  matters  of  revenue  and  finance,  he  was  ready  to  confess,  he 
thought  the  most  proper  hands  for  alterations  of  the  revenue  laws 
to  come  from.  The  answer  they  gave  him  was,  that  they  had 
been  at  the  treasury  with  the  secretaries,  aod  had  seen  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  that  their  reception  did  not  encourage  them  to  hope  for  suc- 
cess; and,  therefore,  they  weredetermined  to  apply  to  parliament 
through  the  medium  of  opposition,  wishing  that  their  case  should 
come  before  that  house  and  the  public.  But  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  mode  of  treating  the  manufacturers  was  curious. 
They  go  to  him  and  tell  him,  "  that  their  objections  to  the  bill 
were  fundamental ;  that  no  amendment,  no  modification  of  it  will 
meet  their  ideas ;  they  object  to  the  principle,  and  nothing  short 
of  an  actual  repeal  can  satisfy  them,  as  they  must,  at  all  events, 
have  the  exciseman  kept  out  of  their  manufactory."  Having  stated 
this,  the  manufacturers  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  if  he 
will  consent  to  give  up  the  principle  P  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman answers  "  No ;  the  principle  must  not  be  abandoned ;  but, 
do  you  inform  me  how  I  shall  alter  the  bill."  This  the  manufac- 
turers refuse ;  and  they  wisely  refused  it,  In  his  opinion ;  for, 
what  was  it  but  the  minister's  saying,  "  I  have  a  yoke  to  put 
about  your  necks,  do  you  help  me  in  fitting  it  on ;  only  assist  me 
■with  your  knowledge  ofthe  subject,  and  111  fit  you  with  the  pret- 
tiest pair  of  fetters  that  ever  were  seen  in  the  world."  With  regard 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument,  that  there  was  a 
great  increase  of  revenue  in  consequence  of  the  act  continuing  in 
force,  he  held  that  to  be  no  argument  at  all.  He  never  wished 
to  count  the  money,  when  he  was  certain  that  the  purse  which 
contained  it,  with  ^1  its  contents,  were  stolen.  Every  person  knew 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  make  out  an  account 
so  as  to  give  any  calculations  he  chose  to  bring  forward,  at  least 
VOL.  I.  N  N  ^-~  I 
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a  plausible  appearance.  Therighthotiourable  geoUemanhadcal- 
culatedtbreeseveral  ways,  saying  to  the  committee,  "Take  it  this 
way  and  you  have  ^50,000 ;  take  it  tbis  other  way  and  you  have 
.£70,000;  and  Uke  it  this  other  way  and  you  have  .£130,000." 
There  could  be  (Mr.  Sheridan  added)  only  one  fair  and  true 
mode  of  calculating  what  the  produce  of  the  tax,  while  under  the 
excise  laws,  was.  This  mode  he  bad  stated,  and  it  was  dear  that 
the  utmost  increase  they  could  expect  was  but  very  trifling  in- 
deed; but  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  hi^estcalculatitm 
of  increase  werefounded,  he  should  still  be  of  <^ini(Ki  that  the  bill 
ought  to  be  repealed.  With  respect  to  the  manfacturers  haviiig 
told  the  minister  that  their  objections  to  the  bill  were  funda- 
mratal,  and  went  to  the  principle  of  it,  which  he  had  refused  to 
abandon ;  he  ought  not  to  talk  of  their  withholding  informa- 
tion from  him,  because  of  what  use  could  any  information  they 
might  possess  be  to  him  when  he  had  declared  he  would  not, 
at  any  rate,  comply  with  their  requisition  i*  Mr.  Sheridan  next 
adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  Sir  James  JohnsUme,  who,  he 
understood,  had  censured  him  for  having  cast  an  imputation  oo 
the  board  of  customs.  So  far  from  that  being  the  fact,  he  had 
expressly  stated  a  wish  that  the  treasury  would  give  up  the  pa* 
tronage  of  the  custom-house,  and  vest  the  power  of  managing  the 
revenue  and  customs,  and  appointing  officers  in  the  several  sub- 
ordinate situations,  in  the  board  of  commissioDers.  This  surely 
was  paying  the  board  a  compliment,  by  giving  them  a  preference 
ovet  the  lords  of  the  treasury.  He  never  had  heard  such  un- 
constitutional reasons  urged  within  those  walls  as  had  been  stated 
by  a  noble  lord  opposite  to  him  (Carysfort)  for  applying  the  ex- 
cise to  tobacco  and  its  manufacture.  The  noble  lord  had  con- 
tended that  tobacco  was  a  luxury,  and  therefore  a  fit  object  of 
taxation ;  and  that  the  most  efficacious  way  of  making  it  produc- 
tive was  to  put  it  under  the  excise  laws.  But,  because  tobacco 
was  a  luxury,  were  those  who  were  concerned  in  its  manufacture 
wholly  unworthy  of  protection,  and  fit  only  for  oppression  ?  Had 
the  noble  lord  forgotten  that  there  were  beings  called  men  who 
were  manufacturers  of  tobacco  P — that  those  men  were  their  fel- 
low-Buhjects,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  rights  and 
the  same  privileges  as  themselves  P — was  it  then  the  article  being 
a  luxury  that  distinguished  it  from  other  manufactures,  and  ren> 
deied  the  animals  about  it  more  fit  for  oppressiun  and  less  wor- 
thy of  the  blessings  of  the  constitution  than  other  manu&cturersP 
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The  DoUe  lord  also  hail  vgued  that  the  leas  tobacco  was  exported 
the  better.  That  was  as  anti-comiiiercial  a  principle  as  he  had 
ever  heard ;  but  the  practice  of  collecting  taxes  in  Frsoce  had 
been  recommended  by  the  noble  tend.  Surely,  when  France  hap. 
pily  had  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  oppression,  we  were  sot  going  to 
pick  up  the  discarded  trash  of  tyranny,  and  deck  oursdves  out 
in  the  cast-off  dirt  and  dregt  of  despotism  ?  He  did  not  mean  at 
present  to  go  farther  into  the  subject  of  France,  nor  should  he 
forbear  &om  any  apprehension  of  differing  in  opinion  with  any 
other  person,  more  especially  with  one  (Mr.  Burke)  for  whose 
talrats  and  personal  virtue  he  had  the  highest  esteem,  veneration, 
and  regard,  and  with  whom  he  might  be  allowed  to  differ  in  opi- 
nion uprat  the  subject  <^  France,  persuaded  as  he  was  that  they 
never  could  differ  in  principle ;  all,  however,  which  be  would 
say  farther  on  the  subject  was,  that  he  hoped,  when  the  new 
constitution  of  France  should  be  settled,  it  would  prove  such  as 
would  secure  the  blesnngs  of  liberty  to  the  subjects  of  that 
kingdom,  having  ever  been  of  opinicHi  that  it  was  not  right  that 
this  should  be  the  only  free  country  in  Surope ;  hut  still  hoping 
that,  as  we  had  hitherto  preserved  the  glorious  superiority  of 
being  the  only  spot  in  which  the  subjects  were  governed,  not  by 
^e  will  of  individuals,  but  by  laws  which  they  made  for  them- 
selves, we  should  continue  to  be  pre-eminently  free,  and  have  do 
badge  of  slavery  fastened  unnaturally  on  our  constitution.  After 
expressing  a  wish  that  the  noble  lord  would  cherish  doctrines 
mote  congenial  to  that  zeal  for  the  constitution  which  he  had 
tnanifested  in  the  early  part  of  his  speech,  than  he  had  after- 
wards breathed,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  Mr. 
Dundas's  defence  and  repetition  of  what  he  had  formerly  said  re- 
lative to  the  extension  of  the  excise  laws  in  future.  It  happened, 
he  observed,  that  the  paragraph  to  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  contained  one  ingredient  somewhat  different 
from  what  be  (Mr.  Sheridan)hadtalkedof  as  conformable  to  the 
standard  of  staple  newspaper  abuse :  the  assertion,  stated  to  have 
been  that  of  Mr.  Dundas,  was  very  near  the  truth,  for  the  right 
honourable  gendeman  had  confessed  that  what  be  bad  on  a  former 
occasion  said  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  "  That  when  a  new 
tax  to  raise  a  large  sum  should  be  necessary,  every  gentleman 
well  knew  that  it  could  not  be  rendered  productive  in  its  collec- 
tion, without  the  application  of  the  excise  law."  Another  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grenville)  had  avowed  the  doctrine  at 
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pushing  the  exteDStOD  of  the  excise  laws  in  a  Broader  manner  than 
any  other  gentleman,  and  had  said  that  hy  only  placing  337  per- 
sons more  under  the  excise  laws,  the  revenue  obtained  ^130,000 
B-year.     This  was  appreciating  the  liberties  of  Englishmen,  and 
the  first  instance  of  the  kind  which  they  had  ever  heard.    As  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  an  excellent  calculator,  he  would 
recommend  him  to  form  a  table  of  the  prices  of  freedom,  which 
he  was  persuaded  he  could  do  with  much  greater  accuracy  than 
the  tables  of  increase  in  tobacco,    in  a  short  time  he  should  then 
expect  to  see,  at  one  view,  the  different  appreciation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  every  description  of  persons.     Perhaps  it  would 
run  ^30  for  the  liberties  of  a  man,  d£'20  for  those  of  a  woman, 
^15  for  those  of  an  apprentice!  .^lO  fur  breaking  into  your  house 
in  the  night-time,  and  so  on  in  an  equal  gradation.      Mr.  Sheri- 
dan at  length  came  to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Henry  Thornton, 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  last  session,  or  any 
motion  relative  to  it  shcH't  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the. 
question  then  before  the  committee :  that  the  survey  of  the  ex- 
cise was  inapplicable  to  tobacco.     He  contended  that  his  motion 
was,  in  fact,  tantamount  to  a  motion  for  an  actual  repeal ;  but 
that,  in  the  hurry  of  committing  it  to  paper,  he  had  omitted  to 
state  it  in  the  manner  according  to  which  the  committee  would 
themselves  recollect  he  had  opened  and  argued  it.     Instead  of 
its  standing  nakedly,  "  That  the  survey  of  the  excise  was  insp* 
plicable  to  tobacco,"  he  meant  to  have  worded  it,  "  That  it  ap- 
peared to  the  committee,  from  the  evidence  of  the  manufacturn^ 
that  the  survey  of  the  excise  was  inapplicable  to  tobacco,"   It 
was  perfectly  immaterial   to  him  what   the  motion  was  u^ 
which  he  took  the  sense  of  the  committee,  provided  that  it  m^ 
the  points  which  his  arguments  went  to  siforce ;  and,  therefore, 
as  it  might  save  the  committee  the  trouble  of  two  divisions,  and 
accommodate  the  honourable  member  for  the  Borough,  he  would, 
with  the  leave  of  the  committee,  withdraw  the  present  motion, 
and  move  at  once  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  imposing  certain  duties  on  tobacco,  subject 
to  certain  regulations  of  excise." 
nit  beijig  aeljtuted,  the  e\ 
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